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STATEMENT 
OF PURPOSE 

To Make known the teachings, 
treasures, and history of Dhe true 
Lutheran Church; 

To Offer evidences that the Lu 
theran Church is Nlot a sect, ancr 
Not a New church, but rather a con- 
tinuation of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, our Lord and Savior; 

To S,hhow what Tirue Lutherans Must 
believe, how they are to Live 8 
Christian life, suffer in patience, and 
die in peace; and 

To Uncover the current false doc- 
trines, to Oppose them, and to Warn 
again& them, especially t,o unmask 
False .Lutheranis and their Aberra- 
tions from Scriptures and the pure 
Lutheran Confessions,. including the 
Book of Concord of 1580, the 
Brief Statement of 1932, and our 
Confession of Faith. 

“Communions still holding God’s Word 
essenti,ally but erring obstinately in funda- 
mentals; IN SO FAR as they do so, are, ac- 
cording to God’s Word, not churches but 
schisms or sets, i.e. heretical communions.“ 
Rom. 16:17; 11 Tim. 2:17.18; Acts 20129.30; 1 
Tim. 3:15; Cor. 11:18,19; 3:12. 

“Communions destroying the unity of the 
Church for non-fundamental errors or person, 
alities of ceremonies or wicked life, accord- 
ing to God’s Word are schismatic or separa- 
tistic communions.” 1 Cor. 11:18,19; 1:lZ. Cf. 
Hebr. 10:23,25; 1 John 2:19. The Apology says: 
“We are to beware of false prophets but not 
cause schisms or divisions, as the Donatists 
have done, though priests and people do not 
everywhere lead a Christian life. (Art. VIII). 
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RSII REJECTED 
WARNING ISSUED 

Meeting in Minneapolis, Minnesota, August 2224, (Pastoral 
conference Aug. 21) THE ORTHODO,X LUTHERAN CONFER- 
ENCE Pastors and delegates in convention assembled adopted the 
following resolution: 

WHEREAS the RSV has, in scores ,of passages, weakened the text 
,of the Authorized Version (KJV), changing readings 
without any apparent reason and disregarding the 
beauty and the rhythm .of the KJV (e.g. P!s. 8 :l, 2; 
Ps. 42:l; Ps. 68:4b; M,att. 19:5; ‘Gal. 4:3; etc.); and 

WHE,REAS the RSV is frequently based on conjectural criticism 
and changes in the original text, as is shown by many 
footnotes ; and 

WHEREAS The RSV is guilty of many inconsistencie.s in disting- 
uishing between the pronouns as applied to Jesus as 
(God and as a mere man (e.g., P.S. 2:7-9; Is. 49:6; Ps. 
110.1, 2, 4b; Matt. 16:16; Matt. 20:21; Luke 23; John I: 
38; J:ohn 6: 25, 30, 68, 69. etc.); and 

WHEREAS The RSV frequently jeopa.rdi.ses or denies the true doc- 
trine of Holy Writ as in Is. 7:14, where the doctrine 
of the virgin :birth is placed under suspicion; I Tim. 
3:2 and Titus 1:6, where the clear text of the Greek 
is corrupted; John I:18 and John ‘3:16, where the cor- 
rect and sonorous “only-begotten” has been weakened 
to “only”; Rom. 9:5, where the clear teaching regard- 
ing the deity of Christ has been weakened; I Tim. 3:16, 
where the “godliness” of the KJV has been replaced 
by the somewhat nonde.script “religion”; and 

WHEREAS The RSV contains hundreds of other aberrations, both 
philological and theological; and 

WHEREAS :the mistake.s of the KJV are like a few ‘grains of sand 
in a glass of pure water while the &obvious errors of 
the RSV are like a poison which permeates all the 
water in a glass; making it suicidal for a person to 
#make use of thi.s translation for doctrinal and’ de- 
votional purposes and that its use be restricted to 
those whose training in the languages of the Bible 
enables them to detect the error,s in the RSV in order 
to make the necessary corrections at the proper time 
and in the proper place. 

The ORTHO,DOX LUTHERAN C,ONFERENCE 
in convention asse,mbled therefore 

RESOLVES unanimously, that “on the basi.s of previous study in 
our congriegations and their rejection of the Revised 
Standard Version ,of the Bible, we concur in the above 
resolution of the committee, rejecting the RSV and 

warning against it.” 
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ON CHRISTIAN 
EDUCATION 

“Cease, my son, to hear the inst?uc# 
tion that caused2 to err from the 
w,oras 0f .~nowledge.” 

It is not possi,ble to be orthodox 
and still be satisfied with anything 
else than an orthodox education for 
your children. If adverse circum- 
stances prevent an Orthodox Luth- 
eran congregation for a time from 
establishing its own school, it,s mem- 
bers, and particularly all parents of 
children in its midst, will not cease 
to cry unto the Lord to supply this 
need, and when He does so they will 
make use of it with grateful thanks- 
giving and consider no sacrifice too 
great for its support. 

Under no circumstances can a!? 
orthodox Lut:heran be satisfied with 
a public school for his child, ‘on the 
basis of the ciear words of God from 
Proverbs 19:27 which form the t.itle 
of this article. The evidence that 
publi,c school education is “instruc- 
tion that ca.useth to err from the 
words of knowledge,” if given in de- 
tail, would fill volumes, and would 
have t,o include a comprehensive 
treatment of the atheistic educational 
philosophy of John Dewey, recently 
deceased, but throughout most of his 
long life, a.nd still, through his writ- 
ings an.d his students, the predomin- 
ant influence in American public edu- 
cation. (See De Moines Register Aug. 
3% ‘53.) We can now list only a few 
of t,he most fun.damental heresies 
which are basic to the system con-. 
trasting them with the fundamental 
principles of orthodox Scriptural 
education: 

1). The publi,c school treats the 
child as fundamentally good by na- 
ture, but perfectable by education 
and proper sociai environment. The 
orthodox school treats your child as 
shapen in iniquity and conceived in 
sin (Psalm 51:5), but redeemed by 
Jesus’ precious blood and born again 
in Holy Baptism. 

2.) The public school under the in- 
fluence of the philosophy of John 
Dewey ,considers the child an animal, 
evolved out of lower forms of animal 
life and primitive savagery, but now, 
together with the whole world, its 
institutions and its religions, having 
reached an advanced stage of evo- 
lution, and progressing toward a fu- 
ture ‘perfect state of society. The 
orthodox school considers the child as 
fallen from the high est&e in which 
our first parents were created in 
God’s image, and together with the 
whole world helples,s to regain it; 
but renewed in the image of his 
Creater (Colossians 3:lO and Eiphes- 
ians 4:24) and made a child of God 
by the regenerating grace of God’s 
Holy Spirit, progressing in sanctifi- 
&ion through the use of the means 
of grace, and destined to a ,blessed 
eternity with God in heaven after this 
decadent world and the works that. 
are therein has been burned up at 
our Lord’s glorious second coming 
to take His scattered loved ones 
home. .‘. 

3). The pu.blic school teaches the I 
unofficial State religion of “inter- 
faith”; that one religion is as good 
as another, and all should mutually 
respect each other, worshilp and work 
together; that religious freedom in 
the civil sphere implies “religious 
tolerance” in the spiritual sphere, 
and hence emphasis upon differences 
in creed, religious controversy and 
antagonism, especially when it goes 
so far a.s to render obedience to Ro- 
mans 16:17, is “intolerant bigotry”, 
and hence un-America.n. The ortho- 
dox school teaches: “Neither is there 
s&&ion in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be 
saved.” Acts 4, 112. 

4.) The public school teaches the 
child to observe outward morality 
because it is the ‘%est policy” and 
leads to success in this world, to 
be “com,munityminded” in order that 
he may “get’ along with others,” and 
to observe the rules of good citizen 
ship because such conduct conduces 
to public prosperity and the welfare 

(Continued on next Page) 
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bf society. All its motivations are 
legalistic; The orthodox school 
teaches the child that “we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good ,works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should 

T 
alk in them” (Ephesians 2 : 10 ) ; 

$As we have therefore opportunity, 
let us do good unto all men, espe- 
cially unto them which atie of the 
household of faith” (Galatians 6 : 10 ) ; 
“Submit yourselves to every ordin- 
ance of man for the Lord’s sake” (1 
Peter 2:13). All its motivations are 
evangelical. 

The orthodox Lutheran Christian 
will suppor the public ,schSol as re- 
quired by law, that the ,coarse sut- 
breaks of vice .may be restrained in 
those who obey not the Gospel of 
Christ. He will support the orthodox 
school as a training agency to help 
in bringing up his own children and 
those of his fellow Christians in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord 
(Ephesians 6:4), and as .a. missionary 
agency’ to bring straying lambs into 
%he fold of the .Savior (MIatthew 
,8:11-14). Pray, work, give, ,sacri- 
fice for the orthodox school! 

W.H.M. 

NOT1C.E 
BE SURE TO RENEW YOUR 
SUBSCRIPTIQNS PROMPTLY 

Ymr Subscription expires in the 
month designated with your address. 

No Controversy 
A writer who signs himself “Si- 

meon Stylites” is a regular contrib- 
utor to the Christian Century, a mag- 
azine which ‘calls itself “an unde- 
nominational journal ,of religion,” is 
noted for his pungeht., sometimes 
rather sarcastic remarks on various 
subjects, most of them however ,per- 
taining to religion. Many of his re- 
marks really make sense and can 
be applied to conditions as they ub- 

t;ain, also in the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod. 

We quote from ,an article whichc 
appeared under the above caption, 
in which the a.uthor castigates the 
modern trend toward evading issues. 
He asks: “Is the present popular de- 
mand for ‘no controversy’ going to 
result in a ment.al blackout all over 
America ? For it is really sapping 
the supports of democracy - in&- 
viduality and controversy . . . N,ow 
the great danger is that of peqjle pull- 
ing down the shades of their minds 
in fear. There is a symbol in the 
pulled-down shades, a terrifying sym- 
bol. Frequently ?n ‘a small town one 
can hear it said, ‘I think our neighbor 
must have died. They are pulling 
down the shades.’ Whenever men 
pull down the shades of their minds, 
something precious Kas ’ died.” 

The application of these thoughts 
to the conditions now obtaining in the 
negotiations between the Missouri 
Synod and the American Lutheran 
Church is obvious. Unless the com- 
mit.tee of the Missouri Synod has 
changed the ,actual confession of that 
church body, and unless such changes 
have been approved by the Missouri 
Synod (Have they been, according to 
the resolutions of the Houston Con- 
vention - Antichrist ‘- Conversion 
-election, etc. ? ), then the declara- 
tions made ‘by leaders on both sides 
have established the principle that no 
controversial. items were to be included 
in the negotiations. It was said, 
also in print, that the commi:ssioners 
from both sides were to avoid all 
subjects concerning which there had 
been disagreement between the re- 
spective church bodies, and to draw 
up propositions on which they were 
agreed. That is the way the “Com- 
mon Confession” came into being 
and. has now ;been approved for the 
second time, in spit,e of ,a11 con.scien- 
tious objections. It is a document 
which shows the terrible results of 
compromise in matters of religion, 
for the slogan seems to be: NO CQN- 
TROVERSY! But that is not the 
way to establish the FULL TRUTH 
of the Word. 

P.E.K. 



WHAT D,OES THE BIBLE 
TEACH ABOUT THE PASTOR’S 
OFFICE AND POSITION? 

There is no need of a long infroduc- 

fion to this article. Every one who has 

taken note of the trend of the times cer- 

tainly has noticed a twofold tendency. 
On the one hand, on the part of the 

church members (the laity), there is an 

inclination to regard the incumbents of 

the ministerial office with a kind of amused 
contempt, as hired servants of the con- 

gregation. On the other hand, on the 

part of the clergy, there is a tendency to 

establish themselves as a special order, 

or station, and to assume rights which are 
not inherent- in the office. This latter trend 

is paificularly noticeable in the officialdom 

of certain bodies, also such whose con- 

fessions strongly emphasize the universal 

priesthood of believers. It is another case 

of having the practise of a church body 

lag behind its public teaching. A brief 

study of the pertinent Scripture ‘passages, 
therefore, may serve to guide our fhink- 

ing. info the right channels. 

primus inter pares, the first among the 
equals, in the case of a Christian pastor, 
by the call of the congregation, not by 

virtue of his occupying a special station 

or order. 
I Tim. 5:17r “Let the elders who rule 

well be counted worthy of double honoc4 
especially they who labor in the WorP 
and doctrine.“-Here two points have spe- 

cial significance. In the first place, all the 
members of the presbytery, the board of 

elders, are included in the admonition, 

the ruling elders, or deacons, as we now 

usually call them, and the teaching elders, 

or pastors. So the pastor or minister is 

to be given honor, but not to the exclusion 

of those who are associated with him in 

the government of the congregation. And 

then there is the little word “well,” that 
is “proper,” “in a manner worthy of 

their off ice.” All arbitrary and tyrannical 

ruling ii out of order and will fend to 

bring discredit upon the man guilty of 
such practices. 

The HONOR Due to the bFFlCE 

I Thess. 5:12.13: “And we beseech you, 
brethren, to know them which labor 
among you, and are over you in the 
lord, and admonish you, and to esteem 

them very highly in love for their work’s 
sake.“-We here compare Rom. 12:8.” He 

that iulefh, with diligence,” for in the 
Greek the woid designates “one who 

stands at the head, a leader,” not a 

“master.” And the leadership exercised 

by pastors is not that of an arbitrary rule, 

but is governed by the phrase “in the 
lord,” for if is only by virtue of HIS call 

that pastors occupy their position of leader- 

ship. Whatever is not clearly taught in 

Holy Scripfure is not within the province of 

pastors. 
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I Tim. 4:12: “Let no man despise thy 

youth; but be thou an example of the 

believers, in word, in conversation, in char- 

ity, in spirit, in faith, in purify.” CP/ 
Titus 2:15: “Let no man despise thee.“- 

In either case, the admonifion is addressed 

to the incumbent of the pastoral office, and, 

as the context show;, the burden of the 

situation falls upon this man. If he is not 
an example in the Christian virtues enumer- 

ated here, ‘if should not be a maffer of 

surprise or resentment to him if he is not 

given the honor which he claims for his 

off ice. He’ must merit the respect of his. 

parishioners. 

The OBEDIENCE Which the LORD EXPECTS 

He’br. 13:17: “Obey them that have 
the rule over you, and submit yourselves, 
for they wafach for your souls, as they 

that must give account, that they may 

do if with ioy, and not with grief.“-The 

phrase “that have the rule over you” is, 

the Greek, one word, signifying “guides, 

leaders.” We have fhe same word in 

Acts 15~22, where the English translation 

has “chief men among the brethren.” The 

Word .is best rendered by the Latin phrase 

Luke 10:16: “He that hearefh you, 

hearefh Me; and He that despisefh you 

despisefh Me; and he that despisefh Me 

despisefh Him that sent Me.“-If is un- 

doubtedly correct to apply these wotds, 
as addressed to the seventy “evangelists,” 

to the pastors of today. They are the 
representatives, the ambassadors, of the 

King of the Church. But in that very facD, 
if is a restriction. An ambassador is not 
an independent ogenf, he does not speak 

on his own authority, and he tannof go be- 

yond hir orders without forfeiting his posi- 
tion. If the teaching of Christian pastors 

is not the teaching of the Lord of the 

Church, they cannot expect obedience. 



I Thess. 2:13i “When ye received the 

Word of God which ye heard of us, ye 

received it not as the word of men, but, 

as it is in truth, the Word of God.“- 

Pastors can, and should, expect obedience 

to their teaching only if they bring proof 

of its being taken entirely from the Word 

.f God, Such preaching and teaching re- 

quires the obedience of Christian congre- 

gations. The same thqught is presented 

in II Thess. 3:14 and in Hebr. 13:17. 

I Cor. 4:15: “In Christ Jesus I have 

begotten you through the Gospel.“- 

Christians are spiritual children of their 

pastors in the lord, and that through the 

Gospel, inasmuch and insofar as their 

teaching is supported by the Word. Any 

title given to a pastor is merely an ex- 

pression of respect and affection, but will, 

of course, not be claimed by a minister. 

See Matt. 23:8.9. It is only in this sense 

that the large Cathechism includes pastors 

in the Fourth Commandment. ,?n every 

other respect the obedience which the 

lord expects is that of the Third Command- 

ment. 

The CARE of PASTORS by Their 

PARISHIONERS 

Gal. 6:6: “Let him that is taught in 

the Word communicate unto him that 

teacheth in all good things.” The “com- 

municate” is to “share with,” so Ihat a 

pastor may live on the same average level 
with his parishioners, who will also take 

into account that a pastor needs tools 

for his work, that is, books and other 

supplies, not to speak of other necessary 

expenditures. Under no circumstances is 

the pastor to be considered and treated 

like a hired servant or as one who should 

be satified with remnants. 

Luke 10:7: “Eating and drinking such 

things as they give.” The marginal note 

here correctly states: “such things as they 

have,” literally that which is with them, 

what they themselves live on, what they 

can well afford to give. If the members 

“sf a congregation have fine cars, radios, 

television sets beyond the needs of their 

profession, craft, or business, they should 

put the pastor in the position financially 

that he may enjoy the same things. 

I Cor. 9:7-l 1, especially v.14: “Even so 

hath the lord ordained that they which 

preach the Gospel should live of the 

Gospel.“-The case of Paul was a special 

case, and he had ‘his own private reasons 

for working at his craft while he labored 

as an apostle. At the same time he com- 

mended the Philippian Christians very high- 

ly for their willing support. God’s rule 

is that pastors should not be handicapped 

in the discharge of their pastoral duties 

by the necessity of making a living for 

themselves by outside employment. Their 

salary and other emoluments should place 

them and their families beyond care. We 
may never forget that the. statement, “Be 

not deceived: God is not mocked,“, Gal. 

6:6 is attached to the admonition which 
commends pastors to the care of their con- 

gregations. 

SAFEGUARDING the OFFICE 

Against Wilful Contempt and 

Arbitrary Treatment 

I Tim. 5:19: “Against an elder receive 

not an accusation, but before two or three 

witnesses.” -If the Lord established this 

rule even with regard to the ordinary 

officers of the congregation, it certainly 
must be observed with respect to a Christian 

pastor. If he is guilty of any kind of trans- 

gression, including malfeasance ’ in office, 
the testimony against him must be in agree- 

ment with his divine direction. A congre- 
gation that tries to depose its pastor, ex- 

cept for false doctrine, an open sinful life, 

or on account of bodily infirmity, sins 

grievously against the Word of God, espe- 

cially if it permits itself to be dominated 

by officials of a synodical body who are 

actuated by hierarchical notions. The words 

of Heb. 13:17, especially “that they may 

do it with ioy, and not 

be kept in mind at all 

(This article on the 

with grief,” should 

times. ’ 

P.E.K. 

parish ministry will 

be concluded in the next issue, dealing 
with the attributes and qualifications of a 
Christian pastor, both general and person- 
al.) -Ed. 

PLEAS@: In sending orders for re- 
leases or .ordering or re-subscribing 
to the ORTHODOX LUTHEYRAN do 
not send check to the Orthodox Lu- 
theran Conference but to the ORTHO- 
DOX L U T H E’ R A ‘N. Subscriptilqns 
make excellent gifts. “ 



THE .QUESTION OF 
PRAYER FELLOWSHIP 
AND JOINT PRAYERS 

It seems that the ghost is not yet 
laid, but, Iike that in Shakespeare’s 
Hamlet, stalks abroad at the most in- 
opportune times. We thought that the 
question indicated above has been set- 
tled in the. minds of all men, one way 
or the other, wrong or right., for all 
times. But. articles which have receat- 
ly appeared, also in Missouri Synod 
circles, show that the theology of con- 
fusion is still at work. 

In an article that bears the heading, 
“Three Aspects of the Way of Christ 
and the, Church,” and which is clarified 
to some degree by the subhead, “An 
Approach to the Fellowship Problem,” 
we find the following statements: “In 
the matter of fellowship, too, our 
Lord woud have us savtr the things 
that be of God. God wills the Church, 
and He wills it ONE’ (John 17:21; 
Eph. 4:4:X?).” Here we have the confu- 
sion which identifies the UNA SA8NC- 
TA wit&. the so-called visible Church, 
for the passages referred to clearly 
speak of that invisibly communio 
sanctorum whose membership is 
known Fo God alone. Continuing in the 
same strain of confusion, the author 
of the article, still on the subject of 
visible fellowship, writes: ‘(God has 
not appointed us to’ determine just 
how much disobedience of His Word 
is fatal and h,ow much is tolerable.” 
This sentence certainly presents a 
puzzle, i,nasmuch as Holy Writ igives 
us specific directions as to what we 
must do with regard to the full truth. 
No clearer statements can be f’ound 
in the Word of God than ,Gal. 5 :9. 
(“a little leaven”), Matt. 28:20 (“all 
things”), Prov. 30:6 (“add thou not 
unto His words”), and many other 
passages. According to Holy Writ the 
distinction between God’s relation to 
the members of the una sancta and 
the allowances which He wishes to 
make, on the one hand, and His com- 
mand to Christians of all times ~EI t;o 
cdnfessions and practices which are 

not in agreement with so much as one 
word of the inspired text, on the other 
hand, is perfectly clear. Hence, this 
article (Cont. Theo. Monthly, October, 
1952, pp 711.719), excellent as it is in 
some parts, is not acceptable in set- 
tling the fellowship’ difficulty. 

The same confusion of bheo1ogica 1 
thinking is found in the preceding is- 
sue of the same journal (p. 634 f.). 
There we read: “The New Testament 
speaks of a ,prayer fellowship which 
transcends t.he prayer fellowship de- 
scribed in the ecclesiastical under- 
standing of this term. Each in its re- 
spect.ive sphere speaks of a fellow- 
ship, but from a different viewpoint 
and under different situations. Under 
given circumstances a Christian not 
only may, but also must pray with all 
Christians. And such prayer is’ indeed 
a manifestation of the fellowship 
which embraces all Christians in all 
denominations and even outside a de- 
nominational connection. Then, again, 
the Christian must restrict his prayer 
fellowship to such as are united with 
him in the profession of a common17 
accepted .basis of doctrinal agree-’ 
ment..” 

Just exactly what the writer had in 
mind is not clear. Of course, as the 
exposition of th,e Catechism correctly 
states, all Christians pray for and 
with one another, as in the Lord’s 
Prayer, provided they are not con- 
sciously opposing any word of Scrip- 
ture. That is the fellowship of the in- 
visible Church, and Cod alone knows 
who is so united. But it is an alto- 
gether different matter where repre- 
sentat.ives of two or more different 
groups come together without an 
agreement in ALL t,he teachings of 
Holy Writ. If there is evidence of any 
kind of opposition against any word 
of ~God’s inspired Word, prayer feb 
lowship as well as joint prayer would 
be mockery. According to Matt. 19:19 
agreement is a prerequisite for joint 
prayer. 

According to Holy Writ, prayer fel- 
lowship and joint prayer are permis- 
sible only: 

(Continued on next page) 
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BUY YOUR COiPY NIOW 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS of I 
Annual Convention of the O.L.C. 

(‘52) $2.00 

A Short History of The 
Orthodox Luthe.ran Conference 

$.50 

Order from our office a list (free) 
of all the releases and mimeo- 
graphed study sheets on import- 
ant doctrinal issues - reasonable 
prices in lots,-for distribution by 
you. All orders for above books- 
advance cash, plus 3c po,st.age. 

(Continued) 

1. When both parties (or all-parties 
concerned) ostensibly standing on the 
same confessional p 1 a t f 0 r m, are 
searchers together for the divine 
truth, as was evidently the case in 
the early history of the Missouri Syn- 
od, before the lines had been drawn 
and the issues had been fixed. Matt. 
7:ll; Luke 11:13. 

2. When we are dealing with an 
obvious case of ‘weakness of under- 
standing and NO opposition to the 
Word of God is shown. Prov. 28 :9. 

All other cases belong in the domain 
of casuistry. 

P.E.K. 

Your Subscription expires in the 
month designated with your address. 

ON ANOINTING CERTAIN 
PARTS OF THE BODY 

Paraphrasing and augmenting certain 

parts of a recent article we should like 

to open this short discussion by referring 

to Samuel Pepy’s report of the coronation 
of Charles II. At that time the Right Rever- 

end Archbishop of England anointed not 

only the head (for the proper use of con- 

secrated intelligence), the chest (to remind 

the king that his heart should be filled 

with proper love and sympathy for his sub- 

iects), the shoulders (in order that he might 

bear up under the load of his duties), the 

back (which he needed for a strong stand 

against all enemies), but also the elbow, 
so it could be properly crooked for the 

great jobs which were laid upon him. 

In view of recent developments we feel 

constrained to add other parts of the body 

which would be better for an onointing, as, 

for example, the knees, so that they may 
be more readily bent in prayer. 

let us begin with the knees, for we cer- 

tainly need PRAYER’ for the tasks that are 

ahead for us. It is true today, as it was 

in the days of Elijah and in the days of 

James, that “the effectual fervent prayer 

of the righteous man availeth much.” But 

it must he importunate, persevering; and it 

should have reference to particular needs. 

For such prayer, however, we need the 

anointing of our heads, for we should use 

our good judgment in solving the problems 

which confront us. Then we need the anoint- 

ing of the back and the shoulders, for there 

will be burdens to bear in the future, at 

least as many as were laid upon us in 

the past. 

.-.-But what is the use of an anointed head 

and heart and back and shoulders if the 

elbow is not anointed. Our heads may be 

clear, our hearts may be in the right place, 

and all the rest of the body in good shape 

for the work of the lord, yet if our elbows 

are in need of anointing we shall not reach 

down to lift, and we shall not reach out 

to push. It has been said that the modern 

counterpart of a partial baptism is seen in 

the many people who have indeed been 

baptized, but only on the outside. They 

have not received the anointing, the unction, 

of which St. John speaks. If ideas and 
plans are not backed up with the elbow 

of action they will come to naught, Let 
us learn to put our ideas, our plans, our 

prayers into action. 



THE CHRISTIAN 
AND GAMBLING 

Though the constitut.ion of the U’. 
S. k. guarantees liberty and free- 
dom, and the principle of equality 
of all men is so carefully upheld and 
fought for in #many respects, it seems 
that when people for selfish reasons 
study the constitution ,or bill of rights 
they can interpret the same in most 
peculiar manner, as the liberalist and 
modernist and enthusia.st does with 
the Holy Bible. 

Federal and state law forbids fav- 
oring any special class of citizens, 
and yet church ,and social or charity 
organizations and private clubs seek 
even legal exemption from statutes 
(also from gambling laws) which 
they all should respect and obey. 

We endorse the decision of the In- 
diana Supreme court which opined 
“Is there any substantial distinction 
between a bona fide religious, pa- 
triotic, charitable, or fraternal club 
seeking and receiving profit from the 
conduct of a lottery, the operation 
ofslot machines, or any other gambl- 
ing device, a,nd an individual, a so- 
cial club, or professional gamblers 
who operate a similar lottery enter- 
prise, slot machines,. or other gam- 
bling device.s ?” 

Reports the Chicago Tribune: “The 
court couldn’t see the distinction and 
neither do we. If gambling is wrong, 
it is wrong for everyone. The use 
of its profits for. moral purposes 
doesn’t make immorality moral.” 
The Seventh Commandment stand.s 
in spite of all man’s efforts to avoid 
it. The Ninth --Commandment on 
coveting likewise stands for every 
man’s obedience. “Righteousness 
exalteth a nation?” What a pity, 
shame, calamity when church ,groups 
and organizations tear down the 
moral standard of any nation, es- 
pecially the nation in w.hich they 
practice their religion .in freedom. 
What business has the church or any- 
one else to coimplain’ about people 

(Continued on P.age 184) 

A REST REMAINS 

A rest remains 
With Thee, my God, with Thee, 
Rest and eternal bliss; 
A rest remains,- 
Thy love eternal .heals 
Whatever is amiss; 
All that on earth would vex and harm us 
In heav’n can nevermore alarm us: 
A rest remains. 

A rest remains! 
Life’s battle soon is o’er, 
All f oes m-e oveucome; 
Yt,‘itith Thee, our Lord, 
Forever we ure one 
In 0~7 eternal Home. 

No foe can there distress, molest us, 
For in Thy love untold we rest us: 
A rest remains! 

A rest remains! 
T\To death can tltreaten there 
Nor sorxow, fear, and pain; 
No tears will flow, 
No anguish will be near, 
In His care we rem&n; 
And uje shall praise, with joy ,supernaZ, 
Him who has saved from death. ete’rnaf : 
A rest remains! 

A rest remains! 
Lament, then, not nor weeb, 
0 heart, in this short life; 
His strength is sure. 
Who sawd thee by His death, 
Who won in bitter strife. 
Oh look to Him, your hecvenly 

Savior, 
Accept His love drtd grace and favor: 
With Him is rest! 

P.E.R. 
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A WORD ABOUT CRITICS 
In the August issue of the ORIHOd 

DOX LUTHERAN THEOLOGIm ap* 
pears an excellent article from the pen of 

the venerable president of our ORTHO# 
DOX LUTHERAN SEMI?Ql.R’Y on the 
uatter of Christian polemics (copies 

rough the O.L. oflice, ten cents and 
postage). 

Scriptural polemics and personal opind 
ions and human expediency are so often 
intermingled and misunderstood and mis# 
applied that we welcome and advertise 
such a wonderful article for the average 
Christian to study and then to adopt the 
proper attitude over against matters which 
every true child #of God must contend 
against, as well as those which he should 
favor and support. 

A corresDondent states “We subscribe 
to your pager but that does not mean 
that we subscribe to e’very statement,” 
etc. Now what4 would be your answer? 
We are not selling tractors 07 automo* 
biles. We ure fighting the good fight of 
faith. We deal with spiritual things. We 
compare spiritual things with spiritual. 

We discuss, 07 present if you will, re’ 
fgious matters on the basis of the clear 

vand inviolute and eternal foundations of 
God’s Word, the Scriptures. If now any 
reader finds fault with the presentation>, 
and claims to be a person who loves and 
supports the TRUTH, then does he or 
she not owe it to God, to us, to every 
other reader, to correct us if we d7e 
wrong? 

If, for example, in a religious discuss 
sion, I quote Scripture to prove my point, 
would y,ou be so bold as to say that such 
a quotation is “just your personal opin* 
ion?” If we propedy deduce a conclusion 
on the basis of one or more clear Scrip* 
ture passages, would it not ,be the duty 
of the reader wh.o disagrees to demon* 
strate ‘any misinterpretation so that the 
TRUTH should stand in all its splendor 
and majesty? 

We, by no means, dare claim that we 
are the only ones that have the TRUTH. 
!You have .the Bible as given to us by 
God, and hence have the FULL TRUTH. 
Readin.g it, meditating upon it, without 
preconceived notions 07 biased judgment 
of another’s use and uppkation, prayer/ 
fully under the guidance of the Holy 
Ghost, should indeed enlighten you as to 

TRUTH and the proper manner of pre* 
senting the Truth and exposing error 
in the sbirit and manner of Jesus Christ. 
2leo’logy and Christian polemics operate 
on the basis #of “IT IS WRITTE?$” 
What is not w&ten by divine inspiration 
cannot be tdlerated on the same level; 
error must be completely and consistently 
condemned by every faithful disciple of 
Jesus Christ and by every true and honest 
Lutheran. 

WANTED 
NEW SUBSCRIBERS 

BE SURE TO RENEW 
Keep Informed About Conditions Existing 
Among Lutherans and on the Church 
Front. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS MAKE 
EXCELLENT GIFTS 

$2.00 a Year--Anywhere 

Use Subscription Blanks 
or Coupons Included 

SEND TO 

ORTHODOX LUTHERAN 
Highland Station, Box 2604 

Minneapolis 11, Minn. 

"USE ME, LORD-" 
The story of an American Negro 

who was well known for being slow 
and lazy. One day he got converted 
in a revival. His associates in the 
church were wondering, in fact they 
were very anxious to know whether 
this man would now really do some- 
thing. He attended a meeti.ng and 
offered a prayer, saying “C;s5 me, 
Lord, use me,-in an advisory capa- 
city.” There is of course a simple 
admonition to each of u.s in this story. 
When there is work to do the faith- 
ful Christian says: “Here am I, Lord, 
send me, send me” actually and per- 
sonally apply myself to the task at 
hand. We are busy, working, telling, 
writing, testifying, witnessing, liv- 
ing and dying unto Him who is our 
One and our All. 



SOMETIMES QUOTATIONS 
ARE ENLIGHTEmNING 

The following quotations are taken 
from the July issue of The Lutheran 
Outlook, a m.agazine of the Ameri- 
con Lutheran Conference. We offer 
extracts, practically without com- 
ment. 

We refer first to an article en- 
titled “Pr_lctices Relating to the Cele- 
bration of Holy ,Communion,” in 
which the author discusses such sub- 
jects as “Close Communion,” “Mod- 
ern Problems with Close Commun- 
ion,” and “A Deep Sense of Re- 
sponsibility in Our Pastors,” all of 
which contain much food for thought. 
We quote from the conclusions of- 
fered by the writer: “All commun- 
ion services should be under the 
sponsorship of a congregation, the 
basic unit of the Church. While 
there is no word of Scripture to dis- 
allow large mass communions, other 
considerations advise caution, lest the 
diversion and excite.ment at large 
gatherings overlook the local pastoral 
care .and ignore proper preparation.” 
(Note: 1 Cor. 1138 ff. I clearly es- 
tablish the celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist as a congregational func- 
tion. Where congregational super- 
vision is not feasible, it certainly is 
much ,better, to say the least, to 
omit the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper.) 

At the end of the article we find 
the following statement of principles: 

“Since the celebration of Holy 
Communion (administering function) 
according to well-founded Lutheran 
usage lies within the scope and pro- 
vince of the local congregation and 
its ordained servant, 

“Therefore, special Communion 
Services, held in connection with con- 
ventions or other gatherings, shall 
be held in charge of t,he local pastor 
and congregation, or (under) its aus- 
pices. 

“The accepted polity and practices 
obtaining in our Church relative to 
announcements shall be adhered to 
at these celebrations of the Lord’s 
Supper. 

“AB a rule, no group within a 
congregation or the Church at large 
shall assume the ,prerogative of hold- 
ing communion services out of ‘bar- 
many with the re.gulations expressed 
above.” 

In the same number of The Luth- 
eran Outlmk, in the section devo+= 
to “Correspondence,” there is a lelr 
ter which, for one, attacks the “Mis- 
sourian” teaching on conversion and 
predestination, asserting concerning 
the latter doctrine, that “it sounded 
Calvinistic, not Lutheran.” But here 
is the writer’s chief complaint: “Now 
our men got together with the Mis- 
sourians to work out a Common Con- 
fe.ssion and Missouri was victorious ! 
The definition of election (IV) con- 
tains truths which n3 Christian de- 
nies, ,but, Doctor, that is not the 
Lutheran doctrine of predestination 
(Art. XI)! The Missourians knew 
what they wanted and on what they 
had to insist to be acceptable to 
their co-heretics. They sacrificed the 
Biblical-Lutheran truth to the Mis- 
sourian heresy ! 
ed. . . ‘? 

And our men yield- 

All of which throws a peculiar 
light on that pti\,dcious document, 
showing exactly whither the Missour- 
ian “theology of confusion” is lead- 
ing even trained pastors. 

There is only one step which will 
lead away from the chaos of 1950, 
and that is for the Missouri Synod 
to reject the pernicious document 
once and for all and, if a confession 
is to be drawn up in addition to the 
BRIEF STATEMhNT, let it 
pared by men as fearless? as 
Pieper and his colleagues 
Pfotenhauer’s committee. 

be pre- 
Dr. Ii‘. 
on Dr. 

P.E. Eretzmann, 
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“BE NOT CONFORMED1 TO 
THIS WORLD” 

Prominent among the distinctive 
customs and conventions of this 
world, especially in this our day, is 
what our fathers called “das weltue- 
blithe Tanzen”, “dancing. as it is 
Practiced in the world.” As has been 
%ommonly recognized among ortho- 
dox Lutherans of all ages and all 
lands, such dancing does not pertain 
to things indifferent, which may be 
right or wrong according to the 
though& and motives of those who 
practice them, but belongs entirely 
to the sphere of evil, and is clearly 
prohibited by Proverbs 5:20. One 
very important reason why the 
world’s educational institutions, espe- 
cially those which offer higher edu- 
cation, can never be satisfactory to 
the Christian is that the only’ form 
of social entertainment they know is 
the dance. 

Reccn tly, however, the same con- 
formity to the world is beir& intro- 
duced into church-supported institu- 
tions, some even bearing the name 
bf t.he Lutheran Church, by a very 
‘subtle subterfuge. Along with the 
mid-century revival of other old-fash- 
ioned customs with a modern twist, 
recent years have seen a reintroduc- 
tion of “square dancing”, so much so 
that also this type of dance may now 
be called. “weltueblich”, which could 
hardly have been said even ~$0 re- 
cently as ten years ago. Now it so 
happens that Luther in his Church 
Post& Sermon on the Gospel for the 
Second Sunday after Epiphany (St. 
Louis, XI, 46’7,465), took acrasion to 
designate .the dancing at weddings in 
those days as a harmless custom. 
Since it is historically established 
that this dancing came under the 
category of square dancing or folk 
dancing, and since Luther at a later 
date expressed himself in no uncer- 
tain terms of condemnation against 
round dancing when it was introduced 
into hi& se&ion of Germany, the con- 
clusion is drawn that the countenanc- 
in y and eacouragement of square 
dancing or folk dancing is in accord- 
ance with good Lutheran traditijn. 
Some congregations in the Mi.asouri 

Synod require that candidates have 
the ability to teach folk dancing in 
order to be eligible for their call as 
parochial school teachears, and some 
students from Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, are known -as expert “callers” 
for Walther League square dancing. 

The sober historical judgment ex- 
pressed in the note upon t.he above 
mentioned passage’ in Luther’s House 
Postil by the St: Louis editors of 
1882 is quite adequate for t.hat day. 
But it may be remarked for our own 
day that at a time when t.he most 
objectionable forms of #round da.nce 
predominate in all classes of society 
and have been fully accepted as un- 
objectionable by present-day social 
convention, the customs of a former 
day will not and cannot be revived 
as they were, nor will “square danc- 
ing” ever be cultivated’ to the ex- 
cluairm of “round ,dancing” but only 
as .an intwduction or variation to it. 
That this is bound to be so is sug- 
.gested by common sense and that it 
is actually so is evident by observa- 
tion. 

In such a case the ancient warn- 
ing: Principiis obsta (“Resist the 
bebginnings”) is so. obviously in place 
that it will ‘be ignored only by those 
who want to let down the >bars. Un- 
der these circumstances we can cer- 
tainly commend the wisdom of the 
annual _ conference of the Lutheran 
Free Church, which “approved a de- 
cision by the administrat,ion of Augs- 
burg College, Minneapolis, not to 
permit folk dancing as a part of the 
College’s recreational program. The 
college is supported by the Church 
and has always forbidden social 
dancing. . . In debate on the ques- 
ti,on, most delegates who spoke said. 
they feared that folk dancing might 
be a first step’ toward social danc- 
ing, long opposed as not suitable in 
church-supported schools”. And, let 
us add, it is not admissable for any 
Christian who “trembles at God’s 
Word”. The horrible example of 
the consequences which follow upon 
the opposite policy of temporizing 
with this evil is to be seen at Valpar- 
aiso University. 

W.H.M 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
OF OUR RECENT CONVENTION 

Pastor and lay deleagtes from nine Ortho- 
dox Lutheran Congre 
Annual Convention o 7 

ations met for the Third 

Conference, 
the Orthodox Lutheran 

August 22-24, in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. Sessions were held in the newly 
acquired church of Holy Trinity congregation, 
which was again host to the Convention dele- 
gates ,guests, and visitors. 

On Saturday morning the Convention was 
opened with a divine service. in which Pas- 
tor H. F. Koehlinger of Coos Bay, Oregon 
delivered an inspiring sermon on the basii 
of St. Peter’s Spirit-given Words in the First 
Epistie, Chap. 3, 14b-15. Immediately follow- 
ing the service, President McLaughlin formally 
called the meeting to order and declared the 
convention in session, whereupon he led the 
assembly in beseeching the Lord of the 
Church for His Spirit, His Guidance, and 
His Blessings upon the Convention. 

kaloosa, Iowa was added to the Conference. 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Bloedel, Ft. Wayne, Indi- 
ana; Mrs. Helen A. Barry and Mrs. Minnie 
D’etwiler, Woodbine, Iowa; and Mrs. Dina 
Luedke, Duluth, Minnesota, were accepted as( 
individual members. 

Budget of $22,000 Adopted 

Daily devotions were held before each ses- 
sion. Pastor J. E. Shufelt; of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
based a series on the “Ministry in Second 
Corinthians”; and Pastor G. G. Schupmann, 
of. Chesterfield, MO., based a series on “The 
Church in Ephesians.” 

Continued steadfast in the Faith, the O.L.- 
C. determined also to continue going forward 
with the Full Truth of God’s Word with which 
God has graciously blessed us. In order to 
expand our present program of spreading the 
Pure Word, delegates not only approved a 
proposed budget of $19,000, but voted unani- 
mously to adopt the resolution of our Ches- 
terfield, Missouri, congregation requesting 
that the budget be increased’ to $22,000.00 for 
the coming fiscal year. 

Seminary Report 

.Delegates and guests from the O.L.C., and 
members of the host congregation were privi- 
leged to attend divine service. ‘thus not wor- 
ship together in true unity. but also confess 
their unrty in the faith by partaking of ‘the 
Lord’s Supper in the services conducted by 
the host congregation. 

A report on the Orthodox Lutheran Con- 
ference Seminary by Dr. P.. E. Kretzmann 
president of the institution, showed that fo; 
the coming term, beginning September, 1953, 
NINE theological and TWO normal school 
students are enrolled in our Seminary. Re- 
ports from the various mission areas in eight 
states clearly indicated the need for training 
men who will preach the Word of God in its 
Full Truth and Purity ,and who will “ear- 
nestly contend for the faith once delivered 
to the saints.” Merchqndising in the Church Condemned 

Numerous Scriptural essays were presented 
at the Pastoral Conference on Friday, August 
21, and throughout the Convention. All es, 
says were in full accord with Holy Scripture 
and the doctrines of our Lutheran Confes- 
sions. Of particular note was an essay on 
“Scriptural Principles of Giving versus Mer- 
chandising in the Church.” The essay was 
presented by Pastor Paul R. Bloedel of Wil- 
mot, S. D., and it plainly enunciated the 
principles of the Bible concerning sacrificial 
giving as opposed to buying and selling as 
means of supporting the work of the Lord 
in the Christian Church. Although the prin- 
ciples laid down are from Scripiure, yet it 
is believed this is the first time a Ch&ch 
Convention has adopted a paper dealing pre- 
cisely with this subject. 

Roman Pope is Antichrist 

Result of the Elections 

The results of the annual elections were as 
follows: Prof. W. H. McLaughlin, President; 
Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, Vice-President; Rev. F. 
Q. Schupmqnn, Secretary; Mr. William Kos- 
lowske, Treasurer; Mr. H. A. Strumpler, Board 
Member-at-Larue and Director of Public Re- 
lations; Rev. d. G. Schupmann, Editor of the 
ORTHODOX LUTHERAN; Mr. 0. Lemke. Cir- 
culation Manager, and Rev. Herbert F. Koeh- 
linger, Promotional Manager of the ORTHO- 
DOX LUTHERAN. Elected to a Committee on 
Theologicul Education, newly creai’ed by an 
addition to the By-laws, were Mr. Fred Nie- 
bruegge, Mr. 0. E. Reimnitz, and Pastor H. 
David IMensing. 

A second essay, delivered by Pastor Fran- 
cis Q. Schupmann of Frazee, Minnesota, “The 
Biblical and Confessional Doctrine of the An- 
tichrist,” definitely iden:ified the Papacy of 
Ro’me as the Antichrist of Scripture. That this 
is a clearly revealed doctrine of God’s Word 
and has been so accepted by all genuine 
Lutherans since the Reformation was shown 
on the basis of the Bible, the Lutheran Con- 
fessions of 1580, the Brief Statement of 1932 
and a host of testimonies from orthodox Lul 
theran theologians also bearing witness to 
this doctrine. 

Request from Norwegians 

A letter was received during the Conven- 
tion from the Norwegian Synod requesting a 
committee of the O.L.C. to meet with a sim- 
ilar committee of their Synod to discuss re- 
lations between the .O.L.C. and the Norwe- 
gian Synod. In response, delegates nominated 
a three-man committee consisting of our two 
seminary professors, Dr. P. E. Kretzmann and 
W. H. McLaughlin, and the Conference Sec- 
retary, Pastor Francis Q. Schupmann. No 
dates or places have been agreed upon as 
yet for a meeting of the two committees. 

The full contents of these, as well as the 
other essays, will be contained in the Pro- 
ceedings of the Convention, and will appear 
at a later date. A list of all essays presented 
can be found in pre-convention issues of the 
ORTHODOX LUTHERAN. 

New Members Received 

Seminar for Pastors-Teachers 

It was resolved that arrangement be made 
for all O.L.C. Professional men, pastors in 
particular, to meet throughout the week, pre- 
ceding the Annual Convention for refresher 
courses in Theology and the practical work 

One new congregation, Holy Trinity of OS- of the ChUrCL 
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(DEVOTION) 

Blessedness Through 
Christian loyalty 

In Paslm 84:5 we read the words 
)f the Lord: “Blessed is the man 

Vwhose strength is in Thee, in wh,ose 
heart are the ways of them” (i.e. in 
the ways of God as clearly revealed 
in His word.) 

Happy is that man, woman, or 
child who realizes personal weakness, 
inability, indecision, as well as per- 
sonal failure to comply with the 
holy will of the just and righteous 
God and Father in heaven, and then 
in true repentance turns to God’s 
mercy &I finds forgiveness, strength, 
courage, boldness, comfort, victory. 

To have God as your strength 
means to look to Him for a77 things 
md to trust in Him US the God of 
all wisdom, power, and mercy, wko 
$ both able and willing for Christ’s 
iake to supply your every need of 
body and soul. God our Father- as 
sures the world of sinners that in 
Christ Jesus He has redeemed the 
world from inquity, “not charging 
their trespasses &to them.” He hath 
laid upon His only/begotten Son the 
sins of a71 men and accepted the 
atonement of Jesus as complete sati. 
f action. His justice is satisjield. In 
that message of the Gospel the sin.ner 
finds his comfort and strength. 

As such any one who finds in the 
wounds of Christ pardon and favor 
with God, the believer will- fortk- 
with wa7;t: through 7ife by faith and 
not lby sight, conforming his entire 
life to the good and gracious will of 
God. ‘The Christian .in his blood4 
Ibought freedom from sin ad wrath 
and death will find his personal joy 
and ,delight in service unfo Him who 
is Lord and Intercessor, thse Good 
Shepkerd who promises us that even 
evil will be turned t0 our good. (I 
Pet. ‘3:13). 

‘Riches, honor, good times, and the 
like God does ,not promise His faith 
fuE followers. weither freedom from 
trials and tribulations, s+paess or SOP 
row. But if and when these things 
do come unto us, He himse7f will 
strengthen, encourage, console, and 
quicken us so that they shall n,ot 
overpower us. “Troub7ed on every 
side, yet not distressed;-perplexed, 
but not in despair.” (II Cor. 4 18). 
His abiding presence, His forgiving 
love, a happy -life, a blessed death, a, 
glorious resurrection unto eternal life 
-these things God has promised. to 
a77 who b,elieve in Him und walk in 
His fear. ‘These things none sha7E 
take from us. 

0 that euch of us would euer re’ 
joice above everything else in the 
righteousness of God in Jesus Christ, 
and humbly direct our feet to wall 
by the spirit in His ways to His 
eternal horror and glory. To this end, 
0 Father, hear and bless us for Thy 
Son’s sake. Amen. 

4 
We owe our salvation to GRACE ALONE. 
First, we obtain the full forgiveness of sins 

as a free gift. God does not offer to justify 
the sinner on condition, that he DO some- 
thing to make himself worthy. Christ has 
fully tak.en care of that for us (The substi- 
tutionary or vicarious satisfaction). Now God 
IS satisfied, reconciled, the sins are forgiven, 
God has declared the whole world righteous 
for Christ’s sake. “The Lutheran Church tells 
the sinner, as the Word of God tells him, 
YOU ARE JUSTIFIED before God. Al1 has 
been accomplished-only believe. Through 
simple faith in that proclamation of the Gos- 
pel YOU are saved. Forgiveness of sins as 
a free gift, gained by Christ on the cross 
ONCE for ALL (objective justification), and 
accepted by the sinner by faith (subjective 
justification)-that is the Gospel in which 
Luther, Walther, Pieper, all Old Missouri the- 
ologians gloried and which they preached’ 
and on account of which they bitterly and 
relentlessly attacked any and all error or 
heresy every bit of which endangers and 
attacks the very heart of the Gospel and 
dishonors the Savior. 
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TO ALL STUDENTS 

and Prospective Students of the Orthodox Lutheran Seminary, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

The new term, the first semester of the second year of the Orthodox 
Lutheran Seminary, will open, ,God willing, on September 14 1953 pre- 
ceded by a solemn introductory service to be held in the church of the 
Orthodox Lutheran Holy Trinity congregation on Sunday, September 13, 

‘at lo:30 a. m. All students should make it a point to be present even 
on Sunday, and t.hen on Monday mornin, w at eight o’clock, when the first 
classes will be held in the meetingroom of the Seminary, 2801 Irving 
Ave. North. The program as given to all students during the last year 
will, in the main, be followeid, with Dogmatics. Homiletics. New Testa- 
ment Exegesis, and Church History as the main subjects. Arrangements 
for other courses, especially in the Normal .Department, will be made 
as required, probably at the very beginning :of the term. Textbooks and 
reference books will be available. 

There is ne tuition or contingent fees in the Orthodox Lutheran 
Seminary. The cost of books .will mo.st likely not exceed $15.00 to $20.00, 
at least for the first semester. It may be necessary to resort to mimeo- 
graphed outlines for some lessons. 

&New students are requested to submit transcripts of previous work 
in high school, college,.or seminary, in order to effect proper integration. 
The requirements for admission are the completion of a full high scho,ol 
,course, preferably with Latin. The completion of one or more years 
of college work will’ be of great Ibenefit to every student and will tend 
to speed up the work in the Seminarly. If a high school in the student’s 
home town does not offer Latin., we are counting on the.local pastor to 
supply the deficiency as well as possible. 

For all other information apply to: (Dr.) P. E. Kretzmann, President, 

Highland Station, Box 2604 
Minneapolis 11, Minn. 

WANTED* Copies of the Cbmmrdia Taiglotta, The Book of Concord 
l in English-German-Latin edition with the Historical In- 

troduction. Please correspond with Dr. P. E. Krktzmann, Pres. of the Orthodox 
Lutheran Seminary, Highland Station, B,ox 2604, Minneapolis 11, Minnesota. 

t’ 

(Continued from Page 1’78) 

seeking refuge under the so-called 
“e.scape clauses” of the Bill of Ri.ghts 
when they the,mselve:s so often avoid 
or deliberately contradict Christian 
obedience to civil statutes, either by 
sponsoring the a.bove shames or sup- 
porting them ? 
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N.0 FELLOWSHIPS WITH 
SLJCH WHO DENY 
INFALLisBILITY OF BIBLE 

First we shall deal with a popular 
diection to the matter presented in 
m urevious installment of this es- 
say on UNIONISM. 

“By way of objection the following 
h&s been asked frequently: Would it 
not be’ possi,ble for the almighty God 
to work and to sustain faith in Christ 
without external means, without the 
preaching of the Word, without Bap- 
tism, without the Lord’s Supper? 

“Most assuredly, IF - God had 
chosen to do so. If it were right to 
give free rein to our thoughts about 
that which ,God COULD do, without 
asking what He CHOOSES to do, one 
could say the following. 

“When Christ was born in the 
stable at Bethlehem, it would have 
been an easy matter for God to send 
a spiritual electrical spark into the 
&arts of all men then living, light- 
- the hearts with the firm faith- 
qnto us is born this day in the city 
of David a Savior whi,eh is Christ 
the Lord!’ - God could have acted 
likewise on that first Good Friday 
when Christ entered into the holy of 
holies with His redeeming blood, and 
on the first Easter-Day when Chri;st 
rose from the dead .and thereby es- 
tablished ,the fact that He had re- 
deemed the whole world. 

“From Scriptures we learn, how- 
ever, that IGod has determined it oth- 
etiise. God chooses to create and 
sustain faith by the preaching of the 
Gospel, which He has committed’. to 
His Church, the communion of saints. 
‘It behooved Christ to sufler, and to 
rise from the, dead the third day, and 
that repentance and remission of 
sins should be .yreached in His na,me 
kmong all nations, beginning at Jer- 

alem.’ Luke 24:46-47. 
“The order which God has fixed 

is laid down in His Word: ‘So then 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by. the Word of God’. Rom. 10:17. 
Luther sharply takes those to task 
who ignore the means of grace which 

God has ordained under the plea that 
the almighty God is well ABLE to 

work without mean.s. He writes: 
‘Surely it COULD be done without 
the Gospel. For where is t.he per.son 
who could have hindered God from 
effecting salvation for us by any 
deed .whatsoever, without proclaiming 
it, without sending Christ into the 
flesh, It is true: He has created 
heaven and earth and continues to 
uphold everything without external 
preaching, without ibecoming man. 
But from this the conclusion dare 
not be drawn that the Gospel is of no 
consequence. Now it is the will of 
God to bestow gifts through means, 
through the Word, through the bread 
of the Lord% Supper. ‘Who are you, 
0 arragant and ungrateful devil to 
make :bold to ask why. does He not 
give in a different manner or with- 
out means ? Do you dare to pre- 
scribe ways and means? Are you so 
hard to please ? You ought to leap 
with joy and exult over the fact that 
He does it in any way that: is pleas- 
ing to. Him, just so you L-$eceive the 
b,enefit.’ 

“From the above it must follow 
that we will not fellowship with 
those who d&card the means of grace 
which <God has ordained. As much 
as in them lies, they destroy the road, 
the bridge, the path, by which we 
can *come to grace and faith. We 
must not turn to them; they must 
turn to us. For not one of them can 
himself be assured of grace until he 
ha.s ca.st aw,ay ‘grace without means’, 
which is but an idle dream, and re- 
turned i;o the external means which 
G.od. has ordained and whereby God 
gives His grace and. Spirit. 

(e) “It goes without saying that 
we will not fellowship with those 
who deny tha.t H,i)LY WRIT IS THE 
IX-FALLIBLE WORD OF GOD. 

“It is a deplorable fact that .such 
denial is common in the so-called 
Protestant church of the United 
States and in Europe. ‘Well-known 
professors of theology who rank as 
leaders in the Protestant church- 
and are held up as such in the pub- 
lic press - have nearly all made 
common cause in denying the ‘ver- 

(Continued on next - Page) 
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bal inspiration,’ i.e., they deny that 
God has inspired the holy writers to 
write the Bible, and that, as a con- 
sequence, the Bib1.e is in all its parts 
God’s own infallible and inviolable 
Word. By doing so they fly into 
the face of God and his holy apostles. 

“,Of the Old Te.stament Christ 
bea? the following witness: ‘The 
y;r;\tures .cannpt be broken,: John 

. This wetness is ap!plied by 
Christ also to the writings of the 
apostles of the New Testament. In 
His sacerdotal prayer he says that 
all men who will until Judgment Day 
come to faith ‘shall believe on me 
through their (the apostles’) word’, 
John 1’790. The church of the New 
Testament until the end of days is 
‘built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets.’ Eph. 2:20 
The apostles are very positive in 
their demand that their word be con- 
sidered the Word of God and. re- 
ceived as such. In the congregation 
at Corinth proud spirits arose and 
refused to acknowledge and receive 
the word of the apostle Paul as the 
Word of God. Thereupon Paul ad- 
dresses himself as follows to the con- 
gregation : ‘If any man think him- 
self to be a prophet, or spiritual, let 
him acknowledge that the things that 
I write unto you are the command- 
ments of the Lord.’ An.d then he 
adds these threatening words: “But 
‘if any man be ignorant, let him be 
ignorant.’ I Cor. 14:37.33. This 
ignorance, which the apostle takes 
so severely to task, prevails in the 
entire modern thealo,gy and is ped- 
dled by its exponen% as learning and 
science . 

“As a result .of sit= ignorance the 
same situation prevails in the so- 
called Protestant church as in the 
Catholic church. In the, ,church of 
the pope not Scriptures but the sup- 
posed. infallible authority of the pope 
is, in the last analysis, the sole 
source and standard of Christian doc- 
trine; the modern Protestant teach- 
ers refuse to derive Christian doc- 
trine from Holy Writ but seek to 
draw it ,out of their own ‘pious 
self consciousness’ and ‘experience’ 
by which Scriptures are then judged. 
In the T-‘holic ,church only, such doc- 

trines will pass muster as have arisen 
out of the shrine of the pope’s heart; 
modern Protestant theology will 
place its stamp of approval on such 
doctrines only as are acknowledged 
as true by the ‘pious selfconscious- 
ness.’ 

*‘Whether they intend so or nd 
the fact remains that the blind mea- 
ern theologians of the Protestant 
church are achieving the sa,me result 
as the church of the pope; they are 
both removing the Christian church 
from the sole Ifoundation of the 
apostles and prophets. If that error 
is absor,bed, Christian faith cannot 
continue to exist. For doubt in the 
word of Christ: ‘The Scripture:s 
cannot be broken,’ John 10~35, will 
easily result in doubt in the Word, 
‘God so loved the world that He gave 
His only-begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life,’ John 
3:16. We will, therefore, not fellow- 
ship with those who deny that the 
Scriptures are the infallible Word of 
GOD.p’ 

(Thus far Part I ,of the beautif 
essay on UniorLm by Dr. Fr. Pieper, 
D.D. in which the clear and emphatic 
position of Scripture on church-,altar- 
prayer-fellowship is presented and 
proper application made. over against 
prevailing false doctrine and practice. 
Part XI will begin in a future issue, 
presenting a most able refutation of 
manifold objections raised in defense 
of unionism which will prove to be 
most profitable to us.--Ed.) 
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Luther’s Great Missionary Hymn 
It has often been said that Luther 

t.ook no interest in missions, since he 
made no attempt to establi.sh mission 
work among the heathen in various 
sarts ,of the world. But that criticism 
% not well founded. There are many 
passages in Lut.her’s writings which 
show his deep ,concern for all men 
everywhere who had not yet received 
the me,ssage of their salvation. 

it is excelled ,only by his triumphant 
song: “A Mighty Fortress.” 

The hymn follows the sequence of 

It is very gratifying to find, there- 
fore, in Plitt-H,ardeland, “Lutherische 
Mission,” full proof for the interest, 
yea, the burning zeal, which Luther 
h,ad, and which finally, early in the 
18th century, led to the establishment 
of Lutheran Missions in India. As 
for Luther himself, he was so busy 
bringing the Gospel to his beloved 
German people, who were largely 
ignorant of the true way of salvation, 
that even his mighty energy could 
not meet every challenge which came 
to his attention. 

thoughts in t.he psalm very closely; 
it is, in fact, a versification of the poem 
given by inspiration of God. As an 
important prayer of faith, it presents 
the needs of a sin-stricken world to 
the God of all mercy. The first stanza 
speaks of the need of knowing the 
work and will of God; the .second 
stanza presents the misery of the 
world without. Christ and .shows that 
only the Scriptures are able to supply 
the information needed by all men 
for their salvation; the last stanza 
pictures the results of the blessings 
bestowed by God through the Gospel. 

Anyone who is familiar with the 
ksk which confronted the Reformer 

in his efforts to have his countrymen 
learn the way of salvation, will agree 
that he performed a work for the 
Savior which has hardly an equal in 
the history of the Church. 

But, as a matter of fact, Luther’s 
interest in missions outside of Ger- 
many was uniformly strong and ap- 
peared at an early date. It was as 
early as 1524 that Luther composed 
a hymn based on Psalm, 6’7 : “God be 
merciful unto us, ,and bless us . . . 
that Thy way may be known upon 
earth, Thy saving health among all 
nations.” Luther cast the majestic 
strains of the great Psalm in verses 
which reflect the origina. throughout, 

Luther’s hymn proved ,a ,chalIenge 
to many translators, in various lan- 
guages. Engli.sh translations were 
furnished by A. Russell (somewhat 
cumbersome) and by Richard Massie, 
whose version appears, in a somewhat 
altered form, in the Lutheran Hymnal 
( N.o. 500). Th e music Mathias Greit- 
ter of Strassburg composed the 
melody to the hymn, as it was pub- 
lished in Walther’s book ,of 6524. It 
was I&er adapted to the tune of 
“Christ unser Herr, zum Jordan kam.” 

As David was inspired to write the 
Psalm in which the prayer ascends 
that God would give free course to 
pis W,ord among all nations and 
grant it an abundant return, so Lu- 
ther, feeling the force of the Holy 
Spirit’s ,cry for mission work, com- 
posed this hymn whict-in form and 
contents is so full of idarrow that, 
in wealth of thought and sentiment, 

When Duke Henry of Wolfenbuet- 
tel, ‘one of Luther’s bitterest enemies, 
permitted some Protestant hymns to 
be sung m hi,s chapel, a priest admon- 
ished him to discontinue the practice, 
even if the people delighted in sing- 
ing them. “What hymns?” asked the 
duke. The priest replied, “Such hymns 
as ‘May God Bestow on Us His 
Grace.’ ” The duke immediately re- 
plied, “Ah, shall the devil be gracious 
to US ? Who shall be gracious if not 
God?” The priest could say no more. . 

The hymn wa,s .sung by Gustavus 
Adolphus before the memorable bat- 
tle ,of Luetzen by the king and his 
army, together with other mighty 
hymns of the Reformation, and thus 
proved to be his swan song. 

-P. E. K. 
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A PARABLE WHICH IS 
NOT A FABLE 

The Missouri Synod is like unto a 
housekeeper who was very much ‘con- 
cerned about conservation. The, mot- 
toes of her life were those of the 
New England conscience: “Make ilt 
do. Make it over. Make it last.* 
She dild thus to her hose, and thus 
she did for the stockings of her hus- 
band, and likewise to much wearing 
apparel. 

Therefor,e she thought it could well 
apply also to the foods -which she 
mtist have ready for her large hause- 
hold. She had on hanid a large barrel 
of apples which gave her great sai;is- 
faction. It coat,aXined so many heal- 
thy, beautiful -apples that they were 
a joy tlo behoId. To be sure, there 
were also some apples in the barrel 

which showed rotten spots and were 
in the process ,of decay. But the 
housekeeper thought that the many 
good apples would surely not be af- 
fected by the rotten ones, so she 
pa.id n,o further attention to the bar- 
rel, lbut left it in storage in the base- 
ment. 

But lo! whlen she yeturned after 
a few ‘months she &found, to her great 
dismay, that the situation had turned 
out very badly indeed. The few roe- 
ten a.pples had infected all t ,, 

m healthy apples with their rottenneb, ” 
so that practicaIly the whole barrel -’ 
had become useless. 

Moral : Rotten apples should be 
removed before they infect others, 
lest the damage extend to the whole 
barr’el. 

P.E.K. 
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