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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, and the 
Brief Statement of 1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true risible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true visible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may 
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we- 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophica thought 
und the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-calied “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which mav create a wrong impression. 



(The following invitation, which also appeared in the 
previous issue, was unanimously approved by the mem- 
ber congregations as well as by those congregations in 
fellowship with the Concordia Lutheran Conference.) 

Within recent years certain pastors and laymen have felt themselves bound 
by conscience on the basis of Romans 16, 17.8 and other pertinent passages 
of Holy Writ to sever their connections with congregations and synods of the 
Synodical Conference. To all such we, of the Concordia Lutheran Conference, 
extend a cordial invitation to meet with us in a free conference at a time and 
place to be mutually agreed upon., 

Our purpose, under God, in initiating such a conference is to determine 
after thorough discussion whether or not we can recognize one another as 
brethren fully united in the faith. Accordingly, this meeting would be open to 
all who give indication that they: 

1. Accept all the canonical books of the Old and New Testament as, the 
plenary inerrant, verbally inspired Word of God; 

2. Embrace and confess the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church as comprised in the Book of Concord of 1580 A.D.; 

3. Join us in the unreserved acceptance and endorsement of the Brief 
Statement of 1932; 

4, Reject the new and false concepts of such doctrines as unionis,m and 
syncretism, church- and selective- and prayer-fellowship, separatism, 
the Church and Ministry, and marriage and engagement, as set forth 
in such un-Scriptural documents as A Statement of 1945, the Common 
Confession of 1950, United Testimony of Faith and Life of 1952, 
which have sorely disrupted the Lutheran Church during recent years; 

5. Are in agreement also regarding. correct teaching and practice in such 
matters as the scope of the church’s work, church financing, the lodges, 
Scouting, the modern dance, etc., in which matters there is wide-spread 
disagreement among Lutherans of our times. 

Any and all who would be interested in attending such a free conference 
are kindly requested to make their wishes known to our Committee on Lutheran 
Union, Vice-President E. L. Mehlb erg, Chairman, 3213 N. 45th Street, Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin. 

November, 1958 H. David Mensing, President 
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The first four weeks of December 
are known as the Advent season. It 
is a very joyous season because it is 
a time of anxious waiting and expecta- 
tion as we look forward to that great 
day of rejoicing, the birthday of our 
dear Savior Jesus Christ. Already in 
the Old Testament the true believers 
eagerly awaited the arrival of the 
promised Messiah and based their 
hope on such prophecies as God gave 
them concerning the coming of His 
Son. One of these is the wonderful 
promise given to Abraham in Genesis 
22: 18: ?‘And in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed; be- 
cause thou hart obeyed my voice.” 

These words were spoken by God 
shortly after He had put Abraham 
to a severe test of faith, namely, when 
He commanded him to sacrifice his 
son Isaac. Without complaint and 
heeding that Word of God, Abraham 
made all the necessary preparations 
and was about to slay his son when 
God intervened and commended him 
highly for his strong faith and trust 
in Him. After this God told him, 
“In thy seed shall all the nations of 
the earth be blessed!” 

The word “seed” refers to the Seed 
of the woman prom:sed long before 
in Paradise, Gen. 3: 15. This Seed is 
He who should come to bruise the 
head of the serpent, who would con- 
quer the devil by His suffering and 
death on the cross. This Seed is none 
other than Christ Himself. In Gal. 
3: 16 Pad writes: “Now to Abraham 
and his seed were the promises made. 

fle saith not, and to seeds, as of 
many, but as of One, to thy Seed, 
which is Christ.” 

The Son of God is that Seed, the 
source of all blessings for time and for 
eternity. In Him alone there is salva- 
tion for all. On one occasion Jesus 
said, “Abraham rejoiced to see My 
day, and he saw it and was glad!” 
John 8:56. Did he see it? Yes, with 
the eyes of faith, in spirit he longed 
for and saw the Messiah, coming to 
save all mankind. Abraham knew that 
he was a lost sinner by nature, and 
yet he placed his sole trust in that 
promised Seed, and the Bible states, 
“Abraham believed God and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness.” 
Gal. 3 : 6. Here was his only comfort 
and hope on his journey through life 
to the heavenly Canaan. 

God’s promise to Abraham was a 
spiritual blessing. Many in the Old 
Testament did not recognize it as 
such. Even Israel as a nation lost sight 
of this truth. Through the years many 
associated the coming of the Messiah 
with the arrival of a temporal ruler 
who would throw off the yoke of op- 
pressio,n and restore earthly glory to 
the people. In this delusion such were 
hopelessly lost in that they did not 
evaluate the blessing correctly. The 
Seed of Abraham was to remove the 
barrier between God and man caused 
by sin. He was to restore the blessed 
estate from which Adam and Eve had 
fallen. He was to take the sting out 
of sin and death. 

Many today repeat the error of 
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Israel and are offended at the lowli- 
ness of the Babe of Bethlehem. These 
do not understand the significance of 
Old Testament prophecies and their 
glorious fulfillment in the newborn 
King, Jesus Christ. Unless these re- 
pent and accept the Lord in true 
faith, they will reap curse and punish- 
ment eternally instead of blessing. 

Abraham is a wonderful example 
for us all. He firmly believed God’s 
promise without seeing it materialize. 

How much more ought we in the time 
of fulfillment believe in the Savior, 
honor and serve Him all our days? 0 
that we might abide in Him always 
and truly appreciate the blessings 
which come to those who know and 
love the Messiah, their Advent-king! 
As we sing praises to the Child of 
Bethlehem, let us look forward to 
that great Day when we shall cele- 
brate an eternal Christmas in heaven! 

-o.w:s. 
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Genesis 3: 15. “I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and be- 
tween thy seed and her seed; it shall 
bruise thy bead, and thou shalt bruise 
his heel.” 

God had from eternity planned a 
way of salvation for fallen man, which 
he now revealed to fis enemy Satan, 
and to our first parents, the victims 
of Satan. He wove into the announce- 
ment of the punishment that was to 
fall upon each one of them a wonder- 
f 1 u promise concerning the Son, born 
of a woman, who was to crush the 
head of the serpent, Satan. First, God 
passed judgment upon His creature 
the serpent, because the devil had used 
it as his tool, just as we might break 
a sword or destroy some other article 
that had been the instrument of a 
crime. The serpent was thenceforth 
to be the most accursed of all crea- 
tures. Its shape was changed, and its 
habits, s,o that it is impossible for us 
to’ tell just what the breed of serpents 
here referred to looked like before 
the Fall. Then God spoke words that 

can refer only to the evil angel that 
had taken possession of the serpent: 
“I will put enmity between thee and 
the woman, and between thy seed and 
J?er seed; it shaE1 bruise thy bead, and. 
thou shall bruise his heel.” 

The “seed of the woman” means 
an individual person who was to be 
born of a woman, and of the woman 
only, so that we have, even here, a 
clear intimation. of the virgin birth 
of Ch.rist. The devil and his “seed,” 
his agents, were to succeed in bruising 
the heel of this Seed of the woman, 
referring to the tortures that they 
would inflict upon Jesus, though with- 
out destroying Him, since He rose 
again from the dead. And thereby 
the “seed of the woman” would bruise 
the head of the serpent, that is, destroy 
the power of the devil entirely and 
bring about his complete defeat in his 
war against God. 

Thus, God held out to Adam and 
Eve the promise of redemption and 
salvation from the death that their 
sins had earned. They were not cast 



down to hell and rejected forever, as 
Satan and his. angels had been, but 
were given a chance to repent of their 
sins and to return to God by faith in 
the Redeemer who was to come. So 
we read that Adam gave his wife the 
name “Eve,” which means “Life” or 
“the Living One,” because she was 
the mother of all living. She was not 
only the mother of the whole human 
race, but also of that Redeemer who 
is the Life of the world, and in whom 
is life eternal. 

But the way to life was not now 
to be the easy, pleasant road it would 
have been in Paradise, with the Tree 
of Life to nourish men and fit them 
for heaven. It was to be a narrow and 
hard road, a way of the cross, since 
only thus could men be brought to re- 
pent of their sins and to look with 
longing eyes for the salvation of God. 
Ev.e .was to be subject to her husband, 
and was to find that subjection burd- 
ensome; yes, even the blessed gift 
of children was to bring with it much 
pain and sorrow. Through sin all 
living things have become subject to 
corruption and death, so that the very 
purpose of living is at the same time 
the process of dying, and those things 
which bring the highest joy in life 
bear with them also the cruelest suffer- 
ing and pain. Not even the blessed 
virgin Mary, the one most highly 
favored among women, could be spared 
suffering, but a sword should pierce 
through her soul also. Adam, like- 
wise, was to find life in this world no 
pleasant task, passing from one stim- 
ulating, interesting duty to another, 
but a weary struggle with thorns and 

thistles, in much sweat and tears; and 
at the end of the road nothing but 
the dust of the earth to which he 
should return, leaving behind every- 
thing for which he had labored. And 
yet it was by this suffering and labor 
that God meant to discipline men, so 
that they would learn to see the sin- 
fulness of all disobedience to God and 
to look to Him for mercy and grace. 

Therefore, too, God drove Adam 
and Eve out of the Garden of Eden, 
barred the way to the Tree of Life, 
and made it impossible for them to 
gain life except through the redemp- 
tion He had planned and provided 
for them in the Seed of the woman, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Man’s sin lost 
him his state of innocence in beautiful 
Eden. God’s grace alone can now 
restore to him the righteousness he 
needs in order to dwell with God and 
attain immortality. So God lets men 
taste the bitter consequences of their 
sins in this life, in order that they 
may be driven to seek deliverance 
from them and to lend willing ears 
and hearts to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. This is the lesson of this third 
chapter of Genesis, a lesson which 
is repeated over and .over again 
throughout the Scriptures, so that we 
may call the whole Bible nothing but 
an extended commentary on the word; 
of our text. Only if we read the Bible 
in this light can we understand and 
appreciate the beautiful plicture that 
is painted for us in the last chapters 
of the New Testament, of the new 
heaven and the new earth, wherein is 
the tree of life and where “there 
shall be no more death, neither sor- 
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+, nor crying, neither shall there 
ilF%ny* frf007 pain: for the former 
things are passed away” (Rev. 21:4). 

May we all learn to know Jesus, 
the heaven-sent Savior, as our own 
Savior from sin, death and Satan, 
and to worship and praise Him with 
glad hearts all our days! 

Come, Desire of nations, come, 
Fix in us Thy bumble home; 
Rise, the woman’s conquering seed, 
Bruise in us the serpent,s bead. 
Adam’s likeness, Lord, efface; 
Stamp Thy liken,ess in its place; 
Oh, to all Thyself impart, 
Formed in each believing heart. 
Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new-born King. Amen. 

-by George 0. Lillegard, 
From Eden To Egypt. 

alp? rnrtrb !luikta rnabo mastf 
In our text the Word gets a new 

l-? 1' 1 .l name. Earlier m our cnapter tne 
evangelist called the Word God, then 
a Light which came into the world 
an d created the world and yet was not 
accepted by the world. Now he uses 
the term ‘rflesh.” He condescends to 
assume my flesh and blood, my body 
and soul. He does not become an 
angel or another magnificent creature; 
He becomes man. This is a token of 
God’s mercy to wretched human be- 
ings; the human heart cannot grasp 
or understand, let alone express it. 
However, we Christians can at least 
learn to prize and esteem these words; 
they were acknowledged and pre- 
served even in the papacy. Although 

the Antichrist in Rome and the devil 
frightfully mutilated and perverted 
all that is divine in the church, God 
never theless miraculously preserved 
Holy Scripture-even though it was 
darkened and dimmed under the 
pope’s accursed rule-and passed it 
down to our day. -Luther. 

Sweeter is n.e’er the bells’ ringing 
Than at the Christmas-time; 
‘Tis as if angels were singing, 
Once more of good-will sublime; 
Singing again as in yon blessed night, 
Singing again as in yon blessed night. 
Bells, with your holiest &me, 
Peal for all people and the time. 

Oh, when the bells are resounding, 
Quickly the Christ-Child bears, 
Down from the b4eavens high bounding, 
Lo, on the earth He appears; 
Blesses the father, the mother, the 

child, 
Blesses the father, the mother, the 

child. 
B$eEls, with your holiest chime, 
Peal for alI people and time. 

Sound with your harmonies swelling, 
Over the oceans wide, 
Ever and ev’ryone telling, 
Tidings of glad Christmas-tide; 
Ev’ry one joining the jubilant song, 
Ev’ry one joining the jubilant song. 
Bells, with your holiest chime, 
Peal for all people and time. 
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Galatians 5:9: A little leaven leaveneth 
the whole lump. 

That it is dangerous and ruinous 
to the soul for a Christian to join a 
sect which openly rejects God’s Word 
and denies all the sacred truths of the 
Christian faith, this every one, indeed, 
is able to understand who has on!y 
made the smallest beginning in Chris- 
tian knowledge. But if the errors of 
a sect are not so big and plain, then 
many think: what can they be harmed 
if they join. in with such who indeed 
still have the chief Christian doc- 
trines! 

Yes, many believe that since such 
erroristic communions often have a 
greater show of especial love, friend- 
liness, humility, meekness, and zeal, 
therefore they not only have no need 
to fear any harm in such fellowships, 
but even more blessing and edification 
than with the true-teaching Christians, 
where indeed the truth is frequently 
presented in a rather blunt manner 
and where hypocrites are often being 
exposed who are giving great and 
serious offenses. 

But with such thinking one only 
deceives oneself. Why does God’s 
Word in such countless passages and 
so earnestly warn against false doc- 
trine? VVhy else, than because it is so 
dangerous to the soul? Why does 
Christ Himself say to the Disciples: 
“Take heed and beware of the leaven 
of the Pharisees and of the Sa- 
d ucees”? Why else, than because even 
“a little” hypocritical, false “ten&- 

kg”, as Paul explains it by the Holy 
Spirit, as a leaven leaveneth the un- 
leavened lump of the pure and whole- 
some truth? Who desires to belong to 
the invisible Church of the elect, is 
it not his sacred duty, since he should 
certainly work out his salvation with 
fear and trembling, to flee false doc- 
trine and teachers as poison and pest? 

Nevertheless, there are not a few 
who think it is really acting against 
love, so strictly to reject all false 
teaching and teachers, and so strictly 
to sever oneself and to separate from 
all errorists; love requires joining to- 
gether, love requires union. But this, 
too, is nothing else than a miserable 
deception of man’s corrupt heart. Yes, 
according to God’s Word, love surely 
does require joining together, but 
what kind of a joining together? The 
holy Apostle does, indeed, call out to 
all Christians: “Endeavor to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace”, but what does he immediately 
add? ?‘One Lord, one f&h, one btip- 
tism!” And what kind of a love is that 
which acts contrary to God’s clear 
prohibition ? That is nothing else than 
a sham love, an empty illusion of love, 
a sinful, ungodly idolatrous love; for 
it places the love for men above the 
love for God, in other words, the sin- 
ful creature above the Most-Exalted- 
.One and Alone-Holy-One in heaven. 

0 ungodly alliance, 0 cursed union, 
which is built on a love that is only 
a pretense of love, but which has sacri- 
ficed God’s eternal truth, and has 
trampled under foot God’s eternal 



command! What good shall, what 
good can come from such love and 
unity? Far from it, for instead of the 
union of the true-preaching Chris- 
tians with the errorists being of help 
to the errorists, much rather are they 
and the entire Church only harmed 
thereby. 

.So long as the true-preaching Chris- 
tians still separate themselves from 
the errolrists, so long will their errors 
again and again really and effectively 
be rebuked, so that they either recog- 
nize their errors and put them aside 
or at least do not spread them farther 
and father. But if, finally, the true- 
preaching Christians join themselves 
together with the errorists, then the 
error&s through the fault of the true- 
teaching Christians become more and 
more indifferent toward their errors 
and the true-teaching Christians then 

become more and more indifferent 
toward their truth, and instead of the 
truth being victorious, error wins out 
and the truth is lost. Who travels on 
a wrong road, it is not showing him, 
love that one goes’ along with im, 
but rather that one not only warns 
him of his error, but also gives him 
proof of the seriousness of the warn- 
ing by the act of leaving him. 
0 gracious Lord, direct us, 
Thy doctrine pure defend, 
From heresies protect us, 
And for Thy Word contend, 
That we may praise Thee ever, 
0 God, with one accord 
And suy: The Lord, our S&or, 
Be evermore adored. Amen. 

(Lutheran Hymnal 544) 
Taegliche Hausandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 
Translated by ELM. 

The Place of The Christian Woman in the Church and Home 
essay delivered by M. 1. Natterer at the 

Eighth Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference 

IV 

The true Christian wife and mother 
will also give due heed to those warn- 
ings in the Holy Scriptures which tell 
her how not to b,e. She listens when 
her dear Lord tells her not to be con- 
tentious, jealous, and quick to become 
angry. The writer declares by inspir- 
ation, “It is better to dwell in the 
wilderness, than with a contentious and 
an angry woman.” (Prov. 21: 19) She 
will be careful not to be given over 
to gossip, like the younger widows 
concerning whom the Apostle Paul 
wrote, “And withal they learn t3 be 

idle, wandering about from house to 
house; and not only idle, but tattlers 
also and busybodies, speaking. things 
which they ought not.” (1 Tim. 5: 13) 
She will heed the admonition of the 
Apostle not to be excessively concerned 
about dress, “Whose adorning let it 
not be that outward adorning of plait- 
ing the hair, and of wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of apparel; but let 
it be the hidden man of the heart, in 
that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, 
which is in the sight of God of great 
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price.” (I Pet. 3:3,4) 

The attributes of a good wife and 
mother are very fittingly described in 
the last chapter of Proverbs, “Who 
can find a virtuous woman? for her 
price is far above rubies. The heart of 
her husband doth safely trust in her, 
so that he shall h ave no need of spoil. 
She will do him good and not evil 
all the days of her life. She seeketh 
wool, and flax, and worketh willingly 
with her hands. She is like the mer- 
chants’ ships; she bringeth her food 
from afat. She riseth also while it is 
yet night, and giveth meat to her 
household, and a portion to her maid- 
ens. She considereth a field, and buy 
eth it: with the fruit of her hands she 
planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her 
loins with strength, and strengtheneth 
her arms. She perceiveth that her mer- 
chandise is good: her candle goeth not 
out by night. She layeth her hands. to 
the spindle, and her hands hold the 
distaff. She stretcheth out her hand 
to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth 
her hands to the needy. She is not 
afraid of the snow for her household: 
for all her household are clothed with 
scarlet. She maketh herself coverings 
of tapestry; her clothing is silk and 
purple. Her husband is known in the 
gates, when he sitteth among the eld- 
ers of the land. She maketh fine linen, 
and selleth it; and delivereth girdles 
unto the merchant. Strength and hon- 
our are her clothing; and she shall 
rejoice in time to come. She openeth 
her mouth with wisdom; and in her 
tongue is the law of kindness. She 
looketh well to the ways of her house- 
hold, and eateth not the bread of idle- 

ness. Her children arise up, and call 
her blessed; her husband also, and 
he praiseth he r. Many daughters have 
done virtuously, but thou excellest 
them all. Favour is deceitful, and beau- 
ty is vain; but a woman that feareth 
the Lord, she shall be praised. Give 
her of the fruit of her hands; and 
let her own works praise her in the 
gates’.” (31: 10-31) And lest anyone 
ever think that the New Testament 
is at variance with the Old Testa- 
ment on this point, let us note what 
the Apostle Paul writes to Titus, “But 
speak thou the things which become 
sound doctrine . . . that they may 
teach the young women to be sober, to 
love their husbands, to love their 
children, to be discreet, chaste, keep- 
ers at home, good, obedient to their 
own husbands, that the word of God 
be not blasphemed.” (2: l-5) The 
Christian wife and mother who thus 
gives diligent heed to strive after the 
virtues with which the Scriptures char- 
acterise her, is truly like the CCwise 
woman who buildeth her house.” 
(Prov. 14: 1) 

We must very sadly acknowledge 
the deplorable fact that the tendency 
in our day is to take the wife and 
mother out of the rightful sphere into 
which God Himself has placed her. 
On the basis of the passages already 
quoted it is certainly not in harmony 
with the Word of God if a wife and 
mother by having employment neg- 
lects her Scriptural duties in the home. 
tt I will therefore that the younger 
women marry, bear children, guide the 
house, give none occasion to the ad- 
versary to speak reproachfully.” (1 

- 186- 



Tim. 5:14) 
The Bible gives us many examples 

of such pioNus wives and mothers. 
Think of Abigail who was faithful 
to her husband unto the end, (1 Sam. 
25) ; of Ruth, the Moabitess, and her 
tender characteristics; of the Virgin 
Mary and her humble submission to 
the Word of God, (Luke 1:38) . Such 
Christian wives and mothers are really 
a great prize and treasure in our day 
of gross materialism and sensuality. 
And those husbands and children 
whom the Lord has granted such faith- 
ful and pious wives and mothers can 
never thank and praise God sufficient- 
ly for His wonderful grace! 

(The End) M.L.N. 

SURVEY OF 
PASTORS’ 
SALARIES 

A Survey of Pastors’ Salaries, ac- 
cording to the August issue of the 
Milwnukee Lutheran, was conducted 
by the Department of the Church and 
Econom”c Life of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. This survey disclosed 
that the average cash income of clergy- 
men is $432.00 per year with the low- 
est salaries in New England and the 
highest income in the Southwest. It 
was observed that, because o.f low 
salaries, many Protestant pastors have 
been driven into debt and their wives 
have been forced to seek employment 
to supplement the family income. The 
survey also disclosed that the major- 
ity of ministers are homeless when 
they retire and are unable to provide 
adequate hous,ing for themselves.-Ed. 

(a monthly publication published and 
edited by a group of conservative MO. 

Synod pastors’) 

After many years the Confessional 
Lutheran has again made its appear- 
ance on the desk of the undersigned. 
Its appearance caused this writer to 
remember the great value and im- 
portance which he placed upon this 
periodical during his seminary days 
and in the early years of his ministry, 
and also the high esteem with which 
he regarded the men whose names 
still appear on the 2nd page of each 
issue comprising the editorial staff 
and the officers of the Confessional 
Lutheran Publicity Bureau. 

The voice of Truth and of forth- 
right testimony against error within 
the Missouri Synod and in heterodox 
Lutheranism in general still appears, 
at least on the surface, to be as strong 
as ever in the Confessional Lutheran. 
Something, however, is missing which 
may have been lost with the departure 
of the bold faced statements which 
once cons.istently appeared on the last 
page 0.f every issue: 
“The ‘Lutheran Witness’ must be re- 

stored as the voice of the Missouri 
Synod” 

“The errors of signers of the ‘Statement’ 
of the ‘44‘ must be rejected”’ 

“Evangelical Discipline must prevail 
within the Missouri Synod“ 

Perhaps the editors have concluded 
that such changes can no longer be 
brought about in the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod. 

Something is missing, and that 
which is missing is ACTION con- 
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sistent with the Scriptural Truths so 
clearly presented and the voice of the 
Lutheran Confessions so aptly quoted. 
The “Confessional Lutheran” men 
have the reputation for talking, ad- 
monishing, and exposing but never fol- 
lowing through with consistent action 
in concurence with their writings. 
Would that God would grant them 
necessary courage, strength, and bold- 
ness to follow the injunctions of the 
Scriptures which they so capably de- 
fend in their writings. 

Consistently, down through the 
years, the Confessional Lutheran has 
splendidly exposed unretracted error 
in the Misso.uri Synod. From their 
present articles the editors evidently 
regard the Missouri Synod as a hetero 
dox church body for in the October 
issue a plain doctrine of Scripture is 
mentioned as having been “officially 
scrapped” within the Missouri Synod. 
Yet, these men continue th.eir af fili- 
ation with this heterodox church body 
and are listed under its constituency. 
The chief editor of the Confessional 
Lutheran on September 4, 1956 even 
went so far as to, have the president 
of the Missouri Synod preach from 
his pulpit in spite of the fact that he 
had often exposed the Missouri Synod 
president in the Confessional Lutheran 
as tolerating and upholding error. 

In the recent issues (October and 
November) the Confessional Luth,- 
eran reveals how a Prof. at the Con- 
cordia Seminary in St. Louis, Mo., 
denies the resurrection of “the flesh” 
and of ‘Call” the dead, and denies that 
the Old Testament clearly teaches 
the resurrection of the dead. It also 

sets forth the Romanistic Doctrine 
of ordination and the ministry as held 
and taught by another St. Louis pro- 
fessor and the progress made by the 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 
toward joining the Lutheran World 
Federation, a rank unionistic o>rgan- 
ization. -Ed. 

Behold, God is my salvation; I 

will trust, and not be afraid; for the 

Lord JEHOVAH,is my Strength and 

my Song; He also is become my Salva- 

tion. Sing unto the Lord; for He 

hath done excellent things; this is 

known in all the earth. (Is. 12:2,5) 

BACK ISSUES 

j We have had many requests for back 
issues of our periodical. These issues 
will be priced as follows: 

Issues of current year - __--__ .20 

An additional five cents for each 
previous year. 
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ON THE UNIONISM FRONT 
Recently a pageant depicting the 

role of Lutheranism in the state of 
Minnesota during the past 100 years 
was presented in eight cities. Entitled 
“Of Grace and Growth,” this centen- 
nial play featured a 60 voice choir 
of Lutheran students from the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota and various Luth- 
eran colleges. 

Among those taking part in the 
presentation were students from 
A.L.C. and E.L.C. educational in- 
stitutions as well as from Concordia 
College in St. Paul, Minnesota. The 
latter school is a Missouri Synod insti- 
tution. 

Here is another instance of the sad 
state of affairs within the Missouri 
Synod when students from one of its 
schools can participate in a religious 

play and pageant with representatives 
of. other Lutheran Synods with which 
fellowship has not as yet been estab- 
lished. Can this be called proper and 
God-pleasing in the light of Romans 
16, 17- 18? Can this school and its 
officials honestly say that this pass- 
age does not apply here? 

To us this is further evidence for 
the fact that unionism is making great 
strides within the Missouri Synod 
and that this evil is not being checked 
where it mos.t assuredly should. We 
deplore this sad condition and pray 
the Lord that He might yet open the 
eyes of many to this “abomination.” 

May God keep us. faithful to His 
Word of Truth and help us to fight 
against the sin of unionism and a!1 
error wherever it appears! -0.W.S. 

IF= BOOK REVIEWS Yl 
FROM EDEN TO EGYPT by Geu. 

0. Lillegard 
It has been a refreshing experience 

to review this fine little book at the 
request of Northwestern Publishing 
House, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It is 
written by Prof. Geo. 0. Lillegard of 
Bethany Lutheran Seminary, Man- 
kato, Minn. and comprises a series of 
51 sermons on the entire Book of 
Genesis tracing, chapter by chapter, 
the history of God’s people “from 
Eden to Egypt.” 

words of the risen Savior to His two 
disciples on the way to Emmaus. 
(Luke 24:Zff) .” He follows close- 
ly the teachings of Dr. Martin L,uther 
in his Commentary on Genesis and has 
included a vast number of appropriate 
and timely applications to present day 
conditions and circumstances. Each 
sermon is preceded and clo,sed by an 
appropriate Psalm or hymn which 
adds much to its devotional and in- 
structive character. 

The author has indeed succeeded in 
his aim “to show that Genesis, like 
the rest of the Old Testament, preach- 
es Christ, in accordance with the 

The author has a clear and readable 
style of presentation which makes this 
book fine for Christian devotion, medi- 
tation and growth in knowledge and 
understanding of this first and very 
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important book of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures. We are happy to recommend 
this book very highly to our readers 
as an excellent and appropriate gift 
for a pastor, Sunday School teacher, 
or devout Christian layman. 

From Eden to Egypt is 51~~“x8” in 
size, is well bound and is printed on 
fine quality book paper. It cotitains 
408 pages and sells for @JO at the 
Northwestern Publishing House, 36 16- 
32 West North Avenue, Milwaukee 
8, Wisconsin. - Ed. 

GRE:AT DOCTRINES OF THE 
BIBLE, Northwestern Publish- 
House, (Discussion Outlines) . 

This is a 9”x12” packet of 11 
different discussion outlines on great 
doctrines’ of the Bible. The topics 
treated are 1) Verbal Inspiration, 2) 
Justification, 3) Creation, 4) The 
Virgin Birth, 5) The Deity of Christ, 
6) The Humanity of Christ, 7) Re- 
demption, 8) The Resurrection of 
Christ, 9) The Holy Ghost, 10) The 
Trinity, and 11) The Resurrection, 

Th e general treatment of each topic 
consists of two chief headings: I. 
The Scriptural Teaching (an orderly 
presentation of Scriptural statements 
on the doctrine under study together 
with a brief summary, in most in- 
stances, in which the doctrin.e treated 
is crystalized) , and II. Departures 
from the Scriptural Teaching (set 
forth both on the part of heterodox 
Lutheran bodies as well as on the part 
of other so-called Christian and anti- 
Christian sects or organizations) . 
Here the authors have permitted the 

false church bodies to speak for them- 
selves by direct quotations and wher- 
ever possible they have given the 
primary sources for such quotations, 
Obviously missing, however, evidently 
because of the Wisconsin Synod’s 
continued fellowship with the Luth- 
eran Church-Missouri Synod, are 
direct quotations from within the lat- 
ter body in which error has been and 
still is being publicly taught and up- 
held on such doctrines as Verbal In- 
spiration, Justification and Creation. 

The series is designed to be used 
on a ten-month basis beginning in 
September, considering that most 
church societies do not meet for two 
of the summer months. The 11 th topic 
on the Resurrection was added pri- 
marily as a supplementary to,pic for 
those study groups which continue on 
through the summer. This supplement- 
ary topic is quite lengthy and could 
provide plenty of material for two or 
more discussion periods. 

The reviewer found these discus- 
sion outlines thoroughly Scriptural 
and would recommend them for the 
use of any Bible study group of 
confirmation age and over. The out- 
line presentation is clear and to the 
point and the packet comes equipped 
with a brief Instructor’s Guide which 
sets forth various methods of using 
the outline. Each topic study is headed 
by an appropriate Christian symbol 
and a short note regarding the mean- 
ing of the symbol appears at the end 
of each outline. 

The outlines are presented in legi- 
ble type with the use of italics for 
emphasis. Th ere is also ample space 
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for notes to be written in during the This series of Great Doctrines od 
discussion of the topic. The entire the Bible may be ordered from North- 
packet contains 27 sheets plus a corn- western Publishing House, 3613-32 
prehensive bibliography. Each sheet is West North Avenue, Milwaukee 8, 
2 $&“xl 1” and is holed for a large Wisconsin, at $.75 per set. The cata- 
3 ring binder. log number for the set is 7N29. -Ed. 

SACRBI=ICE 
True love showers the object of its 

love with generous gifts. Love does 
not count the cost; it does not drive 
a close bargain. It is generous to the 
point of extravagance. It goes beyond 
the ordinary. It denies itself so that 
the object of its love might have more. 
It sets no limits for itself. Love sets 
its own price-and that price is high. 
Love indulges in sacrifice. Look at 
what good parents will do for their 
children! 

So it is with the Christian and his 
love for his Lord and work. The 
Christian denies himself so that the 
Lord’s needs may be supplied. He 
gives from his need, not his surplus. 
The things he can spare are not worthy 
of his. Lord, who gave His all for him. 
He takes from himself, from his own 
need, and offers it to the Lord as a 

token of his love for Him. He will 
not grieve his Lord by bringing an 
offering which costs, him nothing. 
The Christian is in his gifts.. With 
his offerings he gives himself. To give 
less would militate against the love of 
Christ, which constrains him to give 
his best. The Lord does not look at 
what we give, but what we give from. 
He looks at what we keep for our- 
selves. The widow who gave her mite 
gave much when we consider what she 
gave from. In J esus’ eyes she gave 
more than all the rest; she gave from 
her need. 

If God’s, people gave in love and 
sacrifice, the true needs of the King- 
dom would be met. As long as they do 
not, the Church will go limping along 
and fall far short of what Christ 
rightly expects of her. 

- (Selected) 

CLARIFKATIQN 

[regarding an article published 
in last month’s issue] 

The article on the ScriptttruE Posi- 
tion with regurd to Church and State 
was a translation of the German 
“Brief Statement” submitted for 
publication in our periodical by Pastor 
M. L. Natterer of Lebanon, Oregon. 

-Ed. 
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lord God, gracious Father, who in the fullness of time didst send 

Thy Son to assume our flesh and become our Brother, we thank Thee for 

Thy Truth and fatherly goodness in giving us this Savior, by whose birth 

we are delivered from sin, death, Satan and hell; and we beseeech 

Thee, keep us unto the end faithful to our Redeemer, that with all the 

holy angels, we may rejoice at His nativity and behold Him, with Thee 

and the Holy Ghost, in all glory and majesty, world without end. Amen. 
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We appreciate your concern for true orthodox Lutheranism and are certain 
that, by God’s grace, you will receive rich spiritual benefits through your 
faithful reading of our Concordia Lutheran articles which are based solidly 
upon the pure and unerring Word of God. 
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