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D.EVOTION AT THE OPEtNING OF THE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING, MAY 15, 1954
Reading : Psalm 13 3.
Let us pray: Lord Jesus Christ, who art both the Savior and the Lord
of Thy Church, and who hast been made unto us by God for wisdom, we come
to Thee in agreement with ‘Thy admonition: If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally. Since T’hou Thyself hast
stated that the last ages of the ,world would be times of sore distress, so that,
if it were possible, <the very elect would ,be led atray, help us to realize that
the devil, knowing that he has not ,much time, is walking about, seeking whom
he may dovour and, as the murderer from the #beginning, is striving to sow
the seeds nof discord and dissension among the believers everywhere, so that
Thy work in our ,midst lbe hindered and brought to naught. Let us withstand
the wiles of Satan and his henchmen at all ti~mes, clothe us with the armor of
Thy Word, having ,our loins girt about with truth, and having on the breast4
plate of righteousness, and our feet shod ,with the Gospel of peace, having the
shield of faith, taking the helmet of salvation and sword of the Spirit, so that
we may be able to stand against tihe wiles ,of the devil and, having done all, to
stand. Give us courage to confess Thee wherever we may be, yet at all times
speaking the truth in love, to the edification of men and to the glory .of Thy
holy name, for the sake of Thy bitter suffering and death, ,by which we have
Ibeen reconciled to the Father, so that we may serve Thee in everlasting
righteousness, innocence, and ‘blessedness, who with the Father and the Holy
Ghost livest and reignest forever and ever. Amen.
P. E. K.
-
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No No-Man’s Land
Between Truth
And Falsehood
It was recently reported that
J. Edgar Haover, head of thle
F.B.I., had stateId: “There is no
no man’s lanld between honesty
and ,dishonesty.” There is no
doubt tha.t this man should
know, for he and his men have
had years of experience in the
field.
We feel that this saying can
readily be applied in the field of
religion, fo.r there is truly no
no sntan’s land, no neutral territ.ory, no psenumbra between
t.ruth and falsehood in the field
of the Christian religion, where
the truth of God’s Word is concerned. What men confess and
teach is either true, that is, in
full agrleement with the Word
of God, or it is false and out of
harmony with Holy Writ.
We are fully aware !of the fact
that we may legitimately speak
of a field of adiaphora, of things
indifferent, in the domain of
casuistry, such as are touched
upon in Romans 14 and in I Cor.
8. In certain QUESTIONIS OF
LIFE God wants our judgment
to be guided by the circumstances of the case, and our answer will sometimes be positive
and sometimes negative. We
likewise are fully aware of the
fact that in that part of theolojgical learning which deals with
the introduction of the various
Biblical books different opinions
will not be divisive of church
fellowship.
However, wherever an,d whenever Holy Writ speaks clearly
and unequivocally
ON ANY
DOCTRINE, on anything that
-

God plainly teaches, then that
teaching ,must be accepted without quibbling ,and wit.hout compromise. It is obviously wrong
and therefore divisive of church
fellowship for any Lutheran
church body, as9 for example,
the American Lutheran Church,
to state: “We are firmly convinced that it is neither necessary nor possible to agree in all
non-fundamental .doctrines. . . .
Wle hold that the slight divergencies in language and point of
view
between
the
BRIEF
STATEMENT and the DECLARATION all lie in areas where
there exists an allowable and
wholesome latitude of theologieal opinion on the basils of the
Word of God.”
If that were true, then compromise and appeasement might
well become the ruling factor in
the Lutheran Church and all certainty with ‘regard to the truth
of Holy Writ would be *discarded.
Then Luther’s statement, “Upon
a single word, yea, upon a singI&
letter of the Word more depen’ds
than on heaven and earth,”
would be but the opinion
of an enthusiast,
an,d hi!s
stand at Marburg would rightly
be condemned as an outburst of
false enthusiasm.
There is ‘no no man’s land between truth and falsehood, and
even ten reports of an ACDP
will not change that fact.
P. E. K.

NOTICE
0. L. c.
CONVENTION
1954
Minneapolis, Minnesota
August 21-23, with the
P.astoral Conference Aug. 20
95 -

WE DO NOT JUDGE HEARTS
We Christians
are simple
souls. We judge what a man’s
faith and confession, attitude
and conduct, are, by the sight
of our eyes and the hearing of
our ears. We rare not suspicious,
cannot judge hearts and motives,
and are warned not to attempt it
by the Word of our God: “‘Love
thinketh no evil”. I Cor. 13:5.
We are, indeed, often deceived
when we take men at their word.
But it does us no harm if our
love is deceived, so long as our
faith is not hoodwinked and we
do not accept man’s word in the
stead of God’s Word.
Yet, “he that is spiritual
judgeth all things”, 1 Cor. 295.
We have a divine and infallible
standard of judgment which we
can apply, not to a man’s heart
indeed, but tlo his confession.
Our Lord requires us to apply
this standard and to judge accordingly when He commands,
Matthew 7:15, “Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly
they are ravening wolves”. Also
in 1 John 4 :I, “Beloved, believe
not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God:
because many false prophets are
gone out into the world”. And
in Romans 16 :17,18 He commands us: “Mark them which
cause divisions and offenses
contrary to the doctrine which
ye have learned; and avoid them.
For they that are such serve not
our Lord Jesus Christ, but their
own belly; and by good words
and fair speeches deceive the
hearts of the simple”.
But does the Lord not here
charge us to judge the personal
Christianity
of the f a 1 s e
teachers, and thus by implica-

tion to judge their hearts? No;
for He do.es not say: “Mark.
them which are belly-servers”.
He says: “Mark them which
cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine”. And then
He tells us of those “that are
such” that “they serve not our
Lord Jesus Christ, but their
own belly”. Also according to
this passage it is their doctrine
and confession that we are to
judge. By teaching contrary to
apostolic doctrine they are certainly not glorifying God’s grace
in Christ nor serving Christ.
The only case in which God
directs us to pass judgment on
anyone’s personal Christianity is
when in a Christian co,ngregation a former brother becomes
manifest as an impenitent sinner
and after repeated admonition,
culminating in the admonition of
the local congregation, still refuses to repent. Matthew 18.
Having no occasion or opportunity to fo.llow the stages of admonition prescribed by the Lord in
the case of one who is not and
does not profess to be in fellowship with us, we are also not
called upon to pronounce any
judgment
upon his personal
Christianity.
But we do judge
his dictrine wherever it departs
from God’s Word, and by our
very avoidance of religious fellowship. with
such a. false
teacher are already pronouncing
,such a judgment upon him in accordance with R.oman 16 :17,X
This judgment in action must
not be disregarded in any case,
whether a judgment in words be
added or not. If true doctrinal
statements are made by those
with whom we are not and cannot be in fellowship “until such
time as they can adhere to clear

Posters, tracts, and films havie
precept of Scripture”, then any
been
devised to make propacommendation of such statements must not be viewed as re- ganda. The editor remarks in the
versing our ,judgment in act, but article: “The above . . . plan . . .
must be viewed in the light of should be adopted on each organizational level”.
that judgment. Truth is truth,
no matter who says it. But if
Someone once told us not “to
such were confessing the full dig in the neighbor’s potato
truth of God’s Word, and taking
patch”. Here we have a set-up
confessional action in accordance which will demand that every
therewith, it would be our duty ALC pastor shall grant admisto practice fellowship with them. sion to the .Scout program in his
As long as they are not adhering
parish and have public propato clear precept of ,Scripture it ganda made for its unchristian
is our duty to remain separate religion, that it be taught, tolerfrom them. And again, we are ated, advocated in his parish.
not judging hearts and motives. Again we ask: Shall Missouri
We are merely obeying God’s protest also this new arrangecommand. “Lord, keep us stead- ment by the body with whom
fast in Thy Word”.
she claims to have entered into
---“do,ctrinal agreement” and which
body makes the same claim? But
does Missouri have a position on
A.L.C. Program
? Nay! That she
Scouti.sm
dropped to,o, and had no
For Scouting
choice. Since she adopted the
The A.L.C. has now a full- so-called “Common Confession”
time Scout Director, Mr. F. C. and tolerates
the heresies
Dunning, who, according to the of the “A Statement”
she
last Lutheran STANDARD, “is has had her lips a.nd her
so enthusiastic in his promotion
mouth closed. As Dr. &huh, the
of the whole #Scout program in President of th.e ALC remarked,
general and the Pro Deo et “We have no problems in the
Patria award in particular” that field of DOCTRINE AND PRAChe has proposed: 1. an ALC TICE ; but, after all, Missouri
Scout Committee (district level), doesn’t even know what DOC2. District Committee (area di- TRINE is, for she has arranged
rectors) “to promote Scouting for her two Seminary faculties
and the . . . award through the. to discover that and make a reBrotherhood of each congrega. port at some future date. If she
tion”, 3. Area Committee (par- does not know what doctrine is,
ish level) with the DUTY “to then how can she know wha.t is
carry out the plans and pro- correct and Scriptural practice ?
grams of the national and dis- Yes, we heard you ask the questrict Scout committee, devise tion: Just where does she stand
ways and means of promoting
then? You also have the answer.
Scouting in each congregation of
---the area, and emphasize the importance of the . . . award in the
Your Subscription
expires in the
life of the Boy Scout (and Girl
month designated with your address.
Scouts).
-
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Luther on Frequent
Attendance at
The Euchcrrist
In view of the fact tha.t doubts
have been expressed with regard to
the meaning of the words “as often
as” in I Cor. 11:26, it may be well to
add to the testimony
offered in the
ORTHODOX
LUTHERAN
THEOLOGIAN (Feb., 1954) .a few excerpts
taken
from
Luther’s
catechetical
writings. In his treatise “Admonition
Concerning the Sacrament of the Body
and Blood of our Lord,” of the ye’ar
1530, which is ,a searching inquiry
into the value and power of the Sacrament, the Reformer earnestly rebukes the indifference
and laxity
which was becoming
so noticeable
aft,er more than a decade of careful
instruction,
and he has a word of
sharp reproof for the pastors who
were not doing their *part in urging
their people to ,a frequent use of the
Lord’s Supper. He writes: “What are
we sitting for in such office, if we do
not want to make use of instruction
and admonition ? In this way the situation will not become better, but
probably worse, with us, worse than
popes, bishops, preachers, and monks,
who *also did not show :the proper care
for the people either, by way of instructing and admonishing them.” (St.
Louis Ed., 10, 2173.)
Luther concludes this section of his
trea.tise with the words: “Therefore I
want to give to the parish pastors and
preachers reasons why they should
admonish and allure people to the
Sacrament and present a few matters
in order to induce them that they
willingly
and without constraint go to
the Sacrament and receive it with
desire.”
(Col. 2174.) In the second
part of the treatise, in which Luther
treats of [the profitable use of the Sacrament, he emphasizes again that frequent a.ttendance is a chief item to be
kept in mind. He writes: “In the first
place, as I have &admonished above,
you are to take note of the word ‘in
remembrance of Me’ as one by which
Christ entices and ‘allures you, so that
-

you out of love .and gratitude and to
the praise and honor of His suffering
should gladly go to the Sacrament, or
at least ,be present gladly.”
(Col.
2196.) And in the next paragraph we
read: “If one abstains from the ~Sacrament and does not use it, there injury must follow and it cannot fail
that his faith with every new day becomes weaker and ,colder, whence it
furthermore
follows that he becomes
slothful and cold in love toward the
sluggish
a.nd disinclined
neighbor,
toward good works, unfit and unwilling to withstand
the evil, and the
longer it lasts the less desire he has
for the Sacrament, until he becomes
altogether weary to think of his dear
Savior, and thus becomes corrupt in
himself from day to day and has ‘an
inclination .and desire for all evil.”
And even more direct and emphatic
admonition
is presented in Luther’s
“Short Instruction
How One Should,
in Case of Epidemics,
Prepare His
a
p’art
of
the
longer
treatise
Soul,”
“Whether ,One May iFlee from Death.”
(Vol. IO, 2024 ff.) We read: “In the
second place, that every one reco,ncile
himself to the thought of death and
prepare himself for de’ath by making
confession and receiving the Sacrament, once every eight or fourteen
days.” It is also interesting
to note
that Luther repeatedly refers to his
own experiences with regard to frequent attendance at the Holy Commumon. One can gain much information with regard to frequent attendance at t.he Lord’s Table by carefully
studying
Lntlher’s
short
treatise
“When and How Often the Parish
Pastors Sh,ould Celebrate the Holy
Communion,”
which Luther in 1528
dedicated to Lazarus Spengler of Nuernberg. (Vol. 10:2256.) It will also
be very valuable to study Luther’s
exposition of the Sixth Chief Part in
his Large Catechism.
P. E. PC.
-PLEASE

REPORT ANY
OF ADDRESS

immediately
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CHANGES

so as to avoid errors.

The Christian Hiorne
V
CHILDREN

LN THE3 HOME

Note that the subhead of this short
essay speaks of children in the home,
specifically in the Christian home. It
is God’s will and order that holy wedlock should ordinarily be fruitful,
and
children are His blessings, they in
reality belong to Him. A prominent
American
physician
wrote,
a few
“In
reality,
none
of our
years ago:
children belong to us. God has established certain laws for the perpetuation of the race, ‘and our little darlings . . . all belong to God, who owns
them just as much as the manufacturer owns the fabrics turned out by
his mills. . . We are all God’s agents
for perpetuating
our kind, and He
has ordained certain laws to prevent
the race from becoming extinct”. Let’s
look at the Scriptural background for
the basis of our discussion.
We look first at God’s establ$ishment, will and order. The rule laid
down by God, in connection with the
creation of man, is simple and definite: “God blessed them, and God said
unto them, Be fruitful,
a,nd multiply,
and replenish the earth”. Gen. 1:28.
This divine direction
was repeated
after t>he Flood, Gen. 9 :1,7. Cp. Lev.
26:9. Fs. 128:3,4 states: “Thy wife
shall be as a fruitful
vine by the sides
of thine house, thy children like olive
plants round about thy table. Behold
that thus shall the man be blessed
that feareth the Lord”. And Paul’s direction is explicit:
“I will therefore
that the younger women marry, be’ar
children”. I Tim. 5:13. Thus the Lord
has set down His will and order.
I,n addition .to these fundamental
directions
we have the supporting
evidence of a great many passages of
Holy Writ. In Ps. 127:3-5 we are told:
‘%o, children ,a.re an heritage of the
Lord, and the fruit of the womb is
His reward. As jarrows in the hand of
a mi,ghty man, so are children of the
youth. Happy is the man that hath his
quiver full of them”. In Ps. 128:6 we
have an additional point in support of
-

the statement already quoted, namely: “Yea, thou shalt see thy children’s children, and peace upon Israel.”
Among the blessings mentioned by
the Psalmist we find: “He maketh the
barren woman to keep house, and to
be a joyful mother of children”.
Ps.
113 :9. ?m Gen. 49~25 it is said in an
altogether
matter-of-fact
way: “The
shall
bless
thee
with . . .
almighty . . .
blessings of the breast md of the
womb”. The situation is presented as
self-evident in holy wedlock.
Moreover, it is God who gives a&
who withholds the blessings of children. When Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore
him no children, even after many
years of married life, Gen. 16:1,2, the
Lord
promised
her a son, Gen.
17:17,19, and, with her name changed
to Sarah, she conceived, and bore
Abrah,am a son in his old age. Gen.
21:2; Hebr.
11:ll;
R.om. 4:18-20.
When Isaac entreated the Lord for
his wife, because she was barren, “the
Lord was entreated
of him, and
Rebekah his wife conceived”.
Gen.
25:21. When Boaz went in unto Ruth,
his wife, “the Lord gave her conception, and she bore a son”. Ruth 4~13.
It was the Lord who opened Leah’s
womb, Gen. 29:31. Somewhat later
we re,ad of R.achel, wh.0 had been barren, Gen. 29 :31b, that “God remembered Rachel and God hearkened to
her, and opened her womb. And she
conceived, and b,ore a son”. Gen.
30 :22,23.-On
the other hand, it was
evidently God who prevented Michal
from having children, II Sam. 6~23. It
was God who shut up Hannah’s womb,
I Sam. 1:15, ‘and who later remembered her, so that she bore .a son,
v. 19, 20. Cp. Is. 66~9.
We finally consider the attitude of
believing women with regard to their
In addition to the
having children.
example of Rebekah, of Rachel, of
Hannah, and others in the Old Testament, we consider the case of EXzabeth, who was so anxious to have a
son. Luke 1:7,13,36ff. W,omen in Bible
times ,considered it ,an affliction
laid
upon them if they did not bear children, for they were fully persuaded
that it was *he Lord who ,gave children and who withheld the blessing of
99 -

children. And to this day it is God who
is in charge of His creation, as it is
so beautifully
described in Job and
in Psalm 139:14-16.
While we, ,tierefore, fully recognize
the warnings
of St. Paul, I Thess.
4~5, and of St. Peter, I Peter 3:7, we
can accept neither the conclusions of
M.althus nor of the Neo-Malthusians,
much less those of the birt.h control
group. We follow Holy Writ also in
this teaching.
It is clear, then, that according to
Scripture, what is known as “pIanned
parenthood”, insofar and inasmuch as
i,t involves the ‘arbitrary and deliberate prevention of concep.tion, especially by mechanical devices manufactured for that purpose, is under the condemnation of the Lord. Luther, therefore, was particularly
vehement in
den,ouncing such practices, especially
in his last great classic, the exposition of the Book of Genesis, where any
one who is reasonably familiar
with
German, may consult him, particularly
in his explanation
of Gen. 30:1 and
Gen. 38:16-l& And, lest people accuse
us of narrowmindedness
in following
Luther’s exposition, we shall quote at
length from an article which appeared
in the magazine American
,&%&herhood when the modern .birt.h control
movement had taken hobd ,of a large
part of our population.
We read:
“There are always . . . the many sweet,
strong, beautiful women who are to
their husbands and their homes today, as their mothers ‘and gr,andmothers were before them, t.he ,true
helpmeets
for their husbands, and
though the great god Industry
h,as
taken from them the toil and burden
of manufac.ture,
they will still find
joy in labor for their loved ones, in
honest childbirth
and tender mother
care. . . Against these, however, are
the great numbers of women who are
,a hindr’ance and a drag to the men
they have married, women who marry
to be ‘supported’ and when not ‘supported’ in the style they consider becoming to their desires and social
standing, whatever that is, upbraid
nag, and condemn the man to whom
they are married . . . and who go into
hysterical
weeping, insane denuncia-

tion, and degrading supplication
for
delivery at the first faint whispering
from the Annunciating
Angel, while
(Oh, Heaven, forgive these women the
wrong!) the man will forget his honor, his manhood, his rights as ,a creative individual
and betake himself
loathingly,
sneakingly
along
back
ways like a criminal
to the family
doctor, and, with a lie on his lips sand
the bitterness of death in his heart,
beg him to come to his wife’s aid,
because ‘of her condition she is not
able to bear children’. The physician,
after hesitancy, after searching questions, .after all his .persuas8ion fails,
does what is demanded of him, feeling in his heart contempt for the
woman and genuine heartache for the
man, if he is a man. The woman goes
on her foolish way, bedecking her
empty head with flowers, holding out
her white,
useless hands for the
money her husband earns, sap,ping his
life,
wasting
hers,-never,
in all
frivolous,
surface life, knowin,g the
blessed touch of baby fingers in her
b.osom, never knowing the wonderful
cost of being a mofther; never knowing what it means to look into the
eyes of the man she loves and say, ‘I
gave you this, it is the great gift of
never knowing
what she
my life’;
has deprived him of when she deprives
him of the exquisite privilege of being
called ‘f,ather’. Heaven forgive ,her,
for she knows not what she doeslIs this woman, this . . . fashion-following, clothes-worshipping,
folly-loving woman, ‘an help meet for her
husband’? She draws aside her silke<n
skirts and averts her pretty face when
the painted
harlot
of the streets
passes by, !the ‘kept woman’, perhaps,
of some of her rich neighbors; but in
the sight of God, what is she ? Not a
h.arlot, not an adulteress, not low, nor
vulgar, or shameless, no. But sm!aller,
perhaps, in soul than some of these.
She has refused the obligations given
her with her body, shirked her responsibilities,
cheated and deceived
her husband, deprived the world of
her usefulness, and refused life to
her children and his,-if,
indeed, she
h,as not committed
wilful
murder.”
And according to reliable information,
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it is in our days frequently
the
whose selfishness causes him to
vent the birth of children. How
such behavior be squared with
Word of God?!
P. E.

man
precan
the
K.

TRUTH
FEARS
NOTHING
BUT
CONCEALMENT
,’
Dare to be brave-but
Truth will out!

A REPORT ON YOUR SEMINARY
When this number of the ORTHODOX Ilj;ClTH’ERAN
reaches
the homes of
its readers, the second semester of the second year of the Orthodox Lutheran
Seminary will have come to a ,close, and the members of the Orthodox Lutheran
Conference in particular
will be anxious to know just what the situation is.
The work of the last term went forward at a steady pace, with seven
students in the theological dep’artment and one student in the Normal class.
The following
courses were offered in the seminary
proper:
Dogmatics,
Lutheran
Symbolics, Homiletics,
with an additional
reading course in New
Testament Greek; Genesis (on the basis of the original), Teaching of Religion
(with special emphasis on practical work in Catechetics),
Church History
(from the Reformation to the present time), also ‘a special course in the Theory
and Practice of Missions .and Youth Work. In the Normal course an introductory course in Christian doctrine was given, the subject being “Knowing
the Truth.”
The total number of hours in the ,classroom amounted to more
than thirty. The response of the students was very satisfactory,
and the
results till now are definitely gratifying.
We are now looking forward to the falI semester, which is scheduled to
open on September 13, with a preliminary
opening service on the previous
Sunday. Several additional
s.tudents are expected at this time, but we are
hereby making a special appeal to all our readers to encourage young men to
enroll for the full theological course or for a p’art, depending upon whatever
previous training has been obtained. The requirements
for admission to the
seminary are graduation at least from a junior college or its equivalent, but
the training of a full college is desirable, in order to facilitate
good work in
the seminhry. For admission to the Normal Department
,graduation from a
good high school is required. All those who may be interested in the work of
the seminary and .desire additional
information
are invited to address their
requests to the undersigned.
We bespeak for your semi,nary your continued
support to the best of your consecration and ability!

intercession

and other

Professor P. E’. Kretzmann,
President of the Orthodox Lutheran
Seminary,
Res.: 3423 Upton
Minneapolis

Ave., N.
12, Minn.

Copies of the Concordia Triglotta,
The Book of Concord
in English-German-Latin
edition with the Historical
Introduction. Please correspond with Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Pres. of the Orthodox
Lutheran Seminary, Highland Station, Box 2604, Minneapolis 11, Minnesota.

WANTED:

-
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Blandina in Gaul and of Perpetua and Felicitas in Carthage,
and of men like Ignatius of Antioch, the seven martyrs
of
There are several incidents re- Ephesus, and others, the history
corded in the gospel of John of Christianity would offer a sad
which contain serious lessons picture indeed.
for all time, and especially for
The same must be said of the
us in the present circumstances.
Middle Ages, and especially durSt. John reports concerning
ing the time when the inquisithe appearance of the Lord on tion was at its height. At the
the evening of Easter Day:
time many of the devices and
“When the doors were shut methods employed by the judges
where the disciples were assem- were truly satanic in character,
bled for fear of the Jews”. Lock- and one may well understand
ed doors! Fear ,of the Jews!that the victims, seeing the inthese phrases have great signi- struments
of torture
before
ficance. Men living in terror of them or being subjected t,o unthe mighty, fearing for life and speakable pain, would break
liberty !-And
the other inci- down under the strain and yield
dent, also recorded in the fourth
to the wishes of the inqui’sitors.
gospel, tells us of the parents of And the effect of other measures
the man who had been born was probably
even greater.
blind, when they gavle evasive When the ruler of a country was
answers to the Jews: “These excommunicated, or when entire
words spake his parents, because provinces were placed under the
they feared the Jew*s”. This fear interdict, thus depriving people
and dread of men, this intimidaof the means of grace, the fear
ti>on on the part of those in au- of the authoriities, both civil and
thority, practically closed the religious, served to keep men in
mouths of these parents, so that subjection and make them amenthey did not dare to give a full acble to persuasion. The effect
testimony.
was very much like the brainwashing practiced by commuHistory reports many similar
incidents throughout the cen- nists in various parts of the
turies. In countless instances, eastern countries.
Today we have a new developespecially during the great persecutions of the Christians, fear ment before us, chiefly under
of the government, of those in the impact of hierarchical tacpower, caused members of the tics employed in various church
Christian ,Church to become bodies. That cruel and tyrannical
methods are used in certain
guilty of treason against their
Lord and Master. They were in- Roman Catholic countries has
duced to o.ffer incense before the been reported and corroborated.
image of the emperor; they de- But that coercion and intimidalivered copies of their sacred tion have been employed, and
books to the police; some of are being employed, even in
them even betrayed friends and Protestant denominations, is a
phenomenon which should fill us
relatives to the secular authorities. If it were not for the ac- with deep apprehension as to
counts of such women as future developments.

“For Fear of
The Jews”

-
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Laymen everywhere, already An Example of Vicious
trained to respect pastors and
church officials, are ,actually Anti-Christianism
being filled with fear of the conHoly Writ
clearly
teaches that
sequences, if they do not agree there is one great Antichrist, namely
with #the orders set before them:
the papacy under the leadership of
the Pope of R’ome, but that there are,
“‘They will be deprived of their
that
pastor.-They
will not be able to i,n ,addition, many “antichrists”,
is,
teachers
who
present
teachings
get another pastor.-They
will
,are contrary
to the FULL
be shut off from the benefits which
TRUTH
of ,God’s Word.
I John
connected with synodical mem- 2:18;4:2,3. In the same connection
.the
bership,” etc. Church officials holy apostle warns all true Christians
are moving into congregations,
not to believe every spirit, zbut to try
sometimes after wangling
a the spirits whether they are of God,
grudging invitation from ,a dis- because many false prophets are gone
gruntled church council ; pastors out into the world. Simply and dihave been, and are being ousted rectly the apostle states: “They went
upon un-Scriptural grounds, de- out. from us, but they were not of
went out that they might
prived of their homes, cut ,05fY :z’made they
manifest that they were not
from
communications
with
all of us”. I John 2 :19. These are
others who fear the power of the properly termed ,an)tichristian
&iZcials, etc. In short, the FEAR
teachers, and their doctrine is correctOF ME.N has ,taken hold of many ly called antichristianism.
church members and has paraThe holy apostle Paul pronounces
lyzed the work of faithful pas- judgment up.on teachers of this type
tors.
in his words to Timothy:
“If any
Our answer is found in Hebr. man teach otherwise, and consent not
13 :>6; ‘“He hath said, I will never to wholesome words, even the words
of our ‘Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
leave thee nor forsake thee. So doctrine
is according to holithat we may boldly say, The ness, he which
is proud, knowing nothing,
Lord is my Helper, and I will but doting about questions and strifes
not fear what man shall do unto of words, whereof cometh envy, strife,
me”.
railings, evil surmisings, perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and
P. E. K.
destitute
of the truth”. I Tim. 6:3-5.
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In this passage the adjective “proud”
is rightly
explained in a marginal
note as “puffed up, or 1if:ted up with
pride”. Ilt is this pride which often
causes false teachers to become vicious in their attacks on ,those who hold
the FULL TRUTH of Holy Writ.
Before us lies a document, a letter
addressed to a consecrated pastor and
teacher of the Word by ,a man who,
according to his own statement, “was
born in the shadow of the Lutheran
Church (MO. Synod), baptized, confirmed, but” (aad here we would underline every word of ‘the man’s actual
statement) “just receatly enlightened
to the fact that we are passing into
a new era of spiritual
fulfilment”.
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This boast, as will readily be seen,
places the writer beyond the pale, for
he is not writing as 0n.e who differs
with the Missouri Synod on the basis
of the “Common Confession”, but as
one who was instructed
in the
Catechism truths as commonly taught
in catechumen classes. However, he
has thrown the truth overboard, not
only by this declaration, bu.t also by
another sentence in ,t.he same paragraph : “Any one who is so narrow as
to maintain
that eternal
salvation
rests within the bounds of any religious doctrine should by all means
examine
himself
according
to his
‘flesh and blood’ inheritance.”
If this sentence means anything at
all, it declares that Christians, specifically orthlodox, evasgelical Lutheran
Christians,
mare to be *condemned if
they insist upon the FULL truth, and
that in spite of John 8:31,32 and Matt.
28:20, our Lord and Savior being the
speaker in both instances. He is the
King of Trut.h, and He expects every
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fobwer
of His to keep His words, not
to add thereto or to take therefrom.
The words of the writer attack the
Vera&y
of our blessed Savior and
tend to take men away from the fundamental truths of His W,ord. The
writer has attacked not only the dogmatic foundation
!of Holy Writ, but
the organic foundation
as well, and
one is strongly
inclined
to doubt
w.hether he still adheres to the personal foundation,
namely the Savior
Himself. This part of his letter, at
any rate, is plainly the result of an
antichristian
attitude.
But the le.tter is also an example of
a #most vicious attitude, which shows
a personal bitterness and vindictiveness, a condition of mind which is
diametrically
opposed to the spirit of
Jesus Christ. He states: “You are in
no position to appreciate ,a scientific
exposition
of TRUTH,
inasmuch as
spiritual
FAC,TS oppose your Pharisaic attitude of attempting
t,o appear
pious from the .outside while your
inward religion is full of dead men’s
bones”. And again: “The quot,ation of
the scriptures upon that shallow basis
of carnal reasoning is but a medium
of Satan in :a commercialized
kingdom
of a material creation”.
The writer
may be clear in his
own mind as to what he wants to say,
but he certainly has made a mess of
presenting #anything that resembles a
clear .argument. The reference to Rom.
11:25 made by the writer of the letter
makes absolutely no sense. And we
.
repeat that his attack is vicious, a
flagrant transgression
of the Eighth
Commandment,
If he really thought
that he could offer a refut,ation of the
Script.ural FACTS brought out in the
controversy in which he presumes to
take part, he should have done that
in a quiet and objective manner. As it
is, the p’assages quoted in the first
paragraphs
above apply to him. a
decent respect for the machinery
of
polemics should have restrained him
from writing
his letter. As it is, he a
has condemned himself;
and all who
side with him are in the same condemnation. May God have mercy on
their soul !
P. E. K.
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The Lutheran

Church in America

A Series of Articles

at Present

by M. Lehninger

(Note: These articles
are translated
from ‘the German,
as printed
in EvangelischLutherisches
Gemeinde-Blatt
of the Wisconsin
Synod with
the author’s
kind
permission,
but without
his review and revision.)

It was in the year 19,32 that the
Missouri
Synod accepted the Brief
Statement
of the Doctrinal
Position
of the Missouri Synod as an adequate
expression of its doctrinal
and confessional position. Three years before,
in the year 1929, it had rejected the
Intersynodical
or Chicago
Theses,
which had been ‘accepted by committees of the Iowa, Ohio, and Buffalo
Synods on the one side and by the
of the
committees
corresponding
Missouri
and Wisconsin Synods on
.the other side, as being an insufficient
basis for negotiations
*concerning the
establishment
of ‘church fellowship
between the Synodical ,Conference ,and
those three synods. While &his attempt to ,come to an understanding
had failed, a new church body m&de
its appe’arance already in the year
1930 under the name of American
Lutheran
Church, which originated
from a merger of the ,three hitherto
independent synods of Iowa, Ohio, and
Buffalo. And still in .the same year
there came into existence a larger
feder,ation between the newly formed
Lutheran
,Church,
the
American
Lutheran
Church,
{the
Norwegian
Lutheran
Free Church (Norwegian),
the Swedish Augus,tana Synod, and
the United Danish Lutheran Church,
which we know as the American
Lutheran Conference.
Besides the two large Lutheran
bodies just mentioned, our Synodical
Conference and the Americ’an Lutheran Conference, a third is to be inamed,
the United Lutheran Church. It is at
present the largest group of Lutherans in America, and was founded in
the year 1918. This took place by
three large synodical federations, the
General Synod, the General ,Council,
and the United Synod of the S$outh,
giving up ,their sep’arate identity and
merging into one body.

Efforts
to Brhg About a Union of
Lutheran Churches in America
Since 1932
In the year 1935 ,an invitation went
out from
the American
Lutheran
Church to the Missouri Synod with
the object of initiating
negot.i%ions
concerning
the possibility
of establishing church fellowship
by removal
of the doctrinal
differences
which
divided the two bodies. Missouri accepted this invitation and appointed a
committee
which should meet with
representatives
of the inviting church
body for the purpose of such negotiations. When these two committees
in a preliminary
way discussed the
question as to what plan should be
followed
in #the contemplated
doctrinal
negoti’ations
the Missourians
declared that they were bound by a
resolution
of their synod to insist
that these should be based upon the
Missourian Brief. Statement. The representatives of the American Lutheran Church complied, but felt obliged
to present on their part, a rather
lengthy declaration, known as Declaration of the Representatives
of the
A.L.C., in which they give expression
to their conviction concerning the doctrines treated in the Brief Statement.
After
the commissioners
of the
Missouri
S y n o d had
presen.ted
their report at the synodical convention in St. Louis in the year 1938 it
was finally
decided that the Brief
Statement together with the Declaration of the representatives
of the
American Lutheran Chur.ch and with
the R,eport of its Committee No. 16
received by the synod should be regarded as the doctrinal basis for a
church fellowship
later to be established between the two bodies.
In the fall of 1938 the American
Lutheran Church at its convention in
Sandusky, Ohi.0, received the Brief
Statement and the Declaration of its

---IQ5 -

representatives
as sufficient for the
establishmem
of church fellowship
with Missouri. No mention was made
of the decisions of Missouri’s
Committee No. 16; they seem to have
gotten lost between St. Louis ‘and
Sa.ndusky. Furthermore
the Synod at
Sandusky expressed the ,opinion that
it is neither possilble nor necessary to
agree in all nonfundamental
doctrines
of the Bible.-Please
note that these
so-called
nonfundamental
doctrines
are clearly and plainly contained in
They are therefore
Holy Scripture.
to be received and believed as divine
!truth the same as the fundamental
doctrines. Because without the knowledge ,of these latter a man cannot be
saved they are called fundamental.
Other Scripture
doctrines,
on the
other hand ,are called ,nonfundamental because a sinner, even without
the knowledge of them, can come to
faith in his Savior and so to salvation.-Moreover
it w,as established at
the synodical ,convention in Sandusky
th.at the American Lutheran
Church
was not willing to give up its membership in ,the American
Lutheran
Conference, sand that it c,onfesses itself to the Brief Statement
in the
light of its own Declaration
(Declaration of the Representatives
of the
A.L.C.)
In accordance with the arrangements ‘of the Synodical
Conference
the resolutions of our sis,ter synod of
Missouri
regarding
the agreemem
with the American Luther.an Church
were before our synod for evaluation
in its convention in the year 1939. Our
synod hereupon took two steps. It
declared the effort of Missouri to have
their brethren in faith in the Synodical Conference reach the conviction
that the long controverted
questions
of doc,trine no longer stood in the
way of a union between us ‘and our
former opponents, and that full agreement had been reached in all points
of divine doctrine, on the basis of
three different
documents, to have
failed.
It further
urgently
warned
Missouri not to engage in further
efforts to draw together
with the
American Lutheran Church until that
body, by an unambiguous declaration

of its position toward Holy Scripture
as the infallible
Word of God, which
is therefore binding for us in all its
utterances, also in the so-called nonfundamental
doctrines, had removed
the hindrances in the way *of fruitful
negotiations,
and thereby awakened
the confidence that it was willing,
without any ifs or buts, t,o place itself with us under the judgment
of
the divine Word. Missouri, however?
did not follow our well mea& w,arning, but continued the negotiations
wi:th the American Lutheran Church.
Following
a desire, expressed both
within and outside its own circles, for
a single document in which the settlement and removal of the old doctrinal
disputes should be demonstrated in a
way that cou1.d be generally understood ,the committees
of the two
synods striving
for union brought
forth in the year 1944 the Doctrin%E
Affirmation
(assertion of *agreement
in do,ctrine). This d,ocument, however,
found little favor in any quarter; the
American
Lutheran
Church in 1946
even rejected it by resolution as unsatisfac,tory.
Charact,eristic of the spirit prevailing in the American Lutheran ;Church
is a resolution of this church, adopted
in 1942, upon ,the b%sis of the Pittsbur,gh Agreement,
the Brief Statement in the light of the Declaration
of their
representatives,
,and this
Declara,tion itself, to enter into pulpit
and altar fellowship
either with the
Missouri Synod or with the United
Lutheran Church or with both at the
same time. In order to make the scope
of this resolution fully intelli.gible to
our readers something must here be
appended with regard to the Pittsburgh Agreement.
I,t consists in an
agreemen,t of the United Lutheran
Church (U.L.C.) and the American
Lutheran Church (A.L.,C.), which was
announced in the year 1939. In it the
doctrine of S’cripture as being in all
its utterances the inerrant Word of
God and of its ve&al inspiration
is
denied. A further light is ,cast upon
the spirit
then ,prevailing
in the
American
Lutheran
Church by an
utterance
at its conven,tion in the
year 1947. It declared, n’amely, that
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it was tired of setting up specific
doctrinal
theses for the attainment
of unity between the hitherto separate
churches. Evidently
it felt lthat such
pre,cisely formul,a,ted doctrinal theses
were a sort of straitjacket,
for it
spoke in this conne,ction of a wholeallow’able
Latitude
of
some and
theological opinion upon the basis of
the doctrinal utterances of the Word of
God.
Again and again we sought to convince our sister synod, whether in the
smaller circle of committees
or in
Memorials
of our synod to the
Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod, that
the unionistic
spirit manifest. in the
resolutions and dealings of the -4merican Lutheran
Church imperatively
demanded t.he breaking ofi of the negotiations
which h,ad already been
conducted far too long. But all our
warnings and protests were in vain.
Our sister synod encouraged its committee for union megotiations to ,continue its efforts together
with the
committee
on church fellowshiu
of
the American
Lutheran
Church to
find a union formula which would be
‘acceptable to all participants.
Much toil w,as expended upon this
project until as its firm1 result ,the
Common Confession could be laid before
both
participating
churches.
Missouri in its synodical convention at
Milwaukee in the year 1950 accepted
it as an adequate settlement
of the
previously
existent
doctrinal
differences of the two churches. And later
in the same year the Americ’an
Lutheran Church $also confessed itself
to this document as submitted by its
committee on church fellowship.
Our
synod, to which the Common ,Confession was submitted for examination,
rejected it in the year 1951 in New
Ulm, Minn., as utterly and entirely
inadequate. After two more years in
which we did not cease our efforts to
move the 3Iissouri Synod to rescind
the acceptance of the Common Confession{ C.C.), the Missouri Synod convention at Hous.ton, Texas, in 1953
reaffirmed the acceptance of the document whi,ch had taken place three
years before. In addition it resolved
to cominue the discussion with the

-

of
the
American
representatives
Lutheran Church for the purpose of
bringing
about
church
fellowship.
What our synod was impelled to do
on occasion of its sessions in Watertown, Wis., ia August ,of last year
and the resolutions which were adopt.ed at the postponed
session at
Bethesda
Church,
Milwaukee,
in
0,ctober have been previously repor’ted in the Gemeinde-Bl.att.
“We are perplexed,
but not in
despair” (2 Cor. 4:8) ; yea, perplexed
as to the continuance of the Synodical
Conference, which has so long been a
bulwark of Lutheran orthodoxy. But
we are not in despair. ,Even if the
Synodical
Conference
and Missouri
.and Wisconsin, the Slovak and Norwegi’an Synods, should fall to ruin;
yet “there is *a river, the streams
whereof shall make glad the city of
God, the holy place of the tabernacles
of the most High. God is in the midst
of her” (and we likewise as the children of God); “she shall not be
moved: God shall help her, and that
ri,ght early.”
We pray:
“Thy hand is never shortened,
All things must serve Thy might;
Thine every act is blessing,
Thy pat.h is purest light.
Thy work n,o man can hin.der,
Thy purpose none can stay,
Since Thou to bless Thy children
Wil,t always find a. way.”
-Translated
by W.H.M.
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WITHDRAWN?

It is interesting
Do note that a Youth Workers Conference will be held
this summer in O.akland, California,
Henning, Minnesota, and Bronxville,
New
York. These three Conferences will consist in “two weeks of prat&al
expefienee in the leadership of the youth group of t’he church for: pastors, teachers,
and other adult youth CounseIors, jointly
sponsored and conducted by the
Walther League and the Board for Young People’s Work of The Lutheran
Church-Missouri
Synod.”
It is rmteworthy t,hat at least seven of the scheduled speakers .are signers
of the infamous A Statement of 1945. Already way back in 1947 Dr. Behnken,
President of the Missouri Synod, stated in an open meeting of more than- 70
pastors, that A Statement, as its words read, contains “doctrinal
aberrations”
which are “in themselves potentially
divisive of fellowship.”
In the years to
follow, however, it became obvious that the officialdom of the Missouri Synod
did not want to adhere to God’s W,ord any longer as the Common Confession
adopted ,by the Missouri Synod and the American Lutheran Church in 1950 so
clearly proved.
In view of ,the fa)ct. that the Walther League of the Missouri Synod has
been a nest for #the Statementarians,
it is not too much of a surprise to US
that many of the speakers for these Youth Workers Conferences are Statementari’ans. That which saddens us, however, is the fact that congregations
who want their pastors and teachers to teach God’s Word to ,them and their
children, can permit them to att.end any of t,hese so-called Youth Workers
Conferences .to be indoctrinated
by false prophets! What parent, in his right
mind, would give his child a cup of poison to drink?
M. L. N.
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