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“The Word of God is both the 
object of faith and the means by 
which faith is created.“-Pieper. 
-Pieper. 

It is indeed right that we should 
celebrate so great a grace of God 
with so glorious a festival, and con- 
sider well that this Article of the 
Creed - “I believe in Jesus Christ, 
who #was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary” - 
be not only confessed by all Chris- 
tendom, but that all sad and troubled 
souls may be cheered by it and 
strengthened against the devil and 
every possible misfortune. - We 
diligently preach and urge this Ar- 
ticle, in order that we may be raised 
above doubt, but may be certain, and 
ever more certain, that God has sent 
His Son into the world, that He was 
made man, and that He was really 
born of wom>an. - We celebrate this 
festival for the great benefit it 
brings . . . for if God had been hos- 
tile to us, He never would have tak- 
en poor, wretched human nature on 

To Make known the teachings, 
treasurers, and history of the true 
Lutheran Church. 

To, Offer evidences that the Lu- 
theran Church is not a sect, and 
Not a New church, but rather #a con- 
tinuation of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior; 



Him. But now He has Himself be- 
come such a creature as is called 
and is true man. We learn that the 
Child born at Bethlehem is born for 
us #and is ours. He is born not for 
His mother only, the Virgin Mary, 
nor for His brothers and cousins 
alone, much less for God in heaven, 
who needed not His birth, but for 
us men upon the earth. This Child 
is as near to us as our own b.ody and 
soul. 0 blessed, and a hundred 
times blessed, is the man #who in this 
wisdom is well taught and grounded! 
If we get no joy nor comfort from 
it, either we believe not, or our 
faith is mean and weak. We keep this 
feast and ,preach this Gospel, that 
all may learn it and be assured of it, 
that our work may not be in vain, 
but th.at it may bring to some com- 
fort and j oy.-Luther. 

"FROM HEAVEN ABOVE 
TO EARTH I COME" 

About the origin of Luther’s beau- 
t.iful Christmas hymn, the following 
story is told: 

On Christmas Eve, Luther was in 
his study, preparing his Christmas 
sermon for the morrow. His wife, 
Katie, however, found her household 
duties so numerous, that she timid- 
ly opened the door of her husband’s 
study and said: “Dear Doctor, I can- 
not possibly get through with my 
work of ,which there is still so much 
to do. Please oblige me by taking 
your seat beside the cradle in the 
nursery and watching little Paul, so 
that I can go on with my work un- 
hindered.” Luther at once rose u,p, 
took his Bible, and did as Katie had 
requested him. As he sat there, look- 
ing <at the helpless babe and singing 
lullabies (“Sus.aninne schon”), his 
heart was filled with thoughts of the 
Christ-child born on Christmas Day, 

and he could not refrain from utter- 
ing the “joy he felt. Taking down 
his lute from the wall, he played and 
sang till he had turned the story 
told in the second chapter of the 
Gospel according to St. Luke into 
the beautiful hymn which he called, 
“A Children’s Christmas Song of the 
Little Child Jesus”. -Adapted. (See 
Hymn No. 85 in the Lutheran Hym= 
nal.) 

Advent Joy 
My heart with joy is singing 
In this glad Advent hour, 
Its bright hosannah bringing 
With consecrated power 
To Him who holds and guides me, 
Though, weak my mortal f shame, 
In .His great m.ercy bides me, 
That I may fern His name. 

What holy men have spoken 
In God’s eternal Word 
Cannot be lost or broken, 
Its truth is ever beard 
When Messianic glory 
Is drfuntlessly proclaimed 
And when, in Gospel Story. 
The Christ of God is named. 

Thou art the Ligbt from heaven, 
Of righteousness the Sun, 
By Thee the night is riven 
That claimed me us its own; 
Though dark the days and cbeerlesj 
And gloomy is the night, 
My heart is b,old and fearless, 
For Thou urt Life and Light. 

When I am weak and weary 
And ill with sin’s dread load, 
When life seems dead and dreary 
And bleak its thorny road, 
Yet in this tomb and prison 
My heart with, rapture sings, 
For Thou, 0 Sun, bast risen 
With healing in Thy wirrgs. 

P.E.K. 
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A MISSOURI SYNOD PASTOR, 

Obviously Supporting the Common Confession and 

the Missouri Synod’s Unity Program, Denies the 

Scriptural Teaching of Verbal Inspiration, 

Objective Justification, and the Antkhrist 

A ne.w document has just been 
brought to our attention which 
should make clear, beyond the shad- 
ow of a doubt, the f,alse teachings 
which are constantly gaining ground 
and approval in the Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Synod especially 
since the publication and adoption of 
the Common Confession. When the 
Common Confession was adopted by 
the Missouri Synod in 1950, serious 
objections were raised which ,pointed 
out that. such a confession upheld 
and sanctioned the false teachings of 
the American Lutheran Church with 
regard to the Biblical teachings of 
Verbal Inspiration (that God put in- 
to the minds of the holy writers the 
very words which they wrote, see 
Catechism, p. 41, q. lo), Obiective 
Justification (that “God was in Christ, 
reconciling the #world unto Himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto 
them”, 2 Cor. 5:19), and the “Anti- 
christ (that all the marks of the 
Antichrist, 2 Thess. 2:30-IO, clearly 
point to the Roman Papacy and to 
it alone - as the Lutheran Confess- 
ion plainly state: “The Pope is the 
very Antichrist”, Triglotta, 475, Part 
II, Art. IV, IO.) 

ISow the document before us, en- 
titled: “OWR COMMON GROUND - 
Presented At Free Conference, Min- 
neapolis, November 11, 1954”’ was 
delivered by one Rev. J. H. Gockel of 
the Missouri Synod in obvious support 
of the Common Confession and the 
Missouri Synod’s present unity pro- 

gram. In this document the Rev. 
Gockel DENIES 1) the Doctrine of 
the Antichrist, 2) the Verbal Inspira- 
tion of Scripture, and 3) Objective 
Justification. 

In “Our Common Ground”, with 
regard to the Antichrist, the author 
ststes:- 

“Jn our Confessions, in the .Smalrald 
.Brticles, is the statcmert: The Pope 
is the v,:rv ,~nti~hrist.’ The chief ob- 
jecttion lodged against our 6do&rine’ 
dcl’initi.on is that it does not permit 
the granting of c1octrinal stat11s to 

that interpretation of escliatologic91 
pro~~he~~y in our 1:onfessions. 

“Tt was the Antichrist problem that 
1~~rct11~ht the Milwaukee c’ollo~pxy to a 
l:~mcnt:~ble end. VVhen tbe Drs. Frits- 
shei (of the former ‘r0mra Synod, nOw 
X.L.C. -- our note) expressed the 
opinion that an even greater antichris- 
tlan power than the Papacy might arise 
before the :End and be conxaentrated in 
a single person, then Dr. Walther (the 
first president of the Missouri Synod - 
0 u r note) said: ‘We know that the 
Reformation is based on this (that 
the Pope is the very Antichrist ). So 
to deny tbis -is to present the Reforma- 
tion as the greatest wrong; . . . there- 
fore. if .we cannot agree here, there 
cztn be no greater difference than this.’ 

“It was the Antichrist probiem that 
c‘omplicrated the St. T,ouIs Resolutions 
of 1!#33 (one of the ~‘Four Points” ). It 
came to the fore again last year. at 
013 1‘ convention and now in the dif- 
ficuIti.es with the Wisconsin Synod. So 
we must face the issue squarely. It 
must be removed $efore we can hope 
to settle any other issue conneatied 
with Sola Scriptura. 

“Do the Ycripture.s say expressly 
that the Pope is the very Antichrist? 
No. That ordinarily .settles the ques- 
tion of doctrinal status for us. . . . 
This ought to suffice to prove that 
no one’s interpretation of the dnti- 
Christ prophecies can be given ,doc- 
trinal status in the Church, that dif- 
ferences of interpretation cannot be 
made divisive of fellowship.79 pp. 4-Z. 

We. prove . that the Pope is the 
great Antichrist not by mere human 
opinion or interpretation but by 
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comp.aring prophecy and fulfillment. 
Thus we prove that Jesus is the 
Christ, or the Messiah, because in 
Him only is fulfilled all that has 
been foretold of the Messiah in the 
prophecies of the Old Testament. To 
deny the fulfillment of a prophecy is 
to deny the prophecy itself. We, 
therefore, teach that the Pope is the 
very Antichrist because only in the 
Roman Papacy is fulfilled every- 
thing that has been foretold of the 
Antichrist in Scripture. 

It is interesting to note, by way of 
comparison with the above quotation 
from “Our Common Ground”, that 
Dr. Theo. Hoyer (Missouri Synod 
,professor) wrote of the Antichrist in 
“The Abiding Word”, 1947, vol. II, 
pp. 764-766: “The Christian who does 
not recognize the truth of this teach- 
ing is in greater danger than others 
of being led astray by the errors of 
the Papacy. And a religious teacher, 
a pastor, who knows the Pope’s 
teaching and practice and yet does 
not recognize him as the Antichrist 
is a poor theologian. And it is very 
difficult to see how such pastors can 
rightly perform their duty of warn- 
ing the souls committed to their 
care against the abominations and 
the seductions of the Papacy if they 
themselves have not recognized the 
Papacy as the Antichrist. It is 
greatly to be feared that they are 
losing the firm conviction of the 
contrast between faith and works, 
between grace and merit, between 
Lutheranism and Papism. The 
Church of the Reformation confessed 
this article with one consent. A 
pastor who does not see the mystery 
of iniquity in the Roman Papacy 
surely has little knowledge of the 
history of the church, of the mean- 
ing of the Reformation, ,and a poor 
conception of Luther’s doctrine . . . 
This article is clearly expressed in 
the Lutheran Confessions; whoever 

denies it does not stand in one faith 
with his fathers; he is not a con- 
fessional Lutheran. A Lutheran 
preacher should know, believe, and 
teach this article, or frankly confess 
that he no longer subscribes to the 
Confessions of the Lutheran Church. 
And we as .a Lutheran Synod cannot 
tolerate on the part of our teachers 
and preachers open attacks on this 
article.” 

Rev. Gockel states on Verbal In- 
spiration:- 

“The logical deductions of Christ 
and Paul did not create new doctrines 
tlt:at had not existed before, whic:h 
cannot be said of the logical deduc- 
tion of those who brought Verbal In- 
sluration and Objec*tive Justification 
into Lutheran theology. 

‘Wirst, then, Verbal Inspiration. ‘Ihis 
is theological terminology follnd 

nel.ther in Scripture nor in the Confes- 
sions nor in Luther’s writings. What 
son1 e wad d have Verbal Inspiration 
say puts it in the category of de- 
fenses of Scripture truth based ou 
logical deductions - defenses that are 
then given the stutns of doctrine 
which cannot be denied %vithout in- 
volvi.ng the guilt of rejecting divine 
truth’.” p. 7. 

Commenting on 1 Cor. 2:13: - 
“Which things also we speak, not in 
the words which man’s wisdom teach- 
eth but which the Holy Ghost teach- 
eth” - Rev. Gockel makes this 
statement:- 

“We cannot :ipply this piinNage to 

matters not helonging to the hidden 
wisdom of C*O~.~~ p. 7. 

In regard to 2 Peter 1:21: - “Holy 
men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost” - he 
states:- 

66All that this passage says is that 
God either prompted His prophets to 
speak, or carried them, bore them a- 
long, as they spoke. . . But in neither 
case is anything said about the mode 
mail manner in which 11~1~ men pro- 
ducked their vvritings.7Y p. 7. 

Concerning the many passages intro- 
duced by “thus saith the Lord”, “the 
#word of the Lord came unto me, say- 
ing”, etc., the author of “Our Com- 
mon Ground” remarks:- 
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*There one can say the Lord ‘dietat- 
ed’ a message. But we cannot make 
that form of revelation cover portions 
of the Bible not so introduced.” p. 7. 

He cites 1 Cor. 11:23 and 2 Cor. 
12:1-4 and then makes this com- 
ment:- 

“That 8t. Paul needed such revela- 
tions to cover matters that he could 
and did learn from earthly sources - 
wh.o can prove that? Yet some insist 
on an Inspiration that does not make 
the distinctions in the eontent of St. 
Pn11l’s writings that he himself 
makes ” pp. 5, 8. , . 

With regard to 2 Tim. 3:16 - “All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God” - Rev. Gockel says that this 
“does not describe how God caused 
His Word to come into written 
form”. He states furthermore:- 

‘%od prompted raertain men to pro- 
duce His Word in speech or writing. 
Those portions containing His hidden 
wisdom God revealed unto them hy 
His Spirit, tea~ching them also the 
words with which to reveal His hid- 
den wisdom; or He gave them visions 
and other forms of special revelation. 
But regarding all else in the Bible we 
are not lold just how God a&d the in- 
formation that the writers already 
had, or how their distinctive style, 
their degree of learning, their person- 
ality trIllits, etc., lrecmne incorporated 
in (&d’s Rook.” 1~. $1. 

Missouri Synod officials and the 
members of the Common Confession 
Committee have always contended 
*that the Common Confession teach- 
es nothing contrary to the old 
Scriptural position of the Missouri 
Synod as expressed in t.he “Brief 
Statement”. But compare for your- 
self the.above quotations spoken in ob- 
vious support of the Common Confes- 
sion with the plain words in paragraph 
1 of the Brief Statement, where we 
read: “We teach also that the ver- 
bal inspiration of the Scriptures is 
not. a so-called ‘theological deduc- 
tion’, but that it is taught by direct 
statements of the Scriptures, 2 Tim. 
3:16; John 10:35; Rom. 3, 2; 1 Cor. 
2, 13. Since the Holy Scriptures are 
the Word of IGod, it goes without 
saying that they contain no errors 
or contradictions, but that they are 

in all their parts and words the in- 
f,allible truth, also in those parts 
which treat of historical, geographi- 
cal, and other secular matters, John 
10:35.” When the claim is made 
that only certain portions of the 
Bible are the inspired Word of God 
and that those portions are mixed 
with human elements - then the 
entire Bible bc,comes unreliable and 
untrustworthy. It would be left up 
to the individual to decide which 
parts of the Bible are God’s Words 
and which parts are the words of 
men - so that our faith would be 
built upon ourselves, Prov. 3:5, and 
the foundation of the Apostles and 
Pro,phets would crumble. But the 
Apostle Paul boldly declared before 
Felix that he believed “all things 
which are written in the Law and in 
the Prophets” (Acts 24:14) as the 
Word of God. So also we believe 
and confess that the whole Bible 
in its every word is the product of 
God, Himself. 

In defense of the Common Con- 
fession, Rev. Gockel even attacks the 
chief doctrine of the Christian Reli- 
gion, namely, the Doctrine of Justi- 
fication. We continue to quote from 
his paper, “Our Common Ground”:-- 

“\Ve come to the last obstacle in the 
way of -C,utheran unity to which !SO~XI 

Seriptura is to be applied: Objective 
.Justific*atfon. 

6bHere, too, we are dealing with 
tlre~~lo~ical terminology WhiCll is 

found neither in Scriptare nor in the 
Confessions nor in J,uther’s writings. 
By Objective Justification is meant $1 

geaaeral Justification, II Justification. 
of the~wbole world, in contrast to SUB- 
iective .Tiz.stifie:ition bY wliic’h is 
meant an tndividuai .Justifi,cation or 
the .Jnstificatiou of the individual be- 
liever. 

?l’he origin of Objective Justifiea- 
tion is obscure. . . .” p. 9. 

66Basically the ~~roblemn involved is 
one that comes from using the same 
word in two different senses. The 
quickest way to realize this is to es- 
amine the following three pairs of 
sentences and try to make the words 
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underscored in 2, 4, and 6 agree in 
definition with the words underscored 
in 1, 3, and 5: 

“1. God justifies the individual be- 
liever in Christ. 2. God justified the 
whole world (Pieper). 

6%. God has forgiven all sins to me, 
a believer in C1&st. 4~ God has for- 
.given a11 sins to a11 men (Stoeckh:~rrit). 

V. God ‘justifies, that is, accounts 
21s :righteous, all those who. b.elieve in 
Christ’ (Brief Statement, 17). 8. ‘God 
has already declared the whole world 
to be righteous in Christ’ (Brief State- 
ment, 17). 

“No one would want to sag that God 
does to the world - which includes 
unbelievers - what He does to the be- 
liever in Christ. ‘Justify’ cannot mean 
the same thing in both instances.” 
BJ. IO. 

“What is evidently meant by an 
Objective Justification is Universal 
Redemption or ReFonciliation. The 
C~omn~aJlr CoIlfesSioIl, Part I, which is 
an article of agreement between my 
sy110it and the American Lutheran 
Church, no longer uses the expressions 
in 2, "I, 2lIld 6 01' the 2lbove SeIltenC!es, 
hut s21ys : ‘Gcrd by raising Christ from 
the dead proclaimed to the world that 
We has :acr*epted the atonement for 
man’s sins as c~ompIeted~ (ITT:1 ). ‘Rg 
His redemptive work Christ is the 
Propitiation for the sins of the whole 
\vcJrId ; hence EoqqSivenesn of sills llan 
beeu scoured and provided for all men’ 
(W:.I). We regret that it was felt 
necessary to add in parenthesis: ‘This 
is (!“‘ten spoken 614 as objective justifi- 
etttion ) . This only prolcJngs unnecew- 
.StlI*ilV aaa 2crgument over theological 
terminology which cannot stand UP 
sunder SoZa icriptura.” lt. 10. 

In the Scriptural doctrine of Jus- 
tification there is no problem of us- 
ing the same word in two different 
senses as Rev. Gockel asserts. Justi- 
fication is always justification wheth- 
er it is objective (applied to the 
whole world) or subjective (accepted 
by the individual). Forgiveness of 
sins is always forgiveness of sins 
whether objective or subjective. Two 
different meanings have never been 
given to those words as is implied in 
the above quotations. The Bible 
teaches that God has in Christ justi- 
fied the who,le world, declared the 
whole world righteous, no longer 
imputes sin but has forgiven all sins 
to all men. The forgiveness of sins 
is therefore not a mere possibility, 
but an accomplished fact on the part 

of God toward all men for the sake 
of’ Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. 
Such justification is not at all iden- 
tical with Christ’s work of redemp- 
tion as the Common Confession im- 
plies. By His. suffering and death, 
Christ ,paid for the sins of all men 
- that is the work of Redemption. 
Having accepted this payment, God 
has ‘forgiven the sins of all men - 
that is Objective Justification. That 
such Objective Justification is not a 
man-made doctrine but is plainly 
taught in Scripture can be seen by 
the reader from the following cle.ar 
p.assages of Holy Writ:- 

f?~JIll:lIlS 4:6 - “To him that worketh 
not, but believeth on Him that juwtifi 4 
eth the uugodly, his 5ii.11 is counted 
for righteousness.” 

Remans 4-W5 - L “Who was delivered 
for our offeAc*es, and was raised again 
fov oar justification.99 

Remans ,5:1.8, 19 - “Therefore, as by 
the offenc;e of one judgment came UP- 
on all men to condemnation, even So 
bv the righteousness of One the free 
gift fame upon all men unto justifiea- 
tion of life. For as hy one man’s dis- 
obedience many were made sinners, so 
by the obed’ience of One, shall many b,e 
made i3gbteoua.99 

2 =cor. 3al9--21 - “God was in Christ, 
rerLonci1in.g t-he world unto Himself. 
not imputing thei trespasses unto 
them ; and hath committed unto us the 
word of reconciliation. Now then we 
;lre ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us: we pray 
you in Christ’s stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God. For He hat,12 made Him to 
13e sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we nli~ht be made the righteousness 
c~,f Qic~tJ in :Hini.‘9 

Js. ,x-J:11 - “He shall see of the trti- 
ITail of his soul, and shall he satisfied: 
by .tTis knowledge shall my righteous 
Servalzt jmstlfy m2lIly; for He shall 

.bear their inic(uities.” 

On the basis of what has been here 
presEnted, are there still those who 
think that the Missouri Synod hasn’t 
changed and that the Common Con- 
fession upholds the pure teachings’ 
of God’s Word? Are there non.e in 
the Missouri Synod who will stand 
horrified at his Synod’s departure 
from the Truth?, none who will 
aw.ake from the sleep into which 
he has been lulled by the double- 



tongued, sweet-sounding, yet deceit- 
ful slumber song of Missouri’s offi- 
cialdom and Unity Committee?, none 
who will turn back to the Old 
Paths of Scripture instead of blindly 
following those who pervert God’s 
Word?, none who will see how wrong 
it is to continue in fellowship with 
those who “cause divisions and of- 
fences contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned” (Rom. 16:17)?, none 
who will “come out from among 
them and be separate and touch 
not the unclean thing” (2 Cor. 6:14- 
18)?, none who will refuse to be 
“partaker of other men’s sins” (1 
Tim. 5:22)?, none who will heed the 
voice of Jesus who says: “If a man 
love Me, he will keep My Words.“?? 
(John 14:23.)-P.R.B. 

The Norwegian Resolutions 

A SIGNIFICXNT ITEM 
The following notice appeared in 

THE LUTHERAN, official organ of 
the ULCA, in the issue of October 
20th: 
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The Norwegian Lutheran Church 
has done us and many others, espec- 
ially their own constituency, a great 
favor by publishing their various 
resolutions concerning UNION MAT- 
TERS, the Fellowship Question, and 
especially their &avowed program for 
the future as it becomes clearer from 
day to day that their testimony for 
the Truth of Scripture is falling upon 
deaf ears of errorists in the Synodi- 
cal Conference. “Officers and dele- 
gates to the Synodical Conference 
(continued) Convention in Chicago, 
Ill., Nov. 16-19, have been instructed 
by SynodicaJ resolution to report to 
the pastors concerning the actions 
taken on the overture (regarding 
universal objective justification, reli- 
gious unionism, the fellowship of 
,prayer at intersynodical conferences, 
and discontinuance of dealings with 
the Missouri Synod Unity Committee) 
so that the pastors can report to 
their congregations so that appro- 
priate action may be taken at a reg- 
ular or special convention of the 
Synod.” 

“Merger Makes Headway 

“Beside adopting the merger 
plan, which includes doctrinal 
agreement with the other three 
bodies (the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, and the Luth- 
eran Free Church), the ALC Con- 
vention also approved the ‘Com- 
mon Confession’, a joint state- 
ment of faith with the Missouri 
Synod. As .a result of its actions, 
the ALC found itself in ‘doctrinal 
agreement’ with four o,ther Luth- 
eran bodies, none of which claims 
to be in agreement with the 
others.” (Emphasis ours.) Truly, 
unionism makes strange bed- 
fellows!-P.E.K. 

The Norwegian resolutio,ns - as 
we have already known them (and 
,which served as a b.asis for consider- 
ation of future action of our own 
Fellowship Committee with the Nor- 
wegian Synod committee in the light 
of present circumstances) - cer- 
tainly indicate clearly enough the 
proper course of action which said 
church body ought to follow. We 
still await the “or else” to happen 
as we stated in these columns before. 
-0.G.S. 

“If we cannot rely on the words of 
Scripture, the doctrinal content of 
Scripture will ever remain a matter 
of conjecture and doubt.“-Pieper. 



TO TELL THE WORLD 
What We h?iieveJ Teach, and Confess with Regard to 

the Essential Truths of the Bible 

(A Brief Summary of the Orthodox Lutheran Doctrinal Position especially 
over against the Common Confession and doctrinal statements 

found in A.L.C. publications.) 

2. Concerning God 

a. The Essence of God 

We believe, teach, and confess the unity of God, that the Lord our 
God is one Lord (Deut. 6:4; Is. 44:6; 1 Cor. 8.4c), ,and there is none be- 
side Him (Ex. 20:3; Is. 44:8); also that this one God has revealed 
Himself and is active in three separate and distinct persons, each per- 
son being truly God, and yet not a separate God, since the essence of God 
is undivided and indivisible. As the Athanasian Creed has it: “The 
F.ather is God; the Son is God; and the Holy Ghost is God; and yet 
there are not three Gods, but one God.” (Is. 6:3~,8; 48:16; 61:l; Matt. 28.19; 
2 Cor. 13:14.) The Father is distinct from the Son, having begotten 
Him from eternity (Ps. 2:7; Hebr. 1:5; 5:5). The Son is distinct from 
the Father, as begotten by Him from eternity (Prov. 8:22-30) and so 
acknowledged by Him during His earthly @‘life (Matt. 3:17; 17:5); He is 
also distinct from the Holy Ghost (1 Peter 4:14; Rom. 891; Gal. 4:6), 
for He sends the latter out from the Father (John 15:26). While we 
cannot penetrate into the mystery of the Trinity, we believe it implicit- 
ly, for it is clearly reve$aled in Holy Writ. 

We, therefore, reject and condemn all those who deny the unity 
or the triunity of God, the Unitarians, the Universalists, the Mormons, 
the Jehovah Witnesses, and similar church bodies and sects, and, on 
the other hand, all Subordinationists of every kind who do not accept 
the full deity of the Son, likewise ,a11 those who consider the Holy 
Ghost a mere power of the Godhead. 

b. The Work of Creation ond Preservation 

We believe, teach, and confess that the world on which we live 
was brought into, being by an act of God’s almighty, creative power; 
that the worlds were framed by the Word of God (Hebr. 11:3); and that 
the Son and the ,Holy Ghost, as the other persons of the Godhead, 
*acted together with the Father in creation (Prov. 8:27-30; John 1:3; 
Col. I-16; Gen. 1:2c); hence the plural form for (God, Elohim (Hebrew), 
and the pronoun Us are properly used in Gen. 1:26, and the entire work 
of creation was completed ‘in six days, according to human reckoning 
of time, that is, days of twenty-four hours each (one day, Gen. 1:5b; 
also Gen. 1:31; 2:2; Ex. 2O:ll). 

We believe, teach, and confess that the entire universe, specifically 
the earth on which we live, is being ,preserved and upheld by the Word 
of God’s power (Hebr. 1:3); that His promise to Noah (Gen. 8:22) stands 
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till the end of time; that unbelievers as well as believers are ‘re- 
cipients of His bounty (Matt. 5:45; Acts 17:28); ‘that even the birds of 
the air (Matt. 6:26; Luke 12:24; Ps. 147:9; Job 38:41) as well as the grass 
and the flowers of the field (Matt. 6:28-30) are in His beneficient 
care. 

We reject and condemn the theory of evolution and all its impli- 
cations as being contrary to clear statements of the Bible, no matter 
on what hypothesis they may be bas’ed, also the teaching of atheistic 
evolution. Hence we reject all suppositions which would extend the 
age of the earth beyond the time indicated in the Old Testament ac- 
count (somewhat more than 4,000 ye.ars before the birth of the Savior). 
We condemn, on the other hand, all Deistic theories which assert that 
God, after creating the world, left it to its own devices. We reject, 
in particular, the theory that man has descended from some lower 
form of anim,al life or from an apelike ancestor, this teaching being 
directly opposed to the account given in Holy Writ (Gen. 1:26-27; 2:7; 
Acts 17:26; Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:lO.) 

3. Concerning Man 
We believe, teach, and confess that man, originally created in the 

image of (God, although not essentially holy, w,as without sin as ‘he 
came from the hand of God (Gen. 2:25), but that he yielded to the 
temptation of the devil (Gen. 3:6) and thereby corrupted his entire 
nature, reason and will, so that he became subject to wrath and death 
(Rom. 5:12,18; Eph. 2:1-3). By virtue of inherited (original) sin, every 
human being, born in the natural course of begetting and bearing, is 
flesh born of flesh (John 3:6) and in addition is guilty before God be- 
cause of his own sins (Rom. 5:12), thus being dead in tres,passes and sins 
(Eph. 2:l). This is true of the new-born babe as well as of any person 
who is steeped in gross sins, for all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). 

Hence, we reject and condemn the position of those who assert that 
infants .are innocent or sinless, also that human beings, after reaching 
the age of consciousness, can reach a stage of sinlessness by the,ir own 
efforts, good works, and a life of true altruism (Hebr. 2:15). Neither 
learning nor culture can change the naturally sinful condition of a 
person into one to which sinlessness may be ascribed. 

(to be continued) - Compiled by Dr. P. E. Kretzmann 
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NOTICE 

Last month we printed an article 
concerning the complete sovereignty 
and independence of con.gregations 
to hold *membership in the Orthodox 
Lutheran Conference or to drop the 
same at their discretion. One con- 
gregation exercised its privilege, but 
though they withdrew their m.ember- 
ship because of reasons stated in 
their resignation, yet they REMAIN 
IN FULL FELLOWSHIP WITH THE 

O.L.C. and continue to pray for and 
with the O.L.C. and faithfully support 
the O.L.C. with their gifts. We feel 
this ought to be mentioned lest 
anyone gain the wrong impression 
that the sister congregation, has for- 
saken God-ordained fellowship in the 
faith when all they did was to dis- 
continue me’mbership in a human 
organization. 

THE SPIRITUAL LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN 
Second Lecture-F. Pieper, D.D. 

Whoever still wants to be godly 
of and by himself and still wants to 
help himself in God’s sight, him we 
cannot help with Christ, either, for 
he will not accept Christ as his 
Savior. So this is characteristic in 
the matter of accepting Christ, t.hat 
this acceptance takes place only 
then, when one forsakes all other 
saviors, that is, when one finds no 
comfort ,any longer in himself nor in 
any other creature. For that reason 
it is a terrible thing which they ail 
who will still credit man with any 
spiritual power at all, by means of 
which he is able, even though it be 
only in a small measure, to gain the 
good will of God. They thus prevent 
a person from des,pairing of himself 
and thus hinder him in taking hold 
of Christ and consequently in spirit- 
ual and eternal life. 

grace through the Gospel, which 
must be believed, as Christ declares, 
Mark 1:15, ‘R epent and believe the 
Gospel,’ that is, become different 
.and do otherwise, and believe my 
promise. . And John, preceding Him, 
is called a preacher of repentance, 
however, for the remission of sins, 
that is, John was to accuse all and 
convict them of being sinners, that 
they might know what they were 
before God, *and might acknowledge 
that they were lost men, and migiht 
thus be prepared for the Lord, to re- 
ceive grace, and to expect and receive 
from ,Him the remission of sins. Thus 
also Christ Himself says (Luke 
24:47: ‘Repentance and remission 
of sins must be preached in My name 
among all nations’.” Triglot, p. 
480). 

What, then, is the sum of the 
Luther says further (in the preaching which should sound forth 

Smalcald Articles):- “But to this of- until Judgment Day and through 
fice the New Testament immediately which God wants to lead men to 
adds that consolatory promise of spiritual life and to eternal life? 
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Repentance .and remission of sins; 
that is, through the preaching of the 
Law we are to bring about the know- 
ledge of sin and through the Gospel 
to produce faith in Him who has 
blotted out all sin. This preaching 
should resound, without alteration, 
in the Church until the Last Day. 
Whoever wants to introduce another 
method will not save people but will 
drive them to damnation, though he 
make use of as many hum.an arts and 
devices as he wishes. Man can be 
helped in no other way than that 
he cast himself in the dust before 
God and confess: “I am lost,” and 
that he then throw himself in the 
arms of Jesus, the world’s only 
Savior. 

“However, we must now contrast 
the false repent,ance of the sophists 
with true repentance, in order that 
both may be t.he better understood.” 
(Triglot, *p. 481.) What Luther here 
describes as the false repentance of 
the sophists is what the world even 
now still understands by repentance. 

Luther continues (concerning the 
false repentance of the p.apists): “It 
was impossible that they should 
teach correctly concerning repen- 
tance, since they did not know the 
real sins. For, as has been shown 
above, they do not believe aright 
concerning original sin, but say that 
t,he natural powers of man have re- 
mained unimpaired and incorrupt; 
th.at reason can t.each aright, and the 
will can in accordance therewith do 
aright, that God certainly bestows His 
grace when a man does .as much as 
is in him, according to his free will.” 
(Triglot, p. 481.) 

That is the teaching of repentance 
which is still found even now among 
the heathen. Heathen and Christians 
alike admit th.at m-an is in need of 

God’s grace and favor. The heathen 
have never denied that man needs 
God’s grace. The heathen very well 
know, through the voice of their con- 
science, that they are sinners, before 
God; in life and in the hour of de.ath 
they feel that a debt, or guilt, lies 
between them and God. But heath- 
endom and Christendom disagree on 
this question, how this debt, or guilt, 
is removed from the conscience. 

Here natural man says: “Man 
must strive to become godly. He 
must do as much as is in his power 
to do. He must make an honest: ef- 
fort to make good his sins. Then 
God will remit his guilt for him.” 
The Christian teaching is altogether 
different. It does not say: “Man, do 
as much as you can; then God will 
be gracious to you.” It rather says: 
“Man, you can do absolutely nothing 
to appease God; you are dead in sins. 
All your works, which you do ‘accord- 
ing to your natural ways, are sin, as 
judged in God’s judgment. The only 
escape for you lies in this fact, that 
there is One who e.arned grace for 
you and ,a11 men, not merely half-way 
but completely. God receives you in- 
to .His gr.acious favor for the sake of 
Christ, His Son.” That is the Chris- 
tian doctrine, and thus spiritual life 
comes about. As soon as one teaches 
in such a way that man gets the im- 
,pression he must do as much as is in 
his power ,and then God will be 
gracious to him, spiritual life can not 
be formed, A man will continue to 
think that he can and must help 
himself, and then he will not. come 
to Christ. 

Several p*ages farther on in the 
same article of our Confession we 
re.ad: “In the same way Paul also 
preaches, Romans 3:10-12, ‘There is 
none righteous, there is none that 
understandeth, there is none that 
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seeketh after God, there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one; they are 
all gone out of the way; they are 
t.ogether become unprofitable.’ And 
Acts 17:30; ‘God now command&h all 
men everywhere to repent.’ ‘All 
men,’ he says; no one excepted who is 
a man. This repentance teaches us 
to discern sin, namely, that we are 
altogether lost, and that. there is 
nothing good in us from head to foot, 
and that we must absolutely become 
new and other men. 

“This repentance is not piecemeal 
and beggarly, like that which does 
penance for actual sins, nor is it un- 
certain like that. For it does not de- 
bate what is or is not sin, but. hurls 
ev.zything on .a heap and says: All 
in us is nothing but sin. What is the 
use of invest.igating, dividing, or dis- 
tinguishing a long time? For this 
reason, too, this contrition is not 
uncertain. For there is nothing left 
with which we can think of any good 
thing to pay for sin, but there is 
only a sure despairing concerning all 
that we are, think, spe.ak, or do, etc. 

“In like manner confession, too,. 
cannot be false, uncertain, or piece- 
meal. For he who confesses that all 
in him is nothing ‘but sin, compre- 
hends -all sins, excludes none, forgets 
none. Neither can the s.atisfaction 
b,e uncertain, because it is not our 
uncert.ain, sinful work, but it is the 
suffering and blood of the innocent 
Lamb of God who taketh away the 
sin of the world.” (Triglot, ,p. 489.) 

When we proceed as Luther teach- 
es here in our Confessions ,then we 
do le.ad man to the knowledge that 
for him there is sure grace before 
God. Apprehending this. grace, then, 
is spiritual life. As has been recalled 
to mind so often already:’ Our life 
is enclosed in Christ, and in Him 

alone is there life for us sinners. If 
that life is to enter into us, then we 
must despair of everything. else that 
we may have regarded as a savior 
and helper in our need, and we must 
take Christ into our hearts by faith. 
Then we have life.-Translated by 
A.M.S. 

End of Second Lecture 

“Solely through His Word God 
would declare to us His will and His 
counsels, not through our notions 
and imaginations.“-Luther. 

“The teaching of those who do not 
abide by the wholesome words of 
Christ proceeds out of conceited ig- 
norance.“-Pieper. 
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A CORRECTION 
We ask our readers please to correct the unfortunate transposition 

of lines 4 and 5 in the Church Dedication article on page 167 of 

the previous issue. Thank you! 

A REPORT ONYOURSEMINARY 
In a recent issue of a nationally- part-time. An eighth student is ex- 

known religious paper the statement petted in just a few days. The work 
was made: “A church body which has been going forward without in- 
does not make provisions for the terruptions and with good success, 
theological education of future am- as it has also in the Normal Depart- 
bassadors of Christ is doomed to ment, with two students. It has been 
die.” found necessary, in this department, 

essary, 

These words are worthy of our 
most careful and prayerful attention. 

therefore, that we keep in 

We of the Orthodox Lutheran Con- 
ference are only a small crew; we 

mind the needs of our Seminary. At 

cannot boast of great numbers. But 
we are firmly convinced that the 

the present time we have seven reg- 

Lord wants us to go forward, to de- 

ular students in the Seminary prop- 

fend and promote the FULL TRUTH 
OF THE WORD OF GOD. It is nec- 

er, .with one visitor who attends 

to have Saturday morning classes, 
whereas the Seminary Department 
has afternoon classes in certain 
courses. 

We should like to ask all of you: 
PRAY for your Seminary! WORK 

various places, in 

for your Seminary! GAIN ADDI- 
TIONAL STUDENTS for your Semin- 

fact, people are 
ary, for we need more 

waiting for them. 

workers in 

Prof. P. E. Kretzmann, 
President, 0. L. Seminary. 

“Scripture demands, 1 Cor. l:lO, 
that ‘ye all speak the same thing 
. . * that ye be perfectly joined to- 
gether in the same mind and the 
same judgment’; Eph. 4:5: ‘one faith’. 
The ‘sound words’, 2 Tim. 1:13, the 
‘sound doctrine’, (Luther: ‘die heil- 
same Lehre’), Titus 1:9; 1 Tim. 63; 
2 Tim. 1:13; 4:3; 1 Tim. f:lO is the. 
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