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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
To set forth in simple and plain language 

the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, the Brief 
Statement of 1932, and the Confession of 
Fc?ith of 1950. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Scriptural devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural stand, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true risible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there nzay be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true visible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
p&ion in doctrine and practice to acknowl- 
edge our position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may 
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To expose particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a wrong im,pression. 
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“Merry Christmas!” This is the 
greeting which is extended by people 
all over the world during this joyous 
season. It is an expression which 
passes over the lips of the unbelievers 
as well as the believers. Yet, what 
is Christmas ? For the unbelievers it 
is ONLY a time when they receive 
a brief vacation from their every-day 
occupation; a time when they spend 
money for gifts; a time when they 
can enjoy the various outward festiv- 
ities cf the Christmas Season; a time 
when they can get together with the 
members of their family. And for 
many of the unbelievers, the Christmas 
Season is a time of excessive eating 
and drinking, of wicked carousing 
and revelry. 

This is not to be the case with the 
Christians, the followers of the Christ- 
child! Their main enjoyment is not 
to be found merely in the outward 
festivities of the Season, but rather in 
the commemoration of the Birth of 
Christ, the almighty Son of God. And 
yet, because we Christians are in the 
world and must constantly mingle 
with the unbelieving children of the 
world and hear and see their material- 
istic outlook on life, and, because of 
the frailties of our sinful flesh, we 
stand in danger of often forgetting 
the real purpose for which we cele- 
brate Christmas and the effect that 
the Christ-child is to have upon our 
lives. 

The real purpose of the celebration 
of Christmas is stated by the Apostle 
in the Epistle lesson for Christmas 

Day, ltFor the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared to 
all men.” (Titus 2: 11) We had done 
nothing to merit the grace of God. 
But we had done all to merit His 
eternal wrath and displeasure. His 
demands were plain, “Ye shall be 
holy; for I, the Lord, your God, am 
holy.” (Lev. 19: 2) And again, “Be 
ye, therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” 
(Matt. 5:48) But, alas, we could not 
fulfil His demands. “The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God; for they are foolish- 
ness unto him; neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.” (I Cor. 2: 14) “Ye were 
dead in trespasses and sins.” (Eph. 
2: 1) What we were unable to do, 
Christ did for us! The grace; mercy, 
love, and tender kindness of our com- 
pas,sionate heavenly Father prompted 
Him to send His only begotten Son 
into the world to be the Substitute 
for sinful man. Christ was the free 
gift which God the Father gave to 
us sinners. With His life-blood as 
the price Jesus bought us back from 
the devil, sin and death. 

Fur whom did this Gift of God, 
the Savior, come? ALL men! No one 
is excluded. “For God so loved the 
WORLD, that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” (John 3: 16) What 
happiness and joy should fill our 
hearts as we ponder the real purpose 
of Christmas-Jesus is MY Savior, 
the grace of God is for ME, the for- 
giveness of sins is MY possession 
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and heaven is now MY Home! H~-(v 
sad that so many people shut thi; 
true joy and peace out of their hearts 
by rejecting the Christ-child as their 
Savior and Redeemer. And since their 
happiness is MERELY found in the 
outward festivities of the Christmas 
Season, their joy is short-lived-it is 
packed away with the Christmas decor- 
ations until the next Christmas. 

Jesus had come into the world to 
free us from the dominion of sin that 
we, out of love to Him, might serve 
Him in holiness and righteousness 
all the days of our life. Thus the 
effect of Christmas is to be seen in 
our lives! Christmas teaches us “that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, 
and godly, in this present world.” (Ti- 
tus 2: 12) 

We readily acknowledge that there 
are many who claim that they believe 
in the Christ-child, yet, how often 
they deny Him in word and deed! Of 
such the Apostle says, “They profess 
that they know God; but in works 
they deny Him, being abominable, and 
disobedient, and unto every good 
work reprobate.” (Titus 1: 16) For 
a man to make it known that he 
wishes to be recognized as a Christian 
and then, at the same time, knowingly 
and persistently to walk in the ways 
of the flesh and of the world, refus- 
ing to bow to the Word of the Savior, 
places such a one in a greater con- 
demnation than the unbeliever. (Luke 
12:47,48) 

As we, in spirit, stand at the manger 
of the Christ-child again this Christ- 
mas Season, let us make sure that He 

dwells in our hearts by faith and that 
::-e serve Him with works of love. 

Let me be Thine forever, 

0 Christ-child sweet and dear; 

Uphold me with Thy mercy, 

And be Th ou ever near. 

From Thee I gladly all receive, 

A:?d what is mine to Thee I give, 

My bear t, my soul, and ail I own. 

Let these be Thine alone. 
- WY mn 89, v. 5) 

-M.L.N. 

THE ADVENT SEASON 

The Advent Season is a series of 
four Sundays in which we turn our 
eyes toward the advent, or coming, of 
the Christ Child. The first Sunday 
in Advent is the beginning of a new 
Church Year. During the Advent 
Season we are to be reminded of the 
stirring theme of that great advent 
preacher, John the Baptist, as he cried 
out in the wilderness in Bethabara 
beyond Jordan: “Prepare ye the way 
of the Lord, Make His way straight.” 
Our hearts are to be prepared at all 
times for the Lord through daily con- 
trition and repentance-by daily sor- 
row over our sins; by the daily re- 
newal of our faith in Jesus for the 
remission of our sins; and by the 
earnest purpose, with the h.elp of God 
the Holy Spirit, to amend our sin- 
ful lives-daily renewing our bap- 
tismal vow to serve the Triune God 
and Him only, and to renounce the 
devil and all his works and all his 
ways.-B 
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Titus 2, 11: For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared to a13 
men, 

In our text we see the holy Apostle, 
as it were, standing in a pulpit high 
up in front of the Bethlehem stable 
from which he delivers the Christmas 
sermon to the entire world. And how 
does he begin it ? Does he perhaps 
say: The strict righeousness of God 
hath appeared? or does he only say: 
The eternal love of God hath appear- 
ed? No, he says: rcThe GRACE of 
God that bringeth salvation bath ap- 
peared.” 

Alas, if the Apostle said: The 
strict righteousness of God hath ap- 
peared, then this would not be a joy- 
but a terror-inspiring sermon. For are 
we not all sinners,, and is not God’s 
righteousness of such a nature that 
God must hate all sins and punish all 
sinners? Neither does the Apostle 
merely say: The eternal love of God 
hath appeared. To be sure, this would 
certainly not be a terror-inspiring but 
rather an exceedingly sweet call. Fez 
what can sound sweeter than “Love, 
eternal love !” But now since we all 
are sinners, what would it help us 
if only the love of God had come and 
appeared to us ? Do not truly upright 
parents discipline their disobedient 
children the more earnestly, the more 
pure and ardently they love them? If 
now only God’s love had appeared, 
wouldn’t we then have to fear that it 
had come with the rod to chasten and 

punish us, its disobedient children? 
However, well for us! The Apostle’s 
Christmas sermon proclaims: ??%e 
GRACE of God bath appeared.” 
CrGrace!” That is the theme, and, in a 
word, the entire content of he aposto- 
lic Christmas sermon. And that is just 
the sermon that we people need. 

But must .not grace itself often be 
silent when righteousness opposes it? 
What, for example, does it help a 
wicked debtor who is unable to pay 
his debt, even though he has an ever 
so merciful judge? Isn’t it true that 
a merciful judge, if he doesn’t want 
to judge unjustly, cannot release a 
debtor from his debt until he has 
first paid his debt to the last penny 
or at least has given sufficient secur- 
ity for payment. 3 Yes, indeed! How- 
ever; the Apostle does not only say: 
rrThe grace of God bath appeared,” 
but: “Th e graoe of God that bringeth 
SALVATION bath appeared.” What 
does he want to say with these words? 
No’thing else than this: In Christ the 
payment of man’s sin-debt has appear- 
ed and, at the same time, therefore, 
a grace which brings with it life and 
salvation. For who is that child which 
in deepest poverty lies yonder in the 
crib? Is it not the Lord God Himself, 
the Lord of Glory, “God, made mani- 
fest in the flesh?” What does that 
mean, however, that this great God 
has become a miserable man, that this 
Lord of all Lords has become a serv- 
ant of all servants? It means nothing 
else than this: God had to humiliate 
Himself so deeply in order thus to pay 
for our great sin-debt Himself. It is 
true, He had only made a beginning 
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of the payment of that debt when He 
lay there in the crib, but He did not 
rest until after unspeakable suffering, 
bleeding, thirsting, yes, being fore- 
saken of God, He hung on the cross, 
and after He thus now had paid the 
1as.t penny of our debt, finally was able 
victoriously to cry out: “It is fin- 
ished,” that is, the great sin-debt is 
paid, the sinful world is pardoned, 
man who had become God’s enemy 
is reconciled with God, heaven is open- 
ed to him! For that reason the holy 
Apostle was also able, as it were, to 
cry out victoriously: “The GRACE 
of God that bringeth SALVATION 
bath appeared.” 

But the Apostle does not say: To 
all pious people, not even: To all 
penitent or to all believing people; 
rather, he rejoicingly exclaims: “The 
grace of God that bringetb salvation 
bath appeared to ALL MEN!” Ac- 

ccrdingly, there isn’t a person, not 
even one, in all this wide world, be- 
ginning from Adam, the first-created, 
to the last-born, who is excluded from 
this saving grace of God. 

0, therefore, let us in spirit go to 
Bethlehem and there worshipfully 
kneel E:efore the crib; for here is pre- 
sented the most beautiful spectacle 
of heaven and earth: here lies the 
grace of God, yes-0 Joy!-more 
yet, here lies the “salvation,” that is 
“the grace of God” its-If, bringing 
us life and salvation. Hallelujah! 

With b2fdness now I cling to Thee, 
From a?1 distress Thou freest me, 
Hast borne the wrath, didst death 

destroy, 
A!1 grief Th ou turnest into joy. 

Hallelu jab! Amen. 
Taegliche Hausandacht 
C. F. W. Walther (Crull) 
Translated by E.L.M. 

As we believe in our hearts so must 
our lips speak, confess, and testify. 
The story is told of three men who 
were walking together. Two of these 
men called themselves Christians, the 
other declared that he was a doubter. 
As they talked, their conversation 
drifted tom the subject of Christmas, 
whereupon the doubter immediately 
asked the others whether they really 
considered the Christmas Sto,ry to 
be true: They replied that they be- 
li.eved it indeed. Then the doubter 
said: “You cannot possibly believe it. 
For if you really believed it, you could 

not speak of it so calmly; it would 
give you no rest, until all the world 
knew and believed that God so loved 
the world-as the Chris.tmas story 
teaches.” But, how is it with us? 
Is the Chtiistmas Story something 
which we just take as a matter of 
fact? Do we just take it for granted? 
Are our hearts truly filled with the 
message of Christmas so that out of 
the fulness of our hearts our mouths 
speak, so that we shout the glad 
tidings of salvation through the Christ 
Child without fear, shame, or doubt? 
True believers are not to keep their 

AS WE BELIEVE, SO MUST WE SPEAK 
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faith to themselves; they are not to 
hide the light of their faith under 
a bushel; they must tell others the 
joyous tidings of the Gospel; th:y 
must tell others of the Christ Child 
in the manger and of their certain 
hope of salvation through Him. Thus 
the Lord God, speaking to, His 
Church of all time, to, all true be- 
lievers, exclaims: “0 Zion, that bring- 
est good tidings, get thee up into the 
high mountain; 0 Jerusalem, that 
bringest good tidings, lift up thy 
voice with strength; lift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, 
Behold your God.“-B 

GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY? 

“Behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy.” With these words the 
angel introduced his message to the 
shepherds in the fields of Bethlehem 
on the first Christmas. Yes, Christ- 
mas was intended to be a day of joy 
and rejoicing. Not another festival 
in the Christian Church causes so 
much gladness as does this glorious 
festival, which, by God’s grace, we 
are again permitted to celebrate. On 
Christmas, the whole world about us 
seems to be turned mto gladness in 
spite o;f the grim international 
and the inevitable sickness and 
among the children of men. 
during this season, seems to 

affairs 
sorrow 

Man, 
forget 

his own precious self and to, find 
pleasure in making and seeing others 
happy. Gifts are exchanged among 
friends and are also presented to the 
poor and destitute. Parents desire to 
see their children happier on this day 

and children desire to see their parents 
more joyful. Thus, Christmas has 
come to be a day of joy in the 
world . . . . . but few there are among 
the people of world who know the 
real source and foundation for the 
true joy of which the Christmas angel 
speaks. Th e angel did not say: “I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, 
for henceforth this day shall be among 
men a day of brotherly love and kind- 
ness, a day of unselfish giving, a day 
of peace among the nations of the 
world.” No indeed! The angel spoke 
these glad tidings on that first Christ- 
mas: “For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, which 
is Christ the Lord.” -B 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is 
to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting. (Micah 5: 2) 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive: and 
bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. (Isaiah 7: 14) 

When the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law: to 
redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adop 
tioa of sons. (Galatians 4 :4,5) 

This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief. (I Tim- 
othy 1:15) 
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faith to themselves; they are not to 
hide the light of their faith under 
a bushel; they must tell others the 
joyous tidings of the Gospel; th?y 
must tell others of the Christ Child 
in the manger and of their certain 
hope of salvation through Him. Thus 
the Lord God, speaking to His 
Church of all time, to all true be- 
lievers, exclaims: “0 Zion, that bring- 
est good tidings, get thee up into the 
high mountain; 0 Jerusalem, that 
bringest good tidings, lift up thy 
voice with strength; lift it up, be not 
afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, 
Behold your Go&‘-B 

GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY! 

“Behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy.” With these words the 
angel introduced his message to the 
shepherds in the fields of Bethlehem 
on the first Christmas. Yes, Christ- 
mas was intended to be a day of joy 
and rejoicing. Not another festival 
in the Christian Church causes so 
much gladness as does this glorious 
festival, which, by God’s grace, we 
are again permitted to celebrate. On 
Christmas, the whole world about us 
seems to be turned into gladness in 
spite oif the grim international affairs 
and the inevitable sickness and sorrow 
among the children of men. Man, 
during this season, seem.s to forget 
his own precious self and to find 
pleasure in making and seeing others 
happy. Gifts are exchanged among 
friends and are also presented to the 
poor and destitute. Parents desire to 
see their children happier on this day 

and children desire to see their parents 
more joyful. Thus, Christmas has 
come to be a day of joy in the 
world . . . . . but few there are among 
the people of world who know the 
real source and foundation for the 
true joy of which the Christmas angel 
speaks. Th e angel did not say: “I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, 
for henceforth this day shall be among 
men a day of brotherly love and kind- 
ness, a day o,f unselfish giving, a day 
of peace among the nations of the 
world.” No indeed! The angel spoke 
these glad tidings on that first Christ- 
mas: “For unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, which 
is Chris.t the Lord.” -B 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me that is 
to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting. (Micah 5: 2) 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive: and 
bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel. (Isaiah 7: 14) 

When the fulness of the time was 
come, God sent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to 
redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adop 
tion o’f sons. (Galatians 4: 4,5) 

This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptatio,n, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief. (I Tim- 
othy 1~15) 
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WELCOME TO EARTH, THOU NOBLE GUEST 

Welcome to *earth, Thou noble Guest, 
Through whom the sinful world is 

blest! 
Thou com’st to share my misery; 
What thanks shall I return to Thee? 

Ah, Lord, who bust created all, 
How weak art Thou, bow poor and 

small, 
That Thou dost choose Tbine infant 

bed 
Where bumble cattle lately f)cd! 

Were earth a thousand times as fair, 
Beset with gold and jewels rare, 
It yet were far too poor to be 
A narrow cradle, Lord, for Tb,ee. 

For velvets soft and silken stuff 
Thou bust but bay and straw so rough., 
Whereon -Thou, King, so rich and 

great, 
As ‘twere Thy heaven, art throned 

in state. 

And thus, dear Lord, it pledseth Thee 
To make this truth quite plain to me, 
That all the world’s wealth, honor, 

might, 
Are naught and worthless in Thy 

sight. 

A/1, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be 
A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 

My heart fo r very joy dotb leap, 
My lips no more can silence keep; 
1, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradle-song; 

Glory to God in bigbest heaven, 
Who unto us His Son bath given! 
IVbile angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth. 

(Martin Luther) 
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A Baunfimt 
“He that believeth and is baptized 

shall be saved.” Mark 16:16. 
Here is another promise of your 

God. Holy Baptism was instituted by 
Christ. “Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost,” said Christ, Matt. 
28: 19. “Repent and be baptized, every 
one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, and 
ye sha!l receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost,” said Peter on the first Pente- 
cost. 

Were you baptized, christened, 
sprinkled, or washed with water, ac- 
cording to Christ’s institution, in the 
name of Christ? Then you were bap- 
tized “into Christ,” then you “have 
put on Christ,” you are His, and He 
is yours with all His righteousness. 
That is the reason why Christ could 
say: “He that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved,” and St. Peter 
could write: “Baptism doth also now 
save us.” Your God says so; Christ 
says it; Peter by the Holy Ghost says 
it-it must be true. Hold God to His 
promise, b’elieve it; God’s promis,e will 
not fail you. In Holy Baptism God 
has given you the seal of your coven- 
anted salva.tion. Remember your bap- 
tism, think of it, and thank God that 
He has so wonderfully made provi- 
sions for your blessed destiny. 

H owever, if, still doubting, you 
say: “But how can Baptism, the simple 
washing of water, save me?” then take 
a dollar bill and look at it and feel 
it. Is it worth anything? Is it worth 

gold or sJlver ? No, it is just a piece 
of paper, not svorth a red cent; and 
yet you say, It is worth something, 
it is worth a hundred cents. Why? 
Because our Government says so. Our 
Government wrote its promise on the 
paper, and that makes it valuable. 
Just so. You believe your Govem- 
ment. Then believe also your God. 
Without the Word of God the water 
of Baptism is indeed simple water, 
without any value or power; but Bap- 
tism is the water comprehended in 
God’s command and connected with 
God’s Word. God attached His 
promise to the water in Baptism. God 
said so, that is why Bqtism saws us. 
His word remains true. 

:H. D. Mensing, Sr.t 

For unto us a child is born, unto 

us a son is given: and the government 

shall be upon his shoulder: and his 

name shall be called Wonderful, 

Counsellor, The mighty God, The 

everlasting Father, The Prince of 

Peace. (Isaiah 9:6) 

5ACK ISSUES 

We have had many requests for back 
issues of our periodical. These issues 
will be priced as follows: 

Issues of current year _------ .20 
An additional five cents for each 

previous year. 
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The 

RELIGION IN THE 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

following letter was written 
by Pastor M. L. Natterer of Lebanon, 
Oregon, and submitted to the Editors 
of several leading newspapers in Ore- 
gon. It is reprinted here as it appeared 
in the Albany Democrat-Hkrald on 
November 15, 1957. 

To the Editor: 

It is with growing apprehension that 
I have noticed the steady trend in our 
public schools to imitate the parochial 
schools. In many of our public schools 
the teucher opens the day by reading 
a selection from the Bible followed 
by a prayer. There are various school 
assemblies, especially during Thanks- 
giving, Christmas and Easter, when a 
regular church service is held in the 
public school and the services of some 
“middle-of -the-road” minister are em- 
ployed to speak on a religious topic. 
Then there are the yearly Baccahr- 
eate services which are very often 
held in one of the local churches with 
various local pastors officiating. 

That a parochial school should have 
religious services, is obvious. It is sup- 
ported and maintained by the mem- 
bers of a specific religious denomin- 
ation. The public school is not sup- 
ported and maintained by a select 
few; it is supported by all tdxpayers- 
Protestant, Catholics, Jews, and un- 
btelievers alike. Is it fair for a teacher 
to require the pupils who come from 
different denominations and hotding 
different beliefs, to listen while she 
sped!& a prayer setting forth her re- 

ligious convictions? A public scho~i’ 
teacher is not a parochial school teacb- 
er. She receives her salary not from a 
specific religious group, but from all 
of he taxpayers. 

This, of course, , ’ 

all tnacbers are 
notable exceptions 

does not mean that 
guilty. There are 
wh,o conscientious!y 

try to uphold our great American 
principle of separation of Church and 
State. Unfortunately, h :wever, they 
are often pushed into it by the cte- 
cisions of some school boards and 
PTA groups. 

The public schools should have no 
religious teach,ings, but leave the teacb- 
ing of religion to the home, th,e church 
and the parochial school. This is the 
American principle which has been 
reiterated again and again by the 
courts in our land. The United States 
Supreme Court has declared, “We 
have staked the very existence of our 
country on the faith that compllete 
separation between the state and re- 
ligion is best for the state and blest 
for religion.” 

M. L. Natterer, 
483 Tungent St. 
Lebanon, Ore. 
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THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 

The first Christmas was spiritual. 
The s.hepherds had no Christmas joys 
as we have them today, no tree, x2.8 
gifts, no family reunions. And yet, we 
dare say, their Christmas was the 
greatest and most wonderful Chris:- 
mas ever olbserved, for the angels came 
down from heaven to praise God with 
them. 

We allow the earthly, the material, 
to gauge our Christmas. If sickness 
chance to be in our home, then it is 
a dreadful Christmas; if misfortune 
makes it impossib,le to bestow gifts and 
receive them as in other years, then 
Christmas is to us empty and glo,omy; 
if we cannot gather in family groups 
as formerly, then Christmas is not 
what it used to be. 

What we need to do is to return to 
that simple, childlike faith of the 
shepherds and contemplate upon the 
real meaning of Christmas: Ch,rist, the 
Savior, is born. Then nothing, nothing, 
can rob: us of o,ur real Christmas joy. 

God rest ye all, good Ch,ristians, 

Let nothing you dismay, 

For Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

Was born on Christmas Day! 

The dawn rose red o’er Beth,le’m, 

Tbc stars shone through the gray, 

When Jesus Christ, our Savior, 

Was born on Christmas Day! 

-Selected 

Bethlehem or Beit-laham, meaning 
“House of Bread,” celebrated in 
Scriptures as the birthplace of our 
blessed Savior, and of King David, 
is now a small unwalled village, situ- 
ated at a distance of five miles south 
of Jerusalem. The 
4000 to 5000 souls, 
tian-that is, Latin, 
menian. 

poulation, about 
is wholly Chris- 
Greek, and Ar- 

The village is situated in the center 
of a most interesting country; and the 
roof of the Latin monasdery-the 
only public building of any import- 
ance, enclosing the cave which is the 
alleged place of our Lord’s nativity- 
commands a beautiful and extensive 
view of the surrounding county: in the 
distance, east, are the mountains of 
Moab and the plans of the Jordan; 
south, stands the hill of Tekoah, fam- 
iliar as the scene of the pastoral life 
of the prophet Amos; beyond, and 
rather more to the east, lies the wild- 
erness of Engedi, to which David 
retreated for the purpose of conceal- 
ing himself against the pursuit of 
Saul, and where the allied armies 
of the Amorites, Moabites, and others, 
encamped when they came forth against 
Jehoshaphat; north, is the road to 
Jerusalem, with the mountains of 
Judea and Rachel’s tomb. 

The Convent of the Nativity, which 
encloses the supposed manger, was 
built by Empress Helena, 327 A.D., 
but destroyed by the Moslems in 1236, 
and it is supposed, restored by the 
Crusaders. Within it is the Church 
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of the Nativity. The church is built 
in the form of a cross; the nave, which 
is by far the finest part of the building 
is supported by 48 beautiful Corinthian 
columns of soild granite, each btetween 
2 and 3 feet in thickness, and about 
17 feet in height. The other portions 
of the church, forming the arms of 
the cross, are walled up. At the further 
end of that section which forms the 
head of the cross, and on the thres- 
hold, is a sculptured marble star, which 
the Bethlehemites say covers the central 
point of the earth! Here a long in- 
tricate passage descends to the crypt 
below, where the blessed Virgin is said 
to have been delivered. The walls of 
the chamber are hung with draperies 
of the gayest colors; and a silver star, 
with the words, “Hit 6e Yivgine Maria 
Jesus Christus natus est,” meaning, 
“Here Jesus Christ was born of the 
Virgin Mary,” marks the spot of the 
nativity. The manger stands in a low 
recess cut in the rock, a few feet from 
this star. -Adapted 

If a person learns from youth up to 
recognize the benefits of God, and 
hence to love Him, and likewise, the 
punishments and threatenings of God, 
and hence to fear Him, he will not 
forget it afterwards when he is old. 

-Luther 

Fret not thyself because of evil men, 
neither be thou envious at the wicked; 
for there shall be no reward to the 
evil man; the candle of the wicked 
shall be put out. Prov. 24: 19,120. 

LESSON 22 

THE SECOND CHIEF PART 

THE CREED 

Article II 

Christ’s State of Humiliation 

In order to accomplish the work of 
His office as Savior and Redeemer of 
men, Christ entered for a time into 
a state of humiliation. He voluntarily 
refrained from the full and constant 
use of the divine attributes communi- 
cated to His human nature. Phil. 
2:7,8: ‘?He made Himself of no 
reputation, and took upon Him the 
form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men; and being f ou,nd 
in fashion us a man, H.e bumbled 
Himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even tt5e death of the Cross.” 
Only occasionally, as in the working 
of miracles, did He reveal His hidden 
glory. John 2: 11: “This beginning of 
miracles did Jesus in Cana of Gali- 
lee, and manifested forth, His glory.” 

He, according to His human na- 
ture, bore the infirmities of our fallen 
human nature. Heb. 2:14-18: “For- 
asmucb then as the cbitdren are par- 
takers of flesh and blood, He also 
Himself likewise took part of the 
same; that tbrougb death He might 
destroy him that bad the power of 
death,, that is the devil; and deliver 
them wbo through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
For verily He took not on Him the 
nature of angels; but He took on Him 
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the seed of Abraham. .Wberefore in 
all things it beboved Him to be made 
C&e unto His brethren, that He might 
be a merciful and faithful Hig ‘7 
Priest in things pertaining to God, 
to make reconciliation for the sixs 
of the people. For in that He Himself 
bath suffered being tempted, He is 
able to succor them that are tempted.” 
Heb. 4:15: He “was tempted in all 
points like as we are, yet without sin.” 
Moreover He became subject to the 
obligations of the divine Law, and 
its curse. MBtt. 3:15: “And Jesus 
answcrlng said unto Him, Suffer it 
to be so now; for thus it becorn& 
us to fulfill all righteousness.” Gal. 
4:4,5: He was “made under (subject 
to) the Law, to redeem them that 
were under the Law.” And Gal. 3: 13: 
“Christ bath redeem,ed us from the 
curse of the Law, being made a curse 

f or us.; for it is written. Cursed is 
everyone that bangetb on a tree.” 

The humiliation of Christ embraces 
all the events of His earthly life from 
His conception in the womb of Mary 
to His return to life in Joseph’s tomb. 
Of these the Second Article mentions 
the following: “Conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary; 
suffered under Pontius Pilate; was 
crucified, dead and buried.” 

Of His conception we read that the 
angel said to Mary (Luke 1: 35) : 
“The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Higbest 
shall oversbadow thee; therefore also 
that Holy Thing wbkb shall be born 
of thee shall be called the Son of God.” 
Thus the Scriptures teach that Christ, 

through the miraculous working of 
the Holy Ghost was conceived a true 
Man by the Virgin Mary. Of His 
birth we read (Luke 2:7) : “She 
brought forth her first born Son, and 
wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, 
and laid Him in a manger.” Thus 
CHRIST was born of the Virgin 
Mary, a true Man, and in great pov- 
erty. But His humiliation did not con- 
sist in this, that He became a true 
Man; for He continues to be a true 
Man also in His exaltation. It rather 
consisted in this, that in becoming 
man, God’s Son took upon Himself 
the whole misery and wretchedness 
which sin brought upon the human 
race. II Cor. 8:9: ‘Ye know the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that ye through His 
poverty might be rich.” And Isa. 
53:4: ‘?He bath borne our griefs cmrd 
and carried our sorrows.” 

Christ’s suffering for us began with 
His cricumcision when He was eight 
days old and continued through His 
visible life on earth. He endured all 
troubles, temptations, reproaches, dan- 
gers and hardships that are common 
to men. But His suffering culmin- 
ated in His great passion during the 
last two days of His earthly life. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate. Our 
Redeemer suffered great anguish of 
body and soul from Gethsemane to 
Calvary. He endured to the end the 
most extreme and bitter sorrow, in 
His atonement for our sins. Isa. 53: 
5,6: “He was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, He was bruised for our in- 
iquities; the chastisement of (for) our 
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peace was upon Him; and with His 
stripes we are healed. AU we like 
sbaeep have gone astray; we have turn- 
ed every one to his own way; and the 
Lord bath laid on Him the iniquity of 
us al!.” And II Cor. 5: 21: ‘?He bath 
made Him to be sin for us who knew 
tia sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God (that satisfies 
God) in Him.” 

The death of Christ was a true 
death, a separation of His soul fro,m 
His body. John 19:3O: “He bowed 
His bead, and gave up the ghost.” 
But in death not only His soul but 
also His body remained in communion 
with the divine nature so that His 
death was truly that of the Son of 
God. Acts 3: 15: rrYe kilted the Prince 
of Life.” The possibility of His death 
under these circumstances is a mystery 
so great that He Himself chose to 
explain it. John 10:17,18: “Tbere- 
fore dotb My Father love Me, be- 
cause I lay down My life, that I 
might take it again. No man tak,etb 
it from Me, but I lay it down of My- 
self, I have power to lay it down, and 
I have power to take it again.” 

Joseph of Arimathaea removed 
Jesus’ body from the cross and buried 
it. Matt. 27:59,60: “When Joseph bad 
taken the body, be wrapped it in a 
clean linen cloth, and laid it in his 
own new tomb.” Thus Christ made 
His grave (Isa. 53:9) “With the rich 
in His death.” There His body lay 
to the third day without seeing cor- 
ruption. Psa. 16: 10: ‘?Tbou wilt not 
suffer Tbine Ho/y One to see cor- 
ruption.” 

All this the Lamb of God suffered 
for US. Isa. 53:7: CrHe was oppressed, 
and He was afflicted, yet He opened 
not His mouth; He is brought as a 
Lamb to the slaughter,” because we 
could not ourselves escape that suffer- 
ing and death otherwise. He became 
our Substitute, that we might live. 
Shall we not live our lives entirely 
for H!m! -J.E.S. 

MARY, THE MOTHER OF JESUS 
The announcement of our Savior’s 

b:rth to the Virgin Mary is pres’ented 
to us in the Bible in a very sim.ple 
manner. Nothing in the Bible narra- 
tive would give the Christian child 
of God the visciously false notions o,f 
the Roman Church concerning the 
Virgin Mary, namely, that she was 
conceived and born without sin and 
that she was taken bodily into heaven 
where she is now a “go between” her 
Son and mankind. Mary is pictured 
to us in the Bible merely as a pious 
God-fearing woman-a sinner, even 
as all people are sinners. Neverthe- 
less, God had indeed highly favored 
her, above all other women, by choos- 
ing her by His grace to be the mother 
of the Savior. We can learn and profit 
much by Mary’s humble piety and 
God-fearing character as presented in 
the Scriptures. She humbly submitted 
herself to the Word of God, for we 
read in Luke 1: 38: “And Mary said, 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord; 
be it unto me according to thy word.” 
For our example, we also read of Mary 
in Luke 2: 19 that she “kept all these 
things and pondered them in her 
heart.“-B 
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PATIENCE 

I The patience of God. Ex. 34:6; Ps. 145:8; Rom. 2:4; 15:5 The patience 
of God reveals that phase of God’s goodness which prompts Him not 
to punish immediately, but to wait for the sinner’s repentance. 

A. How patient God is - 
1. to all men. Even after man had fallen into sin God graciously gave 

him the promise of a Savior, Gen. 3: 15 
2. to the impenitent. Gen. 6:3; Nehemiah 9: 16,17; I Tim. I: 16; 

I Pet. 3:20 
3. by postponing the Last Day because He wants all men to repent. 

2 Pet. 3~9 

B. 
4. by seeking out the lost sheep. Luke 15: l-10 
We are not to abuse God’s patience by thinking that there is no hurry 
about our repentance. Ps. 50:21,22; Isaiah 55:6,7; Matt. 3:lO; Luke 
13:6-9; John 15:6; Rom. 11:22; Web. lo:37 

II Christians should also be patient. Prov. 14:29; 15: 18; 16:32 
A. Patient with one another. Eph. 4:2; 2 Tim. 4:2. With their frailties 

and weaknesses. For example- 
1. We should exercise much patience with those who do us wrong,. 

Matt. 5: 38-44 
2. Patience in the home. Eph. 5:22,25; 6:4 
3. Patient in brotherly admonitions. Matt. 18: 15-17 
4. Patient in instructing and teaching. 2 Tim. 2:24,25; 4:2 

B. What should encourage us to be patient? 
1. 
2. 

3. 

God’s command. I Thess. 5: 14 
Christ’s example. Show how He was patient with Judas and 
Thomas. 
The necessity of patience. Others must have much patience with 
our frailties. Matt. 7:lZ Explain how patience is necessary in 
every calling and occupation. 

C. The patience which we should exercise toward 
endure tribulation., Lamentations 3: 26; Luke 
12: 12; I Tim. 6: 11; Heb. 12: 1; James 5:7,8 

God when we must 
21:19; Rom. 5:3,4; 

1. Impatience only makes our suffering worse. How? Hymn 518 v2. 
2. Impatience hinders God’s Will and frustrates His gracious pur- 

pose. Heb. lo:36 
3. Show from the history of the children of Israel how they often 

became very impatient. 
4. Why can a Christian be patient in tribulation? 

- 191 - 



The Coacoadia Lutheran 
1133 Oregon Street 

COOS BAY, OREGON 

Return Postage Guaranteed 

D. We should be patient in tribulation because of - 

1. God’s Wd. Luke 21:12-19; Rom. 12:12; Rev. 14:12 

2. Christ’s example. Is. 53:7; I Pet. 2:21-23 

3. The example of the prophets. James 5: 10,ll 

E. Such patience is a fruit of the Spirit. Gal. 5:22; James 1: 3 
1. It is learned from the Scriptures. Rom. 15:4; Rev. 3 : 10 

2. It is strengthened and tested through tribulation. Ps. 94: 12,13; 
Rom. 5: 3,4 

Therefore my hope is in the Lord 

And not in mine own merit; 

It rests upon His faithful Word 

To them of contrite spirit 

That He is merciful nnd just; 

This is my comfort und trust, 

His help I wait with patience. (Hymn 329, v. 3) -M.L.N. 
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