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Jesus says, John 14:6, “I am the 
LIFE, no man cometh to the Father, 
but by Me.” Looking around us in the 
world, it is easy to distinguish living 
plants and animals from things which 
are dead and which have no life in 
them. We call the life which we ob- 
serve in ourselves and in those about 
us, physical or earthly life. This phys- 
ical life has been given to us and to 
all men by a wise and almighty 
Creator. And God who has given us 
our life also has the power to take it 

from us by death. No man, therefore? 
can dare to say: ‘? am the life,” for 
man has no power over life and death. 
But Jesus, who is true God and true 
man, could truly testify of Himself: 
“I am the Resurrection and the LIFE.” 
“As the Father hath LIFE in Himself, 
even so gave He to the Son also to 
have LIFE in Himself.” Of Jesus the 
Apostle John testifies: “In Him was 
LIFE.” Thus also we hear Jesus de4 
clare: “I am the LIFE!” 

Now, although all men who are 
born into this world have physical life, 
yet all men, by nature, are spiritudy 
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dead. They are dead in trespasses and 
sins and cannot even begin to under- 
stand or even to believe the things of 
the Spirit of God. They cannot by 
their own reason or strength believe 
in Jesus Christ, their Lord, or come 
to Him. And the final end of such 
spiritual death is eternal death in Hell. 
I-Iow, then, can a man be saved if he 
is by nature spiritually dead? Jesus 
says: “I am the LIFE, no man cometh 
to the Father but by Me.” Through 
His Word, spiritually dead men are 
caused to be born again, to be raised 
from spiritual death into spiritual life, 
to be brought to faith in Jesus as their 
own personal Lord and Savior. All 
who, therefore, sincerely believe in 

Jesus for their salvation have been 
made spiritually alive through Christ. 
Of such people, Jesus says: “He that 
believeth in Me, though he were deid 
(though he dies) , yet shall he live; 
and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
Me shall never die.” and again: “I 
am the LIFE, no man cometh to the 
Father, but by Me.” 

When disturbing doubts and despair 
darken the pathway of life and cause 
us to cry out: “How can we know the 
way to heaven?” may the words of 
our blessed Savior sound again and 
again in our ears: “I am the WAY, 
the TRUTH, and the LIFE.” 

-P.R.B. 

“Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity!” Ps. 33,l. The truth of these words 
was clearly evident as the pastors and lay delegates assem- 
bled in Wilmot, South Dakota, August 17-19, for the sixth 
annual convention of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference. 
The Lord granted cool, comfortable weather as the repre- 
sentatives of our churches met to discuss and decide upon 
the business of Christ’s kingdom. The official proceedings 
of the convention will, God willing, be printed as soon as 
possible. In the meantime, at the request of the editor of 
the Orthodox Lutheran and upon the resolve of the Con- 
ference, we offer a brief resume of the 1956 convention. 

The. convention proper began on Saturday, August 18, 
with a divine service in St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church. 
Paster H. D. Mensing, Tinley Park, Ill., delivered an inspir- 
ing sermon of Matt. 5, 13-16, and pointed out how we are 
to be “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world.” 

than 
The convention communion service, attended by more 

100 people, was held Sunday morning, August 19. 
Pastor J. E. Shufelt, Oskaloosa, Iowa, the guest speaker, 
based his message .on Luke 15, l-10 and depicted the great 
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love of the Savior for sinners. The host pastor served as 
liturgist. At this service an offering of $120.03 was re- 
ceived for the OLC treasury. 

Seven pastors, four lay delegates, and 43 visitors were 
in attendance. In addition to devotional talks which pre- 
ceded each session this assembly heard two edifying essays: 
“A Review of the Book of the Prophet Hosea,” by Pastor 
Mensing; and “A History of the Position Regarding Church 
and Ministry in the Norwegian Synod,” by Pastor E. C. 
Hallstein. Various committee reports were also made to 
the Conference. 

An application for congregational membership was 
submitted by Christ Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, and was accepted by the convention. With reference 
to Pastor Luther Hallstein, who had signed “Our Declara- 
tion,” the convention resolved that “we still regard him as 
a personal member of the OLC, and because he was deposed 
from his ministerial office in Winter Haven, Florida, with- 
out Scriptural grounds, we hold him to be a bona fide candi- 
date of the ministry in our midst.” 

The convention adopted a budget for the coming fiscal 
year of $3,007, of which $1500 has been set aside for Mis- 
sions. 

We now present some of the important resolutions 
which were adopted at this convention. With reference to 
the problem of providing for ‘a future ministry and of col- 
loquizing pastoral applicants into our midst, it was resolved 
that the Committee on Theological Education be a standing 
committee to study these matters further and to bring very 
definite, workable recommendations to the next regular- 
convention of the OLC, and that this committee be charged 
with inquiring into the draft status of our ministerial stu-- 
dents, obtaining authoritative information. 

Concerning negotiations with the Norwegian Synod, 
the convention resolved “to- ask our President to write the 
President of the Norwegian Synod and declare: 1) that we 
as a church body are deeply interested in a God-pleasing 
union with any professing Christians and particularly with 
the Norwegian Synod, with whom we ,have enjoyed a. God- 
pleasing fellowship for many years in the past, and 2) that 
we request an official statement giving that Synod’s pos-i- 
tion as such regarding the doctrine of Church and Ministry 
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toward that end. -But we are to keep in mind that, if the 
official position is contrary to Scripture or if resolutions 
have been passed at the recent Norwegian Svnod conven- 
tion which are also contrary to Scripture, no meeting with 
its Union Committee be considered.” 

The following officers were elected for the coming 
year : President, Rev. Elmer Mehlberg; Vice-president, Rev. 
E. Hallstein; Secretary, Rev. 0. W. Schaefer; Treasurer, Mr. 
Elfred Bloedel; Board Member-at-large, Mr. Robert Steinke, 
Sr.; Pastor Paul Bloedel was re-elected editor of the Orthodox 
Lutheralz, and Mr. August Luft was re-elected business 
manager of that paper. The Committee on Mission Op- 
portunities consists of Rev. 
and Mr. W. Kofoid. 

M. Natterer, Mr. Henry Fischer, 
The Committee on Theological Educa- 

tion consists of Rev. H. D. Mensing, Mr. L. Martin, and Mr. 
E. Bloedel. The Vice-president and the Secretary were ap- 
pointed as a standing Press Committee until the next con- 
vention. 

The convention concluded its official business with a 
devotional service on Sundav evening, August 19. For the 
wonderful Christian fehowship, for the inspiration and 
divinely blessed session.s, for the local hospitality and gen- 
eral cooperation of all, we thank and praise God. May He 
fill us with renewed zeal to go forth and work while it is 
day, ere the night cometh when no man can work (John 
9, 4) ! May He. bless our consecrated labors to His honor 
and glory and to the welfare of immortal souls! -0.w.s. 

PROMISCUOUS PRAYER 
Promiscuous prayer is prayer in 

which persons unite who do not agree 
in their belief as to who is the one 
and only true God or who are not 
agreed in their religious beliefs. Such 
of necessity is the prayer indulged in 
by any civic, social, or ethical organ- 
ization which invites to its membership 
or gatherings men of every and no 
religious persuasion and, at most, asks 
f or the acknowled,gment of one 

Supreme Being, a God. The prayers 
of the lodges are promiscuous or union- 

istic for this reason. Joint prayers in 
public or civic activities are generally 
insisted upon by the Reformed ele- 
ment. This is, in part due to the Re- 
formed indifferentism to doctrine and 
to its false conception of the Chris- 
tian’s relation to the state. The basic 
claim of the Reformed Church is that 
Christians must labor to have Christ 
acknowledged Lord of all and in all 
the affairs of men, even by the civil 
government, for which reason, also 
they contend that the Christian Law 
must be insisted on as the basic 
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standard- of all governments; and for 
the same reason they deem it ungodly 
not to have ‘every meeting of every 
character and description opened with 
prayer. 

Yet the New Testament does not 
bear out the contention that govern- 
ment is to be ruled by the Christian 
Law, or that Christians shall labo: 
to Christianize the state, or govern- 
ment. State and Church must be kep: 
separate. It passes comprehension boy,.! 
intelligent and upright men can sug- 
gest a union in prayer by those dis- 
agreeing in their belief as to who is 
the God to whom their prayer is 
directed. The. fact that there is only 
one God surely forms no warrant for 
the assumption that if men but con- 
fess a god, their prayer will also be 
acceptable to, and heard -by Him who 
is the Lord of all. If all prayer, no 
m.atter what a man’s conception and 
belief of God, were to be considered 
trtie worship, what, then, would be 
idolatry? 

True prayer, prayer that is toI be 
pleasing to God and to reach His ear, 
requires complete trust in God and 
abhorrence of all that is hateful in 
His sight. It follows that a Christian 
cannot join in prayer with men whom 
he knows to be unregenerate slaves and 
lovers of sin and who make a mockery 
of the very First Commandment of 
God’s holy Law. There is only one 
rule which permits the Christian con- 
science to be sure of divine approval: 
Join in prayer and worship onlv with 
those who are united with us by a 
common faith and profession. 

-Adapted 

Spiritually Dead “Christians” 

There are people who regard them- 
selves as good Christians although 
they are spiritually dead. They .have 
never felt a real anguish on account 
of their sins; they have never been 
filled with terror on account of them, 
have never been appalled by the 
thought of the hell which they have 
deserved, have never been on their 
knees before God, bewailing with bit- 
ter tears their awful, damnable con- 
dition under sin. Much less have they 
wept sweet, tears of joy and glorified 
God for His mercy. They read and 
hear the Word of God without being 
specially impressed by it. They 30 to 
church and receive absolution without 
feeling refreshed; they attend Holy 
Communion without any inward sen- 
sation and remain as cold as. ice. Oc- 
casionally, when they become inward- 
ly agitated because of their indiffer- 
ence in matters concerning their salva- 
tion and because of their lack of ap- 
preciation of God’s Word, they try 
to. quiet their heart with the reflection 
that the Lutheran Church teaches 
that the lack of spiritual feeling is of 
no moment. They reason that this lack 
cannot harm them and that they can 
be good Christians notwithstanding, 
because they consider themselves be- 
lievers. 

However, they labor under a griev- 
ous self-delusion. People in that con- 
dition have nothing but the dead faith 
of the intellect, a specious faith, or; 
to express it still more drastically, a 
lip faith. They may say with their 
mouths, “I believe,’ but their heart 
is not conscious of it. No, indeed, a 
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person who cannot say, in accordance 
with Ps. 34:8, that he has tasted and 
seen that the Lord is good must not 
regard himself as being in a state of 
true faith. Moreover, the Apostle Paul 
says, Rom. 8: 16, “The Spirit indeed 
beareth witness with our spirit that we 
are the children of God.” Can the 
Holy Spirit bear this witness in us 
without our feeling it? The witne;s in 
court must speak loud enough for the 
judge to hear. The same is necesarv 
in this case. According to God’s Word 
any person who has never felt the 
testimony of the Spirit that he is the 

child of God is spiritually dead. He 
can offer no testimony in his favor 
and does wrong by considering him- 
self a Christian nevertheless. 

Again, the apostle says, Rom. 5: 1, 
“Being justified by faith,, we have 
peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Objective peace, estab- 
lished through the shedding of Christ’s 
blood, exists prior to our justification. 
A.ccordingly, the apostle must be 

speaking of a peace that is sensed, felt, 

and experienced. (Law and Gospel 

by C. F. W. Walther) 

LESSON 8 

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT 

Which is the Fourth Command- 
ment? “Thou shalt honor thy father 
and thy mother, that it may 6e well 
,Itlith .thee and thou mayest live long 
on tke earth.” 

What does this mean? FrlVe should 
fear and love God that w!e may no! 
despise our parents and masters, nor 
provoke them to anger, but give them 
honor, serve and obey them, and h,old 
them in love and esteem.” 

The words r’father and mother” are 
here used to include all whom God 
has placed over us in home, school, 
and occupation; in state and church. 
They are His representatives, ruling 
by His authority and in His stead. 
God commands us to honor them next 
to Himself; and to obey them in all 
things wherein He has placed them 
over us. 

In the home this authority belongs: 

to father and mother, or to whoever 
takes their place and fulfills their re- 
sponsibility, that is, provides for the 
bodily and spiritual welfare of the 
children. Eph. 6:4: “And, ye fathers 
(parents), provoke not your children 
to wrath, but bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lorn” 

(in training and teaching from the 
Lord). In the school the teachers have 
this authority; for they perform duties 
which God has laid upon the parents 
(Gen. 18: 19; Deut. 6:6,7? Ebb. 6:4). 
Therefore also parents and teachers 
are rightly provoked to anger by dis- 
obedience and bad behavior, and they 
should correct their children. Proc. 29: 
15: ‘?The rod and reproof give wisdom: 
but a c&id left to himself bringeth 
his mother to shame.” Prov. 13: 24: 
‘?He that spareth his rod hateth his 

son: but he that loveth him chusteneth 
him betimes.” 

God Himself punishes those who 
despise their parents and masters. He 
punished Absolom (II Sam. 15-18)) 
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the sons of Eli (I Sam. 2-4), and the 
children of Bethel (II Kings 2:23,24) . 
Pro. 30:17: rcThe eye that mocketb 
at his father and despises to obey his 
mother, the ravens of the valley shall 
pick it out and the young eagles sbal! 
eat it.” 

But giving honor to parents and 
masters is to be thinking highly of 
them as God’s respresentatives. An;! 
it is to be serving them gladly, obey- 
ing them cheerfully, and holding them 
in love and esteem. They are preciou; 
gifts of God through whom He give; 
us the countless blessings of this life. 

Children should obey their parents. 
Col. 3:20: “Children, obey your par- 
ents in all things; for this is well- 
pleasing unto the Lord.” And Prov, 
23:22: “Hearken unto thy father that 
begat thee and despise not thy mother 
>)ben she is old.” Moreover children 
should do what they can fo:r their 
parents, especially when they grow 
old. I Tim. 5:4: CrLet them learn first 
to sbow piety at home, and to requite 
their parents; for that is good and 
acceptable before God.” Thus did 
Joseph. Gen. 47:12: rrAnd Joseph 
nourisbed his father, and his brethren, 
and all his father’s household with 
bread, according to their families.” 
And Ruth also; for she clung to her 
mother-in-law (Ruth 1: 14) and be- 
came a blessing to her in her old age 
(Ruth 4: 15) . 

Servants or employees owe honor 
and obedience to their masters, mis- 
tresses or employers. 1 Pet. 2: 18: 
“Servants, be subject to your masters 
with all fear: not only to the good and 
gentle but also to the froward (the 

unfair). And honor is due to all the 
aged; for God commands, Lev. 19:32: 
“Tho~ shalt rise up before the b,oarv 

bead, and honor the face of the old 
man, and fear thy God.‘? 

Honor and obedience belong also 
to all officers of the government, 
local, state, and national. These con- 
stitute “the higher powt~rs” that “are 
ordained of God” (Rom. 13: 1) f’for 
the punishment of evil doers and for 
the praise of them that do well” 
(I Pet. X4). Scripture commands 
(Rom. 13: 1) CrLet every soul be sub- 
ject unto the higher power.” And (I 
Pet. 2: 13) “Submit yourselves to every 
ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake.>’ 
The governing authority is (Rom. 13: 
4) rrthe minister of God, a revenger 
to execute wrath upon him that doeth 
evil.” 

Finally, this commandment compre- 
hends such as preach and teach the 
Word of God, “who labor among you 
and are over you in the Lord and 
admonish you” (I Thess. 3: 12)) “W/JO 
watch for your souls as they that must 
give account” (Heb. 13:17). These 
may expect obedience only when they 
speak the Word of. God. But we are 
(I Thess. 5: 13) Crto esteem them very 

highly in love for their work’s sake9” 
and to count them rrworthy of double 
b onor” (I Tim. 5 : 17) . Moreover to 
disregard the Word of God which 
they speak is to despise both them and 
the Lord. Christ said to the seventy 
when He sent them out to preach 
(Luke 10: 16) , rrHe that bearetb you, 
beareth Me, and be that despises you, 
despises Me.” On the other hand, to 
submit one’s self to that Word will 
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be a cause of joy for them, and of 
great profit to one’s self. Heb., 13:1?: 
“Obey them that bave the rule over 
you and submit yourselves; for they 
watch for your souls as they that must 
give account, that they may do it wit!? 
joy and not with grief; for- that is 
unprofitable to you.” A God-pleasing 
service is rendered to pastors and 
teachers by ministering to their tem- 
poral welfare; for (I Cor. 9: 14) Creven 
SO hath the Lord ordained tbat they 
that preach the Gospel should live of 
the Gospel.” 

Qur parents and masters have their 
authority from God. They rule over 
us in His stead. But none of them 
may demand anything contrary to 
God’s Word. Acts 5:29: rrWe ought 

to obey God rather than men.” On the 
other hand, to encourage us to be dili- 
gent in keeping this commandment, 
God has added to it a special promise 
(Eph. 6:3), “That it may be well with 
thee and thou rnayest live long on the 
earth.” And the only perfect example 
of keeping it is our Lord Jesus Him- 
self. Luke 2: 5 1: rrHe went down with 
tbem (Hs lowly parents) and came to 
Nazareth and was subject unto them.” 
And .He made provision for His moth- 
er’s care when He was nailed to the 
Cross (John 19:25-27). Christ our 
dear Lord fully satisfied the holy will 
of God also for us, in keeping His com- 
mandments. Rom. 5: 19: “By the obed- 
ience of One shall the many be made 
righteous.” -J.E.S. 

The godlessness and wickedness of Lord would grant them time and op. 

men had gained the upper hand. All portunity for repentance. In the words 

divine and human ordinances were “My Spirit shall not always strive 

tread under foot. The falling away with man, for that he, also is flesh,” 

betime more and more prevalent we have the significant characteristic 
among the children of God. The num- of that time. The Holy Ghost worked 

ber of the pious became very small. in vain on them through the Word. 

The Lord said, “My spirit shall. not They mocked and ridiculed the Word 

always strive with man, for that he as well as those who proclaimed it. 

also is flesh.” Luther adds here, “It Knowingly and stubbornly they re- 

is in vain what I through My Spirit sisted the Spirit of God who sought 

preach and say to them; they have to bring them to repentance through 

become entirely too fleshly, despising the Word which was preached by the 

and blasheming the word of My Spirit. patriarchs. And why did they not want 

Therefore I shall let them go and DO to be admonished by the Spirit of 

longer concern myself with them, but God? That is told us in the words, 

simply send the .Flood upon them.” CCFor that he also is flesh.” What does 

(Vol. I) But God who is long-suffer- &at mean? Is it that these people 

ing added, “Yet his days shall be an were only by nature corrupt as all 

hundred and twenty years.” Thus the men and therefore resisted the work 

- 137 - 



of the Holy Spirit through the Word? 
No, for here there is more. “For that 
he also is flesh,” here means that their 
flesh had gained the control, yea, b;; 
the vast majority of them it had be.- 
come the ruling power. They had sunk 
completely into the ways of the flesh 
and therefore willingly and stubbornl; 
resisted the work of the Holy Spirit 
through the Word. They wanted only 
to enjoy life and hence they occupied 
themselves solely with filling their 
stomachs and serving the lusts of the 
flesh. Their heaven was here upon 
earth and they wanted to know 
nothing about a future heaven. No 
wonder that their morality was at such 
a deplorably low ebb. There was no 
fear of God. All wholesome bands of 
divine and human ordinances were 
tom assunder; parents and superiors 
were despised and mocked, and there 
was no concern for that which was 
lawful and right. Everyone wanted to 
enjoy life and whatever stood in the 
way was mercilessly done away with. 
Abominable unchastity, plurality of 
wives, robbery, murder, oppression of 
the poor and weak, etc., were prevalent 
everywhere. What a horrible picture 
is unfolded before our eyes! 

The 120 years of grace which God 
had given to the world were rapidly 
running out, yet, instead of the times 
becoming better, they grew steadily 
w,orse. Methuselah and Lamech died, 
and the few remaining children of 
God had either died or fallen away. 
Finally, only Noah remained; he and 
his family (eight souls) comprised the 
entire Church of God upon the earth. 
The wrath of God was therefore im- 

minent Moses says, “And God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and that every imagin- 
ation of the thoughts of his h,eart was 
only evil continually. And it repented 
the Lord that He had made man on 
the earth, and it grieved Him at His 
heart. And the Lord said, I will 
destroy man whom I have created from 
the face of the earth; both man, and 
beast, and the creepirrg thing, and the 
fowls of the air; for it repenteth Me 
that I have made them.” (Gen. 6:5-7) 
But of Noah we are told, “But Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord.” 
He pleased the Lord. We are also 
told concerning him, “Noah was a 
just man and perfect in his generations 
and Noah walked with God.” He was 
no perfect saint since he still had hi 
sinful flesh, but he believed in the 
promised Seed of the woman, the 
Savior of sinners, and through this 
faith he was righteous before God. 
Noah also gave evidence of the faith 
within his heart by leading a holy life 
in the midst of that ungodly and per- 
verse generation. ^.. 

We want to take special note of 
Noah. The Apostle Peter calls him, 
“A preacher of righteousness.” (2 
Pet. 2:5) How faithfully and how 
long Noah preached! But it was in 
vain! For 120 years he proclaimed the 
coming judgment of the Flood, but 
he was only mocked and ridiculed. 
He finally stood all alo,ne before the 
entire world, before the mighty and 
wise, preaching without fear or favor 
of men. He stood firm as a rock in 
the very midst of the flood of ungod- 
liness which beat against him as the 
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waves of the sea; courageously he 
preached, his call to repentance lo,udly 
ringing out. But, alas, he preached 
to deaf ears. Mockery and ridicule 
wer,e the only answers he received. 
Sarcastically the-y probably told him: 
You alone are supposed to be holy 
and righteous? You alone are supposed 
to have the truth and be so wise, while 
we are fools? Oh, no, you are a fool 
with such silly talk about a flood 
which is supposed to destroy us all. 
And no doubt already at that time 
there were intelligent and wise individ- 
uals who made scientific studies in 
the realm of nature and maintained: 
There is no God! These so-called 
scientists gave their own views ab,out 
the existence of the earth and every- 
thing, which lived upon it. These views 
were probably pawned off as infall- 
ible wisdom, and, no d&t, these men 
were highly praised and regarded as 
men of great knowledge and wisdom. 

Thus the men of great learning and 
the common people must have joined 
forces against. Noah in mocking him 
and declaring him to be crazy especi- 
ally when he built the ark upon dry 
ground. Yet, Noah remained stead- 
fast and continued to warn and to call 
the people to repentance. This he did 
for 120 years without success. Was 
there ever any other prophet, any 
other true servant of God who had 
such sad experiences and still served 
for so long a time in vain? Dr. Luther 
calls Noah a marytr of all martyrs. 
Truly, Noah was indeed one of the 
greatest heroes of the faith. 

The time of grace which God had 
given to the world had come to a close. 

The world had not changed for the 
better but rather for the worse. The 
flood of unbelief and ungodliness rose 
higher and higher. God then com- 
manded Noah to build the ark. And 
when it was finished Noah was to go 
inside with his wife, three sons and 
their wives, and also every kind of 
animal which God had commanded 
him to take. Then came God’s judg- 
ment. What Noah had told the god- 
less world beforehand now came to 
pass. The windows of heavens were 
opened and the rain came down un- 
ceasingly in great torr.ents until the 
waters covered the entire earth. The 
Flood was a miracle of God-a mir- 

aculous punishment. A flood which 
would cover even the peaks of the 
highest mountains is beyond the ex- 
planation of the laws of nature. What 
great fear must have taken hold of 
the godless generation of that day 
when the Flood came and the water 
rose ever higher and higher! All mock- 
ery was silenced by the great screams 
and cries of anguish heard on all sides. 
The people, together with the wild 
and tame animals, sought refuge upon 
the hills and mountains. But all was 
in vain. The water rose higher and 
econ every living thing that breathed 
was destroyed. What a fearful judg- 
ment from -the Lord! 

-M.L.N. 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRlBERS! 
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THE APOSTLES 
I There were 12 Apostles. Matthew l&2-4; Luke 6:13-16 

1. Simon Peter, a brother -of the .4postle Andrew, John :4O. The surname, 
Peter, was given to Simon by the Lord Jesus, Mark 3; 16. He was married, 
Matthew 8: 14. Paul said that he had a right to be married as well as Peter, 
I Corinthians 9:5. 
a. How did Peter die? (John 13:36; 21: 18; 2 Peter 1:14) 
6. Was Peter ever in Rome? 

2. Andrew, Peter’s brother. He was from Bethsaida, John 1:44. 
a. Andrew did not amount to much, as far as we know, but he brought 

Simon to Jesus, and then Simon became a great Apostle. 
b. Give similar examples from Holy Scripture. (John 1: 45; Acts 9: 1Of f .) 
c. What can we do? (Compare “Peter” by William Dallmann, page 9) 

3. James the older brother of John and the son of Zebedee, Matthew 1.0:2. 
& was the first martyr of the twelve apostles; he was killed by Herod in 
the year 44, Acts 12:2. His mother’s name was Salome. 

4. James, the son of Alphaeus, Mark 3: 18. He was a relative of Christ, 
Matthew 27: 56; John 19:25; Mark 6: 3. He was often referred to as James 
the less, Mark 15:40. He worked in the congregation at Jerusalem, Gal. 
2:9, He is the author of the Epistle which bears his name. 

5. John, the brother of James, Matthew 10:2. His father’s name was Zebedee, 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

Matthew 4:21. He and his brother, James, were called “the sons of thunder” 
Mark 3: 17. Five times he is spoken of as the disciple “whom Jesus loved,” 
John 13:23; 19;26; 20:2; 21.:7-20. 
a. Why, was John called a “son of thunder?” (Luke 9:51-56) 
b, How did John become a disciple of Christ? (John I: 35ff .) * 

Phillip. He was from Bethsaida, John 1:44. 
a. How did Philip show himself to be a missionary? 
b. How did Jesus test or prove Philip’s faith? 

Bartholomew, or Nathanael, John 1:45; 21:2. 

Thomas, Didymus, a twin, John 2 1: 2. 
a. Describe his disposition. 
b. How does his disposition fit many people today? 

Matthew, the publican, Matthew 9:9; 10: 3. The son of Alphaeus, Mark 
2: 14. 

Judas Iscariot, the betrayer. He was from Kerioth, a town of Judah. 
a. Describe his disposition. (John 12: l-8) 

- 140 - 



b, Can we always detect a present day “Judas”? (Matthew 7:29; Luke 
17:21; 2 Tim: 2:19) 

11. Thaddaeus (beloved one) , the brother of James. Also called, Judas, Acts 
1:13; John 14:22; also called Lebbaeus, Matthew l&3. 

12. Simon, the Zealot, Luke 6: 15 3 a so called- “Simon the Cgnaanite”, Matthew 1 
l&4. 
a. Compare the Zealots and the Publicans. 
b.Wht’b t 1 d’ a a ou c ass rstinction in the Kingdom of Christ? (Acts 17:26; 

Gal. 3:28) 

II There are two other apostles whom we might also mention. Matthias who 
took Judas’ place, Acts 1115-26, and the Apostle Paul, Acts 21:3; 22:3. 

-M.L.N. 
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