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OH,~ COME, 
LET US ADORE HIM, 
CHRIST THE LORD! 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true visible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may then 
proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us u 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.‘.’ 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which hos been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong impression. 
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“The grace of God that briqetb salvation bath appeared to all 

?m?d3 - Titus 2, 11 -0.w.s. 

Christchild 

Happiness 

Righteousness 

Inspiration 

Salvation 

Truthfulness 

Mercy 

Assurances 

Savior 

Hew, 0 Heavens, and Give Ew, 0 Eurfhr For the Lord 
Huth Spoken (Isaiah 1:2a) 

Whenever a very important of- upon the life of every citizen. 
ficiai announcement is made by We also are preparing to listen 
the president of our nation, then to an announcement during this 
everyone should give his undivid- joyous season of the year - an 
ed attention to the message. The announcement which was made 
contents of such a message can already about two thousand years 
very well have a direct bearing ago, The contents of this message 
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is to be given the most careful 
attention and consideration not 
merely by a few individuals, but 
by every human being iti the 
world. 

Who is it that has the authority 
to make such an announcement? 
Isaiah, the prophet, answers, “the 
Lord hath spoken.” The speaker 
is none other than the Lord God. 
He it is who through His Word 
created heaven and earth and still 
preserves and upholds them by His 
power. He it is before whom an 
entire nation trembled and quak- 
ed in fear when He gave the Com- 
mandments from Mt. Sinai. He it 
is in whose Hand the destiny of 
every individual ,rests; He. has the 
authority and power to do what- 
ever He desires without seeking 
the advice and aid of anyone. He 
is the only true God and there is 
no other god beside Him. He de- 
mands. strict obedience to all of 
His Laws and will punish all those 
who transgress His Command- 
ments. 

What is it that the Lord hath 
spoken? The angel of the Lord 
makes the announcement saying, 
“Behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this 
day in th&ity -of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 
2: 10, I 1) What the Lord had 
foretold for about four thousand 
years through ‘the mouths of His 
prophets, He now announces as an 
accomplished fact. The Lord an- 

.nounces that. He has sent a Savior 
for the sinners ,Who would ap- 
pease the wrath of God and recon- 
cile God to all men. “For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.” 
(John 3 : 16) The almighty and 
holy Son of God is born of the 
Virgin Mary; He takes upon Him- 
self a human nature and places 
Himself under the Law to redeem 
them that are under the Law. 
Jesus comes to dispel all gloom and 
sadness and offers everlasting joy 
and happiness. 

Who is to hear this announce- 
ment? The. ,prophet answers, 
“‘Hem, 0 hegqks, .-and give ear, 
0 earth for the Lord ha& @oki 
en.” Heaven and earth are to hear 
this announcement! The angels of 
the Lord heard this announcement 
and they praised and glorified 
God, saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” (Luke ~3, 
14) Everyone upon the earth is 
to hear this message, for Christ 
was born to be the Savior not 
merely of a few people, but to 
save all men. And’ he who accepts 
and believes in this, Christ as his 
Savior and Redeemer from sin, 
death, and ‘the power of the devil - 3 
has as his very own p&session the 
forgiveness of sins, life and ever- 
lasting salvation; whereas, he who 
rejects the Lord Jesus in unbelief 
brings upon. himself swift and 
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eternal destruction. Ah, then, This is u faithful saying, and 
dear friends9 let US With joyful worthy of all accefitation, t&t 
hearts hear the message of the 
birth of Christ repeated again this 

Christ Jesus came MO the world 

Christmas-time in our places of to save sinners j of whom I urn 

worship! -M.L.N chief* (I Tim. 1:lY) 

THE PROPHECY OF AMOS CONCERNING THE MESSIAH 

The first four weeks of Decem- 
ber are know as the Advent sea- 
son. It is a very joyous season be- 
cause it is a time of anxious ex- 
pectation as we look forward to 
the glorious birthday of our dear 
Savior. Already in the Old Testa- 
ment tru,e believers eagerly await- 
ed the arrival of the promised 
,Messiah and based their faith and 
hope on all the prophecies which 
God gave them concerning the 
coming of His Son. One of these 
is found in the book of Amos, 
chapter 9, verses 1 l- 12 : 1s that 
d&y will I raise up the tabernacle 
of David that is fallen, and close 
zip the breaches thereof; and I 
will raise up his rzcins, and I will 
build it as irt tbe days of olds that 
they “uy possess the remnant of 
Edom, and of all the heathen, 
which are called by my name, 
saitt5 the Lord tht doeth this.” 

The prophet Amos was an in- 
habitant of Tekoah, a small town 
about nine miles south of Jerusa- 
lem. His occupation was that of 
a herdsman and dresser of fig 
trees. He tells us that he had not 
been trained for the ministry in 
the schools of the prophets, but 
that God Himself had called him 
away from his flock and told him, 
Go and prophecy to My people 
Israel! Thus Amos became a mes- 
senger of God and was active dur- 
ing the reign of Jeroboam II. 

In general h’ 1s prophecies were 
directed to the kingdom of Israel 
and its capital, Samaria, but Judah 
was not entirely excluded from 
them. The entire book of Amos 
reflects the conditions of his day 
and age. Outwardly the kingdom 
was large and prosperous, but on 
the moral side there was corrup- 
tion. The pride of the wealthy 



aimed at the oppression of -the 
poor, and there was luxury, dissi- 
pation, and idolatry everywhere. 
IBecause of the fatter Amos pro- 
claimed his message at Bethel, 
which was the center of the wor- 
ship of golden calves. 

His fearlessness in reproving the 
manifold transgressions of Israel 
was bitterly resented by the chief 
of priests, who made every effort 
to drive Amos out of the land; 
Luther says of this prophet: “He 
is violent, rebuking the people 
throughout the whole book!” In- 
deed, his, task was not an easy one. 
On the one hand, he had to remind 
them of God’s blessings, but on 
the other hand, he had to call their 
attention to the fact that they 
were disobedient, served idols, and 
despised the warnings of God. He 
pointed out that they were living 
a selfish, sinful life; after the de- 
sires of. their own heart, abusing 
their privileges, and ignoring God’s 
frequent calls to repentance. Such 
perseverence in sin could but lead 
to eternal ruin. And so Amos 
must announce to the people in 
a most threatening manner the 
judgment of God, the destruction 
of the kingdom, and the exiling 
of the people. He refers to this 
terrible situation when’ he says, 
“Wailing shall be in all streets, and 
they shall say in all the highways, 
Alas, alas!” 

But at the time of Amos there 
were a few faithful people who 
did not bow to Baaf, but served 

God with their whole heart. Them 
the prophet consoled with the 
thought that they will be preserv- 
ed as good grain, while the chaff, 
the ungodly and impenitent, will 
suffer destruction. Having made 
his final plea for repentance, Amos 
then launched forth into a beauti- 
ful Messianic prophecy, v. 11. 

Here he refers to the time of 
the Savior. The tabernacle of 
David is the Church of the Old 
Testament and is so-called because 
David was the great king who 
built it up. It is spoken of as a 
tabernacle, a hut, to indicate Athat 
it had become of very small size. 
The true followers of God in those 
days were but a little flock, but 
Amos reports that it is to be re- 
built into the glorious temple of 
the Messiah, that is, the Church 
of the New Testament. He who 
comes from the family of David, 
Christ Himself, is to close up the 
breaches, to fill up the cracks and 
crevices which indicated decay, 
Here Amos prophecies that the 
Messiah will restore the great con- 
gregation of the faithful and raise 
it from ruin to something won- 
derful and beautiful. 

But how will this hut of David 
be built. up? Amos tells us that 
the breaches will be walled up with 
the heathen, v. 12. Edom 
symbol of the heathen world, 
here conversion is spoken of. 
course, not all the heathen- 

isa 
and 
Of 

will 
accept the Messiah in true faith, 
hence the word ‘Cremnant”. All 
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who are called by the Gospel and 
are converted will enter the 
Church, the kingdom of God, the 
gloriously restored tabernacle of 
David, and Amos adds: “Thus 
saith the Lord that doeth this!” 

The entire New Testament is 
the wonderful fulfilment of this 
prophecy. Christ’s own public 
ministry gained many souls for 
the kingdom of God. The fearless 
testimony of the apostles added 
countless more to the Church. ‘And 
to this day God’s Word does not 
return void, but serves daily to 
rebuild the ‘tabernacle of David 
and to add one stone after another 
to the structure of His Church. 
Some day when it is complete, it 
will be presented at the throne of 
God to become the Church Tri- 
umphant. 

How we ought to rejoice over 
the fulfilment of this prophecy in 
the Christchild, who has also made 
us a part of His beloved Temple 
here on earth; May God deepen 
our love and faith in Him whose 
birth we again commemorate!. As 
we sing praises to the Child of 
Bethlehem, let us look forward to 
that great Day when we shall cel- 
ebrate an eternal Christmas in 
h eaven! -0.w.s. 

Good Preachers and 
Good Lisfeners 

Infinite and unutterable is the 
majesty of the Word of God, and 
we can never thank God enough 
for it. Human reason, however, 
thinks: Ah, if I could hear the 
Lord, the Creator of heaven and 
earth, I would run to the end of 
the world! Listen, brother, God, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
does speak with you through His 
preachers; it is He who baptizes, 
instructs, and absolves you through 
the ministry of His Sacraments. 
These words of God are not words 
of Plato or Aristotle, but God 
Himself is speaking. And those 
preachers are the most suitable 
who very simply and plainly, with- 
out any airs and subtlety, teach 
the common people and youth, 
just as Christ taught the people 
with homespun parables. And 
those are the best and most suit- 
able hearers who listen to the Word 
and do not doubt its teaching. 
They may be weak in faith; but 
as long as they do not doubt the 
doctrine, it is possible to help them. 
For God can bear actions that are 
contrary, but doctrine that con- 
tradicts Him he cannot endure. 

(Martin Luther) 

The Holy Ghost shall cme tip- therefore also that My t&ng 
on thee, and the power of the whf~b shall be born of thee shall 
Highest shall ow&adow thee; be called the Son of God. 

(Luke NY) 
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“0 Lord, are not thee eyes 
z.Qon the truth?” - Jeremiah 5:3 

There is no teaching of the 
Holy Scriptures which the world 
opposes more than this, that man 
is justified before God and saved 
alone by faith; and, .on the other 
hand, that everyone who does not 
believe, shall for that reason be 
damned. Many think, what dif- 
ference does it make one way or 
the other whether one believes or 
doesn’t believe certain teachings 
which are mysterious and contrary 
to our reason. Many think, it can 
hardly be expected that God will 
some day inquire about what a 
person has believed. God will 
rather be concerned with this one 
question: How have you bed? 

Since God is certainly a just, 
impartial God, it is therefore un- 
thinkable that He will accept an 
evil person into heaven simply be- 
cause he believed everything writ- 
ten in the Bible; and, on the other 
hand, that He will eternally reject 
a morally upright and virtuous 
person simply because he could 
not believe everything set forth in 
the Bible. 

They further say, every religion 
calls upon man: Believe, and you 
shall be saved! The Jewish Rabbi 
demands a faith which accepts the 
Talmud; the Brahman, his Veda; 
the Mohammedan, his Koran; the 
heathen idol-priests, their holy re- 

cords; the Christian, his Bible; 
and among the Christians, furth- 
ermore, there are countless sects, 
each of which says: “Believe what 
we believe, then you will be sav- 
ed.” 

Who is able to judge which 
faith is the’ right one? The best 
way out of this maze is evidently 
this: Let each believe as he choos- 
es; how a person Zives, on that, on 
that alone everything depends. If 
a person lives a good life, then he 
may be or believe what he wishes. 
Whether now he be. a Jew or a 
Mussuhnan, a heathen or a Chris- 
tian, a Bible believer or a rational- 
ist, a worshipper of God or an 
athiest, he will nevertheless be sav- 
ed. Accordingly, each one can 
continue to remain with his relig- 
ion in which he was born. The 
different faiths and religions are 
only different forms of the one 
true worship, merely different 
paths which all lead to heaven. 

In heaven, some day, it will be 
shown how foolish it was to dis- 
pute about which was the right 
faith and to despise and reject any 
other. There God will call to the 
heathen, Jews, Mohammedans, and 
Christians: You are all my chil- 
dren; you only gave me different 
names; the Christian called me 
Christ; the Jew, Jehovah; the 
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Hindu, Brama; the Mohammedan, 
Allah; the Xndian, the great Spirit; 
another called Me Nature, or Sun, 
Moon, Stars; another Reason. You 
a!1 honored me: therefore be re- 
conciled to each other finally, ex- 
tend the hand of brotherhood, for 
here there is to be no more conten- 
tion between you! Then, say these 
same people, all will finally join 
in one chorus, singing: “We all 
believe the selfsame God.” 

That is the faith which present- 
ly fills more hearts than one 
would think, This is unbelief in 
its entire bare form. For whoever 
believes that it makes no differ- 
ence what one believes, holds no 
faith on earth to be true; he con- 
siders each faith to be foolishness 
and imagination, and therefore, 
essentially, he really believes noth- 
-ing. 

Who would have thought that 
things would ever come to such 
a pass in Christianity? But it w 
to come to such a pass according 
to the very prophecies of Holy 
Writ itself. For it says of the last 
times: “They received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be 
saved. And for this cause God 
shall send them strong delusion, 
that they should believe a lie; 
they all might be damned 
believed not the truth, but 
pleasure in unrighteousness.” 
whom the god of this world 

that 
who 
had 
“In 

hath 
blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ. . . should 

shine unto them.” 

The main reason why so many 
are presently so opposed to the 
teaching that faith in Christ alone 
saves, is this, namely, because so 
many have been so blinded that 
they never did learn to know the 
real make-up of the true Christian 
faith. For if it were true that the 
Christian faith is’ nothing but a 
lifeless acceptance of. certain mys- 
terious teachings, if a person were 
able to possess the Christian faith 
and still be an ungodly person, 
continuing in his sins, then one 
might indeed get the idea that it 
makes no difference whether a 
person has the Christian, or the 
Jewish, or the heathenish, or. the 
Turkish faith. 

The true faith, however, which 
according to the Holy Scriptures 
brings salvation, is something en- 
tirely different. This faith has 
such a great power that the per- 
son who has it in his heart is there- 
by changed and becomes an en- 
tirely new person who surely le,ads 
a truly pious life. Yes, what noth- 
ing else in the world can bring 
about in a person, that faith ac- 
complishes. 

0 Lord, in mercy stay my heart 
On faith’s most sure foundation 
And to my inmost soul impart 
Thy perfect consolation. 
Fill all my life with love to 

Thee, 
Toward all men grant me 

charity; 

-185- 



And at the last, when comes 
my end, 

Thy succor ,send. 
From Satan’s wiles my soul 

defend. 

Taegliche Hausandacht 
C, F. W. Walther (Crull) 
Translated by E.L.M. 

.CWSTALl.ATION 
Sunday, December 6th, was a 

memorable occasion for St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church of Seattle, Wash- 
ington. The prayers of this little 
congregation that the Lord would 
grant them a resident pastor were 
finally answered. Pastor P. R. 
Bloedel, formerly the Pastor of St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Em- 
pire, Oregon, was installed as the 
Pastor of St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church by the undersigned in a 
Divine Service on the morning of 
December 6th. The text for the 
Installation Sermon was from the 
2nd Epistle of the Apostle Paul 
to the Corinthians, chapter 3, 
verses 4 to 6. It was emphasized 
in the sermon that the heart of 
every faithful pastor should be en- 
couraged when he remembers that 
his sufficiency is of God, and sec- 
ondly, the glorious ministration of 
his office. After the Divine Ser- 
vice a dinner was served by the 
ladies of the congregation to all 
in attendance. -M.L.N. 

P REJUDICIES??? 
On September Z3rd in Minne- 

apolis, a testimonial dinner was 
held to honor the retiring presi- 
dent of the Augustana Lutheran 
Church, Dr. Oscar A. Benson. In 
his address Dr. Benson urged Luth- 
erans to “forget old prejudices” 
and “to trust each other complete- 
ly.” 

We wholeheartedly agree that 
the differences at least between 
sme of the Lutheran Synods are 
not based upon the plain teach- 
ings of the Holy Scriptures but 
rather upon nationality, old pre- 
judices, etc. On the other hand, 
however, there decidedly is a dif- 
ference between some of the other 
Lutheran bodies concerning Bib- 
lical teachings. To a large extent, 
however, these differences are to 
be found only on paper! Indiffer- 
entism and unionism have made 
such terrific inroads into the Luth- 
eran camp that such Scriptural 
differences are only faintly ob- 
served here and there by an indi- 
vidual pastor or congregation. The 
clamor for unity has been so great 
in the Lutheran circles, that all 
doctrinal differences have been 
pushed into the background so 
that a union of all Lutherans 
might be effected. Dr. Benson 
was able to declare therefore in 
his address, “It looks now as if it 
is not going to be too difficult to 
effect total Lutheran union.” 

With us, by God’s grace, it is 
not a matter of “prejudice” that 
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we do not go aiong with ‘this un- can be any God-$easing union 
ion movement, but rather because (Amos 3:3; I Cor. 1:lO). This 
we’are not permitted to do so- present union movement among 
God’s Word fortids it! Every true the Lutherans is more. than -an 
Lutheran knows from the Scrip- agreement to forget “old prejud- 
tures that there must be complete ices”; it means the laying aside of 
agreement and unanimity in ALL Scriptural truths! 7M.L.N. 
Scriptural teachings before there 

Prayer In The Public School 

From time to time various art- 
icles in our church periodical have 
emphasized the fact that the mat- 
ter of religion in the public seh&l 
system is becoming more and more 
a pressing ,problem. It has been 
widely approved by officials and 
lay leaders despite the fact that it 
is contrary to the principle ‘of Sep- 
aration of Church and State guar- 
anteed by our’ Constitution and 
dlemanded by the Word of God. 

That there still are many who 
.defend public school prayers was 
again pointedly demonstrated in 
an article in the Nov. 17, 1959, 
issue of Christian hmomics, in 
which the editor of that publica- 
tion stated as- follows: “We be- 
lieve that the basic principles of 
refigion and morality shoufd be 
taught, in our schools. We do not 
believe we can impress the chil- 
dren with their importance, if 
they are neglected during the five 
days of the school week.” 

“We have prayer in our Con- 

gress, both House and Senate, in 
our state legislature, at public 
events and in our, prisons and jails. 
If it I is important to have chap- 
lains in the latter, it surely is im- 
portant. to have them during the 
formative years of the child,~sJife 
in school. A little more attention 
to morality and religion in the 
early years is far more important 
than the employment of chaplains 
to try to patch up the wrecks that 
collect in our jails and peniten- 
tiaries. There might not be so 
many of the latter if we had more 
religious training in our schoofs.” 

“If it is right to pray in Con- 
gress and in prisons ; to say ‘In God 
We Trust’ on our money and to 
place our hands on the Bible when 
taking an oath, it is surely right 
to pray in our schools. . . Let us 
not try to count God out alto- 
gether; if we do, there isn’t much 
hope for any of us.” 

The thoughts expressed in this 
quotation clearly indicate a dis- 



regard of the sense of the first and 
fourteenth amendments of the 
Constitution as well as a flagrant 
transgression of God’s clear Word 
in such passages as Matt. 22, 21; 
Amos 3, 3; Matt. 18, 19; Rom. 
16, 17; and 2 Cor. 6, 1448. These 
clear Scripture statements settle 
the matter of religion in the pub- 
lic school for us, since they defi- 
nitely show that this is contrary to 
the Word of God. True followers 
of the Lord must continue to 
stand up for their convictions and 
defend the principles herein in- 
volved. In this way we shall let 
our voice be heard and shall up- 
hold the truths which make us 
free! To that end may God be- 
stow on us all His grace and 
strength! -0.w.s. 

WHAT 
Do the Scriptures Say? 
During the past few weeks our 

newspapers have given much space 
to the subject of birth control. 
The Roman Catholic hierarchy has 
issued a pronouncement that they 
would not support giving any aid 
to a foreign country for the dis- 
semination of birth control litera- 
ture. On the opposite side, many 
of the Protestant Churches, par- 
ticularly the Episcopal Church, 
hails such a program as a wonder- 
ful thing. 

President Eisenhower has stated 
that as long as he is President, no 
foreign aid money will be allocat- 
ed for such a purpose. Neverthe- 
less, the controversy continues to 
go on. and could very well be a 
prominent issue if a Roman Catho- 
lic were selected to be a presiden- 
tial candidate this next year. 

No doubt, our readers have been 
following this “controversial” sub- 
ject in their newspapers and other 
periodicals. Surely all of us have 
noticed the .absence of any Bible 
passages to support either side. For 
all those who willingly bow to the 
Word of God, the question is set- 
tled once and for all. "LO, children 
are an heritage of the Lord and 
the fruit of the womb is His re- 
ward.” (Ps. 127: 3 ) “Blessed is 
every one that feareth the Lord; 
that walketh in His ways. . . Thy 
wife shall be as a fruitficl vine by 
the sides of thine hose: thy GM- 
dren like olive plants round abozct 
thy table. Behold, that thus shall 
the man be blessed that feareth 
the Lord.” (Ps. 128~1, 3,4) When 
Job lost his seven, sons and three 
daughters, he exclaimed, “T& 
Lord gave, and the Lord bath tak- 
en away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord.” (Job 1:2 2) From these 
and similar passages we learn that 
the giving and the withholding ‘of 
children is God’s perrogative. We 
therefore must wonder what the 
so-called church leaders do with 
such passages from the Word of 
God! -M.L.N. 



An 

(The following invitation, which also appeured in the November und 
December, 1958, issues of the Concordiu Lutheran, wus ununimousfy 
upprored by t& member congregdtions us well us by those congregu- 
tions iti fello;wship with the Concordia Lutherun Conference. It is 
being reprinted by special resolution of the Ninth Annuut Convention.) 

Within recent years certain pastors and laymen have felt themselves bound 
by conscience on the basis of Romans 16, 17-18 and other pertinent passages 
of Holy Writ to sever their connections with congregations and synods of the 
Synodical Conference. To all such we, of the Concordia Lutheran Conference, 
extend a cordial invitation to meet with us in a free conference at a time and 
place to be mutually agreed upon. 

Our purpose, under God, in initiating such a conference is to determine 
after thorough discussion whether or not we can recognize one another as 
brethren fully united in the faith. Accordingly, this meeting would be open to 
all who give indication that they: 

1. Accept all the canonical books of the Old and New Testament as the 
plenary, inerrant, verbally inspired Word of God; 

2. Embrace and confess the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church as comprised in the Book of Concord of 1580 AD.; 

3. Join us in the unreserved acceptance and endorsement of the Brief 
Statement of 1932; 

4. Reject the new and false concepts of such doctrines as unionism and 
syncretism, church- and selective- and prayer-fellbwship, separatism, 
the Church and Ministry, and marriage and engagement; as set forth 
in such unScriptura1 documents as A Statement -o,f 1945, the Common 
Confession of 1950, United ‘I’estimony of Faith ,and. Life of .1952, 
which have sorely disrupted the Lutheran Church during recent years; 

5. Are in agreement ‘also regarding correct teaching and practice- in such 
matters as the scope of the church’s work, church financing,, the lodges, 
Scouting, the modern dance, etc., in which matters there is wide-sprtid 
disagreement among T,utherans of our times. 

Any and all who would be interested in attending such a free conference 
are kindly requested to 
Union, Vice-President 
waukee, Wisconsin. 

make their wishes known to our Committee on Lutheran 
E. L. Mehlberg, Chairman, ,3213 N. 45th Street, Mil- 

H. David Mensing, President 
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Bible Study Outlines 
GOD IS ALMIGHTY 

I Godis almighty. Gen. l7:1; 35:ll; Matt. 19:26; Luke 1:37; Rev. 
4% This means the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Matt. 28:18; Matt. 8:l ff. (various miracles) ; John 11:43, 44; 
Isaiah 1l:Z (Holy Spirit). 

Note: How many even in so-called Christian Churches refuse 
to acknowledge the miracles which are recorded in the 
Scriptures as the truth! Robert Ingersoll, the infidel, 
asked some of the most “learned” clergymen in the city 
of Chicago if they actually believed in the miracles of 
the Bible and he received the answer that they considered 
the miracles merely to be legends or poems. (Mistakes of 
Moses, by R. Ingersoll). 

II God has revealed His almighty power in the work of creation. “I 
believe in God the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.” 
(Apostles’ Creed) 

A. Creation of the world, Gen. 1; Rom. 1: 19, 20; Rev. 4: 11 
B. Creation of man. Gen. 2:7; Job 33:4; Ps. 139:14; Job 1O:S; 

31:15 
C. In the work of preservation. Ps. 36:6; Acts 17:28; Ps. 31:15 

III How many .have learned to their great sorrow that God is indeed 
almighty! Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. 4:3O-37; Herod, Acts 12:21-23. 
Think of Nero and scores of others in the history of the Church 
who experienced that God alone is almighty. 

IV. God’s aim’ ht ig y power at work in conversion. 
A. 

B. 

By nature every’man is spiritually blind, dead, and an enemy 
of God. I Cor. 2: 14; Eph. 2: 1; Rom. 8 :7. Just as little as 
a physically dead person can raise himself from the dead, 
just as little a spiritually dead person can raise himself from 
his spiritual death. 
It takes God’s almighty power to convert the sinner and to 
preserve him in the one true faith. 2 Tim. 1:9; I Cor. 12 : 3 ; 
Eph. 2:8, 9; 1 Pet. 1:s 

V God’s almighty power on the Last Day. 
A. He will raise all the dead. John 5 :2 8, 29 
B. The world will be destroyed. 11 Peter 3 : 10, 12 
C. The believers will enter into everlasting life with glorified 

bodies; the unbelievers will enter into everlasting torment 
in hell. I Cor. lM1, 52; Matt. 13:36-42; 47-50. -All this 
to take place in the twinkling of an eye. I Cor. 15: 52 
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&l #KB &2wt f&i% giif$ &pb?% 
All my heart this night rejoices 
As I, hear Far and near : 
Sweetest angel voices;. .. .. 
“Christ is born,” their. choirs. are singing 
Till the air Everywhere 
Now ,with joy ‘is ringing. _ 

_, :. 

Hark! a voice from yonder manger, 
Soft and sweet, Doth entreat: 
“Flee from woe and danger. 
Brethren, from all ills that grieve you 
You are freed; All you need 
I will surely give you.” 

Come, then, banish all. your sadness, 
One and all, Great and small; 
Come with songs -of gladness. 
Love Him who with love is glowing; 
Hail the Star, Near and far 
Light and joy bestowing. 

,’ _* 

‘” 

I am pure, in Thee believing, 
From Thy store Evermore 
Righteous robes receiving. 
In my heart I will enfold Thee, 
Treasure rare,. Let me there, 
Loving,, ever’ hold Thee. 

Dearest, Lorg, Thee will I cherish, 
Though my breath Fail in death, 
Yet I shall not perish, 
But with Thee abide forever 
There on high, In that joy 
Which can vanish never. - 

(Paul Gerhardt) 
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VI God is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think. Eph. 3 :ZO. What did God do when the children of Israel 
stood between Pharoh’s army and the Red Sea? Exodus 14. What 
did God do with Elijah during the drought? I Kings 17. What 
did God do for King Asa when he was completely outnumbered 
by the Ethiopians. J Z- Chron. 14. What did God do for Peter when 
he was put into prison. 7 Acts 12. List some more. 

VII God is just as powerful now as He was during the time of the 
prophets and the apostles. Rev. 4: 8 

A. What comfort for the believers. Ps. 18 :2 
Note: This does not mean that we should all quit our jobs 

and expect God to send us food from heaven, nor 
that we should refrain from going to a physician. 
We are to make use of the appointed means which 
He has placed at our disposal and leave the perform- 
ance of miracles to God. 

B. It should also serve as a warning not to set ourselves against 
God. Sennacherib, 2 Kings 19 -M.L.N. 
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