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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
To set forth in simple and plain language 

the pure doctrine of God’s Word as taught by 
the true Lutheran Church in full accordance 
with the Book of Concord of 1580, the Brief 
Statement of 1932, and the Confession of 
Faith of 1950. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, what 
true Christians are to believe and how, out 
of love for their Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and articles 
for Script,urai devotion and meditation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural s&d, 
that our Concordia Lutheran Conference is not 
a sect or a false church body but that the 
congregations which form our Conference 
comprise the true risible church on earth, not 
denying, however, that there may be others 
unknown to us who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice and who also 
rightly belong to the true Yisible church of 
Christ. 

To urge all who truly share our Scriptural 
position in doctrine and practice to acknowi- 
edge ou? position openly and publicly in order 
that we may recognize the blessed existence 
of such God-given unity and that we may 
then proceed to practice a God-pleasing church 
fellowship with them by supporting each 
other’s work with our prayers and personal 
service as mutually acknowledged brethren in 
the faith. 

To show that we do not have among us a 
mixture of divergent teachings but that we 
are, by God’s grace, “perfectly joined together 
in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical informa- 
tion which has a bearing upon the Church 
and to expose modern philosophical thought 
and the so-called scientific theories which 
contradict the Word of God. 

To exp&e particularly the false teaching 
and practice of the various so-called “Luth- 
eran” church bodies by comparing their teach- 
ing and practice with what is plainly recorded 
in the Word of God, in the Lutheran Con- 
fessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to keep 
abreast of the current happenings in the 
church world and among the nations as signs 
of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our ,reporting 
and freely to correct any misinformation of 
which we are not aware and which has been 
called to our attention. Also to clarify any 
information or statement of doctrine or prac- 
tice which may be unclear to our readers or 
which may create a, wrong impression. 
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E#stpr l&KY 
The somber days of Lent h avc 

drawn to a close, and our special medi- 
tation of the Lord’s suffering and 
death has been completed. As we read 
these lines, our hearts are thrilling 
anew to the joys and blessings of the 
great festival of Easter. Throughout 
Christendom the jubilant hymn rings 
forth: I know that my Redeemer 
lives! How every true believer re- 
joices in the undeniable fact that the 
Lord has emerged from the tomb as 
Victor over death, hell, and the grave! 
Only he who through faith has this 
knowledge and its attendant joy and 
gladness in his heart can testify to 
its blessed value for this life and for 
that which is to come. 

Have you ever thought: What if 
there were no Easter? Then our entire 
Christian religion would be useless 
and hopeless. Then there is no need 
for divine servi.ces dedicated to His 
honor and glory. “Then is our preach- 
ing vain . . . Your faith is vain.” 
I Cor. 15, 14, 17. Then each baptism 
and each celebration of Lord’s Supper 
are a farce, and no once could receive 

forgiveness of sins. “If Christ be not 
raised . . . ye are yet in your sins.” 
I Cor. 15, 17. Then confirmation 
classes received instruction concerning 
an imposter and fake. Then all who 
saw departed loved ones receive Chris- 
tian burial were given false hopes of 
a blessed reunion above. “Then they 
also which are fallen asleep in Christ 
are perished.” I Cor. 15, 18. Then 
the whole Bible is a worthless book. 
Without Easter our lives would indeed 
be sad and pitiable. We would be “of 
all men most miserable.” I Cor. 15, 19. 

But “now is Christ risen from the 
dead and become the first fruits of 
them that slept.” I Cor. 15, 20. How 
many passages speak of this central 
truth of the gospel! “Whom God hath 
raised up, having loosed the pains of 
death: because it was not possible 
that he should be holden of it.” Acts 
2, 24. “Ye killed the Prince of life, 
whom God hath raised from the 
dead.” Acts 3, 15. “He was declared 
to be the Son of God with power, ac- 
cording to the spirit of holiness, by 
the resurrection from the dead.” Ram. 
1, 4. “He was delivered for our of- 
fenses, and was raised again for our 
justification.” Rom. 4, 25. “Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us 
again u.nto a lively hotpe by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” 
I Pet. 1, 3. In these and other passages 
is the keynote of our faith and hope. 
Here is the assurance of our redemp- 
tion. 

As we celebrate this great church 
festival, let us not permit anything 
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temporal to detract from the spiritual 
significance of that day. Family get- 
togethers and special meals have their 
place, provided they do not crowd out 
the true character and meaning of 
Easter. Let us be sure that we know 
and believe what Jesus’ resurrection 
means for our religion and for our 
own personal happiness and salvation. 
Till the end of time the empty grave 
will testify: Jesus is truly the Son of 
God; His doctrine is the absolute 
truth; the Father has accepted the 
sacrifice of His Son for the reconcili- 
ation of the world; and finally, all 
believers shall also rise unto eternal 
life. In the face of such glory stream- 
ing from the Lord’s vacant tomb 
earthly things must remain secondary 
so that the true Easter joy might reign 
supreme. Let us celebrate this festival 
with joy, love, and gratitude for the 
Lord’s atonement and victory over 
death, and may the Easter gladness 
fill our hearts both now and forever! 

-0.w.s. 

I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVETH 

The faith of every true believing 
child of God, the true Christian faith, 
rests in the final analysis, upon one 
single miracle, the miracle of Easter, 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. Yes, if this teaching of 
Scripture were disproved, Christianity 
itself w80uld collapse, for the resur- 
rection of Jesus is the very basis and 
foundation of every article of our 
Christian faith. 

From that first Easter Day to now, 
Satan and the enemies of the Truth 
have done everything in their power to 

disprove the Savior’s resurrection. But 
every theory advanced against the 
resurrection of Christ involves itself 
in endless complications - and such 
theories must all be discarded in the 
light of the overwhelming historical 
evidence in favor of the Savior’s resur- 
rection. No other fact in history is so 
well authenticated as the resurrection 
of Christ. It was verified by both 
friend and foe alike. The soldiers who 
watched the tomb testified to the 
glorious happenings on that first East- 
er morning. If the disciples or anyone 
else had stolen the body of Jesus, the 
chief priests and the Pharisees had 
the power of the Roman government 
behind them because of the official 
seal which they had placed on the 
tomb, and these wicked Jews would 
have stopped at nothing to use their 
power in arresting the grave-robbers 
and producing the evidence, namely, 
the dead body of Christ. But even 
when the disciples, were arrested, later 
on, for preaching in the name of the 
risen Lord, not once were they accused 
by the Sanhedrin of having stolen the 
body of Jesus. And if, as some claim, 
the disciples merely saw a vision of the 
risen Lord, that it was merely a fig- 
ment of their imagination, then the 
body of Jesus would have remained in 
the tomb, as evidence against His resur- 
rection. 

In the Book of Acts, St. Luke 
writes : “Christ showed Hiiself alive 
after His Passion by many infallible 
proofs, being seen of them 40 days 
and speaking of the things pertaining 
to the Kingdom of God.” Not only 
was Jesus seen on numerous occasions 
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by the Apostles whom He had com- 
missioned as ministers of the Gospel, 
but also by the women who had gone 
to the tomb early Easter morning; and 
two occasions are especially mentioned 
in Scripture where Jesus appeared to 
a large multitude of men and women 
who saw Him and heard Him speak. 
St. Paul mentions that Jesus appeared 
to over 500 brethren at once. 

How thinking men and women, in 
spite of this abundant evidence, can 
still doubt and deny the resurrection 
of Christ, is hard to understand. It is 
simply because they harden their hearts 
and will not believe. But to us Chris- 
tians, the resurrection of Christ is an 
absolute certainty, and we, in whose 
hearts God has mercifully implanted 
saying faith, can now triumphantly 
exclaim with Job: “I know that my 
Redeemer liveth!” Job 19:25. -B 

CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 
CONFERENCE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING 

at Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

April 30 to May 1, 1957 

The meeting will begin Tuesday 
evening (April 30th) at 7:45 and 
continue through Wednesday, 

WY 1st) 7 concluding with an 
evening session on that day. 

-E. L. Mehlberg, president 

“He hath appointed a day, in which 
He will judge the world in righteous- 
nezs by that man whom He hath or- 
dained; whereof He hath given as- 
surance unto all men, in that He hath 
raised Him from the dead.” Acts 17: 3 1 

There is a group of churches found 
scattered throughout our land which 
is termed the Adventist bodies. Ac- 
cording to the most recent statistics 
they total about 3 10,000 members, the 
largest single group being “the Seven- 
th Day Adventists” who claim over 
270,000 men&ers and nearly 2900 
congregations. Since it is not unusual 
for members of our congregations to 
come in contact with the Seventh-Day 
Adventist church in their community, 
it might be of profit and interest to 
know something about this group. 

As a religious movement, Advent- 
ism grew out of what historians Cal.1 
“The Second Great Awakening,” a 
religious revival movement of a little 
over a century ago that picked up 
quite a bit 0.f momentum, especially 
in western New York, Pennsylvania, 
and the entire frontier. William Miller 
(1772~1849), a farmer of Low Hamp- 
to& New York, and a member of the 
Baptist church, devoted himself to the 
study of the Scriptures, concentrating 
on the prophecies of Daniel and Rev- 
elation. Deciding that the cleansing of 
the temple (Daniel 8, 13, 14) referred 
to Christ’s second advent, at which 
time Christ was to set up a millennial 
reign here on earth, Miller ventured 
to predict the exact date when Christ 
would return. Using as a starting 
point Bishop Ussher’s date of 457 
B.C. for th e year in which Ezra came 
to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple, 
Miller translated the 2300 days” of 
Daniel 8, 14, into years and came up 
with the exciting bit of news that 
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Christ would return in 1843 or 1844. 
He even pin-pointed the probable re- 
turn of the Lord between March 21, 
1943 and March 21, 1844. As the 
time approached, a religious frenzy 
shook the Millerites, going even be- 
yond their circles and causing con- 
siderable excitement throughout the 
United States. 

It’s hardly necessary to add, but for 
the record it perhaps ought to be, that 
much to the great surprise of Miller, 
March 21, 1843 and 1844 came and 
went pretty much as usual. He and his 
followers then went over their calcula- 
tions again and the best they could do 
was to squeeze out another seven 
months, on the theory that Christ 
would return on the 10th day of the 
seventh month according to one kind 
of reckoning of the Jewish calendar. 
This seven month reprieve buoyed 
their hopes for awhile, but when 
October 24, 1844 rolled around, the 
outcome, It,o quote the words of Dr. 
Josiah Litch, one of the Millerite 
leaders, could be summarized as fol- 
1 ows: “October 24. It is a cloudy and 
dark day here-the sheep are scat- 
tered-the Lord has not come yet.” 

“The Lord has not come yet!” He 
hasn’t so far in 1957. But He will 
come; for in His infallible Word He 
has told us, “Surely, I come quickly” 
(Rev. 22, 20) . Our quarrel with the 
Adventists is that they were pre- 
sumptuous enough to set up a time 
schedule for the Almi,ghty God. God 
has indeed appointed a day in which 
he will judge in righteousness by Jesus 
Christ (Acts 17, 31)) but that day 
has not been revealed to mankind: 

“Of that day and that hour knoweth 
no man.” (Mark 13, 32). 

So much for the “Adventist” part 
of the name of this church group. The 
“Seventh-Day” part has a little dif- 
ferent history. As a matter of fact, 
Miller denied the Seventh-day Sabbath 
doctrine. But one of Miller’s follow- 
ers, a Mrs. Ellen White, who was 
supposed to possess the gift of pro- 
phecy and who from time to time was 
said to receive direct inspiration from 
the Holy Spirit, asserted that in a 
vision she saw Jesus raising the lid 
of the ark in a heavenly sanctuary and 
display Moses’ two tables of the Law. 
She also insisted that the “Fourth 
Commandment” (our Third) was sur- 
rounded by a halo, indicating its super- 
iority over the other commandments. 
The Adventists thus are of the convic- 
tion that Saturday must stiff be ob- 
served as the Sabbath day, and in 
further support of this view they ad- 
duce Exodus 31, 12, 13, and Ezekiel 
20, 12, 20, where the Sabbath is re- 
ferred to as God’s sign. Some have 
even gone so far as to say that the 
introduction and observance of Sun- 
day instead of the Jewish Sabbath is 
the abomination foretold in Daniel 7, 
25, and the mark of the Anti-Christ. 
In short, the Adventists have made 
external ceremonies and observances 
the condition of salvation and thus 
rendered null and void the Biblical 
doctrine that we are justified freely 
by God’s grace through faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

We Lutherans can do well to review 
for ourselves what the Scriptures and 
our Confessions teach with regard to 
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this matter, for we too are often 
tempted to again come under the 
bondage of the Law. The second 
chapter of St. Paul’s Epistle to the 
Colossians is an excellent chapter to 
read and study with regard to this 
matter, for there Paul tells us that 
God has forgiven us all our trespasses 
for Jesus’ sake and has blotted out 
“the hand-writing of ordinances that 
was against us, which was contrary to 
us, and took it out of the way, nailing 
it to His cross.” On the basis of that 
truth, we have a glorious Magna 

Charta of Christian liberty: lCLet no 
man therefore judge you in meat, or 
in drink, or in respect of an holyday, 
or of the new moon, or of the sabbath 
days: which are a shadow of things 
to come; but the body is of Christ.” 
Article 28 of the Augsburg Confes- 
sion therefore says very briefly and 
simply, “Scripture has abrogated the 
Sabbath Day, for it teaches that since 
the Gospel has been revealed, all the 
ceremonies of Moses can be omitted.” 

- (Lutheran Sentenel, 
March 28, 1957, pp. 88, 89) 

THE SCRIPTURAL TEACHING OF HELL 
I That there is a hell is the clear teaching of the Holy Scriptures. 

A. Old Testament. Gen. 2: 17; Deut. 32:22; Ps. 55:15; Proverbs 15:24; 
Is. 66:24; Ps. 9~17; Dan. 12:2. 

B. New Testament. Mark 16: 16; Matt. 3:lO; 5:22, 25, 26; 8: 12; 2 Pet. 
2:4; hdatt. 10:28; 25:41. 

II The various names which are used in the Scriptures: 
A. Sheol. (Old Testament) - 

1. the grave. Gen. 37:35; 42:38; 44:29,31; Job 17:13; Ps. 89148; 
Is. 38: 10. 

2. hell. Num. 16:33; Ps. 55: 15; Deut. 32:22; Ps. 9:17. 
3. the condition of the believers on earth when they feel as though 

they were in hell. Ps. 18:5; 1116:3. 
B. The common New Testament terms which describe hell are- 

1. Gehenna, for its fiery quality. Matt. 5:22. 
2. Hades, for the place of punishment. Luk.e 16:23, 24. 
3. Phylake, because once a man is interned there, escape becomes im- 

possible. Matt. 5 : 26. 
III The Scriptures do not tell us where hell is located. The Roman Catholics 

claim that it is at the center of the earth. “We search not where it is, 
but how we may flee it.” 

IV The nature of hell. 
A. It consists in eternal banishment from the sight of God. Matt. 25:41, 

Matt. ‘8: 12. 
B. It consists in the most intense agony of both body and soul. Matt. 8: 12: 

13:50; Mark 9:43,44; Luke 16:23,24; Is. 66:24. 



V The degrees of torment in hell will differ according to the nature of 
the sins to be punished. Luke lZ:47, 48. Th e severest punishment follows 
on the rejection of the Gospel by those to whom it had been preached 
in a rich measure. Matt. 10115; 11:22,23; Luke 10:12. 

VI The eternal punishment in hell. Dan. 12:2; Is. 66:24; Matt. 25:41,46; 
Mark 3i29; 9:43,44,45,48; John 3:36; 2 Thess. 1:9; Rev. 14: 10,ll; 20: 10. 

VII Some objections which are raised against the eternal punishment in hell. 
A. The unbelievers will be completely annihilated. (Seventh-day Advent- 

ists and Jehovah Witnesses) -Note the parallelism in Matt. 25:46, 
“everlasting (aionion) punishment” . . . “life eternal (aionion) “. 

B. An everlasting punishment is contrary to God’s love and mercy. 
(Seventh-day Adventists, Jehovah Witnesses) -Who is man that he 
should dare to criticize God! Rom. 9:20; 11: 33,34; Isaiah 40: 12-14. 

C. The word “eternal” often expresses limited duration. This is true. 
(Ex. 12: 14,24; 21: 6, etc.) . But here the word “eternal” means with- 
out end; the eternity of damnation is as endless as the eternity of bliss. 
Cp. Matt. 25:46. 

D. List any other objections which people generally raise. 
VIII All the unbelievers will be cast into hell. This includes- 

A. all hypocrites. Matt. 7:21-23; 22:11-13. 
B. also those who do not remain in the faith until death. Luke 8: 13; 

Rev. 2: 10. 
IX While all sins are damnable in themselves, only unbelief results in damna- 

tion. Mark 16:16; John 3:36. 
X The teaching of eternal damnation reveals God’s truthfulness (Rev. 

2 1: 5-8) , God’s almighty power (2 Thess. 1: 9) , and God’s justice (Rom. 
2:5; 2 Thess. 1:6ff). 

XI Our Savior Jesus Christ has redeemed us from hell and sincerely be- 
lieving in Him, we Christians need not fear its terrors. Heb. 2: 14,15; 
John 3:16; 6:50; I Car. 15:55-57; Hymn 116 vv 2,5. -M.L.N. 

What %ofties” we sometimes are, 
afraid to come out clearly in our 
proclamation of the truth and our 
stand as to false doctrine, fearing the 
ostracism of our fellows, the ecclesi- 
astical displeasure of our superiors, or 
the cutting off of our immediate 
financial income. I would rather walk 
a lonely road with Jesus than be with- 
out His fellowship in the crowd, 
wouldn’t you? (Untranslatable Riches 
from the Greek New Testament p. 30) 
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INTERESTING NEWS 
Church suppers to be licensed 

‘tWisconsin churches and private 
organizations that serve meals to the 
public must purchase $10 licenses and 
conform to the same sanitation stand- 
ards as restaurants, the state board 
of health ruled last month. The ruling 
was issued after a plea by the Wiscon- 
sin Restaurant Association claim.ed 
that churches were giving them un- 
f air competition. Churches which 
serve food only to their own members 
are not affected by the ruling.” The 
Lutheran, March 6, 1957, p. 7. (see 
also in this connection: The Orthodox 
Luthertin, vol. V, p. 77.) What a sad 
pass many so-called Christian Churches 
have come to when laws must be 
passed to curb their unchristian and 
unchurchly practise. They will un- 
doubtedly abide by the law of the 
state but what God says in His Word 
concerning the financial support of 
the work of the Church (Matt. 5:42; 
Mitt. 19~21; Luke 6:38; He.b. 13:16; 
Acts 20:35; Gal. 6:6; Romans 12:13; 
I Cor. 16:2; II Car. 9:7; Luke 21:4; 
II Cor. 8:2; also John 2: 16) remains 
for them a matter of indifference and 
unconcern.- Ed. 

Concerning he Synodical Conference 

“Lutheran congregations of the 
Synodical Conference (Missouri, Wis- 
consin, Slovak and Norwegian synods) 
are planning to establish a high school 
in the Minneapolis area.” The Luth- 
crm, March 6, 1957. What does the 
Wisconsin Synod and especially the 
Norwegian Synod actually mean bv 
their many articles, s*tatements, and 
resolutions which allude to the sever- 

ance of fellowship from the Lutheran. 
Church-Missouri Synod, because of 
their flagrant errors in doctrine and 
practise? The leaven of the liberals in 
the Missouri Synod has leavened the 
members of the Chicago Study Club 
who once boldly fought for the full 
Truth of God’s Word and fearlessly 
denounced the error in doctrine and 
practise which was creeping into the 
Missouri Synod. Now their voice is 
no longer heard! Soon the leaven of 
Missouri will permeate the entire 
Synodical Conference and the insid- 
icus part about such leaven is that 
it causes those who are leavened to 
think that they are still unleavened 
and pure, and that they are abiding buy 
the Word of God. So Satan works his 
deception upon those who refuse to 
heed God.‘s plain command in Remans 
1.6: 17 and related passages.-Ed. 

THE UNIONISM FRONT 
“The Crowfoot Cub Scout Pack 

88 met at the Crowfoot gymnasium 
Feb. lo, for its Blue and Gold banquet. 

“Ronald Heusser, Gary Duncan., 
Dennis Starr and John McNaughton 
posted the colors, and John led the 
group in the flag pledge. 

“Invocation was given by Reverend 
A. C. Kratzke of the Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church. 

“Clyde Williamson of Albany was 
~110 guest speaker, with the theme 
‘Onward for God and My Country’ 
the format of his speech. Mrs. Wil- 
l.iam.scn played an accordion selection.” 
(The Lebanon Express, Feb. 25, 1957) 

The Rev. A. C. Kratzke is a Mis- 
souri Synod pastor. (Ed.) 
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&i&j Jkibi&w 
Lesson 15. The Law and the Gospel 
In the Ten Commandments we have 

the Moral Law. God gave this Law 
to men that they might know HCYX 
TO BE,, WHAT TO DO, AND 
WHAT NOT TO DO, to fulfill the 
will of God. Wh en a certain lawyer 
tempting Jesus, said (Luke 10:25), 
‘%!aster, what shall I do to irherit 
eternal life?” Jesus referred him to the 
Law. And when the lawyer gave a 
proper summary of the Law, Jesus 
said to him (Luke 10~28)) PC Thou hast 
answered right; THIS DO AND 
THOU SHALT LIVE” (that is: Do 
this and you shall inherit eternal life) . 
If any man could keep the whole Law 
perfectly in God’s sight, it is ever true 
that he would gain eternal life by it. 
But it is also true that no human 
being has ever attained to eternal 
life by keeping the Law of God. 

Since the Fall of Man (Gen. 3 : 1-7) 
the natural, unregenerated man can- 
not keep the Law of God at all. Eccl. 
7~20: ‘There is not a just man upon 
the earth that doeth good and sinneth 
not.” Psa. 14:3: “They are all gone 
aside, they are altogether become 
filthy. There is none that doeth good; 
no, not one.” Job l4:4: “Who can 
bring a clean thing out of an unclean? 
Not one.” Rom. 8:8: CrS~ then, they 
that are in the flesh cannot please 
God.” 

And even the regenerated man can 
keep the Law only imperfectly. Phil. 
3: 12: “Not as though I had already 
attained, eitbkr were already perfect.” 
Psa. 143:2: irEnter not into judgment 
with thy servant; for in Thy sigbt 
shall no man living be justified” 

(be declared righteous by the works 
of the Law) . Isa. 64:4: rr We are all as 
an unclean thing, and all our rigbt- 
eousnesses are as filthy rags.” 

Nevertheless, the Law is God’s and 
serves good and useful purposes in 
this world of sinful men. It serves 
in a measure as a CURB to the 
coarse outbursts of sin, and so helps 
to maintain outward discipline and 
decency in the world. (See I Tim 1: 9, 
1.0) . It serves as a RULE by which a 
Christian may know what he must do 
to lead a God-pleasing life. Psa. 119: 9: 
“Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? By taking heed there- 
to according to Thy Word.” (See 
Josh. 1:8) . And chiefly it serves as a 
MIRROR to teach man the knowledge 
of his sins as God sees them. Rom. 
3:20: By the Law is the knowledge of 
sin.” Rom. 7~7: “I bad not known 
sin but by the Luw.” 

The transgression of the Law is 
SIN (I John 3 :4) . Sin was brought 
into the world by the devil who fell 
away from God; and by MAN who 
of his own free will yielded to the 
temptation of the devil (Gen. 3: 1-7j. 
I John 3: 8: “The devil sinnetb from 
the beginning.” Rom. 5:12: “‘By one 
man sin entered the world.” 

ORIGINAL SIN is a condition 
found in all men begotten in the 
natural way since the fall of Adam, 
a total corruption of their whole 
human nature. They are born with an 
inability to believe God, an inabilityy 
to fear and love God, and a covetous- 
ness that seeks carnal things contrary 
to God’s Word, and trusts in these as 
good things (Apology II, 27) . Being 
inclined only to evil and being spirit- 
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ually blind and dead and at enmity 
with God, it “is truly sin-condemning 
and bringing eternal death upon those 
not born again through baptism and 
the Holy Ghost” (A.C. II) . Ps. 5 1: 5: 
“Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; 
and in sin did my mother conceive me.” 
John 3:6: “That which is born of tbc 
flesh is flesh.” Eph. 4:22: “The old 
man-is corrupt according to the dc- 
ceitful lusts” (covetings) . I Cor. 2: 14: 
“The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God-neithe? 
can be know them.” Gen. 8~21: “The 
imagination of man’s heart is evil 
from his youth.” Rom. 5:12: ‘?And 
death by sin; so that death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 

ACTUAL SIN is every transgres- 
sion of the divine Law in desire, 
thought, word and deed. Matt. 15: 19: 
rCOut of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica., 
tions, thefts, false witness, blaspbem- 
ies.” Jas. 4: 17: “TO him that knowetb 
to do good and doeth it not, to him 
it is sin.” 

THE GOSPEL is the glad tidings 
of the unmerited grace of God in 
Christ Jesus. It teaches us what God 
has done and is still doing for our 
salvation. John 3: 16: “God so loved 
the world that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” Indeed, it invites and 
draws us to Christ and works faith 
in our hearts. Matt. 11:X: rrCome 
unto Me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy ladened, and I will give you 
r:fst.” Rom. 1: 16: “It (the Gospel) 
is the power of God unto salvation; 
to everyone that believetb.” 

By nature man knows something 
of the Law (It was written in his 
heart), but he knows nothing of the 
Gospel. I Cor. 2: 9: “Eye hatb not 
seen, nor the ear heard, neitber have 
entered into the heart of man, tbz 
things that God bath prepared for 
them tbat love Him.” And I Cor. 
2: 14: ‘Ybe natural man receivetb not 
the things of the Spirit of God; for 
they are foolishness unto him; neither 
can ‘be know them; for they are spirit- 
ually discerned.” The Gospel truths 
are often spoken of as “mysteries.” 
Luke 10:8: rrUnto you it is given to 
know the mysteries of the Kingdom 
of God.” Col. 1~26: “The mystery 
which bath been bidden from ages 
and from generations, but is now made 
manifest to His saints.3’ 

No man can know the grace of God 
in Christ Jesus except God tell him. 
St. Paul says, I Cor. 2:12: “Now we 
have received, not tbe spirit of the 
wor16, but the Spirit which is of God, 
that we might know the things that 
are freely given to us of God.” 
All knowledge and -assurance of God’s 
grace comes to us through the Gospel. 
So we know of this grace and can be- 
iieve it only on the basis of God’s 
own revelation, the Word of God. 

The distinction between the Law and 
the Gospel is to be maintained in the 
Church with great diligence as an 
especially brilliant light by which the 
Word of God is rightly divided. II 
Tim. 2115: “Study to show thyself ap- 
proved unto God, a workman tb;lt 
n.eedetb not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth.” The 
Law is properly a doctrine which 
teaches what is right and pleasing to 
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God, and reproves everything that is 
sin and contrary to God’s will. But 
the Gospel is properly a doctrine that 
teaches what man who has not kept 
the Law, and therefore is condemned 
by it, is to believe, namely, that Christ 
has atoned and made satisfaction for 
all sins, and has obtained and ac- 
quired for him, forgiveness of sins, a 
righteousness that avails before God 
and eternal life. 

(Adapted from F.C. . V.) 

The Law shows us our sin and the 
wrath of God; the Gospel shows us 
our Savior and the grace of God. 
The Law works wrath and kills; The 
Gospel invites and draws us to Christ, 
works faith, and thus gives eternal 
life. Both the Law and the Gospel 
are to be preached to all men, but in 
particular, the Law must be preached 
to secure and impenitent sinners, the 
Gospel to such as are’ alarmed and 
terrified. -J.E.S. 

We shall bring the series of articles on the “Last Days” to a close by 
reminding ourselves that the time before the Flood should serve as an earnest 
warning for us. 

Surely, the fleshly, sensual, and carnal-minded generation in the days of 
Noah and the dreadful j dg u ment which descended upon it, is a very impressive 
and forceful warning for the generation of our day. Christ says, “But as the 
days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as in 
the days that were before the Flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and knew 
not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be.” (Matt. Z4:37-39) If th e conditions obtaining in our day 
are the same as they were in the days of Noah-and we h.ave already seen that 
they are-then the midnight hour of the world is near, the Judge stands before 
the door and at any moment He will appear to put an end to this evil world. 

Although the Word of God is replete with impressive warnings and the 
faithful witnesses of the Truth raise their voices and call to the world: The 
Judge stands at the door ! Prepare yourselves for His coming! Repent of 
your sins and take refuge in the wounds of the Savior! - all is in vain. Men 
respond with mockery and ridicule. Do not preach such fables to us, they 
cry, as judgment, heaven and hell; they have only been invented by the 
preachers! You can not scare us with such preaching!-People do not want 
to be convinced by the Spirit of God; they stubbornly harden their hearts more 
and more against the Word of God, the only means which can save them. The 
world does not want to be saved but willingly races headlong into destruction. 
Like a bolt of lightning, the Last Day will break forth upon them. 

The world continues to live as it has always lived, eating and drinking, 
marrying, and giving in marriage, buying and selling, building and planting, 
laughing and joking, blaspheming and mocking. And while they are in the 
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midst of making fun of what the Scriptures teach about Judgment Day and 
the end of the world, while they laugh and joke about sin, while they wallow 
in the mire of sin, the heavens will suddenly open and the Lord Jesus Christ 
shall appear, coming in the clouds of heaven, surrounded by all of his holy 
angels and the dead will then be raised to appear before His Jud,gment Seat. 
Then the time of grace will have come to an end and repentance will be out of 
the question. All those who have not prepared themselves by sincere re- 
pentance for this dreadful Day, will bemoan themselves and curse the day of 
their birth. They will attempt to escape but shall not be able to do so. They 
shall say to the mountains and rocks; Fall on us, and hide us from the face of 
Him that sitteth on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb. (Rev. 6: 16’1 
The heavens and the earth will crumble together and hell will open up its jaws 
to receive the unbelievers-all this we can expect at any time. 

What should be out reaction ? Should we throw this warning to the winds 
and willingly join the materialistic world in its race toward eternal destruction? 
God forbid! Let us earnestly take to heart the warning, words of our dear 
Savior, “Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged 
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come 
upon you unawares.” How necessary this warning is for us. Our old Adam 
is a genuine materialist and continually entices us to surrender to the wicked 
ways of the world. And how many Christians allow themselves to be deceived! 
Hence these warning words of the Savior should constantly be held before 
our eyes so that they may serve as an inducement for us to battle and suppress 
the temptations of our sinful flesh and the allurements of the world, earnes,tly 
striving after the possession of the eternal blessings which Christ has prepared 
in the mansions above. 

The Lord Jesus tells us, “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye 
may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, 
and to stand before the Son of man.” (Luke 21:36) The Savior not onlv 
admonishes us to watch, but also to pray. Only in the strength of the Lorb 
Jesus Christ can we stand. Daily we must beseech Him for the true faith and 
that He would also preserve us in the one true faith. We must also use the 
Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God, against the devil, the world, and our 
flesh. Then we shall be prepared to receive the Bride,groom. And when He 
appears in great majesty and power we shall rejoice, for He will lead us 
triumphantly into the heavenly marriage-feast. 

0 Jesus Christ, do not delay, 
But hasten our salvation; 

We often tremble on our wuy 
In fear and tribhtion. 

Then hear us when. we cry to Thee; 
Come, mighty Judge, and make US free 

From every evil! Amen. 
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GLORIFIED IN HIS PASSION 
A series of Lenten Sermons by Dr. Adolf 
Hoenecke, translated by Werner Franz- 
mann. Notihwestern Publishing House, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Price: $2.00. 

This book did not reach our desk 
until it was too late to give it a thor- 
ough review before or during the 
Lenten Season. Although it is a book 
of sermons especially prepared as a 
Lenten series, yet its wealth of Scrip- 
tural material lends itself perfectly for 
study and meditation throughout the 
entire year. 

These sermons are not of the “thin 
soup” variety but rather, in every 
sentence, provide the reader with the 
meat of the divine Word presented 
in a clear and straight-forward man- 
ner. From the very first sentence the 
reader is given the impression that the 
sermons before him have been pre- 
pared by a master in the fields of 
homiletics, exegesis, and dogmatics. 
His sermons are thoroughly Scriptural 
and expound the texts in a complete 
and remarkable manner. These ser- 
mons were not meant to entertain the 
hearer with lively stories or anecdotes 
and the author does not go out of his 
way to use catchy phrases or ex- 
amples. It is apparent that the author’s 
chief interest is to reach the hearts 
of his hearers, to cause th,em to see 
themselves as they really are by means 
of God’s Law, to picture the Savior’s 
work of redemption and the doctrine 
of justification in all its sweetness and 
beauty, and to encourage faithful 
service to the Lord and obedience to 
His \Vord out of love to the Savior. 
Dr. Hoenecke’s introductions to his 

sermons are built around Scripture 
texts or incidents from both the Old 
and New Testaments which, in a strik- 
ing manner, lead up to the theme 
which he wishes to, develop. 

The following excerpt will give the 
reader an idea of the style of writing 
and content of this book, (quoted from 
the second sermon: text, John 13: 18-33 
theme, Judas, the Chief Human Agent 
in Jesus Passion) : “But as certain as 
it is that Judas was selected by God to 
become a chief agent in the sufferings 
of Jesus through his shocking betrayal, 
let us be just as certain of this truth: 
Judas was not fitted out by God for 
this deed of betrayal. God did not 
cause Judas to be born with such a 
spiritual makeup that he was com- 
pelled to perform his abominable 
work; He did not endow him at birth 
with such an extraordinary sinfulness 
that he bud to become the devil’s tool. 
Not at all! Judas was born a sinner 
like all other men, no more sinful and 
no less. For “there is no difference, u/l 
have sinned” (Romans 3: 23) . By na- 
ture Judas was in no deeper, no more 
hopeless state of sinful corruption than 
a Peter or a John. For is was through 
his sinfulness, which was nme other 
than that common to al1 the children 
of Adam, that Judas was fitted out 
to be the agent in the betrayal. 

“Now, what was the particular sin 
which finally led him to become a 
traitor to His Lord? It was no sin of 
an unheard-of kind, one of which 
men in genera1 know nothing. On the 
contrary, it was a sin which is very 
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common all over the world, a sin which 
holds sway over thousands and thou- 
sands of hearts. It is a sin which, 
beyond all doubt, has its dominion even 
in many Christian hearts, namely, 
greed, avarice, the lust for money. 
Judas was a money-hungry man. His 
greed for gold became the handle by 
which the devil laid hold on him. 
Through his lust for money, through 
greed, he fitted himself out to b,e a 
leading agent in bringing about the 
Passion of Jesus. 

“If you, friends in Christ, have fol- 
lowed my remarks closely, you will 
realize with me that we are here deal- 
ing with a very significant, a very sob- 
ering matter. The unfailing result 
must be a knowledge that alarms us 
to the depths of our souls. I submit 
that we see in Judas, as in a mirror, 
what our inborn sinful condition is? 
and what can come out of it, particu- 
larly out of the avarice, the lust for 
money, inherent in us. For Judas is 
of the same sinful flesh as we; we 
are flesh like his. At this, friends in 
Christ, we have reason to be alarmed. 
We have reason to tremble at th.e 
thought that our evil flesh can easily 
gain the upper hand in us and lead US 
the way of the curse. Whether anyone 
of us will ever become a vessel of 
wrath and the curse is something 
known to God. No one of us knows 
it. 

“But this I do know: If we do, we 
have fitted ourselves out through our 
own sin to be such vessels of wrath. 
Ah, if only this knowledge would 
make us tremble and fill us with a 
deep, deep ‘dread, and make us shud- 

der at the thought of the perdition 
which in the form of the sinful flesh, 
lies slumbering in our hearts. But only 
too few realize that. How many 
Christians act as though in their in- 
most heart there is nothing but heav- 
enly light and love of God, nothing 
but innocence and holiness. Accord- 
ingly they say, when they look at one 
of their fellow men who has fallen 
deeply: I don’t know how anything 
like that could happen to me. I know 
how far I can go; I know how to con- 
trol myself! How bloated with con- 
ceit, how giddy-minded you are! If 
you would only learn, with a man 
hke Judas before you, to say with 
fear and trembling, as does Paul: ‘May 
God preserve me, for I know that in 
me, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing. I know into what depths my 
sin, my love of mammon, my pride, 
and my worldly-mindedness could 
plunge me’.” 

In his fifth sermon on Luke 23 : 34, 
Dr. Hoenecke writes the following in- 
troduction: rcFo~ if they do these 
things in a green tree, what shull bc 
done in the dry?” These were the 
words our Lord said to the daughters 
of Jerusalem, who lamented Him as 
He was being led to Golgotha amid 
m,ockery and scorn. The Lord desig- 
nates Hismelf as the green tree. He 
had received that same designation 
centuries before in prophecy: ‘1 urn 1ike 
a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit 
fowd’ (Hos. 14: 8) . The Lord proph- 
esied thus through the mouth of the 
Prophet Hosea. The same Prophet 
adds: ‘Who is wise, and be shall under- 
stand these things? prudent, and be 
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shall know tham ?’ By nature no man 
is. But all praise be to God! He has 
bestowed this wisdom and prudence 
upon us, so that we recognize the fruit 
which Jesus brought forth when those 
things were done to Him, the green 
wood, the holy and righteous One, 
which s.hould have been done to us, 
the unholy, unrighteous, godless ones, 
the dry wood. He suffered in our 
stead. Then the words came true: 
‘And there shall come forth a rod out 
of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch 
shall grow out of his roots (shall bring 
forth fruit from his roots) ’ (Isa. 11: 
I). In this present Passion devotion, 
therefore, we shall refresh our souls 
with: THE. FRUIT OF JESUS’ 
PASSION. I. It is a precious fruit. 
II. It is a fruit we all are to-enjoy.” 

The book comprises eight sermons 
in all, including. two, Good Friday 
sermons, the last of which is based on 

the Seven Words of Jesus from the 
cross. We highly commend it to our 
readers for their devotion and edifi- 
cation. 

The book is 7 and 3/4 by 5 and 
3/B with a hard cloth cover. It is 
printed in clear legible type on good 
quality book paper. We feel that this 
book is a credit to any Christian 
library. 

In reading this book the reviewer 
noticed only four minor typographical 
errors found on page 22, fourth line 
from bottom, (the word ((life” is evi- 
dently meant instead of “live”) ; page 
25, ninth line from top, (the word 
should be “though” instead o f 
“thought”) ; page 34, twelfth line 
from top, (the word should be “bear- 
ing” instead of “hearing”) ; page 57, 
third line from top, (the word “ad- 
dressed” is misspelled) . -B 
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