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To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand,
Lutheran Conference
is not
that our Concordia
a sect or a false church body but that the
congregations
which
form
our
Conference
comprise the true visible church on earth, not
denying,
however,
that there may be others
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice and who also
rightly
belong to the true visible church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly share our Scriptural
position
in doctrine
and practice to acknowledge our position openly and publicly in order
that we may recognize
the blessed -existence
of such God-given
unity and that we may then
a God-pleasing
-’ church
proceed
to practice
fellowship
with
them
by svpporti’irg
each
other’s work with our prayers and personal
service as mutually
acknowledged
brethren
in
the faith.
To show that we do not have :among us a
mixture
of divergent
teachings
but that we
ioihed together
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth
pertinent
historical
information which has u bearing
upon the Church
and to expose modern philosophical
thought
and the so-called
scientific
theories
which
contradict
the Word of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching
and practice
of the various
so-called
“Lutheran” church bodies by comparing
their teaching and practice with what is plainly recorded
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox
Lutheran
writings.
To expose
false
teaching
and
practice
wherever it makes its appearance
and to keep
abreast
of the current
happenings
in the
church world and among thk nations as signs
of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting
and freely to correct any misinformation
of
which we are not aware and which has been
called to our attention.
Also to clarify
any
information
or statement of doctrine or practice which may be unclear to our readers or
which may create a wrong impression.

1 Timothy

6:12, “Figiht t15e good fight

Job had learned that a man has
to face constant struggle here on
earth. He therefore commented :
“Are not his days also like the
days of an hireling?” But Christ
calls out to His Disciples: “Strive
to enter in at the strait gate!” And
Paul declares : “If a man strive
for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive lawfully.”
From this we learn that laboring,
striving, and fighting,
lawfully
though, that assures the victory.
These are things without which
there can be no true Christianity.
Many indeed think that after
a person has been converted and
has gone through the ordeal of
repentance, then he can relax and
take it easy. Such think that their
situation can be compared with a
person who after having a stormy
sea voyage, has, now at last reached
the safety of the harbor. He has
successfully overcome the danger
of becoming lost and now he is
perpetually safe, for there is no
more need to fear shipwreck. But
such who think that way are indulging in a dangerous deception;
For after a person &zs been converted, then especially does his
battle really first begin. When
Christ exhorts: “Strive to enter
in at the strait gate,” His reference
to the strait gate does not only in-
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clude passing through the first repentance, but the entire Christian
life, including
the final death
struggle, is meant. This taken all
together is the strait gate and the
narrow path which leads to life.
After a person. has been converted, he is then not all spirit,
but he still retains a considerable
part of the flesh. He is indeed no
longer of. the world, but he still
is in the world. And he does then
indeed. no longer stand under the
control of darkness, but he still
lives where the prince of darkness,
Satan, rules and walks about as a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour. A converted Christian
will therefore be constantly attacked by these three enemies:
flesh, world, and devil. Now if
a Christian does not also fight
constantly against these, then, before he is aware of it, he will be
brought back under their power
and his faith and salvation will
then be lost. A ChrJstianity in
which no battle is raging, there
is nothing but perpetual surrender.
Even after conversion there not
only remains a germ of one or two
but of all the sins known to the
human heart. Whoever does. not
believe this because he does not
experience it, that very fact is a
sure indication that he never had

been awakened spritiually
or, if
he had, that he has again fallen
back into spiritual death. Whoever is aware of the fact that he
is daily being enticed to all sorts
of sins in thoughts,
gestures,
words, and deeds, and who nevertheless does no,t fight against them,
but considers these enticements to
be unimportant trifles, he thereby
shows that he does, not have the
living, saving faith.
A Christian, too, at times, in an
unguarded moment, wrongs his
neighbor, harms him, irritates him,
judges him in a loveless manner,
sometimes even behind his back.
A Christian, too, at times is misled into speculating to get rich,
yes, even to the point that he
cheats his neighbor and doesn’t
stick to the full truth. A Christian, too, at times in his heart experiences anger against his enemy,
a grudge, jealousy, envy, and a
sinful joy at his misfortune.
This
is true of every Christian, for in
many things, as the Scriptures
state, we offend all. However,
when a sincere Christian has thus
erred, it is as though he constantly
carried a painful sliver in his flesh.
He cannot rest until he has removed the sliver from his conscience by means of true repentance. Each time he stumbles, he
either awakens himself to an inner
struggle and battle, or if his fellow Christian calls his attention
to a sin he has committed, his reaction is then not one of hardness,

but he soon gives in. He admits
his sins and tiow becomes so much
more humble and watchful over
his sinful heart.
On the other hand,. whoever
falls into the above-mentioned
s.ins, and they, do not trouble him;
they do not stir up in him an inner struggle, and ,he refuses therefore also to accept admonition,
even becomes angry when he is
reminded, and defends his errors:
such a one is certainly not yet a
Christian. His imagined, faith is
a dead faith which is not -active
by love. ‘His heart has not been
purified from dead works, therefore he has no faith.
0, therefore, let us. not deceive
ourselves with a Christianity that
has no continuous battle to wage,
“for,” as we sing in that hymn,
“who bears not the battle’s strain,
the crown of life shall not. obtain.”
0 precious Jesus, let me e’er be
heedful
How Thou hast loved me; by
Thy sufferings needful,
All lusts in me, Lord, may they
be unseated,
By Thee defeated. Amen.
Taegliche Hausandacht
C. W. Walther (Crull)
Translated by E.L.M.
The Lord givctb wisdom: out
of His mouth cometb knowledge
nnd ztnderstnnding. (Prov.. 2 : 6 >

NEWS ITEMS
Confirmation

At Wilmot,

SD.

Mission Festival

On Sunday, July 3 1, two children of St. Stephen’s Lutheran
Church, Wilmot, S.D., were confirmed.
Th ey had completed a
two-year course of instruction in
the chief parts of Christian doctrine and were examined before
the congregation on Sunday, July
24.

The members of the 1960 class
are Eloise Greiner, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Greiner, and
Kent Frerichs, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Elmer Frerichs.
Both live on
However,
farms near Wilmot.
some time during August the
Greiner family is moving to Oregon and will then transfer its
membership to our sister congregation in Lebanon.
Pastor 0. W. Schaefer conducted the examination, delivered the
sermon and performed the rite of
After the service
confirmation.
the members of St. Stephen’s
gathered at a nearby state park for
a church picnic and a day of
Christian fellowship.
May the Lord of the Church
preserve these new communicant
members in the true faith. and
keep them loyal to His precious
Word of truth as long as they
1ive! “Be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee a crown of
-o.w.s*
life!” Rev. 2, 10.

A combined Mission Festival
was observed by our congregations
on the Pacific Coast. The congregations participating
were: St.
Paul’s of Empire, Oregon; St.
John’s of Lebanon, Oregon; and
St., Luke’s of Seattle, Washington.
The joint Mission Festival was
held at Lebanon, Oregon on Sunday, July 3 1st. The speaker was
the Rev. P., R. Bloedel of Seattle,
Washington who delivered a very
edifying and instructive
sermon
based on Luke 19: 1 l-27. Pastor
Bloedel impressed upon all of us
that the Lord has given us much
and, therefore, also requires much
from us.
We were blessed wit.h fine weather for the occasion as well as a
splendid attendance.
After
the
service a delicious ham dinner was
served by the ladies of the Lebanon congregation.
The money
received at this Mission Festival
amounted to $159.77.
May our
dear Savior help us to be more
zealous in using the various gifts
and talents which He has entrusted to us that His Kingdom may
be extended!
-M.L.N.
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AROUND
American archeologists have reconstructed aspects of the daily
life of people in five cities that
have stood on the site of the Biblical city of Gibeon. The expedition, led by Dr. J. B. Pritchard,
professor at the Church Divinity
School of the Pacific in Berkeley,
Calif ., included archeologists from
several countries. It was sponsored
by the university museum of the
University
of Pennsylvania and
the American School of Oriental
Research in Jerusalem. Work has
been carried on at the site of an
old winery discovered in. I9 59. Dr.
Pritchard said the wine was pressed in small rock basins and then
placed in large vats cut out of
solid rock for fermenting. It was
then placed in large storage jars
and lowered into wine cellars.
Fifty of these cellars have been excavated so far. A number of wine
flasks have been found inscribed
in ancient Phoenician script. Gibeon was. also famous for its water
system. In 19 57, the archeologists
found a large pool cut in solid
rock to a depth of 82 feet. A
spiral staircase of 79 steps enabled
beseiged inhabitants of the 12th
century B.C. to fetch water without exposing themselves to an enemy outside.
__oThe anti-Chris.tian Jehovah Witnesses held their Pacific Northwest District Assembly in Port-

THE WORLD
land, Oregon last month. Three
hundred and eighty-eight persons
--I 5 5 men and 23’3 women-were
baptized by water immersion. The
decision to be immersed, the ‘Witnesses stated, has life-long
significance as evidence that the candidate has, entered into an unconditional contract which if deliberately broken brings the penalty
of death. Keynote speech for the
convention was delivered by J. 0.
Groh whose talk was entitled, “Security During War of the Great
Day of God the Almighty.”
Let
every Christian beware of these
false prophets with their poisonous, soul-destroying teachings! The
fact that they have been grow.ing
by leaps and bounds should not
really surprise anyone who is familiar with what the Lord teaches
us concerning the last days. (Compare e.g., Matt. 24: 11, 24).

Dr. George H. Berkheimer, executive secretary of the Board of
Pensions, announced that the “average” ULCA
(United Lutheran
Church in America)
pastor is
paid an annual salary of between
$4,500 and $4,999, a pay-increase
of approximately $500 in the past
five years.
_gA Milan doctor moved with’his
family and 12 followers to Mt.
Blanc expecting the destruction of

mankind by a ((mercury bomb”
on July 14th. The Italian doctor,
Elio Bianco, said that the explosion would knock the earth 45 degrees off its axis, sending ocean
waters over the land. Only the
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highest peaks, such as the l&78 Ifoot Mt. Blanc would escape the
flood, Bianco sa,id. He claimed that
he had received a divine prediction of the “nuclear flood” from
an ailing sister in 19 54.

RESOLUTIONS FROM THE CONVENTION

OF THE EVANGELICAL
The following is a brief report
on the doctrhal resolutions which
here passed at the annual convention of the Evangelical Lu.theran
Synod (Norwegian
Synod) held
at Bethany
Lutheran
College,
Mankato, Minnesota, June 2 l-26,
1960. The July 14th issue of the
Lutheran Setztinel, official publication of that Synod, brings the
pertinent information.
Since 19 5 5 this Synod has been
in a state of suspended fellowship
relations with the Missouri Synod,
but still retained its membership
in the Synodical Conference. Its
Union Committee, now known as
the Doctrinal
Committee,
took
part in doctrinal discussions with
other committees from the other
Synods of the Conference and felt
that progress toward removing
differences was being made.
However, at the 1960 conven.tion this Doctrinal Committee of
the E.L.S. reported that as matters ‘now stand, it would decline
to,participate in further joint doc-

LUTHERAN SYNOD
trinal meetings. It further recommended that the E.L.S. ask the
Synodical Conference at its forthcoming convention in Milwaukee
in August to pass judgment on
its action and the reasons for it.
As a result of this report the
Synod then passed the following
resolutions : “Resolved, that the
Synod send delegates to the Synodical Conference Convention to
present the reasons for our action,
and furthermore,
Resolved, that
the Synod recess this convention
until
November
to determine
whether or not we can continue
in the Synodical Conference.”
A spokesman for the Norwegian Synod said, “This emphasizes
two desires: If possible, to resolve
our difficulties
in the forum of
the Synodical Conference,
and
not to .procrastinate even till next
year in coming to a Synodical decision as to our future course in
this matter. May our Lord grant
that it be a decision in accord with
His will ! ”
-0.w.s.

-179-

Gambling
“Perhaps no one would hxve
99t<ade
a fuss about the Rev. W. P.
Buddeley showing up at the Eagle
farm race track last Saturday if
he had not backed six wizzners. It
was Dr. Baddeley’s first visit since
be arrived fro9n England 9aearly
two years ago to become the Anglica9a dean of Brisbane. He went
with bhocablars, u camera, a9ad a
racing form., and was smoking a
cigar. ‘It was the most wonderful
relaxation,’ said Dr. Baddeley last
night. ‘I love horses but perhaps
so999epeople were surprised to see
me i%ere.’ He was right. ‘The
dea9z’saction was a disgrace to the
church’, said the superintendent of
the Central Methodist
missh,
‘I regard Dean
Alan Walker.
activities
gambling
Baddeley’s
with enabarrassme9at and dismay,’
said S. Barto Babbage, Anglican
dean of Melbour99e. ‘However I
recog9zize each man’s right to do
what his conscience @proves. Mine
doesn’t approve.’
“Dr. Baddeley’s superior, Archbishop H. R. Gougb, Anglican
pri,mate of Australia, dechaed to
cburck5
co99g9nent but another
spokesman said there was ‘no absolute direction to the clergy on
gQmbli9ag. It’s left to the individual.’ The Rev. B. G. Judd, a member of the New South Wales
bra9zch of the World Council of
Chur&es, took a middle view. ‘If
Dean Baddeley thi9aks that’s the

way to get people itit0 the kingdom of God be is entitled to -hiis
opinion,’ h,e said. A spokesman for
the Ro99zan Catholic church said
Catholic clergyma9a are not pern&ted to go to race tracks except
where they might be chaplains to
race clubs. A spokesma9s for tbe
Scats church in Sydney said 'for
the Presbytmian cburcilj all form/s
of ganabling are out. Dr. Baddeley
re9n.ai9aed9zolzplussed.z‘I do& intend to make a habit of going ,to
the races but I feel, ,clergymen
shotcld ,mix as our Lord did with
all walks of life,’ he said. ‘I t&&k
it is f oo,li&‘to go to t& ‘races and
bet heavily but a race goer who
linzits birnself to a few small wugers with tbe idezz 'of having a bit
of fu92 would not be doing’ anything wrong.’ ” (Chcago’s Am&
ica9a, Aug. 2, 1960)
Taking part in games of chance
or hazard for money, the expectation being of a large return on
the smallest possible stake, is definitely
an ” obvious transgreSsion
of the Seventh Commandment,
“Thou shalt not steal.” It- is also
a transgression of the Ninth and
Tenth Commandments where the
Lord forbids the sin of Xovetousness.” No matter ‘what motives
there may be in the heart of one
who gambles, the naotive of such
sinful covetousness is surely @esent. We are fully aware. of the
many arguments which people
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have set forth in an attempt to
justify the sinful habit of gambling but the y will ‘not stand in
the light of such plain Scriptural
principles; -‘Dr. B-addeley’s argument that “clergymen should mix
as our Lord did with all walks of
life”. Ias justification
for participating in the sin of gambling is
blasphemy!
Our dear Savior asso,. ..
c&ted with the publicans and sintieis because they listened to Him
(Luke 15 : 1) , but NEVER td participate J?ztheir s&s! (John 8 :46;
Heb. 4:lFi
‘7~26,
27)
And his
argument that ‘“a race goer who
limits himself to ‘a few small wagers .with the idea of having a bit
of fun- would not be doing any?

thing wrong” is a deceptive lie!
Gambling is a sin whether it involves a large or small amount of
money.

Lord, make me to how mine
&d, atid. the measure elf my days,
what it is:’ that I ,may knOW 15OW
f?ail I am ‘(Ps. 39:4)

He that overco~metlb shall inhepit all thugs; an.d I will be his
God, and he shall be my son.

The above article also reveals
that in the numerous denominations of our day, one’s conscience
(whether it be erring or not)
takes precedence over the infallible Word of God in making decisions which involve matters on
which Scripture has clearly spoken. May God preserve unto us His
Word as the ONLY source and
norm of Christian doctrine, and
that we may strive with the aid of
the Holy Spirit always to live according to it!
-M.L.N.

(Rev.

21:7)
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THE DIVORCE
In the sight of God, marriage
is the union of one man and one
woman, pledged to remain together and to live together as man and
wife until death parts them. Jesus
says, Matt. 19: 5-6, “For this cause
shall a man leave fathes and mother, and shall cleave to his wife:
and they twain shall be one flesh.
Wherefore they are no more twain,
but one flesh. What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man
put asunder.” St. Paul writes, Romans 7: 12, “The woman which
hath an husband is bound by the
law to her husband so long as he
liveth.”
Ma.rried people, sad to say, do
not all regulate their lives according to this Word of God, for that
r.eason some marriages break up.
In order to keep such evil separations under reasonable control and
their number down to as low a
figure as possible, the State has instituted divorce. Divorce is the
legal dissolution of the marriage
relation. It makes the separation
valid.
Every divorce represents an evil
inasmuch as every divorce is the
direct result of a violation of
God’s marriage law on the part of
one or both of the betrothed.
It is common knowledge among
us that this divorce evil is not only
found in that morally corrupt society which Hollywood represents,

EVIL

but it is nowadays .to be found
practically everywhere in our nation, up and down its breadth and
length.
With increased frequency this
evil is casting its ruinous spell upon the families of our land, and
it stalks
ever . more brazenly
through our free society, leaving
in its wake broken hearts and
broken homes, violence and bloodshed, twisted morals, seared consciences, and shipwrecked lives.
It is a fact beyond dispute that
God’s holy ordinance of marriage
is being treated with less and less
faithfulness and respect. Self -centered and unprincipled
husbands
and wives who no longer consider
their marriage useful to themselves or desirable for their fu.rther needs, look upon the divorce
courts as an effective means
to
.
rid themselves of their problem.
They lay violent and irresponsible
hands on this holy and blessed ordinance of family life and turn it
into an instrument
of family
death!
Such evil spouses who have
staked their hope of regained freedom and happiness on the divorce
courts, will most surely find out
sooner or later that they have
made a grievous mistake. For by
such action they have committed
a heinous crime’ against God and
man. And unless they repent of
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this sin and mend their evil ways,
they. are ripe for the time when
“the Son of man shall send forth
His ‘angels, -and they shall gather
out of His kingdom all things that
offend, and them which do iniquity.; and shall cast them into a
furnace of fire: there shall be
wailing and gnashing of teeth.”
Matt. 13:41-42. This is so because
the Holy .’ Ghost also testifies:
cY7horemongers
and adulterers
God will judge!” Heb. 13 :4.
‘LVhile every divorce is truly a
tragedy, we can understand such
conduct on the part of heathen
people. For they do not have the
Lord Jesus in their hearts. They
know nothing of His redeeming
love. His Word has found no lodging place in their souls. And being barren of faith, they live according to their own evil- passions
under Satan’s tyrannical power.
A yet great tragedy occurs and
far’ more serious offense is givcn when members of Christian
churches, following this example
of the .,unbelieving world, make
use of the divorce courts to obtain such unwarranted separations.
The solemn pledge made at the
altar: “till death do us part,” repeated in the presence of God, in
submission to his holy Will, and
before witnesses, is taken lightly
and’ later on treated with denial.
The earnest words of our Savior
are ignored: “What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man
put asunder ! ” How careful we

pastors and congregations must be
when con.fronted with such cases,
lest we give encouragement to the
t.ransgressors by a lax church practice and thus involve ourselves in
an even greater offense against the
Lord and His Church, making
ourselves also partakers of the
same sins and confirming
the
heathen in their evil practices.
Let us therefore continue to
employ all Christian diligence in
our congregational and individual
lives and households. Having carefully considered the cost of discipleship (Luke 14:26-3 5)) having Jesus continually
at our side
to see us safely through this life
(Matt. 28:2Ob), let us set our
faces resolutely to continue to
walk the path also of matrimony
as directed alone by the Lord in
His Word.
Luther has some fine Christian
instructions for us in this matter
based on these Words of our Savior: “What therefore God hath
joined together, let not man put
asunder.” He remarks: ‘As though
Jesus would say: ‘Thou, man, shalt
not permit thyself to be separated
from thy wife, for He that created
thee man brought thee to the woman; and He that made ,thee woman gave thee to the man as helpmate, and wants no divorce.’ Since
this is so that what God has joined
together no man shall part asunder, that He brings man and wife
together, that He makes thee to be
a man and thee to be a woman,
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and by His order man and woman
become one body: therefore no
man shall break this ordinance of
God, whether his name be .Moses
or anything else; but here it says:
Hast thou taken me, then ,thou
must be separated from me only
by death. If you are angry ,with
each other and disagreeable, then
be reconciled again, as also St.
Paul commands, but divorce shall
not be among you.” And again:
“Even as two have become one
body, they shall remain one body,
come what may, honor or disgrace, wealth or poverty.”
On the basis of Matt. I9:9. and
parallel passages, Carl Manthey
Zorn, in a Scripturally
correct
treatment of this same subject in
his book, Questions on Christian
Topics (Northwestern
Publishing
House Edition), makes the following clear statement: “According
to the Word and Will of God
there is but one reason for which
you, husband, may put away your
wife, and that is fornication, adultery on her part. And there is but
one reason for which you, wife,
may put away your husband, and
that is fornication on his part. If
you husband, or you, wife, separate from, depart from, put away
your spouse for any other reason,
you are thereby guilty, according
to the Word of God, of an unjust,
unwarranted separation and you
commit adultery. Thus says He
who is Eternal Truth and His
Word must not be gainsaid.”

Even in the case where it has
been clearly established that adultery by fornication has been committed, a Christian is not under
o.bligation to divorce the unfaithful spouse. For, under circumstances, if the transgressor is truly
penitent and reforms, the innocent spouse might in Christian
liberty find it possible and right
before God to continue in the
marriage with the now forgiven.
mate.
From the last author presented
and from the same source, we
offer yet one quotation: “In the
wedded life of man and wife
something happens that is either
due to the sins and the depravity
of one party or of the other, or
of both, or that God’s hand has
imposed, and that makes it trying.
And one party refuses to bear any
longer such disagreeableness, such
burden, such trial. This party separates from its spouse. It seeks
a valid reason for a divorce. Such
reason is soon found with the aid
of a lawyer. This is an unwarrantadulterous, separation, it is
4
adultery. . . The separating spouse
stubbornly
and wickedly
places
himself, or herself, in opposition
to God’s Word and is therefore
unbelieving. And the Word applies which we quoted when speakinging of malicious desertion: ‘If
the unbelieving depart, let him
,depart. A brother or a sister is
not under bondage in such cases;
but God hath called us to peace.

- 124-

1 Car. 7:15?

Let ,%.theseChristian testimonies
of our orthodox forefathers confirm us in our faithfulness to follow _Jesus and His Word alone
also in the matter of divorce as we
face that evil in the midst of this
sinful generation when the devil
would either drive us entirely out
of the church or, not succeeding
in that, attempt to corrupt us all
within the church!

dant blessings ! Faith understands.
this, and having received such sure
blessings it gratefully
worships
and serves God! Whatever kind
of matrimonial crosses may come
upon God’s children, they sho.uld
and can by the power of Christ
be borne with repentant submission and patient waiting on Him
who in His fatherly providence
for Christ’s sake sends them for
their own eternal good.

C&stian separations, then, there
Trials, indeed, shall come upon
separaChristian
couples. Times may will be nojze! Unchistinn
tions, yes, they will doubtless concome when it may seem to them
that they have reached the end of tinue to be with us and plague us
so long as this sin-stricken world
all possible endurance for further
living together with their spouses, continues to stand. And somebut that can never truly be the times we Christians, too, may find
ourselves forced to become the uncase if they but remain humble
and faithful Christians. For never willing other half of such. evil
yet has our Savior forsaken a soul separations. As true Christians
then we will always show ourin need that truly came to Him
selves to be the unwi&zg
part!
for help, 2 Peter 2:9, “The Lord
May it never be the case that we
knoweth how to deliver the godly
willed the separation, for that is
out of temptations.”
Far from
and will ever remain the ungodly
turning such petitioners away, it
is the Lord’s very nature to bestow work of adulterers and adulteresses, unbelievers at heart, who lay
His love on the troubled heart,
granting strength and relief to the unholy hands on this sacred unbody and peace to the soul. So ion, breaking it asunder by the
act of fornication, Matthew 19:9,
long as the Christian in childlike
faith, trusting solely in the re- or by malicious desertion, I Cordeeming blood of Jesus, clings to inthians 7: 1~.
this truth: “The Lord is my ShepThe voice that breathed o’er
herd,” the sure fruit of that blessEden,
ed relationship is this that the beThat earliest wedding day,
liever can then also confess with
Th e primal marriage blessing,
full assurance : “I shall not want!”
It hath not passed away.
Such a Christian will positively
experience no lack of God’s abunStill in the pure espousal
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That bindeth man ‘and wife,
Which, blest by Thee, what’er
betides,
No evil shall destroy,
Through care-worn days each
care divides,
And doubles ev’ry joy.
- E.L.M.

Of Christian man and maid
The Triune God is with ‘us,
The Three-fold grace is said.
This holy vow that man can
make,
The golden thread in life,
The bond that none may dare
to break,

Bible
THE, CHRISTIAN

Study

Outlines

LIFE GOVERNED
OF JUDGMENT

BY THE EXPECTATION
DAY

A. As the believers during the Old Covenant, relying on the divine
promises, were waiting for the appearance of Christ in the flesh
(Luke 1:67-79; Luke 2:29-32. The characterization of Simeon as
“waiting for the Consolation of Israel,” v. 2 5, and of all believers
in Israel as “them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem” v. 3 8) ,
so the believers of the N.T. are described as people waiting for the
glorious. appearance of Christ on the Last Day; 1 Cor. 1:7; Titus
2:13.

B. Because Chistims

are waiting

for their Lord -

(1)

they are diligent in good works (Matt.
P#ff.; Luke 12: 1 rff.)

(2)

they are especially diligent

24:45’-$1;

Matt. 21:

in preaching the Gospel. (Matt.

24: 14)

(3)

they keep themselves unspotted

from the world.

(Titus

2:

12-14).

(4)

they guard against the carnal security of the days of Noah.
(Matt. 24:36-44).

( 5 ) they travel through this world
(I Pet. 2:11; Heb. 13%).
-
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as strangers and pilgrims,

(6) they use the world without

abusing it. ( 1 Cor. 7:3 1).

(7) they are not vindictive, but leave retaliation
at His coming. (Phil. 4:5; Rom. 12:19-21).
(8)

to their Lord

they resemble the wise virgins who had oil in their lamps.
(Matt. 25: lff.).

(9) they regard the suffering

of this present time lightly.

(Rom.

f&18).

( 10) they rejoice in. the very afflictions which they endure.
(Luke 6~23; Matt. 5:12; 1 Pet. 4:12, 13).
(11)

they are confident

in the midst of death. (1 Thess. 4: 13-B)

( 12) they are to reveal their love for the Word of God by diligently attending the Divine Service to hear His Word proclaimed and to read and study that precious Word in private. (Ps. 26:s; John 5:39).
(13)

they are to pray that God the Holy Spirit would keep them
faithful unto the end. (Rev. 2:lO).

C. As Christians we should place all matters in the light of Judgment
Day, and it will then be easy for us to determine what we ought
to do. For example, “Whre would I want my Savior to find me,
if He should return this very moment?” . . . “What would I want
my Savior to find me doing, were He to return this very moment?”
etc. Thus, in so far as Christians walk in the presence of Judgment
Day, their life, so to say, automatically shapes itself aright.
I’m but a stranger here,
Heav’n is my Home;
Earth is a desert drear,
Heav’n is my Home.
Danger and sorrow stand
Round me on ev’ry hand;
Heav’n is my fatherland,
Heav’n is my Home.
(Hymn

660)
-M.L.N.

-
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