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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the bhs of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of Iove for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation, 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is nor 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there mcly be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in. doctrine’ and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true risible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our ScripturaI 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may 
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutuahy acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa. 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
lnd to expose modern philosophical thought 
wnd the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance, and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
calfed to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which mav create a wrong impression, 
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On May 10 our nation again paused 
in tribute to the mothers of our 
land. It was a day of special honor 
for mothers, whether living or dead. 
Christians, however, realize that they 
are to honor both mother and father 
every day, Deut. 5, 16. Affection 
and obedience are not to be limited 
to a specific time, but the love and 
respect due parents are to be shown 
every day of the year. 

God has placed parents in the home 
as His representatives and His pre- 
cious gifts to children. Blessed are you 
if you have, or had, parents who 
not only provided for your temporal 
well-being, but also cared for and 
trained your soul in the One Thing 
Needful! In these critical times more 
homes are needed where parents will 
both provide for the physical needs 
of their children and also bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. 

No one realized more than Martin 
Luther that child training is the im- 
mediate responsibility of parents and 
that the concern for the spiritual 
welfare of their children cannot be 
transferred to anyone e1s.e. The follow- 
ing quotation from a wedding sermon 
delivered in 15 19 is a timely piece 
of advice also for parents of today: 
“There is nothing which will surely 
earn hell for a man than the im- 
proper training of his children; and 
parents can perform no more damag- 
ing bit of work than to neglect their 
offspring, to let them curse, swear, 
learn indecent words and songs, and 

permit them to live as they please. 
Some parents themselves incite their 
children to such sins by giving them 
superfluous finery and temporal ad- 
vancement, so that they may but 
please the world, rise high, and become 
wealthy. They are constantly con- 
cerned to provide sufficiently for the 
body rather than for the soul . . . 
Therefore it is highly necessary that 
every married person regard the soul 
of his child with greater care and 
concern than the flesh which has 
come from him, that he consider 
the child nothing less than a precious, 
eternal treasure, entrusted to his pro- 
tection by God, so that the devil, 
the world, and the flesh do not 
steal and destroy it. For the child 
will be required from the parents on 
Judgment Day in a very strict 
reckoning.” 

Luther also wrote: “See to it that 
you first of all have your children 
instructed in spiritual things, giving 
them first to God and afterwards to 
secular duties. Children should be 
instructed in what pertains to God. 
They should be taught to know the 
Lord Jesus Christ and constantly to 
remember how He suffered for us, 
what He has done, and what He has 
promised. If a person learns from 
youth up to recognize the benefits 
of God, and hence to love Him, and 
likewise the punishment and threat- 
enings of God, and hence to fear Him, 
he will not forget it afterwards when 
he is old.” 

Luther’s views of discipline were 



also most sound and ought to be heed- 
ed by parents in this modern age. 
Recalling his own childhood exper- 
iences, Luther knew that undue se- 
verity was not wise, but only served 
to fill the child with hatred and 
rebellion. Therefore he advocated 
that parents temper their discipline 
with love and moderation, curbing 
and directing the child rather than 
breaking its spirit. He once said that 
“the apple ought to lie next to the 
rod.” In his own family life he was 

strict in requiring obedience, mod- 
erate in punishing, and on one occas- 
ion made the remark that he would 
rather have a dead son than a dis- 
obedient one. Despite this severity his 
children held him in love and esteem. 

0 how fitting the words of Luther 
are for parents of our day! Would 
that they might be indelibly imprinted 
on the hearts of all fathers and 
mothers so that they and their children 
might walk in the footsteps of Christ 
and be blessed now and in eternity! 

-0.w.s. 

“What a happy 

day this festival of 
. I 1 

and comfortable 

Christ’s ascension 

IS unto us, ana wnat manifold bless- 

ings flow from it. Henceforth the 

Son of God, who assumed our flesh 

and blood and overcame the law, 

sin, death, and the devil, sits at the 

right hand of the Father and pro- 

tects us against the many assaults 

of these our foes. They are indeed 

relentless enemies, constantly on the 

alert to injure us; and yet they are 

in captivity, led captive by our as- 

cended Lord. Christ furthermore sends 

us His Holy Spirit to guide us into 

all truth, to protect us from error, to 

console us in sorrow, to teach us 

how to pray, and to confer upon us 

various gifts and graces . . . We now 

have through our Lord all things that 

we need for time and for eternity. 

Let us therefore imitate the example 

of the apostles, as it is recorded by 

St. Luke, who ‘worshiped the Lord’ 

and were filled ‘with great joy’; let 

us give hearty thanks unto our heaven- 

ly Father for His manifestations of 

mercy, and pray that He may keep 

us in true faith, so that in the end 

we may depart in peace from this 

world, following our ascended Lord 

into eternal life and happiness.” 

From Luther’s Sermons on the 

Gospels. Sel.ected by O.W.S. 
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Isaiah 60:6: “They shall bring gold and incense; and they shall shew forth 
the praises of the Lord.” 

According to these words, there 
are two ways in which the Christians 
by their actions show their joy in 
mission work: first, by supplying the 
funds needed and, secondly, by prayer 
and intercession. 

God has, namely, determined in 
a wonderful manner that for the 
carrying on and spreading out of His 
spiritual kingdom of the Church, this 
kingdom of heaven and earth, cer- 
tainly earthly means are also necessary. 
As God in the realm of nature could 
preserve mankind by His direct care, 
so He also could indeed preserve 
and extend the Church by His direct 
care; but as God out of wise and 
loving considerations preserves man- 
kind by means of food and drink, 
thus also He desires to preserve and 
extend His Church on earth alone 
through certain earthly means which 
people must furnish. If a single 
Christian congregation wishes to con- 
tinue to exist, then it must at great 
cost prepare pastors and teachers, 
place them and support them, help 
establish seminaries and build churches 
and schools; and if the church at 
large wants to do mission work, then 
it likewise must train missionaries 
an d support them, sometimes at no 
t:rnall cost. That, too, God has ordained 
in great wisdom and love; namely, 
not because God is in need of man 
or of his gold and silver (God Him- 

self ,says: ‘<The silver is mine, and 
the gold is mine”), but because God 
wants to permit those who have be- 
come believers to take .part in the 
glorious work of saving the sinful 
world; accordingly, neither for the 
purpose of placing a heavy burden 
on those who have become believers, 
but in order to make them His co- 
workers, to render the greatest and 
highest honor which can possibly be 
shown to a poor mortal and sinful man. 

For that reason all true believers 
do not consider it as a burden that 
one is trying to lay upon them, but 
as an honor which is being extended 
to them and which should not be 
offered to any unbelieving man of the 
world, when they are requested also 
to bring offerings for the holy work 
of missions, as it states in our text, 
“gold and inoense.” And since they 
themselves cannot all go out as mission- 
aries to call together Christ’s Iost 
sheep, they therefore bring their of- 
ferings of money with so much great- 
er joy, in order that others in their 
stead may be trained to carry out 
the glorious work. 

To this must yet be added the 
fact that God will aIso reward this 
honorable offering with a great re- 
ward of grace in eternity. For all the 
heathen who have been converted 
through the work of missions will 
on the day of Judgment appear be- 
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fore the judgment seat of God, and 
will bring testimony for all those who 
have offered some of their earthly 
possessions towards the work of their 
conversion and salvation. On that day 
the Word of the Lord will in a most 
glorious manner be fulfilled: “Make 
to yourselves friends of the mammon 
of unrighteousness; that, when ye fail, 
they may receive you into everlasting 
habitations.” Even the smallest sums 
which were offered in faith will be 
changed into pure sparkling pearls 
and gems in the crowns of eternal 
life which the believing, generous 
friends of missions there will wear. 

Still, as important and necessary 
as earthly means are for the support 
of the holy work of missions, they are, 
nevertheless, not the chief means 
whereby the true believers demonstrate 
their joy in missions. The most im- 
portant part is and remains prayer. 
Even an unbeliever, who has no heart 
for the holy work of missions, is 
able to cast gold into the mission 
collection; but pray for missions, he 
cannot. That only a true believer 
is able to do, and he also does it. 
As often as he prays the Lord’s Prayer, 
he pleads in the first and second 
petitions: “I-Eallowed be Thy name,” 
and “Thy kingdom come!” also for 
the poor heathen, in order that God’s 
pure Word and blessed kingdom of 
grace may also come to them. When- 
ever he contributes a gift for the 
purpose of missions, he pleads: “Lord, 
bless it.” He carries the missionaries 
and the entire cause of missions in 
a prayerful heart, and at times he 
is moved by the Holy Ghost also to 

go by himself into the quiet of his 
room alone and there on his knees 
to call upon God and before His 
Presence to rrshew forth the praises 
of the Lord.” 

Now how do things stand regard- 
ing our mission gifts and, especially, 
with our mission prayers? If it has 
not as yet occurred to us to pray for 
the conversion of others, then our 
souls are truly in a sad condition, 
then we ourselves first need a mis- 
sionary. But if we have indeed at 
times prayed thus, we still need to re- 
buke our sluggishness; so then let us 
today awaken ourselves to a new, more 
active zeal for the work of missions. 

(Mel.: Lord Jesus Christ, with us 
abide) 

Lord Jesus, help, Thy Church uphoEd, 
For we are sluggish, thoughtless, coZd. 
Oh, prosper well Thy Word of grace 
And spread its truth in ev’ry place! 

Amen. 

(The Lutheran Hymnal, 292) 

Taegliche Hausandacht 
C. F. W. Walther ((3x11) 
Translated by ELM. 



SEPARflTINl & TRUE CHRISTIAn FELMUSHIP 
God says in II Cor. 6: 17: “Come 

out from among them and be ye 
separate”; in Rom. 16:17 He com- 
mands us to “avoid” those who cause 
divisions and offenses contrary to His 
pure Word, and in like manner 
throughout Scripture He constantly 
warns us against the sin of unionism- 
the sin of mixing religions, of join- 
ing in religious work or worship, or 
in both, by such as are not in doc- 
trinal agreement. Thus there is a time 
when remaining separate from others 
in religious work and worship is our 
solemn duty in accordance with the 
Word of God. But, in another sense, 
Scripture speaks of separation as an 
evil and a dangerous thing, namely, 
when a person withdraws himself from 
the communion or fellowship of bre- 
thren in the faith; when a person 
does not join in religious work and 
worship with those who are of one mind 
with him in Scriptural doctrine and 
practice. Such separation is a wicked 
thing and it is forbidden in such 
passages of Holy Writ as Hebrews 
l,O:Z5 where we are told: “Not for- 
saking the assembling of ourselves 
together as the manner of some is.” 

True Christian fellowship is there- 
fore commanded by God. It is the 
duty of the individual Christian to 
join that local congregation where the 
Word of God is taught in its truth 
and purity and the Sacraments are 
administered according to Christ’s in- 
stitution. It is the obligation of the 
Christian to assemble together with 
his fellow believers for public wor- 

ship and confession of faith, for the 
hearing and learning of the Word of 
God, and for the carrying on of the 
work of the Church. 

The Christian, h owever, must not 
only practice fellowship with the local 
congregation or only with his fellow 
believers in a certain locality. He must 
exercise true Christian fellowship also 
with the Church at large. It is true 
that the local congregation is insti- 
tuted by God while the forms of 
meeting for the church at large (a 
conference or synod) are not pre- 
scribed by God. Nevertheless the 
Bible makes it clear that we are to 
exercise Christian fellowship with our 
brethren in the faith. throughout the 
world, that we acknowledge them, 
be concerned about them, stand with 
them, bear and share one-another’s 
burdens, and the like. Indeed we 
should not hesitate to declare and to 
practice Christian fellowship with all 
those who confess with us the pure 
teachings of God’s Word, to ack- 
nowledge them publicly as brethren, 
to do all we can by word and deed 
jointfy with our fellow believers to 
extend the Kingdom of God, to stand 
by our brethren, encouraging and de- 
fending them. 

Our faith in Jesus as our only 
Savior and Redeemer demands such 
true Christian fellowship. It is a na- 
tural fruit of faith for fellow believer; 
to assemble together - because they 
belong together. They have one faith, 
one hope, one baptism, one God, on.? 
Savior. They have common interests, 



common experiences, common needs. 
The true Christian, therefore, refuses 
to be isolated or to separate himself 
from those who are perfectly agreed 
with him in doctrine and practice. 
Their mutual faith binds them to- 
gether. 

The Christian who separates him- 
self from his fellow believers is sup- 
pressing his faith and he is smothering 
his spiritual life. It was vitally ne- 
cessary for the congregation at Je- 
rusalem to “continue steadfastly in 
the Apostles’ doctrine, and fellowship, 
and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers.” It is, therefore, also vital 
to our faith - it is a vital part of our 
spiritua1 life - that we exercise true 
Christian fellowship and that we do 
not “forsake th e assembling of our- 
selves together, as the manner of 
some is.” It is a vital part of our 
spiritual life when we gather together 

to hear God’s Word which alone is 
able to keep us in the true faith; 
when we come together to receive 
the Sacrament of the Altar in which 
Christ gives us to eat His body and 
to drink His blood which was given 

and shed for the remission of all 
our sins; when we gather together 
to confess our faith in the one true 
God and in the full Truth of His 
Word; when together we bring our 
supplications and prayers before the 
throne of Him who has taught us to 
pray and has promised to hear us; 
when with united hearts and voices we 
sing the praises of Him who has 
created, redeemed, and sanctified us 
unto life eternal; when together we 
perform the work which Christ has 
given us to do for the promotion and 
extension of His Kingdom in our 
home congregation and in our Con- 
ference; when we stand shoulder to 
shoulder against all error and false 
doctrine and uphold the Truth in all 
purity; when we are ready and willing 
at all times to bear and to share 
one another’s burdens and thus to 
“fulfil the law of Christ”. (Gal. 6:2) 

Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowsh:‘p of kindred minds 
Is like to that above. 

Lutheran Hymnal, 464 
-B 

ANOTHER PASTOR RESIGNS FROM THE WISCONSIN SYNOD 

The April 12 issue of the North- In the official notice the President 
western Lutheran reported that Pastor of the Nebraska District stated that 
Kenneth Hallauer and teacher Le the above-mentioned “have severed 
Roy Hulke of Mission, S. Dak. to- their fellowship with the Wisconsin 
gether with St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Synod because our Synod has not 
of White River; S. Dak. had severed severed fellowship with the Lutheran 

their fellowship with the Wisconsin Church-Missouri Synod.” 

Synod. To all who have left their former 
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Synodical affiliation because of doc- 
trinal reasons this news is hearten- 
ing. May God’s blessing rest upon 
this congregation and the pasto,r and 
the teacher who have taken such a 
noble stand for the Truth! As God 
gave them the necessary courage to 
act, so may He continue to lead them 
in their defense of the pure teachings 
of His Word. 

May we also encourage them, and 
others, to study our own confessional 
position so that, finding it in harmony 
with their teaching and in full accord 
with Scripture, they might openly and 
publicly acknowledge us as brethren 
in the faith and practice with us that 
true church felIowship which is based 
alone upon full agreement in Bible 
doctrine. 

-0.w.s. 

“Neither is there salvation in any 
other; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men where- 
by we must be saved.” Acts 4: 12. 

“In whom (Christ) we have redemp 
tion through His blood, the forgive- 
ness of sins, according to the riches of 
His grace.” Eph. 1:7. 

BACK ISSUES 
We have had many requests for back 
issues of our periodical. These issues 
will be priced as follows: 

Issues of current year ----B-m .20 

An additional five cents for each 
previous year. 

of 
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M. L. Natterer, Vacancy Pastor 
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HOW A REQUEST TO BE A SPONSOR IN A HETERODOX CHURCH 

MAY BE ANSWERED 

Dear Bob, 

I received your letter and read it 
through very carefully. It is nice to 
know that you write to me in such 
a friendly way even after I explained 
to you on the phone why I cannot 
with good conscience accept your invi- 
tation to be sponsor for Bettilou. 
Many people nowadays just stop being 
friendly with Christians when they 
plainly confess and defend the whole 
Word of God in its truth and purity. 

Don’t think for a minute that we 
don’t care about you or love you 
folks anymore either. That is not at 
all the reason why I cannot accept 
the sponsorship. We do care a lot 
about you and about Bettilou. That 
is the reason why I could never prom- 
ise, in case she loses you, to help 
bring up the little girl in the Missouri 
Synod’s religion as it is today. Mis- 
souri is not what it used to be. It 
is no longer truly Lutheran, for it 
has already permitted for many years 
and is still permitting fa!se teachers 
in its midst, always worse and worse. 
Perhaps your own pastor doesn’t even 
tell you about these things, as many 
Missouri pastors are not doing any- 
more because they are jumped on by 
the “higher-ups” if they do so. So 
I am sending you a copy of our own 
Concordia Lutheran Conference paper 
(March), which brings out the truth 
for any Lutherans who are interested 
in finding out. Please read over 
specially the article on page 44. It 
will help you see how many things 

are being taught today in Mis’souri 
contrary to the clear and pure Word 
of God. 

It made me feel sad to read your 
words: Yt d oesn’t make much dif- 
ference what church you go to, just 
so you are a Christian.” Bob, it 
does matter a lot whether we belong 
to the true Lutheran Church or not. 
Because the Savior says, John 8, 31 
& 32: “If ye continue in my Word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed, -and 
ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.” We are to 
keep His Word and teaching pure. 
And He also warns us to beware of 
all who teach anything contrary to 
to his Word. “Beware of false pro- 
phets which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ra- 
vening wolves.” (Matt. 7, 15) “Now 
I beseech you, brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and offenses 
contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned, and avoid them.” (R0.m. 16, 
17) This the Missouri Synod is not 
doing anymore in many cases, and 
that is why we left it, to hold fast 
to the true Lutheran or Bible teach- 
ings. 

If I would be sponsor when a 
child is baptized in a Missouri church, 
my promise to help bring up the child 
in the true religion would be under- 
stood by everybody to mean in Mis- 
souri’s religion as it is today. And 
you see, I could not make such a 
prom!.se with a sincere heart. Besides, 
I would by such sponsorship be taking 



part really in a service of the Missouri 
church, which according to God’s 
Word in the above passages would 
not be right for me to do. 

I hope that this explains more to 
you than I could over the phone 
and that you understand my sincere 
position. I actually wish that all of 
you folks could be with us in our 
true Lutheran congregation and con- 
ference, which is like old Missouri 
used to be before it was filled with 
many false doctrines and practices. 
Then, being of the same confession, 
I would surely be more than glad 

to be sponsor for Bettilou and promise 
to help bring her up right. 

With much love, in Christ, 

J im 

Editor’s note: The letter printed a- 
bove is submitted by Pastor H. D. 
Mensing as an example of how we 
might well reply when asked to serve 
as a baptismal sponsor in a church 
of the Missouri Synod, L or in any 
other heterdox church for that matter. 
Our laymen, in particular, have many 
such opportunities to speak up for 
the truth and to oppose prevailing 
errors on the basis of Scripture. 

THE PHYSICAL SUPPORT OF THE SERVANTS 
OF THE WORD 

(Adapted From an Old German Synodical Essay) 

II 
The proper evaluation of the servants of the Word will then show itsTrlf, 

among other things, in 

The Apostle Paul writes to the 
congregation at Thessalonica, “And 
we beseech you, brethren, to know 
them which labour among you, and 
are over you in the Lord, and ad- 
monish you; and to esteem them very 
highly in love for their work’s sake. 
And be at peace among yourselves.” 
( 1 Thess. 5: 12,13) The longer Chris- 
tian congregations are privileged to 
have faithful servants of the Word, 
the better they should recognize who 
they really are according to their of- 
fice: the servants of Christ, ambassa- 
dors for Christ, labourers together 
with God. They therefore are to re- 
ceive the Word of God which their 
pastors preach unto them in accord- 
ance with the words of Jesus, “He 
that heareth you heareth Me; and he 

udequate physical support. 

that despiseth you despiseth Me; and 
he that despiseth Me desp:seth Him 
that sent Me.” (Luke 10: 16) Surely, 
the members 
gation must 
that through 
of the Word, 

of a Christian congre- 
also recognize the fact 
their pastor’s preaching 
God EIimself is working 

1 1 1 t 1 

upon their souls and that through 
them God earnestly exhorts them to 
faithfulness and perseverance in faith 
and piety. How exemplary the con- 
gregation at Thessalonica was in this 
respect! The Apostle Paul testifies, 
“For this cause also thank we God 
without ceasing, because, when ye re- 
ceived the Word of God which ye 
heard of us, ye received it not as the 
word of men, but as it is in truth, the 
Word of God, which effectually work- 
eth also in you that believe.” (I Thess. 
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2:13) Luther says, ‘Since the pastors 
have the office, name and honor 
that they are co-laborers with God, 
no one, be he ever so learned and 
holy, should neglect or despise the 
most insignificant sermon, for he does 
not know the hour wherein God will 
accomplish His work on him through 
the sermon.” (St. L. XII, 436, No. 2) 

If, for the sake of Christ and His 
Word, severe storms may arise in the 
congregation so that the devil vents 
forth his wrath and the evil world 
cuts loose with a sharp barrage of 
hatred and persecution, then the Chris- 
tian congregation will not cut itself 
off from its faithful pastor; instead, 
it will remain of one mind with him 
and together with him earnestly con- 
tend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the saints. (Jude 3) 
And the longer the faithful pastor 
remains, the dearer he should be- 
come to the members. Not because of 
his person-he is a sinful and weak 
individual; not because of his gifts- 
only too often they are nothing 
spectacular; not because of other 
human advantages-they are subject 
to change; but rather because of his 
work’s sake. In this way, then, the 
Christian congregations will receive 
their pastors as the messengers of 
Christ, holding them in love and 
esteem for their work’s sake. The 
Apostle Paul was able to write con- 
cerning the Galatians, “Ye know how 
through infirmity of the flesh I 
preached the Gospel unto you at the 
first. And my temptation which was 
in my flesh ye despised not, nor re- 
jected; but received me as an angel 

of God, even as Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 
4: 13,14) 

Where the servants of the Word 
are properly held in esteem and love, 
there will also be the necessary pro- 
visions made for their udequutc physi- 
cal support. There is a great deal of 
instruction on this subject in the Holy 
Scriptures. In the Old Testament God 
Himself very plainly prescribed the 
manner in which the priests and the 
Levites were to be supported. In the 
land of Canaan the Levites received 
no inheritance; instead, God separated 
them for service in the temple. (Num. 
1.8) But, God provided for the Levites 
by commanding that they were to be 
maintained by tithes and the parts of 
certain sacrifices. They were also given 
certain cities in which to dwell with 
their families. (Josh. 14:4; 21:4ff; 
N urn. 35: 2,3) In these cities were 
schools in which their children were 
brought up and their sons ins,tructed, 
so that later on they could contnue 
to perform the various functiols in 
the temple. (Deut. 33:8-10) 

God commanded that the priests 
and Levites were to be given the first- 
fruits and the ten per cent. The first- 
fruits referred to the first-fruits of 
the field, of the trees, etc. (Ex. 23: 19; 
34~26) The tenth of all which served 
the Jews as food had to be brought 
to the priests and Levites. (Lev. 27:3O; 
Num. 18:21:24ff.; Neh. 10:37ff.) 
This tenth was a rich source of income 
for the Levites since they were con- 
siderably smaller than the other tribes. 
Due consideration was also given to 
the size of the family. (2 Chron. 
31: 16,17) P rovisions were also made 
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for the older ones. (Num. 8:24-26) 
Aaron and his sons were specifically 
set aside to be the priests. They re- 
ceived a tenth from the income of the 
Levites plus a portion of the offer- 
ings. (Num. 18:26; Deut. 18: 3-5) 
The income of the priests was even 
greater than that of the L.evites. Thus, 
there can be no doubt that in ac- 
cordance with God’s plain commands, 
the servants of the Word were richly 
provided for in the Old Testament. 
The Israelites were to give such sup- 
port cheerfully and thankfully be- 
cause the Lord spared their first-born 
when they were in Egypt. (Num. 
3:12,13; 8~16-18) In order to encour- 
age the Israelites in the work of car- 
ing for the priests and the Levites, 
the Lord gave them promises of rich 
blessings. He also, however, threaten- 
ed to remove the blessings if they 
proved to be unfaithful in this matter. 

“Ye shall also give unto the priest 
the first of your dough, that he may 
cause the blessing to rest in thine 
h ouse.” (Ezek. 44:3O) “Honour the 
Lord with thy substance, and with 
the first-fruits of all thine increase; 
so shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 
and thy presses shall burst out with 
new wine.” (Prov. 3:9,10) “Will a 
man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. 
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed 
thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are 
cursed with a curse: for ye have rob- 
bed me, even this whole nation. Bring 
ye all the tithes into the storehouse, 
that there may be meat in mine house, 
and prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it.” (Mal. 
3:840) 

(to be continued) M.L.N. 

“Ye know that ye were not re- 

deemed with corruptible things, as 

silver and gold, from your vain con- 

versation received by tradition from 

your fathers, but with the precious 

blood of Christ, as. of a lamb without 

blemish and without spot.” I Peter 

1: l&19. 

“If an.y man sin, we have a.n Ad- 

vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, 

the Righteous; and He is the Propiti- 

ation for our sins; and not for ours 

only, but also for the sins of the whole 

world.” 1 John 2: 1,2. 
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WORK IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

I The work in the Kingdom of God concerns the souls of men. 

A. Our own souls. 1 Cor. 1.0: 12; Eph. 4:22-24; 2 Pet. 3:18; 1 Tim. 
4~13; 1 Cor. 9:27 

B. The souls of others. (Missions) 1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9 

II The workers. 

A. The real worker who actually does it all is God; it is the Lord’s work. 
1 Cor. 15:58; Phil. 2: 13 

B. The Christians, particularly the pastors, are laborers together with _ 
1 Cor. 3:6-9 

God. 

1. God calls the workers in to His Kingdom. (the disciples, Paul, etc.) 

2. Some He calls early, others later. (The Apostle Paul) Matt. 20: 1-16 
3. No one is excluded from His gracious call. 1 Tim. 2: 4 

4. Many workers are necessary. Luke lo:2 
5. The Lord calls to work, not to be idle. Matt. 20:6,7; 28: 19,203 

Mark 16: 15,16; Acts 26~16”18 

III The means which we are to use in our work in the Lord’s Kingdom. 

A. Only God’s Holy Word! 2. Th ess. 2: 14; Rom. 10: 17; John 5:39; Rom. 
1:16; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23; James 1: 18; 1 Pet. 2:2 

B. What do the following hold to be permissible means: 

1. The Romanists. (Compare 2 Cor. 10: 4,5) 
2. Many of the modernist churches? (socials, clubs, organizations, etc.) 

IV The hindrances or obstacles of this work. 

A. Unbelief. Matt. 13:SS; Matt. 23:37 

B. False teachings- 

1. The lodges. 2 Cor. 6~14-18 
2. All churches which do not teach aCI of God’s Word. Matt. 28:2O; 

John 8: 3 1,32 
3. The advocates of external union of churches without true unity in 

doctrine. 1 Cor. 1:lO; Rom. 16: 17; Amos 3:3; 1 Tim. 6~3-5 

C. How is stinginess an obstacle? 2 Cor. chapters 8 and 9. 
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D. How is friendship with the world a hindrance? James 4:4 

E. What are we to do in spite of all these hindrances? John 9:4; Heb, 6: 12 

V Success of our labors in the Lord’s Kingdom. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

External growth does not always mean growth in God’s Kingdom. 
Why not? Matt. 7:21-23 
The success is sometimes large, and som’etimes small. Give examples! 
Matt. 13:1-23; John 9; Acts 2:41ff. 

The success is not always evident to us at once. 1 Kings 19 
Prove from Scripture that there must always be some success. Is. 
55:10,11; Matt. 13:31,32 

VI What does the Word of God teach about the reward of faithful laborers 
in His Kingdom. 3 Dan. 12:3; Matt. 25: 14-30; Heb. 6:lO; Luke 12:48; 
Luke 19: 17-19 M.L.N. 
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