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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articIes 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a fake church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true risible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truIy share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may 
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but g that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical intorma 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
lnd to expose modern philosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the faIse teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recordd 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the oId orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which mav create a wrong impression, 



(The following invitation, which also appeared in the November and 
December, 1958, issues of the Concordia Lutheran, was unanimously 
approved by the member congregations as well as by those congrega- 
tions in fellowship with the Concordia Lutheran Conference. ’ It is 
being reprinted by special resolution of the Ninth. Annual Convention.) 

Within recent years certain pastors and laymen have felt themselves bound 
by conscience on the basis of Romans 16, 17-18 and other pertinent passages 
of Holy Writ to sever their connections with congregations and synods of the 
Synodical Conference. To all such we, of the Concordia Lutheran Conference, 
extend a cordial invitation to meet with us in a free conference at a time and 
place to be mutually agreed upon. 

Our purpose, under God, in initiating such a conference is to determine 
after thorough discussion whether or not we can recognize one another as 
brethren fully united in the faith. Accordingly, this meeting would be open to 
all who give indication that they: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Accept all the canonical books of the Old and New Testament as the 
plenary, inerrant, verbally inspired Word of God; 

Embrace and confess the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church as comprised in the Book of Concord of 1580 A.D.; 

Join us in the unreserved acceptance and endorsement of the Brief 
Statement of 1932; 

Reject the new and false concepts of such doctrines as unionism and 
syncretism, church- and selective- and prayer-fellowship, separatism, 
the Church and Ministry, and marriage and engagement, as set forth 
in such un-Scriptural documents as A Statement of 1945, the Common 
Confession of 1950, United Testimony of Faith and Life of 1952, 
which have sorely disrupted the Lutheran Church during recent years; 

Are in agreement also regarding correct teaching and practice in such 
matters as the scope of the church’s work, church financing, the lodges, 
Scouting, the modern dance, etc., in which matters there is wide-spread 
disagreement among J.utherans of our times. 

Any and all who would be interested in attending such a free conference 
are kindly requested to make their wishes known to our Committee on Lutheran 
Union, Vice-President E. L. Mehlberg, Chairman, 3213 N. 45th Street, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. 

H. David Mensing, President 



The Christian Church has desig- 
nated certain days in memory of well 
known saints, not in order to worship 
and adore them, for this would be 
idolatry, but to recall and to thank 
God for their great example of faith 
and service in His kingdom. This 
month the Christian Church observes 
such a day in commemoration of an 
apostle. It is St. Bartholomew’s Day, 
August 24. 

This apostle was known by two 
names. Matthew, Mark and Luke 
call him Bartholomew, which means 
the son. of Tholmai, while in the 
Gospel of John he is called Nathanael. 
Of his family or occupation nothing 
certain is known. He lived in Cana 
of Galilee, and his call to become a 
disciple of the Lord is recorded in 
John 1:43-51. 

When Philip had accepted the in- 
vitation of Christ to follow Him, a 
great missionary interest wtis aroused 
in him, and, filled with joy, he felt 
compelled to tell his friend Barthol,o- 
mew of his newly-found happiness in 
the Savior. He said to him, “We 
have found Him, of whom Moses in 
the law, and the prophets, did write, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
Philip was well versed in Old Te--ta- 
ment prophecies, and his faith was 
based on the glorious promises con- 
cerning the Messiah. When Bartholo- 
mew heard this, he was not at once 
convinced, but was skeptical and 
doubtful and asked, “Can there any 
good thing come out of Nazareth?” 
Apparently he knew that the promised 
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Messiah was to come out of Bethle- 
hem, but he knew of no reference to 
Nazareth as the home of the Savior, 
and it appears that the latter city was 
treated with disrespect by many 
neighboring people. There was no 
direct reply to his question. Instead 
Philip wisely invited him to come and 
see and thus put his opinion to the 
test. 

As Jesus saw Bartholomew coming 
to Him, He said, “Behold an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no guile!” Here 
was evidence that Jesus knows the 
hearts of all men. He calls him a 
man free of deception and dishonesty, 
a man of uprightness and piety. Filled 
with surprise, Bartholomew asked the 
Lord, “Whence knowest Thou me?” 
Jesus then gave evidence not only of 
His omniscience, but also of His 
omnipresence by stating that He ,raw 
him sitting in the shadow of a fig 
tree before Philip approached him. 
By this miracle of the all-seeing Lord 
Bartholomew was convinced that here 
indeed was the promis,ed Savior of the 
world, and so he makes a notable con- 
fession of faith: “Rabbi (Master) , 
Thou art the Son of God; Thou ar: 
the King of Israel!” Seeing his ready 
faith, Jesus commented on the fact 
that he had believed because he saw 
the miraculous power of the Lord, but 
indicated that this disciple would be 
led to an even greater appreciation 
of the truth. He referred to the 
opening of heaven, that is, to the 
removal of the enmity between God 
and man with Christ as the Mediator. 

If;- 



Through His atonement heaven and 
earth are united, and angels delight 
to serve Him. His work will be of 
great blessing to those who accept 
Him by faith. The Lord points out 
that Bartholomew and the other dis- 
ciples would in time see great things 
done as proof of His Messiahship, 
namely, various miracles demonstrat- 
ing His divine power and strengthen- 
ing their faith in Him. 

Little else is known regarding Bar- 
tholomew. In the Book of Acts he 
is listed among those who, at the 
command of Jesus, remained in 
Jerusalem till the Holy Ghost de- 
scended upon them. His labors as 
an apostle are not mentioned in Scirp- 
ture, but historians record that he 
preached the Gospel to heathen tribes 
in E.thiopia, then became a mission- 
ary among the Phrygians, and died 
a martyr’s death in Armenia. 

Without a doubt, Bartholomew 
labored faithfully in the ministry to 
which the Lord called him. We re- 
member him, not as a saint to be 
worshiped, but as a consecrated serv- 
ant of Christ, devoted to the task of 
preaching the Gospel to every creature. 
May his diligent labors serve to in- 
spire us to be equally faithful in our 
service to the Savior and His King- 
dom! -0.w.s. 

“AS newborn babes, desire the sincere 
milk of the word, that ye may grow 
thereby.” I Peter 2~2. 

Many who were confirmed in the 

Missouri Synod before the’ year 1943, 

will perhaps recognize the above Scrip- 

ture text as the first proof passage 

in the old catechism, copyright, 1912, 

page 39. It is a striking exhortation 

which should encourage us to apply 

ourselves more diligently and earnest- 

ly in our study of the precious truths 

of God’s Word. 

Christians are human beings who 

are lcborn again” by the Word of 

God, specifically the Gospel (1 Peter 

1:23-25) . In the second chapter of 

his first epistle, Peter, therefore, re- 

fers to the Christians as “newborn 

babes”. A saving knowledge of Jesus 

as their only Redeemer from sin and 

eternal punishment has been implant- 

ed in their hearts through the work 

of the Holy Ghost by means of the 

Gospel. In this manner, those who are 

bY nature “dead in trespasses and 

sins” (E.phesians 2: 1) are made spirit- 

ually alive; they have entered into a 

new spiritual life of faith; they are 

born again “not of blood, nor of 

the will of the flesh, nor of the will 

of man, but of God)J (John 1: 13). 

But Christians are not to remain 

“babes” spiritually. They are to 

GROW! The natural nourishment 



for which a newborn babe hungers 

and craves is the milk fr,om it4 

mother’s breast which it eagerly ac- 

cepts and drinks until its hunger 

is appeased. The food, however, by 

which the children of God grow and 

are nourished and strengthened is, 

of course, a spiritual food which, as 

Luther declares, “is taken with the 

soul and sucked with the heart”. 

Such spiritual food is the Word of 

God! 

Peter very carefully describes this 

food when he exhorts us that as 

newborn babes we should “desire the 

sincere milk of the word”. It is of 

th.e greatest importance that the child- 

ren of God crave the pure milk of 

divine Truth and that they refuse and 

turn away from the adulterated, im- 

pure and corrupt milk of false doc- 

trine which tends to destroy their 

spiritual life. 

Eagerly, frequently, and abundantly, 

as newborn babes, we should partake 

of the pure milk of the Wdrd in order 

that we Crmay grow thereby”. In and 

through the power of this Word we 

should grow into spiritual maturity, 

being “strengthened with might by 

his Spirit in the inner man; that 

Christ may dwell in your hearts by 

faith; that ye, being rooted and 

grounded in love, may be able to 

comprehend with all saints what is 

the breadth, and length, and depth, 

and height; and to know the love of 

Christ, which passeth knowledge, that 

ye might be filled with all the fulness 

of God” (Ephesians 3:16-19). -B 

A Nearer is my soul’s salvation; 
Spent the night, tb,e day at band. 

Comles the reddening dawn of day. 
O’er the distant mountains breaking 

Rise, my soul, from sleep awaking; 
Rise and sing and watch and pray. 
‘Tis thy Savior 
On His bright returning way. 

Wahbing for Thee till I stand, 
Keep me in my lowly station, 

0 my Savior, 
In Thy bright, Thy promised, land. 

With my lamp well trimmed and 
burning, 

0 Thou Long-expected, weary 
Waits my anxious soul for Thee; 
Life is dark, and earth is dreary, 
Where Thy light I do not see. 
0 my Savior, 
When wilt Thou return to me? 

Swift to bear and slow to roam, 
Watching for Thy g/ad returning 
To restore me to my bomle. 
Come, my Savior, 
0 my Savior, quickly come. 

(Hymn 606) 
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II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

The sayings of Jesus recorded in Matthew 5, 6 and 7 are called the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

Those who do not properly distinguish between Law and Gospel often 
speak of the Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount as 
the most important teachings of the Bible. 

The Sermon on the Mount is not a proclamation of good news or of 
the joyous tidings of salvation. In this sermon the Savio,r rather sets 
forth the sober truth that Christianity is not an easy-going religion, that 
it does not permit the service of sin, but that it demands of us Christians 
the best service which we are able to render to God in thought, word, 
and deed. 

The acceptance of the Gospel 
sermon is addressed. (Matthew 

The Sermon on the Mount is 

is presupposed in those to whom this 
5: 1,2) 

of great importance for us Christians 
because it forcefully convinces us of our sins and makes us realize our 
constant need of God’s pardon; it also shows us how we must live if 
,our faith in Jesus is sincere. 

In this sermon we have a wonderful example of our Savior’s preaching, 
that He taught the people “as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes”. (Matthew 7: 29) 

Outline of the Sermon on the Mount: 

A. Matt. 5: I.-l2 The Beatitudes-describes the Christians and their 
blessedness. 

B. Matt 5:13-16 J esus describes the high calling of the Christians 
as missionaries. 

C. Matt 5: 17-48 The Savior’s explanation of the deep and compre- 
hensive meaning of the law. 

D. Matt. 6:l - 7: 12 The proper performance of Christian acts of 
worship and devotion. 

E. Matt. 7: 13-26 Th e conclusion of the sermon with a warning 
against false prophets and indifference, -4~ R B 
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Job 14: 1-2: “Man that is born of 
a woman is of few days, and full of 
trouble. He cometh forth like a 
flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also 
as a shadow, and continueth not.” 

As Abraham in the Promised Land 
received no earthly estate except a 
burial place, so also man, though he 
be the richest person on earth, in the 
end he retains nothing more than a 
little plot of ground in which to inter 
his decaying remains. For that reason 
Job already says: “Man that is born 
of a woman is of few days, and full 
of trouble. He cometh forth like 

Our lifetime, according to the Word 
of God, is both futile and important. 
It is futile because its span is short, 
and, besides this, even its short dur- 
ation is uncertain. All the possessions 
and glories of time are as fleeting as 
time itself, beginning and ending with 
it. Just as soon as we are born, we 
begin also to die. In the same meas- 
ure that our life makes headway, it 
also declines. Whether we sit or lie 
down, sleep or wake, walk or stand, 
everywhere we are on the way to our 
grave. In everything we do, we are 
hastening to our end. 

a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth 
also as a shadow, and continueth not.” 
What does that person accomplish 
who strives to get rich in the posses- 
sions of this life? He puts himself to 
a great deal of trouble in order to 
catch something which is really a 
shadow in this life and which in death 
finally passes away into nothingness. 

And what is all honor in this world? 
I-Iow unstable it is! He whom the 
people today praise to the skies, on 
the morrow he often is the crushed 
object of their deepest contempt. And 
even though a person does enjoy the 
honor of people until his death, what 
does it profit him if he has to be- 
ashamed of himself before his own 
conrcience! What does a person gain 
who in everything that he says and 
does, seeks not God’s honor but his 
own; who has to condemn himself 
but likes to have the people think him 
to be a pious man; who feels happy 
already if at least some think him to 
be wise and if he enjoys honor and 
respect before them, He is chasing 
after something which outwardly ap- 
pears to be honor, but of which in 
his innermost heart he is ashamed. 
Of what value, therefore, is also this 
temporal possession? It is but a 
dream and a bubble. 

Yet, as futile, in one respect, as 
our earthly life is, with all its fleet- 
ing possessions and glories, so im- 
portant, again, it is in other respects. 
VVhen God in the beginning dec’ded 
to create us humans, He also at the 
same time decided to make us eternal- 
ly blessed. Through sin, however, 
we now have lost all this salvation. 
We all thereby called down up3n our- 
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selves God’s wrath. The long-suffer- 
ing God, however, still did not im- 
mediately consign us to eternal punish- 
ment, as we well deserved. It pleased 
His boundless goodness and patience 
to give us poor sinners yet another 
time of grace in which we should re- 
turn and find acceptance and salva- 
tion by Him. And this time of grace, 
which still remains for us, is pre- 
cisely our lifetime in this world. God 
gave us His dear Son, Jesus Christ, 
as our Savior and Sanctifier. In His 
precious Go spel He now proclaims 
to us all: 0 people, you have indeed 
fallen away from me, and I’ could now 
truly cast you out of my presence 
forever, but I do not want to do that; 
so long as I permit you to live here 
on earth, so long shall I yet once 
more permit the doors to my grace to 
stand open to receive you; whoever in 
his lifetime hears and accepts my 
Gospel, who turns to my dear Son 
and till death holds to Him in faith, 
he shall one day inherit the kingdom 
which was prepared for him when the 
wurld was first begun. 

Those are now the reasons why our 
so futile lifetime is again so exceed- 
ingly important for us. This lifetime 
of ours is not only important because 
with each step we take in ‘this life, 
eternity draws nearer and nearer, but 
especially for the reason that our lot 
in this short span of life determines 
our fate in the long eternity ahead. 
Our life is a road which leads to 
eternity. Is our road Christ, then it 
leads us to eternal life. Is our road 
the world and our own flesh and 
blood, then it leads us into eternal 

death. 
How foolish, therefore, they be- 

have who consider their precious time 
as bei.ng unimportant, who waste and 
squander it with vain things! Who- 
ever has lost his time, has lost his 
time of grace, and there is nothing, 
nothing in eternity whereby such a 
soul can again buy it back. Gone is 
gone! If our time has slipped by 
without Christ, then the seedtime has 
slipped away, and the eternal harvest 
will bring us no fruits of everlasting 
joy but only the thorns and thistles 
of endless grief. 0, whoever is still 
living in this earthly life, he has a 
valuable golden treasure with which 
he is able to purchase for himself 
eternal possessions. Let him there- 
fore use this buying power while he 
vet lives in time, that he may not be 
sorry eternally. 

Our path in al! things order 
According to Thy mind, 
And when this life i-c oYer 
And al! must be resigned, 
Oh, p-tint IIS then to die 
With calm and feurless spirit 
And after death inherit 
Eternal life on high! Amen. 

Taegliche Hausandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 
Translated by ELM. 

BACK ISSUES 

We have had many requests for back 
issues of our periodical. These issues 
will be priced as follows: 

Issues of current year _- _____ .20 

An additional five cents for each 
previous year. 
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THE PHYSICAL SUPPORT OF THE SERVANTS 
OF THE WORD 

(Adapted From an Old 

When the Lord Jesus sent forth His 
disciples He at the same time opened 
the hearts and hands of the hearers 
so that the disciples experienced no 
want. We read in Luke 22:35, “And 
He said unto them, When I sent you 
without purse, and scrip, and shoes, 
lacked ye any thing? And they said, 
Nothing.” Where individuals really 
love the Lord Jesus and His Word 
there we find that they also reveal 
this love by adequately and properly 
supporting the Lord’s messengers. 

The objection is raised: It does not 
follow that 
ported by 
cause Jesus 
the support 

the pastors are to be sup- 
their hearers simply be- 
concerned Himself about 
of His disciples; the ex- 

1. * 1 ample of the ctrsctples was a.n excep- 
tion. To this day there are some de- 
nominations who refuse to have their 
pastors placed on a full-time salary. 
To support their position they also 
appeal to Scripture, for example, 
Matt. 10:8, “Freely ye have received, 
freely give.” One look, however, at 
the context will immediately show that 
Jesus is not speaking about the physi- 
cal support of the disc’ples, but rather 
about the exercise of the miraculous 
gifts through the disciples. All the 
gold and silver in the world can not 
pay for one single Word of God! 

Even after the time of Christ, God 
very plainly revealed through the writ- 
ings of His Apostles that it is the 
Christi.an duty of the Christian con- 
gregation to support their pastor. 

German Synodical Essay) 

We read in 1 Corinthians 9:7-14, 
“Who goeth a warfare any time at 
his .own charges ? who planteth a vine- 
yard, and eateth not of the fruit 
thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and 
eateth not of the milk of the flock? 
Say I these things as man? or saith 
not the law the same also? For it 
is written in the law of Moses, Thou 
shall not muzzle the mouth of the ox 
that treadeth out the corn. Doth 
God take care for oxen? Or saith 
He it altogether for our sakes? For 
our sakes, no doubt, this is written: 
that he that ploweth should plow in 
hope; and that he that thresheth in 
hope should be partaker of his hope. 
If we have sown unto you spiritual 
things, is it a great thing if we shall 
reap your carnal things? If others 
be partakers of this power over you. 
are not we rather ? Nevertheless we 
have not used this power; but suffer 
all things, 1es.t we should hinder the 
gospel of Christ. Do ye not know 
that they which minister about hol-7 
things live of the things of the temple? 
and they which wait at the altar are 
partakers with the altar? Even so 
hath the Lord ordained that they 
which preach the gospel should live 
of the gospel.” 

In this section the Apostle Paul 
by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
lists a number of reasons why the 
Christian congregations should sup- 
port their pastors. First of all, he re- 
fers to the general rule that everyone 
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is supported by his own specific oc- 
cuption. &con dly, the Apostle re- 
minds the congregation that the sup- 
port of the ministry is in perfect 
harmony with the divine Law. Thirdly, 
he refers to the reasonableness or fair- 
ness of this demand. If the servants 
of the Word sow the spiritual Seed, 
the Word of God, surely it is no great 
demand that the hearers provide for 
their bodily needs and wants. Pourthly 
the Apostle goes back to the Old Tes,t- 
ament Temple service. Just as the 
Jewish priests obtained their support 
from the gifts and offerings of the 
people in the Temple, so also the 
servants of Christ should have their 
physical wants supplied by the people 
that are served with the Gospel. And 
fifthly, the Apostle closes this section 
by telling them that it is the plain 
command of Christ the Lord, “that 
they which preach the gospel should 
live of the gospel.” 

In Galatians 6:6, the Apostle Paul 
speaks of this same matter, saying, 
‘?Let him that is taught in the Word 
communicate unto him that teacheth 
in all good things.” Here we are told 
who is to do the supporting. Not 
only the voting members of the con- 
gregation, but ALL who are privileged 
to enjoy the preaching of the Word 
and administration of the Sacraments 
in the congregation. This then in- 
cludes the women and the young po- 
pk. As soon as the children are o!d 
enough, the parents are to remind 
them of their duty in this respect 
5’0 that a certa’n portion of the money 
which the children may earn will go 
to the Lord. 

It is God’s Will that the members 
of the congregation “communicate,” 
that is, share with, the servant of the 
Word. It is very significant that 
right after this passage it is stated 
by the Apostle, “Be not deceived; God 
is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.” (v.7) 
Whoever is selfish and stingy in 
carrying out this command of God, 
is actually mocking God Himself! 
What an earnest warning! 

In his Commentary on Galatians, 
Dr. Luther says concerning this par- 
ticular passage (Gal. 6:6), “Now the 
Apostle also addresses the hearers of 
the Word, requesting them to bestow 
‘all good things’ upon those who have 
taught them the Gospel. I have often 
wondered why all the apostles reiter- 
ated this request with such embarrass- 
ing frequency. In the papacy I saw 
the people give generously for the 
erection and maintenance of luxur- 
ious church buildings and for the sus- 
tenance of men appointed to the idol- 
atrous service of Rome. I saw bishops 
and priests grow rich until they poss- 
essed the choicest real estate. I 
thought then that Paul’s admonitions 
were over-done. I thought he s.hould 
have requested the people to curtail 
their contributions. I saw how the 
generosit;v of the people of the Church 
was encouraging covetousness on the 
part of the clergy. I know better 
now. 

“As often as Z: read the admonitions 
of the Apostle to the effect that the 
churches should support their pastors 
and raise funds for the relief of im- 
poverished Christians, I am half 
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ashamed to think that the great 
Apostle Paul had to touch upon this 
subject so frequently. In writing to 
the Corinthians he needed two chap- 
ters to impress this matter upon them. 
I would not want to discredit Witten- 
berg as Paul discredited the Corin- 
thians by urging them at such length 
to contribute to the relief of the poor. 
It seems to be a by-product of the 
Gospel that nobody wants to con- 
tribute to the maintenance of the 
Gospel ministry. When the doctrine 
of the devil is preached people are 
prodigal in their willing support of 
those who deceive them. 

“We have come to understand why 
it is so necessary to repeat the admon- 
ition of this verse. When Satan can- 
not suppress the preaching of the 
Gospel by force, he tries to accomplish 
his purpose by striking the ministers 
of the Gospel with poverty. He cur- 
tails their income to such an extent 
that they are forced out of the min- 
itsry because they cannot live by the 
Gospel. Without ministers to pro- 
claim the Word of God the people 
go wild like savage beasts. 

“Paul’s admonition that the hear- 
ers of the Gospel share all good things 
with their pastors and teachers is cer- 
tainly in order. To the Corinthians 
he wrote: ‘If we have sown unto you 
spiritual things, is it a great thing if 
we shall reap your carnal things?’ (1 
Cor. 9: II) In the old days when 
the Pope reigned supreme everybody 
paid plenty for masses. The begging 
friars brought in their share. Com- 
mercial priests counted the daily of- 
ferings. From these extortions our 

countrymen are now delivered by the 
Gospel. You would think they would 
be grateful f or their emancipation 
and give generously for the support 
of the ministry of the Gospel and the 
relief of impoverished Christians. In- 
stead, they rob Christ. When the 
members of a Christian congregation 
permit their pastor to struggle along 
in penury, they are worse than 
heathen. 

“Before very long they are going 
to suffer for their ingratitude. They 
will lose their temporal and spiritual 
possessions. Th is sin merits the sever- 
est punishment.. The reason why the 
churches of Galatia, Corinth, and 
other places were troubled by false 
apostles was this, that they had so little 
regard for their faithful ministers. 
You can not refuse to give God a pen- 
ny who gives you all good things, even 
life eternal, and turn around and give 
the dev:l, the giver of all evil and 
death eternal, pieces of gold, and not 
be punished for it.” (Vol. IX, 744ff, 
translated by Dr. Graebner) . 

Finally, we might also refer to I 
Tim. 5: 17,18, “Let the elder; that 
ruie well be counted worthy of double 
h onour, especially they who labour 
in the word and doctrine. For the 
scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle 
the ox that treadeth out the corn. 
And, the labourer is worthy of his 
reward.” The “elders” are the serv- 
ants of the Word. And according 
to the context we see that the “double 
honour” evidently refers to the phyr;- 
cal szcpport of the servants of the 
Word as the Apostle states, “Thou 
shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth 
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out the 
is worthy 

corn. And, The labourer 
of his reward.” -M.L.N. 
(to be continued) 

++ 

SOMETHING 
EVERY CHRISTIAN 

SHOULD KNOW! 
Gosh, A softened form of “God!” 
used as a mild oath. 

Gee, A minced form of Jesus, 
used in mild oaths. 

The above definitions are taken 

from Webster’s New International 

Dictionary, Second Edition, un- 

abridged, 1955. Many Christians who 

use these expressions are undoubtedly 

unaware of what they are actually 

saying or of the common dictionary 

definition of such words. Often these 

words are used in a combination form 

such as: “Gosh almighty,” “By 

Gosh,” “Gee whiz,” etc. 

In the 2nd Commandment we 

learned: “Thou shalt not take the 

name of the Lord, thy God, in vain.” 

In explaining the words “in vain,” a 

layman once declared correctly that 

“in vain” simply means “fer nuthin”. 

“Thou shalt not take the name of 

the Lord, thy God, fer nuthin.” 

In answer to the question: “What 

is using God’s name in vain?“, our 

Catechism answers on page 54: YJsing 

God’s name in vain is-A. Employing 

any name of God uselessly or care- 

lessly (‘My God’, ‘Good Lord’, ‘Jesus 

Christ’, etc.) B. Cursing, swearing, 

using witchcraft, lying, or deceiving 

by His name.” 

Instead of using God’s name in a 

manner which is contrary to His 

Word, Christians should frequently 

use God’s name in the manner pre- 

scribed by Him: by praying (Ps. 50: 

15; Matt. 7:7), praising (Ps. 103:l; 

Col. 3;16) , giving thanks (Ps. 118: 1; 

Col. 3: 17) , and confessing God and 

His Word before men (1 Pet. 3: 15; 

Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10: 10). -43 

DOCTRIM RESOlUTlOnS 
from the Convention of the 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 

The following is a brief report on 
the doctrinal resolutions which were 
passed at the annual convention of the 
Emngelical Lutheran Synod (Nor- 
wegian Synod) held at Bethany Luth- 
eran College, Mankato, Minnesota? 
June 23-28, 1959. The July Z&d 
issue of the Lutheran Sentinel, offi- 
cial publcation of that Synod, brings 
the pertinent information. 

Tn 1955 the Norweginn Synod re- 
solved to “suspend fellowship rela- 
tons with the Missouri Synod”, but 
still retained its membership in the 
Synodical Conference. Since then, its 
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Union Committee has taken part in 
doctrinal discussions with other com- 
mittees representing the other Synods 
of the Conference including, of course, 
the Missouri Synod. These commit- 
tees felt that the discussions had been 
progressive and profitable and were 
bearing fruit. Others in the Nor- 
wegiun Synod felt otherwise and ad- 
vocated immediate withdrawal from 
the Synodical Conference. 

Accordingly when the Synod’s Com- 
mittee on doctrine made its report to 
the convention, it consisted of a ma- 
jority report and a minority report. 
After much discussion the recom- 
mendations of the majority report 
were adopted and the following reso- 
lutions passed: 

“1. That we continue to participate 
in the Joint Doctrinal ‘Unity 
Committee discussions; 

2. 

3. 

4. 

3. 

That we send representatives to 
the proposed meeting of theo- 
logians at Thiensville in 1960; 

That our suspension of fellow- 
ship relations with the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod be con- 
tinued; 

That our Union Committee com- 
plete its work in the Joint Doc- 
trinal Unity Committee and pre- 
sent a finished report to our next 
convention; 

That we respectfully urge the 
other constituents of the Joint 
Doctrinal Unity Committee to 
lend every assistance to our com- 
mittee.” -0.w.s. 

of 
The Concordia Lutheran 

Conference 

Christ Lutheran Church 
4528 North 68th Street 
Milwaukee 18, Wisconsin 
E. L. Mehlberg, Pastor 
3213 North 45th Street 
.Milwaukee 16, Wisconsin 

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church 
H. David Mensing, Pastor 
Centra! Avenue at 171 st Place 
Tinley Pork (Chicago), Illinois 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
P. R. Bloedel, Pastor 
208 North Ackerman Street 
Empire, Oregon 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
M. L. Natterer, Pastor 
6th and Tangent 
Lebanon, Oregon 

St. Stephen’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
0. W. Schaefer, Pastor 
Box 424 
Wilmot, South Dakota 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Sigourney and Muscatine, Iowa 
J. Ernest Shufelt, Pastor 
812 Sycamore Street 
Muscatine, Iowa 

Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church 
E. C. Hallstein, Pastor 
Clark, South Dakota 

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
12472 Beacon Avenue 
Seattle 88, Washington 
M. L. Natterer, Vacancy Pastor 
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III 

IV 

Bible Study outlines 
GOD IS ALL-KNOWING 

Knowledge is an attribute common both to the angels and man. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

The devil and his angels know that there is a God, that Jesus is the 
Son of God, and that an eternal doom awaits them., &Iatt. 8:29; 
James 2: 19 

The knowledge of the .holy angels is great. They place their great 
intelligence into the service of the Christian Church. Eph. 3: 10,fl; 
Hebrews 1: 14. 

The heathen know that God demands perfect obedience to His Law 
and that He will punish all those who transgress His Law. Rom. 2: 15 

We Christians &zcw that we are made righteous only through faith 
in Jesus as our Savior, and not by the deeds of the Law. Gal. 2: 16 

ONLY God is all-knowing. God alone possesses the ab,solute and perfect 
knowledge. God knows- 

A. 

B. 

ALL things. I John 3:20; John 21:17; 16:30; Heb. 4: 13 

1. the past. John 4:18; John 1:48 

2. the future. I Sam. 23:12; Matt. 11:23; Mark 14:30 

ALL men. Ps. 33:13; Jer. 23:24; I Pet. 3:12; 2 Tim. 2: 19 

1. their thoughts. Ps. 139:2; I Kings 8:39; Jer. 17:lO; Matt. 9:4; 
John 2:25; Acts 1:24; 15:8. Compare also Acts 5:1-10 

2. their words. Ps. l39:4 

3. their deeds, works, and ways. Ps. 139:2,3; Ps. 33:15; Josh. 7; 
Ps. 1:6 

How did we acquire the knowledge which we possess? Look up the 
following Bible references (I Sam. 16:7; Matt.’ 6:1-5; 23:27,28) and 
then discuss the statement, “Man looks at things; God sees through them.” 

God alone knows all future events. (e.g., the Last Day, Mark 13: 32) 
God also knows what is in store for every man; every man’s future lies 
as an open book before God. And this is God’s right alone to know 
the future! 

A. All those who consult fortune tellers, astrologers, etc., transfer God’s 
glory to men and devils. What happened to such in the Old Testa- 
ment? Lev. 20:6,27; Deut. 18: 9 ff. 

B. God has bound us to Hi.s Word! I Tim. 6:3-5; Jer. 23:16 
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V We Christians, because of our sinful flesh, often forget that our God 
is the all-knowing God. How? Read Ps. 139:1-4 

VI The Scriptural truth that God is all-knowing, should fill our hearts 
with great comfort. 
A. He knows when we are truly sorry for our sins and tremble at His 

Word. Is. 66: 2 Compare also Hymn 3 18 

B. He knows when we are in difficulty and distress. Exodus 3: 7 

C. He knows our physical needs. Matt. 6:32 

D. He knows the righteousness of our cause when the enemies of the 
truth spread wicked lies about us. I Pet. 3: 12 

E. He knows what we need and what serves our salvation; and He knows 
the proper time and the right means to help us! Ps. 34: 17-22; Is. 65:24 
Matt. 10:28-3 1. Compare also Hymn 5 18, v. 4. 

F. Can you make some additions to the above list? 

Where‘ I am and whut I do, 
God my Father sees me too. M.L.N. 
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