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STATEMENT 
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To Make known the teachings, 
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To Offer evidences that the LU- 
theran Church is Not a sect, anb 
Not a New church, but rather a con- 
tinuation of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior; 

To Show what Tlrue Lutherans Must 
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False Lutherans and their Aberra- 
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Brief Statement of 1932, and our 
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Mr. K. G. Barry Mr. A. W. Schupmann 

GRADUATION 
The .ORTHODOX LUTHERAN SEMINARY of Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, will conduct graduation exercises on Monday evening, JanuN 
ary 2 5, at 8 P.M. Two senior students, Mr. Arthur W. Schupmann, 
whose -graduation was announced in last month’s ORTHODOX LU* 
THERAN, and Mr. Kenneth Gene Barry, who had contemplated taking 
additional work through another semester but has, after due consultation 
with the Faculty, decide.d to conclude his studies at this time. 

Parents, friends, visitors, in particular the members of our local 
Holy Trinity congregation, are most cordially invited to attend this 
divine service. This first graduation of students from our O.L.C. Semi* 
nary is indeed a great event in the history of our Orthodox Lutheran 
Conference, which was organized by the grace and power of God but a 
little over two years ago. 

/ 

I 
The service takes place at Holy Trinity church, ,located on Lyndale 

and 30th Avenues North, Minneapolis. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, president 
of the Seminary, will present the diplomas, Prof. W. H. McLaughlin 
will serve as liturgist, and the ,pas,tor loci, 0. G. Schupmann, will deliver 
the sermon t,o the graduates and guests. 
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HYPOCRISY 
If we consult any concordance of 

the Bible, we are bound to note that 
the Lord’s description of, and also 
His condemnation of, hypocrisy is 
very sweeping. The word “hypocrite” 
is applied to one whso, according to 
the etymology of the term, is an ac- 
tor, specifica.lly a poo.r actor, one who 
tries to hide his real self behind a 
mask of falsehood, whether that be 
in the matter lof doctrine or of life. 
Hypocrisy is the great game of cover- 
ing up, of hiding true intentions with 
the purpose of leading ,others astray. 

What does the Bible say about hyp- 
ocrisy ? The .apostle Paul refers to 
men wzlo were “speaking lies in hyp- 
ocrisy,” I Tim. 4:2, that is, such as 
were fully conscious of their seduc- 
tive purposes and yet were teaching 
doctrines that were not in agreement 
with the actual confession of their 
mouths. This is what Lut.her means 
in the exposition of the First Petiti,on, 
when he states: “But he that teaches 
and lives otherwise than God’s Word 
teaches, profanes the name of God 
am,ong us.” And yet such persons 
do thi.s with a show of orthodoxy and 
piety which deceives many people. 

Jesus was very emphatic in de- 
nouncing hypocrisy in teaching. In 
a stern rebuke addressed to the 
Scribes and Pharisees He tells them: 
“Outwardly ye appear righteous unto 
men, but within ye are full of hyp- 
ocrisy and iniquity.” Matt. 23 :28. 
According to the report given in Luke 
12:l the Lord began to ,say to His 
disciples first of all, “Beware ye of 
the leaven of the Pharisees, which is 
hypocrisy.” Just what is included in 
such hypocrisy is stated in Matt. 
16:6,12: “Beware of the leaven of th& 
Pharisees and Sadducees. . . Then un- 
derstood they how that He bade them 
not beware of the leaven of bread, 
but of the doctrine of the Pharisees 
and of the Sadducees.” 

Jesus applied the woyd “hypocrite” 
also to such as tried to hide their 
real intention under the guise of a 
bland ,good will. When the question 

of paying tribute to Caesar was 
brought to His attention, He told the 
messengers of the Pharisees and the 
Herodians : “Why tempt ye Me, ye 
hypocrites?” Matt. 22:X With all 
their disguise they could not hide 
their real intentions before His om- 
niscience; their play-acting was ex- 
posed by the Lord. In a similar way 
Jesus reproved those who, although 
themselves guilty, tried to hide their 
guilt *behind .a blustering rebuke of 
another. Luke 6:42. 

On the positive side the teaching of 
the Word of God is brought out in 
various statements. In James 3 :I7 
we are told: “The wisdom that ia 
from above is first pure, then peace- 
able, . . . without hypocrisy.” With 
t.his agree,s the admonition of the 
apostle Peter, I Pet. 2:l: “Wherefore 
laying aside all malice, and all guile, 
and all evil speakings.” Dissimula- 
tion and hynocrisy are not in agree- 
ment with the Word of Him who did 
no sin, neither was guile found in His 
mouth, I Pet. 2~22. 

These statements of Scripture con- 
tain some very important. lessons for 
everyone who is concerned about pat- 
terning his conduct after that of Him 
whose life is the great example and 
pattern to mall true children of God. 
For hypocrisy may easily reach the 
stage when it deceives ‘even him who 
is guilty of such behavior in doctrine 
and in life. 0f this nature was the 
conduct sf David during the ye= 
after his double transgression, that of 
adultery and that #of murder. Such 
was also the behavior of Ananias and 
Sapphira when they tried to hoodwink 
the. apostle Peter. 

What the Lord requires of every 
true Christian is openness and truth 
in w,ord and deed. People who try to 
persuade themselves tha.t their false 
teaching is true will eventually get 
the idea that they are right. Tha.t is 
evidently the case with the theolog- 
ians of confusion in our days. And m 
for the behavior of those who profess 
to be Christians and then are found 
practicing the things of this world, 
they are guilty of hypocrisy which 

(Continued on next Page) 
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Pereunt-et 
IMPUTANTUR 

(Inscription found in un old clock: 
“They-the minutes and hours--pass 
away, and they are charged-to us.“) 

The hours pass, the days go by, 
The stream of years flows on; 
With lightning speed the spring of life, 
The years mature, are gone; 
They perish like the mist of morn 
Which does not see the day, 
And like the beating of the heart 
The minutes pass away. 

And they are charged, in God’s ,account, 
To edry man on earth, 
And they do measure, by His will, 
Each human being’s worth, 
How we have spent the precious time 
Received as gift from Him, 
Before the sands of life run out 
And eyes grow old and dim. 

Then let us, by the grace of God, 
So number all our days, 

‘And let us, in the strength of God, 
Take heed of all our ways, 
That we redeem the precious time, 
The minutes and the years, 
That we may not, when life is spent, 
Repent with bitter tears. 

Our times are in His hands alone: 
Then let us gladly spend 
The minutes and the hours and days, 
And let us so attend 
To ev’ry task He gives to us 
That it be gladly done, 
That in the strength which He provides 
Our course be safely run: 

-P.E.K. 

(Continued from Page 4) 

is sharply rebuked by the apostle, 
Rom. 12:2. We need to be constantly 
transformed by the renewing of our 
mind. 

Here is a mirror for bot.h doctrine 
and practice in our lives. Let us not 
be afraid to look into this mirror! 

-P.E.K. 

Scripture Alone 
Is the source and norm of all (our) Chris- 

tian doctrine Andy life. God grant that we 
ever retain that principle and allow no one, 
not even an angel from heaven, to teach any 
other doctrine among us. 

Again and again the false report is is- 
sued, or might we in charity construe it as ‘an 
ignorant criticism, that the ,ORTHODOX Lu- 
theran Conference is bent upon upholding 
the Dogmatics of Luther, or Walther, or 
Pieper, or Bente, etc. .As a reminder, though 
we have mentioned it repeatedly in our 
pages, we dare to quote these men fre- 
quently. and as authorities in orthodox Chris- 
tian circles in order to demonstrate clearly 
that WE ARE NOT. the guilty ones when it 
comes to changing doctrines and having 
loose practices, but are with due gratitude 
to Almighty God willingly and humbly walk- 
ing in the footsteps, speaking with the lips, 
of the Christian Church down through the 
ages, always abiding by the Word of God. 

Usually the articles appearing, especially 
those of a doctrinal nature, are loaded wit)r 
Scripture references. Why does the critic not 
refute them? Why harp on the fact that I or 
another quote a reliable Church father? Nay 
the world loveth not the lover of the truth! 
We still challenge the courts of the church 
or state to prove that pastors or congrega- 
tions within the O.L.C. have changed one 
iota of the doctrine “which they have been 
taught” and learned from the study of 
Sacred Scripture. It is Gad’s work of grace 
that we have and confess the full truth, and 
tie have His promise to uphold us in .such 
glorious confession of His name among men. 

And in conclusion-we cordially invite all 
true lovers of the WORD to “Come with us, 
and we will do ‘thee good.” 

PLEASE>: Tn sending orders for rc- 
leases or ordering or re-subscribing 
to the ORTHODOX LUTHERAN do 
not send check to the Orthodox Lu- 
theran Conference but to the ORTHO- 
DOX L U T H E R A N. Subscriptions 
make excellent gifts. 
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FAITH 
IV. 

Our last meditation in this series on 
the meaning of faith was devoted to 
the topic of strong trust in the Lord. 
This trust must, as a mat.ter of fact, 
be based on the faith which accepts 
Jesus Christ as a person’s personal 
Savior. If any one knows that all his 
sins are forgiven for the sake of Him 
who c’ame down from heaven to take 
upon Himself the burden of our sins, 
so that the handwriting of ordinances 
that was against us, which was con- 
trary to us, was blotted out, Col. 2:14, 
and then applies this truth to himself, 
he has found the one way to heaven 
and God and is an heir of eternal life. 
This certainty, as is commonly said, 
is the irreducible minimum of faith. 
No matter how weak and small it may 
be, the Lord has promised that He 
will not break a bruised reed, nor 
would He quench the smoking flax, 
that is, the smoldering wick of the 
smallest lamp. Is. 423; Matt. 12:20. 

Yet the Lord does not want Chris- 
tians to be satisfied with this mini- 
mum of faith. As we are to grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior, He expects us to 
develop and strengthen our trust in 
His Word, which alone can build us 
up and edify us in agreement, with 
His will. For in this way we shall also 
strengthen our personal trust in our 
Lord and His care for us, so that we 
will follow His directions in all mat- 
ters of this life. 

This fact is brought out very beau- 
tifully in that great chapter which 
discusses instances of heroic faith, of 
trust in the heavenly Father’s care for 
His children on earth, namely He- 
brews eleven, The topic of this power- 
ful chapter is given in the first verse, 
which reads, in the King James Ver- 
sion: “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.” A literal translation 
of the words would read: “Faith is a 
conviction of the mind concerning 
things hoped for, a certainty of 
.things not seen.” In other words: 
Where the right relation between a 
person and the one true God has been 

established, the mind and heart will 
have a conviction, an unshakable 
trust, that our lives and affairs are in 
.the hands of a loving God, whose 
counsel is indeed often inscrutable, 
but who brings all matters to a glor- 
ious conclusio,n. It is true that the fu- 
ture is hidden from our eyes, and that 
fact comes to us especially at the be- 
ginning of a new year. In other words, 
we are confronted with things which 
we cannot as yet see. Yet we have the 
certainty, the sure trust,, that all 
things work together for good to those 
who love God. As an American poet 
has written: “God scatters sunshine 
in the trail iof every cloud,” a fact 
which we acknowledge, not with an 
uncertain sentimentality, but with a 
conviction drawn from the many pas- 
sages of Holy Writ, especially in, the 
Psalter, which call our attention to 
that fact. 

Let us t.ake a look at some of &he 
great heroes of faith briefly charac- 
terized in Heb. eleven. There was Abel, 
who had the firm conviction that God 
would accept his sacrifice, not because 
of any merit or worthiness in him, 
but because of his belief in the right- 
eousness which would be his in the 
Seed of the woman of whom his par- 
ents had told him. There was Enoch, 
of whom it is stated that he pleased 
God, whom he was diligently seeking, 
because he believed in the promised 
Redeemer and trusted .in His .mercy. 
There was Noah, who. accepted the 
Word of God with regard to his de- 
liverance by means of the ark which 
God directed him to build, since his 
faith rested in the righteousness 
which was imputed to him in the pro- 
phetic sayings of the patriarchs. There 
was Abraham, who trusted in the 
promise of God that he would receive 
a country for himself and his descend- 
ants and therefore yielded a perfect 
obedience. And this same patriarch at 
God’s command offered up his only 
son, since he had t.he full conviction 
that the Lord could bring back Isaac, 
even from the dead. There was Sarah, 
who was far past the age of ordinary 
child-bearing and at first wavered in 
her trust, but afterwards recovered 

(Continued on next page) 
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her conviction that God’s promise 
would not fail and found her faith 
rewarded in the most wonderful man- 
ner. And the same lesson is connected 
with the other believers who ‘are listed 
in Heb. eleven, every one of whom 
should be an example to all believers 
of the New Testament. 

These are lessons which we should 
heed at all times. Some one has said 
that we are such puny, vacillating 
people in our trust in God that we 
spoil our own chances of obtaining 
from Him what we need for ourselves 
and for the work in His kingdom. Yet 
He has promised that nothing shall be 
impossible to us if we are engaged in 
;the work which He has entrusted to 
us. By studying the didactic (teach- 
ing) and the comforting sections of 
the Bible, especially the Psalter and 
the letters of the New Testament (as 
they explain the gospels), we shall 
develop just that kind of trust which 
our heavenly Father desires to find 
in us. I? E. K. 
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Orthodox Lutheran Conference 
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A New Year’s Devotion 
I do not know 
What future days will bring, 
Whether for me 
The summer birds will sing, 
Whether next fall 
Will paint the woods for me, 
Whether my eyes 
Christmas again will see; 
But for all this 
I will not doubt or fear: 
One thing I know, 
That God is near. 

I do not know 
What is in ‘store’ for me, 
Whether my days 
Will dark and gloomy be, 
Whether my heart 
Will feel affliction’s load, 
Whether my feet 
Will travel sorrow’s road; 
Yet shall not this 
Fill me with terror here : 
One thing I know, 
That God is near. 

Yea, this I know, 
That Christ was born for me, 
For He came down 
To set the sinners free; 
I am God’s child 
By faith in Christ: the Lord; 
I am His heir 
According to’ His Word. 
And therefore I 
Shall h3ve a glad new year: 
One thing I know, 
That Gsnd is near. 

-P.E.H. 



That Chicago 
Study Club 

There was a time when we enj,oyed 
attending the ,Chicago Study Club 
qitl;a brethren to discuss vital issues 
of the Lord’s kingdom, land once we 
vainly hoped that this ,a,ggressive 
group would finish its talking and 
begin some direct action against er- 
ror in doctrine, and practice, particu- 
larly with reference to the church 
body to which the members belonged. 

Of course the time came when we 
realized that the Word of ,almighty 
God demanded .action, ‘and by obvious 
necessity on an individual basis. And 
so, since God’s Word demanded obed- 
ience and acti,on, we personally took 
issue and took the dire consequences 
at the hands of church hierarchy a.nd 
tyrannical officials through misguid- 
ed congregations. And when the fire 
had developed to a great conflagra- 
tion, a ,God-pleasing separation took 
place, whi,ch to this very day has filled 
our hearts with ,peace and #blessings 
beyond metiure. 

The weakness of having lost the en- 
couragement and support of a. church 
organization which we thoroughly en- 
joyed through a period of many years 
was supplanted by an overwhelming 
measure of divine strength and com- 
fort and confidence that makes the 
f,ormer association a dim memory. 
God is with us; WHO CAN BE 
AGAINST US ? 

We feel that we must make men- 
tion of the Chicago Study Club as 
a perfect example of ‘a group of pas- 
tors who know what is right and 
wrong according to Scripture, but for 
fleshly reasons or due to a refusal to 
take their reason captive to clear 
Scripture still refuse to obey the 
Word of God and demonstrate a 
Christian confidence in the grace of 
God more th.an in the fellowship of 
men. Or have their mouths and ac- 
tions been suppressed and muzzled be- 
yond help? To them we also preach: 
“One is our Master, ,Tesus Christ, the 
Lord.” 

Missouri and Wisconsin 
Both the Lutheran Church-Missouri Sy- 

nod and the Joint Synod of Wisconsin and 

Other States will send their highest offi- 

cials to CI meeting in the month of Jan- 

uary (24 and 25) to discuss the various 

issues pertaining to doctrine and practice 

which “threaten” to separate them from 

fellowship in the Synodical Conference. 

The Wisconsin Synod is sitting down with 

officials who have openly declared that 

they will not retreat from the position they 

huve t&en. Hence you, deur reader, will 

know in advance just how far Wisconsin 

will get with Missouri. 

But the trouble is this: What will Mis- 

souri do with Wisconsin? The former has 

already dragged the latter into manifest 

transgressions of God’s inviolate Word. 

The means used to do so are purely human 

and sinful. Again and again Wisconsin 

has been told that Missouri has set its 

course toward a unionistic and ungodly 

fellowship with erring church bodies as she 

herself has become, and yet Wisconsin 

dares vainly to hope to “negotiate” with 

her unfaithful brother of the past in con- 

fessing truth, and will be ensnared to walk 

with Missouri the path of least resistance. 

May God grant His Spirit to strengthen the 

hands and minds of the sincere and faith- 

ful believers who may have opportunity at 

this meeting to testify unto the full truth 

of His Word, and give them the needed 

strength and fortitude, so that His name 

may be hallowed at least by such as truly 

love Him and are obedient to His Word, 

or fill them with the determination: “AS 

for me and my house, we will serve the 

lord,” even though it should mean, as in- 

deed it does, final and complete separation 

NOW. 

NOTICE 
BE SURE TO RENEW YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTIONS PROMPTLY 
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right sense refused t,o teach the 
Scriptural doctrine on the work of 
Christ and thus became guilty of a 
church-divisive ,position. Only three 
pastors remained in full membership 
in the Lutheran Church, and they 
certainly had a hard row to hoe. 
They were hated especially for their 
unequivocal declaration that true Lu- 
therans must avoid all those who 
te.ach falsely by separating from 
them. The opponents used the cus- 
tomary arguments as we have learned 
to know them also here in America, 
namely that a large church body 
gives its members greater security, 
especially by way of support in a 
man% old age. Even the relatives of 
some of the pastors made every at- 
tempt to keep one or more pastors 
from leaving the state church, using 
the challenge: “On just what are you 
going to live, if you are separated 
from the large body ?” 

In these circumstances it was not an 
easy matter to remain true to the clear 
demand of the Word of God, but the 
three pastors who were finally left 
did not flinch. ‘They gathered the 
sound Lutherans who, like themselves, 
were convinced that they must leave 
the large heterodox group. The re- 
sult was that there were small 
group,s in v,arious parts of Finland 
who stood firmly on the Lutheran 
Confessions, a.s they espoused the 
truth of Holy Writ in its entirety. 

,On January 3, l953, one of the 
three pastors was called to his eternal 
home. At the present time, therefore, 
only two pastor,s have taken upon 
their shoulders the task of furnish- 
ing the scattered true Lutherans with 
the full truth. Pastor Salonen is n’o 
more with them, but the other pas- 
tors, Uppala and Valve, are carrying 
on. May their example serve to pro- 
voke very many, also in our country. 

P.E.K. 

A Lesson from Our 
Finnish Brethren 

We of the Orthodox Lutheran Con- 
ference have been sneeringly referred 
(to as a “splinter group,” that is, 
an infinitesimally sm’all group of 
what uninformed or ignorant ,people 
have branded a disgruntled society of 
schismatics. We know, -of course, that 
no man has as yet been able to point 
out even one doctrine. in which we 
have erred, rat.her, some of the lead- 
ers in other Lutheran organizations 
have admitted that our position is cor- 
rest. We also know, to our sorrow, 
that not a few folks belonging to the 
Missouri Synod fully agree with us, 
and they are hindered from joining 
us only by the fear of the Mighty 
MO, since to break away from that 
church body will subject all dissenters 
to various f,orms of church tyranny, 
as a number <of pastors and others 
have found out. It is the fear of men 
and the dread of suffering some form 
of persecution that are keeping con.- 
f essors away. 

In this situation we, fortunately, 
have several historical facts to en- 
courage us. Some time ago we re- 
ferred to the Bleckmar Mission, an 
undertaking which is centered in 
South Africa and is supported by 
only a handful of conservative Lu- 
therans, whom the Lord has never- 
theless blessed in a mo.st remark- 
able manner. 

In this ‘short paper we refer to 
another group of staunch Lutherans, 
who have gone through various vicis- 
situdes, trials, and tribulati,ons be- 
cause of their firm adherence to the 
full truth of Scripture. The group 
which we have in mind is that of 
the F r e e Evangelical Lutheran 
church of Finland. This church came 
into being some thirty year,s ago, 
when the official church of .Finland 
departed from the full truth and from 
the Lutheran Confessions. Originally 
there had been more pastors and 
members, but a number of those who 
had seemed to be conservative in the 

* 
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Loyalty to Synod Versus Loyalty to God 
After the Church of Christ and the Apostles, which had for centuries been hidden under 

the fal’se teaching and the antichristian ceremonies of the papal curia, had once more 

emerged to the light, especially after 1530, when the first specific confession of the Church 

which now bore the name Lutheran had been accepted, the government of the various churches 
was largely in the hands of the rulers in the respective countries. It was, to use a technical 

term, a form of Caesaropapism, that is, a rule by secular authorities, and the slogan was 

accepted more and more: Cuius regio, eius religio, that is: Whose is the country and the 

government, his is also the power over the religion which is there permitted. As might be 

expected, this rule proved a snare and a curse to thousands of Christians who lived in coun- 

tries where the ruler may have been Roman Catholic or Reformed in his religious beliefs. 

In connection with this fact, about a century later, another phenomenon appeared, 

especially in certain parts of Germany. For some of the rulers, despairing of having the 

controversies between the Lutheran and the Reformed churches settled, issued the decree that 

there must be an amalgamation of the two groups by a unionistic agreement, an: arrange- 

ment by which the two factions would exist side by side, so that, for example, tiey might 

have believers in the real presence in the lord’s Supper and such as regarded the Supper 

as a mere symbolical ceremony in the same congregation, with the formula of distribution 

doctored to fit both parties. It was under circumstances such as these that the noted hymn- 

writer Paul Gerhardt was ousted and many another staunch defender of the truth driven 

from house and home. The presence of Volkskirchen and later on of Landeskirchen in Ger- 
many was truly a chief hindrance in the growth of the confessional churches. Fortunately 

the situation has now changed for the better, since the various free churches are permitted 

to worship without hindrance. 

Here in America the situation presents somewhat of an anomaly, that is, it is irregular. 

There is, of course, no state religion, the constitution of the United States guaranteeing to 

every church body the freedom to worship according to its own doctrines, unless this in- 

volves the transgression of a common moral law. In the Lutheran churches we have quite 

a diversity. In the United Lutheran Church of America, for example, there is a definite 

synodical polity, that is, the large body as such governs the individual synods. In a few 

other bodies, such as the American Lutheran Church, the power of the synod is exerted to 

a large degree. The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod was established on the supposition 

that the individual congregations should be, and remain, autonomous, that synod should 

be, over against the membership congregations, merely an advisory body, and that it has 

full jurisdiction only over its own officials. But this congregational polity has gradually 

been displaced by a government which makes the synod the final arbiter in the transactions 

of the individual congregations. Not only are the resolutions of the main body being ‘made 

obligatory for the single congregations, but the calling of pastors is being governed more 

and ‘more by synod, and therefore also the dismissal of pastors who refuse to be governed 

by man-made rules and regulations. 
And that has brought about a strange situation. There are scores of members of the 

Missouri Synod who, for conscience’ sake, have refused to accept the notorious “Common 

Confession,” both parts I and II, as now being presented to the world. But, strange to 

say, while a few pastors and congregations have withdrawn from synodical membership, 

others are continuing in an affiliation which, to say the least, amounts to a denial of Scrip- 

ture truth. Romans 16:17; Titus 3:lO; Gal. 5:9. And more and more men are being con- 

taminated by the poison of false teaching. 1 Tim. 5:22. 

Which loyalty will have the preference in the case of such men, the loyalty to synod 

or the loyalty to God ? The Savior spoke very plainly on this situation, Matt. 10:33; Luke 

12:9.-P. E. K. 

WANTED. Copies of the Chcordia Triglotta, The Book of Concord 
q in English-German-Latin edition with the Historical In- 

troduction. Please ‘correspond with Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Pres. of the Orthodox 
Lutheran Seminary, Highland Station, B,ox 2604, Minneapolis 11, Minnesota. 
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“Without Long and Dangerous Digressions” 

It is a very important and significant 

statement that we find at the end of the 

Preface of the Book of Concord. (Trig!., 

p. 25.) We read: “We witl also take 

pains, ,if either controversies atready com- 

posed should be renewed, or new contro- 

versies concerning religion should arise, to 

remove and settle them betimes, for the 

purpose of avoiding offence, wtihout long 

and dangerous digressions.” 

This stutement is worthy of careful study, 

especially in these perilous times. The 

Book of Concord, and specifically the 

Formula of Concord, had indeed settled 

many of the difficulties which had arisen, 

especially after the death of Luther. The 

false teaching concerning the Lord’s Sup- 

per had been corrected, Calvinism and 

Crypto-Calvinism had been rejected, the 

havoc created by the two interims had 

been removed, the mistakes of Major, of 

Osiander, of Poach, of Flacius, and others 

had been rectified, and thus a general 

peaceful condition prevailed in the Luth- 
eran Church of Germany. 

But now the confessors indicate that 

there was a possibility of having new con- 

troversies arise. And we may well think 

of the menace of unionism in the next 

centuries, of further aberrations in synerg- 

ism, and of other serious derailments from 

the truth of Holy Writ. With regard to all 

these the Lutheran confessors declared that 

a clear and unequivocal stand would be 

required. 

And they established the rule that such 

controversies should be removed and set- 

tled, betimes. The discussions should not 

be drawn out endlessly, without leading 

to a detinite result. If the differences 

had once been clearly presented, a defi- 

nite conclusion should be reached without 

delay, lest further offence be given. 

That is a most important item, the 

avoiding of offense. For it is inevitable 

that the ordinary member of a Christian 

congregation, when he finds that no prog- 

ress is made in composing differences, 

reaches one of two conclusions, namely, 

that either the whole controversy was, af- 

ter all, not very important, or that only 

trained theologians could understand what 

it was atI about. In either case, of course, 

untold damage might result. 

And the last phrase is also very import- 

ant, namely that there should be no long 

and dangerous digressions. If the disput- 

ants in a controversy resort to compromises, 

appeasements, feints, and evasions, the 

truth will not be served. There is even 

great danger that the average church mem- 
ber will gain the impression that the entire 

matter amounts to a tempest in a teapot* 

or that a final conclusion is impossible. 

let us now apply these principles to the 

situation connected with the present con- 

troversies in the Lutheran church of Am- 

erica, specifically with those which have 

followed the adoption of the “Common 

Confession” by the Lutheran Church-Mis- 
souri Synod and the American Lutheran 

Church. Not only individual pastors and 

laymen, but two entire synods have ex- 

pressed their dissent and have attacked 

the document as being partly inadequate, 

partly unscriptural. Several groups in par- 

ticular have been vocal, one might almost 

say vociferous, in opposing the document. 

The situation has been called a “destruc- 

tion which is now wasting at noonday,” 
“the spirit that is not of God,” “set the 

synodicar house in order before it is too 

late,” etc. And this has been going on 

for more than ten years1 Here we cer- 

tainly have long and dangerous digres- 

sions. 

All we ask is this, that all those who 

have opposed the “Common Confession” 

and all that follows (especially the report 

of the committee on doctrine and practice), 

and who have opposed these things for 

the sake of a conscience taught by the 

Word of God, now cease their shadow 

boxing and follow the directions of the 

Word of God about going out from them! 

-P.E.K. 
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Psalm 57, 1-3 
(A Meditation) 

“Be merciful unto me, 0 God, be 
merciful unto me: for my soul trust/ 
eth in Thee: yea, in the shadow of 
Thy wings will I make my refuge, 
until these calamities *be overpast. I 
will cry unto God most high; unto 
God that performeth all things for 
me. He shall send from heaven, and 
save me from the reproach of him 
that would swallow me up. Selah. 
God shall send forth His mercy and 
His truth.” 

Beautiful wor,ds indeed from the 
pen and heart of the believing Psalm/ 
ist David. When in trouble, when 
perplexed, when dismayed, when at8 
tacked by the enemy, David turns to 
the *God and Father in heaven and 
finds mercy, love, compassion. Yes, 
David klnows that his prayer will not 
be denied. For the ,sake of the prom’ 
ised Savior God would not turn a 
deaf ear to the groanings of the be/ 
liever’s heart. Particularly does David 
groan because his “soul is among 
lions.” Spiritual wrestling we all must 
do. The devil, “as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour.” That we know is true. How 
often throughout this past year have 
we not succum:bed to his deceitfulness 
and cunning power! Not always have 
we done as the apostle admonishes 
us: “whom resist steadfast in the 
faith.” David likewise had fallen, was 
constantly in great danger. For 
strength, wisdom, courage, and perse’ 
verance in righteousness, he turns his 
eyes to the God of all mercy and 
pleads for help, knowing that the Pa/ 
ther in heaven would “save” him from 
“the reproach of Satan.” 

0 that we too at the end of the 
year, at the end of our life, close our 
eyes in the blessed confidence that our 
sins are forgiven, and that God Hime 
self, who has begu?n the good work of 
faith within us, “will perform it unto 

the day of Jesus 
our TRUST, our 
TION. His name 
forever! 

Christ.” In, Him is 
JOY, our SALVA~ 
:be exalted now and 

Let Your Light 
Shine! 

- “so that men may see your good 
works.” “ Ye shall be witnesses unto 
Me,” saith the Lord Jesus Christ. “GO 
and TELL all na.tions.” Etc., etc. How 
often the Lord Jesus exhorts the 
Christians, His beloved and chosen 
disciples-to bring the good tidings of 
great joy unto others, And we are so 
remiss in our sublime duty. Is there 
‘an acceptable excuse? No, we have 
none. 

And when severe, dire&, unwar- 
ranted attacks are made against the 
Word of God or even against us who 
love and confess His holy name, why 
is there such sinful lethargy, indiffer- 
ence, or even at times a refusal from 
the Old Adam to stand up and be 
counted ‘among those who “will serve 
the Lord” and not make common cause 
with sinners ? 

0 that we all throughout the new 
year might keep the resolution, or 
better, the vow we made at our Bap- 
tism and repeated at our confirmation: 
“To renounce the devil and all his 
evil works.” Let us to a man with t.he 
gifts the good Lord has entrusted to 
us fight the good fight of faith, doing 
this fighting according to the Lord’s 
directives and with the assurance of 
His abiding blessing upon every effort. 
In His Name. AMEN. 

Jesus Said: 
“I am among you as he that 

(Find it.) 
serveth.” 

PLEASE: In sending orders for re- 
leases or ordering or re-subscribing 
to the ORTHODOX LUTHERAN do 
not send check to the Orthodox Lu- 
theran Conference but to the ORTHO- 
DOX L U T H E R A N. Subscriptions 
make excellent gifts. 
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Merger Develops 
Gradually, according to schedule, 

plans are being completed to culminate 
in a merger of four bodies now holding 
membership in the American Lutheran 
Conference. The American Lutheran 
Church (A.L.C.), the Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church (E.L.C.), the Lutheran 
Free Church (L.F.C.), and the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (U.E.L.C.) 
(The other member of the American Lu- 
theran Conference is the Augustana 
Synod.) Having arrived at a doctrinal 
agreement by adopting the UNITED 
TESTlMONY ON FAITH AND LIFE, they 
now have the good news from their re- 
spective committees that the second 
step is done, namely the REPORT on 
POLITY and ORGANIZATION. “It would 
be impossible to contemplate a merger 
unless it was ESTABLISHED that doc- 
trinal agreement EXISTED among the 
bodies,” and hence since the former 
UNITED TESTIMONY forms the basic 
document of agreement, the latter ex- 
presses the way in which such agreeing 
bodies shall work out their common 
religion in every day life and in church 
life. 

The REPORT on Polity and Organiza- 
5on is supposed to be a very lengthy 
report. It will clearly show what is the 
standing of a local congregation, its 
relationship to synod as such, its prac- 
tices in agreement with the polity of the 
various synods merged into one. We 
shall be vitally interested in reading 
the REPORT since we know that the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has 
likewise entered into doctrinal agree- 
ment with the A.L.C. which is in doc- 
trinal agreement with the other three 
bodies mentioned above and-as has 
been stated-plans a merger with the 
A.L.C. at some future date. 

The Lutheran HERALD (E.L.C.) will 
carry an analysis of the REPORT in the 
future editions, from which periodical 
we obtained the above facts of the 
status quo. The Lutheran STANDARD 
(A.L.C.) has b een giving much publici- 
ty to the merger efforts, and will in the 
future likewise stimulate discussion by 
editorial comments, etc. The one paper 
which we thought might be most help- 
ful in bringing the true picture, namely 

the LUTHERAN OUTLOOK, owned and 
published by the American Lutheran 
Conference for seventeen years, just 
reached our desk with the announce- 
ment on pages 323 and 324-This is 
“The last issue.” 

A Good Lesson 
The story is told ,of a young student 

who was graduated from college and 
desired to be ordained into th,e min- 
istry. While waiting for his ordina- 
tion he became engaged to a beautiful 
young lady, who, however, was very 
poor. Soon he was filled with a new 
spirit, broke the engagement, left 
the poor young lady sit, and courted 
a rich young woman with whom he 
soon entered the state of matrimony. 

But God soon demonstrated that 
to Him the breaking of an engage- 
ment was as serious as committing 
adultery or divorce. Of c,ourse the 
young student sought to excuse him- 
self and #obtain peace of mind by 
reference to a verse from a pagan 
poet “Jupiter laughs over the per- 
juring ‘of lover8s.” 

Wha.t happened ? Because he had 
been unfaithful and had divorced his 
true bride God punished him prompt- 
ly. During the first night of his mar- 
ried life he ,became mad and was 
plagued throughout his life with many 
evils. 

* * * 

In the year 1580, in Silesia 
(Schlesien) a severe storm came up- 
on a little hamlet and levelled every- 
thing to the ground. The citizens in 
general were fairly well fixed finan- 
cially and could stand the calamity; 
except one poor widow with four 
children who went out after the 
storm to look at their few acres to 
see the wreckage. The neighbors went 
along. 

But when they all looked they be- 
held a strange sight. Not one stalk 
had been broken ,or bent. ‘Ihe neigh- 
bors observed: “Truly, here the holy 
angels withheld either the powerful 

-wind clouds or the damaging hail.” 

Your Subscription expires in the 
month designated with your address. 



O.L.C. SEMINARY 

Reading from left to right : K. Barry, D. Daniels, R. Kirschbaum, A. 
Schupmann, J. Young, L. Hallstein, A. Barry, H. Bittlorf, 0. Abrams (Insert) 
J. Schmitt. 
Professors: W. H. McLaughli,n, M.S.T., P. E. Kretzmann, Ph.D., D.D., Ed.D, 

Matthew 5:17.18.19 
“Think not that I am come to de- 

stroy the law, or the prophets: I am 
not come to destroy, Ibut to’ fulfil. 
(Cf. Luke 9:56). 

For verily I zay unto you, Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled. Whoso- 
ever therefore shall break one of 
these least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven: but 
whosoever shall do and teach them, 
the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

“Blessed be the King t,hat cometh 
in the name of the Lord: peace in 
heaven, and glory in the highest.” 
(-Lk. 19:38). 

Hosea 10, 1-4 
“Israel is an empty vine, he 

bringeth f,orth fruit unto himself: ac- 
cording to the multitude of his fruit 
he hath increased the altars; accord- 

ing to the goodness of the lad they 
have made goodly images. 

Their heart is divided; now shall 
they be found faulty: he shall break 
down their altars, he shall spoil their 
images. For now they shall say, We 
have no king, because we feared not 
the Lord; what then should a king 
do to us? 

They have spoken words, swear- 
ing falsely in making a covenant: 
thus judgment springeth up as hem- 
lock in the furrows of the field.” 

Of the Cause !of Sin 
Augsburg Confession, XIX. 

“Of the CAUSE OF SIN they teach 
that, although God does create and 
preserve nature, yet the cause of sin 
is the will of the wicked, that is, of 
the devil and ungodly men; which will, 
unaided of God, turns itself from God, 
as Christ says John 8:44: ‘When he 
speaketh a lie, he speake$th of his 
own’.” 
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Ignorance Is Bliss 
Or so it must seem to some people. 

imagine certain Missouri Synod pastors today 

still telling people that the Lutheran Church- 

Missouri Synod “never adopted the ‘Com- 

mon Confession’.” But such reports still come 

to our ears from bona-fide sources. 

Again there comes the constant clamor 

from all sides saying that “Missouri never 

changed its doctrine.” Any child, with proper 

and objective study of the facts, can answer 

‘that one. Just as Rome of old, and through 

the centuries, has changed many things to 

her advantage as an organization (now 

teaching the errors of transubstantiation, pri- 

vate mass, worship of images, the blasphe- 

mous immaculate conception and assumption 

of Mary the mother of Jesus), so the Mis- 

souri Synod which for years fought the old 

lowa and Ohio Synod on matters pertain.ing 

to election, free will in conversion, predesti- 

nation, eschatology, etc., now in the artides 

of the “Common Confession” teaches the 

very things she formerly condemned as 

heresy. She who claims to adhere to the 

Sola Scriptura principle is recommending the 

Revised Standard Version of the Bible. She 

who claims to possess the Sola Gratia prin- 

ciple now leaves room for human coopera- 

tion in salvation. She whose pastors formerly 

endeavored to keep the house of God clean 

now has and encourages square-dances con- 
ducted in their church basements. She who 

claims that the infamous “A Statement” of 

the “44” is a “dead issue” has the first 

signatory listed as a chief Lutheran Hour 

speaker. She who claims to love the truth 

of Scripture practices extreme hierarchy and 

tyranny over against those who endeavor 

in the fear of God to follow the dictates 

of their own conscience by testifying against 

the manifest errors in Missouri, and who are 

ready, if necessary, to leave and take their 

divinely entrusted flock with them rather than 

themselves to rebel against the clear will of 

God. 

St. Chrysostom once declared: “That may 

not be considered. Catholic which is evidently 

contrary to the statements of Scripture.” 

Neither con it be called Lutheran if such 

things as mentioned above be taught. Nei- 

ther can it be called Christian if error is per- 

sistent. Yes, when people care not for doc- 

tiine then things reach a pathetic state. 

A Devotion 
CHRISTMAS has come and gone, 

.and yet our heart is filled with rap- 
ture and a glorious hope for the life 
which is to come. 

Simeon’s joy and hope, Anna’s tri- 
umphant faith which also caused her 
to testify of the blessed hope within 
her heart in blessed harmony with the 
song of Simeon, with Mary, with the 
Shepherds, and with the angels from 
he’aven--ah-if only this joy and hap- 
piness which now fills our hearts 
would continue to express itself 
throughout the whole year in active 
service and humble obedience and will- 
ing submission to the clear and holy 
will of our Lord and Redeemer! 

“Now sing we, now rejoice” we in 
the birth of our Savior and King. But 
-tomorrow, even “When I am old 
and gre.y-headed”-will we say with 
David “0 God, forsake me not: until 
I have showed Thy strength unto this 
genera-tion, and Thy power to every 
one that is to come”? 

There is so much need of giving % 
clear and ringing testimony of the 
living Truth, of God’s ,boundless love 
for sinners, of Christ’s compassion 
and pity for the distressed and afflict- 
ed. Are we to remain ready and will- 
ing to place our time, talents, and 
money into the service of Him Who 
alone is Master of our life, the faith- 
ful Bishop of our souls? 

In Ps. 97 we read “Ye that love the 
Lord” (His coming, His suffering, 
death, and resurrection) “hate evil: 
He preserveth the souls of His 
saints; He delivereth them out of the 
hand of the wicked, Light is sown for 
the righteous, and gladness for the 
upright in heart. Rejoice in the Lord, 
ye righteous; and give thanks at the 
remembrance of His holiness.” May 
these words of Scripture ring in your 
ears and encourage you to be most 
faithful to your holy calling in Him 
as servants of the Most High God. 
The work in our churches in particu- 
lar, next to our sacred obligations in 
the home, dare not be slighted or 
neglected. God gave to us His best, 
His Son. May we do our best always 
in remembrance of His love to us. 
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In The Interest of The 
Christian Life 

Exodus 23:13. “In all things that I 
‘have said unto you be circumspect.” 

Ephesians 5 :15. “See that ye walk 
circumspectly.” 

Psalm 2:ll. “Rejoice with trem- 
bling.” 

In the pre-Christmas season of Ad- 
vent, as in the post-Christmas season 
in which this is being written, we are 
called upon to view things temporal in 
.the light of eternity, to “rejoice with 
trembling.” As we prepare for Christ- 
mas we look forward also to our 
Lord’s glorious second coming; and 
we conclude our greeting to the 
,Christ child with ‘a Nunc Dimittis. 

Orthodox Christians should hallow 
God’s name not only by seeing to it 
that the Word of God is taught in its 
truth and purity, but also, as the chil- 
dren of God, by leading a holy life 
according to it. While we, however, 
rejoi.ce in pure doctrine which is not 
in need of .any reformation, we cannot 
say the same of our life and conver- 
saDion. The following paragr’aphs are 
written, by request, for t.he conscien- 
tious consideration of our own people, 
and are intended neither “to put a 
yoke upon the neck of the disciples” 
nor to leave any room for laxity of 
conduct in conjunction with strict- 
ness in doctrine. They make no claim 
to comprehensiveness or completeness, 
but only offer a few considerations to 
be weighed by the Christian con- 
science befere practising or indulging 
in anything which at least outwardly 
resembles the ways of this world. 
Some of these consideratiolns are tak- 
en from Dr. Walther’s excellent lec- 
tures on “Tanz und Theaterbesuch,” 
an English version of which could be 
put to excellent use in our days. 

The first and most weight.y consid- 
eration of all, seeing that our lives 
are lived in the light of eternity, is 
simply this : Would I want to be 
found doing this, in these surround- 
ings, or in this company, when my 
Lord returns to judgment? Can I take 
Jesus with me and remain in living 
communion with Him while I iadulge 
in this or that. soda1 pleasure or soli- 

tary enjoyment ? Can I thank Him for 
the book I am reading, t.he pictures 
I am viewing, the music to which I 
am listening, the friends with whom ‘F: 
am associating ? An entirely honest 
appraisal of our recreational or occu- 
pational plans in the light of these 
questions should result in a revision 
of our plans unless they can each be 
answered with an altogether unequiv- 
ocal a.f firmative. An investigation and 
inspection of that which is repugnant 
to the Christian conscience should be 
undertaken only at t,he clear ,call of 
official duty, never by personal 
choice. 

Wit.h regard to the dance as it is 
genepally practiced in the world today, 
we need only refer to what has been 
said on page 181 of the September ia- 
sue of this church paper, and again 
emphasize that the evil of social danc- 
ing does not consist merely in evil 
thouphts or emotions which may be 
harbored by t.hose nracticing it, but 
in the act itself, which is inherently 
sinful, according to Proverbs 5~20. We 
can believe a Christian girl who tells 
us that she caln dance without sexual 
emotion, but could hardly believe a 
sexually normal male who should 
make the same claim. And to the girl 
we would offer three considerations: 
1.) Beware of professing pharisaical 
perfectionism in protesting your inner 
purity in ‘an impure situation! 2). Re- 
member that in t.he dance you are 
offering your partner an incentive to 
sin! 3). Would you wish to be found 
in the arms of a stranger when Jesus 
returns ? 

With regard to the theat.er, we shall 
ent.er into no discusian as to theatrical 
representations which may or may not 
be viewed by Christians. The three 
considerations we wish to submit in 
this connection refer to the drama in 
its widest sense, from the classical 
productions of Shakespeare, Goethe, 
and Schiller, down to the ,abominable 
cari’catures of Bible history in which 
Hollywood is currently venting its 
contempt for everything holy, not to 
speak of the unblushing obscenity of 
the burlesque theater and the night 
club. 1). The theater is the temple of 
t.his world. It stands in outspoken 
antithesis to the house of God. It glor- 
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ifies man, whose glory is in his shame, 
not God. By joining its devotees the 
Christian would “sit in the seat of the 
scornful,” Psalm l:I, would “hear the 
instruction that causeth to err from 
t.he words of knowledge,” Proverbs 
j19:27; but the apostle exhorts us, 
Romans 12:2: “Be not conformed to 
this world: but ye be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye 
may prove what is that good, and ac- 
ceptable, and perfect, will of God.” 
2). The profession of the actor or act- 
ress has been recognized by the Chris- 
tian discernment of orthodox teachers 
from the first Christian ,centuries 
down to our own day, without a dis- 
senting voice, as an ungodly occupa- 
tion, which belongs to none of the 
three divinely ordained stations in life, 
and makes no contribution to the tem- 
poral or eternal welfare of men. But 
shall the Christian, then, by his pat- 
ronage, summon these people to exer- 
cise their godless occupation, and by 
buying a ticket contribute to the sup- 
port in luxury ‘and riotous living of 
these parasites upon society? 1 Tim- 
othy 5, 22 admonishes us: “Be not 
par.taker of other men’s sins.” 3). 
The theater entices those who yield 
to its spell into a dream world of 
simulated virtues and simulated vices, 
remote from the earnest realities of 
the Christian life, calculated to make 
men forget that they must die and 
hereafter stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ, completely alienated 
from every impulse of Christian sobri- 
ety. The Christian, however, prays 
with the Psalmist: “So teach us to 
number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom.” Psalm 90 :12. 
And the apostle exhorts us: “Be sober, 
be vigilant; because your adversary 
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour: 
whom resist steadfast in the faith.” 
1 Peter 5, 8.9. 

Heathen moral philosophers and 
Christian thinkers are in general 
agreement that music, even apart 
from the words with which it may or 
may not be linked, is not morally in- 
different. Certain music is conducive 
to peace of mind and elevated 
thoughts, and under certain circum- 

stances even serves as an incitement 
to devotion and an aid to Christian 
cheerfulness. Luther speaks of such 
music as most distasteful to the devil. 
Other combinations of sounds and 
rhythms seem to have been inspired 
by demons, and are capable of arous- 
ing or encouraging thoughts and emo- 
tions which are both depressing and 
degrading. Calculated to serve these 
very purposes is the modern dance 
music, most of the lighter music writ- 
ten for the theater, and a very large 
proportion of that dignified by the 
name of “grand opera.” A conscien- 
tious Christian will not even willingly 
listen to music of this type, much less 
consent to be professionally engaged 
in its performance. Nor should any 
Christian bridal pair permit a wide- 
spre’ad evil custom so to blunt their 
minds to what is fitting as to desire 
the debasing of their wedding and the 
profanation of their house of worship 
by the worse than secular strains of 
“Lohengrin.” Even a superficial fa- 
miliarity with the story of that opera 
would lead them to reject it with hor- 
ror. 

In view of all the above considera- 
tions it is indeed surprising that 
Christians will even open their very 
homes to the easy intrusion of t& 
worst of theatrical exhibitions accom- 
panied with the worst of seductive 
music by installing television sets. 
While I would not presume to assert 
that Christians cannot by the exercise 
of constant vigilance keep even such a 
dangerous acquisition under control, 
and even prevent its abuse by their 
children, it can at best be classified 
only ‘as an unnecessary luxury and a 
constant temptation. Would not ,the 
owners of television equipment make 
a real contribution to their own do- 
mestic happiness as *well as to the 
needs of their church if they would 
dispose of it and devote the proceeds 
to the work of God’s Kingdom ? (cf. 
Acts 4:3.4,35.) And those who are sav- 
ing to acquire television might save 
the same amount for a special con- 
tribution to the work of their home 
congregation or of the O.L.C. 

We shall not enter at present upon 

(Continued on page 18) 
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What Is Synergism? 
The teaching of men that man is 

able, negatively or positively, to co- 
operate with God in being converted 
or brought to faith, for instance, when 
it is taught that man can allow, per- 
mit, or suffer himself to ‘be brought, to 
faith. This power or ability (not wil- 
fully .to resist) is ascribed to man in 
his natural state before the man is 
brought to faith or is converted. Acts 
13:46.48 tell us that the Holy Ghost 
lays the cause for not believing upon 
the Jews themselves, but the Gentiles 
believe because they were ordained or 
elected. But not a word is said in those 
passages about the Gentiles suffering 
themselves to be brought to faith. 

In the Formula of Concord, Thor- 
ough Declaration, II, there is ‘a 
lengthy section dealing with this en- 
tire matter. Especially this statement 
is wor!thy of our attention here: “The 
Holy SCR1PTURE.S compare the 
heart of unregenerate man to a hard 
stone which yields not TV him who 
touches it, but RESISTS, and to a 
rude block, and to a wild, untamed 
animal, not in ;the sense that man 
after the fall is no longer a rational 
creature, or is converted to God with- 
out hearing and meditating upon the 
divine Word, or is unable to under- 
stand or voluntarily to do or omit 
good or evil in external, civil matters.” 

(Continued from page 17) 
the brohd subject of #the magazines 
and other reading matter which 
should be admitted or excluded from 
our Christian homes. A sensitive 
Christian conscience which trembles 
at ,God’s Word and lives in daily long- 
ing eFpectation of the Savior’s return 
will readily solve many of the compli- 
cated problems confronting us in our 
modern godless civilization without 
long discussion or dangerous hesita- 
tion. “Create in me a cle’an heart, 0 
God, and renew a right spirit within 
me.” W. H. M. 

This Is News 
As reported in the latest Lutheran 

WITNESS (MO. Synod) the St. Louis 
and Springfield Seminary Faculties 
met for the first of a series of meet- 
ings in the beginning of December 
at St. Louis. Topics of discussion: 
“The Meaning of ‘Doctrine’,” “Evan- 
gelical Practice,” and listen to this 
one, “The WORD in the WORD.” 
.Our readers will be able to draw their 
own conclusions as to the subjects dis- 
cus.sed. Pelrhaps it is becoming more 
true right along that. the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod does nut know 
just what is a ‘doctrine.’ But to even 
think of discussing the subject “The 
WO.RD in the WORD”’ is very re- 
vealing to say the least. We can well 
imagine the remarks of the sainted 
fathers of the MO. Synod if men had 
proposed such nonsensical and ridicu- 
lous tonics in their day. No, it would 
not. be Kritik, but Kirchenzucht! 

Of Justification 
Augsburg Confession IV. 

“Also they teach that men cannot 
be justified before God by their own 
strength, merits, or works, but are 
FREELY JUSTIFIED for Christ’s 
sake, through FAITH, when *they be- 
lieve that they are received i&o favor, 
and that their sins ARE FORGIVEN 
for Christ’s s’ake, who, by His death, 
HAS MADE satisfaction for our sins. 
This faith God imputes for righteous- 
ness in His sight. Rom. 3 and 4. 
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IN THiE INTEREST OF THE TRUTH 
Additional Official Correspondence 

‘For the sake of fairness we here present to our readers the communication lately received 
from the President of the Wisconsin Synod in answer to our letter printed in the December issue. 
Pastor Wallace H. McLaughlin, President December 29, 1953 
The Orthodox Lutheran Conference 
281.1 Irving Ave. N. 
Minneapolis 11, Minnesota 
Dear President McLaughlin: 

This is a belated acknowledgment of the receipt of your letter of October 24, 1953, in which 
you quote various correspondence with President J. Brenner regarding your Conference’s assent 
to the action of the Norwegian Synod and of our Synod with regard to the Common Confessioli. 
Your resolc:tions were passed at your first convention on September 25 and 26, 1951, at Oka- 
bena, Minnesota. A complimentary copy of your proceedings was sent to President Brenner. 

You wili admit that these resolutions are not a formal request asking that we recognize 
your Conference as being in fellowship with us. Even Secretary Schupmann in his letter of 
t;;gber 14, 1951, states: “Have you heard any reaction from the Wisconsin and Norwegian 

on our resolution that we consider ourselves in fellowship with them? Our resolution 
is’ an itvitation for them to express themselves, as I understand it.” 

The unusual relation into which your action of renouncing membership in the Missouri 
Synod Dlaced our Synod is recognized and referred to by President Brenner in his letter pf 
December 6, 1951. There he stated: “You cannot but be aware of the fact that your Conference 
has already taken action, while we are still maintaining fellowship with the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod by way of brotherly admonition, and that this greatly complicates the question 
of declaring fellowship, or the conrinuation of fellowship, with your body.” 

I have since received what correspondence President Brenner had on this matter. It consists 
cf the correspondence you quote in your letter. It is my impression that our Union Committee 
did not generally consider the Resolution No. 3 a formal request that we declare ourselves 
on the question of fellowship with your body. It seems to me we recognized the problem as 
stated by President Brenner and felt we could not recommend action by the Synod as long as 
we were still admonishing the Missouri Synod as a sister synod. 

I shall present -this matter again to our Committee on Churc:? =Jnion at its next meeting. 
My remark at our October Convention was intended to show that Pastor Hallstein’s state- 

ment regarding his withdrawal from us and his joining of your Conference really constituted a 
ttreat. We had not because of unusual circumstances been in a position to declare fellowship 
with your Conference. He recognized that fact when he threatened to leave us and join you 
unless we resolved as he felt we should. I feel that Pastor Hallstein, a member of our Synod 
for less than a year, owed us his continued counsel and cooperation, even his admonition for a 
longer period than a day or two at a convention. 

In a similar manner a layman, who had been a member of one of our churches for exactly 
one week, threatened that he would leave us and join your Conference unless we did as he 
counseled. And this threat was made at the very beginning of the convention before a com- 
mittee -mesling. 

I cannot believe that the Lord wants US to be guided by threats in matters as serious as 
those we were considering in our Special Convention. I could not but conclude that both men 
were prompted partly by personal experiences of unpleasant memory, though these were not 
revealed. 

I fully realize that our Synod as well as the entire Lutheran Church is passing through c[ 
very critical period. Just at such times we must walk circumspectly, weigh questions care- 
fully and prayerfully, and avoid rash action. Paul’s advice to Timothy is meant for us also: 
“Preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 
suffering and doctrine.” 2 Timothy 4, 2. 

May the Lord speed the day when we shall find ourselves in full agreement also with’ 
Tlour body on the basis of the clear Word of God alone, that we may glorify His Name together 
and serve in building His Kingdom. 

Very sincerely yours, 
OSCAR J. NAUMANN, President 
The Ev. Luth. Joint Synod of Wisconsin 

i?Pk 
and Other States 

.:-As this letter was being written, your letter of Deceinber 28, 1953, arrived informing us 
that your “hand of fellowship ‘or overtures of fellowship” have been withdrawn through 
a referendum of your constiiuency initiated by Trinity Lutheran Church of Chesterfield, 
Missouri. 0. J. N. 

REPLY TO THE ABOVE LETTER 
Pastor Oscar J. Naumann, President 
The Ev. Lutheran Joint Synod of Wisconsin 

2811 Irving Ave. N. 

727 Margaret Street, St. Paul 6, Minn. 
Minneapolis 11, Minn. 

Dear President Naumann: 
January 4, 1954 

Thank you for your courteous reply to my letter of October 24. This establishes agreement 
as to the pertinent facts. 

I cannot believe that “threat” is an apt word to describe an admonition based on the 
conviction of a conscience bound in God’s Word. 

We share the wish expressed in the last paragraph of your letter. Before such a union in 
the truth could take place, however, it was necessary under present circumstances that our 
admonition to the Wisconsin Synod take the form of the unanimous action of all our congrega- 
tions referred to in your Postscript. The fuIfillment of your wish, which we share, is therefore 
dependent, as stated, upon the Wisconsin Synod’s adherence in action to the clear precepts 
of Scripture regarding church fellowship. 

Very sincerely yodrs, 
WALLACE H. MCLAUGHLIN, President 
Orthodox Lutheran Conference 
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THESES FOR DISCUSSION 
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Doctrinal Essays 
The Third Use of the Law-O. Schupmann 

The Attributes of the Christan Pastor (According to I Tim. 3 and Titus 1) 
By Rev. P. Bloedel 
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