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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Futheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true visible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may then 
proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern phiiosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong impression. 



What have we to be thankful for? Consider this: 
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Truth, time, talents 
Heaven, health, happiness 
Angels, air, acquaintances 
Nativity, name, nation 
Kindness, kin, knowledge 
Scripture, songs, schools 
Grace, growth, government 
Inspiration, income, information 
Victory, vocation, vegetables 
Immortality, independence, intellect 
New Testament, neighbors, night 
Goodness, gifts, glory! 

Lord, o my soal and ull that is wit&n me, bless His 
My name. Bless tbe Lord, o my WUE, mad forget not all His benefits!” 

Ps 103, l-2. 

“Blessed be the Lmd, who daily loadetb us with benefits, wm the 
God of mr salvation.” Ps. 68, 19. 

O.W.S. 

FOR THE SPIRIT OF THANKSGIVING 

Lord God, heavenly Father, this in true faith that we may 
from whom we so superabundant- thank and praise Thy gentle good- 
ly receive all manner of good ness and mercy both here and 
without ceasing and by whom we hereafter in eternity, through 
are daily so graciously protected Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. 
from all evil, let us through Thy Amen. 
Spirit wholeheartedly recognize all (fromWhat Luther &zys, p. I 10 5 ) 
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November 10th was the 476th 
anniversary of the birth of Martin 
Luther. The main facts of his life 
are well-known to every Lutheran. 
However, on certain -details of his 
great career as the Reformer many 
people are not well informed. This 
article seeks to supply such infor- 
mation on one particular phase of 
Luther’s life, namely his last days,, 
death, and burial. 

To accomplish what Luther did 
by way of writing and preaching 
it would seem that he was blessed 
with perfect health. But this was 
not true. His years as a monk ex- 
posed his body to many fasts and 
penances. His labors as a profes- 
sor and preacher were marked by 
rigorous physical self-discipline. 
Often disregarding his, bodily 
needs, he soon became thin and 
undernourished. In his busy life 
he worked hard and found little 
time for rest. It is not strange that 
he was a sick man much of his 
lifetime. During his last years 
he suffered from indigestion, ner- 
vous tension, rheumatism, ear 
trouble, heart trouble, kidney 
stones, and ulcers. 

Added to these sufferings was 
his wish and desire to die as a 
martyr for his Lord. .Many times 
he prayed that h e might be count- 
ed worthy to’ be burned at the 
stake. Once after a lecture on 
Genesis he said, “I am weak! God 
grant me a blessed death!,” ‘Then 

he wrote to a friend, .“I am sick 
of this world, and the world is 
sick of me; it will not be difficult 
for us to part. . . I pray for a 
peaceful end, I am ready- to de- 
part!” 

But before ,Luther was to die, 
he made one more journey in the 

1 interest of others. Early in 1546 
some of the princes of Saxony 
quarreled among themselves, and 
Luther was called to make peace 
among them. Although he was 
quite ill, he set out on the 80 mile 
trip to Eisleben in mid-.winter. 
Because of weather conditions and 
his own physical fatigue the trip 
was very tiring for :Luther. For 
three weeks he took ,great pains 
to settle the disputes between the 
princes and their subjects. In add- 
ition to this he preached several 
times and ordained two pastors. 
Finally on February 17, 1546, the 
dispute was settled peaceably, and 
Luther began to think of return- 
ing home. But God had decided 
otherwise. 

On the 17th of February Luther 
was’ seized with a pain in his heart 
and remained in his room at Eisle- 
ben. As his condition grew worse, 
he was certain he would die in the 
town of his birth. He strength- 
ened himself with the Word of 
God and with prayer. During the 
early morning hours of February 
18th he suffered two more attacks 
of pains around the heart, but de- 



spite the efforts of physicians he 
steadily grew worse. Realizing 
that his end was near, Luther 
prayed, “Father, into Thy hands 
I commend my spirit! Thou hast 
redeemed me, Thou faithful 
God!” In spite of his weakness 
he recited various Scripture pas- 
sages, such as John 3, 16 and Ps. 
68, 20. He prayer further: “I 
pray Thee, Lord Jesus Christ, re- 
ceive my poor soul into Thy hands. 
0 heavenly Father, although I 
must quit this body and be torn 
away from this life, I nevertheless 
know assuredly that I shall be 
with Thee forever, and that no 
one can pluck me out of Thy 
hands!” As he lay quiet, his friend 
Dr. Jonas asked him, “Reverend 
Father, are you willing to die in 
the name of Christ and the doc- 
trine which you have preached?” 
To this question Luther loudly 
and distinctly answered, ‘Yes,.” 
Having said this, he turned on his 
side and fell asleep in the faith 
in his Savior between 2 and 3 a.m. 
on February 18, 1546. 

The sad tidings of Luther’s 
death spread rapidly through town 
and country. Many people of all 
classes came to view the remains 
of the man who brought to light 
the saving Word of God. On 
February 19 his funeral service 
was conducted in St. Andrew’s 
Church in Eisleben, where Dr. 
Jonas delivered a stirring sermon. 
The next day a second memorial 
service was held in this same 

church, conducted by the local 
pastor, Rev. Coelius. The same 
afternoon the body of Luther was 
taken to Wittenberg. Large crowds. 

of people lined the road, and in 
nearly every village the bells tolled. 
On February Znd the funeral 
train reached Wittenberg and pro- 
ceeded to the Castle Church where 
29 years before Luther had nailed 
the famous 95 Theses. Sixty horse- 
men preceded the hearse. Follow- 
ing behind were Luther’s wife, 
three sons, and other relatives. 
Then came the faculty of the Uni- 
versity, the students, prominent 
citizens, and several thousand 
people. 

The large Castle Ch.urch was 
filled to capacity. The casket was 
placed near the pulpit. The local 
pastor, Dr. Bugenhagen, preached 
a comforting sermon in German 
and spoke of Luther as a national 
h ero. Then Melanchthon, friend 
and co-worker of Luther, spoke 
in Latin, comparing Luther to 
Moses and calling him one of the 
greatest theologians since St. Paul, 
with courage, will, and zeal for 
the cause of the Gospel. Then the 
casket was lowered into a grave 
beneath the floor of the church 
in front of the pulpit. There a 
special stone tablet marked his last 
resting place. 

Thus concluded the life of a 
great servant of God. His blessed 
death should move us to follow 
his faith in the Word of truth, 
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contending for it always, and look- of righteousness awaits them above 
ing forward to our own departure where they shall behold their Lord 
as a step from this, vale of tears and Master face to face. May such 
into the joys of heaven. Christians, a blessed end be ours, for Christ’s 
like Luther, know that a crown sake! -o.w.s* 

Installation of Seminary lnstwctor 
The petitions of our people to the Head of the Church, the exalted 

Jesus, that He might grant us according to the richness of His grace a 
seminary wherein men might be trained to become able ministers of 
the New Testament, to the end that God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine 
pure might be preserved and expanded among us, have been wondrously 
heard. We rejoice from our innermost hearts that this issue of the 
CONCORDIA LUTHERAN can bring you this report of the won- 
derful manner in which these prayers were answered. 

Already a year ago at the convention in Tinley Park, Illinois, all 
present expressed agreement that steps should be taken without delay 
to establish a seminary. The first plans were centered in a generous and 
free offer from the Tinley Park congregation of a substantial parcel 
of their church property for this exclusive purpose. This offer was 
indeed encouraging and served as a wonderful stimulus for us to pro- 
ceed with our plans. 

Meanwhile, the Lord led the members of Christ Congregation in 
Milwaukee to formulate and present to our Conference another plan, 
which, if acceptable, would establish the seminary temporarily in the 
city of Milwaukee, in a building to be provided by the local congrega- 
tion which would- serve them as a chapel-parsonage and the Conference 
as a seminary. They suggested at the same time, in this plan, that their 
present pastor serve also as seminary instructor. 

Both offers were submitted to the 19 59 convention at Empire, Ore- 
gon, last June. After thorough study and discussion of each plan, the 
Milwaukee offer was adopted as being the better suited to our require- 
ments at the present time. A subsequent referendum of the congrega- 
tions revealed that they approved the resolution of the convention to 
establish the seminary, and also their willingness to contribute the addi- 
tional funds necessary for its operation. 

Hereupon your Committee on Theological Education prepared and 
sent to the Rev. E. L. Mehlberg the request to serve as first instructor 
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of our seminary. We are happy to inform our readers that Pastor Mehl- 
berg accepted this request with the express understanding on his part, 
as well as ours, that while it should not and could not be regarded as 
a divine call as true Lutherans ordinarily use the term, because it was 
limited as to tenure of office, it was none the less a God-pleasing Solemn 
Arrangement to prepare men for the office of the holy ministry. 

After Pastor Mehlberg informed us that he had prayerfully con- 
sidered, and thereupon decided to accept this Solemn Arrangement to 
serve as seminary instructor, the Committee on Theological Education 
together with officers of the Milwaukee congregation made arrange- 
ments for an installation service. 

All praise to God, this service was held in the present chapel of 
Christ Congregation in Milwaukee, Sunday evening, November first. 
Pastor H. D. Mensing, president of our Conference, preached the ser- 
mon (which we are asking the editor of our CONCORDIA LUTH- 
ERAN to publish in a future issue of our periodical) on the text, 
Haggai 2: l-9. The rite of installation was performed by the chairman 
of the Committee on Theological Education, the Rev. E. C. Hallstein 
of Clark, South Dakota, with Pastor J. E. Shufelt of Muscatine, Iowa, 
joining pastors Mensing and Hallstein in the laying on of hands. Be- 
sides our Milwaukee brethren, members of sister congregations at ‘I’in- 
fey Park, Illinois and Sigourney-Muscatine, Iowa, were also present. 

Seminary instruction, carried on heretofore by correspondence, God 
willing, will begin on a formal basis in the very near future in new 
quarters, which will serve the congregation as chapel and the pastor- 
instructor as parsonage. An article relating the wondrous manner in 
which God enabled the Milwaukee congregation to obtain this property 
at 64th and Ruby in Milwaukee is planned for a forth-coming issue of 
the CONCORDIA LUTHERAN. 

For all that has transpired in connection with the establishing and 
opening of our seminary, we can express our joy and thanks and praise 
in no better way than in the words of the holy writer Paul, Ephesians 
3 :20-z 1, “NW zcnto Him that is able to do (and has already done) ex- 
ceeding mabzmdantly above all that we ask i-r t&nk, accor&ng t0 the 
power that worketb in us, zcnto Him be glory in the chrch by Christ 
Jesus, thmghozct ail ages, world witbout end, Amen” E.C.H. 
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It is terrifying beyond all mea- 
sure to hear that some day many 
who were here baptized, who call- 
ed themselves Christians and fell- 
owshipped with the Christians’, 
who diligently heard and read 
God’s Word with the Christians, 
who prayed and sang with the 
Christians, who, perhaps were con- 
sidered as Christians by most every 
one and whom the Chris,tians call- 
ed their dear brethren, who with 
the Christians in the Lord’s Supper 
partook of the body and blood of 
the Son of God,-that many, alas, 
perhaps most of these, will be lost 
eternally. Our heart asks: How 
so? Isn’t it enough for God that 
He eternally condemns all open 
despisers of His Word and grace? 
Must he even condemn those eter- 
nally who in response to His in- 
vitation have appeared at the mar- 
riage of His Son? 

Matthew 22 : 14: ??For many Qre 
called, bust few are chsm.” 

Can we fault God that He per- 
mits those to be lost who indeed 
appear at the marriage of His 
grace but who wear neither the 
wedding garment of genuine faith 
nor the covering of sanctification, 
who appear at the wedding in the 
filthy dress of their own righteous- 
ness? Can we fault God when He 
permits. those to be lost who in- 
deed confess with their mouth 
that they therefore believe on 

Jesus, their Savior, but who in 
their heart do not think them- 
selves to be so evil and therefore 
never earnestly believe on Christ 
as the Savior from sin, but rely on 
this or that good which they im- 
agine they possess and thus do 
not give God and His Son the 
honor that He alone saves them? 
Can we fault God when He per- 
mits those to be lost who indeed 
outwardly act like Christians but 
who in their heart remain their 
old evil selves, who! love the world, 
who permit sin constantly to rule 
over them, who continually love 
sin and thus remain enemies of 
God? 

Alas, whoever indeed outwardly 
follows God’s Word, hears, it, ap- 
proves of it, praises it, but inward- 
ly remains as he is, he is a far 
more despicable and godless per- 
son than one who never comes at 
all because he indeed does not 
consider God’s Word to be God’s 
Word. Such a sham Christian not 
only commits the sin of the open 
unbelievers, but adds yet to this 
the sin of hypocrisy. He is no 
Christian, and still he wants to 
appear a Christian. He confesses 
God’s Word as the truth with his 
mouth, and by his actions he treats 
God’s Word as though it were a 
lie. He calls himself a follower of 
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Jesus and refers to himself as a 
Christian, and still he disgraces 
this name by a life devoted to sin. 

What should God now do with 
such sham Christians? By their 
unchristian lives they have brought 
disgrace upon God’s Word and 
Church; accordingly, God has to 
separate them yonder from His 
Church, in order that all the world 
may see that though they bore 
the name of Christ, -yet they were 
Christ’s most miserable enemies. 
They acted as tho,ugh they believ- 
ed the offering of reconciliation, 
which was indeed also brought 
for them, but in their hearts they 
despised it. Thus they appear be- 
fore the judgment seat of an eter- 
nal righteousness without a medi- 
ator. Their sentence can there- 
fore be no other than damnation. 

So now we have heard why 
many are called but few chosen. 
\Vhat do we now want to do? Do 
we now perh.aps want to penetrate 
more and more deeply into the 
abyss of God’s unsearchable plans 
and judgments? Do we want to 
continue asking more and more 
questions which confront us here? 
- God forbid! - On one occa- 
sion an inquisitive person asked 
the Lord Jesus: “Are there few 
that be saved?” And what re- 
sponse did the Lord give him? 
Did he possibly answer all his 
questions? --Did He clear up all 
his doubts, d,o you suppose? By 
no means! He said to him: “Strive 
to enter in at the strait gate: for 

many, I say unto you, will seek 
to enter in, and shall not be able.” 
Let that also be said to us. 

Since we know that many are 
called but few chosen, should we 
rack our brains over the How? 
and Why? Let us rather work with 
fear and trembling to save our- 
selves, that we may not be found 
among the many who are lost, but 
among the few who gain the vic- 
tory. 

God rejects no one who does 
not wilfully thrust God and His 
grace away from himself. Now, 
in this present time of grace, God 
will have mercy even upon the 
greatest sinner. Therefore, so long 
as it is yet called today, let us 
seek the Lord while He still can 
be found, let us call upon Him 
while He is yet near at hand. 

(Mel.: Comfort, comfort, ye My 

people) 
Send Tby help to me, dear Savior, 
Thozc my heart’s most royal Guest, 
Ayzd continue l%om this favor 
Which shall make me ever blest. 
Fan the spark of life in me 
Till Thn~ callest me to Thee 
Changilzg me like Thine elected, 
Whom Thou hast 

f ected. Amen. 

Taegliche 

by faith pm- 

Hausandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crulf ) 
Translated by ELM 

-165 



THE PASTOR’S DUTY 
Through pastors and teachers 

who are faithful to the Scriptures 
the Lord brings about spiritual 
growth and progress among the 
true members of His Church so 
that they do not remain children 
in spiritual knowledge who are 
unable to stand their ground a- 
gainst the enemies of the Truth. 
As long as a person is weak in 
Christian knowledge and has no 
thorough understanding of the 
plain teachings of God’s Word - 
he is very apt to be tossed to and 
fro by every wind of false teach- 
ing as the Apostle Paul teaches us 
in Ephesians 4:14. 

In this same verse St. Paul shows 
us why the false teachers are so 
d.angerous for the weak and ima- 
ture Christian who is not at home 
in the pure teachings of the Bible. 
He speaks of the “sleight of men, 
and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they (the false prophets) lie in 
wait to deceive.” By dishonest 
tricks,, by false deductions, by fak- 
ing proof for their error through 
a dishonest use of the Scriptures, 
the false teachers. beguile and mis- 
lead the unsuspecting Christian 
and especially those who are yet 
children in their knowledge of 
Scripture and of Christian doctrine 
SO that they are carried away from 
the Truth and are lost forever. It 
is., therefore, the duty of faithful 
pastors to refute and to expose all 
false prophets, to instruct their 
members by means of doctrinal 

sermons and doctrinal discussions 
so that their members grow in 
their knowledge of Scripture, are 
enabled to distinguish truth from 
error, and learn to “try the spirits 
whether they are of God; because 
many false prophets are gone out 
into the world.” (1 John 4:1) 

Every departure from God’s Word 
threatens the very foundation of 
the Christian faith, namely: Sal- 
vation by God’s grace alone for 
the sake of Jesus’ blood and right- 
eousness. B. 

IN THE MIDST OF TRIALS 

This is truly the noblest direc- 
tive of all in times of tribulation, 
a teaching of pure gold and the 
best of advice, which can rescue 
us from every peril, when in trib- 
ulation we can say th.at God is in 
the right and can bias and praise 
Him, as the example of the three 
men in the fiery furnace shows 
(Daniel 3). “0 Lord, righteous- 
ness belongeth unto Thee, but un- 
to us confusion of faces, as at this 
day” (Daniel 9:7). It is incred- 
ible how efficacious a remedy this 
praise of God is in times of dang- 
er; for as soon as you begin to 
praise God, the evil lessens, confi- 
dence grows, and calling upon 
God in faith follows. (from: 
What Luthr Says, p. 1380.) 
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REFORMATION AND 
ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY 
AT WILMOT S. DAKOTA 
Sunday, November I, 19 59, was. 

another memorable occasion for 
the members of St. Stephen’s Luth- 
eran Church at Wilmot, S. Dak. 
Three noteworthy events were ob- 
served on that ,day in a special 
service of praise and thanksgiving. 

First, this service took no,te of 
the glorious work of the Reforma- 
tion through Dr. Martin Luther 
and the &End anniversary of the 
naihng of the 95 Theses to the 
door of the Castle Church in Wit- 
tenberg, Germany. Recalling the 
significance of this great event, 
the members sang the beloved 
battle hymn of the Reformation, 
“A Mighty Fortress is our God.” 

At the same time the congrega- 
tion observed the 8th anniversary 
of its founding as St. Stephen’s 
Lutheran Church and the 7th an- 
niversary of the dedication o,f its 
church building. The former event 
took place on November 2, 1% 1; 
the latter occurred on November 
2, I 9 5 2. To glorify God for His 
rich spiritual blessings bestowed 
upon them the members joined in 
songs of praise and in prayers of 
gratitude to the Lord of the 
Church. 

The local pastor, Rev. 0. W. 
Schaefer, delivered the festival 
sermon, pointing out the glorious 
heritage which is ours by virtue 
of the God-blessed work of Luther 

and emphasizing the need of be- 
seeching our heavenly Father to 
preserve it in our midst as long 
as we live. 

As the members of St. Stephen’s 
returned to their homes, this fer- 
vent prayer ascended on high from 
humble and grateful hearts: “The 
Lord our God be with us, as He 
was with our fathers; let Him not 
leave us nor forsake us, that He 
may incline our hearts unto Him 
to walk in all His ways!” 1 Kings 
8, 5748. -0.w.s. 

Mission Festival at Wilmot 
Sunday, October 11, 1959, was 

a significant occasion for the 
members of St. Stephen’s Lutheran 
Church at Wilmot, S. Dak. It was 
their annual Mission Festival with 
two special services. 

In the morning service Rev. H, 
D. Mensing of Tinley Park, Ill., 
president of our Concordia Luth- 
eran Conference, delivered the 
festival sermon, basing his message 
on I Cor. 15, 55-58. He spoke on 
“Abounding in the Work of the 
Lord” and explained what this 
means and how we can best ac- 
complish it. 

After this service a delicious 
dinner was served in the church 
basement by the ladies of the con- 
gregation. 

In the afternoon service the 
local pastor, Rev. 0. W. Schaefer, 
preached the sermon. Using John 
4, 34-38 as his text, he presented 
the Savior’s Mission Directive: I 
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Send you to Reap! He pointed out 
first, what this reaping implies, 
namely, harvesting the souls of 
men with the Word of Truth, and 
secondly, that the wages for this 
work are most gratifying, as we 
gather fruit unto eternal life. 

The total collection from these 
two services amounted to $13 0.3 1. 
This money will be used in our 
Conference to help spread the 
precious soul-saving Word of 
Christ in these ‘last days of sore 
distress.” 

The Lord granted cool and crisp 
weather for this occasion and those 
in attendance returned to their 
homes with the fervent prayer on 
their lips: 

Oh, spread the conquest of Thy 
Word 

And let Thy kingdom come, 
dear Lord! -0.w.s. 

IS A SYNOD GOD? 
News has reached the editor of 

our periodical that a certain Wis- 
consin Synod pastor has recently 
been ousted by his congregation 
in New Ulm, Minnesota, because 
be resigned from the Wisconshz 
Synod. His resignation from the 
Wisconsin Synod was based upon 
that synod’s continued and per- 
sistent fellowship with the heter- 
odox Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod. Here, of course, is an- 
other instance of a congregation 
making the synod their God, con- 
sidering membership in a synod 
more significant than faithfulness 

to the Scriptures, and regarding 
synodical membership of such 
great importance that it either 
validates or invalidates the Divine 
Call. 

It is clear from many plain pas- 
sages of Scripture that it is the 
Lord who gives, to Christian con- 
gregations faithful pastors. and 
teachers. St. Paul admonishes the 
pastors of Ephesus to “take heed 
unto (themselves), and to all the 
flock over i%e w&h the Holy 
~hst bus made (tlmn> wer- 
seers”. To the Corinthians (I Cor. 
~z:zs), St. Paul writes that God 
h as “seP the pastors in their of- 
fice. In Ephesians 4: 11 we read 
that the Lord “gave some, pastors 
and teucibers”! From these and 
similar passages it is very clear 
that, through the call from a 
Christian congregation, the ascen- 
ded Lord of th.e Church places 
pastors into the office of the pub- 
lic ministry. Therefore a pastor 
cannot properly be dismissed or 
deposed from his office by his 
congregation except for valid 
Scriptural reasons which are in 
full harmony with the Word and 
Will of God. A pastor can be re- 
moved from office ONLY if he 
teaches, uph.olds, or defends false 
doctrine; if he leads an ungodly 
or scandalous life; or if it can be 
proven of him that he is willfully 
unfaithful or negligent with re- 
gard to the duties of his office. 

How Satan must laugh with 
glee at such a malicious departure 
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from the Truth when members of 
a Christian congregation are under 
the impression that a pastor can 
be “hired or fired” simply by ma- 
jority vote or on the basis of rea- 
sons which are not Scriptural. 
Such a congregation is indeed 
tempting the Lord to pour out 

‘upon it the vials of His wrath and 
to visit the members with a fam- 
ine of the pure teachings of God’s 
Word. -Ed. 

In the Missouri Synod 
In the “American Lutheran”, a 

liberal Missouri Synod publication, 
the book, “The Riddle of Roman 
Cutj30licism”, is mentioned as win- 
ning the Abington Press Award of 
$12,500 for 1959. The book, the 
notice informs us, was written by 
Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan who is “a 
pastor of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod.” 

Although his name appears in 
the “Lutheran. Annual” under the 
list of pastors and proVfessors of the 
Lutheran Church 1 Missouri Sy- 
nod, Dr. Pelikan holds the position 
of professor of historical theology 
in the Federated Theological Fac- 
ulty of the University of Chicago. 

As to the- boo’k which Dr. Peli- 
kan has contributed to modern day 
theological philosophy, let us ob& 
serve what one Protestant reviewer 
has to say about it. He writes that 
“a main contribution (of the 
book) is Dr. Pelikan’s persuasive 
plea for a new attitude of Protes- 
tant and Roman Catholics all 

alung the. line. -He sees no reason 
why they may not live together 
like Christian brethren in the 
same community” and that, cChow- 
ever great their divergencies”, they 
“acknowledge a common loyalty 
to Christ”. Th ese are the thoughts 
and teachings expressed. in this 
prize-winning book written by -a 
man whom the Missouri Synod 
recognizes as one of its pastors! 
Scripture states: “Mark. . :. and 
avoid! ” (Rom. 16: 17). Pelikan 
teaches: Negotiate and get togeth- 
er (eve?!. with the very Antichist 
himself). -Ed. 

THE WORLD &VERY EVIL 
Dr. Hermann J..Muller, a Nobel 

prize-winning geneticist and a fac- 
ulty member at Indiana University, 
said that he will present a 16,000 
word study during an international 
celebration at the University. of 
Chicago observing the 100th. anni- 
versary of Darwin’s theory of evo- 
lution. Muller’s essay will advocate 
a selective human breeding which 
is supposed to produce a superior 
h uman race. He maintains that 
there are two ways in which to 
achieve this. The first method calls 
for artificial insemination in which 
women are impregnated with the 
seeds of superior men; and, the sec- 
ond meth0.d calls. for superior 
couples who would raise more chil- 
dren than they could support and 
then turn them over to others for 
adoption. 

“Those consenting to do this,” 
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says Muller, “would truly be social 
minded. . . When one considers 
how much the world owes to single 
individuals of the order of capabil- 
ity of an Einstein, Pasteur, Descar- 
tes or Lincoln, it becomes evident 
how vastly society would be .en- 
riched if they were to be mani- 
fold.” 

Here is additional evidence to 
show that our country, as well as 
the world, is rapidly becoming 
more and more like Sodom and 
Gomorrah! Marriage, as every 
Christian knows, is God’s institu- 
tion. And the purpose of marriage 
still remains the same - mutual 
happiness, companionship, and co- 
habitation; the procreation of 
children (Gem 1:27, 28) ; and an 
aid against unchastity (I Car, 7: 
2-5). 

The Scriptural truth stands that 
God has restricted the exercise of 
sex functions to the state of mar- 

ri*zge. Therefore M&r’s idea is 
not only highly repulsive to every 
right-thinking person, but also 
diametrically opposed to the plain 
Word of God. ccWhoremongers 
and adulterers God will- judge,” 
(Heb. 13 :4) we are told in the 
Word of the Lord. Let there be 
no mistake. Artificial insemina- 
tion with or without our .mutual 
consent, outside of marriage itself, 
is nothing else than adultery. (Ex. 
20:14) And those who partake 
of this vile sin fall into the right- 
eous condemnation of God. 

Dr. Muller’s theory of a super- 
ior human race smacks very much 
of Hitler’s super race theory. Such 
theories are altogether atheistic 
and heathenish abominations and 
every attempt to make them real- 
ities will meet with God’s displea- 
sure and wrath. “Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked.” (Gal. 6:7) 

-M.L.N. 

I BACK ISSUES 
We have had many requests’ for 
back issues of olur periodical. These 

~ will be priced as follows: 

Issues of current year -_____ - _____ .20 

An additional five cents for eac.h 
previous year. 
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Bible Study Outlines 
LOVING GOD 

I. To love God is the complete surrender of the heart to God. To love 
God means the heart clings solely to God. (Compare 1 John 4: 16) 

II. Why should we love God? Because - 
A; He. has commanded it. Deut. 6:j; 10:12; ll:l, 13, 22; Josh. 

225; 23:ll. 
B. He has bestowed so many blessings upon us. Discuss why it is 

such a shame that God must command us to love Him. 
C. He has redeemed us. 1 Ccc. 16:22; John 14:21; 1 John 4:17, 19. 

III. How should we love Him? 
A. 
B. 

We should love Him above all things. Matt. 22: 37. 
Such perfect love was found with Adam and Eve in Eden be- 
fore their fall into sin; now, however, by nature every man 
lacks this love. Does not 1 John 4: 18 speak of perfect love? 
The state of perfect love is found only in heaven. 

IV. Many other things seek to interfere with this love. 
A. Love of earthly things. Where the heart hangs upon the things 

of this world, there can be no true love for God. Matt. 6~24 
Think of - 

1. the covetous and the stingy. Eph 5 : 1. 
2. those who are slaves to their carnal desires. Phil. 3 : 19. 
3. the fashion-slaves. 

B. Love of the world. 1 John 2: 15, 16. 
C. Excessive love of children, parents, husband, wife, friends, etc. 

Matt. 10:3.7. 
D. Love of self. 

V. How should this love to God reveal itself? By a - 
A. fervent and whole-hearted longing fur the Lord. Ps. 42: 1, 2 ; 

73:25. 
13. sincere desire to keep God’s Commandments, John 14: 15, 23. 
C. genuine love for the brethren. 1 John 4:20, 21; Matt. 25:31ff. 

VI. Love to God must be the motive behind everything we do. 1 Cm. 13 
VII. How does a person come into possession of such love? 

A. We can not do this of ourselves. Rom, 8 5’. 
B. Not by the Law. Rom. 3:2O. 
C. But by the Gospel. 1 John 4:P, 10. Our cold and selfish hearts 

are warmed whenever we read and hear of the suffering and 
death of our blessed Savior! 
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VIII. The first love. 
A. The first Christian congregations. Acts 4: 32ff. The time of 

the Reformation. 
B. That first love can be lost. Rev. 2:4. 

C. What about our Conference and our own congregation? 

IX. Some applications. 
A. Is there still a great joy in our hearts when we hear God’s Word 

and do we let nothing’hinder us from hearing His Word? Ps. 
119:72; 122: 1. 

B. Do we murmur and grumble when the going becomes, a little 
rough and show dissatisfaction with the way God is leading 
us? Jer. 2% 11. 

C. Do we still love to commune with God in prayer and lift up 
our voices to Him in song? Ps. 55~16, 17; 147:l. 

D. Do we strive to rid ourselves of everything which displeases 
and offends Him Who loved us unto death? Heb. 12:1-4. 

E. Can you add to this list? -M.L.N. 
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