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I AM IIE TRAT LIVETII, 
AND WAS DEAD;AND, 
BEHOLD, I AM ALIVE 
FOR EVERMORE! 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true visible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
th,at we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may then 
proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 

are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 

contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 

writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and .which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong impression. 



He’s risen, He’s risen, Christ Jesus, the Lord; 
He opened death’s prison, the Incarnate Word. 
Break forth, hosts of heaven, in jubilant song, 
And, earth, sea, and mountain, the paean prolong. 

The Foe was triumphant when on Calvary 
The Lord of creation was nailed to the tree. 
In Satan’s domain did the hosts shout and jeer, 
For Jesus was slain, whom the evil ones fear. 

But short was their triumph, the Savior arose, 
And Death, hell, and Satan He vanquished, His foes; 
The conquering Lord lifts His banner on high. 
He lives, yea, He lives, and will nevermore die. 

Oh, where is thy sting, Death? We fear thee no more; 
Christ rose, and now open is. fair Eden’s door. 
For all transgressions His blood doth atone; 
Redeemed and forgiven, we now are His own. 

Then sing your hosannas and raise your glad voice; 
Proclaim the blest tidings that all may rejoice. 
Laud, honor, and praise to the Lamb that was slain, 
Who sitteth in glory and ever shall reign. 

(C.F.W. Walther) 



The Blessings of 

By the grace of God we have 
again observed the glorious festi- 
val of Easter, but the spirit of 
that day of victory should linger 
in our hearts and lives constantly. 
The precious treasures offered 
through the resurrection of Christ 
should remain with us every day. 
For our walk of life we need those 
blessings. which only the risen 
Lord can supply. W.hat these are 
we learn from the story recorded 
in John 20, U-31, the account of 
one of His appearances to give 
positive proof of His triumph over 
the grave. 

We see first, that our resurrect- 
ed Lord rebuUs the f&b of His 
fearful disciples. As this story be- 
gins, the disciples, without Thom- 
as, were assembled behind 1ocke.d 
doors in a house in Jerusalem. Ever 
since their Master had been taken 
prisoner and was crucified as a 
common criminal, they found that 
they could not cope with all the 
fears that crowded in on them, 
especially that the Jews might 
make them also victims of their 
hatred. 

J esus, of course, knew their 
fears and came to help them. Sud- 
denly with almighty power He 
passed through the locked doors 
and greeted them, saying, Y?eace 
be unto you!” Then He showed 
them His hands and His side and 
thereby rebuilt their faltering 

the Risen Savior 

faith. Now they were glad when 
they saw the Lord and were con- 
vinced that He was indeed alive. 

On this occasion one disciple, 
Thomas, had been absent. When 
the others later told him about 
Jesus’ appearance, he refused to 
believe it and demanded special 
proofs. One week 
His great love and 
him all the proof 

later Jesus, in 
patience, gave 
he needed by 

appearing to the disciples again 
and telling Thomas to touch the 
nailprints and His side and to 
believe. Then it was that Thomas 
declared, “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus had rebuilt his. faith, too, 
and now all doubt and unbelief 
were removed. 

Faith does not rest on the evi- 
dence of the senses, but on the 
.Word of God which reveals Jesus 
as our risen Savior. Through that 
Word He has created faith in our 
hearts. We who see many miracles 
of God in nature have no reason 
to doubt that Jesus was raised from 
the dead. In days of stress and 
anxiety He demonstrates His pow- 
er in our lives by rebuilding and 
strengthening our faith. 

Secondly, the risen Savior fills 
zcs with Peace.’ and joy. When 
Jesus appeared to then disciples, He 
said, “Peace be unto> you!” This. 
is not a fleeting, worldly peace, 
but an inner peace of the heart, 
true peace between God and man, 



made possible by Jesus’ redemp- 
tion. This peace assures us that 
God loves us and will cause all 
things to work together for our 
good. 

This peace the disciples exper- 
ienced as Jesus appeared to .them 
and removed all fears. His pres- 
ence had filled them with a peace 
and a joy that enabled them to 
face trials and tribulations., yes, 
even a martyr’s, death, with confi- 
dence and trust in Him. We, too, 
have many burdens and ,problems, 
but as the risen Lord brings peace 
and joy into our hearts, our fears 
are removed, and we cheerfully go 
forward in His name. 

Finally, the risen Savior also 
gives a fn.w)ose to ozw lives. To 
the disciples Jesus said, “Receive 
ye the Holy Ghost!” This mea.nt 
that even though He would soon 
leave this earth, His guidance and 
direction would continue as the 
Holy Ghost dwells in their hearts 
and leads them into all truth. Then 
the Lord told them to bring the 
message of peace and forgiveness to 
all the world. This w,ould be their 
most important task in life. 

This promise and command still 
come to us today through the prec- 
ious Word of truth. The risen Lord 
also assures us that the Holy Spirit 
will direct our lives and encourages 
us to tell people how Jesus saved 
them from their sins and how to 
obtain salvation by faith in Him. 

This proclamation of the Gospel 

Thus we have seen what remark.- 
able blessings Easter brought to the 
disciples. What has i.t done for 
you? Has it strengthened your 
faith, filled your heart with peace 
and joy, and cause.d you to lead a 
better life o*f, service to God and 
man? If so, then Easter has been of 
real benefit to you and yours. May 
the resurrected Savior preserve in 
our hearts the peace of Easter and 
the hope of heaven! -0.w.s. 

of peace gives a worthwhile pur- 
pose to our lives. With our .Lord 
we have a peace-filled life and a 
most wonderful task, namely, that 
of ambassadors for Christ! As long 
as we are guided by ,the Spirit and 
faithfully discharge our God-given 
obligations, we shall remain with 
that happy flock of whom Peter 
writes: “Though now ye see Him 
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable!” 1 Peter 1: S. 

Whoso themkeueth~ unto Me 
shall dwell safely, a;rzd &a!1 be 
piet from fear of evil. (Prov. 

1:33) 
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MRS. 

OBITUARY 
MARIE SHUFELT 

1905-1961 

Mrs. Marie Shufelt, the devoted 
and beloved wife of the Rev. J. 
Ernest Shufelt, Pastor of Trinity 
Lutheran Church of Sigourney and 
Muscatine, Iowa, departed this life 
very suddenly on Friday morning, 
March 17, at 9: 1 I a.m., in the Mus- 
catine General Hospital where she 
had been a patient for a week. She 
had been ill for some weeks be- 
fore she entered the hospital. 

Mrs. Shufelt was born in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., October 22, 1905, the 
daughter of John and Augusta 
Zeilfelter who in their younger 
years had come to Pittsburgh from 
Germany. Besides her parents she 
was preceded in death by two 
husbands, Royal Sporman and 
Norman E. Gibson, and by two 
brothers and five sisters. 

She is survived by her husband; 
her son, Robert R. Sporman of 
Muscatine; her daughter, Mrs. 
Raymond Teckmeyer of Pitts- 
burgh; her sister, Mrs. Charles 
Jones of Pittsburgh; her grand- 
daughter, Bonnie Rae Teckmeyer ; 
a host of other relatives, and many 
dear friends both in Iowa and in 
Pittsburg. 

Pastor and Mrs. Shufelt were 
united in marriage on June 15, 
19~4, in Peace Lutheran Church, 
Tinley Park, Ill., by the pastor, 
the Rev. H. D. Mensing. After 
their marriage they established 

their home in the parsonage at 
Oskaloosa, Iowa, later on moved 
to Muscatine. 

Marie became a child of God 
through Holy Baptism in infancy. 
She was confirmed at the usual 
age in the Lutheran faith in Pitts- 
burgh. In due course, she was giv- 
en instruction and received into 
the communicant membership of 
Trinity Lutheran Church where 
she remained a devoted and active 
member to the day of her death. 

She grew ever richer in the 
knowledge of her God and Savior 
and of His Will for her; and she 
was ever using the talents, with 
which she was especially blessed, 
to bring sunshine and comfort 
and the Savior’s love both to her 
neighbors and friends and to those 
wmhom she was privileged to call 
her brothers and sisters in Christ. 

The undersigned officiated at 
her funeral in Muscatine on Sat- 
urday, March 18, with an appro- 
priate Word of comfort from the 
text, “For to me to live is Christ, 
and toI die is gain,” Phil. 1:2 1. 

A memorial service was held in 
Pittsburgh on Tuesday, March 2 1, 
for her relatives and friends living 
there. The undersigned preached 
on the very sobering but comfort- 
ing Scriptu.re, “The wages of sin 
is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord,” Rom. 6:23. 

Mrs. Shufelt’s mortal remains 
were laid to rest in Hope Ceme- 
tery, Pittsburgh, there to repose 
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in peace until the glorious Day of 
Resurrection when the Christian 
hope of us all will be rewarded 
with eternally blessed and joyful 
sight! “The Lord is my Shepherd, 
I shall not want. . . Surely good- 
ness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life; and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord 
f orever.” Psalm 23. 

- E. L. Mehlberg 

1960 STATISTICS 
for the 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 
CONFERENCE 

Baptized members ___________ --___ 43 0 
Communicant members ________ 260 
Voting members ____________________ 79 
Communed during 1960 ____ 1452 
Sunday School children ________ 119 
Sunday School teachers ________ 24 

“They that know Thy name 
will put their trust in. Thee: for 
Thou, Lord, hast not forsaken 
them that seek Thee. Sing praises 
to the Lord, which dwelleth in 
z ion: declare among the people 
His doings.” - Psalm 9, 1 O-l 1. 

LUTHER 
On The Resurrection 

“If there were no hope of the 
resurrection, or of another and 
better world, after this short and 
miserable life, wherefore should 
God offer Himself to. be our God, 
and say He will give us all that is 
necessary and healthful for us, 
and, in the end, deliver us out of 
all trouble, both temporal and 
spiritual?” 

“For as much as the everlasting, 
merciful God, through His Word 
and Sacraments, talks and deals 
with us . . l as to where we shall 
go w.hen we depart hence, and 
gives unto us His Son for a Sav- 
ior, delivering us from sin and 
death, and purchasing for us ever- 
lasting righteousness, life, and sal- 
vation, therefore it is most certain 
that we do not die away like the 
beasts that have no understand- 
ing; but so many of us as sleep in 
Christ shall through Him be raised 
again to life everlasting at the 
Last Day.” 

Selected from Luther’s 
Table-Talk 

by o3v.s. 
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John 16: 22-23.; And ye now therefore have SOYYOW: But I will see you 
again, and your’ heart shall rejoice, and your joy SO .ma,n taketh from 
you. And ilz thzlt day ye shall ask me not&&’ 

When the Lord tells His dis- 
ciples, “A little while, and ye shall, 
/not see me,” He herewith presents 
the short’ life history not o,nly of 
the, beloved Apostles but also of 
all Christians. Their life is not in- 
deed a constant, unbroken sorrow, 
but a constant change of joy and 
sorrow. On the one hand, as the 
b,asis of their joy is this that they 
see Christ, that is, that they are 
certain of the nearness of Christ’s 
grace, so, on the other hand, the’ 
basis of their SOPCYOZU is this that 
they I become umertain of the 
nearness of Christ’s grace. 

Christians indeed not only share 
in the com+mon troubles of all 
people of their times and country, 
but, because they are Christians, 
they have to suffer additionally, 
namely, disgrace, neglect, and, per- 
secution. However, the Christ - 
ian’s sorrow does not really con- 
sist. in that. If Christians sorrow 
over their cross, that is only weak- 
ness of their flesh; yes, it is more 
a worldly than a godly sorrow. 
They ought rather to rejoice and 
glory in their tribulations than to 
be sorrowful on that. account. 
Christian sorrow consists in some-1 
thing entirely different. True 
Christians recognize that they 

have no greater treasure in this 
world than this that they have 
God’s grace and that they live ac- 
cording to God’s Will. It is that 
alone which makes life dear and 
worthwhile to them and which 
transforms it from a valley of 
tears. into a place of joy. As long, 
h owever, as they live in this life, 
they never get so far tha.t they 

* 1 can witnout interruption comfort 
themselves concerning God’s grace, 
or that they are able to carry out 
God’s will in a perfect manner. 
They are not yet all spirit, but 
they still have much evil flesh in 
themselves. Today th.ey believe 
with full assur.ancej and tomorrow 
already it appears as though their 
faith has gone out like an extin- 
guished light; the old unbelief 
mightily asserts itself in the heart. 
As soon, however, as they become 
weak, in the faith, they then have 
lost the former PozvEr to fight a- 
gainst their sins, to lo,ve and serve 
God and their neighbor and to 
deny themselves. And though 
they may not immediately and 
completely fall from grace, this 
condition places them in a hard, 
ceaseless struggle and battle, so 
that they groan with” Paul, “0 
wretched man that I am! Who 



to God 
words of 

“If ,good 
It surely 

concerning that in the 
the hymn: 

is in this life of mine, 
is entirely Thine,” 

- then, under those circumstanc- 
es” it is indeed well with them! 
- If they did not feel their sin- 

shall deliver me from the body of 
this,, death?” And a Christian 
sometimes must spend many days 
in pain fighting. in this battle. A 
Christian often experiences longer 
periods of time in which he prac- 

. 
tically feels nothing except his un- 
belief and his sinfulness, and feels 
this so painfully that his heart is 
constantly filled with groanings. 
The recollection of his past fills 
him with sorrow. With sorrow he 
beholds his present heart and life. 
With thoughts of sorrow and 
dread he contemplates the future. 

Whoever has experienced noth- 
ing of this, and indeed does not 
experience something of it daily, 
he thereby has a sure sign that his 
faith is an empty, powerless fig- 
ment of. his imagination. As sad 
a. case, however, as is represent.ed 
by such powerless and battle-less 
Christians, so well, on the other 
hand, it is with those who have to 
confess that they practically are 
never completely free from dis- 
tress, care, and sorrow of heart. 
And if they can indeed only.speak 
of. practically nothing than their 
incu.rable corruption, and so far 
as the good in them. is concerned 
which they ever thought, spoke, 
or performed, if they then speak 

ful wretchedness and if they did 
not have sorrow of heart because 
of this sta.te of affairs, they would 
not remain with Christ for long, 
but they would soon become se- 
cure, proud, and selfrighteo,us. 
The sorrow with which they are 
again and again chastened is the 
means which God uses in order to 
keep them with Christ. And, oh, 
blessed is he who permits, himself 
to be thus preserved with Christ! 
He is thereby on the sure path to, 
eternal joy. As Christ specifically 
declares,’ “Afzd ye now therefore 
it? $ave sowow: but I will see you 
agailz, and yaw heart shall rejoice, 
and your joy no maM taketks from 
you. Aysd in that day ye shall ash 
me notthag.” 

Oh, therefore let us gladly trav- 
el the path of godly sorrow on 
which the Lord leads us.! His ob; 
jective and end is indeed joy for 
time and eternity. Here indeed, 
in the distress of our soul, the 
question sometimes escapes our 
weak hearts: 0 Lord, Why? .- 
but on that great day when we 
shall see God, when we sh.all reap 
the joyful harvest of the tears we 
here sowed, we will no longer 
question God, but only laud and 
praise Him because He led us. 
through suffering toeternal glory, 
through trouble and labor to per- 
petual rest, through sorrow to 
everlasting joy. 

(Mel. : Dear Christians, One and 
.A11 Rejoice) 

Turn not from me Thy gracious 



f ace, Help that I may then find relief, 
Let not the cross discourage; And praise Thee there forever. 
Depart not from me, Thou, my Amen. 

Grace, Taegliche Hausandacht 
Help me to bear my sorrows; C. F. Walther (Crull) 
Help me to joy when grief is o’er, Translated by E.L.M. 

A Super-Church? 
There is the definite tendency 

in our day to let others tell us 
what to do, how to do it, and 
when to do it. Of course, this is 
not a new tendency, because it 
emanates from our sinful fles,h. 
We find this to be the case already 
with the children of Israel who 
were not satisfied to have the 
Lord guide and rule them - they 
had to have a king. That this 
greatly displeased the Lord is very 
plainly stated by the prophet Sam- 
uel who said unto the children of 
Israel, “Thus saith the Lord God 
of Israel, I brought up Israel out 
of Egypt, and delivered you out 
of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
out of the hand of all kingdoms, 
and of them that oppressed you: 
and ye have this day rejected your 
God, who Himself saved you out 
of all your adversities and your 
tribulatioas; and ye have said unto 
Him, Nay, but set a king over us.” 
(1 Sam. lO:lS, 19) 

After all, it is much easier for 
us to let someone else make the 
decisions for us, to shift the re- 
sponsibility from off our own 
shoulders to someone else. In out- 

ward Christendom we find this 
to be the case more and more. 
Church bodies are merging to- 
gether to form large and outward- 
ly impressive organizations with a 
strong central committee which so 
often succumbs to the ever-pres- 
ent temptation to dominate and 
rule all of the others. 

The Lutheran Church in our 
own country is a sad example of 
this truth. Within the past de- 
cade we have witnessed a number 
of instances in which the officials 
of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod have brazenly infringed up- 
on the rights of the local congre- 
gation. No doubt, many of these 
examples are still quite fresh in 
the minds of our people. Even The 
Confessional Lufherdn, a magazine 
edited by a group of conservative 
pastors within the Missouri Synod, 
takes note of this situation with- 
in their Synod and declares, “We 
must recognize t&s issue nnd o$- 
pose tube rise of totalitarianism and 
modernism in out chrc~!.~ witku all 
ow might - TODAY; to~~orrow 
will be too late!” (Feb. 1961, p. 

26) 
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We Christians dare never for- 
get that the only authority for the 
Christian Church is not &rntijz 
wisdom, prudence, power, or man- 
made laws, but the Word of God! 
And this precious Word assures us, 
“One is your Master, even Christ; 
and all ye are brethren.” (Matt. 
23 :S) And again, “Ye know,” 
s,aid Jesus, “that the princes of 
the Gentiles exercise dominion over 
them, and they that are great ex- 
ercise authority upon them. But it 
shall not be so among you.” (Matt. 
20:2$, 26) And finally, the 
Apostle Paul tells us in his Epistle 
to the Galatians, “Stand fast there- 
fore in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free, and be 

not entangled again with the yoke 
of bondage.” ( 5 : 1) The Church 
has only ONE Master, ONE Rul- 
er, who has made us free-Christ! 
Thus as far as our relationship as 
Christians is concerned we are 
ccbrethrenJJ. We are all of equal 
rank, there are no human rulers 
and no slaves. Dr. Pieper has well 
stated, “If we grasp this, that 
Christians shall be governed solely 
with God’s Word, out of the clear 
Scriptures, all hierarchical systems, 
great and small, fall to pieces. The 
whole endless dispute about rank 
among persons and offices in the 
Church. . . is thereby brought to 
an end and made pointless.” 

-M.L.N. 

Around The World 
A British revision of the New 

Testament known as “The New 
English Bible: New Testament,” 
has already sold about 1 million 
copies. This project has gone on 
for 13 years. All major churches 
in Britain, except for the Roman 
Catholic, joined in the revision. 
Prof. Charles Dodd, director of 
the project, claims that the origi- 
nal Greek and Hebrew have been 
translated into “English which is 
as clear and natural as the subject 
matter will allow.” 

At a John Carroll University 
convocation in Cleveland, Ohio, 
Rev. Gustave Weigel, Roman 
Catholic ecumenical spokesman, 

cautioned against harping on 
things which separate Catholics 
and Protestants. He cited Baptism 
as an example of where Catholics 
and Protestants have more on 
which to agree t,han disagree. He 
‘. 

said all Christians agree there is 
only one Baptism; all agree that 
water is used. He said that the 
main stumbling block to the com- 
plete “unity of conversion” is that 
ccProtestant churches have a dread- 
ful fear of authority,” such as 
exists in the Catholic Church. 
“And it will do Catholics no good 
to plead ‘please come back, come 
home to your Father’s house.’ The 
reaction of non-Catholics is to 
answer - You come home and 



join us in progress, we are not go- 
ing back,” Rev. Weigel said. 

-O- 

Meeting in New Delhi recently, 
the 14th World Health Assembly 
voted 3 1 to 18 against a proposal 
calling for planned parenthood as 
a preventive measure in mater- 
nal and child health. Twenty-five 
nations abstained from voting on 
the proposal made by Ceylonese 
and ‘Norwegian delegates. Spanish, 
French, Belgian and Portuguese 
representatives vigorously protest- 
ed introduction of the proposal. 

-(F_ 
A spokesman for the British 

Flying Saucer Society s,aid that be- 
fore the Soviets - or anyone else 
- try to put a man on a planet 
they’d better get the planet’s per- 
mission. “We’ve been informed by 
the cosmic masters,” said William 
Mayhew in an interview, “that 
earth men will not be allowed to 
land on other planets.” Mayhew, 
a lawyer, and 700 other members 
of the society have been attending 
Britain’s first National Flying 
Saucer convention. During their 
two-day session in London they 
said they established contact with 
a spokesman on Mars through Tone 
of their officials, George King. 
This “voice from Mars” declared, 
as Mayhew claimed, that there 
would be a conflict between the 
earth and Mars between 19’63 and 
1964. 

In testimony before a House 

education sub-committee, Robert 
E. Van Deusen, representing the 
National Lutheran Council, op- 
posed any form of federal aid for 
parochial schools. He said that the 
responsibility for religious train- 
ing rests solely with the church, 
and not the government. “‘We 
share with our brothers of the 
Roman Catholic faith a concern 
for the importance of religious in- 
struction and training,” Van Deu- 
sen said, “but we are convinced 
that when a religious group ac-. 
cepts the option of conducting its 
own schools, it should provide the 
necessary financial support, thus 
insuring ,its own continuing aut- 
onomy and freedom.” 

__o-- 
U.S. Senator Barry Goldwater 

of Arizona will be one of the 
major speakers at the annual Ash- 
ram .of the Lutheran Student As- 
sociation of America, to be held 
Aug. 2i’-Sept. 3 at Williams Bay, 
Wis. More than 400 students are 
expected to take part in the study 
conference, which will deal with 
“The ’ Mission of the Church in 
North America.” Other speakers 
will include Dr. Martin Marty, 
associate editor of T h:e Chistian 
Celztu’ry and a Missouri Synod 
clergyman. This year’s Ashram is 
the 2 5th annual conference spon- 
sored by the student group and 
patterned after the famous Hindu 
ashrams of India, where disciples 
met “in the shadow of a rock” for 
study and spiritual quest. 
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Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, form- 
er president of the National Coun- 
cil o,f Churches, said that the John 
Birch Society and oth.ers are wag- 
ing what he called “campaigns of 
falsehoods” against the Presbyter- 
ian Church and the National 
Council of Churches. Dr. Blake 
said he personally was. attacked 
by Dr. Edgar Bundy of Wheaton, 
Ill. in a publication “implying 
that I am a Communist, soft on ,’ 
communism, or a Communist 
dupe. This is false witness.” He 
was scheduled to appear before a 
closed Congregational question and 
answer session. 

Bishops, of the Episcopal Church 
issued a report condemning capi- 
tal punishment, and criticizing 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover for 
supporting it. The %&page re- 
port says the death penalty “brut- 
dizes society,” debases law en- 
forcement, fails to deter crime, 
even stimulates crime in some 
cases, and is “contrary to the will 
of God.” Th e report also raps J. 
Edgar Hoover, for dis’missing op- 
ponents o,f capital punishment as 
sheltered people unaware of the 
horrors committed by criminals. 

The Board of Parish Education 
Advisory Committee on English 
Bible Versions of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod h.as an- 
nounced the appointment of Dr. 

Alfred von Rohr Sauer of Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, to the 
Standard Bible Committee which 
will concern itself in particular 
with an extensive revision of the 
RSV. The Missouri Synod com- 
mittee on the RSV also, heard Dr. 
Luther A. Weigel, chairman of 
the RSV committee, inform them 
that 189 corrections affecting 222 
passages were made by his com- 
mittee in a meeting during the 
summer of 19 5 8. He also said 
that 18 of the changes proposed 
by the Missouri Synod committee 
had been accepted. The commit- 
tee was also informed “that it is 
impossible to predict when such 
an extensive revisi0.n will be com- 
pleted.” 

At a meeting held in Minneapo- 
lis, Minnesota, the American Luth- 
eran Church, the Augustana Luth- 
eran Church, and the Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod, laid 
plans for a special youth research 
project under the direction of Dr. 
Merton P. Strommen, a full-time 
director. 

A proposal that all denomina- 
tions unite in using the sentence, 
“Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us” (ins,tead 
of either “debts” or “trespassesJJ), 
has been made to the World and 
National Council of Churches by 
the Reformed Church in America. 



Bible Study Outlin& 

THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT 
I Marriage 

A. It was instituted by God. Gen. 2 : 1 S-24. 

B. It should consist of one man and one woman. Matt. 19:4-6; 
1 Cor. 7:2. 

1. How did polygamy originate? Gen. 4: 19ff. 
2. Brigham Young, leader and president of the Mormon 

church aft er the death of Joseph Smith, declared: “If 
any of you will deny the plurality of wives and con- 
tinue to do so, I promise that you will be damned.” 
(Journal of Discourses, III, p. 266) 

C. It is a God-pleasing estate. Ps. 128 ; John 2: l-l 1; 1 Tim. 5 : 14. 
1. Why is marriage no Sacrament? 
2. The Roman Church places celibacy above marriage. “If 

any one saith, that the marriage state is to be. placed 
above the state of virginity, or of celibacy, and that it 
is not better and more blessed to remain in virginity, or 
in celibacy, than to be united in matrimony: let him be 
accursed.” (Canons and Decrees of the Council of 
Trent) 

D. It is entered into by a rightful engagement. Matt. 1: 1 S-20, 24. 
1. The approval of the parents should also be secured. Gen. 

24:57ff; Eph. 6:2. 
2. Physical relationship is NOT permitted during the en- 

.gagement, but only after the marriage ceremony. 

II God forbids the disruption of the marital bond by unfaithfulness 
or desertion. Matt. 19: 6. 

A. Examples: 2 Sam. 11 (David took Uriah’s wife) ; .Matt. 14: 
3ff (King Herod took his brother’s wife). 

B. What a shocking divorce rate there is to&y!: There were 
9 5.~71 divorces in the U.S. merely during the first six months 
of 1960 ! This was an increase of 6.2 per cent over 19 59. 
Heb. 13:4. 

C. In the case of fornication Scripture grants the innocent party 
the right to secure a divorce. Matt. 5 : 32; l%P. 
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Il. In the case of malicious desertion, which really is in itself 
d’ ivorce, the innocent party is also permitted to ob,tain a di- 
vorce. I Cor. 7: 15. 

1. God’s Word does not recognize any other grounds for 
d’ ivorce. 

2. The Roman Church does not permit divorce in any case; 
instead, it grants “annulments” which declare that a 
marriage never really existed. (2 56 marriages were an- 
nulled in 1956). 

III All uncleanness is forbidden in - 

A. thoughts and desires. Matt. 5:28; 15:19; 2 Pet. 2:14. 

B. words and deeds. Eph. 5 : 3, 4, 12. 

IV God requires that we lead a chaste and decent life in word and deed. 
Rom. 13:13; Eph. 4:29; 1 Cor. 6:19. 

V We must, therefore, seek to quench all evil desires by - 

A. God’s Word. Gen. 3 9% 

B. prayer. Ps. 5 1: 10. 

C. work. (An idle mind is the devil’s paradise). 

D. temperance. Prov. 23:31-33; 1 Cor. 9:25; Eph. 5:18. 

E. fleeing and avoiding all opportunity for unchasteness. Prov. 
1:lO; 1 Cor. &:18; 2 Tim. 2:22. 

1. What a vast array of temptations there are! (Indecent 
books, magazines, movies., television. programs, etc.) 

2. The modern worldly social dance is also a sin against 
this Sixth Commandment because of the embrace in- 
volved. 

3. Why must all these warnings be directed to us Chist- 
kaf& 1 Cor. 10312; Matt. 26:41; Prov. 6:27, 28. 

VI God enjoins upon married couples in particular that each should 
love and honor the other. 

A. Husbands. Eph. 5:25-33; Col. 3 : 19; 1 Pet. 3:7. 
B. Wives. Eph. 5:22-24; Titus 2:4; 1 Pet. 3:1-6. 
C. How different many marriages would be if each spouse gave 

heed to God’s Word! 
-M.L.N. 
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