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It was on the 3Ist day of October, 
in the year of our Lord 15 17, that 
Martin Luther, a poor and humble 
monk, nailed 95 theses to a church door 
at Wittenberg, Germany-theses that 
awoke the slumbering world, astound- 
ed the timorous nations, and ushered 
in a new and glorious era upon the 
earth-theses that gave a clear and 
uncompromising ring, attacking the 
corruptions of the Church, and chaf- 
ienging each and every man for a 
disputation based upon the Word of 
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God-theses that shook the walls of 
the Vatican, put to flight the clouds 
of ignorance and superstition, and re- 
vealed the bright light of the blessed 
Gospel, which had for centuries been 
hidden by the Roman popes. Those 
95 theses were the signal for the great 
and mighty battle which followed-a 
battle in which men fought, not for 
earthly, temporal goods and posses- 
sions, but for heavenly, eternal, abid- 
ing treasures: for the Word of God 
and their souls’ salvation. Those 95 
theses were the beginning of the 
Reformation, the lovely dawn of the 
breaknig morn, the first rays of the 
rising sun that tinged the Church’s 
horizon with a glorious hue, and 
ushered in that sweet, that precious, 
that longed and looked for Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

It is in commemoration of that great 
event that we celebrate Reformation 
Day, not in order to magnify and glor- 
ify Luther, the chosen vessel of God, 
the angel of the Reformation, but in 
order to laud and praise and thank 
God for having given us Luther, by 
whom the everlasting Gospel of Jesus 
Christ was drawn forth from under 
the ruins and ashes of papacy and 
placed on a high candlestick, so that 
its cheering rays were felt far and 
near. Not the creature, but the 
Creator do we ma,gnify, and to Him 
shall our hymns of praise and tha.nks- 
giving ascend, for it was His work 
,that Luther performed, His counsel 
that Luther carried out, His Word 
that Luther proclaimed, and His 
Truth for which Luther fought.. 

Thine honor save, 0 Christ, Our Lord! 

Hear Zion’s cries and help afford: 
Destroy the wiles of mighty foes 
Who now Thy Word and Truth 

oppose. 

That Thou art with us, Lord, pro- 
claim 

And put our enemies to shame; 
Confound them in their h,aughtiness 
And help Thine own in their distress. 

Preserve Thy little flock in peace, 
Nor let Thy boundless mercy cease; 
To all the world let it appear 
That Thy true Church indeed is here. 

SAYiNGS OF LUTHER 
A scorpion thinks when his head 

lies under a leaf that he cannot be 
seen; even so hypocrites and false 
saints think that, when they have 
hoisted up one or two good works, all 
their sins are therewith covered and 
hid. 

* * * 

No stone, steel, or diamond is so 
hard as the impenitent heart of man. 

* * * 

A man who depends on the riches 
and honors of this world, forgetting 
God and the welfare of his soul, is 
like a little child that holds a fair 
apple in the hand, of agreeable ex- 
terior and seemingly sound, but which 
within is rotten and full of worms. 

* * * 

The forgiveness of sins is declared 
only in God’s Word, and there we must 
seek it; for it is grounded on God’s 
promises. God forgives our sins be- 
cause He is merciful and because Ee 
has promised to forgive us for Chris,t’s 
sake. 
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-The religious cults which are either 
bound up with faith-healing or involve 
it have a long history, beginning with 
the priests in the Isis temples of ancient 
Egypt and continuing to the system 
of Mrs. Eddy, New Thought, Spirit- 
ism, and Pentecostalism. Part of the 
stock in trade of all healers is a de- 
pendence on suggestion, of which the 
healer may or may not be conscious. 
The medicine men of ancient and 
modern paganism made medicine 
rather for the mind than for the body. 
In the ‘Catholic Church the healing 
power was associated, and is today, 
with saints, relics, and shrines. Charms, 
amulets, and talismans, all play their 
part, every imaginable thing having 
been so used. There is an endless list 
of spells and incantations. 

In modern times the revival of 
faith-cure was inauguarated by the 
German Swiss alchemist Paracelsus 
(d. 1541)) author of a theosophic 
system which dealt with magnetic 
powers by which cures might be 
wrought. Through Mesmer, the. orig- 
inator of hypnotism (about 1~15)~ 
the line of development goes through 
Phineas P. Quimby to Mrs. Eddy, in 
whom the basin,g of a religious system 
upon the claim that cures performed 
in its name vindicate its apostolic char- 
acter first came to the front. 

To a Bible Christian there is only 
one test that he recognizes in all mat- 
ters of religion-the agreement of anv 
doctrine or practise with the Word 
of God. Certainly, if any one claim- 
ing to do the works of God is in dis- 

agreement with the Word of God, he 
is self-deceived or a deceiver. Miracles 
are a testimony of God to His R.evela- 
tion. God will certainly not endorse 
a false prophet by granting him special 
gifts of the Spirit-who is the Spirit 
of Truth. Mark 16, 20 and Heb. 2, 
3.4 plainly teach that the gifts of the 
Spirit were to confirm the Word of 
God. Any one, therefore, who teaches 
contrary to the Word. of God surely 
does not possess the gift of healing. 

That. “signs and won.ders” may be 
wrought by those who reject the revela- 
ti.on o,f God was taught early in the 
Old Testament. Deut. 13, l-5. Paul, 
speaking by the Spirit, refers, 2 Thess. 
2, 9, to those who “after the working 
of Satan” will perform “signs and 
lying wonders.” Rev. 16: 13.14 refers 
to a working of miracles by the spirits 
of devils. Our Lord Himself says 
that on Judgment Day He will say 
to some who “have done many wonder- 
ful works”: “Depart from Me, ye 
that work iniquity!” Matt. 2, 23. 
Hence we say: Any one who asserts 
that his miracles of -healing are proof 
of a divine mission at. once writes 
himself down as a deceiver. 

Foremost among all church-bodies 
that claim the gift of healing is the 
Roman Catholic Church. At Lourdes 
in France, in the shrine of St. Anne 
de Beaupre, below Quebec, in the 
Church of St. Anne de Detroit, and 
in St. Anne’s Church in Chicago the 
co,llections of crutches, trusses, canes, 
braces, ear trumpets, and eye-glasses 
heaped around the shrines are shown 
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as proofs conclusive of the cures 
wrought. But no L.utheran will believe 
that these cures are wrought by divine 
power, as a confirmation of the Word. 
Mark 16, 20. He will rather be re- 
minded of the prophecy concerning the 
lying w.onders of Antichrist. 2 Thess. 
2, 9. Then there is the Christian 
Science Church. Shall we admit that 
God will confirm His Word through 
the works of a sect which denies every 
doctrine of apostolic Christianity? 
Mrs. Eddy denied the personality of 
God, the existence of Satan and o,f 
sin, the creation of man, the Trinity, 
the power of prayer, the atonement. 
.Can a cult which embodies these soul- 
destroying denials be regarded as the 
heir of a promise once given to them 
that believe ? The principal drawing 
card of New Thought and its various 
#offshoots - the Sun-phoners, the 
Church of Divine Science, etc. - is 
the miraculous cure of diseases. Cer- 
tainly God would not “confirm His 
Word” through such agencies. The 
Mormons, when still practising polyg- 
amy openly, widely advertised the 
cures which their apostles effected. 
The Spiritists have their “healing 
mediums,” thousand of them.. The 
Nazarites, the Jehovites, the Irving- 
ites, the Quakers, the House of David, 
the Theosophists- all outside the pale 
of Christianity-have claimed the same 
power. Will a ny one say that God has 
testified through all these, and through 
Eddyism, and the New Thought, and 
Romanism, and a number of other 
sects, great and small, all differing 

from cne another and all denying 

Christ’s saving doctrine? 

Divine healers, ane and all, teach 
that “faith” is necessary for their 
cures. ‘tFaith” amounts simply to the 
belief that God is able to perform a 
miraculous cure through this particular 
healer. A mental attitude of trust in 
the healer’s power, confidence in his 
gift to heal disease by prayer, is the 
“faith” demanded of the patient, 
This is certainly not the’ faith which 
Christians have in mind when they 
use the word. The healers, indeed, 
preach about Christ’s atonement, His 
bloody sacrifice, and the necessity of 
faith in Him and of conversion. But 
th.is preaching is immediately linked 
up with the’ doctrine that, as Christ 
died to save us from sin, so He also 
died to save us from sickness, and 
that, unless we believe in His power 
to heal sickness, we do not accept Him 
as our personal Savior. The phrase 
used is: “A double Cure for a Doubie 
Curse” [sin and sickness) . 

Aside from all suggestions from 
witho,ut, the mind, working unconsci- 
ously (“sub-consciously”) through the 
nervous system, possesses certain cura- 
tive powers. In such cases we say 
that “‘nature” has come to the rescue, 
that medicine can only “assist nature.” 
The divine healers depend on this 
curative power of mind in many cases. 
Rheumatism often disappears by self- 
elimination. Physicians assert that tu- 
berculosis often heals itself. Cases of 
rheumatism and tuberculosis “cured” 
by th e ea ers are therefore not worth h 1 
follo,wing up, for they would prove 
nothing even if a perfect recovery were 
demonstrated. How the mind is a% 
to do such things, we do not under- 
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stand; that it does them continually 
belongs to the abc of medicine. 

Thousands of those especially who 
seek relief from illness in Christian 
Science suffer from some morbid con- 
tion .of the mind, which causes one 
or another of the various forms of 
hysteria <(not “hysterics,” which is 
another matter), sometimes called 
%eurosis.” In hysteria the symptom.s 
of the disease appear while the disease 
itself is not present. Competent author- 
ities assert that hysteria can simulate 
every known complaint: parlysis, 
heart disease, and the worst forms of 
fever and ague. A good physician will 
diagnose such cases as what they really 
are and will, in “slowl’ cases, apply 
“mental therapeutics,” that is to say, 
will endeavor to cure through the 
mind, along the lines now widely used 
by medical practitioners. The Pente- 
costal healer will do the same thing. 
only he will not call it “suggestion,” 
or Y.nental therapeutics”; he will say 
that God has given him the gift 0.f 
healing, that his cures are evidence 
of this gift. Every physician knows 
the power which mind has over the 
body and turns it to account in his 
practise. The healers do the same, 
but they claim that they are working 
miracles. 

Moreover, it is evident that the 
healers know very weli that a state 
of mind must be induced in patients 
who are subject to mental healing, 
and, furthermore, that they are well 
aware of their inability to cure certain 
diseases and hence are consciously dis- 
honest when they claim that they can 
heal all diseases and that they heal 

by divine power. Divine healers, fait,h- 
curists, fetish priests, shamans and 
medicinemen, Eddyists-all are able 
to reach disease which are merely func- 
tional; they cannot cure those which 
have attacked the tissues of the body. 
When a disease is due to a derange- 
ment of the nerval force, it can be 
reached by suggestion. Get the patient 
into a state of confidence, and he will 
slowly mend. Give him a psychological 
shock, and he m.ay be cured instantly. 
Thousands of such cases are on record 
in the medical journals. They are 
worked at St. Anne’s shrines .and by 
the adoration of the Sacred Heart 
and by faith in a healer. But when 
the tissue of his body is impaired or 
broken. down, as in the case of an 
ulcerated tooth, of any malignant 
growth, tuberculosis, typhoid fever, 
erysipelas; lockjaw, measles, pneumonia 
and all other forms of organic disease, 
suggestion can work no cure, and the 
h.ealers are helpless. Jesus went into 
the lazaretto at Bethesda and cured 
a hopeless case. He healed entire 
companies of lepers. Suggestion can- 
not do this, and the suggestion is all 
there is to the power osf the healers. 
Fifty years ago it was called mesmer- 
ism. 

“Christians believe in prayer for the 
sick and that God can and does answer 
such prayer in accordance with His 
wisdom, but they also believe that He 
works”-ordinarily-“through means, 
including medical skill. God is in all 
the processes of nature and of human 
art, and no one is more ready to 
acknowledge this than the Christian 
physicians.” (The quotation is from 
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Snowden’s THE TRUTH ABOUT 
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE.) Yn the 
healing of every disease of whatever 
kind,” says Dr. Henry H. Goddard, 
“we cannot be too deeply impressed 
with the Lord’s part of the work. He 
is the Operator. We are the coopera- 
tors. More and more am I impressed 
that every patient of mine who has 
ever risen from his sick bed on to 
his feet again has done so by divine 
power. Not I have cured him, but the 
Lord.” 

Christians will continue to believe 
that sickness, while a consequence of 
the Fall and at times indeed visited 

upon individuals as a punishment for 
sin, is, in the case of every child of 
God, even when caused by transgres- 
sion, a means in the hands of a, loving 
Father to train His children in pa- 
tience, and in daily repentance, and 
in the gift of prayer, and in the over- 
coming of the lusts that war against 
the spirit, for the salvation of their 

souls and, yes, of their bodies also; 

for in heaven at last-and only then- 

“there shall be no more death, neither 

sorrow nor crying, neither shall there 

be any more pain.” Rev. 21, 4. 

Corcordia Cyclopedia, pp. 243-250 

WHAT THE ILUTHERAN CONFESSIONS TEACH 
ABiOUT THE POPE AS THE ANTICHRIST 

The question as to who the Anti- forcefully that the Pope is the very 
Christ is, is fully settled folr us in the Antichrist.” . . . “Therefore, just as 
Smalcald Articles and their Appendix, little as we can worship the devil him- 
where this doctrine is referred to time self as Lord and God, we can endure 
and again in statements as clear and his apostle, the Pope, or Antichrist, 
plain as language can make them. In in his rule as head and Lord.” . . . 
Article IV (Part II) which treats of “Accordingly, that Christ in His Pas- 
the Papacy, we read: “That the Pope sion is crowned with thorns and led 
is not, according to divine law or ac- forth to be derided in royal purple, 
cording to the Word of God, the head this signified that in the future, after 
of all Chirstendom . . . as the ancient His spiritual kingdom was despised, 
councils and the age of Qprian show.” i.e., the Gospel was suppressed, another 
“For all the bulls and books are extant, kingdom of a worldly kind would be 
in which he roars like a lion (as the set up (in its place) with the pretext 
angel in Rev. 12 depicts him, crying of ecclesiastical power.” . . . “From 
out that he wishes, that he says, and this persuasion horrible darkness has 
that he does..” . . . “For the holy been brought into the Church, and 
Christian Church can exist very well after that also great commotions have 
without such a head, and it would arisen in Europe. For the ministry of 
certainly have remained better if such the Gospel was neglected, the knowl- 
a head had not been raised up by edge of faith and the spiritual king- 
the devil.” . . . “This teaching shows dom became extinct. Christian right- 
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eousness was supposed to be that ex- 
tetial government which the Pope had 
established.” . . . “Yes, in the Clemin- 
tines it is even written: ‘When the 
empire is vacant, the Pope is the 
legitimate successor.’ Thus the Pope 
has not only usurped dominion, con- 
trary to Christ’s command, but has 
also tyrannically exalted himself above 
all kings.” . . . “Now, it is manifest 
that the Roman pontiffs, with their 
adherents, defend godless doctrines and 
godless services. And the marks of 
Antichrist plainly agree with the king 
dom of the Pope and his, adherents. 
For Paul, in d~escribing to the Thessa- 
lonians Antichrist (2 Ep. 2:3) , calls 
him %.n adversary of Christ, who op- 
poseth and exalteth himself above all 
that is called God, or that is wor- 
shipped, so that he as God sitteth in 
the temple of God.’ He speaks there- 
fore of one ruling in the Church, not 
of heathen kings, and he calls this 
one the adversary of Christ, because 
he will devise doctrine conflicting with 
the Gospel, and will assume to himself 
divine authority. 

Moreover, it is manifest, in the first 
place that the Pope rules in the 
Church and by the pretext of eccle- 
siastical authority and of the min- 
istry has established for himself this 
kingdom. For he assigns as a pretext 
these words: “I will give to thee the 
keys.’ Secondly, the doctrine of the 
Pope conflicts in many ways with the 
Gospel, and (thirdly) the Pope as- 
sumes to himself divine authority in a 
threefold manner: First, because he 
takes to himself the right to change 
the doctrine of Christ and services 

instituted by God and wants his own 
doctrine and his own services to be 
observed as divine; secondly, because 
he takes to himself the power not only 
of binding and loosing in this life, 
but also the jurisdiction over souls 
after this life; thirdly, because the 
Pope does not want to be judged by 
the Church or by anyone, and puts 
his own authority ahead of the de- 
cision of Councils and the entire 
Church. But to be unwilling to be 
judged by the Church or by anyone 
is to make oneself God. Lastly, these 
errors so horrible, and this impiety, 
he defends with the greatest cruelty 
and puts to death those dissenting. 
This being the case, all Christians 
ought to beware of becoming par- 
takers of the godless doctrine, blasphe- 
mies, and unjust cruelty of the Pope. 
On this account they ought to desert 
and execrate the Pope with his ad- 
herents as the kingdom of Antichrist.” 

“To dissent from the agreement of 
so many nations and to be called 
schismatics is a grave matter. But 
divine authority commands all not to 
be allies and defenders of impiety and 
unjust cruelty. On this account o,ur 
consciences are sufficiently excused; 
for the errors of the kingdom of the 
Pope are manifest. And Scripture with 
its entire voice exclaims that these 
errors are a ‘teaching of demons’ and 
of Antichrist.” . . . “And even though 
the Pope should hold Synods, how 
can the Church be healed if the Pope 
suffers nothing to be decreed con- 
trary to his will, if he allows no one 
to express his opinion except his ad- 
herents, whom he has bound by dread- 
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ful oaths and curses to the defense 
of his tyranny and wickedness?” . . . 
“Therefore, even though the Bishop 
of Rome had the primacy by divine 
right, yet since he defends godless 
service and doctrine conflicting with 
the Gospel, obedience is not due to 
him; yea, it is necessary to resist him 
as Antichrist.” 

In view of the above quotations it 
is manifest that our Confessions re- 

gard the Pope or the papal system as 

the veritable Antichrist. There should 

therefore be no difference among 

Lutherans on this question.-LUTH- 

ERAN CONFESSIONAL THEOL- 

OGY, C. H. Little. 

LESSON 9 

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT 

Which is the Fifth Commandment? 
“Thou shalt not kill.‘? 

What does this mean? VVe should 
feur and love God that we may not 
hurt nor harm our neighbor in his 
body, but help and befriend him in 
every bodily need.” 

To kill is to take another’s life as 
Cain did. Gen. 4.8: “Cain rose up 
aguinst Abel his brother, and slew 
I 7im.” Or it is to take one’s own life 
as King Saul did. I Sam. 31:4: “Saul 
took a sword and fell upon it.” & it 
is to cause one to die by the hand of 
others ,as David did. II Sam. 12.9: 
CrThou bust killed Uriub the Hittite 
with the sword--and bust slain him 
with the sword of the children of 
Amman.” Or it is to cause one to 
lose his life through one’s negligence 
or carelessness. Ex. 21:29: “But if the 
ox were wont to push with his bortl 
in time past, and it bath been testfied 
to his owner, and be bath not kept 
him in, but tbqt be bath killed a mun 
or a woman; the ox shall be stoned, 
und his owner also sbull be put to 
death.” (See also Deut. 228). 

By this commandment God would 
protect our life and the life of our 
neighbor. He does not apply it to any 
other creature (Gen. 9:2,3) . But to 
kill a human being is a very grievous 
sin. God would have it punished most 
severely. Gen. 9~6: rrWboso sbeddetb 
man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed.” 

Yet not everyone is authorized to 
inflict this punishment. Matt. 26:52: 
rrPut up again thy sword into his 
place; for all they that take the sword 
shall perish with the sword.” But God 
gives this power to the government. 
Rom. 13 :4: rrBut if thou do that which 
is evil, be ufruid; for be beuretb not 
the sword in vain; for be is the min- 
ist’er of God, a revenger to execute 
wrath upon him that doetb evil.” 
So God has made the government His 
minister with authority to use the 
sword to punish evil doers. Whoever, 
then, as an officer or soldier of the 
government takes human life in the 
line of duty is altogether excepted 
from blood guiltiness before God. So 
also is the man who in keeping with 
the laws of the state, kills another in 
self defense. But otherwise this com- 
mandment forbids the doing of any- 
thing whereby a human life may be 
destroyed. 
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Moreover this commandment too 
searches the heart. Matt. 15:19: “Out 
of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, etc.” So every thought of 
killing and every word and act pro- 
ceeding from such thoughts are sins 
against this commandment. Matt. 5 : 2 1, 
22: ‘Ye have heard that it wus said 
by them of old time, Thou, shalt not 
kill; and whosoever shall kill shall 62 
in danger of tbe judgment; but I say 
unto you, That whosoever is angry 
with his brother without a cause 
(a cause that God approves) shall be 
in danger of the judgement: and wbo- 
soever shall suy to his brother, Rucu 
(a word of contempt) shall ble in 
danger of the council (Sanhedrin) : 
and whosoever shall suy, Thou fool 
(a word of condemnation) shall be in 

dunger of bell fire.” Surely then hatred 
that is, anger that has settled in the 
heart toward another is murder. I John 
3: 15: frWbosoever butetb his brother 
is a murderer.” And so is the wound- 
ing of another; for when Peter wound- 
ed Malchus in Gethsemane (John 18: 
10,ll) he received a sharp rebuke 
from Jesus; “Put up thy sword into 
the sbeutb.” 

So this commandment forbids us 
to hurt or harm our neighbor in his 

. 
body, either m our heart, or with OUT 
tongue or hand. We are not even to 
pay back or get even with one who in- 
jures us or does us wrong. Thus. 
David spared the life of Saul his 
enemy and left him to God’s judg- 
ment (I Sam. 26:7-l 1) . And we too 
may rest assured that God will avenge 
our wrongs. Rom. 12:19: “Dearly be- 
loved, avenge not yourselves, but rather 

give pluce unto wrath; for it is writ- 
ten, Vengeance is Mine: I will repay, 
suitb the Lord.” 

On the other hand, God wants us 

to help and befriend our neighbor in 
every bodily need. When that man 
traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho 
fell among robbers who. stripped him 
and wounded him, and left him to die, 
a certain Samaritan came to him, 
bound up his wounds, and took him to 
an inn and took care of him (Luke 
10: 30-35) . And when Lot was carried 
away captive, Abram armed his serv- 
ants and pursued until he had rescued 
Lot and his fellow captives with their 
possessions (Gen. 14:8-1.6). Each of 
these men did God’s will. Isa. 58:6,7: 
ccIs not this the fust that I (God) 
have cb,osen ? To loose the bands oj 
wickedness, to undo the heavy &rd.&es 
and to let the oppressed go free, and 
that ye break every yoke? Is it not 
to deal thy bread to the hungry, and 
that thou bring the poor that are cast 
out to thy bouse? When thou seest 
the nuked, that thou cover him; and 
that thou bide not thyself from tbine 
own flesh?” Nor does God wish us to 
excuse ourselves on the ground of our 
neighbor’s unworthiness; for he directs 
us to befriend even our enemies. Rom. 
1.2:20: “If tb ine enemy b,unger, feed 
him; if be thirst, give him drink.>’ 

And finally, we are to keep this 
commandment also in our hearts. Eph. 
4~31~32: ‘?Let all bitterness and wrath, 
and anger, and clumour, and evil 
speaking; be put away from you with 
all malice; and be ye kind one to un- 
o tber, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake 
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bath forgiven you.” Jesus says, Matt. 
5:~: rrLove your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that 
bate you, and pray for them tbut de- 
spitefully use you and persecute you.” 
And He promises, saying, Matt. 5: 
5,7,9: rrBlessed ure the meek; for th-ey 
shall inherit the earth. Blessed are the 
merciful; for they shall obtain. mercy. 
Blessed are the peacemakers; for they 
shall be culled the children of God.” 

This commandment too convicts us 
all of sin. Only our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, has truly kept it. Acts 
1.0:38: rrI-Je went about doing good.” 
But He kept it in our stead and for 
us; and He .paid the price of our de- 
served punishment with His shed 
blood. Let us accept with grateful 
hearts His work of redeeming love, 
and by grace we too shall do God’s 
will. -J.&S. 

HAS TH MISSOURI 
NEW MISSOUR 

‘(It was the Faith of the Founders 
that theirs was ,a God-given task and 
that the living Christ was. with them. 
That is our faith, too. Today in that 
Faith, we are dedicating this splendid 
new home office building. 

“This was the keynote of the dedi- 
catory address by Dr. Charles B. 
Foelsch of Berkeley, president of Pa- 
cific L.utheran Theological Seminary, 
at the impressive ceremonies that mark- 
.ed the dedication and foundation stone 
laying of the new L.utheran Brother- 
hood building in Minneapolis July 26. 

“In the same vein, Dr. A. R. KI~Q- 
munn, pastor of the Evangelical Luth- 
eran Church of St. Luke and head of 
the Chicago Bible Society, character- 
ized the building as ‘a symbol of 
Brotherhood-here love and concern, 
inter.est and the charm of helpfulnes,s 
shall have their daily place.? 

“Others who participated in the 
program lik ewise cited the religious 
founda.tion of our society and paid 
tribute to the far-sighted. founders and 
the leadership which has made FOSS- 

SYNOD CHANGED? 
OLD MSSOURI 

“False doctrine is a sin against God’s 
holy Commandments. It jeopardizes 
the salvation of every person who 
comes in contact with it. Hence, it is 
evident that every Christian is to avoid 
false doctrine and all fellowship with 

. 
errorists. 

“That we are to avoid .false doctrine 
is stated in Scripture in all those pass- 
ages that exhort us to abide in the 
truth. We are to observe all, things 
whatsoever Jesus has commanded us. 
(Matt. 28:20) Paul writes to Tim- 
othy: ‘As I besought thee to abide 
still at Ephesus, when I went into 
Macedonia, that thou mightest charge 
some that they teach no other doctrine’ 
[I Tim. 1: 3) . Again.: ‘Hold fast the 
form of sound words, which thou hast 
heard of me’ (II Tim. 1:13), and: 
Continue thou in the things which 
thou hast learned and hast been as- 
sured of’ (II Tim. 3: 14). 

“We are to continue in purity of 
doctrine also in view of, those passages 
in which the Lord denounces those 
who deviate from the truth. ‘Behold, 
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ible its phenomenal growth and de- 
velopment. 

“The ceremonies represented a re- 
dedication of Lutheran Brotherhood 
to its original objectives of helping its 
membership in achieving economic 
security and at the same time to aid 
the Lutheran Church’, according to 
two charter members who performed 
official acts during the observance. 
Dr. G. M. Bruce of Minneapolis, rc- 
tired member of Luther Theological 
Seminary in St. Paul and one of the 
incorporators, in laying the founda- 
tion stone cited the society’s beginnings 
at a church convention and described 
events and personalities that make up 
its interesting history. The act of dedi- 
cation was presented by Dr. J. A. 
Aasgaard of Cokato, Minn., LB board 
member and President Emeritus ,of 
The Evangelical Lutheran Church.” 
(The Lutheran Brotherhood Bond, 

September, 1956) 

Dr. A. R. Kretzmann is a Missouri 
Synod pastor. (Ed.) 

WELCOME 

TO ALL 

NEW SUBSCRIBERS 

Keep informed about conditions 
existing among Lutherans and on 
the Church Front. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS MAKE 
EXCELLENT GIFTS 

BE SURE TO RENEW 

$2.00 a Year-Anywhere 
Use Subscription Blanks 

or Coupons Included 

I am against the prophets saith the 
Lord, that use their tongues and say: 
He saith’ (Jer. 23:3 1). 

“In view of these passages, truth 
and error cannot fellowship with each 
other. Can two walk together except 
they be agreed?’ (Amos 3 : 3) . HOW 
can I recognize him as a brother in 
the faith, worship with him, and do 
jolint spiritual work with him whom 
I must condemn as an errorist? For 
me to give countenance and sanction 
to false doctrine, as I would do by 
fellowshiping with one who teaches 
otherwise, would mean to share in the 
responsibility fur all the harm k&e 
doctrine does. I would thereby become 
the partaker of the errorist’s evil 
deeds. (II John 11.) 

“To fellowship with such as do not 
agree with us in doctrine is called 
unionism. And we repudiate unionism, 
that is, joint church work or worship 
with adherents of unorthodox church 
bodies, because thereby the truth is 
either denied or the appearance of 
denial or at least of indifferentism is 
given in disobedience to God’s com- 
mand, as causing divisions in the 
Church. (Rom. 16: 17; II John 9: 10) 
and as involving the constant danger 
of losing the Word of God entirely. 
(II Tim. 2:17-18; Gal. 5:9.)” (The 
Abiding Word, Vol. II) 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS! 

Please notify Business Manager, Mr, 

August Luft, 1133 Oregon St., Coos 

Bay, Ore., of any change of address 
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There is one portion of the Catechism which always seems to be somewhat 
difficult f or c I h’ld ren in confirmation classes and which is often very vague and 
hazy in the minds of many confirmed Lutheran Christians. It is the 5th Chief 
Part of Christian Doctrine which is called in our Catechism: The Office of the 
Keys. In reality, this doctrine of God’s Word is not difficult at all and should 
really be well-known and familiar to us for it is a doctrine which is of special 
interest and also of much practical importance. Under the gracious guidance 
and blessing of our Savior we shall endeavor, in this and the two following 
issues of the Orthodox Lutheran, to set forth this doctrine in plain and simple 
language. 

The Office of the K y e s is simply the power, the function, or the work of 
the Holy ,Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, for Jesus says to all true 
Christians, even as He said to Peter in Matt. 16: 19: “I will give unto thee the 
keys of the Kingdom of heaven.” The keyr are a symbol of power, and to 
understand this symbol rightly we must picture the Kingdom of Heaven to 
ourselves as a house, a temple, or a walled city to which the possession of the 
keys gives the right and the power of permitting or refusing entrance. The 
Office of the Keys is, therefore, the power to open and to close the Kingdom 
of Heaven, or, in clearer language, it is the power to forgive and to retah rsins. 

The Bible speaks of sin, of wrath, of Christ, of redemption, of forgivene,ss. 
The world sinned; Christ atoned for the sins of the World by His innocent 
suffering and death; and God accepted the sacrifice of His Son on account of 
which He no longer charges the trespasses of men against them but forgives 
their sins and declares them righteous. Yea, He pronounces full and universal 
forgiveness upoln all mankind. 

God, however, does not do this directly from heaven, but through the 
preaching of the Gospel. The Bible tells us: “God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath 
committed unto us. the Word of Reconciliation.” (II Cor. 5: 19.) Christ gave 
to His Church the Word of God. That Word is the chief thing in Baptism 
and in the Lord’s Supper. By possessing the Word of God and the Sacraments 
the Church actually possesses the power and the means of forgiveness. It is, 
therefore, the work of the Church to see to it that the forgiveness of sins, won 
by Christ and pronounced by God, gets to men. 

When Christ spoke to men of the forgiveness of. sins, His very words car- 
ried, conveyed, and worked forgiveness. When the Church, by His command, 
speaks of the forgiveness of sins, its Word (which is Christ’s Word-Luke 
10: 16.) also carries, conveys, and works forgiveness. That Word of the C#hurch 
is not a mere recital of what Christ has done, or a mere announcement of what 
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God is willing to do, or a mere invitation to accept forgiveness, but it is the 
true and actual offer, declaration, and pronouncement of the forgiveness of sins. 
Thus, the divine Word throws wide open the doors of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and those who sincerely repent of their sins and believe in Jesus Christ enter 
therein. 

The Word of God also offers and declares God’s forgiveness to the un- 
believers and to the impenitent. But the unbelievers do not sincerely repenr 
of their sins, they do not believe in Jesus Christ, nor do they truly want and 
desire forgiveness. Therefore, in spite of the fact that God pronounces for- 
giveness upon them, their sins are not forgiven, they are not in God’s Kingdom. 
To such, God’s Word declares: “He that believeth not, shall be damned,” 
Mark 16: 16b. 

It is the Word of God itself which opens and closes heaven, which for- 
gives and retains sins. When the Church, therefore, usles the Word of God, 
these two things will surely take place: 1) some will be penitent and believe, 
Z) others will remain impenitent and not believe; 1) the sins of the penitent 
will be forgiven, 2) the sins of the impenitent will not be forgiven as long as 
they do not repent. 

But the Church must not only proclaim the Law and the Gospel generally. 
It must also apply both the Law and the Gospel to individual persons. To one 
person, it is to say in the name and by the command of God: “I forgive you 
your sins.” Yes, there are times when the f0rgivenes.s of sins must be applied! 
to an individual penitent sinner to afford him the greatest possible comfort. 
The Church says to him: “Behold, your sins are forgiven!” and through the 
Church God has spoken and the sinner is truly forgiven. But there are also 
cases in which a person is so openly impenitent and ungodly that the Church 
must speak the Law to him in all its terrors: and, if he persists in doing that 
which is contrary to the Word of God, the Church must use the most emphatic 
means in its power to show him the seriousness of his condition that he may 
come to his senses before it is too late-before he is called out of this world. 
To him the Church must say: “Your impenitence excludes you fro,m the 
Kingdom of God. You are no longer a Christian but a heathen. You are 
locked out of the Kingdom of Heaven until you repent,” This is the God- 
given duty of the Church. It has no other choice in the matter. God has 
so commanded it ! And where the Law and Gospel are thus applied by the 
Church, God Himself h 
bind on earth shall b 

onors such action for He says: “Whatsoever ye shall 
e oun m b d * h eaven; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth 

shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matt. 18: 18) ? and again: “Whosoever sins 
ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whosoever sins ye retain, they are 
retained.” (John 20:23.) . 

This is the Office of the Keys. It is the power which Christ has given to 
His Church on earth to Preach the Word of God; to Administer the Sacra- 
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ments; and especially to Forgive and to Retain Sins. It has no other power, 
no power of the sword, no power of earthly compulsion. It can promise no 
earthly property, ‘wealth, or pleasure to win a sinner. Its purpose is not to 
reform the government or to improve society. Its aims are spiritual.: the 
conversion and regeneration of the sinner. Its means are spiritual: the power 
of the Word of God, the Law which threatens with Hell-fire and the il;osprl 
which forgives. Where that does not avail, the Church can do no more for 
men. (to be continued) -P.R.B. 

Sincere Christians pray without 

ceasing; though they pray not with 

their mouths, yet their hearts pray 

continually, sleeping and.. waking. 

TRACTS AVAILABLE! 

Unionism __.-.-- ._---- ____ -. 2 for 5c 
Brief Lessons in Christian Doctrine 

Based on Luther’s Small Catechism: 
Brief Lesson No. 1 -.-___-_. 3 for 5~ 
Brief Lesson No. 2 _ __ _ __ 3 for 5c 
Brief Lesson No. 3 -__-___ 3 for SC 
Srief Lesson No. 4 _______ 3 for 5c 
Brief Lesson No. 5 _ .._.- _ _ _. 3 for 5c 
Our Declaration _._. ___- 2 for 5c 
Bible Study Outlines ..---. 3 for Tc 

1. Our Sinful Flesh 
2. Greediness for Honor 

Order from: 
THE LUTHERAN PRINT SHOP 

208 N. Ackerman Street 

Empire, Oregon 

NEWS F‘ROM .WILMO?‘, SD, 
Sunday, Sept. 16, 1956, was a 

special day at St. Stephen’s Lutheran 
Church, Wilmot, S. Dak. On that 
day the congregation took note ,in 
the regular service of the 50th wed- 
ding anniversary of a couple in. its 
midst, Mr. and Mrs, Gerhard Asch- 
wege, Corona, S.D. It was on Sept. 
14, 1906, that these tnembers were 

united in holy matrimony and- now 

by th e grace of God were privileged 

to celebrate a Golden Wedding an- 

nversary. Both are in good health and, 

most grateful to God for having reach- 

ed this milestone. Pas.tor Schaefer ad- 

dressed the honored couple on the 

basis-.of Gen. 32, 10, and pointed out 

how richly God had blessed them, both 

spiritually and temporally. He assured 

them that God would continue to 

guide and bless them and some day 

bring them to their eternal reward. 

After this service the congregation. 

presented the jubilarians .with a beauti- 

ful picture of C.h rist and with flowers. 

May the Lord of the Church keep 

them in good health and in the true 

faith until they inherit the crown of 

everlasting life! 
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WILMOT MISSION FESTIVAL 
Sunday, Sept. 23, 1956, was another 

significant occasion for the members 
of St. Stephen’s at Wilmot. It. was 
the annual Mission Festival with two 
special services. In the morning sew- 
ice Pastor J. E.. Shufelt of Holy Trin- 
ity Orthodox Lutheran Church, Oska- 
1 oosa, Iowa, delivered the festival 
sermon, basing his remarks on Is. 50, 
1-3. In his inspiring message he point- 
ed out the difference between spirit* 
ual darkness and light and showed 
how we are to walk in the light and 
do mission work. He also encouraged 
interested young men to become 
laborers in the Lord’s harvest. 

After this service a dinner was 
served to the members and visitors by 
the ladies of the congregation. In the 
afternoon service the local pastor of- 
ficiated and preached the sermon. 13e 
based his message on Ps. 107, 2, and 
spoke on personal witnessing for 
Christ, showing its importance, its dif- 
ficulties’ and its blessed results. 

The total collection from these 
mission services amounted to $124.54. 
This, money .will be used in the Ortho- 

dox Lutheran Conference to help 

spread the precious, soul-saving Word 

qf Christ in these last days. O.W.S. 
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