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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

To set forth in simple and plain language 
the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, the Briej 
Statemtwt of 1932, and the Confession of 
Faith of 1950. 

To show, on the busis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of Iove for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true visible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true Yisible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truIy share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may 
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern phisophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the faIse teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of d.octrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong impression. 
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A NEW NAME and yet AN OLD FAMILIAR NAME 

The name, Concordia Lutheran Conference, for our church body instead 
- 

ok Orthodox Lutheran Conference, and the name, Concordia Lutheran for our 
perio,dical instead of Orthodox Lutheran, have been unanimously adopted by 
the member congregations of our Conference and unanimously approved by 
those congreg,ations sharing our fellowship. This change of name and the 
reasons for changing it are set forth in the following article entitled, THE 
AGREEMENT, which had b een submitted by our Board of Directors for a 
referendum to our respective congregations. 

The name CONCORDIA is not a new name but dates back to the time 
when Jacob Andreae’s German Edition of the Confessional Writings of the 
Lutheran Church was, published officially .rn the year 1580 under the name, 
Book of Concord, or, Concordia. We, therefore, greatly cherish this designa- 
tion for our Conference because it directs us to, th.e tried and proven confe.ssions 
of our church, which, by God’s grace, we continue to stan.d in our endeavors 
to preserve for us and for our children the teachings and treasures of the True 
Lutheran Church. 

By this name our Conference also wishes to emphasize the harmony, the 
concord, the complete unity, agreement, and one-mindedness among the brethren 
of our fellowship in full accordance with I Corinthians I: 10 where we read: 
“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that 
ye be perfectly joined together in th.e same mind and in the same judgment.” 

Under this new, yet old and familiar name, may the congregations of our 
Conference, by God’s abundant grace, continue to hold high the banner of 
God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine pure for many generations to come in these 
last and evil days. -B. 

Recognizing the break made in our fellowship last 
January by a faction which espoused unionistic and arbi.- 
trary principles (Titus 3: 10; Rom. 16: 17; I Tim.. 522; Gal. 
5: 13) ; and recognizing the problem that has since resulted 
from the break, namely, that the erring group, or faction, 
continues to use the name Orthodox Lutherance Conference, 
and recognizing further that these and other previous of- 
fenses brought upon. this name are not serving the glory of 
Christ our Savior and I-Es Word of Truth to which we have 
pledged ourselves before God and men (2 Thess. 3 : 1) ; and 
being willing rather to suffer earthlv ioss ‘than to permit .I 
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such conditions to obstruct the free course of the Gospel 
of Christ (Phil. 3: 7-8); thereforej we, the Orthodox Luth- 
erans, who have pledged ourselves to uphold the Savior’s 
full Word of Truth as set forth in our Confessions, make the 
following agreement : 

We unanimously continue to abide by our orthodox 
Lutheran position, having no intention to depart in any 
respect from the orthodox teaching and practice of God’s 
holy Word, which we have confessed, for the sake of any 
temporal peace and tranquillity. We continue to hold that 
in the sight of God we are and remain the bona-fide ortho- 
dox Lutherans. Nevertheless, for the Christian purpose 
of preventing any striving before the world for temporal 
advantages, we hereby re-organize ourselves, relinquishing 
the name of Orthodox Lutheran Conference, and taking for 
ourselves the name CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CONFER- 
ENCE. 

Unanimously approved by the following congregations 
Christ Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

E, L. Mehlberg, pastor 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Oskaloosa, Ia. 

J. Ernest Shufelt, pastor 
Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Ill; 

H. David Mensing, pastor 
St, Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church, Wilmot, S.D. 

0. W, Schaefer, pastor 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Clark, S.D. 

E. C. Hallstein, pastor 
St. John Orthodox Lutheran Church, Lebanon, Ore. 

M. L. Natterer, pastor 
St. Paul Orthodox Lutheran Church, Em.pire, Ore. 

P, R. Bloedel, pastor 

“The Lutheran Church is the true visible Church; not the universal Church, 
not the only saving Church, not the only Christian Church, but the true visible 
Church; that is to say, the Church of the pure Word and the pure Sacraments. 
It is the only form of the visible Church that conforms to God’s will . . . And 
the Lutheran Church is the only true visible Church.” 

-Popular Symbolics, p. 6 
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By the grace of God we have once 
more been permitted to cross the 
threshold of a new year. Another mile- 
stone in our life is past, and a new 
one has begun. Surely at this time 
our hearts must overflow with grati- 
tude to God for all His many bznz- 
fits. With the psalmist we exclaim, 
“Bless the Lord, 0 my soul! And all 
that is within me, bless His holy 
name!” Ps. 103 : 1. Our lips can never 
praise Him enough for His innumer- 
able blessings. 0 that He might con- 
tinue to shower His 
upon us also during 

Encyclopedias tell 
is named for Janus, a 

gifts and graces 
this new year! 

us that January 
two-faced Roman 

god who was. a sort of patron saint 
of doorways. Having two faces, Janus 
could see in two directions at once. 
Thus January looks back at the old 
year and forward to the new, while 
standing at the door to both. 

The world invariably begins a new 
year with doubts and misgivings. We 
Christians, however, enter the new 
year in a spirit of complete confidence 
and utter dependence on olur heavenly 
Father, fo.r He who led us in the past 
will surely guide our footsteps in the 
future. With David we say, “God i; 
our Refuge and Strength, a verg 
present Help in trouble. Therefore 
will not we fear !” Ps. 46: 1. Our hearts 
should. be devoid of care and worry, 
for we have God’s promise to be our 
Shield and Support. He says, “Fear 
thou not; for I am with thee: be not 
dismayed; for I am thy God. I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 

yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of My righteousness.” Is. 41: 10. 
On that promise we can always rely. 

At this time we also think of the 
many resolutions that are made, but 
seldom kept. In keeping with our 
walk of life we Christians ought to 
make spiritual resolutions and ask the 
Lcrd to help us keep them, such as: 
we will regularly attend divine serv- 
ice and faithfully partake of the Lord’s 
Supper; we will diligently study our 
Bible at home and also in B’ible 
classes; we will maintain family de- 
votions; we will support the work of 
the Church to the best of our ability, 
and we will by word of mouth and by 
a good example lead many souls to 
Christ and His Word of Truth. 

As we have now begun another year 
of grace, may each one of us be 
filled with new fervor for the work oaf 
the Lord, may we daily implore His 
blessing upon all our endeavors, a.nd 
if it be His will, may He grant us 
health , peace, and prosperity! Let this 
be our fervent prayer throughout the 
new year: “0 Lord, abide with me!” 

-0.w.s. 

“We are nothing: Christ alone is 

all. If He turns away His face, we 

must perish, and Satan will triumph, 

even though we were as holy as Peter 

and Paul. Let us therefore humble 

ourselves under the mighty hand of 

God that He may exalt us in due 

time; for God resisteth the proud and 

giveth grace to the humble, 1 Pet. 

5,5f.“---Luther. 
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WHAT A LUTHERAN 
LAYMAN SHOULD 
REQUIRE OF HIS PASTOR 

“A bisho,p then must be blameless, 
the husband of one wife, vigilant, 
sober,. of good behaviour, given to 
hospitality, apt to teach; not given 
to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy 
lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not 
covetous; one that ruleth well his own 
house, having his children in subjection 
with all gravity; (for if a man know 
not how to rule his own house, how 
shall he take care of the church of 
God?) Not a novice, lest being lifted 
up with pride he fall into the con- 
demnation of the devil. Mo,reover he 
must have a good report of them which 
are without; lest he fall into reproach 
and the snare of the devil.” (I Tim. 
3:2-7) “For a bishop must be blame- 
less, as the steward of Godj not self- 
willed, not soon angry, not given to 
wine, no striker, not given to filthy 
lucre; but a lover of hospitality, a 
lover of good men, sober, just, holy, 
temperate; holding fast the faithful 
word as he hath been taught, that he 
may be able by sound doctrine both 
to exhort and to convince the gain- 
sayers.‘7 (Titus 1: 7-9) 

There are, of course, many other 
passages of Holy Scripture whic!l 
might also be adduced, but the main 
qualifications are given in the passages 
referred to above. Should a true 
Lutheran layman expect less from 
his pastor than what God Himself 
demands. in His Holy Word? Indeed 
not! A true Lutheran layman will ask 
no more of his pastor than God does 
in His Word. 

Yet, there are many so-called Chris- 
tian laymen, even so-called Lutheran 
laymen, who expect many things of 
their pastor which God does not ex- 
pect, and, in many instances, things 
which are even contrary to God’s 
Word. Many laymen insist that their 
pastor belong to the various civic 
organizations and lodges in the com- 
munity and take an active part in their 
affairs. Others would have their 
pastor to concentrate chiefly upon the 
establishment of clubs and organiza- 
tioas within the congregation to hold 
the people together by means of such 
social activities. The remark is often 
heard by s.ome laymen, “We like o,ur 
pastor, he. lets us dance and belong to 
the lodge-he sure is a swell fellow!” 
Where a pastor neglects to live up to 
the expectations of such worldly 
minded laymen, he does not receive 
the praise of men. 

What every true Lutheran layman 
should require of his pastor is very 
beautifully given in the Diploma of 
Vocation, wherein “we authorize and 
obligate our pastor-elect to proclaim to 
us, jointly and severally, the Word of 
God in its full truth and purity as 
contained in the canoical writings of 
the Old and the New Testament and 
professed in the confessional writings 
of the Lutheran Church; to administer 
the Holy Sacraments in accordance 
with their divine institution; to dis- 
charge toward all the members of our 
congregation the functions of a pastor 
and curate of their souls in an evangel- 
ical manner, in particular, to visit the 
sick and the dying and to admonish 
indifferent and erring members; faith- 
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fully to guard the spiritual welfare of 
the younger members of the congre- 
gation; in particula r, to instruct our 
catechumens in the Word of God, 
especially as found in Luther’s Small 
Catechism, and thus to prepare them 
for their first Communion; to guid.e 
us in applying the divinely ordained 
discipline of the church, agreeably to 
the Word of God; to serve the con- 
gregation as an example by his Chris- 
tian conduct, and by the grace of God 
to do all that is possible f.or him to 
do, within the limits of his calling, for 
the upbuilding of our congregation 
and for the general advancement of 
the kingdom of Christ.” 

How thankful we laymen of our 
Conference can be that God has given 
us such pastors, who, although they 
have their shortcomings just as WC 
laymen have, nevertheless are the 
faithful stewards of God who preach 

God’s Word unto us in all of its purity, 
so that we learn to trust solely in 
Jesus for our salvation. How thank- 
ful we can be that they do not seek 
their own gain like the majority 05 
the s,o-cal!ed pastors of today, but 
OUR welfare and the honor and glory 
of GOD’S name. Let us obey them 
that have the rule over us, and sub- 
mit ourselves; for they watch for our 
souls as they that must give account, 
that they may do it with joy and not 
wJi.th grief, for that is unprofitable 
for us. (Heb. 13 : 17) May the prayer 
of the poet find its fulfillment with 
us: 
So muy we whn ou.r work is. done 
Together stand before Thy throne, 
And joyful beurts and voices raise 
In one united song of puke, 
?Vith all the bright celestial host, 
To Futher, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

-D. P. Hobbs (Layman) 

CONGREGATION RESIGNS 

Concerning the above mentioned 
congregation the Milwaukee Journai, 
Nov. 17, 1956, reports the following 
(quoted in part) : 

“Mankato, Minn. - lmmanuel Luth- 
eran church here, one of the largest 
Minnesota congregations in the Wiscon- 
sin synod, has withdrawn from the synod. 

“A congregation spokesman said on2 
of the reasons for the action WQS the 
synod’s delay in severing relations wit’r 
the Lutheran church-Missouri synod. 

“Withdrawing from the synod with 
the Emmanuel congregation were pastor 
G. W. Fischer and associate pastor Gordon 
Radtke. 

The action was taken at a meeting 
Oct. 30.” 

FROM WISCONSIN SYNOD 

May G-ad’s ab,undant blessings rest 
upon this congregation and its pastors 
wh.o have taken such a noble stand in 
the interes.t of the Truth that they 
may now be given every encourage- 
ment to4 study the confessional position 
of our .Conference and, finding it in 
harmony with their teaching and in 
full accord with Scripture, openly and 
publicly to acknowledge us as Breth- 
ren in the faith and to practice with 
us that true church fellowship which 
is based alone upon full agreement in 
Bible doctrine. 
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OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD 

crTherefore, if thine enemy hunger, 
feed him; if he thirst, give him drink; 
for in so doing thou shalt heap coats 
of fire on his head. Be not overcome 
of evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
Rom. 12:20,21. 

Here we have the Christian’s stand- 
ard as to his relation to his fellow- 
man. It is not the standard of the 
world; for those who are not actuated 
by the spirit of Christ will seek and 
wreak revenge. When some one hurts 
them, they will hurt him in return, 
and when some one maligns and 
curses them, they will curse in return. 

How different the Christian, who 
is a new creature, a child of God! 0 
yes, he also is hurt and wounded, often 
to the quick, by an enemy or even by 
one that is near and dear to him. And 
he will probably feel the surge of 
anger and feel tempted to seek re- 
venge’ which for the old Adam is a 
sweet satisfaction. But under such 
circumstances he remembers his own 
sins and shortcomings, the beam in 

his own eye, and above a.11 h e remem- 
bers the Savior’s patient suffering, 
God’s endless patience as He daily 
bears with his many sins and trans- 
gressions, and God’s boundless mercy 
and forgiveness. This softens his 
heart, so that he will not requite evil 
with evil. He will curb his natural 
impuls,e for revenge; he will speak 
softly and do good instead of evil. 
That is a Christian’s sweet and bl,essed 
revenge. He will thereby heap coals 
of fire upon his enemy’s head, and 
these coals of loving kindness will burn 
deep. Good will be Yictorious over evil,, 
and peace, joy, happiness, will be the 
blessed result. 

Oh, that husbands and wives, par- 
ents and children, and all who cull 
themselves God’s children would dili- 
gently cultivate the habit of “heaping 
coals of fire”! They would then not 
think evil of one another, but lovingly 
they would put the best construction 
upon everything and reap for them- 
selves the greatest happiness. rrOvler- 
come evil with good.” Tbut is the 
Cbristiun way. -H. D. Mensing 

,HYPOCRISY 
I It is hypocrisy when a person appears different than he actually is; when 

he says something else than he actually means; when he is friendly in 
word, but false in his heart. 
A. The hypocrite judges others and yet commits the sin himself. Rom. 

2: 1’21’22; Luke 6:41,42. 
II Hypocrisy is so much the worse when a person misuses God’s Word and 

Name to cover up his ungodly life; when he has God’s Word in his 
mouth, but not in his heart. Matt. 7:21; Matt. 15:8; Ps. 50:16,17; Titus 
1:16; 2 Tim. 3:5. 
A. There are various types of hypocrisy. Examples- 

1. When a Christian thoughtlessly sings and prays. 
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-- I 

IV 

V 

VI 

2. When a person belongs to a church merely in order to get more 
customers for his business. 

B. Description of a hypocrite. 
1. He can use loving words, but his heart is not sincere. 
2. He wants to be known as a Christian but does not want to follow 

Christ and His Word. 
3. He goes to church, but lives in secret sin. 
4. He uses the Means of Grace, but not for the purpose which God 

has intended them. 
C. Hypocrisy is especially a grave danger for- 

1. Pastors. Why is’ this? 
2. Older congregations.. Their orthodox confession and church life 

often become a mere outward formality. 

Examples of hypocrisy. 
A. Saul (I Sam. 15: 13) , David (2 Sam. 12: 5) , Absalom (2 Sam. 15: 7) , 

Ahaz (Is. 7: 12)) Ph arisees (Matt. 23; Mark 12:38-40)) Herod (Matt. 
2:8) , Judas (Jo.hn 12: 5; Luke 22t47), Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 
5:1-ll), the church in Sardis (Rev. 3:1). 

B. Discuss how many people today are quick to condemn something 
which is a matter of Christian liberty, while at the same time they will 
overlook such obvious sins as belonging to an unchristian lodge, etc. 

In the visible Church, true believers and hypocrites are mingled together. 
M.att. 13:47,48; Matt. 25: 1,2; Matt. 22:2,ll. Strictly speaking, the 
hypocrites are not really members of the Church. 

Why is it often very difficult to distinguish between a Christian and. a 
hypocrite? I Sam. 16~7. 

Why should we diligently avoid all hypocrisy? Because- 

VII Let 
A. 
B. 

It is forbidden by God. I Pet. 2: I. 
It is displeasing to God. Isaiah .l: 11-15; Jer. 14: 12. 
It is such a grievous sin before God and man. Ps. 5 : 7; Prov. 6: 16,1.7; 
Prov. 12~22; Prov. 1.9:5; Ps. 26:4,5. 
It is utter foolishness. Heb. 4: 13; 2 Tim. ,2: 19. 
It has evil consequences. for the hypocrite himself as well as the congre- 
gation . Matt. 27:3-5; Josh. 7; 2 Sam. 12:14; I Sam. 2: 17,23,24; 
Ezek. 36:20; Rom. 2:23,24. Explain how a hypocrite often reveals his 
hypocrisy when hardships must be endured in order to abide by the 
pure Word of God! 
It is severely punished. Matt. 23; Matt. 7:23; Acts 5:5,10. 
us examine our hearts- 
To see if we are really in the faith. Ps. 139:23,24; 2 Cor. 13:5. 
To see if we daily fight against this detestable si.n which still clings 
to the sinful flesh of the Christian. I Pet. 2: 1; Hymn 416. -M.L.N 



LESSON 12 
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT 

PrThou shalt not biear false 
witness against thy neighbor.” 

What does this mean? PrWe should 
fear and love God that we may not 
deceitfully belie, betray, slander nor 
defame our neighbor, but defend him, 
speak well of him, and put the best 
construction on everything.” 

Witness in testimony, telling some- 
thing about the life or conduct of 
another. False witness is untruthful 
testimony, or it is a statement of truth 
made maliciously to injure someone. 
All false witness has its source in a 
deceitful heart. Zech. 8:17: PrLet none 
of you imagine evil in your hearts 
against his neighbor; and love no false 
oath; for all these are things that : 
bate, saith the Lord.” 

‘To deceitfully belie one’s neighbor 
is to work a deception upon him, 
either by telling a lie, or withholding 
the truth. Thus Potiphar’s wife lied 
about Joseph (Gen. 39:7-20). Thus 
Abram withheld the truth from Phar- 
aoh (Gen. 12:lO-20). And thus the 
Jewish leaders sought to do with 
Jesus. Matt. 26:59: “The chief priests 
and elders and all the council sought 
false witness against Jesus to put 
Him. to death.” Fake witness is the 
devil’s work. John 8:44: “The devil 
is a liar and the father of it.” 

Moreover (Prov. 19: 5) ‘?a false 
witness shall not be unpunished, and be 
tbat speaketh lies shall not escape.” 
Jezebel employed false witnesses, to 
testify against Naboth (I Kings 21: 
7-14)) and the Lord gave her body 

to the dogs (I Kings 2 1: 23) . Her body 
was eaten by the palace wall in Jezreel 
(II Kings 9:3O-37) . Gehazi ran after 
Naaman the Syrian with a lie in his’ 
mouth, because he coveted of the 
gifts that Naaman had offered to 
E:lisha. But that very day he went out 
from the presence .of Elisha, a leper 
as white as snow (II Kings 5:20-27). 
Love to God and our fellow men 
should keep us from all lying and de- 
ception. Eph. 4:25: cr Wheref ore put- 
ting away lying, speak every.- man 
truth with his neighbor; for we are 
members one of another.-” 

Duty demands that one reveal his 
neighbor’s secrets whenever that is 
necessary for God’s glory and a fellow 
man’s protection. Thus Jonathan told 
David of Saul’s determination to slay 
him (I Sam. 20). And St. Paul’s 
nephew revealed to him the conspir- 
acy to take his life (Acts 23:16). 
But otherwise to tell that which is 
not generally known about one’s neigh- 
bor to his shame and hurt is TO DE- 
CEITFULLY BETRAY him. Doeg 
the Edomite saw Ahimelech the priest 
befriend David in a time of need, and 
when he told King Saul, the latter 
commanded Ahimelech and all his 
house to be slain. Prov. 11: 13 : “A 
talebearer revealetb secrets; but he 
that is of a faithful spirit concealetb 
the matter.” Prov. 20: 19: PrHe tbtit 
goeth about as a talebearer revealeth 
secrets; therefore meddle not with 
him that flatteretb with. his lips.” 
Judas Iscariot betrayed the Lord Jes,us 
by treacherously leading the Lord’s 
enemies to His quiet retreat in the 
garden of Gethsemane. 
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TO SLANDER AND DEFAME 
one’s neighbor, is to speak evil of him 
with a deceitful heart. It is to injure 
or destroy his good name and reputa- 
tion. Thus Absalom spoke against the 
government of David, his father, that 
he might steal away the hearts of the 
people from him (II Sam. 15:1-6) 
and raise a- successful rebellion to 
make himself king. But God’s Word 
cays (James 4: 11) “Speak not evil one 
of another, brethren.” It is also a very 
common sin for men to pass judgment 
upon the life and conduct o’f others, 
but Jesus says (Luke 6: 37) “Judge 
not, and ye sball not be judged; con- 
demn not, and ye shall not be con- 
demned; forgive and ye shall be for- 
given.” God warns every slandering 
and defaming tongue, saying (Psa. 
52:4,5) : rrTb,ou lovest all devouring 
words, 0 tbou deceitful tongue. God 
shall likewise destroy thee forever.” 

But God has given us tongues., the 
power of speech, to be used in the 
cause of truth and righteousness. We 
should DEFEND OUR NEIGH- 
BOR, SPEAK WELL OF HIM, 
AND PUT THE BEST CON- 
STRUCTION ON EVERY- 
THING. We should speak up for 
him when he is falsely accused, espec- 
ially if it be in his absence or under 
circumstances where he cannot well 
defend himself. Prov. 3 1: 8,9: “Open 
thy mouth for the dumb in the cause 
of all such as are appoint,ed to destruc- 
tion. Open thy mouth, judge right- 
eously; and plead the cause of the 
poor and needy.” 

It is quite usual among us to speak 
well of our neighbor to. his face, but 

it is a God-pleasing, virtuous thing 
also to speak well of him behind his 
back. Thus Jonathan spoke well of 
David to Saul, his father, who wanted 
to kill him. And Saul listened to the 
words of Jonathan, his son, and took 
an oath that David should not be 
slain (I Sam. 19:4-6) . 

Even when true accusations are 
raised against our neighbro,r or real 
faults or frailties are pointed out, we 
should not magnify them. Neither 
should we minimize or make light of 
them, but explain them as best we 
can and not insinuate evil motives. 
I Pet. 4:8: “Charity (Christian love) 
shall cover a multitude of sins.” Yea 
(I Car. 13:7) “Charity believetb all 
things, bopetb all tbin&, enduretb all 
tbings.” 

Christian love should move every 
child of God to give personal admoni- 
tion in keeping with the Savior’s 
Words: Matt. 18:15: “If thy brotbcr 
shall trespass against thee, GO AND 
TELL HIM his fault between thee 
nnd him alone; if be bear thee, thou 
bus gained thy brother.” Lev. 19~17: 
‘Thou shalt not bate thy brother in 
the beurt; thou shalt in any wise 
rebuke thy neighbor and not suffer 
sin for him.” 

Jesus kept also this commandment 
for us and paid for us the penalty of 
our sins against its holy words. II Cor. 
5:21: “For He (Gd) hatb made Him 
(Christ) to be sin for us, Who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God (that is, the 
right,eousness that satisfies God) in 
Him.” -J.E.S 
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Coacerning the generation which lived in the days before the Flood the 
Lord said, “My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is 
flesh.” (Gen. 6: 3) The Word of God was there; it was, preached by the patri- 
archs, especially by Noah. And through this Word the Holy Spirit admon- 
ished, warned, and threatened with God’s judgment. In the 11th chapter of 
Hebrews we are told of Noah that “he condemned the world”. (v.7) . He 
preached concerning the promised Seed of the woman, the only Savior of sin- 
ners. But all was in vain. The people of that day despised God’s Word and 
grace, mocked and reviled the true witnesses of the truth, and hardened their 
hearts more and more against God’s Word. Finally, in His just and righteous 
wrath, God sent the Flood to destroy them. 

Must God not also confess of the materialistic generations of our day, 
“My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh?” The 
Word of God is to be found throughout the world. The Scriptures have been 
translated into practically every known language, and it is distributed far and 
wide. And we still find, here and there, a few witnesses, who, like Noah of old, 
boldly stand up and proclaim this Word of Truth by mouth and pen. And 
wherever the Word of God is heard and read, there the Holy Spirit works 
through the Word convincing the world of sin, and of righteous, and of judg- 
ment. Whenever men hear or read the Word of God their very own conscience 
tells them that that which they are hearing or reading is the Truth! But the 
godless generation of our day does not want to hear; it does not want to be 
convinced by the Spirit of God, instead, it stifles its conscience and loves the 
darkness more than the light. The Lord through His Word stretches out His 
hands to rescue such people, but they push His hands away. 

The Word of God is stubbornly resisted in unbelief by the godless genera- 
tion of our day. How many cry: We don’t want to hear anything about 
a Savior and a heaven; we want to live as we please---our heaven is here upon 
earth! And when the Judgment Day is held before them, they ridicule 
it as an invention of the preachers to scare people into church. Indeed, the 
prophecy of the Apostle Peter is being fulfilled, “Knowing this first, that there 
shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, 
Where is the promise of His coming ? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation.” (2 Pet. 
3: 3’4). Is this not the language of the materialistic generation of our dav? 
As it was at the time of Noah, so also today all faithful witnesses of the Truth 
are mocked and ridiculed. Faithful pastors are looked upon as a menace and 
are even treated as the filth of the world, and the offscouring of all things (i 
Car. 4: 13) . Certainly, we have reason to say with the poet of old: 
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God bath His holy Gospel giv’n 
That all mankind might enter h,em’n; 
But for this Treasure, the world does not care, 
For sinful plcsasures it deems as its share. 
This is a sign that the Judgment is near! 

One does not ask for doctrine pure, 
For greed and gain much more allure, 
And other things unmentionable to the ear; 
But still they say, ‘?Tbere is no danger hex.” 
This is a sign that the Judgment is near! 

The world will not this warning heed, 
For God’s pure Word they feel no need. 
The only teaching to wbicb they adhere 
Is, ‘?Eat, and drink, and be of good cheer.” 
This is a sign that the Judgment is near! 

There was a Church of God in those days before the Flood. We have 
already heard about the pious children of Seth and the godly patriarchs who 
proclaimed the name of the Lord. This little flock of believers made up a 
glorious Church of God. But Moses tells us that the generation of the godly 
gradually fell away from God’s Word. The children of God became indiffer- 
ent over against His Word and, mixing with the unbelieving Cain&s, they 
continued to fall away until only Noah and his family were left.-Then the 
Flood came. 

How do things J.ook in Christiandom today? Very dark indeed! Falling 
away from God and His Word is a characteristic of our day. We must repeat 
the words of Dr. Walther, “At no time has a confident faith in the divinity 
of the Holy Scriptures been such a rare treasure in the very midst o,f Christian- 
dom as it is in our day.” (Crumbs, p 304). Yes, even in the very midst of 
Christiandom there are those who will brazenly and impudently deny the Verbal 
Inspiration of the Holy Scriptures ! Many teach that the Bible is a good 
book which contains divine truths, but at the same time, contains many errors 
and contradictions; hence, it is the task of the theologians to separate the truth 
from the error. Many hold that it is sheer nonsense to maintain that every 
word in the Bible is the inspired word of God. 

Let us note merely a few examples. Dr. J. H. Cotton, the president of 
the Presbyterian Theological Seminary of Chicago, declares that “the Bible 
is not ‘letter’ and that the Church’s doctrine of the infallible Bible is a heresy.” 
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, wel.l-known modernistic lecturer and autho,r, re- 
gards Verbal Inspiration as a “handicap,” and even states, ‘2 reached the 
shocking conviction that such traditional Bibliolatry is false in fact and perilous 
in result”. (The M o d ern Use of the Bible, pp. 181, 273). Even among the.se 
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who falsely call themselves Lutherans we hear and read similar statements. 
The Lutheran Church Quarterly, a professional theological magazine published 
by the United Lutheran Church, states: Yt is, of course, no secret that Verbal 
Inspiration is not taught in some of the seminaries of the United Lutheran 
Church.” (Vol. X, p. 196). Dr. C. E. Wendell of the Augustana Synod 
declares, “A stilted veneration for the Word betrays an inward weakness rather 
than a virile faith, and out o.f it proceeds a nerv,ous,. anxiety to prove the ‘com- 
plete inerrancy’ of the Bible ‘from cover to cover’. This may be good Funda- 
mentalism, but hardly good Lutberanism.” (What is Lutheranism? p. 236). 
Rev. J. I-3. Gockel, a pastor in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, writes, 
“First, then, Verbal Inspiration. This is theological terminology found neither 
in Scripture nor in the Confessions nor in Luther’s writings. What some 
would have Verbal Inspiration say puts it in the category of defenses of Scrip- 
ture truth based on logical deductions-defenses that are then given the status 
of doctrine which cannot be denied ‘without involving the guilt of rejecting 
divine truth’.” (Our Common Ground, p. 7) Such passages as, “All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God,” (2 T im. 3: 16) and “We spea.k, not in the words 
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teachetb,” (I Cor. 
2: 13) are “explained away” by the sin-perverted reason of such modernists who 
will not. acknowledge in all humility, “Thus saith the Lord!” Every sincere 
Christian has reason to pray with the pious poet: 

The haughty spirits, Lord, restrain 
Who o’er Thy Church with might would reign 
And’ always set forth something new, 
Devised to change Thy doctrine true. (Hymn 292, v. 6) 

-M.L.N 

The Christian congregation must see to it that the Office of the Keys is 
publicly exercised, that the Word of Reconciliation is applied everywhere and 
applied rightly. Above everything else, the congregation of believing Christians 
must have the public preaching of the Word and the administration of the 
Sacraments in their own midst, for their own edification or spiritual growth, and 
must carry the message of salvation also to those who are outside of the Church. 
But a Christian congregation must not only exercise the Office of the Keys in 
a general manner, it must also deal with individuals-comforting the penitent 
and rebuking the impenitent, remitting and retaining the sins of individual 
persons. Our catechism, therefore, speaks of confession, absolution, church 
discipline, and excommunication. 

In the Catechism we read about confession and absolution in the words: 
“Confession embraces two parts, One is that we confess our sins; the other, that 
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we receive absolution, or forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, 
and in no wise doubt, but firmly believe, that by it our sins are forgiven before 
God in heaven.9’ A true Christian confesses his sins daily before God and 
asks God for forgiveness. And from the Scriptures he receives the precious 
assurance that his sins are forgiven by God for Christ’s sake. But our churches 
use a General Confession for penitent believers, especially for those who wish 
to partake of the Lord’s Supper -that the Church may be assured of their 
penitence and that the believers may be aided in their preparation for a worthy 
reception of the Sacrament, for St. Paul writes that those who partake of the 
Lord’s Supper unworthily “eat and drink damnation to themselves” and are 
“guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.” St. Paul, therefore, writes: “Let 
a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup.” 
Such a self-examination in the light of the Ten Commandments will show 
everyone as having sinned MUCH against the just and holy God. Scripture, 
therefore, admonishes us, in many places, to confess our sins. The Bible says: 
“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” “He that covereth his sins shall not 
prosper; but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Yonfess 
your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.” 

But what sins are we to confess ? In Luther’s Small Catechism we read: 
“Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even of those which we do not 
k now.” This we do daily in the Lord’s Prayer, when we pray: “Forgive us our 
trespasses,” and in the General Confession, when we plead: “0 almighty God, 
merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto Thee all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and justly deserved Thy 
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray Thee of Thy boundless mercy and for the 
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Thy beloved. Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.” The 
pastor then performs the second part of confession which is the absolution or 
forgiveness by saying to those who, have thus confessed their sins‘: “Upon this 
your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and 
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” This is the 
Gospel, the glad tidings of the forgiveness of sins, applied to individuals. All 
objections to this Doctrine of Absolution are caused by ignorance of that which 
the Gospel clearly proclaims. We Christians are, therefore, to receive this ab- 
solution or forgiveness from the pastor as from God Himself and “in no wise 
doubt, but firmly believe that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.” 

But Luther’s Small Catechism also speaks of private confession, of the con- 
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fession of particular sins which especially burden our conscience. ‘FVe read: 
“But before the pastor we should confess those sins only which we know and 
feel in our hearts.” Such a private confession, how.ever, has absolutely no 
connection with the auricular confession of the Roman Church which requires 
a person to enumerate every particular sin. 

Private confession is something which is neither commanded nor forbidden 
1 
in Scripture. Yet, in Scripture we find various examples of private confession 
and of private absolution. Jesus Himself pronounced private absolution upon 
the man sick of the palsy, saying: ‘Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven 
thee.” We hear a private confession from the lips of the Prodical Son, when 
he said: “Father, I have sinned against heaven and in thy sight and am no more 
worthy to be called thy son.” In the second book of Samuel we have a beauti 
ful example of both private confess.ion and private absolution where King 
David confesses his grievous sin of murder and adultery to Nathan the prophet. 
saying: “I h ave sinned against the Lord.” Then Nathan said unto David: 
‘rThe Lord also hath put away thy sin, thou shalt not die.” 

The chief purpose of private confession is that the sinner receives personal 
comfort and consolation from the Word of God. In private confession he is 
able to unburden his heart more fully than in the General Confession and he has 
the forgiving words of the Lord applied to him in person and to his individual 
case. This personal application of the forgiveness of sins is, indeed, a source 
of great comfort to the penitent sinner, namely, to those who truly repent of 
their sins, believe in Jesus as their Savior, and earnestly purpose with the aid 
of God the Holy Ghost to amend their sinful lives. In this manner the Church 
carries out the instructions of Christ:“Whosesoever sins ye remit, they are 
remitted unto them.” (To be concluded) -B 
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