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In 2 Cor. 8:9 the Apostle Paul 
writes: ‘<Ye know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He 
was rich, yet f,or your sakes He became 
poor, that ye through His poverty 
might be rich.” The word, GRACE, 
refers to kindness which we have not 
earned or merited, kindness which we 
do not deserve. Such grace is shown 
us as we once again read the precious 
Christmas story and gaze, with the 
eyes of our faith, into the manger at 
Bethlehem. 

The Apostle Paul wants us to think 
of the time before our Savior’s birth 
when he tells us that our Savior “was 
rich”. Jesus was rich beyond meas- 
ure: rich in POSSESSIONS for all 
things were made by Him-this world 
and the entire universe, all things 
visible and invisible belonged to Him. 
He was rich in POWER for unre- 
stricted might and dominion were His. 
He was rich in PRAISE, DEVO- 
TION, and SERVICE for He was 
adored by the heavenly hosts of angels 
in perfect praise and honor, and 
served by them in perfect obedience 
to His every command and wish. H.e 
was rich in UNSPEAKABLE JOY 
and GLORY with the Holy Ghost 
and His Heavenly Father. What 
human spe.ech can express or what 
human mind can conceive the original 
greatness, excellence, and dignity of 
Christ? Who can adequately describe 
the riches which the Son of God had 
and enjoyed bef0r.e the fulness of the 
time was come when He was born 
in Bethlehem of Judea? 

To what extent did Jesus become 
poor? Certainly He did not give up 
being true God ! How then did Jesus 
become poor. ? Go to Bethlehem and 
you shall see! There lies the Lord 
of heaven and earth a poor lowly 
child, His mother a poor woman and 
His foster father, Joseph, has no 
earthly wealth. No richly bedecked 
cradle but a manger-a trough for 
feeding cattle-serves as a bed for o,ur 
Lord. Not the great and mighty of 
the world come to worship Him there, 
but only the poor shepherds from the 
hillsides of Bethlehem and a few 
foreigners from the East. When still 
a very young child He is forced to 
flee for His life to E,gypt to escape 
the sword of the murderous Herod. 
Go to Nazareth and observe the 
Christ Child’s youth and early man- 
hood as the son of a poor carpenter. 
See Him walking on foot over the 
rough roads of Palestine while the 
rich ride past on horses and in chariots. 
See Him during the three years of His 
public ministry, no house of His own 
wherein to lay His head, despised, 
hated, and persecuted by His fellow- 
men. Even on His triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem He rode on a borrowed 
beast. Few indeed were His friends, 
one of them turned traitor, one denied 
Him, and the rest fo,rsook Him and 
fled in His hour of greatest need. 
See Him in the court of Pontius Pilate 

scourged, crowned with thorns, mock- 

ed, blasphemed, and condemned. On 

Golgotha even the little that He pos- 

sessed in this world was taken from 



Him - they parted His garments 
among them and for His vesture they 
cast lots. The world’s sins were heap- 
ed upon Him so that He suffered the 
tortures of the damned in Hell which 
caused Him to cry out in pain and 
anguish: “My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me!” His dying 
bed was a cross planted between two 
thieves, and His grave was a borrowed 
tomb. The Son of God, who was 
rich, became poor! 

Jesus became poor of His own 
accord and of His own will for al- 
though He is true God, yet, during 
His lifetime here on earth, He with- 
held from Himself the full use of His 
divine power and majesty. The Bible 
tells us of Jesus that although He i.s 
indeed true God, yet, He took upon 
Himself the form of a servant, was 
made in the likeness of men, humbled 
Himself, and became obedient even 
unto death. God, the Creator, be- 
came a creature; the Son became a 
servant; He whose home fills heaven 
and earth became homeless; He who 
created man became friendless in a 
world of men; He who was praised 
by angels is despised and rejected of 
men; He who is the Giver of Life 
is crucified and slain; He in whose 
presence is fullness of JOY became 
sorrowful and tormented; He who 
was rich became poor! WHY? 

Jesus substituted Himself for us 
and for all men who are by nature 
poor, destitute, wretched, blind, miser- 
abale, naked, filthy, sick with sin and 
deserve nothing but punishment in 
Hell. All men by nature have lost 
the rich treasures of the image of God, 

holiness, righteousness, communion 
with God, and eternal life. 0, how 
pitifully poor all men are by nature- 
children of God’s wrath and without 
hope in this world. But now, through 
the poverty of Christ we are made 
rich. That is the purpose for which 
Jesus became poor. In Him we are 
blessed with rich spiritual blessings, 
Because of His poorness, the treasures 
of heaven are ours, true riches for time 
and for eternity. Through our Savior’s 
poverty we have redemption, the for- 
giveness of sins, deliverance from 
death and from Satan. In Him, 
through faith in His name, we have 
true joy, peace, comfort, And h,ope, 
and finally life everlasting. These 
are the treasures which Jesus, through 
His poverty, has earned for all men- 
not earthly treasures or wealth which 
soon rot and decay or which may soon 
be removed from us by death, but 
spiritual treasures which moth and 
rust cannot corrupt and which can- 
not be taken from those who trust in 
Jesus as their Savior. 

Let the rich unbelieving land-owner 
boast of his many acres of rich farm 
land-you can boast of far greater 
riches, fo,r you can say: The Christ 
Child is mine and through Him I 
have forgiveness of sins and an ever- 
fasting inheritance in heaven. Let 
the unbelieving manufacturer, indus- 
trialist, or stock holder show you his 
wealth. Would you trade your riches 
for his. 0, never, for your riches, 
through Christ’s poverty, is far great- 
er! Yes, the manger Child has made 

you rich, He has brought about your 

adoption as a child of God and has 
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GOD’S REDEEMING LOVE 
AT WORK 

“When the fullness of the time was 
come, God sent forth His Son, made 
of a woman, made under the Law, to 
redeem them that were under the 
Law, that we might receive the adop- 
tion of sons.“-Gal. 4:4,5. 

When God’s appointed time had 
come, He Himself provided a salva- 
tion for us by sending forth His 
S on. Not an angel, not a superman, 
but His own Son, true God, begotten 
,of the Father from eternity, in due 
time was born of a woman, the Virgin 
Mary, born a true man; and He was 
“made under the Law to redeem them 
that were under the Law.” He who 
was the Lawgiver was, as true God 
and true man, as our Substitute and 
our Champion, placed under the obli- 
gation of the Law, under the obedi- 
ence of God, not an unwilling victim, 
but fully concurring in the will and 
the eternal counsel of God. “Jesus 
Christ, who, being in the form of 
God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God but made Himself of no 
reputation and took upon Himself 
the form of a servant and was made 
in the likeness of men; and being 
found in fashion as a man, He hum- 

made you an heir of His heavenly 
Kingdom - riches which cannot be 
bought with money or earned by skill 
but which is ours only by faith in 
Jesus as our Savior. 

VVe me rich for He was poor, 
Is not this a wonder; 

Therefore praise God evermore, 
Here on (earth and yonder.” 

bled Himself and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the 
cross, ” Phil. 2:6-8. 

And the divine purpose behind it 
all was that we, the sinners, the ene- 
mies of God, might receive the adop- 
tion of sons; that God, the righteous 
God, might be enabled to adopt us as 
His children. God’s Law had to be 
fulfilled, every sin,gle obligation, since 
God, according 
not be satisfied 
ment; for there 
partial holiness. 

to His holiness, could 
with a partial fulfill- 
is no such thing as a 
The psalmist is right 

when he declares: “Thou are not a 
God that hath pleasure in wickedness; 
neither shall evil dwell with thee,” Ps. 
5:4. 

Because we could not keep the Law, 
being by nature sinners and separated 
from God, God in His love and mercy 
undertook to fulfill the Law for us 
so that we might be brought back into 
the right relation to Him, into blessed 
and harmonious communion with Him, 
our Maker. God’s redeeming love at 
work. 

H. D. Mensing 

YJnto us a Child is born, unto 
us a Son is given; and the government 
shall be upon His shoulder; and His 
name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsello,r, The Mighty God, The 
Everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.” Is. 9~6. 

“When the fullness of the time was 
come, God sent forth His Son, made 
of a woman, made under the Law, to 
redeem them that were under the 
Eaw, that we might receive the adop- 
tion of sons.” Gal. 4:4-5. 
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0 Jesus Christ, 
Tby manger is 
My paradise at which my soul 

r;eclinetb. 
For there, 0 Lord, 
Doth lie the Word 
Mude flesh for us;--here-in 
Thy grace forth sbinetb. 

He whom tbe sea 
And wind obey 
Dotb come to serve the sinner 

in great meekness. 
Thou, God’s own Son, 
With us are one, 
Dost join us and our children 

in our weakness. 

Thy light and grace 
Our guitt efface, 
Thy beay’nly riches all our 

loss retrieving. 
Immanuel, 
Thy birth dotb quell 
The pow’r of bell and Satan’s 

bold deceiving. 

Thou Christian heart, 
Wboe?er thou art, 
Be of good cheer and let no 

sorrow move tbee! 
For God’s own Child, 
In mercy mild, 
Joins thee to Him;--how greatly 

God must love thee! 

Remember thou 
?Vbat glory now 
The Lord prepared thee for all 

earthly sadness. 
The angel host 
Can never boast 
Of greater glory, greater bliss 

or gladness. 

The world may bold 
Her wealth and gold; 
But thou, my heart, keep Christ 

as thy true Treasure. 
To Him bold fast 
Until at last 
A crown be tbine and honor in 

f u U measure. 
-Paul Gerhardt, 1653 
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THE CARE OF THE POOR 

I We are to care for the poor, I John 3: 17,18; Romans 12: 13; Isaiah 58:7; 
Gal. 2: 10; Gal. 6: 2,l.O; Deut. 15:7-11. 
A. Actions help more than words, James 2: 16. 
B. Whom are we especially to help according to James 1:27? 

II Examples. 

A. The Lord Jesus, Eph. 5:25; John 13: 34. 
B.. The Apostolic congregations, Acts 2:45; Acts 11:29; Romans 15:25,26; 

I Car. 16:1-3; Acts 4:32-35. 

III Reasons for caring for the poor. 

A. Love to Christ, Matt. 25:34-40; Proverbs 19: 17. 
B. Love to our neighbor, Luke 10:25-37; Matt. 22:39. 

IV Who is to care for the poor? 

A. The members 

B. The Christian 
1. Why does 

of the family, I Tim. 5:8; I Tim. 5:16. 
congregation. 
the Christian congregation which does not care for its 

poor give offense not only to Christian people but to the world 
as well? 

2. Is it right of a Christian organization permits the Stat,e or civic 
organizations to care for its poor and needy? 

V How we can help the poor. 

A. List and discuss the various things we can do? 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

B. Discuss the following objections? 
1. If you give too much then you will make yourself poor! Proverbs 

28: 17, 
2. Each one for himself! I John 3: 17. 

In sickness, sorrow, want? or care, 
Whate’er it be, ‘tis ours to share; 
May we, where help is needed, there 

Give help as unto Thee! 
M.L.N. 
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The fact that all Christians have the power of the Keys does not mean that 
all have the right to exercise the Olffice of the Keys publicly. E.,very Christian 
certainly ,has the God-given right and duty to perform the Office of the Keys 
privasely-to speak God’s Word to his fellowmen privately; to comfort his 
fellow-believers with the Word of the Gospel privately.; to reprove or admonish 
a brother with the Law of God privately; to administer emergency Baptism, and 
the like. But if all Christians would perform the functions of the Office of 
the Keys publicly there would be utter confusion-but God is a God of order 
and, as such, He has instituted the s,pecial office of the PUBLIC MINISTRY. 

For the public performance of the functions of the Office of the Keys, 
Christian congregations are, therefore to delegate certain qualified men by 
calling them into the Office of the Ministry. Our Catechism speaks of such 
men as the “called ministers of Christ”. What they do in their office, they 
do in the name and in the stead of the congregation and also in the stead and by 
the command of the Lord Jesus. The Augsburg Confession declares: “No one 
dare publicly teach or preach, or administer the Sacraments, unless he be rightly 
called.” This is perfectly in accord with the Word of God which says: “How 
shall they preach except they be sent?” Rom. 10: 15. and again: “N~ man taketh 
this honor upon himself but he that is called of God.” Heb. 5:4. and in regard 
to false prophets, the Lord God says: ‘2 have not sent these prophets, yet they 
ran.” Jer. 23:21. A p erson who publicly preaches or teaches, or in any other 
many publicly exercises the Office of the Keys, without a divine call-that 
person is sinning against the Word of God. 

The Apostles were called directly by Christ, but afterwards they had the 
appointments to the Office of the Ministry made through election by the co,ngre- 
gations. U’h en a successor to Judas was to be chosen, they had the congrega- 
tion nominate two candidates. Paul and Barnabas were %et apart” by the 
Church at Antioch to go and preach in the heathen towns in Asia. When 
the Apostles in Jerusalem needed assistants in their work, they had the congre- 
gation select the proper men of whose number were Stephen and Philip. When 
Paul and Barnabas appointed preachers in the newly formed congregations it 
was by having the congr.egations designate their choice. Later, under the 
Roman Papacy, the congregations were deprived of their sovereign rights. 
But the sovereignty of the congregation, under Christ and His Word alone, 
was brought back again by Luther through the Reformation. The congrega- 
tion has the power of the Word and, therefore, the congregation has the right 
and the duty to provide for the public proclamation, and use of the Word. 

According to Scripture there is no such thing as the superiority of the 
ministry over the laity-of the ministers over the laymen. The Bible tells LIS 

that “One is your Master, even Christ, and ye are all brethren.” Those who 
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LESSON 11 

THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT 

Which is the Seventh Command- 
ment? rcThou shalt not Steal.” 

What does this mean? CrWe should 
fear and love God that we may not 
take our neighbor’s money or goods, 
nor get them by false ware or dealing, 
but help him to improve and protect 
his property and business.” 

All the property in the world is 
God’s. Psa. 24: 1 and I Cor. 10:26: 
‘?Tbe ,eartb is the Lord’s and the full- 
ness thereof.” (S ee also Haag. 2:s and 
Psa. 50:7-12) And it has pleased Him 
to d&tribute it in unequal shares 
among men. Prov. 22:2: “The rich 
and the poor meet together; the Lord 
is the Maker of them all.” In wisdom 
He did this (Psa. 104:24) and as an 
act of His love. Rom. 8:32: “He that 
spared not His own Son, but delivered 
Him up for us all, bow shall He not 
with Him also freely give us all 
things” That is, all things that are for 
our true and eternal welfare. Therefore 
(Heb. l3:5) rrbe content with such 
things as ye have; for He bath said, 
I will never leave thee nor forsake 
t b:ee.” Contentment with God’s provi- 
dence subdues envy and covetousness 
in the heart and keeps one from steal- 
ing. I Tim. 6~6: “Godliness with con- 
tentment is great gain.” 

Stealing is sometimes done secretly. 
Achan (Josh. 7) coveted of the 
“accursed things” of Jericho and took 
them and hid them in his tent. But the 
Lord’s anger was kindled against 
Israel until Achan’s theft was de- 
tected and punished with death. Nor 

should anyone give aid or encourage- 
ment to a thief; for (Prov. 29:24) 
“wboso is partner with a thief batetb 
bis own sou,l.” But (Eph. 4:28) “let 
him that stole steal no more, but 
rather let him labor, working with his 
bands the thing which is good, that 
be may have to give to him that need- 
etb.” 

Stealing is sometimes also done 
forcibly. It is then called robbery. 
Luke 10~30: "A certain man wtent 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 
fell among thieves (robbers) which 
stripped him of his raiment (clothing) 
and wounded him, (beat him up) , and 
departed, leaving him baif dead.” 
There are forms of robbery that are 
frequently practiced also in business 
transactions. In Israel it was forbidden 
to take interest or increase from a 
brother (Deut. 23: 19,20), particular- 
ly if he were poor. Lev. 25:36: CrTa4e 
thou no usury (interest) of him or in- 
crease; but fear thy God; for thy 
brother may live with thee.” When 
Jesus cleansed the temple, He reproved 
these sins, saying (Matt. 21:13), “It 
is written, My house shall be called the 
house of prayer; but ye have made it 
a den of thieves” (robbers). 

And stealing is sometimes done by 
practicing a fraud. A fraud is an act 
of deception done deliberately to ob- 
tain something by dishonesty. Gehazi 
sought and obtained coveted gifts (II 
Kings 5: 20-23) by telling a lie. And 
Psa. 37~21: “The wicked borrowetb 
and payetb not again.” M’en misrepre- 
sent goods and other things they are 
selling (false ware) and ask exorb- 
itant prices for them. I Thess: 4:3,6: 
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This is the will of God-that no mun 
go beyond (overreach) and defraud 
(take advantage of) his brother in any 
matter; because the Lord is the uveng- 
er of all s~cb.~’ The use of false 
weights and measures is also a fraudu- 
lent practice. Lev. 19:35,36: “Ye shall 
do no unrighteousness in meteyurd 
(measure of length) in weight, or in 
measure (of volume) . Just balances 
(scales), just weights, u just epbub 
(bushel) and a just bin (gallon) , 
shall ye have; I urn the Lord your 
God.” 

In the wage practices of our day 
there are violations of this command- 
ment which are either fraudulent or 
forms of robbery. The employer who 
unfairly withholds of the earnings of 
his workers commits a sin that cries 
to heaven. James 5:4: “Behold, the 
hire (earnings) of the laborers who 
have reupod down your fields, which 
is of you kept buck by fraud (unjust- 
ly withheld by you), crieth: and the 
cries of them which have reaped are 
entered into the ears of the Lord.” 
And Jer. 22: 13: “Woe unto him that 
buitd,etb his house by unrighteousness, 
and his chambers by wrong; that useth 
h’ ZS neighbor’s service without wage.r, 
and givetb him not for his work.” 
On the other hand the laborer who is 
not diligent in his labor, is a near-kins- 
man to a thief; for (Prov. 18: 9) 
rrhe tbat is slothful in his work is 
brother to him tbut is a great waster.” 

This commandment is broken too 
by engaging in betting and gambling? 
in games of chance involving material 
gain or loss, in seeking by such means 
to come into possession o,f another’s 

money or goods without an adequate 
recompense. Laziness too is here for- 
bidden; for God ordained (Gen. 3 : 19) 
that Grin the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread.” And II Thess. 3:lO: 
“If any man would not work, neither 
should be eat.“’ 

All stealing is sin.. All envy and 
covetousness is sin. Even neglect of 
our neighbor’s interests and welfare 
is sin. Phil. 2:4: CrL~~k not every mun 
on his own things, but every man also 
on the things of others.” WE 
SHOULD FEAR AND LOVE 
GOD THAT WE MAY HELP 
OUR NEIGHBOR To IMPROVE 
AND PROTECT HIS PROPERTY 
AND BUSINESS. If we have taken 

him. wrongfully, we 
it whole-heartedly as 
(Luke 19:8). 

anything tram 
should restore 
Zacchaeus did 

Joseph manifested this spirit of help- 
fulness by being faithful in Potiphar’s 
house (Gen. 39: 1-6). Abram mani- 
fested it toward Lot, both when he 
gave him choice of the pastures of 
Canaan (Gen. 13:8-12) and when he 
rescued him from Chedorlaomer (Gen. 
1.4: 13-16). We, too, should be inter- 
ested in our neighbor’s welfare and 
should give to him and lend to him 
in his time of need. Prov. 19: 17: rrHe 
that hutb pity upon thep or lendetb 
unto the Lord; and that which he bath 
given will He pay him again.” Heb. 
13:16: rrBut to do good and to com- 
municate (have fellowship with others 
in their need) forget not; for with such 
sucrifices God is well-pleused.” And 
Matt. 5:42: “Give to him thst usketb 
thee, and from him thut would bor- 
row of thee turn not thou away. 

- 187 - 



The materialistic g,eneration in the days ,of Noah before the Flood trod 
laws and ordinances, whether divine or human, under foot. The young people 
grew up wild and unrestrained. This was to be expected. For, after all, how 
could such godless people who so brazenly despised the Word of God raise 
their children properly ? What a terrible example the older people set for 
the younger ! No wonder that the parents and those in authority were not 
respected and held in esteem. There was no orderly government which upheld 
the right and denounced the wrong, might ruled. Moses writes, “And God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” (Gen. 6: 5). 

Do we not see a repetition of that in our day? As we look at many 
families of our day we must sadly acknowledge their deplorable state. Where 
God and His Word are despised, it can not be otherwise. Children are left 
to grow up without any restraints and training. The use of the rod is regarded 
as old-fashioned; the right 0.f “self-expression” is considered to be the modern 
method. Consequently, we find that the younger generation has no respect 
for parents and those in authority. Instead of being kind, courteous, and 
obedient, such unrestrained youngsters are impudent and sassy. How many 
children speak of their parents as “the old man” and “the old woman” or use 
similar disrespectful terms? Juvenile delinquency has reached an appalling 
high number. What shocking crimes are committed by the youth, yes, even 
by grammar school children. 1 And the older such children become, the more 
impudent and rude their speech and behavior toward 
They marry without the knowledge and consent of 
strained lives, and squander the hard-earned money 
saved. 

their parents and elders. 
their parents, live unre- 
which their parents had 

The materialistic generation in the days of Noah was lewd, uncbuste, and 
obscene. Their flesh had b ecome the ruling power with the vast majority of 
them. And the fl es is obscene, sets God’s Commandments aside, and willingly h 
wallows in the dirt of unchastity. Polygamy sprang up. Without concerning 
themselves about the advice and counsel of their parents they thoughtlessly 
entered into marriage; and, no doubt, the marriage bond was frivolously broken. 
We are told that the sons of the patriarchs took as many wives as they wanted 

Remember! The Lord Jesus gave He might deliver us from this present 
Himself for you in your time of need. evil world,” (Titu.s 2: 14) . rrTbut He 
We are sinners who have broken might redeem us from all iniquity.” 
every commandment and can in no Acts 16:31: “Believe on the Lord 
wise redeem ourselves. Gal. 1: 4: Jesus Christ and thou. shalt be saved.” 
“He gave Himself for our sins tbut - J.E.S. 
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from among the daughters of men. Thus those unrestrained men who cared 
naught for God and His Word and who lived entirely according to the lusts 
of their flesh, did not bother much about such things as chastity and decency; 
the unrestrained gratification of the sexual desire was common. It is this 
sin which has a special attraction for the flesh. 

And what are the conditions in our day in this respect? Whoever is 
acquainted with the facts must admit: very evil, indeed! Even though polygamy 
is forbidden by law in all so-called Christian countries, is it not a common 
occurrence f,or married couples thoughtlessly to secure unScriptura1 divorce 
and then to marry someone elsie. ? Some well-known individuals in our own 
country have even been married up to seven times and more within the space 
of a comparatively short time. 1 Is it not an abomniation unto the Lord? 
Does not the Lord Jesus say, “Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be 
for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso 
marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery” (Mart. 19:9) ? How 
carelessly many of the young people in our day enter into marriage without 
the knowledge and consent of their parents! Then within a few years such 
a marriage is often quickly torn asunder. The number of divorces has reached 
a disgraceful and shocking high. In the United States there is at least one 
divorce to every six marriages. And already back in 1945 a total of 502,000 
divorces was granted which is 3.6 for each 1000 population as compared with 
12.3 marriages per 1000 population. And then think of Reno, Nevada, which 
has gained the reputation as a “divorce mill” because of the comparative ease 
with which a divorce might be obtained! 

Marriage is the very foundation of the state. Through marriage, as 
through nothing else in the world, chastity and decency are established and 
preserved. Without marriage all of the lusts and passions of fallen mankind 
would be completely given over to all manner of uncleanness. Where marriage 
is despised by a nation, there unchastity gains the upper hand and the ruin of 
that nation is bound to come. Remember the example of the Greeks and the 
Romans! 

Examples of marital unfaithfulness are increasing. In novels, on the 
stage, in the movies, on radio and television programs, the dissolution of an 
unhappy marriage and then the entering in upon new love-affairs is pictured as 
something right and proper. Unchastity is thus pictured in a most shameless 
manner. Obscene novels and indecent pictures, are exhibited which poison the 
heart and mind. And as far as the theater is concerned, one look at the bill- 
boards and the advertisements in the newspapers which announce the latest 
attractions, is sufficient to show us which spirit holds sway in its midst. As 
a general rule, such advertisements picture women who are indecently dressed or 
the passionate embrace of a man and woman. Yes, if we want to be honest, 
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we shall have to admit that the majority of movies cater to the sinful lusts of 
the flesh. 

Professional unchastity has been steadily increasing. Acco’rding to statistics 
there are an alarming number of people, even teen-agers, who have venereal 
disease. We also note the emphasis on birth control. MYargaret Sanger, the 
president of the International Planned Parenthood Federation, recently wrote 
in a Reader’s D,igest article, Yt seems unbelievable that in an age when we have 
harnessed the atom we still have not perfected a simple method for the control 
of human fertility. But research now underway in many parts of the world 
will surely result in important discoveries. These may provide the means not 
only of curbing the quantity of the world’s population but of changing its 
quality to give an upward and onward lift to human dignity and freedom..” 
Fewer and better children ! This is the cry which has been heard for many 
years. The use of artificial means to prevent conception is a sin that has 
become widespread in our day. Abortions performed in the United States 
average almost one thousand a day. 1 In most of our large cities abortions will 
be performed for any pregnant woman who is able to pay anyway from $20 
to $500. The words of the Psalmist, “Lo, children are an heritage of the 
Lord: and the fruit of the w,omb is His reward,” are regarded as a curse! M.L.N. 
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WISCONSIN SYNOD CONTINUES ITS 
CHARACTERISTIC VACILATING POSI- 
TION ON FE.LLOWSHIP WITH THE 

MISSOURI SYNOD 

The following is a reproduction of 
the fellowship resolutions which were 
adopted by the Wisconsin Synod at 
its 1956 convention: 
Resolution on Continuing Fellowship 

Even though we deplore the fact 
that the question of unionism and the 
controversial issues listed in our 
Synod’s 195 3 resolutions in themselves 
still remain unresolved, yet, 

WHEREAS, th e res401utions of the 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synold, 
declining membership in the Lutheran 
World Federation, is an excellent 
statement of scriptural principle and 
policy, and lays a better basis for a 
discussion #of the principles of church 
fellowship and their applications; and 

WHEREAS, the Lutheran Church 
-Missouri Synod resolved “&at here- 

after the Common Confession (Parts 
I and II) be not regarded or em- 
ployed as a functioning basic docu-i 
ment to’ward the establishment of 
altar and pulpit fellowships with other 
church bodies” and whereas, w,e under- 
stand this to mean that thereby The 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod’s 
1950 resolutions concerning the Com- 
mon Confession (First and Third Re- 
solves of Resolution 14) have been set 
aside and whereas, The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod recommend- 
ed that co.mmittees preparing future 
doctrinal statements take note of the 
suggestion to make fuller use of anti- 
thetic statements; and 

WHEREAS, The Luth,eran Church 
-Missouri Synod gratefully acknowl- 
edges “every fraternal expression of 
concern and guidance in matters of 
doctrine and practice” from brethren 
in the Synodical Conference; there- 



fore be it 
RESQLVED, th at we concur in the 

suggestion of our Sdanding Commit- 
tee on Matters of Church Union to 
“hold the judgment of our Saginaw 
resolutions in abeyance” until our nest 
convention . . . 
Resolution of Protest 

WHEREAS, we are not ready to 
stand committed to the contention 
“that the Common Confession, one 
document composed of Parts I and 
II, be recognized as a statement in 
harmony with the Sacred Scriptures 
and the Lutheran Confessions”, in- 
asmuch as the document failed to set- 
tle the doctrinal controversies which 
the Church was assured had been 
settled by it; and 

WHEREAS, we deplore the s!pecific 
resolutions which our sister synod 
passed on the issues of Scouting and 
military chaplaincy; its stand on pray- 
er fellowship; and the fact that sev- 
eral other issues were not acted upon 
at all, e.g., the communion agree- 
ment with the National Lutheran 
Council; be it 

RESOLVED, that our fellowship 
with The Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod be one of vigorously protesting 
fellowship to be practiced, where 
necessary, in the light of II Thess. 
3: 14,15. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that our 
Synod take part in the suggested con- 
clave of theologians and take immedi- 
ate steps to help arrange such a gath- 
ering of theologians to allow for a 
full discussion of all unresolved is- 
sues; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Praesidium 
and/or the Standing Committee on 

Church Union be authorized to make 
arrangements that the issues. which 
disturb the unity of the Synodical Con- 
ference be thoroughly discussed and 
considered on the basis of God’s 
Word; and be it finally 

RESOLVED, that our representa- 
tives work in close cooperation with 
our brethren of the Norwegian Synod 
of the American Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, which fully shares our dot- 
trinal position. 

(Resolutions as. quoted in the 
Northwestern Lutheran.) 

(Concerning the Rev. Paul Burgdorf, 
once a bold fighter for the Truth and 
editor of “The Confessional Lutheran”) 

“The centennial observance of St. 
John’s Church, Clinton, Iowa, Rev. 
Paul H. Burgdorf, pastor, began Sep- 
tember 4 with a festival service at 
which Dr. John W. Behnken preached. 
One of the 17 pastors of the century- 
old parrish was Rev. Claus Seuel, 
uncle of Dr. Edmund Seuel, late man- 
ager uf Concordia Publishing House. 
Circuit Rider Seuel was instrumental 
in founding congregations at Char- 
lo.tte, Grand Mound, and Lowden, 
Iowa, and at Morrison, Hopkins 
Township, and Sterling in Whiteside 
County, Ill. The Clinton church has 
published a centennial history which 
mcludes information on the begin- 
nings of Lutheranism in Iowa. Copies 
may be obtained by writing to St. 
John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, 422 
Main Ave., Clinton, Iowa. The book, 
which sells at $1.40 a copy, has 40 
pages, @/2x11, and stiff paper covers.” 
(The Lutheran Witness, October 11, 
1955). 
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FROM EVERY SPIRE ON CHRISTMAS EVE 
From every spire on Christmas Eve, To whom tbat Story, old and sweet, 
The Christmas bells ring clearly out Is but a fable at the best, 
Their message of good-will and peace, The Christmas music mocks their ears, 
With many a call and silver shout, And life has naught of joy and rest. 
For faithful hearts, the angels’ song Oh! for an angel’s voice to pierce 
Still echoes in the frosty air, The clouds of grief that o’er them rise, 
And by the altar low they bow, The mists of doubt and unbelief 
In adoration and in prayer. That veil the blue of Christmas s&es. 

A thousand blessed memories throng, 
The stars are holy signs to them, 
And from the eyes of every child 
Looks forth the Babe of Bethlehem; 
But there are others, not like these, 
Wboje brows are sad, whose hopes are 

That they, at last, may see the light 
?Vbicb shines from Bethlehem, and 

unfold 

crossed, 
To whom the season brings no cheer, 
And life’s most gracious charm is lost. 

For Christ the treasures of their hearts, 
Richer than spicery or gold. 
Hope of the ages, draw Thou near, 
Till a/l the earth shall own Thy sway, 
And when Thou reign’st in every b,eart 
It will, indeed, be Christmas Day. 

-Hunter 
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