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To Make
known
the teachings,
treasures, and history of the true
Lutheran Church.
To’ Offer
evidences
that the Lutheran Church is not a sect, and
Not a New church, but rather \a continuation of the Church of Jesus
Christ, our Lord and Savior;
To Show what True Lutherans Must
believe, how they are to Live 8
Christian life, suffer in patience, and
die in peace; and
To Uncover the current false doctrines, to. Oppose them, and to Warn
against them, especially to unmask
False
Lutherans
and their Aberrations from Scriptures and the pure
Lutheran Confessions, including the
Book of Concord of 1580, the
Brief Statement of 1932, and our
Confessi0.n of Faith.

True peace can never be gained
by compromising Truth with error,
by giving in a little to sin or false
doctrine. How often Christians are
tempted to do this whenever they
begin to experience opposition because of their confession of Christ.
Christians also have the Old Adam,
their old sinful nature, which causes
them often to think these kind of
thoughts: “Wouldn’t it be all right
in my case to stop confessing Christ
and His pure Word if it causes hard
feelings and trouble? Wouldn’t it
be all right for me to join in this or
that sinful pleasure or amusement so
that my friends do not become angry
at me and make me feel like an outcast? Wouldn’t it be better not to
be so strict for the sake of outward
peace in our daily lives?” May all
such thoughts be killed in us as soon
as they arise, for if any plain principle of God’s Word is given up in
-

any instance it is the same as a denial of Christ. The truths of Scrip&
ture must be confessed at any price.
No matter what we must sacrifice
for it: we dare not hesitate or waver! Jesus solemnly declares: “He
that loveth father or mother more
than Me is not worthy of Me; and
he that loveth son or daughter more
than Me is not worthy of Me. And
he that taketh not his cross, and followeth Me, is not worthy of Me. He
that findeth his life shall lose it; and
he that loseth his life for My sake
shall find it.” Matt. 10:3’7-39.

compromising God’s Word with error always means loss of the true
peace.
True and lasting peace belongs only to those who in spite of strife and
dissension take a firm and uncompromising stand on the side of their
Savior and willingly sacrifice everything for the sake of the Truth. Strife
and opposition should only cause the
true Christian to study and to appreciate the Word of God more fully,
and in that Word of God is
the power to convict, convince, and
to convert the unbelievers. That Word
is never confessed in vain. Though
some refuse to accept it and though
it may lead to bitter strife and hatred, yet it is the only means to real
and lasting peace with God.

But what about those who say that
we should give in a little for the
sake of the unbelievers or for the
sake of those who are weak in faith
and in their knowledge of the Scriptures? It would indeed be foolish
May we therefore continue courto try to win the unbelievers and. ageously in our stand for Christ and
strengthen the weak by denying (in His pure Word, confess Him boldly
word or deed) portions of that Word before men without fear or favor,
which God has given to us as a and beware of compromising the
means of grace which alone is able truth with error and sin in our words
to change the hearts and men and or deeds. Then, in spite of the
stren,gthen those who are weak. In- sword, in spite of strife and dissenstead of winning the unbeliever by sion, we will have peace - that peace
compromising God’s Word with er- which Jesus brings, that peace which
ror and instead of helping the weak, is In the hearts of all those who bewe ourselves would soon lose our 1.ieve in Jesus as their Savior, peace
own peace of conscience and would with God, peace of conscience,peace
be won over to the side of the ene- in the midst of the trials of life,
mies of Christ and His Word. 0, how peace in the face of death and judgmany former Christians still profess ment. Peace which the world can
to be good Christians but have lost neither give nor take away. Peace
the Truth by doing this very thing. which surpasses all human underThey wish to be classed as Christians standing. Peace which is ours through
but do not feel constrained to avoid the promise of the forgiveness of
sinful words and deeds, words and sins and life everlasting through
actions which are contrary to the faith in Jesus and through confidence
plain Word of God. Theirs is an in the pure teachings of His Word.
easy-going, wishy-washy Christianity
B
which does not oblige them to follow
the teachings of the Bible and which
is very acceptable to the unbelievers.
A true confession of Christ on their
part is absolutely impossible. Thus,
-
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OLC Convention

Notice

The fifth Annual Convention of
the Orthodox Lutheran Conference
will be held August 20-22 at Detroit
,Lakes, IMinnesota. Pastoral Conference will be held on August 19. The
host congregations are St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Ponsford, Minnesota, and Mount Olive Lutheran Church
of Detroit Lakes, Minnesota. The host
pastor is Rev. Arthur W. Schupmann.
All members of the Orthodox Lutheran Conference are invited and urged
to attend this convention to hear the
fine Christian essaysthat will be presented, and to enjoy fine Christian
fellowship with your brethren. Housing will be furnished for teachers,
pastors and delegates only. All visitors must provide their own housing. Detroit Lakes is the vacation
land of the North and has very fine,
modern facilities in the way of cabins and motels. The time of our convention is also the busy tourist season here, and so we urge you who
wish to attend to make your reserCome early and
vations immedia,tely.
spend your vacation here. For those
who like to fish there are 412 lake3
within 25 miles of Detroit Lakes.
Those who desire cabins or motels
may write to Rev. A. W. Schupmann,
Detroit Lakes, Minn. for material.
Pastors, teachers and delegates
should notify the host pastor as soon
as possible how ma;y a:-e cuming.
It would be greatly appreciated if
those who will visit the convention
will also send us notice Lhat they are
coming so that we might have some
idea how many we will have to feed.
The Lord has been good to us and
granted us the use of the public high
school. We will use the main auditorium for the convention, and the
fine cafeteria for the meals. Class-

rooms wi11 be provided for committee meetings, etc. The high school
is located on the corner of Summit
and Front streets in Detroit Lakes.
Remember - only pastors, teachers and delegates will be furnished
with housing. All visitors must furnish their own, and again I urge you
to make reservations at once.
May our Heavenly Father grant
you all a safe journey to and from
our convention, for Jesus sake.
More information concerning the
convention will be given later.
-Rev. Arthur W. Schupmann

LIKE

ENOCH

Cl Father, let me walk with Thee
As Enoch did of old;
Let me but trust Thy love and grace,
Thy kindnesses untold;
For Thou bust loved and cherished me
Before the world was made
And’ on my h,ead Thy blessings Thou
I-last ever rictVy laid.
0 let me walk beside Thee, Lord,
And slip my hand in Thine,
For well I know that all Thy grace
Was given to be mine;
Unworthy though I am, 0 Lord,
I dare to claim this grace,
For Thou hart bent on me the light
Of Thy benignant face.
When Thou wilt lead me, gracious
Lord,
Through all earth’s toil and strife;
If Thou wilt govern graciously
.dMy daily walk and life,
Then Thou at last wilt take me borne
Through, Thine ubundant grace,
That I may through eternity
Behold Thy bving face.
- P. E. K.
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Norwegian

Synod Lutherans

Suspend Fellowship

Lutheran Church-Missouri

With The

Synod

June 24, 1955 was a day of great moment as the Norwegian Synod of the
American Evangelical Lutheran Church severed all fellowship relations with
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod.
The delegates, advisory members, and a goodly number of parishioners
of said Norwegian Synod, in convention assembled from June 20-26 at Bethany
College, Mankato, Minn., studied in advance the entire situation, including
the report and recommendations of the Synod’s standing Doctrinal Unity
Committee, Pastors and lay delegates of the Synod’s congregations came
to the convention well prepared for a.cti.onon the Report and the Resolutions
as presented by the Floor Commi-ttee on Doctrinal Matters, No. 6.
After several days of careful evaluation of each paragraph and a thorough
discussion of the same, and having granted Dr. A. Grumm, Vice-President of
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod most of the afternoon of Thursday,
June 23, both hearin.g him and asking him direct questions, but receiving
no defense of Missouri’s actions and no assurance or intimation of rectifying
errors in doctrine and practice -the entire day of Friday, June 24, was spent
to finish the debates and discussions on the Report of Committee No. 6.
With an extension of time necessary to complete the work, upon the completion of which depended other important matters, the official delegates
were prepared to vote at the close of the afternoon session and did so, by
adopting
the full Report of the Committee. It was
a rising vote unanimously
a long Report, containing direct references to the chief historical data
which led up to the decision, and pointing out that the previous charges of
false doctrine and unionistic practices must be reiterated and upheld.
Space will not permit the printing of the entire Report, nor is it necessary because of the similarity with frequent articles appearing in these columns in which we have referred to the same things and labelled them in the
same words and spirit.
The concluding and decisive Resolutions read as follows-with
our emphasis added to important words and phrases:
‘“WE HEREBY DECLARE with deepest regret that fellowship relations with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are suspended on
the basis of Romans 16:17, and that exercise of such relations cannot
be resumed until the offenses contrary to the doctrine
which we
have learned have been removed by them in a proper manner.
“It is our firm conviction that we and those who stand with us represent the Scriptural principles and spirit of the Synodical Conference, and that it is the Lutheran Church-Miss.ouri
Synod which
has departed
from them. Therefore we wish it to be clearly understood that we have no desire to suspend fraternal relations with
those who agree with us in our stand and who testify with us against
these present errors and unionistic
practices. To the contrary, we
wish to continue fraternal relations with them and to la’bor for realignment
of Lutherans faithful to the Lutheran Confessions on more
realistic lines than those which prevail under the present chaotic
conditions in the Synodieal Conference.
-
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“To THIS END we hereby declare our desire to maintain and establish fraternal relations with those synods, congregations, and individuals who are of one mind and spirit with us in matters. of Christian doctrine and practice.”
To this was added necessary sections dealing with ways and means
of carrying out problems and needs in the immediate future as a result of
this action on the part of the Norwegian Synod which Synod has been engaged
in various projects together with members of the Synodical Conference, as
e.g. certain mission fields.
-0. G. S.
Note:

(An Examination of the Program and Principles of “The Boy Scouts of
America” in the Light of Holy Scripture.)
(A condensation of an essay delivered by Pastor H. D. Mensing at
the 0. L. Pastoral Conference, January, 1954.)
While scouting requires recognition of, belief in, worship, reverence, and obedience to
“God”, it teaches that this “God”
need not be the Triune God, but may
be any god. Thus its teaching of
who God is, is contrary to the teaching of Holy Scripture that the Triune
God is the only true God, and all
others idols. It robs the True God
of the glory that belongs to Him alone and is in its very nature idolatrous.
Our Reason for this Position: Scouting teaches: “ . . . his obligation to
‘God’.” (Constitution, Art. II, as quoted in pt. 4 above.) “On my honor,
I will do my best to do my duty to
God.” (Scout Oath.) “A Scout is
reverent. He is reverent to God.”
(Twelfth law.) “NO matter what the
boy may be - Catholic or Protestant or Jew - this fundamental need
of good citizenship (the recognition
of a deity) should be kept before
him.” (Const., HI.) Note: This latter quotation makes our point very
clear, since it’s well known that the
Jewish people of today do not accept
but reject Jesus Christ as the true
5. Our

Position:

-

Son of God and the Savior of the
world. They accept Him only as a
great man, a fine character, a renouned teacher, etc., as do also the
modernistic Protestants. It is taught
furthermore: “Color and religious beliefs are no basis for judging a man.”
(Handbook for Boys, ‘48, p. 39.) Again, Scouting’s teaching of “God”
is couched in the vaguest of terms,
such as are used by the Lodge religion, Unitarianism, and by many
others who try to avoid the confession of Christ. Compare: “the leading power in the universe.” (Const.
P. 3.h “the infinite Creator of the
universe”, “the source of life” (Handbook for Boys, ‘43, p. 108), “the
Great Master of all good Scouts”
(Handbook for Scoutmasters, Vol. 1,
p. ‘71.) In Scouting any god is all
right. But Scouting goes still further. It actually prohibits the free
confession of Christ, even in one’s
own church troop. “I asked one of
the Lutheran leaders in the movement if he would permit my boys,
should I have a troop, to confess, ‘I
will do my duty to God-as revealed
in Christ Jesus?’ But he replied
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that would not be possible. You
could believe that in your heart
but didn’t need to say it. It would
destroy the purpose of scouting that
respects the convictions of others.”
(Randolph, p. 5, last paragraph.)
All this is contrary to what the
Holy Scripture teaches about the
True God, both in the Old and New
Testament. Exodus 20: 2-3; Deut.
6:4; Is. 42:s; Is. 43:1,3,11: Matt. 10:
32-33; Matt. 28:19; John 4:22,24; John
5:23; John 823; Acts 17:22-23; 1 John
2:23; 1 John 4:2-3; John 4:15; 1 John
5:lO.
6. Our Position:
In its attitude toward the various religions in the
world, Scouting is thoroughly unionistic, that is, disobedient to the command of God to mark and avoid and
separate from all false religions,
their teachers, and their adherents.
Our Reason for this Position: Scouting teaches: “Scouts extend to every
one of the other faiths the same courtesy and consideration and respect
for the other man’s sacred t.hings,
t.hat the Scout expects for his own.
That is the spirit of Scouting in religiously free America. ‘A Scout is
reverent’.” (Handbook for Boys, ‘43,
p. 108.) “There is another important thing in this Twelfth Part of the
Scout Law. It is your respect for
other people, for their religion and
customs. For the rest of your life
you will be associating with people
of different religious beliefs and customs. It is yaw r duty to respect these
people for their Ibetiefs , . . to respect
others for what they are and what
they do, instead
of being influenced
by their color or creed.”
(Handbook
for Boys, ‘48, p. 39.) Note: By this

required reverence and respect is
meant not the toleration of false religions in the sense that one will not
persecute or hinder them by force,
but that, in their association together, each Scout must honor and es-

teem the other’s religion even as he
does his own. Following this principle of Scouting a “Lutheran” Scout
would be required to honor a Roman
Catholic Scout because he believes
that the Pope is Vicar of Christ on
earth, because he prays to Mary and
the “saints”, because he believes he
must save himself partly by his own
works, etc. Note furthermore
this
statement: “Many church troops include boys from other churches and
the Scoutmaster has an obligation to
respect the religious convictions of
these Scouts. They are not expected
to participate in the religious program of the church which administers the troop. They should be aggressively
encouraged
the religious
program
(Tract: “A
church.”

to
of

carry
their

out
own

Scout is Reverent”, 1941, by J. E. West, Chief Scout
Executive and Editor of Boys.’ Life.)
Accordingly, a Lutheran Scoutmaster
(if there were such a thing in truth)
would be required aggressively to encourage a Scout holding to a false
religion to continue faithfully to believe and practice his false religion.
Scouting also periodically arranges
for unionistic services to be held for
Scouts of all faiths and churches.
In connection with the National Jamboree in California, 1953, the press
reported that Catholics, Protestants,
Jews, and Buddhists all worshiped
together! One may argue that Scouts
are not required to attend such a
service, but one need not be a genius in psychology to understand the
dilemma in which a lone “Lutheran”
Scout, still unconfirmed and of a ten.
der age, would find himself when
confronted with the question of attending or not attending such a service held in the midst of a great jamboree! The Word of God teaches:
Rom. 16:17; 2 Cor. 6:14-18; 1 Kings
18~27; Acts 17~23; Gal. 1:8-g.
7. Our Position:
The Scout Oath
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is a real oath, not merely a solemn
promise. It is a sinful oath in that
it is unnecessary and unauthorized in
Holy Scripture, emphasizes the honor of the natural man, and uses the
name of God in vain.
Our Reason for this Position:
The
Scout Oath is a real oath. Scouting
itself, in all its literature before us,
calls it an “oath”. The only exception to this that we have found is in
the pamphlet “Scouting in the Lutheran Church” which was prepared
not directly by the Boy Scouts of
America, but by the American Federation of Lutheran Brotherhoods,
Chicago, for the purpose of introducing Scouting into Lutheran churches. Here the claim is made: “The
Boy Scout ‘oath’ or ‘pledge’ is a promise, not an oath, in the Scriptural
sense of the term.” This claim is
plainly ridiculous in view of the fact
that Scouting itself has purposely decided to call it, and has continued
through the years to call it, an ‘oath’,
obviously to make it more binding
upon the boys than a mere pledge
or promise would be.
The Scout Oath is sinful for two
reasons: 1) It is unnecessary, it is
not authorized by Holy Scripture. We
confess in our Catechism, Question
40, that an oath is permissible when
it is required by the government or
when it is, really necessary for the
glory -of God or the welfare of our
neighbor. Matt. 26: 63-64; Deut. 6:
13; Gen. 24:3; 2 Cor. 1:23. On such
occasions the Lord requires us to
take an oath, saying: “Thou shalt
fear the Lord, thy God and serve
Him, and shalt swear by His name.”
Deut. 6:13. Of such organizations as
the Boy Scouts, which do not exist
by divine ordinance, as does the government, God says: Matt. 5:34-3’7.
2) The emphasis upon the honor
and integrity of natural man is also
sinful. The Scout oath is intended

not for professing Christian boys only, but for all boys of all faiths-in
short, also, or perhaps chiefly, for
the natural man, one who has not
been born again as God’s child by
faith in Christ Jesus. God has indeed honored us in Christ. But man,
by nature, has no honor or integrity
before God. Ps. X4:3. Even the
Christian must confess Is. 64:6; Luke
18:13.
Although the Scout oath is not
taken upon God but upon one’s own
“honor”, the name of God is used
in the oath and used in vain, for, as
pointed out in our fifth thesis, the
very reference in Scouting to “God”
as any god, is itself idolatrous.
(to be continued)
Your subscription expires in the
month designated with your address.
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THE SPIRITUALLIFEOF THE CHRISTIAN
Lectures

by Dr.
LECTURE

Concerning

the

Relation

of

Spiritual

Fr.

Pieper

5
Life

to Earthly

Vocations

This evening I would like to direct your attention to the relationship in
which spiritual life stands toward the vocation in which a man works here on
earth. Spiritual life, of course, consists in the confidence that we have a
gracious God for Christ’s sake, that heaven and salvation are ours through
faith in Christ. Now, how does this spiritual life fit in with a man’s secular
vocation?
At the very outset we declared that spiritual life and secular occupations
get along together on the best of terms. The monks and their patrons have
the unchristian delusion that a Christian must forsake the ordinary work of
his occupation and must do something special, for example, in a monastery
or nunnery, if he wishes to live a truly spiritual life on earth. No, if by the
gracious operation of God a man has become a Christian, then let him remain
in that vocation in which he happens to be-provided it is an honorable occupation-and conduct himself as a Christian in that occupation.
In this connection the Holy Scriptures say very plainly: “Let every man
abide in the same calling wherein he was called.” (I Cor. 7:20). We might
read through the entire New Testament and we would find not a single passage in which there is laid upon a person, after he has become a Christian,
the duty of leaving his earthly occupation. True enough, it is stated in the
apostolic admonition to the newly converted: “Let him that stole, steal no
more.” But nowhere is it said: “If a person has been a government official
or a subject or a business man or a laborer or a father of a household or a
mother in a household or a child or a servant or a maid, then he must cease
being what. he was and must aspire to higher things.” On the contrary, the
Holy Scriptures everywhere impress upon the newly converted that they
should continue in the work of their secular occupations and show themselves
to be Christians therein. Christians are to do the work of their earthly vocations “in the Lord”.
We read in the Scriptures an admonition which applies exactly to Christians: “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.” (Rom. 13:l). So
also other admonitions are given. “Ye fathers, provoke not your children to
wrath, lest they be discouraged, but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” (Eph. 6:4 and Col. 3:21). “Ye husbands, dwell with your
wives according to knowledge.” (I Peter 3:7). “Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands.” (Eph. 5:22). Children, obey your parents.” (Eph. 6:l
and Col. 3:20). It is written: “Servants, be obeident to them that are your
masters according to the flesh . . . not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but
as the servants of Christ.” (Eph. 6:5,6). And to the masters the strict orders
are given: “And, ye masters, do the same things unto them . . . knowing that
your Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with Him.”
@ph. 6:9). “Ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder . . . and be clothed
(I Peter 5:5). In such passages and in similar ones God’s
with humility.”
Word gives Christians admonit.ions and advice for their conduct in the work
of their earthly vocations.
-
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Luther made a collection of the Christian’s Scriptural duties to be observed in his vocation, or calling, in life and placed it in his so-called “Table
of Duties.” As for you future ministers, do not forget to teach that Table
of Duties as a part of the Catechism, and do not forget to remind Christians
of the fact that under the Roman papacy not only the right teaching on faith
but also the right teaching on Christian living was lost, and that through
the work of Luther not only the right teaching on faith but also the right
doctrine of true Christian living was brought to light again out of God’s Word.
Spiritua,l
life and one’s earthly
occupation
are related
as follows:
spiritual
life becomes the soul of one’s secular work and makes his earthly occupation
a service rendered to God. How? If a person has spiritual life and he realizes he is a child of God, then he does all the labors of his earthly occupation,
not as in a struggle for existence, but as a service to God because God, his
heavenly Father, desires that of him. The farmer behind the plow, the laborer in the factory, the wife in the house, the maid at her apparently insignificant duties in the house-they all walk in the work of their earthly calling
as in a paradise, as Luther says. And you future ministers must always
picture spiritual life in such a relation to earthly occupations. Then, for
your part, you will be training Christians who go about the labors of their
occupations joyfully.
That the doctrine concerning right Christian living was brought forth
into the open again from God’s Word through Luther is pointed out also by
a professor of law in Leipzig, Rudolf Sohm, in his book, An Outline of Church
I would like to read to you a passage from this “Outline.” Of course,
History.
there are in that passage several incorrect expressions which we shall have
to pass by as unacceptable.
Sohm writes thus (Second Edition, page 114): “In the Middle Ages the
world”, that is, life in secular occupations, “was a world of sin. For that reason the piety of the Middle Ages consisted in denying this world with all of
its blessin,gs. In this attitude the monk gives up marriage, possessions, the
whole world, its artistic sciences, its joys, its duties, in order to crucify the
flesh with all its lusts. What an imposing power of denial of self and of the
world!”
In some instances that was the case, for example, in the case of Luther.
People became monks in order to earn their salvation by their own intense
efforts. Of course, in the case of most monks nothing could be seen of their
“denial of the world” and their denying themselves. In the cloisters they
always had much to eat and quite significant quantities to drink. Nor was
much progress discernible in their renouncing worldly possessions. The
monasteries had quite valuable properties. The business of monkery was
such a folly that in the judgment of all naturally sensible people it was a
shameful disgrace. You recall from your Church History that it was precisely
this system of monkery that was the target for the mockery of the Humanists. But it does remain true that there were always some who were monks
with their whole heart and who did want to forsake the world in order to
earn salvation for themsleves.
“And yet-woe unto him! He flees the world of sin and at the same
Sohmn is saying that the monk avoids
time flees the world of morality.”
thereby the good works which God wants done. “He flees temptation, but
at the same time he runs away from the duties that God has assigned to the
-
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individual, yes, to every individual in this world, the duties of family life,
of civil life, with all their requirements of self-denial, of self-sacrifice, of genuine, right, dynamic morality.”
True self-denial is exercised by us when we fulfill the duties of our
earthly calling in such a way as we ought to fulfil them. And in doing that
we do a better job of getting out of the way of temptation. That person who
is faithful and industrious in his earthly occupation will be tempted less, for
example, by sins of unchastity than the person who is lazy and who travels
the path of works that God has not commanded. For that reason the monks
were shamed and disgraced in this respect more than other people; for nowhere did unchastity thrive more than in the monasteries.
(to be continued)
(Translated by AMS)

NEWS and CO MENTS
Reports the Lutheran Standard:
ference through which Missouri Lu“American speakers (to lecture at. therans are related to the WisconLuther Academy, July 12-21) at Du- sin, Norwegian and Slovak Synods.”
buque, Iowa, include a Dr. Henry F.
He added: “A merger of all Wind (MO. Synod), who will lecture would be too cumbersome.” “ConTherapy.”
A.L.C., ventions would be too large for efon “Spiritual
E.L.C., L.F.C., MO. Synod men are fective work, or they would be so
all on the same program, also others. limited that the individual churches
We suppose that Mr. Wind in his could not be represented properly.”
lecture will really give a clear ring- As to the refusal of the Missouri Sying testimony of the full Truth of nod to join the N.L.C. and the WCC
the UTord over against the errors of Behnken declared: “There must be
the false brethren with whom he is doctrinal unity before there can be
appearing as a brother.
-0.G.S.
membership in bodies that are indifferent in matters of doctrine.”
The above is reported in The LuLas Angeles - Missouri Synod Lutherans “will not join in merger ne- theran, official periodical of the
gotiations with any other church in U.L.C.A. Take a good look at the
the foreseeable future”, its president, remarks of Dr. Behnken and compare
Dr. J. W. Behnken, said in L. A. last them with the recent activities of the
month. “Dr. Behnken made it clear Missouri Synod and you can see that
that he did not believe a union of what Behnken says does not agree
all Lutheran bodies in America would with what he allows Missouri clergv,
-0.G.S.
be a good thing even if others met men to do.
the rigid requirements of the Missouri Synod.” “We hold”, said BehnThe following interesting stateken, “that before there can be unity
in scriptural pulpit or altar fellow- ment is taken from the Baptist Watchman ” Examiner,
ship, there must be unity in scripturby E. C. Swanson:
“The
very
fact
of
formal organizaal doctrine and biblical practice.”
“He also did not foresee eventual tion to which the New Testament
union even within the Synodical Con- bears witness in its stated meetings,
-
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elections, officers, ministers, discipline, contributions, letters of commendation, register of widows, uniform ordinances, uniform order enjoined and observed, and qualifications to membership, all indicate
that Christ intended, beyond the shadow of a doubt, that His church under the direct leading of the Holy
Spirit should be a self - governing
and tiutonomous body.”

covered that first of all the people
in suburbs are ineerested in the
preacher as a person, second in the
Sunday School, third in the convenience of the church, fourth in the
doctrine and confession and form of
church government advocated, and
lastly
in the music department. A
simple knowledge of Scripture reveals that something is wrong. But
the question arises - what is the
cause of such attitudes? And who
is to blame ? Frankly, it is the fault
of the modernistic churches, who fail
to keep first things first.
-0.G.S.

A RELIGIOUS SURVEY in Pennsylvania reveals a sad story. Conducted by sociology students it dis-
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It is a well-known fact that the priest and two witnesses. The parRoman Catholic clergy is making ev- ties to the marriage are the minisery effort to gain the goodwill of the ters of the sacrament; they adminisProtestants in America. And there ter the sacrament to each other . . .
can be no doubt that the clever ad- In order to be married by a priest,
vertisements financed by the Knights the contracting parties of a mixed
of Columbus have thrown sand into marriage must sign a prenuptial athe eyes of even many Lutherans. greement, which includes among othOne of the most dangerous areas of er things the statement that all childRoman Catholic influence is in that ren must be brought. up in the Cathoof “mixed marriages.” With refer- lic faith . . . Marriage performed by
ence to that the June 1954number of a non-Roman clergyman or justice of
the Converted Catholic offers an ar- the peace incurs excommunication for
ticle which should open the eyes of the Catholic party of the marriage.”
That is plain language, and it
all those who are considering the sit..
uation as innocuous and not involv- states the facts in the case, as numerous proclamations in various dioing any danger.
We quote from the first section of ceses throughout America will show.
this article: “The Roman Catholic We are fully aware of the fact that
church considers marriages as a sac- some bishops and priests have oframent. In order for a marriage to fered a modification of these rules,
be valid and licit, it must be per- for instance, by having the boys born
formed before a Roman Catholic to such a union brought up in the
-
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Roman Church, while the girls might number of the same magazine, the
be reared in the Protestant faith. author being Francis J. Connel. ReHowever, the exceptions, if such ac- ferring to the article by Vann, the
tually exist, only confirm the rule author states: “Some of his statewhich is in force according to Ro- ments tended to give the impression
man Catholic law.
that such persons may lawfully conThis fact is brought home to every tinue to live with their partners in
unbiased reader
in two num- the enjoyment of conjugal privileges,
bers of the Catirefie Digest,
namely and even that it is possible for them
the January and the June number, to possess the state of grace while
19%. In the January number a cer- voluntarily remaining in this situaSuch unions, which may be retain Father Vann, an English Domin- tion.
garded by the civil authorities, are
ican, writes on the “bad-marriage”
dilemma? and the editor of the mag- not real marriages in the eyes of God
azine offers a preface in which he and in the eyes of the (Roman) Cathwrites: “Father Vann’s present arti- olic church.” The entire article is
cle deals with a special class of per- bound to fill the Protestant reader
sons: those involved in a canonically with amazement and consternation.
invalid marriage who wish to return Among other sentences we find this
one, which is certainly not lacking
to the church but to whom return
seems morally impossible. Persons clearness: “The woman who has enwhose marriage can be validated or tered into agreement to treat a man
who are presently considering a ‘bad as her husband, who cannot become
marriage’ can find no consolation in her husband according to God’s law,
it.” Yes, it is pretty hard for a per- has no obligation to fulfill this ason TV have a perfect legal marriage greement.” In other words, a wombranded as adultery in the eyes of an may under such circumstances,
the Roman Catholic church. Father simply walk out on her husband,
Vann minces no words as he states: since she was invei,gled into an “A“It is true that they (the contracting dulterous union.”
parties) sinned in contracting a marWe add only a few words. Every
riage which is no marriage at all, and faithful pastor must warn his parthat the church will receive them ishioners, both parents and young
back only when they renounce it . . . people, against this blasphemous
To cont.inue in it is sin . . . A con- teaching of the R.oman Catholic sect
tract has been entered into, which and make every effort to prevent a
is none the less a contract although marriage (or a marital promise) with
in the eyes of the church it is not a member of the Roman church. One
a matrimonial contract.” There is would hardly consider it possible for
very much more in this article, but such antichristian, anti-social teachthe gist of the discussion is clear, ing to be offered to the reading pubnamely that the Roman Catholic lic.
church refuses to regard a “mixed
-P.E.K.
marriage” as a marriage at all, and
persons contracting such a marriage
are guilty of a deadly sin, they are
NOTICE
TO SUBSCRIBERS!
living in adultery until they yield
to the demands of the papal laws.
Your subscription expires in the
A second article on the “bad-mar- month designated with your address.
riage” problem appeared in the June
-
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When the jailer at Philippi asked
the apostle: “What must I do to be
saved?” he received the simple answer: “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shalt be saved.” And
it is written: “Repentance and remission of sins shall be preached in
His Name.” There is no contradiction here, simply because repentance
is an act whereby God, through the
law, works the knowledge of sin and
leads the sinner, through the glorious power of the Gospel, to find
mercy, forgiveness, and salvation,
thus filling his heart with joy and
peace.
Every man’s conscience tells him
that there is a God. God’s law tells
him that he is a sinner in God’s
sight. Only as we study Holy Writ
we are properly brought to a knowledge and understanding of our burden of guilt in God’s sight. We become very grieved over our wickedness when we read such expressions
as Isaiah utters in chapter 43, vv.
24, 25.: “Thou hast made me to labor
(serve) with thy sins, thou has wearied me with thine iniquities.”
What a sad complaint from the
voice of our God! This is a direct
reference to the grief and shame and
agony which our Savior endured in
the Garden of Gethsemane and upon
the cross to atone for our sins. He
was “made to be sin for us, who
knew no sin, that we might be made
the righteousness of God in Him.”
Surely it ought to grieve us deeply that our many transgressions have
caused Jesus’ sufferings and bitter
woe, even death on the accursed
tree. The Gospel tells us that Jesus
took upon Himself the entire burden
of our sins as well as the sins of the
whole world. Unless God’s innocent
-

Son had taken our place under the
Law and fulfilled it for us, we would
be lost forever. But would you perhaps try to cover up some sin, perhaps because you think it not important enough to bother about? Against such an attitude the apostle
especially warns us, when he says:
“If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us. If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
The fact that we are sinners we
must ever acknowledge before God,
as we do in the Lord’s prayer. We
should also tell God that we are sorry that we have offended Him by our
disobedience and slothfulness, wickedness and neglect. If our sins cost
the Son of God His life then we too
should regard them as something serious, never overlooking the fact that
Jesus knows our every thought, word,
and deed, even our secret faults and
shame. To be hypocritical and dishonest in our confession of sins before God always spells disaster. Remember, it is written: “Whosoever
shall keep the whole Law, and yet
offend in one point, he is guilty of
all.”
On the other hand, a true, honest,
forthright, open confession before
God does not only unburden the heart
but fills the soul with peace and joy;
for when the believer responds to
the gracious call of the Gospel and
acts by faith and love, divine grace
proceeds from heaven in bountiful
measure. Hear Isaiah again: “I, even
I, am He that blotteth out thy transgressions for Mine own sake, and
will not remember thy sins.” 0 what
a marvelous message of grace and
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comfort to the troubled sinner! “The
blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
cleanseth us from all sins.”
No, not because we may have done
something good, or refrained from
committing evil. Forgiveness of sins
is not. of works, not merited, but by
NOTICE
TO SUBSCRIBERS!
grace alone, through faith, for Christ’s
Please notify Business Manager,
sake. For Jesus’ sake God has declared the whole world righteous, no Rev. E. C. Hallstein, 313 Iowa St. N.,
longer charging their sins against Clark, S. D., of any change of adthem. Whosoever believeth that Je- dress*
sus died also for him shall be saved.
Accepting this sublime and soulsaving truth in simple, child-like
faith is all that Almighty God reBUYYOURCOPYNOW
quires for salvation. No more. No
less. And having, by His grace?
through Word and Sacrament, come
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS of I
to faith in Jesus Christ as our perAnnual Convention of the O.L.C.
sonal Lord and Savior, daily rejoic(‘51) $1.50
ing in His salvation, may we ever
become more fervent in our desire to
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS of II
bring forth fruits of our faith to His
Annual Convention of the O.L.C.
honor, good works meet for repent(‘52) $2.00
ance, and thus praise and glorify
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS of III
God for His all-sufficient grace and
Annual Convention of the O.L.C.
mercy.
(‘53) $1.50
-0. G. S.
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Is This Cooperation Merely
In Externals
From

“‘The

St.

Louis

Lutheran”,

3Iay 2J., 1955.
‘Ceremonies in connection with
the 11’7th commencement of Concordia Seminary have been announced.
The baccalaureate service will be
held at Concordia church, Maplewood, on Thursday, June 2, at 8 p.m.
Speaker for the occasion will be Dr.
Jaroslav Pelikan, member of the Federated Theological Faculty of Chicago University and former member of
the faculty of the local seminary.”
So it is quite all right to have a
member of the “Federated Theological Faculty of Chicago University”
be the speaker at a seminary graduation!

From “The Lutheran“,
(United LUtheran ’ official periodical), May 25,
1955.
“Gettysburg - Seminary Week at
Gettysburg attracted capacity audiences to the lectures of leading American theologians. Dr. Jaroslav
Pelikan, Chicago, spoke on ‘Paul and
the Truth in Christ’, ‘Luther and the
Goodness of God’, and ‘Bach and the
Beauty of Holiness’.”
Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan (MO. Synod)
has been given the task of translating and editing the proposed edition
of Luther in English, undertaken by
Concordia Publishing House. Perhaps
somebody can explain the situation
to those of us who are trying to follow in the footsteps of Luther, Walther, Pieper, and other conservative
theologians of the Lutheran church.
-P. E. K.
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