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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true visible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may then 
proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong impression. 



Reoefiution Concerning the 150th Anniversary 

of the Birth of Dr. C. F. W. Walther 

adopted at 

the 1 lth Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

WHEREAS this year is the 150th Anniversary of the birth of that 
greatest of all early American theologians, the founder and cham- 
pion of truly orthodox Lutheranism in this, country, the venerable 
C. F. W. Walth,er; and 

WHEREAS he was. God’s gift to the Church at a time when rationalism 
was threatening to extinguish the light of the Gospel everywhere; 
and 

WHEREAS under his consecrated leadership the Missouri Synod (and 
later on the Synodical Conference) was founded on the solid foun- 
dation of God’s pure Word and the Lutheran Confessions: 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that our Convention take recogni- 
tion of this important event and express, thanksgiving to God in 
grateful memory of the sainted Doctor and of our sincere dedica- 
tion to the Christian principles we have so richly inherited through 
Walther’s sound theology; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we beseech the Lord graciously 
to grant us steadfastness of faith in this our generation of theo- 
logical confusion and indifference, calling upon Him not to for- 
sake us in our present great spiritual distress here in America and 
everywhere, that He graciously send us leadership, according to 
the many promises of His Word, which like that of Luther, Wal- 
ther, Pieper, and Hoenecke will help us faithfully to walk in the 
old tried and tested paths of truly orthodox Christianity accord- 
ing to the Word of God as it is infallibly revealed by inspiration 
of the Holy Ghost in the Old and New Testament Scriptures, 
humbly and gratefully acknowledged by our Conference to be 
the only authoritative standard of doctrine and life. 
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THE LAVV AS A RULE OF LIFE 

Concerning this use of the Law, 
which pertains only to believers 
in Christ, ,our Confessions have 
the following pertinent and clear 
words : “Although the truly be- 
lieving are verily moved by God’s 
holy Spirit, and thus, according 
to the inner man, do God’s will 
from a. free spirit, yet it is just the 
Holy Ghost who uses the written 
law for instruction with them, by 
which the truly believing also le.arn 
to serve God, not according to 
their own thoughts, but according 
to His written Law and Word, 
which is a sure rule and standard 
of a godly life and walk, how to 
order it in accordance with the ex- 
ternal and immutable will of 
God. . . We unanimously believe, 
teach, and confess that although 
the truly believing and truly con- 
verted to Gud and justified Chris- 
tians are liberated. from the curse 
of tj3e Law, yet they should daily 
exercise themselves in the Law of 
the Lord, as it is written, Ps. 1, 2: 
Blessed is the man whse delight is 
in the Law of the Lord, and in His 
Lmu doth I!W meditate dq) und 
nighf. For the Law is a mirror in 
which the will of God, and what 
pleases Him, are exactly portrayed, 
and which. should be constantly 
held UP to the believers and be 
diligenEly urged upon them with- 
out ceasing.” Triglotta, 963, 3.4. 
The word “mirror” is, used here 

inasmuch as the Law not only 
brings us to a knowledge of our 
sins, but alsol shows us the will of 
our heavenly Father concerning a 
truly Christian life. The true be- 
liever is not emancipated from the 
jurisdiction o;f the Law. He does 
not say, “I am now no longer in 
duty bound to obey the Law, but 
live as I like and do as I please.” 
As a child of Go,d he is liberated, 
through faith in Chris.t, from the 
constraint, coercion, and curse of 
the Law, but by virtue of the very 
fact that he is no longer a slave 
under the Law as cruef taskmaster, 
but a child of his heavenly Father, 
by virtue of this blessed fact, we 
say, he is now willing and eager 
to know his Father’s will and to 
walk by the rule that He has once 
for all laid down in His uncharrge- 
able and eternal Law. This Law 
itself is not changed and much less 
abolished; but th,e reconciled sin- 
ner’s attitude towards it is changed 
in such a degree that whereas be- 
fore his conversion to God he 
hated the holy Law, with its spir- 
itual, searching demands, he now 
loves it and delights himself in it. 
It is now the one great desire of 
his. life according to the Spirit, to 
succeed more and more in fulfill- 
ing the Law; to approach ne.arer 
and nearer to that standard of a 
righteous life which is to be found 
in God’s Law. The true Christian 
says with David: “Blessed art thou, 
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0 Lord; teach me thy stat&es. I 
will medhte in tky precepts, and 
have respect unto thy ways. I will 
deli& myself ifz thy statutes. I 
will not forget thy Word. I am 
a stranger in the earth: hide not 
thy commandments from me. 1 
will run th.e. wgy of thy conzmznd- 
meats, when thou shalt enlarge 
my he.art. Give me understanding, 
and I shall keep the Law; yea, I 
shall observe it with my whole 
heart. Make me to go ifz the path 
of thy commandmefzts; for therein 
do I delight. I will delight myself 
in thy commandments. which I 
h ave loved. And I will walk a% 
liberty; for I seek thy precepts.” 
l?s. 119, l-48. Yes, to “walk at 
liberty,” to be truly free, is pos- 
sible only inasmuch as we shape 
and order our whole life according 
to the rule of God’s holy Law. The 
liberty of the children of God con- 
sists not in license, but in willing 
and cheerful obedience to the pre- 
cepts of their heavenly Father.- To 
this liberty, however, no one can 
attain except by means of the 
Gospel. 

THE LIFE OF FAITH 
This fulfilling of the Law on 

the part of the true believer, this 
love that now dwells in his heart 
and manifests itself in his life is 
indeed not yet perfect. The Gos- 
pel of the perfect love revealed on 
Calvary is ever necessary to purify, 
ennoble, and strengthen it. For 
the old Adam s.till remains with 
those who are born of God; and 

the old Adam is essentially and in- 
curably selfish, and in all respects 
opposed to God,‘s holy Law. But 
a real and genuine beginning 15~s 
been made i12 belieuers’ hearts. 
They m-e f2eau creatures in Christ 

J ,esus. They do love Him who 
first loved them. They do love 
His holy Law and find it “holy, 
just and good.” They do take de- 
light in fulfilling it and so pleas- 
ing their heavenly Father. They 
do indeed, according to the new 
man and in the power of the 
Spirit, serve God with a willing 
mind and glad obedience. They 
no longer follow the line of least 
resistance and yield passively to 
the desires and suggestions of their 
natural heart and mind, but they 
disapprove of the evil thoughts 
that rise in them; they resist all 
sinful leanings and impulses of 
their old Adam. They crucify 
their flesh and its lusts. By faith 
they are in very close fellowship 
with the death of Christ. The+ 
sins were nailed to the cross, and 
they will no longer serve sin and 
put their Savior to shame and 
trample under foot the blood of 
the New Covenant, by which was 
purchased their freedom. They 
consider themselves as having died 
to sin and living unto God, eve.n 
as their Savior lives,. They con- 
sider themselves as risen from the 

dead, as indeed they are, being 
Christ’s members, ccmembers of 

His body, of His flesh, and of His 

b ones.” Eph. 5, JO. . . . In the, 
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persons of true Christians there are 
now, and there have ever been in 
this. world such people as have 
truly loved and, do love God and 
man in the spiritual sense of the 
Law. The image of God, lost ab- 
solutely through Adam’s sin, has 
by the Holy Ghos’t, through the 
Gospel, been recreated in their 
hearts, and they are in very truth 
sons and daughters o,f God by vir- 
tue of a new birth. . . There are 
in this world no other sons and 
daughters of God than those who 
have been made such by the Gos- 
pel. There are in this world NONE 
that in any respect truly fulfill 
the Law of love except only those 
who have been born of God by 
means of the incorruptible seed - 
the Gospel. But even these cannot 
stand before God, are not right- 
eous in His sight by virtue of the: 
love which they actually have in 
their hearts; because that love is 
not perfect. They realize this 
more and more, feel genuine sor- 
row for their shortcomings and 
go each da.y for pardon and peace 
to God in their Redeemer’s name, 
and not in their own. The right- 
eousness in which they stand be- 
fore God and which alone can 
give their conscience rest is NOT 
their own, not those good works 
which are a genuine fruit of faith, 
but it is that perfect righteousness 
which Christ has procured for 
them in living and dying, and 

which in the Gospel is freely de- 
clared, offered, and by the power 

of the Spirit THROUGH FAITH 
made their own. . . 

By “the foolishness of preach- 
ing” God has changed men’s 
hearts and lives, has caused His 
fallen. creatures, the children of 
wrath, His enemies, to love Him 
truly, to look Him trustfully in 
the face and say, Our Father; to 
love His Law and gladly do His 
will; to face death without fear 
and look confidently forward. to 
their enjoyment of a heavenly in- 
heritance. By the preaching of the 
Gospel th.e Holy Ghost has con- 
quered man’s inborn selfishness and 
has, instilled into his heart a gen- 
uine love for his fellowman. There 
is nothing greater in heaven than 
the love of God. There is nothing 
greater on. earth than that love 
toward God and man which, 
through the Gospel has been cre- 
ated in human hearts by the Holy 
Ghost. . . 

“He died for all (in order) that 
they which live should not hmce- 
forth live z&o themselves, but un- 
to Him which died for them and 
rose again.” 2 Cor. 5, 15. He “gave 
Himself for us, that He might re- 
d.eem us from all iniquity, and. 
purify unto Himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works.” 
2 Tim. 2, 14. 

The above presentation is from 
LAW AND GOSPEL or THE 
WAY OF LIFE by G. C. Koch. 

Contributed by E.L.M. 
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FOR OUR CHlhDREN 
The name Luthemn is a fine 

name. You perhaps know that 
this name comes from Dr. Martin 
Luther - the man who, almost 
4~0 years ago wrote the Small 
Catechism from which you have 
learned so many wonderful Bible 
passages and Bible teachings. But 
d o you know much about this 
man? Every man or woman was 
once a child - born, cared for, 
schooled, and finally grown up. 

So also it was with Dr. Martin 
Luther. 

Martin was born on November 
10, 1483 (478 years ago), in a 
small town in Germany. The name 
of this town was Eisleben. Mar- 
tin’s father’s, name was Hans Lu- 
ther and his mother’s name was 
Margaret. Hans Luther worked 
hard in the copper mines where he 
earned barely enough money to 
take care of his wife and family. 
Martin’s mother had to carry wood 
from the forest on her back to 
keep the house warm and to cook 
for the family. Both Hans and 
Margaret were God-fearing par- 
ents but their knowledge of God 
and His Word was very poor be- 
cause the Pope ruled the church 
in those days and would not per- 
mit the common people to learn 
the Word of God. The Pope 
taught the people to believe many 
false teachings which would lead 
them away from heaven and into 
hell. 

Hans and Margaret were very 

happy when their new baby was 
born. The very next day the baby 
was baptized and his name was 
called, Martin. \Vhen the baby 
was about seven months old, Hans 
and Ma.rgaret moved to Mansfeld, 
Germany, where Hans could earn 
mure money in the mines. Hans 
and Margaret were very strict in 
raising their children and Martin 
learned early to honor and obey 
his father and mother as you also 
have learned from the fourth com- 
m,andment. Martin’s father was a 
hard working man and after 
awhile he earned enough money to 
buy a house in Mansfeld. 

When Martin was. a child, the 
Roman Catholic religion was the 
official religion in Germany. It. 
was then, as it still is today, a re- 
ligion of fear and superstition 
rather than a religion of faith ‘and 
love in the Savior. This church 
did not point the people to be-’ 
lieve in Jesus as the only Savior of 
sinners but pictured the Savior as 
a stern and fearful Judge. Luther 
wrote: “From early childhood I 
was accustomed to turn pale and 
tremble whenever I heard the name 
of Christ, for I was taught that we 
ourselves had to atone for our sins, 
and since we could not sufficiently 
make amends or do acceptable 
works, our teachers directed us to 
the saints in heaven, and made us 
call upon Mary, the mother of 
Christ, and implore her to avert 
from us Christ’s wrath, and make 
Him inclined to be merciful to 
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us.” 
Young Martin started school in 

Mansfeld when he was six years 
old. In this school all of the 
studies were taught in the Latin 
language. School days were not 
pleasant for the children. The 
teachers were often cruel and 
heartless. If a child spoke German, 
which was the language spoken at 
home, instead of Latin, he was 
severely whipped. If he did not 
spell a word correctly he was also 
whipped. Luther wrote that one 
morning he was badly beaten by 
his teacher 15 different times and, 
we can be sure, Martin was a 

bright, well-behaved youngster. 
Martin Luther attended this Latin 
school in Mansfeld for about eight 
years. 

Can you think of some of the 
wonderful blessings which you en- 
joy in your home, church, Sunday 
School, and public school which 
were not enjoyed by the children 
of Luther’s childhood days? These 
bless,ings often seem so common 
to us today that we forget to 
thank the Lord for them. We 
should think of these things often 
and never forget to thank our dear 
Savior for such rich and bounteous 
blessings. - B. 

Mission Festival in Avery 
Park at Corvallis, Oregon 

July 23rd marked a very special 
occasion for the three Concordia 
Lutheran Conference congrega- 
tions on the West Coast. It was 
the annual joint Mission Fes,tival 
for St. John’s’ Lutheran Church of 
Lebanon, Oregon; St. Paul’s Luth- 
eran Church of Empire, Oregon; 
and St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
of Seattle, Washington. Nearly all 
of the members of these three con- 
gregations gathered themselves to- 
gether for a beautiful outdoor ser- 
vice in Avery Park at Corvallis, 
Oregon. 

During the service, in the cool 
morning air, the congregation sang 
hymns of praise to the Lord and 
Head of the Church in which the 

members especially admonished 
one another toward the spread of 
His glorious Word. Pastor Natter- 
er of Lebanon delivered a timely 
and edifying sermon based on 
Philippians 2: 14-16. He chose as 
his theme the questioni “How Can 
We Christians Do Mission Work 
Within Our Own Particular Call- 
ing In These Evil Times?” Two 
answers were given to this ques- 
tion: 1) By holding high the Word 
of Life to the members of the fam- 
ily, and 2 ) By holding high the 
Word of Life in our contacts with 
others. 

The 

lowed 
of the 
of His 

Food for the soul was fol- 
by the bountiful blessings 
Lord for the physical needs 
people as a wonderful pic- 

nic dinner was enjoyed by all. 
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Later, after several hours of en- Speed the triumphs of Thy 
joying one another’s company and Kingdom, 
fellowship, the people slowly and Spread its victories far and near. 
reluctantly disbanded to return to Own the work, Thy grace attend 
their distant homes. it, 

Which we undertake for Thee; 
Lord, Thy Church is ever praying, Let a holy love inflame us, 

Now her anxious yearnings Kindle zeal and fervency. 
h ear ; - B. 

Seminary 
Announcement 

The Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference Seminary, by the Lord’s 
rich grace, last June completed its 
first full year of instruction. We 
look forward to another year of 
blessing, under the Lord. Our 
Seminary will begin its. fall session 
on September 1 Ith, the Lord will- 
ing. 

In the name of Jesus, we urge 
you Christian parents. to consecrate 
your gifted sons for the work of 
the ministry. We urge you sons 
to heed the call of your Savior, Is. 
6: 8, “Also I heard the voice of the 
Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us? May you 
answer, saying: “Here am I; send 
me!” And you Christian congre- 
gations, we urge you to give earn- 
est consideration to the Word of 
our Savior, Matt. 9: 37, “The har- 
vest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few!” May you give 
encouragement and active support 
to such gifted young sons in our 
membership that they may become 

labourers in the Lord’s vineyard. 
To accomplish that blessed end, 

let us follow our Savior’s gracious 
directive, Matt. 9: 3 8, “Pray ye 
therefore the Lord of the harvest 
that He will send forth labourers 
into his harvest !” 

We therefore humbly pray, 
Thee, Lord Jesus, Thou Savior and 
Head of the Church, to send Thy 
gracious blessings upon us all, so 
that this important work which 
Thou hast commanded us to per- 
form in Thy vineyard may be car- 
ried out! We willingly undertake 
it in Thy name alone! Now let 
it be done according to Thy will, 
to Thy glory, and to the further- 
ance of Thy Church! 

Our Seminary is located at 73 3 1 
West Ruby Avenue, Milwaukee 
18, Wisconsin. It offers a 3 -year 
theological course. At the com- 
pletion of the prescribed course of 
study the student is graduated as 
a candidate for the Public Ministry 
in the work of the Church. 

Contact the undersigned at the 
same address if further informa- 
tion is desired. 

- E. L. Mehlberg 
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Many of the words which came 
from the lips of Jesus during His 
ministry here on earth were very 
sweet and mild, cheering and com- 
forting. But the Lord often 
uttered words which were also 
sharp and biting, so keen and pen- 
etrating as to pierce the very 
hearts of men. Thus, for example, 
Jesus rebuked Peter with this stern 
expression : “Get thee behind me, 
Satan, for thou art an offense un- 
to Me!” Matt. 16:23. In the pas- 
sage at the beginning of this medi- 
tation we find another strong and 
unusual sentence spoken by our 
Savior in the presence of His dis- 
ciples. To some it may sound like 
a jarring note and a detriment to 
peace and happiness. However, if 
we consider it in its setting and 
grasp its meaning, we shall find 
that these words are in the interest 
of truth and peace. 

The words of the Savior: “I 
came not to send peace, but a 
sword.” are part of the memorable 
address in which the Lord com- 
missioned His disciples to go forth 
and preach the Gospel and even 
perform miracles in His name. 
While theirs would be a noble task 
and their message one of peace, 
Jesus tells them to expect strife, 
enmity, and opposition in their 
labors as His ambassadors. To 

bring this out very dramatically 
He uses the word “sword.” With. 
this term the Savior means strife 
and dissension, for the effect of 
true preaching will be to. stir some 
people to bitterness and resentment 
and make them enemies of the 
Gospel, not as the fault of the 
Bible, but as the consequence of 
their hateful actions. 

To demonstrate the intensity of 
such opposition Jesus says, “For 
I am come to set a man at variance 
against his father, and the daugh- 
ter against her mother, and the 
daughter-in-law against her moth- 
er-in-law. And a man’s foes shall 
be they of his own household.” 
Matt. lo:3536. In other words, 
the most intimate ties on earth in 
the home and family may be sev- 
ered for Jesus’ sake. When in the 
case of religious differences a de- 
cision is necessary, then a painful 
choice must be made: either up- 
holding the truth or retaining 
peaceful relationships with loved 
ones. Which will win out: love to 
God and His Word or the home 
and family ties? Only the grace 
of God and the power of His 
Truth can help us pass the test 
and make the proper decision. 

The history of the early Church 
is marked by courageous confes- 
sion and bold defense of the Truth 
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as Christians stood up for the Lord 
while family ties were being sun- 
dered. The history of our own 
Conference bears out the truth 
that religious differences can es- 
trange close friends and disrupt 
families. What is the cause of this 
strife and dissension? It lies in 
man’s natural resentment of what 
God demands of him, namely, to 
recognize his own sinfulness, ask 
for forgiveness, believe in the Lord 
and dedicate his life to Him. By 
nature man rejects a faith and life 
rooted in the Truth. Even the old 
Adam of the believer makes him 
ask: “Why not refrain from de- 
fending the Truth if it causes 
strife? Would not silence be the 
better part of valor?” Not at all; 
if there is any yielding of prin- 
ciples, this is a denial of the Lord. 
The Truth. must be confessed at 
all costs! To compromise is the 

first step to gradual defeat and 
the loss of true neace. 

True believer; will cheerfully 
sacrifice all to the Truth of God’s 
Word. Opposition to their con- 
fession will lead them to study and 
appreciate the Bible more fully, 
for in th.at precious, Word lies the 
power to convict, convince, and 
convert. It is never confessed in 
vain and remains the only means 
to real and abiding peace with 
God. 

May God forgive us the many 
times we failed to confess Him 
boldly and kept silent! May He 
grant us courage to bring all the 
necessary sacrifices in the interest 
of His Truth, trusting in Him for 
success! God make each of us a 
bold confessor of Christ as His 
Kingdom of Peace grows in our 
hearts and in the hearts of others! 

- O.W.S. 

Gal. 5 : 13, “For, brethrm, ye hve been called wzto liberty; only use 
not lihty for an occasion of the flesh, but by love serve one anoZfher’.” 

The Third Commandment, ac- 
cording to its spiritual meaning, 
was, not only given to the Jews 
but to all people, and it will con- 
tinue to be in force until the day 
of Judgment. The specific exter- 
nal form in which this command- 
ment is to be kept, the certain day, 
the prescribed ceremonies, includ- 

ing time and place which are in- 
cluded in this commandment, were 
indeed directed to the Jews alone; 
however, the Third Commandment 
has an inner content which still 
applies also to us Christians. For 
that reason Luther, in complete 
harmony with the Gospel, ex- 
plained this commandment with 
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these words: “We should fear and 
love God that we may not despise 
preaching and His Word, but hold 
it sacred and gladly hear and learn 
it.” No one person who desires, 
salvation has been released from 
this commandment. The Chris- 
tian church is not freed from the 
use of the divine Word. The 
church must see to it that in it 
the Word is preached, held sacred, 
gladly heard and learned. If they 
want to continue as a Christian 
church, the Christians should as- 
semble for the purpose of occupy- 
ing themselves with God’s Word, 
in order to pray together, to praise 
and thank God, and jointly to 
make use of the holy Sacraments. 
If Christians did not do this, they 
would be, guilty of despising God’s 
Word and Sacrament which alone 
makes them holy. In that case they 
could not obtain the fulfillment of 
Christ’s promise: “Where two or 
three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” 

Yes., someone ma.y perhaps in- 
terpose, this is true, b,ut has not 
the Apostle himself declared that 
one should not permit himself to 
have scruples of conscience on ac- 
count of certain holy days? No 
d0ub.t. No one sh,ould believe that 
God has bound us to any particu- 
lar day by laws and command- 
ments. However, God not only 
commands the Christian church to 

hear His holy Word, but He also 
calls to it through the holy 

Apostle: “Let all things be done 
decently and in order!” But how 
would it be pos8sible for things to 
proceed decently and orderly in 
the church if the Christians did 
not fix a certain day or days on 
which they laid aside the work of 
their daily calling and desired to 
come together in order to occupy 
themselves jointly with God’s 
Word and prayer? What would 
become of a church if no fixed 
day were set, and the one member 
wanted to set aside today for the 
purpose of divine service, Holy 
Communion, and. s.ermon, whi1.e 
the other member wanted it set 
for tomorrow? The church would 
be turned into a desert and ruined; 
instead of every day, no day would 
be observed as a Christian Sabbath. 
The church, accordingly, has not 
been freed from the obligation to 
observe Christian order in its wor- 
ship arrangements. 

But, another perhaps insists, I 
have so much knowledge, so much 
faith, and so much zeal through 
God’s grace that I do not need a 
certain day; I keep Sabbath evmy 
day; why s,hould I permit the yoke 
of a certain day to be placed upon 
me? Are you, 0 Christian, so 
strong as you think, well for you! 
Then thank God for His bounti- 
ful grace! But consider that you 
still have fl,esh and blood. You 
still have something in you whi,ch 
needs to be driven, a.wakened, and 
encouraged. Therefore you should 

not feel secure and, for your very 
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own sake, you ought not despis.e 
such a glorious means as the public 
observance of Sunday. But even 
supposing that you yourself really 
did not need this means, still, 
many others in the Christian con- 
gregation do need it. Dare you 
now exclude yourself from. it? 
Dare you by your example mis- 
lead also the ,others to despise this 
means of edification who are in 
need of it? Dare you offend even 
the least among those who believe 
in Christ? Must you not do every- 
thing so that not only you are 
strong in faith but that others. 
are also more and more brought 
hereto by means of the public 
preaching and the regular Sunday 
public confession? - Thus, final- 
ly, the Christian is also not free 
from this service of love toward 
his neighbor. 

Christ has indeed freed his 
Christians through the Gospel 
from the curse and coercion of the 
Law, h,owever, not that one may 
freely do as he pleases, but on the 
contrary, through the Gospel 
Christ changes the hearts of the 
people so that without the com- 
pulsion of the Law they do ?ZZZK~~ 
more good with willing, spirited, 
and joyful hearts out of love, grat- 
itude, and praise to God for His 
grace. The true Christians are dif- 
ferent people through faith. Th.ey 
are such people who do not in- 
quire of the Law, that is, they do 
not wait to act till they are com- 
pelled to do so because the Law 

reads: “Thou shalt, thou shalt!” 
No, out of a free and willing im- 
pulse of love, which has been 
spread abroad in their hearts, they 
do all kinds of good wherever the 
opportunity presents itself. And 
thus also it is regarding the ar- 
rangement of the observance of 
Sunday. A Christian knows well 
that it is a matter of liberty, but 
for that very reason he observes 
it the more willingly and cheer- 
fully. He does not permit anyone 
to force and drive him to it, he 
observes it out of love for God’s, 
Word, out of love for Christian 
order’ and out of love for his weak 
neighbor. In the grace of the New 
Testament he voluntarily keeps, 
Sunday as holy as any believer of 
the Old Testament Covenant kept 
his Sabbath. 

Thy name be hallowed. Help 
us, Lord, 

In purity to keep Thy Word, 
That to the glory of Thy name 
We walk before Thee free from 

bl ame. 
Let no false doctrine us pervert; 
All poor, deluded souls convert. 

(The Lutheran Hymnal 4 5 8,2) 

Taegliche Hausandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 
Translated by E.L.M. 
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(With Editoral Comment) 

The Church of England has a 
new Archbishop. In very colorful 
and elaborate ceremonies the Rev. 
Arthur Michael Ramsey was en- 
throned as 100th Archbishop of 
Canterbury, succeeding Dr. Geof- 
frey Fisher as head of the Church 
of England. The climax of the 
services in Canterbury Cathedral 
came as the Archbishop sat in the 
chair of St, Augus,tine, used in the 
ceremony since 120 5. Following his 
enthronement Archbishop Ramsey 
declared in a sermon that he hoped 
the church “would become so an- 
noying to the state that it has dis- 
establishment forced upon it.” He 
called for a “greater degree of 
autonomy to manage our own 
af a firs.” The Ct5urc15 of England 
is established by law as the nation- 
al ch~ch of the English people. 
In 1~ 34, parkame& Passed the Act 
of Sufirema’cy whcb made the 
king, not the pope, head of the 
national c,!mrckx At losg last, it 
would semz as thoaqh this clmrch- 
state arrangement is beaded for 
some oppositSon! 

A church in Israel which is af- 
filiated with the Church of Christ 
(an aggressive U.S. denomination 
with 2 million members) has been 
stoned off and on for the past 
three months. Jewish crowds in 
Jerusalem disrupted services at the 
tiny Church of Christ mission by 

blocking worshipers and hurling 
stones through the windows. Rabbi 
Menahem Porush told the Israeli 
Parliament that “by trickery they 
(the Church of Christ) lure chil- 
dren. from their part of town into 
their net.” He was told that Israeli 
law permits religious freedom and 
that Jewish parents could send 
their children to missions or 
churches if they chose to do so. 
Meanwhile, the members of the 
congregation continued to wor- 
ship in the pastor’s house - in an- 
other section of the city - and 
made plans to repair their dam- 
aged church. According to reports 
the m~&vabers of the ultra-Ortbo- 
dox Naturi Karta in Jerusalem are 
guilty of these attacks. Be that as 
it may, tube Jews should bear in 
mind that the nzembers of this 
Churct!~ 0 f Christ mission are en- 
titled to the protection of the aa- 
tborities even though the Jews 
sharply disagree with their tea&- 
ings. Toleration of persecution 
places them iu the same category 
witks tbe Roman Cdrtholic Cburcib 
which even instigates many of the 
perseca~tions against the Protestants 
in sonae of the Soah American 
countries. 

r\ v 
The United Lutheran, official 

periodical of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, recently stated 
that “perhaps some day pastors of 
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the Lutheran Church-Missouri Sy- 
nod and the American Lutheran 
Church will be able to exchange 
pulpits,. and their members might 
take communion in each other’s 
churches if discussions scheduled 
to get underway next year be- 
tween the ALC and Misouri are 
successful.” Dr. Frederick A. 
Schiotz, ALC president, announced 
in Minneapolis. that conversations 
“looking toward pulpit and altar 
fellowship” would begin “early in 
1962.” Inf armed Lutherans how 
that feliowsbip between the Mis- 
souri Sy,uod and the Americana 
Lutheran Ci?wuch~ has been going 
on for a long time. (Joint services, 
etc.) Actually, the Missouri Synod 
mzd th,e ALC were “of ficiaUy 
united by the acceptance of the 
Comnama Conf essio?a, even though 
Missouri sh,elved the CC as an his- 
toric document in 19 56 because 
the ALC plann,ed to merge with 
thie ELC and the UELC. 

-o- 

The latest federal proposal to 
arouse Church-State controversy 
is the announced plan of the 
Peace Corps to work through es_ 
tablished voluntary agencies, in- 
cluding religious organizations, in 
carrying out some of its aid pro- 
jects for underdeveloped countries. 
Director Sargent Shriver has said 
that participating religious groups 
must accept peace corpsmen of all 
faith, and must promise not to 
engage in proselytizing. Roman 
Catholic spokesmen have given 

most positive approval to the 
Peace Corps program. The Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. and 
the national executive committee 
of the American Jewish Congress 
both opposed the plan of having 
religious groups carrying out a 
governmental operation. The Rev. 
Dr. Earl S. Erb, foreign missions 
secretary of the United Lutheran . 
Church, said it would be “utterly 
wrong” for religious organizations 
to accept Peace Corps funds and 
personnel on the terms’ proposed 
by Shriver. We are Sappy to see 
that tj30e are thse who are will- 
&g to speak out against the mix- 
ture of Chrcb azd State as advo- 
cated in the present Peace Corps 
plan. T be distinction between 
Church and State is set forth tn 
sacch Passages as watt. 22 :2 I and 
reiterated in oacr Confessions PEaha- 
ly and forcibly. ( C~I. Augsburg 
Conf essiofa, Art. 2 s> 

A Census Bureau report reveal- 
ed that the US. divorce rate was 
growing at twice the rate of the 
population. Tabulations in the 
1960 census showed that the num- 
ber of divorces had increased 2 8.3 
per cent over 19 50 while the adult 
population (14 years and over) 
had gained 12.6 per cent. Num- 
ber of divorced men had increased 
1,312,938 or 21.6 per cent while 
divorced women added to their 
number 1,839,322 or 33.5 per 
cent. South Carolina showed the 
largest increase in the number of 
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divorced people. During the de- 
cade the state had legalized di- 
vorce, which had previously not 
been permitted. Nevada was sec- 
ond and Arizona third. These sta- 
tistics aye not very pleasant read- 
ing. They serve to remind us that 
we live in very evil times. The 
writer in his Epistle to the He- 
brews warns, “Marriage is hon- 
ourable in all . . . but whoremon- 
gers 2nd adulterms God will 
judge.” ( I 3 A) 
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