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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true visible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may then 
proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.“ 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong impression. 



In Illness 

In Trouble 

In Doubt 

In Fear 

In Danger 

In Discouragement 

In Adversity 

In Weakness 

In Grief 

May this 
T 

be our foremost resolve during 19 60: 

In spite of ills that threaten may, 
I’ll walk with JESUS all the way! 

“Malzy are the afflictions of the righteous; but the 
Lord deliveretb k&z out of them all.” Ps. 34, 19, 

“Call upon Me in the day of trouble: I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt gbrif y Me.” Ps. 50, 15. 

Yi!hst ye in the Lord forever; for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength.” Is. 26, 4. 

‘?Fear tlSou not; for I am with thee; be not dis- 
mayed, for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; 
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of My righteomness.” Is. 41, 10. 

“The angel of the Lord encampeth round abozkt 
them that fear Him, and deliveretlb them.” 

Ps. 34 ,7. 

“We know t&t all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to His purpose.” Rom. 8, 2 8. 

“Cast all yoatr care zcpon Him; for He careth for 
you.” 1 Peter 5, 7. 

“My grace is saf ficient for thee: for My strength 
is made perfect in weakness.Jf 2 Cor. 12, 9. 

“Let not yoztr heart be troubled. . . I go to prepare 
a place for you. . . that where I am, there ye may 
be also.” John 14, I-3. 

-0.w.s. 



JESUS -- THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD AND THE GLORY 
OF THE CHURCH 

-- An Epiphany’ Medifution -- 

On January 6th the Christian 
Church observed one of its oldest 
festivals, dating back to the end 
of the 2nd century, namely, the 
Epiphany Festival. “Epiphany” 
means “manifestation” or “appear- 
ing.” The Gospel lesson for this 
festival tells us how the Lord man- 
ifested Himself as the promised 
Messiah to the Wise Men from the 
east, who represent all the Gentiles 
in the world. This Epiphany 
clearly demonstrated that Jesus is 
the Savior of all mankind. He is 
the Light of the world which 
brings men to faith and points 
them to heaven. In the Old Test- 
ament the prophet Isaiah had much 
to say concerning this Light of 
the world who is also the Glory 
of His Church. 

In the 60th chapter of his book 
Isaiah is writing to God’s chosen 
people, who were not faring well 
at the time. The sins of the lead- 
ers and the people brought God’s 
judgments upon them. To other 
nations they were a reproach.. 
Their glory had gone; darkness en- 
veloped all. By inspiration Isaiah 
looks beyond to a brighter day 
when Jesus, the Light of the world, 
would come, when idolatry and 
unbelief would vanish as He est- 
ablishes His spiritual kingdom, 
when His Church would grow and 
flourish. 

To a broken and dejected people 
this glimpse of the future gave 
courage and hope. It helped them 
meet captivity with new confi- 
dence, for it assured them that the 
Lord’s arm would get them the 
victory. New hope sprang from 
the dust, and eyes once darkened 
looked up to see the peace and 
comfort of the future. Despite an 
evil world the Messiah would 
come, and the glory of the Lord 
,would rise upon them. 

We Christians look back with 
rejoicing and declare: The Light 
has come, the Glory of the Lord 
is risen upon us! In these diffi- 
cult times the Church dare not 
cry out in despair, no matter how 
unpleasant its lot may seem. Let 
us never forget: no power on 
earth is able to take from the 
Church her Light and Glory, 
Jesus Christ. He came to redeem 
all men, and His sacrifice on the 
cross paid the full price of our 
deliverance. The forgiveness which 
He has earned for us cannot be 
extinguished. No force can over- 
come Him. 

But the Light of the world is 
also the Glory of the Church. 
When thoughts of defeat and de- 
spair would break us down, we 
need but look up and behold the 
glory of God in our Lord and Re- 
deemer as revealed to us in His 



precious Word and Gospel. There 
are always such as act in a way 
that is apologetic for the Church, 
who ridicule it as a thing of pity 
and disgrace, who see in it an in- 
stitution that preserves the theor- 
ies of an ancient world long dead. 
To such ,the Church is useless and 
a nuisance. 

Thus it was in the days of Isaiah. 
Idolatry and immorality were pre- 
valent. The temple had fallen in- 
to disuse and was given over to 
the service of the devil. The Law 
of Moses was forgotten, and the 
worship of the flesh was the vogue 
of the day. Then indeed the 
Church was a thing of pity. The 
days of Jesus were no different. 
Then, too, spiritual darkness cov- 
ered the earth. People were en- 
slaved in a religion of laws; ambi- 
tions were directed to a new earth- 
ly kingdom of David, and moral- 
ity reached an all-time low. The 
spiritual gloom merely served as 
a backdrop against which the Sav- 
ior and His salvation appeared 
more brightly. In our day and 
age the louder the voices of ath- 
eism and communism shout, the 
more wonderful by contrast is 
Jesus, His peace and blessing. The 
glory of God in Christ is set off 
by all the liberal churches and 
anti-Christian movements, even as 
the beauty of a diamond is em- 
phasized when placed on black 
velvet. When tempests blow hard- 
est, the Church is most beautiful 
as a haven of refuge. May the 

voices of those who slander and 
detract never frighten, for the 
Church is divine, founded on 
Christ, His Light cannot fail! 

We know that once the dis- 
ciples saw the glory of God in 
Christ, their Master, they became 
bold to reflect that Light to 
others. On Pentecost 3000 souls 
were added to the Church.. In 
time that number increased, as the 
words of Isaiah were literally ful- 
filled: YI%e forces of the Gentiiles 
st!mll cogs& unto thee.” From all 
corners of the earth people have 
been drawn to the Light of the 
world and have found that peace 
which only the Lord can give. 
Although the Church is often de- 
spised by man, yet evil efforts 
have been in vain, and the Church 
has become a rich and strong fam- 
ily of God. Its. real strength lies 
in its consecration to the Light of 
the world and the message of 
truth. In the Church. are such as 
desire to place Christ ahead of 
everything as they reflect His 
glory on this earth. How happy 
each one ought to be who belongs 
to this glorious company! 

To all these faithful Isaiah s.ays, 
Arise and shine! Jesus tells us: 
What I tell you in darkness, that 
speak ye in light; what ye hear 
in the ear, that preach ye upon 
the housetops! Matt. IO, 27. Tfie 
spirit of Epiphany is MISSIONS, 
bringing the Light of the world 
to lost souls. May we remember 
those sitting in gro,ss darkness! Let 
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there be no feeling of inferiority 
or indifference ! May we shine as 
lights and reflectors of the Lord! 
By prayer, personal work, and 
generous gifts may we send forth 
the rays of the light of God’s 
Word among the lost and despair- 
ing! 

In the light of Epiphany may 
we consecrate ourselves anew to 

our mission tasks and resolve to 
influence the world by our Christ- 
centered faith and life! This is 
our greatest challenge during 1960. 
Let us meet it with God’s help 
and arise and shine! May He who 
is the Light and Glory of the 
Church keep us in the true faith 
until His majestic Epiphany in 
h eaven! -0.w.s. 

Official Announcement 
Since the Rev. E. L. Mehlberg 

has resigned from the Committee 
on Theological Education because 
he accepted the professorship at 
our Seminary, the undersigned has 
appointed the Rev. J. Ernest Shu- 
felt to fill the vacancy on this 
committee. May the Lord’s bless- 
ing rest upon his faithful labors. 

H. D. Mensing, President 

John 3 : l-6, Yi!%ere was a man of 
the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, 
a ruler of fbe Jews: the same came 
to Jeszls by night, and said unto 
i&n, Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God: for 
no man can do these miracles that 
thou doest, excejt God be with 
him. Jesus umwered and said unto 
him, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, 
be cannot see the kingdom of God. 
Nicodemus saith unto k&n, How 

can a man be born when be is old? 
cm be enter the second time into 
his moth& womb, and be born? 
Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a man be 
born of water and of the Spirit, 
be cannot enter into the k.ingdom 
of God. That w&b is born of the 
flesh is f lesb; and that w&k is 
born of the Spirit is s$irit.” 

According to these words, re- 
generation is not something which 
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a Christian could have and also 
could not have; it is not a praise- 
worthy characteristic and exper- 
ience- of strong Christians which 
weak Christians, on the other 
hand, could lack; it is not a high 
degree of Christianity to which 
all Christians do not have to at- 
tain. One wouldn’t say: It is good, 
it is desirable, it is beneficial, it is 
well to have experienced the re- 
birth; but rather: “Except a man 
be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.” 

It is therefore a settled matter: 
whoever is not yet reborn, he is 
not a member of God’s kingdom 
but is in Satan’s kingdom.. One 
who is not reborn has not yet tak- 
en the first step in God’s kingdom; 
yes, he has not yet even “seen” it, 
as Christ says: he is therefore far 
removed yet from God’s grace. 
His sins have not yet been for- 
given, and in this condition it is 
impossible for him to come to God 
and be saved. In a word, he is a 
lost sinner. And it is noteworthy 
that Jesus here affirms this with 
a fourfold rcverily!” that is, with 
a fourfold oath, He takes God 
Himself as a witness before all the 
world that it is and remains for- 
ever and ever irrevocably settled 
that no one shall enter into His 
kingdom or see it without regen- 
eration. 

When now Christ further says: 
“That which is born of the flesh 
is flesh; and that w&c15 is born of 
the Spirit is spirit,” He herewith 

testifies, furthermore, for whom 
the rebirth is so neces’sary, namely, 
all people by nature. For when 
Christ says: “That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh,” He wants to 
indicate this: through the natural 
birth which takes place according 
to the flesh, through which all 
people come into the world, we 
all become fleshly people who are 
not spiritual and therefore not fit 
for the kingdom of God. We do 
not inherit divine life and spirit 
from our earthly parents, but 
rather natural life and flesh or 
sin. We therefore are by nature 
full of darkness, blindness, and 
enmity against God. Accordingly, 
every person born into this world 
needs to be reborn. Whoever is 
not entirely differently born again 
through the heavenly power of the 
Holy Spirit, such a one cannot ob- 
tain eternal life. 

It will become still more clear 
to us just who needs to be reborn 
when we consider who this Nico- 
demus was whom Christ was ad- 
dressing: “Except a man be born 
again, be cannot see the kingdom 
of God.” This Nicodemus was al- 
ready a professing member of the 
true church. Through the sacra- 
ment of circumcision he had al- 
ready at one time been received 
into God’s covenant of grace. He 
was an old, experienced man. He 
was a ruler of the Jews; a strict 
Pharisee, still not as hypocritical 
and proud as were most of them. 
He did not look down upon Christ 
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as they, much less did he hate and 
persecute Him, but he acknow- 
ledged Him to be a master and 
teacher come fro-m God. He liked 
to listen to the teaching of Christ. 
For that reason he even went to 
Christ in the night in order to 
discuss with Him the way of sal- 
vation. At the same time Nico- 
demus was a learned man and well 
versed in the Scriptures. In a 
word, Nicodemus was an out- 
standing man concerning whom 
every one thought: If he does not 
get to heaven, who then can pos- 
sibly get there? 

And yet, what does Christ say, 
as Nicodemus comes to Him? He 
closes heaven before his very eyes 
and tells him that if he is not first 
reborn spiritually, he will then in 
spite of all his knowledge, vir- 
tues, works, and in spite of all his 
holiness, righteousness, worthiness, 
piety, and experience be eternally 
lost and condemned. 

From this it is clear, a person 
may be a professing member of 
the true church, a person may 
even h ave once been reborn 
through holy Baptism, a person 
may have had many experiences 
in the world and already have grey 
hair; a person may gladly and reg- 
ularly hear God’s Word, know the 
entire pure doctrine, believe it and 
defend it ; a person may be so 
pious that the whole world stands 
amazed at him, acknowledging 
him to be a living saint: and still, 
with all this, such a person may 

yet be just a natural man who is 
still barred from God’s kingdom; 
if, namely, such a person with all 
of this still does not have a heart 
which has been regenerated by the 
Holy Ghost. Yes, still more, ex- 
ternally one can even appear a 
thousand times better than a true, 
reborn Christian; that does not 
help any if one is not reborn, for 
God looks upon the heart. 

Oh, enter, Lord, Thy temple, 
Be Thou my spirit’s Guest, 
Who gavest me, the earth-born, 
A second birth more blest! 
Thou in the God-head, Lord, 
Tho’ here to dwell Thou deignest, 
Forever equal reignest, 
Art equally adored, 

(The Lutheran Hymnal 228 : 1) 

Taegliche Hausandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 
Translated by E.L.M. 

The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall 1 fear? the 

Lord is the strength of my life; of 
w.bom sbaD I be afraid? (Ps. 27: I > 
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The Missouri Synod’s Liberalism 

Is Apparent To All 
A religious newscaster has dis- 

closed that a major board of the 
Lzctheran Church - Missouri Sy- 
god, second largest Lutbran body 
in America, has applied for and 
has been granted full membership 
in a diuisio;rz of the Nathal 
Council of the Chrcbes of Christ 
in th U.S,& 

Richard T. Sutclif f e, associate 
director of the deparhent of 
press, radio and tekvision of the 
United Lutheran Chrcls in Am- 
erica, in his p&q-winning weekly 
religious newscast, ThrcrS World 
News,” carried ouer 75 radio sta- 
tions, announced recently that the 
board of home missions of the 
Lutheran Cbabrch - Missouri Sy- 
n.od has become- a member of 
NCCCUSA’s division of h0rn.e 
missions. 

‘The action brought a pleased 
smile to the face of American Pro- 
testarctism. . . and, perhaps, a 
raised eyebrow or two,” Sutcliffe 
said. “Missouri Luthrans tradi- 
tionally have remained aloof from 
all formal rilationships and affili- 
ations wit/5 other chrclws in tbe 
mainstream of Protestant Chis- 
tianity. . . and this is the first 
time Missouri has taken such ac- 
tion. 

“Too, the move was at Mis- 
souri’s own instigation and is an 
apparent reversal of its of fstatkd 

reluctance to obligate itself out- 
side its own chzrcib-yard. 

“Missouri logic, as propounded 
by spo8esmen, insists that to affil- 
iate with non-Missouri Christians 
prior to ‘complete doctrilzal agree- 
me33’ is to ccompromise’ itself 
theologically.” 

The apparent aboutAface of ooze 
of the most conservative branches 
of American Lutheranism was in- 
terupted by Sutclif fe as a signifi- 
cant CccracP in the seawall “w~icb 
b as traditionally separated the 
Missouri Synod Lutherans from 
other church bodies in the ocean 
of world Protestantism.” 

The National Council of 
Ckswrches represents 3 5 Protestant 
and Eastern Ortbodox commtin- 
ions with a combined membership 
of more tf5an 37,000,OOO. 

The above quotation has been 
taken from the combined edition 
of the Oregonian - The Orego% 
Journal, Dec. 18, 19. Let the 
members of the Missouri Synod 
honestly try to harmonize the. 
above action with the Brief State-. 
ment to which they claim they 
adhere, particularly, the paragraph. 
on Church Fellowship which reads 
as follows: “Since God ordained 
that His Word only, without the 
admixture of human doctrine, be 
taught and believed in the Chris- 
tian Church, 1 Peter 4 : 11; John 



8:31, 32; 1 Tim. 6:3, 4, all Chris- 
tians are required by God to dis- 
criminate between orthodox and 
heterodox church bodies, Matt. 
7: l$, to have church fellowship 
only with orthodox church bodies, 
and, in case they have strayed into 
heterodox church bodies, to leave 
them, Rom. 16: 17. We repudiate 
unionism, that is, church fellow- 

ship with the adherents of false 
doctrine, as disobedience to God’s 
command, as causing divisions in 
the Church, Rom. 16:17; 2 John 
9, 10, and as involving the con- 
stant danger of losing the Word 
of God entirely, 2 Tim. 2 : 17-2 1.” 
It seems as though Missouri’s lib- 
eralism is apparent to all,-except 
the Missouri Synod! 

M.L.N. 

Whosoever b&refix-e shall con- 
fess Me before men, him will I 
confess also before My Father 
wlbicls is in heaven. But whosoever 
shall deny Me before men, him 
will I also deny before My Father 
w&b is in heaven. (Matt. 10: 32, 

33) 

BACK ISSUES 
We have had many requests for 
back issues of our periodical. These 
will be priced as follows: 

Issues of current year ___-- - __-_ .20 

An additional five cents for each 
previous year. 

For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternltl life 
though Jesus Christ our Lord. 

(Rom. 6~23) 

Not forsaking the assembling of 
ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one an- 
other: and so much the more, as 
ye see the Day approaching. (Heb. 
10:25) 

I . IO- 



The Place Of The Christian Man 

In The Church And Home 

(Printed by resolution of the ninth annual convention of the 

Concordia Lutheran Conference) 

Man was the crown of God’s 
creative work. After God had 
created the heavens and earth and 
every living thing, “God said, Let 
Us make man in Our image, after 
our likeness. . . so God created man 
in His own image, in the image of 
God created He him; male and fe- 
male created He them.” (Gen. 1: 
26, 27) What a marvelous crea- 
tion of the Triune God! The 
Psalmist declares, “I will praise 
Thee; for I am fearfully and won- 
derfully made : marvelous are Thy 
works; and that my soul knoweth 
right well.” ( 139: 14) In distinc- 
tion from the animals man was 
created in the image of God. Lu- 
ther’s Small Catechism states in 
answer to the question: “Which 
is the foremost visible creature? 
The foremost visible creature is 
man, because in the beginning God 
Himself especially formed his 
body, gave him a rational soul, 
made him ruler over the earth, 
and, above all, created him in His 
image.” (p. 96) This sublime and 

simple Scriptural fact stands as 
the unalterable truth and brands 
all the various man-made theories 
of the evolution of man as blas- 
p hemous lies ! 

Even after man had fallen into 
sin and lost the image of God 
wherein he had been created, God 
did not forget about man. Through 
the Seed of the Woman (Gen. 3: 
15) God promised comfort and 
hope. Christ, true God and Man 
in one undivided Person, came to 
seek and to save lost mankind. The 
Savior’s bitter sufferings and death 
are the indisputable proof of the 
great love of God for man. For- 
giveness of sins, life and everlast- 
ing salvation are the free gifts 
which man’s Substitute, Chrisat 
Jesus, earned for man who lay 
spiritually dead in sin (Eph. 2 : I ) . 
While, of course, God the Father 
has already declared all men justi- 
fied because of the all-sufficient 
sacrifice of the Son, (2 Cor. S: 
19) man himself derives no bene- 
fit until he accepts these free gifts 
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by believing the Gospel (Rum. 3 : 
28 ) . Once God the Holy Spirit 
has brought a man to faith in 
Christ his Savior, he becomes a 
new creature (2 Cor. 5 : 17)) a 
Christian, a true believing child 
of God and an heir of heaven. As 
such he now strives to please his 
Savior in all that he does. 

It is this Christian man who 
shall occupy our attention in this 
present essay. Our assigned theme 
is: 

THE PLACE OF THE CHRTS- 
TIAN MAN IN THE CHURCH 
AND HOME 

First of all, we want to direct 
our attention to the place of the 
Christian man in the Clwcb. 

There is probably no other place 
in the Holy Scriptures which con- 
fers such honorable and noble 
titles upon the Christians than I 
Peter 2 :P. There the Christians 
are referred to as “a chosen gen- 
eration, a royal priesthood, an holy 
nation, a peculiar people.” These 
glorious titles are not given to the 
Christian with the intention of 
having him sit back in the Church 
and expect to be waited on. No, 
indeed, for right after the listing 
of these titles the Apostle Peter 
includes the words, “that ye 
should show forth the praises of 
Him who hath called you out of 
darkness, into His. marvellous 
light.” This means that the Chris- 
tian must now bring forth the 
fruits of his faith. Thus the place 
of the Christian man in the Church 

is not only a place of honor but 
also a place of work! It is this 
latter point which we wish to em- 
phasize in a practical way. 

Surely every Christian man is 
acquainted with the commission of 
the Savior, “Go ye therefore, and 
teach (make disciples of) all na- 
tions, baptizing them in the ndme 
of the Father, ajgd of tbe Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: teaching them 
to observe all thags whatsoever I 
have commanded you.” (Matt. 28 : 
19, 20) This. co>mmand of Jesus 
is directed tu ALL Christians, and 
not merely to the pastors. This, 
however, does not mean that the 
Christian laymen have the right 
to teach and preach publicly in 
the congregation. For in order to 
do this, it is. necessary that a Chris- 
tian man be Scripturally qualified 
(1 Tim. W-7) and that he be 
properly called by a Christian 
congregation. The Scriptures plain- 
ly state in Romans 10 : 13 - 15, “FOY 
whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved. HOW 

then shall they call on Him in 
whom they have not believed? 
and bow shall they believe ilz Him 
of whom they have not bea,rd? 
and how shall they blear without a 
preacher? And bow shall they 
preach;, except they be se&? as it 
is written, How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the gOS- 

pel of peace, and bring glad tid- 
ings of good things!” In line with 
this and other passages in the 
Scriptures the Augsburg Confes- 



sion declares in Article 14, “Of 
Ecclesiastical Order they (the Lu- 
therans) teach that no one should 
publicly teach in the Church or 
administer the Sacraments unless 
he be regularly called.” 

Now, while the Christian lay- 
men do not have a call to teach 
and preach publicly in the con- 
gregation, in accordance with the 
commission of the Savior they do 
have a responsibility with regard 
to the welfare of their neighbor’s 
soul. They must not say with 
Cain, “Am I my b70the7's keep- 

P er?’ (Gen. 4 : 9 ) Christians are 
indeed to be their brother’s keeper. 
The Lord repeatedly impresses this 
upon us in His, Word. In I Peter 
4: 10 we are told, “As every man 
batlS received the gift, even so 
minister the same ONE TO AN- 
OTHER, as good stewurds of the 
mmifold gruce of God.” To every 
Christian God has given certain 
gifts or talents NOT to be used 
for his own selfish purposes, but 
in serving the other, There are 
diversities, of gifts as the Apostle 
Paul tells us in 1 Cor. 12 :4. The 
Christians are merely the stewards 
over the gifts and talents which 
the Lord has entrusted to them. 
This thought is brought out by 
the Lord Jesus in Matt. 25: 14ff. 
There the Savior tells us of a man 
travelling into a far country, who 
called his own servants, and de- 
livered unto them his goods. And 
unto one he gave five talents, to 
another two, and to another one; 

to every man according to his abil- 
ity. In a similar manner the Lord 
has given to each Christian various 
gifts and talents which he also is 
to use in the Lord’s vineyard. By 
doing this, the Christian reveals 
that he is being a wise steward who 
will not be put to shame at the 
Lord’s return on the Last Day. 

The Christian man will use 
these God-given gifts and talents 
in his own congregation. We all 
know that there is a tremendous 
amount of work to be done in the 
local congregation. The Office of 
the Ministry must be established 
in its midst by calling and sup- 
porting a pastor so that he can 
faithfully perform the various 
functions and duties of his office, 
without the pastor having to se- 
cure secular employment to pro- 
vide for his family. CrE~en SO lx& 
the Lord ordained that they w&b 
preach the Gospel should live of 
the Gospel.” ( 1 Cor. 9 : 14) Chris- 
tian laymen will not only physi- 
cally support their pastor accord- 
ing to their means, but will also 
support him with their prayers. 
The Apostle Paul was able to write 
to the members of the Corinthian 
congregation, “Ye also hel$hg to- 
gether by prayer for 24s.” (2 Cor, 
1: 11) In order to carry out the 
work of the congregation proper- 
ly, “Voters’ Meetings” are held. 
In these meetings the men of the 
congregation discuss the various 
matters pertaining to the congre- 
gation and resolutions are passed 
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which should be for the welfare of 
the entire congregation. This in- 
volves work for every participat- 
ing Christian man. It means that 
the male members will not neglect 
their duty in this respect, but be 
diligent in attending all of the 
Voters’ Meetings and taking an 
active part in all of the delibera- 
tions. 

Another purpose of these Vot- 
ers’ Meetings is to elect certain 
church officers, who will assist the 
pastor in the performance of his 
duties. Such a procedure is in full 
accordance with the apostolic prac- 
tice and that of the early church. 
The Word of God specifically says 
that such men should be elected 
that have the necessary qualifica- 
tions. We read in 1 Tim. 3:8-K& 
“Likewise must the deacons be 
gmve, not doubletongued, not giv- 
en to much wine, not greedy of 
filthy lucre; holding the mystery 
of the faith in d pure conscience. 
And let these also first be proved; 
then let them use the office of a 
deacon, being found blameless. 
Even so must their wives be grave, 
not slanderers, sober, faithful in 
dll thtlzgs. Let the deacons be the 
husbmds of o,ne wife, ruling their 
children and their own houses 
well.” If a Christian layman pos- 
sesses these Scriptural qualifica- 
tions, then by all means he should 
not shirk the responsibility of such 
an office when elected by his fel- 
low-believers. 

Not only those Christian men 

who have been elected to an office 
in a congregation have a respon- 
sibility resting upon them, but 
also the others. Whether an offi- 
cer or not, the Christian layman 
should use his God-given talents 
for the welfare of his congregation. 
Only too often the attitude pre- 
vails: Let someone else do it ! This 
is not as it should be. If God has 
granted one Christian layman the 
ability to do good work with wood, 
then let him use his talent by de- 
voting a certain amount of his 
time to work on the Lord’s House. 
The same applies to the one whom 
the Lord has granted the ability 
to work with electricity, or plumb- 
ing, or landscaping. Whatever it 
might be, the Christian layman’s 
gift or talent can always be uti- 
lized in some way or other for the 
benefit of the congregation. How 
terrible where Christian men are 
so extremely lax and negligent in 
using their various abilities to help 
beautify the House of the Lord! 

M.L.N. 

(To be continued) 

Know ye not that ye are the 
temple of God, md that the Spirit 
of God dwelletb ijs you? (1 Cor. 

3:16) 
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Bible Study Outlines 

I Offense in the original is skandalon and means to cause a person to 
stumble. 

II Giving offense. 

A. Offense is given through: 
1. false teachings, Rom. 16:17. 
2. false practice. 

a. burial of unbelievers. 
b. joint prayer between those who are not one in faith. 

3. sinful and wicked lives. Give some examples! 

1: 
d. 
e. 

c. f. 
4. List some Biblical examples of those who gave grievous 

offense. 

it. 
c. 

B. Discuss how the following can give offense! 
1. Pastors 
2. Parents 

C. We must guard ourselves so that we do not give offense, that is, 
that we do not cause someone to sin or to be strengthend in his 
sin. 2 Cor. 6:3; I Cor. 10:32, 33; I Thess. k22. 

III Taking offense 

A. Taking offense at Christ and His Word. 
1. I Cor. 1:23; Gal. 5:ll; Ram. 9:33; I Peter 2% 
2. Discuss how many in our day take offense at Christ and 

His Word! 
3. God has commanded us to preach all of His Word; if anyone 

takes offense it is the person’s own fault and not the fault 
of God’s Word. Matt. 15:12-14; Luke 7:23; John 16:l. 

4. What are we to do when people take offense at our testimony 
of Christ and His Word? 

B. Taking offense in middle-things, that is, those things which are 
neither commanded nor forbidden in Holy Scripture. 
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1. Many weak Christians take offense at middle-things. Give 
examples ! 

F. 
C. 

d. 

2. For the sake of the weak we should not abuse our Christian 
liberty, Rom. 14; I Cor, kl-3; I Cor. 6:12; I Cor. 10:23. 

3. If, however, a man has been brought to a better knowledge 
by having been instructed in the Word of God, but still in- 
sists that we must refrain from doing that which is not in 
itself wrong and yet is offended by what a Christian is allow- 
ed to do, such a one takes offense where no offense is given. 

4, Compare Acts 16: l-3 with Gal. 2 : 1 - 5. Discuss Gal. 2 : 1 l- 14. 

5. Give some examples when we must stand fast in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, Gal. 5 : 1. M.L.N. 
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