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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the his of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true risible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there muy be others 
unknown to Gs who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true risible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may 
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
Ind to expose modern philosophical thought 
und the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as rign, 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which mav create a wrong impression, 



A THANKSGIVING PRAYER 

ymns of all glory and of praise; 

A s we behold Thy gifts of love, 

N ew blessings come from heaven above. 

K eep us with Thine almighty arm 

S ecure from worry and from harm. 

1 G rtltrimls: ana tnfgljtg BrruPrPign Err& 

I n all Thy goodness be adored; 

V ouchsafe to us Thy harvest store, 

nspire us that we seek Thee more. 

N ow and throughout eternity, 

rant us true peace and unity! Amen. 

O.W.S. 
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AN INVITATION 
Within recent years certain pastors and laymen have 

felt themselves bound by conscience on the basis of Romans 
16, 17.18 and other pertinent passages of Holy Write to 
sever their connections with congregations and synods of 
the Synodical Conference. To all such we, of the Concordia 
Lutheran Conference, extend a cordial invitation to meet 
with us in a free conference at a time and place to be mutual- 
ly agreed upon. 

Our purpose, under God, in initiating such a confer- 
ence is to determine after thorough discussion whether or 
not we can recognize one another as brethren fully united 
in the faith. Accordingly, this meeti.ng would be open to 
all who give indication that they: 

1. Accept all the canonical books of the Old and New 
Testament as the plenary inerrant, verballv in- 
spired Word of God; 

c 

2. Embrace and confess the Svmbolical Books of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church as comprised in the 
Book of Concord of 1580 A.D.; 

3. Join us in the unreserved acceptance and endorse- 
ment of the Brief Statement of 1932; 

4. Reject the new and false concepts of such doctrines 
as unionism and syncretism, church- and selective- 
and prayer-fellowship, separatism, the Church and 
Ministry, and marriage and engagement, as set forth 
in such un-Scriptural documents as A Statem.ent of 
1945, the Common Confession of 1950, United Testi- 
mony of Faith and Life of 1952, which have sorely 
disrupted the Lutheran Church during recent years; 

5. Are in agreement also regarding correct teaching 
and practice in such. matters as the scope of the 
church’s work, church financing, the lodges, Scout- 
ing, the modern dance, etc., in which matters there 
is wide-spread disagreement among Lutherans of 
our times. 

Any and all who would be interested in a,ttending such 

a free conference are kindly requested to make their wishes 
known to our Committee o:n Lutheran Union, Vice-Presi- 
dent E. L. Mehlberg, Chairman, 3213 N. 45th Street, l&l- 
waukee, Wisconsin. 
November, 1958 H. David Mensing, President ._ 
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The life of a Christian may well 
be compared to a ship on the sea which 
is tossed to and fro by the winds and 
waves during a storm. Daily we 
Christians are beset by the storms 
of adversity. Because of these con- 
stant assailments our hearts are very 
often filled with unrest. The Psalm- 
ist tells us by inspiration how to se- 
cure a restful and peaceful heart. He 

says, “I will lift up mine eyes unto 
the MS, from whence cometh my 
Mp.” The Psalmist confesses that he 
stands in need of help and assistance. 
And he also states that this help does 
not come from any visible mountains, 
rather, “My help cometb from the 
Lord.” David does not run to others, 
he does not look to his wealth; he 
looks to the Lord who is a very present 
help in the time of trouble. So also 
we in all tribulation, persecution, and 
adversity should not seek help from 
ourselves or the world, but should 
seek our help from the Lord God. 
Our trust and confidence in the Lord 
is not in vain, for He is the almighty 
and all-powerful God. 

rflUy betp cometh from the Lord, 
which made heaven and earth,.” The 
entire world was created by the Lord. 
He not only creates life, but He also 
sustains and preserves it with the neces- 
sities of life. This is not only a mani- 
festation of God’s power, but also of 
His love. His great love prompts Him 
to give us such wonderful physical 
and temporal bless.ings. Yet, the Lord 
has shown us His unending love in a 
far greater measure. When all man- 

kind fell in Adam’s fall and became 
the enemy of God, God’s love did 
not come to an end, but He had mercy 
upon lost and condemned mankind 
and sent Jesus, His only begotten Son, 
into the world to suffer and die in 
the stead of mankind. “For God so 
loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” (John 3: 16) 
What glorious spiritual blessings are 
ours : the forgiveness of sins, faith, 
righteousness, happiness and peace of 
heart, and the promise of an everlast- 
ing life with Jesus in the joys of 
heaven! 

The Lord also promises us His 
gracious protection. CrHe will not suf- 
fer thy foot to be moved: be that 
keepetb thee will not slumber.” Our 
flesh tells us that the Lord has for- 
saken us, especially when we exper- 
ience persecution, hatred, and shame. 
That we Christians experience such 
persecution is foretold in God’s 
Word. “All that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution,” 
writes the Apostle Paul to Timothy 
(2 Tim. 3112). But in all these things 
we have this beautiful promise that 
the Lord will not allow us to, fall; He 
is constantly watching over us. “Be- 
bold, be thnt keepetb IsrdeC shall 

neih slumber nor sleep.” The history 
of the children of Israel shows us 
how the Lord guided and protected 
them. 0 how comforting for us to 
know that the all-seeing eye of the 
Lord is ever upon us. For daily we 
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have the temptations of the dev:!, the 
world, and our flesh with which to 
contend. There are so many dangers 
of body and soul. If the Lord did not 
watch over us, what a sad and woeful 
condition we would be in! 

David gives a further description 
of the Lord’s protection. rrTbe Lord 
is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade 
upon thy right hand.” In the daily 
performance of our duties we are 
often beset by many dangers, yet, 
our hearts can rest quietly and con- 
fidently in the Lord who keeps and 
protects us in all our ways. rrTb.e sun 
shall not smite thee by day, nor the 
moon by night.” In certain countries 
the light of the moon is very danger- 
OUS, having the same effect upon a 
person as the sun. As the body is 
weakened by intense heat, so also the 
devil attempts to weaken and wear 
down the resistance of the Christians. 
But the Psalmist comfortingly assures 
us, rrTbe Lord shall preserve thee from 
all evil: be shall preserve thy soul.” 
We Christians are thus protected from 
every kind of evil. Our souls, yea, 
our entire lives, rest securely in the 
shadow of the eternal love of the 
heavenly Father. ‘?Tbe Lord shall pre- 
serve thy going out and thy coming 
in from this time forth, and even for 
evermore.” The believer’s whole life 
is protected in time and eternity. Let 
us, never lose courage when the way 
seems to be filled with obstacles and 
hinderances, but relying on the merci- 
f ul promises of our dear Savior’s 
Word, continue to fight the ~ZYY~ 
fight of faith until our end. M.L.N. 

--B-1-.---11----1 

CHRISTIAN CHURCHES ? ? 

What kind of impression do many 
Yhristian” churches make upon the 

J ews? The answer comes from Harry 
Golden, a Jew, in an interview with 
a Life correspondent. He says, “If 
I were faced with the decision my 
ancestors faced-become a Christian 
or die-1 would pick a church fast. 
There is nothing to offend me in the 
modern church. The minister gives 
a sermon on juvenile delinquency one 
week, reviews a movie next week, then 
everyone goes downstairs and plays 
bingo. The first part of a church 
they build nowadays is the kitchen. 
Five hundred years from now people 
will dig up these churches, find the 
steam tables and wonder what kind 
of sacrifices we performed.” (Life 
Magazine, Oct. 6, 1958) 

Here we have the testimony of a 
Jew who very vividly tells of the de- 
plorable condition which exists in ex- 
ternal Christendom. There is much 
truth in Larry Golden’s sarcastic 
h umor. Sound Biblical preaching has, 
for the most part, become a thing of 
the past. Moralizing lectures inter- 
woven with the proper amount of 
humor are the sermons preached from 
the pulpits of so-called Christian 
churches and their various social af- 
fairs generally serve as chief attrac- 
tions. 

May God ever preserve unto us 
unworthy sinners His pure Word, so 
that we may always allow it to shine 
forth radiantly in this error and sin 
benighted world for His glory and 
the salvation of many souls! M.L.N. 
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Remans 16:17: Now I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them which cause di- 
visions and of fences contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned; and 
dvoid them. 

As dangerous an error it also is 
when one thinks that the visible Lu- 
theran church is the church outside 
of which there is no salvation, and 
that only the so-called Lutherans will 
be saved, still it is just as erroneous 
when one, on the contrary, believes 
that since many people are saved who 
are not members of the visible Lu- 
theran church, therefore it makes no 
difference to which visible church 
one belongs; whoever finds himself 
in a false-teaching church, he can 
without any danger to his soul remain 
in it and whoever belongs t,o a true- 
teaching Lutheran church, can with- 
out any danger to h!.s soul again 
leave it and exchange it for another. 

Indeed, it is true: the true church 
is really invisible and is scattered 
over the entire earth. But this belief 
should and can in no way mislead 
us to quit the true-teaching visible 
church or to consider fellowship with 
it to be a small thing and a matter 
of indifference. For just those, who 
wish to belong to, the invisible Church, 
have the holy duty to seperate them- 
selves from all such who falsify God’s 
Word and stubbornly remain in their 
errors. 

If we go back to the church of 
Adam and follow the entire histor;r 
of the church from beginning untl 

the last Apostle, the holy Evangelist 
John, we find that the true-teaching 
Christians always separated themselves 
by God’s command from those who 
held to false teaching, and when 
those who held to true teaching finally 
permitted themselves to be enticed 
into the fellowship of those who 
taught falsely, that God not only 
disapproved of this but that He always 
punished this with severe judgments. 

Cain had hardly established his 
false worship when the true-teaching 
church of Adam separated from his 
church and Cain had to depart with 
those who supported his cause. Later 
on at the time of Noah when the 
children of God joined themselves 
to the children of men, that is, to 
those who had forsaken the pure 
Word of God, then the Church suf- 
fered such great distress, that God 
had to destroy the entire remaining 
world in order to preserve Noah’s 
true-teaching church. When later on 
the true-teaching church of Shem up 
to Abraham’s family had become 
fused together and false worship had 
sprung LIP everywhere, then Abraham 
finally received the definite command 
to depart from the false church, to 
which also his father belonged. And 
now what else was the entire leading 
of the Children of Israel but the 
constant endeavor of God to keep 
the true-teaching church of Israel 
separated from all false churches in 
th.e world and to keep it pure? What 
else were all the sermons of the holy 
prophets of the old Covenant than 
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continual admonitions for Isarel to 
keep themselves strictly separate from 
all those who set up false worship? 

And if we go farther into the New 
Testament, is not this again full of 
divine commands that the true-teach- 
ing Christians should separate them- 
selves from those who taught falsely? 
In the first place, Christ Himself 
says: “Beware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravening wolves.” 
But can that one say that he keeps 
himself on the lookout against false 
prophets, when he even has fellowship 
with the factions which they have 
created? Christ furthermore says: 
“Then if any man shall say unto 
you, Lo, here is Christ, or, there; 
believe it not. For there shall arise 
false Christs, and false prophets, and 
shall shew great signs and wonders; 
insomuch that, if it were possihIe, 
they shall deceive the very elect. Be- 
hold, I have told you before. Where- 
fore if they shall say unto you, Be- 
hold, he is in the desert; go not forth: 

behold, he is in the secret chambers; 
believe it not.” Moreover, the ho,ly 
Apostle Paul writes: “Now I beseech 
you, brethren, mark them which 
cause divisions an.d of fences contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned; 
and avoid them.” From this we zee 
that God clearly forbids the true- 
teaching Christians to enter into 
fellowship with those who teach false 
doctrine. Whoever does so, he thereby 
sins against the clear command of the 
Lord, and whoever does so inten- 
tionally, he thereby commits a grievous 
sin, yes, a sin whereby he ceases to 
be a Christian. 

(Mel.: Lord Jesus Christ, with us 
Abide) 

The haughty spirits, Lord, restrain 
Who o’er Thy Church with might 

would reign 
And always set forth somethng new, 
Devised to change Thy doctrine true. 
Amen. (Lutheran Hymnal: 292) 

Taegliche Hausandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 
Translattd by E.L.M. 

The Place of The Christian Woman in the Church and Home 
essay delivered by M. 1. Natterer at the 

Eighth Annual Convention of the Conlordia Lutheran Conference 

III 

What shall we then say about the convention in Buffalo, New York, 
mother who practices some kind of Rev. Burke, the bishop of Buffalo, 
birth control? It is interesting to note referred to those who advocate such 
how some of the other denominations practices, as “Followers of the devil.” 
answer this question. The Roman An.d again, “These erotic human 
Catholic Church forbids her members beings live to learn a lesson-that it 
to practice artificial birth control, but is better to have a cradle in the house 
advocates the so-called “Rhythm than a coffin, better to have six child- 
Method.” In their recent family-life ren than one cancer, better to have 
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I2 children than a young mother to 
become psychotic or neurotic and have 
to spend the rest of her days in an 
asylum for the insane.” The vast 
majority of Protestant denominations 
have supported the birth control 
movement as a method of keeping 
family size in line with ability to 
provide. Dr. William Lipphard, Edi- 
tor of Missions Magazine, the official 
Baptist publication, writes, “No 
parish Baptist church and no ecclesi- 
astical convention of Baptists has 
ever by resolution expresesd approval 
or disapproval of birth control or 
planned parenthood. Even if it had, 
such resolution would not be binding 
on any Baptist. Most Baptists would 
resent and repudiate any such resolu- 
tion as an unwarranted intrusion into 
the private life of husband and wife.” 
The Method’sts answer in a similar 
way, “The general conference of the 
Methodist church has never made an 
official pronouncement on birth con- 
trol . . . the spacing of children, the 
health of parents and adequate econ- 
omic support are factors to be con- 
sidered.” (Dr. Ralph W. Sockman) 
The Presbyterian church answers, “The 
Presb,yterian church does not legislate 
for its people on personal moral is- 
SLIS:. Nothing in the church’s teach- 
ing, however, can be construed as 
forbiddin? an intelligent, conservative 
and unselfish employment of birth 
control. Th e commandment of God 
to our first parents, “Be fruitful and 
multiply,” was given at a time when 

the world was underpopulated. Pres- 

byterians do not believe this precept 

is relevant today when overpopulation 

in many areas produces hunger and 
f amine.” (Dr. John S. Bonnell) Dr. 
Norman Pittenger, professor at Gen- 
eral Theological Seminary, speaking 
in behalf of the Episcopalian church, 

says, “The Anglican communion h.as 
spoken, through its conference of 
bishops at Lambeth, on birth control, 
saying that when practiced without 
selfish motives it is permissible. There 
has been much discussion of the “moral 
theology” of contraception, but no 
more clearly defined position has yet 
been taken.” And, finally, to quote 
one more, the American Lutheran 
Conference recently stated through its 
Commission on Social Relations, “The 
means which a married pair uses to 
determine the number and the spac- 
ing of the births of their children 
are a matter for them to decide with 
the:r own consciences, on the basis 
of competent medical authority and 
in the sense of accountability to God. 
No moral merit or demerit can be at- 
tached to any of the med’cally ap- 
prove4 methods for controlling the 
number or spacing of children. Wheth- 
er the means used are those labeled 
‘natural’ or ‘artific’al’ is of far less 
importance than the spirit in which 
these means are used. Continence in 
the marriage relationship, when its 
sole purpose is the selfish avoidance 
of pregnancy, is equally as wrong as 
in the use of contraception toward thys 
same selfish goal. An overabundant 
production of children without re- 
gard to the responsibilities involved 

may be as sinful and selfish as is the 

complete avoidance of parenthood.” 

It is not what the church may legis- 
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late which should govern the Chris- 
tian mother’s attitude as far as birth 
control is concerned, but for her the 
question of paramount importance 
must always be: What saith the Lord 
in His Word ? In the Scriptures we 
note the following principles basic to 
the subject: 1) Children are the graci- 
ous gifts of God (Ps. 127:3-6; Ps. 
128) ; 2) Children are not to be 
despised (Matt. 18: 10) ; 3) God not 
only grants children but He also with- 
holds them (Job 1:21; Gen. 20: 18; 
25:21; 30:2). Keepin,g these Scrip- 
tural principles in mind the Christian 
mother will realize that one of the 
purposes of her marriage is the pro- 
creation of children and therefore she 
will also rejoice with every child that 
the Lord grants her whether it be few 
or many. Sh e will not make the ad- 
vice and counsel of worldly-minded 
people her guide, but will continually 
look to the Word of God which is a 
lamp unto her feet and a light unto 
her path. (Ps. 1 lo: 105) She will not 
heed the talk of those who claim that 
if no birth control is practiced, the 
world is doomed to disaster. Such is 
the talk of Julian Huxley, who writes 
in his introduction to Robert Cook’s 
book, “Human Fertility: The M’od- 
em Dilemma,” “We need a positive 
population policy for the world as a 
whole and for each of the nations in 
it. Such a population policy will be 
in the highest degree moral, in stress- 
ing the wickedness of allowing future 
generations to be born in increasing 
misery and permitting the entire 

human race to suffer genetic degener- 

ation. It will regard population 

health. as a part of general health, 
and family planning and birth control 
as indispensable.” The Christian 
mother will realize that since it is the 
L,ord who grants her children, it is 
the Lord who will take care of them 
by providing them with everything 
they need to support this body and 
life. Here, too, the words of Solomon 
apply, “Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding.” (Prov. 3: 5) Due 
thankfulness to the Lord for the 
children which the Lord has granted 
her, will also prompt the Christian 
m.other to follow the example of Lois 
and Eunice, the grandmother and 
mother of Timothy, who in his early 
years was trained and nurtured by 
them in the Word of God, so that the 
Apostle Paul later could write to him 
of this and say, “From a child thou 
hast known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation thru faith which is in Christ 

J ems.” (2 Tim. 3:15) Yes, she will 
assist her husband in bringing the 
children up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord by bringing them to 
Jesus in Holy Baptism and by con- 
stantly impressing upon their hearts 
that they are only strangers and pil- 
grims here and that they should always 
fix their gaze on the eternal blessed- 
ness which a.waits them in heaven with 
Jesus their Savior. (To be continued) 

-M.L.N. 
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OLD FASHIONED ? 
The true Lutheran Church has often 

been labeled “old-fashioned” and “too 
strict” also because of its Scriptural 
stand that the &zce of the mother is 
in the home. We are told that no 
“educated” person of today really 
holds to this ‘rol.d-fashioned” Biblical 
teaching. 

Such people had better take a 
second look around. It is probably 
quite a shock to them to read what 
Ashley Montagu has written recently 
on “The Triumph and Tragedy of 
the American Woman,” in the Satur- 
day Review. Listen to what he says 
on working mothers. “I put it as an 
axiom that no Twoman with a husband 
and small children can hold a full- 
time job and be a good homemaker at 
one and the same time.” While, of 
course, we 
faith upon 
this world, 
ing to note 

. 

Christians do not base our 
the teachings of a man of 
nevertheless, it is interest- 
how his observations in this 

respect give evidence to the truth of 
God’s Word. 

The so-called problem of the full- 
time working mother has been settled 
once and for all in the infallible Word 
of God. Therefore, when the Apostle 
Paul tells Titus that he should teach 
the young mothers to be “keepers at 
home” (2:5), that is the inspired Word 
of God by which every true Christian 
mother also in our day will want to 
abide. 

-M.L.N. 

THE SCRIPTURAL POSITION 

with regard to 

CHURCH and STATE 

Although both Church and State 
are ordinances of God, they must not 
be mingled into one another. Church 
and State have entirely different aims. 
By the Church, God purposes to save 
men, whence the Church is called the 
“mother” of believers, Gal. 4126. By 
the State, God purposes to maintain 
external order among men, “that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceful life in 
all godliness and honesty,” 1 Tim. 
2:2. In like manner, the means which 
Church and State employ t,o gain 
their ends are entirely different. The 
Church may not employ any other 
means than the preaching of the Word 
of God; s,he detests., in particular, all 
external force and coercion, in ac- 
cordance with the saying of Christ 
to Peter, when the latter had drawn 
the sword: “Put up thy sword into 
the sheath,” John 18: 11, and to Pilate: 
“My kingdom is not of this. world: 
if my kingdom were of this world, 
then would my servants fight, that I 
should not be delivered to the Jews: 
but now is my kingdom not from 
h ence,” John 18:36. On the other 
hand, the State makes laws bearing 
on civil life, and rightly employs for 
their execution also the sword and 
other corporal punishments, as is writ- 
ten Rom. 13:4: “He,” i.e., the govern- 
men t, “beareth not the sword in vain.” 

Accordingly, we reject with all our 
heart the practice of those who desire 
to s.ee the power of the State em- 
ployed Yn the interest of the Church,” 
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and who thus make the Church a 
secular kingdom, to the great detri- 
ment of the Church. We likewise re- 
ject the foolish attempts of those who 
would make the State a church, by 
striving to govern the State by the 
Word of God, instead of ruling it 
by external, civil laws, when it is 
known that only Christians can be 
governed by the Word of God. 

-M.L.N. 

PaPE PIUS XIB 
In a plain bedroom at Caste1 Gan- 

dolf’o, his summer residence near 
Rome, Pope Pius XII died on October 
16, 1958. His real name was Don 
Eugenio Pacelli, the son of Philippo 
Pacelli and his wife, the former Vir- 
ginia Graziosi. He was officially made 
the Pope on March 12, 1939, having 
been the first man in 300 years elected 
Pope on the first day of balloting. 
For almost 20 years he had erroneous- 
ly posed as the vicegerent of Christ, 
the successor of St. Peter, the visible 
head of the church on earth, the in- 
fallible teacher of all Christendom. 
Exceptional publicity has been given 
to the Pope’s last illness, death, and 
burial. During his illness the Rom- 
anists prayed for his recovery until it 
became obvious. that his death was 
imminent. After the Pope had been 

officially proclaimed dead, the 9 days 
of mourning followed culminating in 
his burial which was accompanied by 
the rich pageantry and pomp so char- 
acteristic of the Roman Church. 
High tributes were paid to Pius XII 
by prominent individuals from all over 
the world-Roman Catholic as well as 
co-called Pro testan ts. Even our Presi- 
dent sent his personal representatives 
to attend the Pope’s funeral. 

Although this Pope was seemingly 
more mild-mannered than many of his 
predecessors, he held to the same old 
heresies, even adding some new ones. 
On Nov. 1, 1950 he officially pro- 
claimed the Assumption of the Virgin 
mry to be a dogma of the Church, 
saying, “We, by the authority of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed 
Apostles Peter and Paul, and Our 
Own, pronounce, declare and define 
it to be a dogma divinely revealed, 
that the Immaculate Mother of God, 
the ever Virgin Mary, when the course 
of her earthly life was run, was as- 
sumed in body and in soul to heaven- 
ly glory. Therefore, if anyone, which 
God forbid, shall willingly dare either 
to deny or to call into question what 
has been defined by Us, let him know 
that he has utterly abandoned divine 
and Catholic faith.” 

During one of his last illnesses it 
was reported from the Vatican that 
the Roman Pontiff was granted a 
personal vision of Christ. It is also 
claimed that in the first year of the 
Pope’s reign (1939) the grave of the 
Apostle Peter had been found. The 
bones which were found in his grave 

were supposed to match the skull kept 

-172- 



above the altar of the Church of St. 
John Lateran. (According to tradition 
the Apostle Peter was crucifed head- 
downward, decapitated, and buried) . 
The Pope was buried next to the 
alleged grave of the Apostle Peter 
in accordance with his wish. Pope 
Pius X (1903 to 1914) and Mother 
Frances Xavier Cabrini (an American 
nun) were also canonized during the 
Pope’s reign, i.e., that the faithful are 
permitted to venerate them and re- 
quired to believe that they are in 
heaven and have strong powers of 
intercession. 

Every Brble student knows that 
such teachings of the Roman Church 
are contrary to the Word of God. 
While we certainly honor and respect 
Mary as the Mother of our dear 
Savior, we do not pray to her. To 
do so is idolatry. “Thou shalt worship 
the Lord, thy God, and Him only 
shalt thou serve.” (Matt. 4: 10) “For 
there is one God and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ 

J esus.” (I Tim. 2:5) And accord- 
ing to the Scriptures, all who believe 
in Jesus Christ as their Savior are 
snints in the eyes of the Lord. (Eph. 
1:l; 2: 19-22; 5:26,27; Phil. 1: 1; 
Cal. 1:2) 

In view of this Pope Pius XII again 
has proven, in line with his predeces- 
sors, that the Roman Papacy is indeed 
the Antichrist prophesied in Holy 
Scripture, “Who opposeth and exalt- 
eth himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshipped; so that 
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God . . . 
whom the Lord shall consume with 
the spirit of His mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of .His 
coming: even him, whose coming is 
after the working of Satan with all 
power and signs and lying wonders, 
and with all deceivableness of unright- 
eousness in them that perish; because 
they received not the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved.” (2 
Thess. 2:4-10) -M.L.N. 

By Catholics 
J. Audin: “Luther’s translation of 

the Bible is a noble monument 
of literature. (In it are) evidence 
of genius and expressions as natural, 
as beautiful, and melodious as in 
the original language.” 

J B . ossuet: rcLuther is the lightning 
which has aroused the wo,rld from 
its lethargy: it was not so much 
Luther that spoke as God, whose 
lightnings burst from his lips.” 

D. Erasmus: “The fact that Luther’s 

J* 

character is so upright that even 
his enemies find nothing to slander 
in it, must considerably prejudice 
us in his favor.” 
Michelet : “It is not incorrect to 

s,ay that Luther has been the re- 
storer of liberty in modern times.” 

By non.-Catholics: 
H. Boehmer : “Even regarded purely 

as an intellectual character, Luther 
was a phenomenon that has no 
equal.” 

A. Bower: ” (In Luther) we discern 
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no step taken for the gratification 
of personal advantage. All is dis- 
interested and zealous, all is promp- 
ted by an anxiety to understand and 
promulgate the Word of God.” 

J. Hare: “The more one knows of 
Luther, the grander he becomes, 
the more, too, he wins not merely 
reverence, but love.” 

T. Lindsay: “Luther occasioned the 
greatest revolution which Western 
Europe has ever seen, and he ruled 
it till his death. History shows no 
kinglier man than this Thuringian 
miner’s son.” 

L. Ranks: “Luther gave to German 
literature the character by which 
it has been distinguished ever since: 
thorough investigation, depth of 
thought, and bold attack of error.” 

P. Smith: “We must all admit that 
the Saxon reformer was one of 
the gre.atest of the sons of men. 
His brain was the most active, his 
heart the most passionately earnest, 
his will the most indomitable.” 

P. Brooks: “All human progress 
must remember Martin Luther.” 

J. Bryce: “The Reformation erected 
the standard of civil as well as re- 
ligious liberty.” 

-Selected by O.W.S. 

REFORMATION & ANNIVERSARY 

SUNDAY at 

WILMOT, SOUTH DAKOTA 

S,unda y, November 2, 1958, was 
a memorable occasion for the mem- 
bers of St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 

at Wilmot, S. D. Three noteworthy 
events were observed in a special ser- 
vice of praise and thanksgiving. 

First, this service took note o,f the 
glorious work of the Reformation 
through Martin Luther and the 441st 
anniversary of the nailing of the 
95 Theses to the door of the Castle 
Church in Wittenberg, Germany. Re- 
calling the significance of this great 
event, the members sang the battle 
hymn of the Reformation, “A Mighty 
Fortress is our God.” 

At the same time the congregation 
observed the 7th anniversary of the 
founding of St. Stephen’s Lutheran 
Church and the 6th anniversary of 
the dedication of its church building. 
The former event occured on Nov. 2, 
1951; the latter on Nov. 2, 1952. 
To praise God for His rich spiritual 
blessings upon them the members 
sang hymn 638: “In Loud, Exalted 
Strains The King of Glory Praise.” 

Pastor 0. W. Schaefer delivered 
the festival sermon on the topic: 
“Stand Fast in the Liberty of Christ,” 
basing his remarks on Gal. 5, i. He 
pointed out in what this liberty con- 
sists, how it is being threatened in 
these latter times, and what Christians 
under God must do to uphold and 
preserve it. 

As the members of St. Stephen’s 
returned to their homes, this fervent 
prayer flowed from humble and grate- 
ful hearts: “The Lord our God be 
with us, as He was with our fathers; 
let Him not leave us nor forsake us, 
that He may incline our hearts unto 
I-Eim to walk in all His ways!” 1 Kings 
8, 57-58. -0.w.s. 
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HUMILITY 

I Humility is a beautiful characteristic of the true Christian. 

A. It reveals itself outwardly in word and deed. 

B. It is especially, however, a condition of the heart. 

1. The outward appearance may seem ever so humble, yet, the heart 
may be conceited and proud. 

2. True humility of the heart consists in: 

a. Sincerely acknowledging that we are sinners. Luke 18: 13; I John ’ 
1:8-l@ Rom. 7:18 

b. Clinging to Jesus our Savior in true faith. John 3: 16 

c. Submitting to every Word of God. I Sam. 3 :9; Ex. 19:B; I Tim. 
6:3,4; John 8:31 

d. Not exalting ourselves above one another. Phil. 2:s; Rom. 12:3,16 

e. Not desiring the honor of men like the Pharisees. Luke 14: l-14; 
Matt. 23: 5-12 

C. The great spiritual privileges- the Full Truth of God’s Word-which 
we enjoy, should not cause us to exalt ourselves over the heterodox 
and the unbelievers, but should rather serve to humble us. For, but 
by the grace of God, we too, would be unbelievers. I Cor. 15: 10; Eph. 
2:8,9; 2 Tim. 1:9. Hymn 417 

D. Whoever is proud actually sins 

1. we are not to rely on ourselves 
3:5 

against the First Commandment. 

and our own gifts. Jer. 17:5; 2 Cor. 

2. Proud men who exalt themselves are rivals with God. I Cor. 4:7 

E. The following must be especially careful not to exalt themselves: 

1. The rich over the poor in the congregation. Hag. 2:8; Deut. 8: 18; 
I Tim. 6: 17-19 

2. The pastors and teachers in the Church. Matt. 23: 8 

3. The children over the parents and the wives over the husbands. 
Luke 2:51; Eph. 6:l;. I Pet. 5:5; Eph. 5:22 

F. There is also a false humility. Ahaz, Is. 7: 11,12. Give other exampies. 
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II Why should we strive to be humble? 

A. Because the Lord exhorts us to be humble. Zeph. 2:3; Micah 6:8; 
Eph. 4:2; Col. 3:12; Phil. 2:3; I Pet. 5:5,6 

B. Because the Lord. even sends us crosses for the purpose of rendering 
us humble, 2 Cor. 12:7; I Pet. 5:6 

C. Because of the many examples which the Lord has given us. 

1. The Lord Jesus Himself. Matt. 11:29; Phil. 2:8; John 13~4-17 

2. Abraham, Gen. 18:27; Jacob, Gen. 32: 10; Mary, Luke 1: 38; John 
the Baptist, John 1~27; David, Ps. 131:l; Paul, I Cor. 15:9; Isaiah, 
Is. 6:5 

3. Tell how Luther proved his humility. ’ 

D. Because humilty is well-pleasing unto the Lord and will be rewarded 
by Him. I Pet. 5:5,6; Prov. 3:34; Job 22:29; Luke 14:ll; Prov. 11:2 

LORD JESUS, KEEP US HUMBLE! 

--M.L.N. 
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