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articles

To demonstrate,
by our
Scriptural
stand,
that our Concordia
Lutheran
Conference
is not
a sect or a false
church
body
but that
the
congregations
which
form
our
Conference
comprise
the true visible church on earth, not
denying,
however,
may be others
that
there
unknown
to us who truly share our Scriptural
position
in doctrine
and practice
and who also
rightly
belong
to the true visible
church of
Christ.
To urge all who truly
share
our Scriptural
position
in doctrine
and practice
to acknowledge our position
openly
and publicly
in order
that we may recognize
the blessed
existence
of such God-given
unity and that we may then
proceed
to practice
a God-pleasing
church
fellowship
with
them
by
supporting
each
other’s
work
with
our prayers
and
personal
service
as mutually
acknowledged
brethren
in
the faith.
To show that we do not have among
us a
but that we
mixture
of divergent
teachings
are, by God’s grace,
“perfectly
joined together
in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
To set forth
pertinent
historical
information which
has a bearing
upon
the Church
and to expose
modern
philosophical
thought
and
the
so-called
scientific
theories
which
contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose
particularly
the false
teaching
and
practice
of the various
so-called
“Lutheran”
church bodies
by comparing
their teaching and practice
with what is plainly
recorded
in the Word
of God,
in the Lutheran
Confessions,
and
in the old orthodox
Lutheran
writings.
To
expose
false
teaching
and
practice
wherever
it makes its appearance
and to keep
abreast
of the
current
happenings
in the
church world
and among
the nations
as signs

of the times.
To be truthful
and factual
in our ‘reporting
and
freely
to correct
any
misinformation
of
which we are not aware
and which
has been
called
to our attention.
Also to clarify
any
information
or statement
of doctrine
or practice which
may be unclear
to our readers
or
which
may create
a wrong
impression.

“Jesus,

when He had cried
again with a loud voice, yielded up
the ghost.” Or as we sing in the
beloved Good Friday hymn, “0
sorrow dread! God’s Son is dead!”
Willingly
and without any force
the almighty Son of God, having
commended His soul into the
hands of His heavenly Father,
died. Jesus died a real death on
the cross. How it was possible for
Jesus. who is true God to die is
simply beyond our human understanding and remains for us in
this life a blessed mystery.

rent in twain from the top to the
bottom; and the earth did quake,
and the rocks rent; and the graves
were opened; and many bodies of
the saints which slept arose, and
came out of the graves after His
resurrection, and went into the
holy city, and appeared unto
many” (Matt. 2751-53).

This veil or curtain which was
torn in two, hung before the Holy
of Holies or the Most Holy Place.
In the Holy of Holies there was
only the Ark, a chest which contained the Commandments
and
Before the Savior’s death on the the Book of Law. No one was
cross a miracle had taken place. permitted inside the Holy of HolThe Evangelist Matthew tells us, ies except, the high priest and he
“Now from the sixth hour there was allowed to go inside only once
was darkness over all the land una year on th e great Day of Atonement with the blood of the sacrito the ninth hour” (27:45). From
12
o’clock to 3 o’clock in the fices. This curtain which hung
afternoon there was an unnatural
before the Holy of Holies was
darkness over the earth; nature
made of blue, and purple, and
itself drew the curtains of night
scarlet and fine twined linen. It
over the most shameful crime ever was 60 by 30 feet in measurement
to be committed-the
crucifixion
and about the thickness of a
man’s hand. It is said that it took
of God’s only Son!
When Jesus died on the cross three hundred priests to lift it.
more miracles took place. CCAnd, We can well imagine the great
behold, the vail of the temple was astonishment of the high priest
-51-

who was in the Holy Place during the evening sacrifice when he
saw this great curtain torn in two
and he was able to look into the
Holy of Holies!
This was indeed a miracle from
God. What was the meaning? The
meaning is given to us by the Lord
in the Epistle to the Hebrews, especially in the 9th and 10th chapters where the writer reminds us
that Christ is our perfect High
Priest who. sacrificed Himself for
the sins of the world; that the
Old Testament high priests and
sacrifices had now come to an end.
There was now no more need of
an intervening screen and mediating high priests, for by virtue
of the atoning blood of Christ all
sinners have free access to the
throne of God. The sin which
separated God and man had now
been removed by the one great
sacrifice of the true High Priest,
and there are therefore no further
sacrifices necessary. Before it was
death to go into the Holy of Holies and now it is death to stay out;
that is, whoever refuses to accept
the sacrifice of Christ the true
High Priest and believe in Him as
His only Savior from sin, such a
one will be cast into eternal destruction. (John 3 : 3 6)
There was another miracle. Some
of the Old Testament believers,
who had fallen asleep firmly
trusting in the promised Messiah,
came forth from their gr.aves.
Their graves were opened because

of the earthquake and after the
Lord’s resurrection
these saints
came out of their graves and went
into the city of Jerusalem where
they appeared unto many. The
Holy Scriptures tell us nothing
more about
these resurrected
saints. Yet, this also has a meaning. It tells us that Christ “hath
abolished death and hath brought
life and immortality
to light” (2
Tim. 1: IO). The devil’s power was
destroyed! “Foras much then as
the children are partakers of flesh
and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that
through death He might destroy
him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil” (Heb. 2: 14).
The miracles following
the
death of Christ made a profound
impression upon those who witnessed these things. Wow when
the centurion, and they that were
with him, watching Jesus, saw the
earthquake, and those things that
were done, they feared greatly,
saying, Truly this was the Son of
God” (Matt. 27:54).
This centurion was the leader of the executioners and of the Roman guard.
It was customary that when one
was crucified the Roman soldiers
would stand guard until the crucified person was dead, then they
would leave the body to the robbers or to the wild animals. How
cruel and inhuman these heathenish Roman soldiers mus,t have
been. And no doubt this was not
the first person whom they had
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crucified and then stood guard
over, but t&s wm the first time
t&t they htid ever experienced
n~~~&ing like this! The darkness,
the words of Christ on the cross,
the earthquake, the opening of
the graves- all this filled the Roman soldiers with fear. The centurion means to say: This Jesus
is what He said He was-the Son
of God!
Even the Jews which had so
shamefully blasphemed and mocked the Lord Jesus before, were
impressed by what took place. The
Evangelist Luke tells us, “And all
the people that came together to
that sight, beholding the things
which were done, smote their
breasts, and returned”
(2 3 :48 ) .
The Jews were sorry that they
had ,followed the advice of the
elders and the high priests and
1lence they smote upon their
breasts as a sign that they should
not have done what the high
priests and elders incited them to
do. But these Jews did not, however, follow the example of the

1959 STATISTICS
for the
Concordia
Lutheran
Conference
Baptized members _--_-___.._--_409
Communicant
members --_--_ 2 5 5
Voting members --------_____-_-_- 77

publican in the Temple who smiting upon his breast cried out,
“God, be merciful to me a sinner !”
-They
simply returned back to
their homes.
“And many women were there
beholding afar off, which followed
Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto Him: among which was Mary
Magdalene, and Mary the mother
of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s children”
(Matt.
27: 55, 56). These faithful women
had been followers of the Lord
Jesus for some time. They firmly
believed that Jesus was the promised Messiah and these miracles
must have strengthened them in
their conviction that Jesus is, indeed, God’s only Son. May these
various miracles which took place
on that Good Friday also serve to
strengthen our faith in Jesus as
our Savior and Redeemer, so that
we may then serve Him with the
fruits of our faith until He takes
us to Himself in heaven!
-M.L.N

“By Hi~z therefore let us offer
t?x sucrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the frztit of ow
lips gi.virzg thmzhs to His n,ame.”
Heb. 13, 15

Communed during 1959 _.-.. 1409
Sunday School children ___-_- 108
Sunday School teachers ____-- 24
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What

Easter Did For Thomas

By the grace of God we have an encouragement for us, all. The
again observed the joyous and disciple is Thomas, known as the
soul-stirring festival of Easter. We Doubter.
have thrilled anew at the message
After His resurrection Jesus apof Christ’s victory over sin, death, peared to various individuals, to
and the grave. This great truth
give them positive proof of His
should deepen our conviction that
triumph over the grave. Thus He
Jesus is the Son of God and that
showed Himself to Mary Magdaour faith in Him is built on solid lene, to the Emmaus disciples, to
ground. It should quiet our fears Peter, and as recorded in John 20,
and cares since He has redeemed to the ten disciples., Thomas not
us from all the enemies of our being present. With His almighty
soul. It should fill us with renewpower He passed through the locked zeal and courage for the oblied door of their room in Jerusagations which we have as His follem, where they had remained for
lowers. If Easter has done this for
fear of the Jews, and greeted them
you, then you are enjoying the with the inspiring words: “Peace
precious treasures offered through
be unto you!” Then He showed
the resurrection story. May. the them the nailprints
and His
blessings of His. victory abide with
wounded side, and the disciples
us now and always!
were glad. Th eir gloom was disIn John 20, 26-29, we hear of pelled by happiness and their fear
a disciple for whom Easter had by strong faith. Their joy was
special meaning, but only after he complete.
Thereupon the Lord gave them
came ‘face to face with the risen
Savior. In this lie a warning and a special task when He bestowed
-54-

upon them the Holy Spirit and
sent them out to bring the message of peace by faith in Him to
all the world. This privilege of
proclaiming forgiveness is still the
obligation of all Christians, who
thereby offer to men true peace
in the Lord. In this noble task
may we be as ardent witnesses as.
the disciples later were, who, with
the exception of one, sealed their
testimony with their life’s blood.
Why Thomas was absent on this
memorable evening, we are not
told. When the other disciples
told him of the Lord’s appearance,
he shook his head and voiced emphatic doubt. With the death of
the Savior his hopes, had been shattered, and so this experience of the
others seemed incredible to him.
He frankly
confessed that only
the testimony of his own senses
would convince him. He was willing to believe, but under certain
conditions. Many today have this
same spirit, declaring, If I could
see God or the Lord or heaven itself, then I would be inclined to
b e1’ieve! Theirs is. a sad spiritual
condition.

of the Savior made a deep impression on Thomas so that he bursts
forth into that wonderful confession of faith: YMy Lord and my
God!” Then Jesus added a statement of reproof for such dangerous doubt, stressing that faith
does not rest on the evidence of
the senses or on feelings and reason, but on the true Word of the
Gospel. Through that Word faith
is created and preserved; that
Word man is to belie,ve. He who
hears the pure Word and is guided alone by its truth belongs to
that happy people of whom Peter
writes: “Though now ye see Him
not, yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable!” ( 1 Pet. 1, 8)
Note well what Easter did for
Thomas. What has it done for
you? May the resurrected Savior
preserve in our hearts the peace of
Easter and the hope of heaven!
-0.w.s.

Jesus did not permit Thomas to
remain in doubt, but eight days
later He appeared to the disciples
again and addressed Thomas in
particular, emphasizing: “Be not
faithless, but believing! ” This
meant: your faith is wavering as
it battles with doubt. May My
presence help to fortify your trust
in Me! The appearance and words
-
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II Believe

In The Resurrection

While human reason cannot
prove that there will be no resurrection, it cannot comprehend the
possibility of a resurrection. Hence
some doubt it (I Cor. IEU),
and
others ridicule it (Acts 17: 3 2) .
Experience and observation do
not support it, and we cannot understand how a body that has
returned to the dust, or has been
devoured by wild beasts could
possibly be revived and regain its
former shape. But all these doubts
and objections as to the possibility
of the resurrection of the body
may be answered with the words.
of Christ: “Ye do err-not
knowing the power of God” CMatt.
22:29).
He who believes that
there is an omnipotent God will
have no trouble. in believing that
He is able to quicken the dead.
The fact of the resurrection of
the body must be established from
Scripture.
Since it is God who
raises the dead, only He can tell
whether He will do so. The Bible
is very definite on this point.
Faith in the forgiveness of sins
implies faith in the resurrection.
Death is the wages of sin (Rom.
4:23). Christ delivered us from
sin, hence, also from death (Heb.
faith in
2:14, 15). Therefore
Christ carries with it the hope of
resurrection (John 11: 2 5, 2 6) .
The resurrection of our Lord
proves that there is such a thing

Of The Body

as a resurrection of the body. “For
if the dead rise not, then is not
Christ raised” (I Cor. 15 : 16).
“But now Christ is risen from the
dead, and become the firstfruits
of them that slept” (I Cor. I 5:
20). “Now if Christ be preached
that He rose from the dead, how
say some among you that there is
no resurrection of the dead?” (I
Cor. lk12).
Christ proves from the Old
Testament that there is a resurrection of the dead (Matt. 22:31,
32 ) . Job confesses his faith in
the resurrection (Job 19:25-27).
In Dan. 12:~ we read: “Many of
them that sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame
and everlasting contempt.”
In
the New Testament we read: “The
hour is coming in which all that
are in the graves shall hear His
voice, and shall come forth; they
that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation”
(John 5 : 2 8,
29).
The Bible teaches one general
resurrection of all dead at the end
of time. Speaking of believers,
Christ says that He will raise them
up at the Last Day (John 6:40).
He also informs us that the good
and the evil will be raised at the
same time (John 5:28, 29). From
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I Cor. 15 :23, 24 and from I
Thes. 4: 16 we learn that this resurrection will take place when
Christ comes to judge the quick

and the dead. (Compare page 30 1
f f. of A Summary of Christian
Doctrine, by Koehler)
- J.E.S.

John 3114-11, “And as Moses
liftedup the serpe~ntin the wildewness, even so must tfhe Son of man
be lifted ZLP: that whosoever believeth kz him shuld not perish,
but have eternal life.”

searching question: Since faith is
also called regeneration in the
Holy Scriptures, should we also
really possess the true regenerating faith? For that reason we can
see that the true faith can not
merely be a dead, empty figment
of the imagination,
a powerlessconviction of the mind regarding
the truth of the Gospel. It must
rather be something living, powerful, busy and constantly active,
something which changes and renews our hearts and minds, making us into entirely new people in
mind, disposition, and in all faculties.
For regeneration, as the word
itself indicates, can be nothing
else than a complete renewal of
the entire person. As the pLyica1
b;ip-tb gives us a physical life with
natural actions, desires, will, understanding and powers, so regezemtion, because it is a new spiritual birth, must give a new spiritual life, new spiritual actions, desi.res, will,
understanding
and
powers. It cannot be otherwise.
By nature we people are indeed
not only outside of God’s kingdom of grace, but we are also

The phrase, to be born again
(regeneration) , is a cloaked form
of speech whereby Christ seeks to
arouse our interest. It really indicates nothing else than the new
life of genuine faith in our hearts.
For, what Christ first in a veiled
manner sought to impart in His
discussion (with Nicodemus) regarding being born again to eternal life, that He expresses in the
words of our text in clear and unmis,takable terms: “And as Moses
lifted ?@ the serpent in the wilderness, even so must t/be Son of man
be lifted ZLP:that whosoever believetb iu, him should ?zot perish,
but have eternal life.”
But since regeneration is nothing
else than faith, we must think
that it is therefore of little consequence, as though the act of believing were a small thing and
comes quite natural to all people,
We must rather ask ourselves this
-57-

without true knowledge of God
and His Will. We do not know
the way of peace and do not trust,
love, and fear God with all our
hearts according to His holy
Word, but we hate Him. If now
a person comes to the true faith
in Christ, then the work of a new
birth takes place in him. He
thereby is not only justified, having been made a child of grace
out of a child of wrath; a just
person out of a sinner; a rescued
person out of one condemned,
having left the kingdom of darkness and entered the kingdom of
light, namely, that of God’s, Son;
rather, when this happens, the person then also awakens out of his
natural spiritual death and becomes
spiritually alive. A new heavenly,
divine light starts to burn in his
understanding, so that he now positively knows God and the right
path to God. The Gospel is no
longer foolishness to him, nor a
sealed secret, but a blessed revelation in which he finds. nothing
but truth and brightness which
enlightens him more and more.
The innermost diepth of his heart
is then also affected and is filled
with love, reverence, and trust. In
a word, such a person who begins
truly to believe, becomes a temple
of the Holy Ghost who ceaselessly
urges him on to all good works.
Such a person no longer judges
spiritual things according to his
to the
reason and according
promptings of his heart, but God’s
-58-

%word takes complete possession of
his soul. The Word of God completely rules over him. The Word
of God is now his light, h’is wisdom and his counsel, his comfort
and his hope, his weapon and his
refuge. Yes, the Word of God becomes his second life, his second
soul. And he bears it in himself
not written with ink, not inscribed on his memory with the pencil,
but engraved in his heart with the
fiery flames. of the Holy Ghost.
For that reason a believing, regenerated person is an entirely new
creature. He thinks and judges
according to God’s Word.
He
lives according to that Word. For
that Word, which is spirit and
life in him, he is willing to endure
and suffer everything, and if necessary also die for it.
Therefore let us note well, the
external change which may have
come over us, is of no benefit to
us; we will be eternally lost with
all our imagined good works. We
must be born again, yes, reborn,
for Christ says: “Verily, verily, I
say zmto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the
k.ingdonz of God .”
Hallehja~, God, Holy Ghost,
Be praised by us with b,eavtm’s
host,
Wfbo gave us 3aew creation.
We flow believe the Savior’s grace;
He led acsto the Bridegroanz’s face,
Securing oacr salvation.
Oh, now! See, Tboac!

There is pleasure, there is pasture,
There is wzanna and etemal
Hosianna. Amen.
Taegliche Hausandacht
C. F. \V. Walther (Crull)
Translated by E.L.M.

God’s Census
On April 1 some 160,000 workers for the Unitsed States Census
Bureau began their gigantic task
of co,unting all the inhabitants of
our country. These men and women, k nown as “enumerators”,
are busy taking the dicennial census of our land and will visit
homes, hotels, motels, colleges, etc.
in every hamlet, village, town, and
city in America. They will obtain
volumes of signif icant information
in their efforts to ma.ke certain
that every man, woman, and child
in the U.S. is officially “counted”
in the 1960 census.
While we as law abiding citizens will cooperate with these census takers and supply the necessary information, we as Christians
know that there is a more s~ignificant census, namely, God’s, census, in which His followers are
“counted” in His kingdom.
We
hear of this in Luke 10, ZOb, where
our Savior tells us: “Rejoice because your names are written in
h eaven ! ”
The Lord originally spoke these
words to the 70 disciples whom He
sent out by twos, to preach the
-59-

Gospel and to heal the sick. Later
on their return home they gave
a remarkable report of their success, stressing that they were even
able to cast out devils with His
help. The Lord then uttered a
word of caution and told them
that the performance of such miracles was not as important as the
fact that their names were written
in heaven by virtue of their faith
in Him. This should be the major
cause of their rejoicing.
What about God’s census and
you? Are you counted among the
members of His kingdom? Is your
name written in heaven? If you
believe in Hi.m who loved you
from eternity and sent His Son
to suffer and die for you; if you
believe in Him who gave His precious life on the cross that you
might be redeemed; if you believe in Him who through the
Word brought you to faith and
has preserved it until now, then
you, too, can rejoice, for your
name is recorded above. God
grant us this assurance for His
dear Son’s sake!
-0.w.s.

The Son of Man c&me not to be
wzinistered zcnto, but to minister,
and to give His life a Yanso??afoY
many. (Matt. 20~8)

AROUND

THE WORLD

This month will mark a radical
change within the State Lutheran
Church of Sweden. Archbishop
Gunnar Hultgren has announced
that three women will be ordained
as ministers in the Church.
In
spite of some rather sharp opposition the Archbishop is acting in
accord with legislation adopted by
the Swedish Parliament in September 19 58 providing for the ordination of wofz,en ministers. The
editor of one of the Swedish newspapers criticized the opponents of
this new law reminding them that
“if they do not wish to abide by
the law they have only one recourse- to withdraw
from the
State church.”
-O-

The State Church (Lutheran)
of Norway is also having its share
of problems. It. seems that only a
very small minority of the people
(about 97 of every 100 Norwegions. belong to the State Church)
attend the Church Services. One of
the Norwegian newspapers carried
an article by the Rev. Johnstad
entitled, “Close the Churches!”
Rev. Johnstad laments, “In our
latitudes it seems that people are
done with the common church
services. If it is too cold, they
cannot go, and if it is too warm,
they cannot. . . I suggest that we
close it altogether. . . When something that especially touches their
religious interests is going on, we
may see them once in a while in

the church. Otherwise they are
satisfied with arrangements
without public support. They would
surely feel just as well if the
church bells ceased to call. But do
we have church bells for the sake
of their music only?”
The well-known
Passion Play
which usually takes place every
IO years in Oberammergau, a village in the foothills of the Bavarian Alps in Southern Germany,
has been very sharply criticized
by Dr. Robert Gorham Davis, a
professor at Columbia University
in New York City. Dr. Davis,
who is also a literary critic, voiced
his criticism in the recent issue of
the Commentary magazine. “The
picture which the play draws of
the Jews-usurious,
blood-thirsty,
possessedby the ‘fury of a blinded
nation’s rage’-combines
some of
the worst of medieval and modern
prejudices”
writes. Davis.
He
claims that this pageant which
portrays the suffering and death
of Christ is “an offense both
against history and religion. Inevitably it seems to invoke the
sufferings of Christ to justify and
explain very un-Christian
doctrines which the people of Oberammergau enthusiastically accepted in the Hitler epoch.”
-M.L.N.
He .&at trust&5 in his riches
but itherighteous shall
shall f&EL;
flourishns u branch (Prov. 11: 2 8 )
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ON THE UNIONISM

FRONT

of work,
including
Lutheran
World Relief, the Lutheran Refugee Service and the Lutheran Service Commission.

A “Call to a Protestant Council
on Roman Catholicism” has been
issued by Christ’s, Mission, Inc.,
which publishes the Christian Heritage magazine fo’rmerly known
as the Converted Catholic. While
this magazine gives, much valuable
information on Roman Catholicism, it abounds with the usual
Reformed errors on the Lord’s
Supper, Baptism, etc. The roster
of theologians and other Christian leaders who have accepted invitations to serve as panelis,ts at
this Protestant Council include a
n.umber of prominent Reformed
leaders plus the speaker of the
Missouri Synod’s Lutheran Hour,
Dr. Oswald C. J. Hoffman.
-M.L.N.

“It will also cooperate with the
council and four of its member
bodies (ULCA,
ELC, ALC and
Augustana) in sponsoring production of a new movie. The movie
will depict the pressures< which
the Communist regime exerts with
increasing intensity upon Christians in East Germany, most of
whom are Lutherans.” (The Lutheran Brotherhood Bond, March
1960).

-O-

“Dr. Paul C. Empie, New York,
executive of the (National Lutheran) council, in his report, said
that cooperative relationships betw‘een Lutherans had entered a
new stage in 19 59 and that the
situation is ‘noticeably more favorable for a pos,itive and objective
re-examination
of roadblocks to
cooperation.’

Grow in gmce, mzd in the knowledge of our Loci mzd Snvior Jesus
Chris f.
(2 Pet. 3:18)

“He reported ‘there are good
prospects we are going to be able
to find some means of achieving
a working relationship with the
Missouri Synod to the advantage
of the ministries of us all,’
“The Missouri Synod cooperates
with the council in several areas
-61.-

The righfeozcs cry, nnd the Lord
henretb, md delivereth th:enz out
of nil their troubles.
(Ps. 3417)

ON

LUTHER
THE RESURRECTION

“The science of alchemy I like
very well. . . I like it for the sake
of the allegory and secret signification, which is exceedingly fine,
touching the resurrection of the
dead at the last day. For, as in
a furnace the fire extracts and
separates from a substance the
other portions, and carries upward
the spirit, the life, the sap, the
strength, while the unclean matter, the dregs, remain at the bot-

Bible

tom, like a dead and worthless carcass; even so God, at the day of
judgment, will separate all things
through fire, the righteous from
the ungodly. The Christians and
the righteous shall ascend upward
into heaven, and there live everlastingly, but the wicked and the
ungodly, as the dross and filth,
shall remain in hell, and there be
damned.”
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Outlines

DIVORCE
I

The only Scriptural cause for divorce is fornication. Matt. 19 :9.
A. The innocent party q~y secure a divorce. Matt. 5 : 32.
B. Fornication may not, however, be cons,idered a just cnuse for
divorce when the following factors are present:
1. If one party believes that the other party is dead and then
enters in upon a new marriage.
2. If the one party has been forced into fornication.
(rape).
3. If fornication took place in a previous marriage.
4. If both parties are guilty of fornication.
5. If fornication is not clearly proven. (mere suspicion) .

II

Malicious desertion.
A. It is a disruption of the marriage bond; it is in itself divorce.
I Cor. 795.
B. He becomes guilty of malicious desertion who leaves his spouse
with the manifest intention of not returning and who will also
not by any means be persuaded to do so.
C. The following is not malicious desertion:
1, &futuaZ consent of both parties to separate permanently.
2. Leaving the spouse in anger for a short time.
3. Imprisonment or deportation from a country,
4. Temporary separation from the spouse to protect one’s life.
- 62 -

III The Scriptures do ?zot recognize any other grounds for divorce
such as:
A. Sickness of whatever nature (insanity, lifelong disease, etc.).
Answering the question whether in such a case a divorce might
be procurred, Luther says, “Never!JJ Rather serve God by
waiting upon your sick spouse; rather think that God through
your sick spouse has given you a holy opportunity
to make
sure of your heavenly bliss. Blessed are you many times if you
accept it as a gift and grace of God and for God’s sake will
wait upon your spouse. If you say that you cannot remain
continent, you are lying. If you will only sincerely wait upon
your sick spouse and take it that God has sent unto you that
affliction and thank Him for it, let God take care of you,
surely He will grant grace that you will not have to bear more
than you are able to bear. God is much too faithful; He will
not through illness rob you of your spouse and not at the same
time put away from you the evil will of your flesh if you will
truly serve your sick spouse.”
B. Incompatdbility.
c. Differences of religious faith and resulting difficulties. I Cor.
7:12, 13; 1 Pet. 3:l.
D. Tyrannical husband or nagging wife. (marital quarrels).
E. Drunkenness. I Samuel 2 1.
IV The State and Divorce.
A. The State permits divorces where God’s Word does not.
1. This is permissable since the State is not to be ruled with
the Word of God.
2. This is in full accordance with the example of Moses who
in his politicd laws permitted the “bill of divorcement.”
Deut. 24: 1-4.
B. As Chris,tians, however, we can only acknowledge as valid a
divorce which is permitted according to God’s Word. Matt.
19:9.
V The false teachings of some of the other denominations on divorce.
A. The Roman Catholic Church prohibits divorce on any ground,
even adultery. Matt. j :32.
B. The Episcopalian Church and the United Presbyterian Church
of North America prohibit divorce and remarriage in the case
of malicious desertion. I Car, 7: 15.
-M,L.N.
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Liberty

iasm they lay their liberties at the
feet of a demagog, if by any exigency they are lulled into letting
councils and synods and faculties
decide th eir course : in all these
cases they are selling their birthright; and though for a time they
may flourish even as a group, their
liberties are sold and they have
sold themselves, into the popery
and bondage of men. “Ye are
bought with a price; be not ye
the servants of men.” 1 Car. 7.23.
(Selected)

An orthodox church body is
made up of free and equal people.
But if from indolence or carelessness, or cowardice, or want of
spirit to maintain their liberty as
Christian men, they are unequal
to the exertions necesary for preserving it ; if they will not fight
for it when it is indirectly attacked, if they can be deluded by the
lure of getting higher places, if
momentary discouragements. will
tire them, if in a fit of enthus-
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