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(Principles adopted at our Special Pastoral Conference, 
Tinley Park, January 18-19, 1956) 

I. 
We acknowledge and declare that Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, 

by his declaration in his undated release received by our 
President and Vice-president on December 5 and 6, 1955, 
has terminated his fellowship with us as of December 31, 
1955. Those who share this declaration of his, namely, “Un- 
less the men (and others) who share Pastor E. C. Hallstein’s 
position will withdraw their sinful charges against me by 
December 31, 1955, I SHALL NO LONGER CONSIDER 
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THEM, EITHER INDIVIDUALLY OR COLLECTIVELY 
AS BRETHREN IN THE FAITH”, have also terminated 
their fellowship with us. They have compelled us, there- 
fore, in obedience to the Holy Scriptures, 1 Cor. 1: 10, 1. 
John 2: 19; Rom. 16: 17,18, no longer to regard them as 
brethren in the faith. 

W.e have been charged with the causing of this break. 
This cannot be the case sin.ce our fellowship was cut off at 
the very time when we were striving to meet together as 
brethren to discuss differences which had arisen between 
us. The fact that we charged Dr. Kretzmann with error 
gave him no Scriptural reason for refusing to meet with us 
t’ls his acknowledged brethren to discuss the charges, Eph. 
4:2,3. Neither d,oes the fact that we charged Dr. Kretzmann 
with error give him any Scriptural reason to refuse to con- 
sider us “either individually or collectively as brethren in 
the faith.” Even though Dr. Kretzmann should hold us to 
be in error, yet Romans 16: 17 (to which he appeals against 
us) does not call for such hasty action, but the Lord requires 
much patience a,nd long-suffering among acknowledged 
brethren, John 13:34; I Cor. 13 :4; 2 Tim. 2: 24-26. This 
action is sinful separatism forbidden by the Word of God, 
Heb. 10: 25 ; 1 John 2 : 19. 

The Orthodox Lutheran Conference is an organization. 
for brethren united in the faith (Constitution, Art. V. 1,2.). 
The membership is therefore disrupted when the fellow- 
ship is disrupted, otherwise the organization itself would 
be of a unionistic nature. Those members who support 
Dr. Kretzmann’s hasty action have wrongfully disrupted 
the fellowship and can, therefore, no longer be recognized 
by us as bona fide members of the Orthodox Lutheran Con- 
ference. For this reason our brethren could not Scripturally 
meet with them in the so-called Board Meeting of January 
14, 1956, and in our Orthodox Lutheran Conference Special 
Pastoral Conference of January 18, 1956. For the same 
reason we cannot regard the convention which is proposed 
to be held by them on February 4., 1956, or any oth.er meet- 
ing proposed or conducted by them as a bona fide, consti- 
tutional meeting of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference. We 
shall continue, God willing, to hold our own constitutional 
Orthodox Lutheran Conference meetings. b 
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II. 
We declare that the congregations of our Conference, 

because they confess, teach, and practice the Word of God 
in ‘its full truth and purity and use the Sacraments accord- 
ing to Christ’s institution, .comprise the true visible churclz 
on earth, Matt. 28:20; John 8:31,32. We do not deny .that 
there n/lAY BE others, unknown to us, who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and practice. We hold those 
to be in error who apply to this doctrine of the true visible 
church Scripture passages which pertain only to the invis- 
ible Church, such as John 4 : 22 ; Luke 17 : 16; IO: 33-thus 
confusing the two. 

We recognize those only as true brethren in the faith 
who openly and publicly acknowledge our Scriptural posi- 
tion in doctrine and practice, 1 Cor. 1: 10. This we designate 
by the human term: confessional fellowship. It is the Script- 
ural duty of such heartily to support our work and en.deavors 
and thus to practice church fellowship with us, otherwise 
they are separatistic, 2 Tim. I:8 ; 3 John 9. 

Such true confessional fellowship does not necessarily 
require the immediate severance of membership from a 
heterodox body, nor the joining in membership with an 
orthodox organization ; but it does require a cessation of 
every kind of church fellowship with the corporate body 
in which outward membership is still held, 2 Thess 3:14,X5. 
This Scriptural 
a true state of 

by the human term: 

According 

principle we designate 
confession. 

III. 
to the Constitution of the Orthodox Luth- 

eran Conference, we, the undersigned congregations and 
their pastors, denounce the threatened unscriptural im- 
peachment proceedings of the faction. We still acknowl- 
edge the President and Vice-president elected by our last 
convention at Detroit Lakes, Minnesota, August 20-22, 1955, 
as bona fide and faithful officers of the, Orthodox Lufherm 
Conference. 

Any who found it difficult to attend, or to send a state,- 
ment of their position to, the Special Pastoral Conference, 
Tinley Park, January 18-19, 1956, as well as others, are here- 
with cordially invited still to join us in our Declnration and 
thus continue in their original status with the Orthodox 
.kufheran Conferencej “Endeavoring to keep the unitv or’ M 
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the Spirit in the bond of peace,” Eph. 4:3. Their subscrip- 
tion to our Declaration is to be sent to our President, and an 
announcement of their subscription will then be made 
promptly in the Orthodox Luthekn. 

All practical matters pertaining to proper order and 
procedure in the work of the Orthodox Lutheran Confer- 
ence, which are necessitated by the present unusual situ- 
ation, will be presented to our next OLC convention as 
recommendations of the Board of Directors (the vacancies 
on the Board and on various committees to be filled by the 
President according to the By-Laws of our Constitution- 
see 1954 Proceedings > . 

Inasmuch as the faculty of the Seminary in Minneapolis 
disavows us as brethren in the faith it is impossible for us 
any longer to regard and support them as our professors. 
It also follows that we do not recognize the treasury or any 
incumbents in office of the faction group. 

If our former brethren communicate with us regarding 
our position in these matters, we stand ready to discuss 
these matters again with them as brethren as soon as they 
have retracted and repented of this unscriptural bred in 
fellowship with us, Gal. 6:l. 

This Dedaration is unanimously subscribed to by the fol- 
lowing congregations and their pastors : 

Christ Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
E. L. Mehlberg, pastor 

Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, Ill. 
H. David Mensing, pastor 

Holy Trinity Orthodox Lutheran Church, 
J. Ernest Shufelt, pastor 

Oskaloosa, Ia. 

St. Stephen Evangelical Lutheran Church, Wilmot, S.D. 
0. W. Schaefer, pastor 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Clark, S.D. 
E. C. Hallstein, pastor 

St, John Orthodox Lutheran Church, Lebanon, Ore. 
M.. L. Natterer, pastor 

St. Paul Orthodox Lutheran Church, Empire, Ore. 
P. R. Bloedel, pastor 
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Many people consider the season of 
Lent merely as a season of temporary 
self-sacrifice and special piety. At 
the end of the season they return to 
their old sinful ways and worldly pleas- 
ures. Such people derive no benefit 
from that season of the Church Year 
which points us to our Savior’s bitter 
Passion. 

We observe the season of Lent by 
centering our attention and meditation 
especially upon th.e suffering and death 
of our Savior. Our congregations 
hold special services during the Len- 
ton Season. In these services the 
history of Jesus’ suffering and death, 
according to the four Gospels, is read. 
The sermons are based on texts which 
treat of the Savior’s passion. Thus, 
the Season of Lent should call to our 
remembrance the various details of 
the history of our Savior’s suffering 
and renew our hearts and minds with 
the knowledge of all that the Lord did 
to take our place, to suffer our pun- 
isment, to pay for our sins, to earn 
heaven for us as a free gift of God’s 
grace. Indeed, the mere knowledge 
of the sufferings of Christ is, not 
enough. We must apply His wonder- 
ful work of redemption to ourselves 
personally and accept His Word in 
true faith. 

Many see on the cross of Christ 
nothing more than a great man, a 
noble leader, or a wise teacher suffer- 
in,g martyrdom for what he thought 
was right-forsaken by the very na- 
tion which He intended to make great. 

But, as Christians, we see something 
entirely different as we gaze upon 
our suffering Savior. We see the 
sinless Son of God willingly bearing 
His Father’s wrath for a sinful and 
wicked world. We see our Substitute 
enduring all the torments of hell 
which we ‘have deserved by our sins. 
We see our sins as the cause of His 
suffering and our salvation as the 
object of His passion “that. whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life.” 

CHRIST, THE LIFE 
OF ALL THE LIVING 

Christ, the Life of all the livinjj, 
Christ, the Death of death; our foe, 
Who, Thyself for me once giving 
To the darkest depths of woe, 
- Tbro’ Thy suf f’rings, death, and 

merit 
I eternal life inherit; 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Thou, ah! Thou, bast taken on Thee 
Bonds and stripes, a cruet rod; 
Pain and scorn were heaped upon 

Thee, 
0 Thou sinless Son of God! 
Thus didst Thou my soul deliver 
From the bonds of sin forever. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

Thou has born the smiting only 
That my wounds might all be whole; 
Tbou bast suffered, sad and lonely, 
Rest to give my weary soul; 
Yea, the curse of God enduring, 
Blessing unto me securing. 
Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 
Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
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The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin. 

He that hath the Son hath life. 

Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give His life a ransom for many. 

Lord Jesus, Thou art going forth, For me Thy life to offer! 

Enslaved by sin and bound in chains . . . We wretched, guilty 
captives lay! 

Not My will, but Thine be done! 

To redeem them that were under the Law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons. 

Everyone that is of the truth heareth My voice! 

No man taketh it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself! 

Savior, Thy dying love Thou gavest me; Nor should I aught withhold,, 
Dear Lord, from Thee! 

Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me, By Thy stripes, Lord, is made 
whole! 

As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up! 

Surely, He hath borne our griesf and carried our sorrows! 

Ought not Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His 
glory? 

Neither is there salvation in any 
under heaven given among 

other: for there is none other name 
men, whereby we must be saved! 

-0.w.s. 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
The circumstances as presented in 

“Our Declaration” created vacancies 
which made it necessary for me to 
make the following appointments for 
our Conference: The Rev. 0. W?. 
Schaefer as Secretary; Mr. August 
Luft as Treasurer. 

-E’. L. Mehlberg, president 

LESSON I-THE BIBLE AND 
THE CATECHISM 

The Bible is the only source of 
Christian doctrine. Christian doctrine 
is simply the clear and unmistakable 
teachings of the Bible. Dr. Martin 
Luther gave us in short and simple 
form the chief parts of Christian doc- 
trine in his Small Catechism. 

The Bible is composed of sixty-six 
books. Thirty-nine of them were writ- 
ten before Christ was born. These 
constitute the Old Testament. Twenty 
seven were written after the birth of 
Christ. These make up the New 
Testament. The books of the Old 
Testament were written by the holy 
prophets. Apostles and evangelists 
wrote the books of the New Testament. 
But these men did not write their own 
thoughts and opinions. They wrote 
what God prompted them to write. 
II Tim. 3:16: “All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of God,J’ that is, all 
Scripture is God-breathed. God the 
Holy Ghost was in the holy men of 
God and told them what to write. 
II Pet. 1:2l: “Holy men of God spat& 
as they were moved (borne along) by 

the Holy Ghost.” Their teachings 
were (I Cor. 2:13) rrnot in the words 
which man’s wisdom tedchetb, but 
which the Holy Gbust te4cbeth.” 
Hence the real Author of the Bible 
is God the Holy Ghost. It is God’s 
own Word. 

The Bible contains neither errors, 
nor myths, nor ideas that are out of 
date. It is true in all its parts. John 
8: 31: “If you continue in My Word, 
then are you My disciples indeed, and 
ye shall know the Truth.” Its state- 
ments are all to be accepted. John 
10~35: “The Scripture cannot be brok- 
en,” that is, its authority cannot be set 
aside. It is clear enough for even a 
child to understand. II Tim. 3:15: 
rrFrom a a child tbou bust known the 
Holy Scriptures.” And Psa. 119:13O: 
“The entrance of Thy Word givetb 
light; it givetb understanding to the 
simple.” To accomplish its divine 
purpose, its words are united with the 
power of the Holy Ghost. I Thess. 
1: 5: “For our gospel, came not unto 
you in word only, but also in power, 
and in the Holy Ghost, and in much 
assurance.” It is God’s completed reve- 
lation. The Bible is all-sufficient ‘to 
accomplish the purpose for which it 
was written. II Tim. 3:16,17: “All 
Scripture is given-that the man of 
God may be perfect (may be fitted) 
thoroughly furnished unto (fitted for) 
all good works.” 

It is God’s will that we read the 
Scriptures and study them diligently. 
II Tim. 2:15: Ytudy to show thyself 
upproved unto God, a workman that 
needetb not to be ashamed, righti;/ 
dividing the Word of Truth.” And 
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John 5:39: “Seurcb the Scriptures; 
for in them ye think ye have eternal 
-I-f a e: and they are they which testify 
of Mte,” They were written to make 
us wise unto salvation. II Tim. 3: 15: 
“The Holy Scriptures-are able to 
make thee wise until sulvution through 
fuitb which is in Christ Jesus.” 

The Scriptures are profitable for 
instruction in doctrine, for refutation 
of error, for reformation of life, and 
for’ education in righteousness. II Tim. 
3: 1.6: “All Scripture is-profitable for 
doctrine” (that is to give instruction 
in the teachings God wants us to be- 
lieve) , rrfor reproof” (that is, to re- 
fute error, to prove false doctrine to 
be false) , “for correction” (to show 
us our sins and shortcomings which 
‘must be corrected, to guide us in re- 
forming our manner of life) rrund for 
instruction in rigb,teousness” (to show 
us what is right in God’s sight and to 
train us in doing what He requiresj . 
We may also use the Scriptures profit- 
ably for comfort. Rom. 15:4: “For 
wbutsoever things were written ufore- 
time, were written for our Learning, 
that we through patience and comfort 
of tbe Scriptures might have hope.“. 
Indeed, true and lasting joy is to be 
found in them. Jer. 15: 16: “Thy 
WoYd wus unto me tbe joy und re- 
joicing of mine beurt.” 

From the Holy Scriptures, the chief 
parts of Christian doctrine, as found 
in Luther’s Small Catechism, are 
d rawn. Dr. Luther published the 
Catechism in 1529, that the heads 
of families might teach it in all s:im- 
plicity to their households. This little 
book is now published in many lang- 

uages. It has proven a means of 
eternal blessing to thousands upon 
thousands of souls in all parts of the 
world. It is still an up-to-date and 
popular textbook in many homes and 
schools after more than 400 years of 
service. It is rightly so; for it con- 
tains the pure milk (the plain and 
simple teachings) of God’s Word. 
I Pet. 2:2: rrA~ new born babes, desire 
sire the sincere milk of the Word, that 
ye may grow thereby.” -J.E.S. 

5%?dh~WS 

I. Man’s Tendency to Error 
God’s Word is Truth (John 17: 17)) 

but men frequently change the Truth 
of God into a lie (Rom. 1:25) . All 
Scripture is profitable for doctrine 
(II Tim. 3:16), but church members 
sometimes worship God in vain, teach- 
ing for doctrine the precepts of men 
(Matt. l5:9; Col. 2:22). No prophecy 
of Scripture is o,f any private inter- 
pretation (II Pet. 1:2O), but there 
are some ignorant and unstable folks 
who twist Scripture to their own 
destruction (II Pet. 3: 16). The Word 
of God is powerful and active and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, 
penetrating to a division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrows, and 
skilled in judging thoughts and medi- 
tations of the heart (Heb. 4: 12)) but 
sometimes men will not hold them- 
selves to sound doctrine, but in keep- 
ing with their own covetings (thei.r 
own wishes), they will heap up teach- 
ers for themselves because they have 
itching ears and will turn the ear away 
from the Truth and be turned to 
fables instead (II Tim. 4:3,4). 
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This sinful tendency on the part 
of people is a serious danger for every 
Christian. God Himself complains 
bitterly of Israel, saying, “a wonder- 
ful and horrible thing is committed in 
the land: the prophets prophesy false- 
ly,--and A4y people love to have i! 
so,” (Jer. 5: 3O,31). Jesus speaking 0.i 
the future said, “Many false prophets 
shall rise and shall deceive many 
(Man. 24: 11) . St. Peter also warns, 
There will be false teachers among 
you who will craftily bring in destruz- 
tive heresies-and many shall follow 
their shameCess wdys (II Peter 2: 1,2) II 
With such conditions arising even 
within the Church, necessity ‘is laid 
upon every earnest Christian to con- 
sider carefully whether he is walking 
in the light of Truth or in the twi- 
light of human error which can lead 
only to destructive darkness. God in 
His all-wise providence has made pro- 
vision to protect His own from the 
blighting influence of false doctrine. 

II. What Is Unionism? 

Unionism is the condition that arises 
when people who hold to the Word of 
God in all its truth and purity, enter 
into religious fellowship with those 

‘who believe, teach and persist in error. 
Such fellowship may be temporary, as 
when those who hold the Truth of 
the Word, take part in a service of 
worship with men who are known to 
hold to some erroneous teachings. Or 
it may be permanent, as when they 
unite with an organization (church, 
lodge, or some other) that holds re- 
ligious exercises but sets forth un- 
scriptural religious teachings. 

To illustrate: If we, who hold that 

our Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God, true God and Man, unite in 
worship with those who say he is only 
a man, a great teacher and a perfect 
example, we practice unionism. If we, 
who hold with Scripture that salva- 
tion is by grace alone through faith 
in His (Christ’s) bloo:d shed for us 
on the cross of Calvary, enter into 
religious worship and fellowship with 
those who insist that we are saved by 
character, by what we are and do, 
by our good works, we practice union- 
ism. If we worship with those who 
insist that immersion is the only true 
form of baptism when we know that 
no such doctrine can be found in the 
Scriptures, or with those who deny the 
real presence of our Lord’s body and 
blood in His holy Supper, contrary to 
His own clear words, or with those 
who hold to any other false doctrine, 
we thereby bring about a condition 
that is called unionism. 

The human tendency to error finds 
popular expression today in unionism. 
Men are prone to say it doesn’t make 
so much difference just what a man 
believes so long as his heart is “right”. 
His first duty is to be a brother to 
his fellows. And then the appeal is 
make to overlook all differences of 
faith and to join hands with all others 
in charitable deeds. This, which is 
frequently held up to be the highest 
good in religion, is simply one of the 
deceptive devices of the prince of this 
world, the devil. 

III. Why Unionism Is Sin 

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 
and today and forever. Do not be car- 
ried about by doctrines diverse and 
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strange (Heb. 13:8,9). And He gave 
the apostles and the prophets and the 
evangelists and the pastors and teach- 
ers for the strengthening of the 
saints-that we may no longer be like 
children tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine in 
the gambling of men in craftiness, 
according to the deceitfulness of er- 
ror (Eph. 4: 11,12,14). A man that 
chooses error, after a first and second 
admonition, avoid, knowing that such 
a one has been perverted and sins, 
being self-condemned (Tit. 3: 10,ll). 
If anybody teaches otherwise and does 
not come to sound words, namely, to 
the words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and to the doctrine that agrees with 
godhness, he is puffed up, understand- 
ing nothing, having a morbid fond- 
ness for matters of controversy and 
battles of words, from. which arise 
envy, strife, blasphemies, evil surmis- 
ings, constant wranglings corrupting 
the minds of men and deprivin.g them 
of the Truth, supposing that godli- 
ness is a source of gain. (I Tim. 6:3- 
5.) Everyone who is transgressing 
and not abiding in the doctrine of 
Christ does not have God (the true 
God). He that is abiding in the 
doctrine - he has both the Father and’ 
the Son. If anybody comes to you and 
does not bring this doctrine, do not re- 
ceive him into your home nor bid him 
to rejoice; for he that bids him to re- 
joice is sharing in his evil deeds. (II 

John 9-l 1) . I urge you, brethren, to 

mark them that are causing the divi- 

sions and the offenses contrary to the 

doctrine that you learned (from God’s 

Word) and shun them; for such are 

not serving our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their ,own belly, and they, with plausible 
sayings and winsome words are de- 
ceiving the hearts of unsuspecting 
ones (Rom. 16: 17,18) . Beware of 
false prophets who come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves (Matt. 7: 15) . 

These admonitions are not simply 
the sentiments of men, but expressions 
of the. holy will of God. He not only 
warns us to be on our guard against 
false teachings (doctrines) , but to 
shun false teachers as well.. And He 
does this for our good and for the 
salvation of our souls; for He Him- 
self knows what is in man (John 
2:25) . He searches the affections and 
passions of the heart (Rev. 2:23), and 
He knows man’s tendency to err (Pas. 
14: 2,3) . 

Now the expressed will of God does 
not differ from God’s Law (Psa. 
40:s)) and the violation of the Law 
is sin (I John 3 : 4) . HYence, to prac- 
tice unionism which is against God’s 
expressed will and wish, is sin. 
IV. What Then Are We to Conclude? 

Since the very tendency of our 
hearts is toward error; since error has 
in itself a power to blind us to the 
Truth, and since God has so wisely 
given us His Word for a light for 
our pathway, and warned us with 
fatherly care to avoid error, are we not 
disobedient and rebellious children, 
indeed, if we do not heed Him? 
Whom could we blame but ourselves 
if God should send us a work of 
error that we too should believe a lie 
and be condemned because we did not 
receive the love of the Truth that we 
might be saved? (II Thess. 2: 10-12). 
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Let us remember that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump (Gal. 5 : 9 j : 
that is, the fermentation in a little 
sour dough will leaven and sour the 
larger lump into which it has been 
mixed, and the corrupting influence of 
a little false doctrine is similar. When 
the Galatians who had come to saving 
faith in Christ, permitted false teach- 
ers to persuade them that circumcision 
also was necessary to salvation, they 
th.ereby lost the Truth that salvation 
is by grace alone, and were entirely 
severed from Christ (Gal. 5: 4) . When 
we permit men to persuade us that 
.there is no harm in wo,rshiping with 
churches, lodges, or other organiza- 
tions that deal in religious things ac- 
cording to the dictates of human rea- 
son and not entirely according to the 
Word of God, then we too have cast 
aside the armor of God and are help- 
less before the ‘assaults of error. 

Let us also remember that ?o o,bey 
is better than sacrifice (I Sam. 15 :22) . 
It is far more pleasing to our heavenly 
Father if we hear and obey His Word 
than if we bring Him rich gifts of dis- 
obedience. King Saul said that he had 
obeyed the Word of the Lord when 
he had only done in part what God 
had commanded him. But God said 
that his half-way and half-hearted 
obedience was no obedience at all, and 
rejected him altogether (I Sam. 15: 
16-22). Thus He teaches us, that He 
is truly a jealous God who will have 
our whole hearts, our entire loyalty 
and service, or none at all. 

We, the Church of Christ, a.re in- 
structed to teach His disciples all 
things that He has commanded ZIS 

(Matt. 28: 20) ; and we, His disciples, 
show whether or not we love Him by 
our whole-hearted obedience to His 
Word (John 14:21,23,24). 

Are you one of His true disciples? 
Your Christian faith is a work and 
gift of God (Eph. 2:8; I Cor. 2:5), 
and such faith does work by love (Gal. 
5:6) :- If you do not love God and 
His commandments, your faith is not 
a living, saving faith. Pray God for 
a faith that will make you eager to 
keep His Word and do His will at 
all times and in all places. - J.E.S. 

The above article on UNIONISM is 
available in tract form. Order 3 for 5c 
from THE LUTHERAN PRINT SHOP, 
208 N. Ackerman St., Empire, Oregon. 

NEITIIER FOR OR AGAINST 

In the September 27th issue of the 
Lutheran Witness an article <appeared 
entitled ‘<The Lord’s Ladies’ Aid.” 
The .author of the article, the Rev. J. 
Franklin Yount of Concordia Church, 
Akron, Ohio, wholeheartedly approves 
and supports the sales, bazaars, etc., 
of the Ladies’ Aid in his congregation. 
In the December 6th issue of the 
Lutheran Witness there appeared a 
number of excerpts, from letters to the 
editor of the Lutheran Witness con- 
cerning Pastor Yount’s article. The 
majority of these letters were very 
definitely opposed to Rev. Yount’s 
approval of th.e money-making schemes 
used by his Ladies’ Aid. Having given 
the excerpts from the letters, the Luth- 
eran Witness then asks the question: 
“What position does the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, take on teas 
and sales of baked goods and needle. 
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work by ladies’ aid societies?” The 
answer is then given, “None whatever. 
Such matters must be decided by each 
congregation and in Christian love. 
No one will dispute that the simplest, 
most logical, wisest, and Scriptural 
method of raising funds for church 
and charity is direct giving, consecrated 
Christian stewardship of treasure. 
Furthermore, no congregation will 
want to depend upon other measures 
for providing necessary funds for its 
work. If all church members were con- 
scientious stewards, there would be 
neither need nor inclination for such 
fund-raising devices. But let none con- 
demn as unchristian and sinful every 
undertaking of this kind. There are 
consecrated Christian women who will 
bake, sew, or do fancy work. and the 
like because they delight in doing 
something, in addition to their regular 
enrelope contributions, with their hands 
for the church. Some are even enabled 
in this manner to turn bits of spare 
time into cash for the Lord’s work 
which they otherwise could not give. 
Let charity prevail also in this matter.” 

The Lord Jesus very plainly forbids 
such money-making schemes under the 
duspices of the Church! He says in. 
John 2: 16, “Make not My Father’s 
house an ho,use of merchandise.” Hence 
buying and selling under the auspices 
of the Church, no matter where it 
takes place, is contrary to the words 
of our Savior; it robs the Church of the 
reputation which Jesus wants it to 
have, namely “the house of prayer.” 
(Matt. 21123) It is the Church’s busi- 
ness to preach the Word of God in al1 
of its truth and purity, (Matt. 28:18- 

20) and not to compete with the local 
business establishm.ents. 

Furthermore, the Bible teaches that 
the work of the Church should be 
supported by free-will offerings. “Up.- 
on the first day of the week let every 
one of you lay by him in store, as God 
bath prospered him, that there be no 
gatherings when I come.” (I Cor. 
16:2) “Every man according as he 
purposeth in hi: heurt, so let him give; 
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
God loveth a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 
9: 7) Also read 2 Cor. 8: 8-15. “The 
Christian gives not. in exchange for 
value received, but in appreciation of 
value received, to wit, the blessings 
of God, particularly those of the 
Gospel, for which no many can pay, 
but which have been purchased with 
the price of the blood of the Son of 
God and are without cost dispensed 
to sinful mankind.” (Pastoral The- 
ology by John Fritz, p .262) 

The answer which the Lutheran 
Witness gives is another example of 
the Missouri Synod’s attempt to carry 
water on both shoulders at the same 
time. While they admit that direct 
giving is the Scriptural method, they, 
at the same time, vigorously warn 
against condemning such fund-raising 
devices as unchristian and sinful! The 
clear, sound, unequivocal, Scriptural 
teachings of the Missouri Synod are 
indeed a thing of the past. You cannot 
serve the sinful flesh and the Lord 
Jesus at the same time! M.L.N. 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS! 
Please notify Business Manager, Mr. 

August Luft, 1133 Oregon St., Coos 
Bay, Ore., of any change of address 
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OLD MISSOURI AND NEW 
MISSOURI ON SCOUTING 

It is interesting to note the posi- 
tion of one of the districts in tht: 
Missouri Synod in years gone by 
concerning the Boy Scouts. In the 
Proceedings of the Southern Illinois 
District of 1919 we read the follow- 
ing: CCThe Boy Scouts are a prepar- 
atory school for the secret societies, 
they have three degrees, a spiritual 
aim and an oath. Let us keep away 
from this movement!” (p.61) 

Through the years the official 
teachings of the Boy Scouts have 
not changed - the Missouri Synod 
has! In 1944 the Missouri Synod 
Convention was given the following 
committee report: “Your Committee 
believes that the matter of Scouting 
should be left to the individual con- 
gregation to decide and that under 
the circumstances Synod may con 
sider her interests sufficiently pro- 
tected.” The report was approved by 
resolution of the convention and was 
then reaffirmed in the 1950 convention 
of the Missouri Synod. 

Any honest person who has read 
the very thorough presentation of the 
teachings of “The Boy Scouts of 
America” in the June, July, August- 

September, issues of the Olrthodox 
Lutheran must confess with the South- 
ern Illinois District of 1919 that 
“the Boy Scouts are a preparatory 
school for the oath-bound secret 
societies.” May God graciously pre- 
serve us from this antichristian organ- 
ization! -M.L.N. 

“To us the tes,timony of Scripture 
is more reliable evidence than the testi- 
mony of our senses; we are more firmly 
assured that the Scriptures are indeed 
the Word of the living God than we 
are that the sun is in the sky at mid- 
day, since the latter assurance is 
human, while the former is divine.” 
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Orthodox Lutheran Conference Church Directory 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
4528 North 68th Street 
Milwaukee 16, Wisconsin 
Sunday Service ____________ ______.____ ______._- lo:30 A.M. 
Sunday School _________________.__----.---.. _., 9:30 A.M. 

E. L. Mehlberg, pastor 
3354 North 21 st Street 
Milwaukee 6, Wisconsin 

HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX 
. LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Y.M.C.A., Oskaloosa, lowa 
Sunday Service _________ - ______________ ------_..lO:OO A.M. 
Bible Class _____________________________________ -1 1 :00 A.M. 

J. Ernest Shufelt, pastor 
512 South 2nd Street 
Oskaloosa, Iowa 

ST. JOHN ORTHODOX 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

6th and Tangent 
Lebanon, Oregon 
Sunday Service ___________-___________ _-______ 1 1:00 A.M. 
Sunday School ________________ ______,________ 10:00 A.M. 

M. L. Natterer, pastor 

PEACE EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Central Ave. at 171 st Place 
Tinley Park (Chicago), Illinois 
Sunday Service ______ __________...._________ .-lo:30 A.M. 
Sunday School __-_-_-- ..______ ___________..._ 9:30 A.M. 
Full Time Christian Day School of 8 Grades 

H. David Mensing, pastor 

ST. PAUL ORTHOqOX 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

208 North Ackerman St. 
Empire, Oregon 
Sunday Service ________________________________ 1 1 :00 A.M. 
Sunday School and Bible Class ________ 10:00 A.&L 
Sunday Evening Bible Class ____________ 7:00 P.M. 

P. R. Bloedel, pastor 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Clark, South Dakota 
Sunday Service _________________________________ 1O:OO A.M. 
Sunday School ______._________________________ 1 1 :00 A.M. 

E. C. Hallstein, pastor 
Box 355, Clark, South Dakota 

ST. STEPHEN EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Wilmot, South Dakota 
Sunday Service __--_-_-__- _____________________ lo:30 A.M. 
Sunday School .____..___________. .._._________. 9:30 A.M. 

0. W. Schaefer, pastor 
Box 424, Wilmot, South Dakota 

“Where the minister of Christ comes with the Word of Christ, and in his 
Lord and Master’s name demands obedience to the Word and Will of the Lord 
of lords as set forth in His Word, there the minister can make no concession, 
be it too high or low, wise or unwise, many or few, marjoreties or minorities, 
friends or enemies, but is bound to stand as a faithful minister by his Master’s 
Word and persist in his demand of uncurtailed and unconditional obedience 
and submission, repudiating every semblance even of connivance or compromise 
as treason and a breach of the most sacred trust under heaven.” (Theol. Quart., 
vol. VI, p. 27.) 
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JESUS, I WILL PONDER NOW 

Jesus, I will ponder now Yet, 0 Lord, not thus alone 
On Thy holy Passion; Make me see Thy Passion, 
With Thy Spirit me endow But its cause to me make known 
For such meditation. And its termination. 
Grant that I in love and faith Ah! I also and my sin 
May the image cherish Wrought Thy deep afflication; 
Of Thy suff’ring, pain, and death This indeed the cause bath been 
That 1 may not perish. Of Thy crucifixion. 

Make me see Thy great distress, Grant that l, Thy Passion view 
Anguish, and affliction, With repentant grieving 
Bonds and stripes and wretchedness Nor Thee crucify anew 
And Thy crucifixion; By unholy liring. 
Make me see how scourge and rod, Hgw could I refuse to shun 
Spear and nails, did wound Thee, E?ry sinful pleasure 
How for man Thou diedst, 0 God, Since for me God’s only Son 
Who with horns bad crowned The,?. Suffered without measure? 
T 
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