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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
To set forth in simple and plain language 

the pun dwtrirrc of God’3 Word a3 taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, the Brief 
Statement of 1932, and the Confession of 
Faith of 1950. 

To show, on the busis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study aad articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our ,Scriptural 
position. in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true risible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may 
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutualiy acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

‘To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freeIy to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of d.octrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong impression. 
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As we read these lines, we find our- 
selves in the wonderful season of sum- 
mer-with its radiant sunshine, re- 
f reshing rains, luxuriant growth, and 
balmy evenings. We have looked for- 
ward to these pleasant days of sum- 
mertime and welcome its numerous 
outdoor activities. 

However, despite summer’s relax- 
ing pleasures and despite the fact 
that congregational work carries on 
at a lower ebb than usual, we as 
Christians, dare not fall prey to the 
lure of the devil to let up in church 
attendance and other religious mat- 
ters. As the great outdoors beckons 
and as vacations come and go, there 
is a danger to forget God and His 
Church. Especially during summer 
we need to be reminded of the Scrip- 
ture passage: “Not forsaking the as- 
sembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is,” Heb. 10, 25. 

In general, there are three summer 
sins. One is neglecting our worship 
of God. If we plan shorter or longer 
trips, we ought to come first to the 
house of the Lord to worship. Also 
during summer it is true: “He that 
is of God heareth God’s words,” John 
8, 47. As we in summer services ask 
God for guidance and protection, we 
temper our pleasures and guard our 
own hearts against wrong-doings. 
“Blessed are they that hear the Word 
of God and keep it,” Luke 11, 28. 

Another summer sin is neglecting 
to contribute to God’s kingdom. 
Many will attempt to excuse them- 

e,elves by referring to additional ex- 
penses during summer, such as paint- 
ing the home, fixing the property, or 
taking a lengthy vacation tour. How- 
ever, the work of the Church goes on 
also during summer, and salaries and 
expenses must be paid during July and 
August as promptly as in January. To 
neglect to bring generous offerings 
durin,g summer months greatly retards 
the work of the Lord. Also in sum- 
mertime “the laborer is worthy of his 
hire,” Luke 10, 7. “Even so hath the 
Lord ordained that they which preach 
the Gospel should live of the Gospel,” 
1 Cor. 9, 14. “Let him that is taught 
in the Word communicate unto him 
that teacheth in all good things,” Gal. 
6, 6. 

Another sin during the wonderful 
days of summer is that many forget to 
read their Bible and to pray. Such en- 
joy sitting on their porches or taking 
a drive in the cooler evening hours, and 
by the time they get home, they are 
too tired, and it is too late to read 
Holy Scriptures. So they put off 
Bible reading from day to day, also 
neglect prayer, and go to sleep with- 
out a th.ought of God. They forget 
that also during summer we Christians 
need to read and study our Bibles and 
to pray. Concerning the Word of 
God we read in Joshua 1, 8: “Thou 
shalt meditate therein day and night.” 
And concerning prayer Paul wrote to 
the Romans (chap. 12, 12) : “Con- 
tinue instant in prayer!” These and 
other passages surely apply to us also 
in summertime. 

No matter what the weather, we 
daily partake of food and drink to 
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sustain our bodies. Our souls are 
more important and must also be 
nourished daily with the only food 
that can satisfy: the precious Bread 
of Life! Even though Satan will try 
to mislead us, if we are faithful to 
God, He will help us to find time to 
worship, to pray, and to study His 
YVord, no matter what season of the 
year it may be! 

Let us then make the most of our 
summer leisure, but in no way permit 
our activities to hinder our. spiritual 
wellbeing! Let each one earnestly re- 
solve: there will be NO spiritual lull 
in my life, especially during the sum- 
mer months! God help us to be faith- 
ful to Him at all times! -0.w.s. 

UNIONISM 

Another symptom of uncertainty 
is unionism, which pervades the life 
of the Church today. Unionism has 
no scruples about practicing church 
fellowship with spirits that are not 
of God. But one who is sure of the 
divine truth thinks and acts accord- 
ing to the order of Christ: “Beware 
of false prophets” (Matt. 7: 15) , and 
the admonition of Paul: “Avoid them” 

(R om. 16: 17), and the instruction 
given by “the Apostle of love” with 
regard to Christian fellowship: “If 
there come any unto you and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him Godspeed; 
for he that biddeth him Godspeed is 
partaker of his evil deeds” (2 John 
10-l 1). (Christian Dogmatics, Vol. I, 
p. 118) 

THE ORIGIN OF PURGATORY 

The doctrine of Purgatory certainly 
is not based on anything the Bible 
teaches. It com,es from the ideas of 
heathen philosophers. Plato, who lived 
long before Christ, born in 427 B.C., 
had already advanced the theory that 
the soul must be cleansed before it 
can be accepted by the gods. We 
must remember that Plato, being a 
heathen, knew nothing of the divine 
promises of a Savior Who would 
cleanse the souls of men of their sin 
and thus make man acceptable to 
God. He said: “The wicked whose 
sins are curable (curable is the same 
as the Catholic venial) are subjected 
to s,ufferings in the lower world, which 
are more or less severe, and more or 
less protracted, according to their 
deserts”. So here we have the whole 
doctrine of Purgatory, even the ex- 
pression “venial sins,” and it comes 
from a heathen philosopher! Natural- 
ly, when a people has been robbed 
of Christ as the cleanser from sin, 
Purgatory becomes very pausible. Man 
does feel that sin must be expiated by 
atonement, but man by nature does 
not know that. Christ has done that 
very thing for all. 

Meanwhile Purgatory remains a 
very effective whip in the hands of the 
Catholic clergy to whip their people 
into submission. (The Papacy Evalu- 
ated) 

“The Lutheran Church insists on 
full and honest agreement on the 
doctrines clearly revealed in Scripture 
as the basis of church union.” 
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Does God command us Christiani 
to worship on any special day? No, 
He does not! Does God command us 
Christians to worship? Yes, indeed 
He does! In these two questions with 
their answers we have both the true 
teaching presented and the false teach- 
ing rejected in regard to the Third 
Commandment. Many false religious 
denominations claim that the New 
Testament Sunday has taken the 
place of the Old Testament Sabbath 
Day, and, therefore, the Laws of the 
Old Testament regarding the Sab- 
bath Day must now be applied to our 
Sunday. They claim that Sunday 
must be entirely a day of rest with no 
activity or labor whatsoever besides 
that which is absolutely necessary as 
a work of love. Other religious sects 
go a step farther by condemning 
Sunday altogether and returning to 
Saturday, the Old Testament Sabbath, 
as their day of worship and rest in 
accordance with the Sabbath Day 
laws of the Old Testament. 

The Children of God in the Old 
Testament were commanded by God 
to keep the Sabbath Day holy. It was 
to be for them (for man and beast) 
a day of complete and absolute rest- 
foreshadowing the rest and peace of 
heart and conscience which would 
come upon all true believers through 
the coming Savior. But in the New 
Testament, after the Savior had come, 
God Himself abolished the observance 
of the Sabbath and the other Old 
Testament holy days. He says in Col. 

2: 16,17: “Let no man therefore judge 
you in meat or in drink or in respect 
of an holy day or of the new moon 
or of the Sabbath days; which are a 
shadow of things to come; but the 
body is of Christ.” God, therefore, 
does not command His children of 
the New Testament to worship on 
any special day, nor even, on one out 
uf seven, for that matter. He simply 
commands us to worship. Actually 
every day of our lives is to be a day 
of worship and praise to God. 

Why, then, do we Christians ob- 
serve Sunday as our special day of 
worship? We observe Sunday not be- 
cause of the day or by the command 
of God but simply in order that we 
might be given time and opportunity 
for public worship in accordance with 
the will of God, for we Christians are 
admonished in Hebrews 10~25, not 
to forsake “the assembling of our- 
selves together as the manner of some 
is”. The command which the Third 
Commandment therefore holds for us 
Christians can be summed up in one 
word, and that word is, WORSHIP, 
and the chief part of our worship is 
the hearing of God’s Word. Thus, 
in explaining the Third Command- 
ment in the New Testament sense, 
Luther does not mention the day as 
being important but writes in his 
small Catechism: “We should fear 
and love God, that we may not despise 
preaching and His Word, but hold it 
sacred and gladly hear and learn it.” 

-B 
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A Jlihxmnn 
“Lord, I believe; help thou mine 

unbelief.” Mark 9:24. 

Here we have another prayer of a 
Christian. A Christian, even the best 
Christian, is always in danger of build- 
ing his salvation upon his own good- 
ness instead of upon Christ’s righteous- 
ness and God’s promise &one. There- 
fore he must daily look into the mir- 
ror of the Law, daily recognize his 
sinful corruption, and then daily seek 
refuge with his only Savior, Jesus 
Christ. For’ truly, the life of a Chris- 
tian must be a life of continual re- 
pentance. 

A Christian is also in danger of 
building his salvation upon the 
strength of his own faith. The Bible 
says: “He that believeth shall be 
saved.” The Christian believes, and 
therefore he is tempted to think: Be- 
cause my faith does not waver, be- 
cause I have a strong faith, I am 
certain of my salvation. Thus he is 
tempted to look away from Christ 
and to look upon himself, and before 
he realizes it, he might be led to build 
his salvation not upon Christ but upon 
his own faith. That, however, is dang- 
erous; for as our feelings, so also our 
faith is unstable. Just when we need 
a strong faith, in the hour of trial, 
our faith begins to waver, grows 
weak, and doubts begin to assail us. 
Woe unto us if then we look away 
from Christ and His Word and look 
at our faith! Our faith is often a 
weak, miserable thing. “0 ye of little 
faith!” How often the Lord had to 
say this to His disciples, and to the 

very last He had to upbraid them with 
their. “unbelief and hardness of heart.” 
Mark 16: 14. 

No, when we look upon ourselves 
and upon the strength of our faith, 
we cannot be certain of our salvation 
but can only doubt and despair. There- 
fore the Christian’s prayer “1 believe; 
help Thou 
is a prayer 
prayer that 
cording to 
shall never 
man pluck 

mine unbelief.” And that 
that is pleasing to God, a 
He will surely hear, ac- 

His own promise: “They 
perish, neither shall any 
them out of My hand,” 

John 10:28. -H. D. Mensing 

THE WORKING MOTHER 
AND THE JUVENILE PROBLEM 

In a recent nationwide survey of 

public school teachers by the Na- 

tional Education Association, 80 per 

cent listed “lack of parental super- 

vision due to mother working” as a 
cause of student behavior problems. 

One-third called it an “important” 

factor. 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover told 

the United Press “parental neglect” 

is a major cause of increasing juvenile 

crime. He said it is likely to occur 

in three types of homes-those “brok- 

en by death or divorce,” those in 

which parents are “too absorbed in 

their own social pursuits to give es- 

sential guidance and affection to their 

children”’ and those in which “both 

parents are working.“-Coos Bay 

Times, 5-2-57. 
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Churches Cannot 

Survive Without Dinners 

MADISON, WIS. - The state 
senate Wednesday passed the bill to 
exempt church suppers from restaur- 
ant license regulations, completing 
legislative action on the controversial 
issue. 

The bill, which passed the assembly 
earlier, now goes to Gov. Thomson 
for his approval or disapproval. 

The bill also exempts meals served 
by fraternal, patriotic or youth organ- 
izations. The senate vote for passage 
was 31 to 1. 

Assemblyman Draheim (Rep., Men- 
asha), with some support, fought un- 
successfully to require the churches 
to obtain licenses if they served the 
general public. I-$is amendment fin- 
ally was rejected, 19 to 13. 

“Let us not be swayed by emotion 
and wrap a cloak of religion about 
a piece of legislation,” Draheim said. 
“The concern over the health and wel- 
fare of the people of Wisconsin is 
the paramount issue. It wou1.d not be 
unwise not to ask anyone who serves 
food to the public not to be subject 
to a reasonable amount of inspection.” 

Senator La Fave [Rep., Oconto) at- 
tacked Draheim’s amendment, to ban 
unlicensed serving of meals to non- 
members. Members of the same fam- 
ily who belonged to different faiths 
couldn’t attend a church dinner to- 
gether, he claimed. 

Senator Hendee (Rep., Shorewood) 
said La Fave’s interpretation was 
wrong. 

“The question is whether we are 
to continue in our obligations to pro- 
tect public health,” Hendee said. 
He noted that churches presently are 
subjected to other inspections, for 
plumbing and fire hazards, for in- 
stance, which involve public health. 

Senator Lorge (Rep., Bear Creek) 
said churches did not object to $10 
restaurant license fee, which present 
law requires, but to inspections by 
health officials. 

“The only way little churches in 
the country can survive is to have one 
or two church dinners a year,” Lorge 
said. 

The legislative action resulted from 
a state board of health ruling that 
present law did require churches and 
other organizations to meet restaurant 
regulations if they served the general 
public. The ruling had been sought 
for years by the Wisconsin Restaurant 
arsociation, which contended some 
churches were serving meals on a 
commercial basis, but not meeting 
state sanitation and other require- 
rnents. 

The bill was pushed through the 
legislature to exempt the religious 
and other organizations shortly after 
the board of health ruling was an- 
nounced. -Milwaukee Jo:urnal, 

5-21-57. 

The reader may want to refer to 
an article in Vol. V, page 77 of our 
periodical which coincides with the 
above news item. We wonder what 
kind of spiritual food such churches 
have to offer their members which 
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must depend upon dinners and other 

merchandising schemes for survival. 

A church which resorts to such 

money-making schemes to raise its 

budget gives offense to the people of 

this world for they are made to think 

that the Chris,tian religion cannot be 

worth much if such schemes must be 

used for its support. Such schemes 

also overthrow the Scriptural teaching 

and training of Christians to become 

cheerful and liberal givers according 

as the Lord has blessed them. 1 Cor. 

16:2; 2 Cor. 8:12-1X-Ed. 

It is certain that whoever does not 
rightly believe one article or refuses 
to accept it (after he has been ad- 
monished and instructed) 7 certainly 
believes none sincerely and in true 
faith. And whoever is so presumptuous 
as to dare to contradict God 0.r call 
Him a liar in one word (of Scripture) 7 
and does this willfully, persisting in 
it, though he has been admonished 
once or twice, he is ready (and he 
does it, too) to deny God and accuse 
Him of lying in all His words. There 
are no two ways abo:ut it: either all 
and everything is believed, truly and 
fully, or nothing is believed. The 
Holy Ghost (who wrote all of Scrip- 
ture) cannot be separated or divided, 
so that we would be free to teach 
and believe one article as true and 
another as false,. This does not apply 
to the weak, who are ready to receive 
instruction and do not offer stubborn 
opposition. (Martin Luther) 

Bwq di3utw 
Lesson 17 

THE SECOND CHIEF PART 

THE CREED 

Article I 

God’s Creative Work 

God is the Maker of heaven and 
earth. Jer. 51:15: “He bath made the 
earth 5y His power, He bath estab- 
lished the world by His wisdom, and 
bath stretched out the heaven by His 
understanding.” By the power of His 
Word, He created all things. Psa. 
3319: ‘?For He spake and it was done; 
He commanded and it stood fat?’ 
And it was all accomplished in six 
days, in the beginning of time. Gen. 
I: 1: “In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth. And Ex. 
2O:ll: rcIn six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
in them is.” Some of God’s creatures 
are visible, others are invisible. Col. 
1: 16: “By Him were all things created 
that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible.” And when 
God had completed His work of cre- 
ation’ He pronounced it very good. 
Gen. 1: 3 1: ‘?And God saw everything 
that He bad made, and, behold, it 
was very good.” 

The foremost of God’s invisible 
creatures are the angels. Psa. lO3:20: 
‘?Bless the Lord, ye His angels, that 
excel1 in strength, that do His com- 
mandments, hearkening unto the 
vok of His Word.” They are very 
numerous. Rev. 5: 11: rrAnd the num- 
ber of them was ten thousand times 
ten thousand, and thousands of tbou- 
sands.” Th ey are ministering spirits 
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sent forth to be of service to God’s 
children. Heb. 1: 14: crAre they not 
all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs 
of salvation ?” Daniel said to his king 
(Dan. 6:22) : “2My God bath sent 
His angel, and bath shut the lion’s 
mouths, that they have not hurt me.” 
And when Lazarus, the begg.er died, 
he (Luke 16:22) ‘?was carried by the 
angels into Abraham’s bosom.” Jesus 
also speaks of the guardian angels of 
our children, saying (Matt. 18: 19) : 
‘?Take heud that you despise not one 
of these little ones; for I say unto 
you, That in heaven their angels do 
always behold the face of My Father 
which is in heaven.” God’s promise 
to all His children: Psa. 91: 11: “He 
shall give His angels charge over thee, 
to keep thee in all thy ways.” 

But not all the angels that God 
created continued to be holy and good; 
for some of them sinned (II Pet. 
2:4). They kept not their firs,t 
estate but left their own habitation 
(Jude 6). They abode not in the 
truth (John 8:44). These fallen 
angels are forever rejected. Jude 6: 
“The angels which kept not their 
first estate, but left their own babita- 
tion, He bath reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the judg- 
ment of the great Day.” They are 
God’s enemies ever s.eeking to destroy 
and to hinder His work, as we may 
observe in the fall of man and in the 
temptations of Christ (Gen. 3 and 
Matt. 4). They are also man’s ene- 
mies since they tempt, seduce, and 
try to destroy him. Eph. 6: 12: “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blcod. 

but against principalitihs, against 
powers, against the rulers of tbe dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.” And I Pet. 
5 : 8’9: ‘?Be sober’ be vigilant; because 
your adversary tb.e devil, as a roaring 
1’ Ion, walketb about, seeking whom 
be may devour; whom. resist steadfast 
in the faith.” 

The foremost of God’s visible cre- 
atures is MAN. Gen. 2:7: “And the 
Lord God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into 6s 
nostrils tb,e breath of life; and man 
became a living soul.” Moreover (Gen. 
1127) ‘?God created man in His own 
image, in the image of God created 
He him; male and female created He 
them.” This image of God was a 
spiritual likeness. It consisted in the 
conformity of man’s spiritual nature 
with God. Man knew God, His will 
and His works, and this knowledge 
filled him with supreme joy and hap- 
piness. It was a blissful knowledge of 
God. Co. 3: 10: ‘Ret on the new man 
which is renewed in knowledge after 
the image of Him that created him.” 
And man’s mind and will were in com- 
plete harmony with God’s will. It 
was natural for him to desire and to 
do those things which were God-pleas- 
ing’ so that perfect holiness and right- 
eousness belong to man. Eph. 4:24: 
“Put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness.” 

But Adam and Eve yielded to 
temptation (Gen. 3). They fell into 
sin and lost the image of God, both 
for themselves and for their posterity. 
Gen. 5: 3: ‘?Adam begat a son in his 
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own image, after his likeness; and 
called his name Seth.” Nevertheless 
the Spirit of God has begun a re- 
newal of the divine image in every 
believing child of God; for each of 
them knows that God is his gracious 
Father in Christ; and this is saving, 
blissful knowledge of God. ,And each 
of them endeavers to lead a godly, 
upright life in Christ. Thus the restor- 
ation of the divine image is begun 
and it will be completed in eternity. 
I John 3:Z: rrBeloved now are we sons 
(children) of God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be; but we know 
that when He shall appear, we shall 
be like Him.“. 

God has made me and all creatures 
that now exist too; for it is by virtue 
of His Word and blessing spoken at 
the beginning (Gen. 1: 11,22,28) that 
we came to be. Psa. 119:73: “Thy 
bands bavqe made me and fashioned 
me.” God has given me a wonderful 
body with seeing eyes, hearing ears, 
and all other members so constructed 
as to serve their purpose most admir- 
ably. God has given me a soul with 
reason. and all my senses. Psa. 139: 14: 
rr I am jearfulty and wqnderfully 
made.” 

And just as God has made all things 
by the power of His \Vord, so also 
He preserves them. Heb. 1 I 3: “He up- 
holds all things by the Word of His 

P ower.” Acts 17128: ‘?In Him we live 
and move and have our being.” Neh. 
9:6: CCTboU, even Thou, art Lord 
alone; Thou hart made heaven, the 
heaven of heavens, with all their 
hosts, the earth, and all things that 

are therein,. the seas, and all that is 
therein, and Thou preservest them all.” 

- J.E.S. 

THE UNIONISM FRQNT 
“Fred Roner, lecturer, pickpocket 

and humorist, will be the banquet 
speaker next Monday night at the 
Group 3 bankers convention at Hotel 
Madison. 

“He has picked the pockets of some 
of the nation’s top police officials, 
including J. Edgar Hoover of the 
FBI. 

“Trained in a pickpocket school in 
Warsaw, Poland, Roner came to 
America in 1939. He has made a tidy 
living picking pockets in the enter- 
ta:nment world and on the lunch club 
circuit. 

“Police praise this distinguished 
heist-school alumnus,, because of giv- 
ing them a first-hand line on the gim- 
micks of the trade, Roner helps them 
find ways of combating pickpockets. 

“About 300 persons are expected 
to attend the banquet at which Wil- 
liam P. L.ee, advertising manager of 
The Ord Quiz, will be the toast- 
master. The Rev. A. G. Deke, Grace 
Lutheran Church pastor, will give the 
invocation, and entertainment will in- 
clude a male quartet. A dance will be 
held after the banquet.” (The Nor- 
folk Daily News, April 16, 1957) 

The Rev. A. G. Deke is a Missouri 
Synod pastor.-Ed. 

‘CVhen I am without the Wo’rd, do 
not meditate on it? and occupy my- 
self with it, there is no Christ at 
home. (Martin Luther) 
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JUDGING 

I To judge is to pass sentence on the activities of the neighbor, holding them 
to be good or bad, praiseworthy or condemnatory. 

II Judging which is p ermissible, yea, even required. 

A. The judging which the government exercises over its subjects. Deut, 
1: 16; 25:l; 2 Chron. 19:6. 

B. The judging which the parents exercise over their children. Eph. 6:4. 
When parents keep silent concerning the sins of their children they 
are incurring God’s wrath. I Samuel 2-4. (Eli) 

C. The judging of sin on the part of the pastor, the congregation, and 
every individual Christian. I Tim. 5:20. Everything which is con- 
demned by the Word of God must also be condemned by us. I. Cor. 
2: 15. 
1. God has already judged the unbelievers. John 3: 18; 8:24. 
2. To minimize sin or to say that we can not say that the unbelievers 

will be condemned is to contradict God. 

D. Judging the teaching. If the doctrine is contrary to God’s Word it 
must be rejected as false dactrine. I John 4:l; I Tim. 6:3-5. 

III Judging which is forbidden. All judging which is contrary to love is 
forbidden. It is loveless judging- 

A. When the neighbor is unjustly condemned; the good which he has 
done is made to appear bad, or the evil which he has done is exag- 
gerated. Many people approve of only that which they do themselves 
and do nothing but criticize others. 

B. To judge a matter in which both sides have not been heard. 

C. To judge in uncertain things in ignorance of all the facts. 

D. TO judge the thoughts or the motives of the heart. God alone knows 
the thoughts of the heart. Jer. 17:9,10; Heb. 4:12,13. 

E. To judge on1 y 
John 7:24. 

according to the outward appearance. James 2: 1-4; 

F. To judge with ou mercy merely to satisfy one’s jealousy, pride, or t 
hatred. 

G. To judge the neighbor without taking into consideration one’s own 
faults. Matt. 7: 1-5; Rom. 2:l. 

H. To judge in matters of Christian liberty. Rom. 14:3,4. 
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IV What should prompt us to avoid such loveless and sinful judging? 

A. God% command. Luke 6:37; Matt. 7:l; Rom. 14:13; I Cor. 4:5. 
1. Loveless judging is a sin against the 8th Commandment. Exodus 

20: 16. 
2. Such uncharitable judging is already a sin when it is carried about 

in the heart, even though it may not be spoken. 

B. Love to our neighbor. 
1. How unjus.t to judge our neighbor in a different manner than we 

judge ourselves. I Cor. 11: 3 1; Matt. 7: 12. 
2. What untold damage is done to the neighbor when a person in the 

presence of others uncharitably condemns him. What harm has 
been done in many a congregation because of sinful judging! 

C. The dreadful judgment of God. Matt. 7:2; Luke 6:38; Matt. 12:36,37. 

D. The glorious promise which God has given us, “Judge not, and ye shall 
not be judged; condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned; forgive, 
and ye shall be forgiven.” (Luke 6:37). 

E. The great undeserved mercy of God. Instead of fulfilling His right- 
eous judgment upon us, He sent His only begotten Son to suffer 
and die in our stead so that we might not be condemned. John 3: 17. 

Oh, let me never speak 
What bounds of truth exceedeth; 

Grunt that no idle word 
From out my mouth proceedeth; 

And then, when in my place 
I must and ought to speak, 

My words grunt power and grace 
Lest I offend the weak. 

(Hymn 395, v 3) -M.L.N. 

“I am Alpha and Omega, the be “Being born again, not of corrupt- 

ginning and the end. I will give unto ible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 

him that is athirst of the fountain of Word of God, which liveth and abideth 

the water of life freely. He that over- f or ever.” 1 Pet. 1:23 

cometh shall inherit all things; and “The Lord is my helper, and I will 

I will be his God, and he shall be My not fear what man shall do unto me.” 

son.” Rev. 21: 6,7 Heb. 13:6 
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A very prevalent false doctrine found in numerous false churches today is 
the doctrine of chiliasm or of a millennium. This doctrine of a millennium 
is a false teaching which takes several different shapes and forms, for example, 
such who hold this doctrine may claim 1. that Jesus Christ will return visibly 
to this earth a thousand years before the end of the world and will establish 
the Church as the supreme power over all nations; or they may cl.aim 2. that 
before the end of the world the church is going to experience and enjoy a 
thousand years of flourishing prosperity and growth; or they may claim 3. that 
before the resurrection of all people on the last day, a great number of departed 
Christians or martyrs will be raised again to reign in glory in this world; or 
they may claim 4. that before the end of the world there will be a universal 
conversion of the Jewish Nation . . . and so on. Do not be deceived and ; 
led astray by such false teachings and doctrines of devils which are even being 
tolerated also in many churches which call themselves Lutheran! These false 
teachers derive their doctrine of the millennium from passages in the Book of 
Daniel and in the 20th chapter of the Book of Revelation which they contort 
and tear out of their context or setting in the Bible and explain them in accord- 
ance with their own fanciful whims and notions. Such teaching is therefore I 
contrary and opposed to the plain and clear Word of our God. 

In 2 Peter 3:lO we read: “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief 
in the night; in which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burned up.” At the time when the Apostle Peter penned 
these words there were a great many scoffers and wiseacres who put their own 
wisdom and philosophical thoughts above the Word of God. When they 
were therefore told of the coming of the Last Day, such people looked about 
them in the world and said: “All things continue us they were from the 
beginning of creation.” And as the people at the time of the Deluge laughed 
and mocked at Noah when he preached about the great flood ,which God would 
send to destroy them- so also the people at the Apostle Peter’s time scoffed 
at him when he proclaimed that “the day of the Lord WILL come.” 

So also today, people scoff and mock at this fact which is so plainly taught 

in Holy Scripture. We hear many people laugh and joke about the Day of 
Judgment. We read such jokes in newspapers and magazines. We hear many 
modern songs which are intended to make this teaching 0.f the Bible look cheap 

and ridiculous.- Moreover, the people of this world do not wa.nt to hear of 
the Day of the Lord and of the certainty of its coming. Why? Because 
they live only for this world and for this present life. They love to walk in the 
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lust of the fl- 1 esl, in the carnal pleasures of this world, in the enjoyment of 
gain and prosperity, in the love of life. They do not wish to be reminded that 
all of this must come to an end, that there will come a day in which the Lord 
Jesus will come to call them to account for their sins and unbelief. Far this 
reason people of this world do not want to hear of the certainty of the coming 
of the Day of the Lord and they therefore salve their conscience by scoffing 
and mockery. 

False churches are often the cause of such mockery on the part of the 
people of this wo,rld-churches, for example, who place great stress on human 
emotionalism, who urge their people to sing songs which cause them to clap 
their hands and stamp their feet, to shudder, to tremble, to cry out, to jump 
up and down, and this they call being religious and having the feeling that 
they are saved. Such practices on the part of churches within the pale of 
Christianity make the seriousness of the Christian religion a thing to laugh at 
and to make fun of for the people of this world. The members of such churches 
base their faith on their own flighty feelings instead of on the soJ.id Rock 
of God’s Word alone. The Bible tell s us that we should grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and thus be sure of our 
salvation and not to rely on our own human feelings and emoti0n.s for salva- 
tion. And th ere are churches who allow their leaders to set the exact time 
for the coming of the day of the Lord in spite of he fact that Jesus says: “Of 
that day and of that hour knoweth no man.” What room then is there for a 
reign of a thousand years after the Lord’s coming? Such fantastic doctrines 
are based on the deluded reasoning of men and are not from God for the day 
of the Lord is indeed the lust day of the world. 

St. Peter writes: Y.Y’he day of the Lord will come us a thief in the night.” 
The Apostle Paul writes that the day of the Lord will come Yn a moment? in 
the twinkling of an eye.” Jesus declares: “As the lightning cometh out of 
the east and shineth even unto the west, so shall the coming of the Son of man 
be.” As fast an unexpectedly as a flash of lightning shall the Day of Judg- 
ment come-when the people of this world will least expect it. As a thief in the 
night, it will take the people of this world by surprise. There will not be a 
thousand years of warning or preparation as the false teachers would have us 
believe. 

On the Day of the Lord the firmament of the heavens which God created 
will pass away with a great and tremendous noise. The elements of which the 
earth is composed will be dissolved by a scorch,ing heat. The world itself and 
all of the works in the wo~rld-the immense cities with their proud skyscrapers? 

farms with their expensive buildings and machinery, the great ships, engines, 

turbines, and other such inventions ,which man has devised for his use and 
pleasure, all of the wonderful works of art and science displayed in the w,&d--- 

yes, all will perish by fire in the destruction on the Last Day. 
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This shows us plainly that everything in this world is vanity, that all our 
possessions and goods, our property and wealth will not last forever, nor can 
we take them with us into heaven- but that all will crumble into dust and 
ashes! What good then does it do for us to trust in the things of this world, 
to lay up for ourselves treasures upon earth. 3 We are rather to look to God 
and find our eternal treasure in heaven thr,ough faith in our Savior Jesus 
Christ and to use our earthly goods for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom and 
for the glory of His most Holy Name. 

The Word of God also clearly states that conditions on earth will wax 
worse and worse (false prophets, materialism, tribulation) 7 2 Tim. 3: 13, Matt. 
24:29,38,39-and then shall the end come. Again, we ask, what room does 
this leave for the teaching of a thousand years of prosperity and growth? May 
the true Christians not be disturbed or deceived by rumors and false doctrine 
concerning the Day of the Lord but cling to that only which is plainly stated 
in the Word of God. Be ready for the Day of the Lord at all times by 
standing upon the solid and everlasting Rock of Christ and His Word! -B 

UNION. NEGOTIATIONS 

“Dr. John W. Behnken, president 

of the Lutheran Church - Missouri 

Synod, foresees negotiations ‘on union 

with the other Lutheran churches be- 

fore 1970.’ 

“<There very probably will be dis- 

cussions with that purpose in mind, 

especially with the new American 

Lutheran Church,’ Dr. Behnken said 

in an interview yesterday. ‘But we 

would want full representation of all 

North American bodies’.” (The Seat- 

tle Times, Dec. 10, 1956) . 

LEAVE IT ALL IN JESUS’ HAND 

Do you wonder why the blessing Do you nonder why you suffer pain 

Tbut you pruyed for is deluyed, “tlibile others are so be&by, 

While others seem to get theirs Or wby you b,uve to skimp und saw, 

Before request is made? 
While other folks are weultby? 

It’s not for us to understand, 
It’s not for us to understand, 
Bu.t leuve it all in Jesus’ hand. 

But leave it all in Jesus’ band. 
Just lean upon the Savior, 

DO you wonder why your loved one Just rest at His dear feet, 
Was taken home to stay, His strength will prove sufficient 

While other folk were left here For the tating you must meet. 
Who ure only in the way? It’s n.ot for us to understand, 

It’s not for us to understand, But leave it all. in Jesus’ band. 
But leave it ull in Jesus’ band. (Selected) 
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TIMELY QUOTATIONS 

FROM MARTIN LUTHER 

A man does not need much wit to 

gain the popular applause; let him but 

preach new and strange things, and 

people will say that he is more learned 

than others; they come in droves with 

eyes and ears and mouth widely 

opened. They d o not care to have 

faith and love preached to them; that 

is too common; they heard and know 

enough about that; it irks them al- 

ways to hear the same thing. (Martin 

Luther) 

In philosophy a small error in the 

beginning. is a very serious error in 

the end. So also in theology a slight 

error will destroy the whole doctrine- 

For the doctrine is like a mathematical 

point; it cannot be divided, that is, it 

cannot brook either subtraction or ad- 

dition--Here the doctrine must be 

one continuous and round golden ring, 

in which there is no break. If even the 

least break occurs, the ring is no 

longer perfect. (Martin Luther) 
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