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OF PURPOSE

To set forth in simple and plain language
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by
the true Lutheran
Church‘ in full accordance
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the
Brief Statement of 1932.
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To furnish
Scriptural

.aids for Bible study and articles
devotion
and meditation.

To demonstrate,
by’ .our Scriptural
stand,
that our Concordia
Lutheran Conference
is not
a sect or a false church .body but th.at the
congregations
which
form
our
Conference
comprise the true visible church on earth, not
denying,
however,
that there may’ be others
unknown to us who ,truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly
belong to the true visible chbrch of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position
in doctrine
and practice to acknowledge our position obenly and publicly in order
that we may recognize
the blessed existence
of such God-given
unity and that we may then
proceed
to practice
a God-pleasing
church
fellowship
with
them
by supporting
each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually
acknowledged
brethren
in
the faith.
To show that .we do not have among us a
mixture
of divergent
teachings
but that we
joined together
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth
pertinent
historical
information which has a bearing
upon the Church
and to expose modern philosophical
thought
and the so-called
scientific
theories
which
contradict
the Wo,t-d of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching
and practice
of the various
so-called
“Lutheran” church bodies by comparing
their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
i.n the Word of God, in the Lutherqn
ConLutheran
fessions, and in the old orthodox
writings.
To expose
false
teaching
and
practice
wherever it makes its appearance
and to keep
abreast
of .the current
happenings
in the
church world and among the nations as signs
of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation
of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention.
Also to clarify
any
information
or statement of doctrine or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which may create a wrong impression.

T 0 prepare the hearts of men
for the coming of’ the Messiah God
spoke through many prophets in
the Old Testament. When the
New Testament
dawned, God
again used a particular messenger
to make the hearts of men ready
for the coming of the. Christchild.
This was none other than John the
Baptist, of whom the Lord said
in the book of Malachi: “Behold,
I will send My messenger, and he
shall prepare the way before me!”
(3, 1) Through
his preaching
people were to know that the Old
Testament prophecies concerning
the Savior were about to be fulfilled. His preaching was nothing
new: it called men to repentance
and directed them to faith in
Christ, It is the message which the
world still needs today.
How did this man who dressed
ill cam.el’s. hair clothing and ate
locusts and wild honey prepare the
way of the Lord? In Luke 3 we
are told that he traveled throughout the country about Jordan and
preached cCthe baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”
John sought to rouse the people
out of their indifference and make
them see their sinfulness and their
need for a Savior. They must be
prepared to see His salvation, for
unbelieving hearts are like a wild-

erness fuli of obstacles and hindrances. These must be clea.red
away so that the path is smooth
and straight. Valleys of indifference must be replaced with fear
and love to, God; mountains of
pride must be removed;, crooked
paths of ,deceit and fraud must be
eliminated; and the rough ways
of sinful desire must be destroyed.
The only way this. can be done is
by repentance, and John gave the
people the much-needed admonition: Repent ye!
Only God can accomplish this
change in man’s heart and mind
through
the Word and Sacraments. Through the Law He .convinces men of their sin and guilt;
through the Gospel He brings
them to faith and makes their
hearts His dwelling-place.
Only
in this way are men turned from
sin to righteousness,. from judgment to salvation. That. is whv
John preached repentance, anb
many who ,heard him confessed
their sins and were baptized.
Others, however, closed their
hearts to his call and were not
seriously concerned about their
salvation. They were merely curious to see and hear a stirring
preacher whose message they chose
to ignore or at best to interpret
to suit themselves.. To them John
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spoke these stern words; “0 generation of vipers, who bath warned you to flee from the wrath to
come!” Luke 3, 7. At the same
time he urged them to bring forth
fruits worthy of repentance and
reminded them that true descendants of Abraham are those who
follow him in believing in the
Savior. All who do not repent
and believe will be cut down as
dead trees by the ax of God’s
judgment and cast into hellfire.

May the bold preaching of Christ’s
Forerunner
serve to strengthen
our faith so
That gladly we may walk
Upon our Savior’s way,
Until we live with Him
In His eternal day!
-0.w.s.

As a result of John’s serious
preaching some people asked him,
What shall we do? How’shall we
give evidence: of our faith? He
told them to exercise their love by
being merciful and sharing their
temporal blessings with ot.hers..
Luke 3, 11. He told’ the tax colAnd this is the record, that God
lectors to be honest in their work
bath given to us eternal life, and
and demand only what was right.
this life is in His Son. He that
He told soldiers not to abuse their
bath the Son bath life; and he
power and authority in order to that bath not t15eSon of God bath
take advantage of civilians. Luke
not life. (1 John 211, 12)
3, 13-14.

Were John living today, he
would tell us: turn away from sin
and serve God and the neighbor
so that the Lord may dwell in
your heart and bless you!., God
give us the grace to heed, his call,
for repentance and fruits of faith
are as importdnt for us today as
for the people in John’s time! May
our hearts be ready for the coming of the Christchild,
and realizing our own sinfulness, may we
ever trust in the Babe of Bethlehem for mercy, pardon, and peace.

BACK ISSUES
We have

had many requests- for
back issues of our periodical. These
will be priced as follows:
Issues of current year ______________
20
An additional
five cents for each
previous year.

In the fourth chapter of Paul’s
letter to the Philippians the apostle
sounds the keynote for this season
when he writes, “Rejoice in t.he
Lord alway! ” Phil. 4, 4. True
Christian joy is always one that
centers in Christ, in Him whom
God sent to be our Savior that we
might believe in Him and serve
Him in faith and love. Ours is a
happiness that comes from the
knowledge that our salvation is
assured by the redemptive wurk
of the Babe of Bethlehem, who is
our blessed Redeemer. Our Christmas joy rests in Him who is God’s
greatest Gift of love to the world.

celebrate Christmas aright, then
let us stand ready to show our
enemies forgiveness., patience to
the weak, charity to the needy,
obedience to those over us, and
love toward all men.

But a true Christmas heart is
also, fuZZ of prayer and thanks.
Paul says, “I n everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God!” Phil. 4, 6. The
apostle was in prison when he
wrote these words, yet he knew
that worry and anxiety rob the
Christian of his inner joy. Hence
he urges the believers to, tell their
troubles to the Lord, who is alIf we have this joy within, then
ways aware of their needs and deours will be the true Christmas
lights in hearing and answering
heart. This. is, first of all, a heart
their recluests. In such prayers we
that &OW.S nzeekness and gentleare not to forget to thank the
ness toward all men, Paul uses
Lord for blessings received in the
the term “moderation,” that qualpast and to ask Him for guidance
ity among believers which causes
and help in the future.
them to put the best construction
Lastly, a true Christmas. heart
on everything
rather than to
with, peace.
is one that is f&d
judge harshly and form evil opinThis is the peace which God acions. It is a virtue to be admired:
complished by sending His Son to
to be meek and mild! If we would

suffer and die for all mankind and
which is bestowed on all who accept that Savior of the world. It
is -the peace which brings with it
great and glorious spiritual gifts.
It is the peace which enables us
to do what we cannot perform
by our own strength. It is the
peace that will keep us secure in
our faith and make our lives pleasing to the Lord and a blessing to
our fellowmen.
Dear friend, are you ready for
the observance of Christmas? Is

yours a true Christmas heart? Do
you feel the joy of the Lord which
and
shows itself in humility
gentleness toward others? Is your
heart full of prayer and gratitude?
And above all, have you found
that peace in Christ Jesus which
surpasses all human understanding? If so, then praise your God
above, for you are truly prepared
to receive the Christchild anew on
Christmas Day ! May ours be a
blessed holiday season in Jesus, the
newborn King!
-0.w.s.

Luke 18 :9- 13, “And He spake this parable unto certain which trusted
ija themselves that they were righteous, and despised others: Two mm
went up into the temple to pray; tb,e one a Pharisee, and the oth~ a
jmblican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with &mseIf, God, I
thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of
all that I possess. And the publican, standing af ary off, would not lift
up so much as his eyes um!o hfiavcn, but smote upon his breast, saying,
God be merciful to me a sinner.”

.There isn’t a single religion
which does not want to teach man
a way how he may become righteous before God and thereby
saved. Which way do the various
religions teach? The Heathen says:
If you desire to be rigteous, then
give everyone that which he has
coming ; but if you have not always carried out that duty, then
offer sacrifices to the gods. The

Jew says: If you desire to be
righteous, then be circumcized
and keep the Law of Moses and
the Traditions of our Elders. The
Mohammedan says: If you desire
to be righteous, then confess that
there is only one god an.d that
Mohammed is his prophet, and live
according to the directions of our
Koran. The Pope says: If you desire to be righteous, then obey the
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Commandments of God and the
precepts of the church; and if you
want to be real sure of your salvation, then withdraw
from the
world, enter a monastery, and
there keep the three-fold vow of
poverty, chastity, and obedience.
The Enthusiast says: If you desire
to be rigteous, then pray, struggle,
and battle until you have obtained
a different heart and feelings; and
if you would be doubly sure, then
do not rest until you ,have become
perfect and you no longer commit any more sin. The Rationalist
or the Reason-Believer, finally,
says: If you desire to be righteous,
then practice virtue and do noble
deeds; if, however, you make a
mistake, be sorry and mend your
ways.
From this we see that while the
answers are quite dissimilar which
the different religions give to the
question, how a person can become
righteous before God, nevertheless, they all agree in this that a.
person should and can become
rigteous and saved before God,
partly by means of external good’
works and partly by means of an
inner moral improvement.
But now what does our Gospel
have to say about this? We find
in it the direct opposite of all that
which has been stated above.
In that Gospel. a Pharisee and a
publican are set before us. But
the Pharisee is presented as a man
full of so-called good works. The

publican, on the other hand, is
presented as a poor sinner with no
good works at all. Concerning
the Pharisee we are told that he
went into the temple to pray and
there ‘he spoke to God in his heart
in this. fashion: “God I thank
thee, that I am not as other men
are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, OP even as this publicaiz. I fast
twice in the week, I give tithes of
all that I possess.,’ Concerning the
publican, however, it is related
that he was unable to lay claim. to
any of these, good deeds, that he
rather had reason to be ashamed
before God and man because of
his
past unrighteousness,
and
therefore he did not want to look
up but only beat on his breast and
cried : CrGod be merciful: to m,e a
sinner!”
And s.till - how strange! Christ says that this publican went
back down to ,his house justified
rather than the other; that the
Pharisee, on the other hand, with
all his rigteousness before men,
was not justified” before God.
Th e justification
’
of a poor sinner before God, accordingly, clear;
ly does not consist in this that a
person has made himself righteous
before God by means of external,
so-called good works or by means
of an attained or infused inner
holiness. The justification of a ‘sinner before God rather consists of
this that God out of grace does
not charge a person, who is and
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remains a poor sinner, with his
sins, but in spite of them holds
him to be righteous, looks upon
him as righteous, and declares him
to be righteous. The justification
of a man before God according to
the Gospel is therefore. an act
which man himself does not perform but which God performs on
the man. It is not something
which occurs inside of a person,
namely, in his heart, but it is
something which h,appens outside
of a person, namely, in the heart
of God. It is not like the act ‘of
a physician who really rids the
patient of his sickness and restores
him t.o health, but it is rather to.
be compared with the act of a
judge who acquits and sets free
an accused and convicted criminal, not only exempting him from
all punishment, but also, in. spite
of his evil deeds,, assuring him of
all the rights of a citizen in good
standing. This justification
of a
sinner before God is, in a word,
forgivenessof sins; and indeed
such a forgivenessS according to
which God looks at the sinner as
though he had never committed
a single sin, but had always been
so perfectly holy and righteous as
God’s Law requires of all. men.
The mystery of this. justification,
David and all the saints of the
Old Testament already well unders.tood.

no transgression and who is free
from the stain of sin, but rather
he writes: “Blessed is he .whose
transgression is forgiven, whose
sin is covered. Blessed is the man
unto whom the Lord tmputetb
not iniquity.”
From depths of woe I cry to ‘Thee,
Lord, hear me, I implore Thee.
Bend down Thy gracious ear
to me,
My prayer let come before Thee.
If Thou rememb’rest each
misdeed,
If each should have its rightful
meed,
Who may abide Thy presence,
Thy love and grace alone avail
To blot out my transgressions;
The best and holiest deeds must
fail
To break sin’s dread oppression.
Before Thee none can boasting
stand,
But all, must fear Thy strict
demand
And live alone by mercy.
(The Lutheran

For that reason David in the
3Znd Psalm does not write: Blessed is the man who has committed
- 184-

Hymnal

3 29 : l-2’)

Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. Walt.her (Crull)
Translated by E.L.M.

Judge

Not, That Ye Be Not Judged

To judge means to pass sentence
on the activities of the neighbor,
holding them to be good or bad,
praiseworthy
or condemnatory.
When the Savior forbids judging
in Matt. 7:lff.,
He by no means’
forbids th.e right and proper kind
of judging, for there is a judging
which is even required in His
Holy Word.
There is, the judging which the
govevnnzent must exercise over its
subjects. Moses told the children
of Israel, “I charged your judges
at that time, saying, Hear the
causes between your brethren, and
judge righteously between every
man and his brother, and th.e
stranger that is with him.” (Deut.
1: 16) And. again, “If there be a
between men, and
controversy
they come unto, judgment, that
the judges may judge them; then
they shall justify the righteous,
and condemn the wicked.” (Deut.
2 5: I) The government not only
has the right, but even the duty,
to judge the citizens righteously
in accordance with its laws. The
Apostle Paul declares that the
government ‘“is the minister of
God to thee for good. But if thou
do that which is evil, be afraid;
for he beareth not the sword in
vain: for he is the minister of
God, a revenger to execute wrath
upon him that doeth evil.” (Rom.
13 :4) Can we begin to imagine

what kind of a nation this would
be, if all judging were taken from
the government. > All order would
then come to an end!
Then th.ere is’: also the judging
which the pareuts exercise over
their children. The Apostle says
to the parents, CCAnd, ye fathers,
provoke not your children to
wrath: but bring them up in the
nurture and admonition elf the
Lord.” (Eph. 6:4) When parents
simply excuse disobedience and
oth.er ‘,sins on the part of their
children by saying, “Children will
be children! ” t.hey are sinning
against the plain Word of God
and incurring God’s wrath.. We
have such an example in the case
of Eli who was the priest. and his
two sons who assiste,d in the
temple. Eli’s two’ sons were worthless men who were guilty
of
shameful sins. and causing the
people to take offense by dispising the offering of the Lord. Eli
merely rebuked his sons’ instea.d
of removing them as priests and
having them punished. Consequently, not only Eli’s two sons,
but even Eli himself, experienced
God’s punishment. (1 Sam. 2-4)
Parents, then, are not to keep silent concerning the activities of
their children, but they are to exercise judgment
in accordance
with the Word of God! (Prov.
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13:24;

23:13,

14).

Cc
Judg e not, that ye be not
judged? Th is injunction has been
widely misunderstood
and misused. When a sinful lif’e or false
doctrine is to be punished, the
words are quoted from the lips of
Jesus, “Judge not.” But it is God’s
will, nevertheless, that .the believer shall judge and even condemn
all sin, especially ‘false doctrine.
When Paul found out that the
Corinthian congregation was tolerating a man in its midst who
lived in open sin, he told them,
‘Tut
away from among yourselves that wicked person.” (1
Cor. Y: 13) And to the Thessalonians he writes,. “Prove all things.”

Beware

( 5 :2 I > YUhat is that but judging! And the Apostle John tells
us Christians, “Beloved, believe
not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God: because
many false prophets are gone out
into the world.” (1 John 4: I) To
minimize sin or to say that the
unbelievers will not be condemned
is to contradict God! (John 3 : 18,
3 6; 8 :24) When we condemn sin
and false teaching, we do not
judge of ourselves, for we merely
repeat and express the judgment
which God has passed in His
Word. (Compare The Gospels by
Ylvisaker, page 2 87)
-M.L.N.
(to be continued)

of Procrastination!

Because of our sinful flesh this
warning is always necessary for
Oui flesh would
us Christians.
often tempt us to &sit&
in obeying the Word of God. This is especially true where it would seem
to us that obeying the Word of
God in a particular
situation
might cause us to experience some
temporal hardship and inconvenience. Our flesh then tempts us
to hesitate, to hedge, to postpone
obedience to the Word of Truth.
Where such temptations are not
fought against with the Sword of
the Spirit, it is obvious that such
a person is no longer willing to be

guided and led by the Word
the Lord.

of

It is with a. great amount of
sadness that we have observed
such procrastination
on the part
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (Norwegian)
in carrying out
the clear command of the Lord in
Rom. 14: 17 against the Missouri
It is true that there
Synod.
has been some very fine testimony
given by the Evangelical Lutheran
Synod condemning the false teaching in the Missouri Synod and demanding that something be done
about it. But, alas, while Missouri
attempts to pacify the Norweg-
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ians with words, they, at the same
time, brazenly continue to uphold
and practice their errors.
And so, the Norwegians1 continue to procrastinate. Last month,
November, the Evangelical Lutheran Synod met to determine whether or not they could continue in
the Synodical Conference.
The
resolution which was adopted by
majority vote reads as follows:
“Whereas, our Synod at its June
convention resolved to send delegates to the Synodical Conference
convention to present the reasons
for our action in declining to participate in joint doctrinal meetings with the Doctrinal Committee of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod; and Whereus, the
Floor Committee of the Synodical
Conference did not come in with
their report on this matter until
the last day of the convention;

and Whereus, there was not sufficient time for a t.horough discussion of this report; and W/breConference,
as, the Synodical
largely due to our ‘unprinted memorial’, resolved to recess their
convention until the spring of
19 6 1; be it therefore Resolved:
That we defer our final decision
regarding our membership in the
Synodical Conference until our
196 1 Convention.”
It is still our fervent prayer that
our dear Lord in His abundant
mercy would grant that the m.embers of the Evangelical Lutheran
Synod might still reveal that unquestioning
obedience to every
Word of God which they had so
marvelously
shown when confronted with the errors in the
merger movements back in the
early 1900’s!
-M.L.N.

The Place of the Christian Child
In the Church and Home
(Printed by resolution of the
Tenth Annual Convmtion of the
Concordin Lutheran Conference>
(continued from last issue)
Yes, even the Christian child is
subject to such temptations because he still has his sinful flesh,
and his sinful flesh is not one whit
better than the godless, unbelieving child of the world. With the
great Apostle Paul the Christian

child must confess, cCFor I know
that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing”
(Rom.
7: 18 ) . But the Cbristiaa child can
overcome ~2.05 evil temptations by
Placing all of his confidence and
trust in Christ Jesus, his dear Savior, and using the Sword of the
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Spirit, the Word of God!
And that Word of God tells
the Christian child that he is to
obey all those whom God. has
placed over him. Christian children should always keep in mind
that their parents are gifts of God
to be held in the highest love and
esteem. Children and parents are
not on the same level; rather, the
parents are above the children.
Some of our modern child psychologists would place children
on the same plane with their parents. But this is contrary to God’s
established order. The Apos,tle declares, “Children, obey your parents in all things” (Col. 3 : 20>,
And Dr. Luther writes, “In our
days this corruption
of morals,
the disrespect toward superiors, is
everywhere gradually creeping in.
But a difference must exist between a person in a higher position and one in a lower one, between parents and children. By
this. authority and of necessity a
father holds greater power and a
more exalted position than a son.
This is why the son should never
act toward the father as the father
may act toward the son.” (St.
Louis Ed. Vol. 2, 2 3 1 f) . Even
though the parents, according to
the standards of the world, may
not be deserving of such honor,
nevertheless, the Lord makes no
such distinction
in His Word.
Parents are not to be deprived of
their honor because of their conduct or their failings.

Christian children should never
forget all of the blessings which
the Lord has bestowed upon them
through
their parents. In his
Large Catechism, Dr. Luther urges children to think of this when
he writes, “It is our duty before
the world to be grateful for benefits and every good which we
have of our parents. But here
again the devil rules in the world,
so. that the children forget their
parents, as we a11 forget God,, and
no one considers how God nourishes, protects, and defends us, and
bestows so much good on body
and soul; especially when an evil
h our comes, we are angry and
grumble with impatience, and all
the good which we have received
throughout our life is wiped out
from our memory. Just so. we do.
also with our parents, and there
is no child that understands and
considers this what the parents
,have endured while nourishing
and fostering him, except the
Holy Ghost grant him this grace.
God knows very well this perverseness of the world; therefore
He admonishes and urges by commandments that every one consider what his parents have done
for him, and. he will find that he
has f&m them body and life,
moreover, that he has been fed
and reared when otherwise he
would have perished” (Con. Trig.
p. 617). Those children who consider the matter in this light will
certainly show their parents every

honor without being forced, and
they will dearly ch.erish their parents as those through whom God
has bestowed everything go&l on
them.
“We should fear and love God
that we may not despise our parents and masters, nor provoke
them to anger, but give them honor, serve and obey them,, and hold
them in love and esteem.” SO
writes Dr. Luther in his explanation to the Fourth Commandment.
Despising is the opposite of honoring. It is a sin of the heart
which eventually reveals) itself in
words and deeds: disobedience,
impudence, resistence, and rebel1ion. When children refuse to
hearken to the Word of God and
fight against such sins, they will
sink ever. deeper and deeper into
all manner of wickedness and thus
cause their parents untold grief
and sorrow. We need but think
of the sons of Jacob. The culmination of their .jealous#y and hatred was the selling of their very
own brother, Joseph, into slavery.
Having committed this evil deed,
they returned to their father and
told him that. some evil beast devoured him. What unspeakable
grief and sorrow they caus,ed their
father, Jacob! The Bible tells us,
“And Jacob rent his clothes, and
put sackcloth upon .his loins, and
mourned for his son many days.
And all his sons and all his. daughters rose up to comfort him; but
he refused to be comforted; and

he said, For I will go down into
the grave unto my son mourning.
Thus his father wept for him”
(G en. 3~34, 3 5). Behold what
bitter anguish. and torment Absa.lom caused his father, David, with
his evil and wicked ways. And
finally whe.n the news is brought
to David ,that Absalom had been
slain, we are told, “And the king
was much moved, and went. up to
the chamber over the gate, and
wept: and as he went, thus he
said, 0 my son Absalom, my son,
my son Absalom! would God I
had died for thee, 0 Absalom, my
son, my son!” (2 Sam. 18:33).
And Dr. Luther says, “I myself
have seen many very sincere parents. die of brok’en hearts because
of wicked children. Youth does
not think of this or understand
it. But c.hildren must be taught
and admonished lest they turn in
to murderers of mothers and fathers”
(St. L ouis Ed. Vol. 2,
327 f).
>How careful the Christian child
must be in the selection of his
friends. His close friends, should
be those who share the same faith
with him. By all means., evil company is to be’ avoided! No matter
how strong a Christian child may
think that his faith is, the words
of the Apostle Paul sound the
warning, tcWherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take heed
lest he fall” (Cor. lO:E) .’
-M.L.N.
(to be continued)
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Bible

Study

Outlines

THE THIRD COMMANDMENT
I

The proper understanding of the Commandment.
A. In the Old Testament God separated the seventh day (Saturday), and appointed it for rest, and commanded that it
should be regarded as,holy above all others. Exodus 2O:8-11;
16:23ff.;
3 5:3.
1. What was the penalty for transgressing this Commandment in the O.T.? Ex. 3’5:2; Numbers 15:32-36.

2. Besides the Sabbath Commandment the Lord had given
the Jews a number of other festivals and holy days which
they were to observe. (For example, Passover, Feast of
Weeks, Feast of Tabernacles, etc. Lev. 23)
B. In the New Testament the Sabbath and other holy days were
abolished by God Himself. Matt. 12: l-8; John 5: I- 18; CoL
2:16, 17; Rom. 14:5, 6; Gal. 4~9-11.
1. Discuss the error of the Seventh-day

Adventists

on this.

teaching.
2. How do many of the Reformed churches also err in
their teaching on the Sabbat,h?
C. Why, then, do Christians observe Sunday and the other church
festivals?
1. Although, the “day” has. been abolished, the moral precept still stands. that we nre to worship. Heb. ,I0 :2 5.
2. Every day should be a “Sabbath” for us Christians; for
we should hear God’s \Vord every day and lead a holy
life according to that Word.
3. Sunday and other church festivals are observed to afford
us a particular time and opportunity for public worship.
Acts 2:42.
a. Sunday was the day on which Jesus rose from the:
dead. Mark 16:2ff.
b. This reason prompted the early Christians to observe the first day of the week. Acts 20:7; 1 Cor.
16~2.

II

God forbids us to
A. ccPreaching
(preaching,
ments) and

despise preaching and His Word.
and His Word” refers to the public worship
praying, singing, administration
of the Sacra-.
the use of the written Word of God in the home.
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B. All those actually despise preaching and the Word of God
who I. Neglect public worship. Ps. 26: 6-8 ; John 8 :47.
a. Discuss the excuses which are usually given for
such neglect.
b. Why is it that there are those who hear God’s
Word and yet derive n.o benefit from it? Luke
8:llff.
2. Neglect the Sacraments. Luke 7:30; Mark 16:16; I
Co?. 11:2-F, 26.
3. Neglect the use of God’s Word in private. John 5 :39.
C. It is a very serious sin to neglect preaching and the Word of
God.
1. The Gospel and the Sacraments are the means through
which God the Holy Spirit keeps and preserves us in the
faith. Rom. l&17; 1 Cor. 4:15; 1 Thess. 2:13; Titus
35

2.. God Himself

is -being despised. 1 Sam. 15 : IO-23 ; Luke

10:16.

3. God will punish all those who neglect His Word. Hosea
4~6.

III God requires of us that A. We hold His Word and the preaching of it sacred. Is. 66:2;
1 Thess. 2:13.
B. We gladly hear and learn it.
1. Gladly attend the public worship. Ps. 122: 1.
2. Rejoice to hear His Word. Luke 2:41-52; Mary, Luke
10:38ff.
3. Eagerly read and study His Word. Col. 3 : 16; Acts 17:
11; James 1:21.
C. We cheerfully contribute toward the maintenance of the
Church. Gal-i. 6: 6, 7.
1. Why are all forms of “merchandising” .not to be used
in the Church for the support of its work? John 2: 13 -17
2. The love which we have for Jesus will also reveal itself
in our giving., 2, Cor. 8 : 8f.f. ; ,!Mark 12 :4 l-44.
D. We readily honor and respect the 0,ffice of the Ministry.
Heb. 13117; :I Thess. k12, 13.
E. We unhesitatingly
and untiringly ~spread, His Holy Word.
Mark 16:15.
-M.L.N.
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