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Martin Luther made the Lutheran Church the 
Mother Church of the Reformation, the Mother of 
Protestantism, the Leader of Nations, the Pioneer 
of /Foreign Missions, the Formulator .of the finest 
System of Divinity extant, and the most Conserva- 
p-e and Substantial Denomination in the World. 

The Lutheran Church is the Thinker, the 
Book-maker, and the Elducator of the World, be- 
cause her Greatest Preacher voiced so faithfully 
the Divine Message to Men. . * 

Luther embodies in his Single Person the 
Boldness of the Battlefield, the song of 
sician, the Joy and Care of the Parent, 
of the Writer, the Force of the Orator, 
Sincerity of Rugged Manhood, with the 
of a Christian. 

‘the Mu- 
the Skill 
and the 

Humility 

Schaff-Herzog. 

The SPIRIT of LUTHER 
If ever a man was by enemies hounded, 
If ever a man was by dangers surrounded 
For spea&g the truth without shrin\ing and fear 
And standing up boldly for what’ he held dear: -- 

‘Twas Luther, whom God had in mercy selected, 
From out of the mass of confess,ors elected 
The burden to bear of man’s hatred and scorn 
As few of earth’s mortals through ages had borne. 

But was he dismayed? Not one moment he faltered 
Nor ever orie word of God’s Scripture he altered; 
The call, “It is written!” his sword was and shield 
Nor would he one hair#breadth to errorists yield. 

For decades he stood as a valiant contender, 
Undaunted he marched as a fearless defender; 
He knew that the truth. of the Word would remain, 
That by it ut last he the vict’ry would gain. 

God grant us the spirit ,of Luther to guide us 
And let us not waver whatever betide us; 
His truth is our buckler, our shield and our sword, 
As we but .our trust in His merciful Word. 

P.E.K. 
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FAITH 
(Beginning a Series) 

There are few words in the Bible 
which have ,been subject to greater 
confusion than the noun “faith” and 
the verb “believe.” In a recent best 
seller, for example, practically every 
pass’age that speaks of faith is ex- 
plained as referring to a certain feel- 
ing of trust or confidence, without any 
consideration of a sinner’s relation to 
God through the merits of Jesus 
Christ. There may be a certain degree 
of merit in such an understanding, but 
this understanding ,definitely jeopar- 
dizes the fundamental relation of man 
toward his salvation. 

Let us begin, therefore, with the 
first and primary meaning of the word 

. “faith” as it is absolutely essential 
for establishing the right relation be- 
tween the Savior and sinful man, since 
wit.hout faith, rightly understood, it 
is impossible to please God and to be 
acceptable to Him. 

The Bible gives us a clear and un- 
mistaka,ble explanation of faith, and, 
first of all, of justifying or saving 
faith as the essential element in the 
matter of a man’s salvation. As our 
Savior puts it, very succinctly and 
bluntly: “He that believeth not shall 
be ,damned.” Mk. 16:16b. Faith rightly 
understood, that is, justifying or sav- 
ing fait.h, must be a firm belief in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as t.he Savior of 
sinners, of all men. Paul and Si1a.s 
told the jailer of Philippi, who had 
addressed the fearful question to 
them: “What must I do to be saved?” 
in a very simple and forceful manner: 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” 
Acts 16 :30? 31. Paul told the elders of 
Ephesus that he had testified both to 
the Jew.s, and also to the Greeks, re- 
pentance toward God and faith .toward 
our Lord Jesus C,hrist. Acts 20:31. 
The writer to the Hebrews states that 
he belongs to those who believe to the 
s.aving of t.he soul. Hebr. 10:39. 

But on what is this faith based? 
Upon a man’s working himself up to 
a high pitch of excitement, such as 

might take hold of soldiers who put 
great confidence in their ,leaders? 
That feeling, in the case of true faith, 
is only a concomitant factor, a feeling 
tha,t will usually come after the right 
relation toward the Savior is estab- 
lished, as we see in Paul% song of 
triumph in Rom. 8:31-39. The apostls 
basing his statement on Is. 5.3:1, offer 
the conclusion: “So then f,aith cometh 
by hearing, ‘and hearing by the Word 
of God.” R.om. 10:17. When Paul ad- 
dressed King Agrippa before the tri- 
bunal of Fest.us, he very probably had 
more than a mere acceptance of the 
0ld Testament as in itself #truthful in 
mind when he said to the king: “Be- 
lievest thou the Phophets? I know 
that thou believest.” Acts .26:27. But 
there is no mistaking the words of the 
Savior in the opening call of His min- 
istry: “The kingdom of God is at 
hand: repent ye and believe the 
Gospel.” Mark 1:15. En all the teach- 
ing of the Savior, espe,cially as re- 
corded by John, that one thought oc- 
cupies a most prominent place, that it 
is necessary to hear and to accept the 
Word of the Gospel. Without t.hir 
Word faith can neither be engenderea 
nor maintained. Luther had good rea- 
sons for combatting the claims of Dhe 
fanat.ics of his day who depended on 
direct revelations and inner light to 
work and sustain faith. And Luther’s 
criticism applies in #the same way to 
all modern fanatics who prate so 
glowingly of impressions received 
apart from the Word and therefore so 
frequently forsake the assembling of 
themselves in the Lord’s house. 

We now ask: What is it that gives 
to the faith of the believers its real 
value ? The answer is briefly given by 
John, when he st.ates of the matters 
presen.ted in his Gospel account: 
“These are written that ye might be- 
lieve that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing ye might 
have life through His name.” John 
20 :31. Every true believer makes th( 
confession of Peter, spoken in the 
name of the Twelve, his own: “Thou 
are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” M&t. 16:16; and again: “Thou 
hast the words of eternal life. And we 
believe and are sure that Thou art 
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that Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” John 6:68, 69. Nor was this the 
mere acceptance of the fact that Jesus 
Christ is the only-begotten Son of 
God. It was the same faith as that 
confessed by Martha, when she sa.id : 
“I believe that Thou art the Christ, 
Ule Son of God, which should come 
‘into the world.” John 11:27. Every 
true be,liever in Israel had a very clear 
picture of the Messiah’s person and 
work, namely that the eternal Son of 
God, a.s Isaiah 53 describes Him, 
was, in the stead of all mankind, to 
bear the sins and the guilt of all and 
to give His life as a ransom. Justify- 
ing or saving faith, therefore, means 
that the believer appropriates to him- 
self the righteousness wrought by 
Christ. And “to him who believeth on 
Him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness.” 
Rom. 4:5. In scores of passages the 
New Testament, and especially the 
Apostle Paul, emphasizes the fact that 
faith is wrought by the power of the 
Word, giving the assurance that a 
man is saved or justified by faith 
without the deeds of the Law. Rom. 
3:28. 

In this connection it is essential that 
we realize wherein the merit of faith 
consisDs. Is it a condition of salvation 
in the sense that a person makes him- 
self ac.ceptable in the sight of God by 
the act of his faith? Scripture gives 
us a very clear answer, as, for in- 
stance, when the apostle writes: “Ye 
are risen with Christ through the 
faith of the operation of God, who 
hath rai.sed Him from the dead.” Col. 
2:12. Faith is God’s operation, God’s 
work in us. It is true indeed that man 
believes, that he is not a mere au- 
tomaton, a machine through which 
God pours the stream of His almighty 
power to grasp the Gospel truth. Due 
to the fact that God, in regeneration 
or conversion, gives to man a new 
heart, makes him a ne’w man, the faith 
of the believer is an activity by which 
he receives and appropriates to him- 
self the merits of Christ. Hence faith 
is not a meritorius work of which a 
person may boast, neither in its incep- 
tion nor in its maintenance, for we 
“are kept by the power of God 

through faith unto salvation ready to 
be reve&d in the last time.” I Pet. 
1:5. 

And let us by all means always 
keep in mind t.hat :faith is not a mere 
acceptance, by means of the intellect, 
of the historical facts pertaining to 
Christ’s work of redemption. No one 
knows the presentation of the gospels 
to be the truth bett.er than Satan him- 
self. He knew what went on when the 
Lord was brought to Calvary; he was 
fully aware, also, of the meaning of 
the Lord’s cry: “It is finished.” True 
faith must. be a living power, and 
therefore also constantly in action. 
The apostle writes: “In Jesus Christ 
neither circumcision availeth anything 
nor uncircumcision, but faith which 
worketh by love." Gal. 5:6. Cp. James 
2:1?. In Eph. 2:lO Paul instructs all 
believers : “We are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before or- 
dained that we should walk in them.” 
Eph. 2:8. It is passages like this, in 
addition to the Letter to the Romans, 
which Luther undoubtedly had in mind 
when he referred to faith as a living, 
active principle. which cannot remain 
idle, but must constantly be enga.ged 
in serving God and the fellow-man, 
the love of Christ being the constrain- 
ing power. This thought will be 
touched upon also in later meditations 
on the t0pi.c of faith. 

P. E. K. 
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The MliNISTERIAL OFFICE 
(Part III 

THE ATTRIBUTES OR QUALIFICATIONS OF A 
CHRISTIAN PASTOR. 

A. General 

sible not only for his own teaching and 

practice, but also for that ,which is found in 
the form of public teaching in the church 

body to which he belongs (I Tim. 5:22; 

II John, 11). 

Matt. 20:26-28. “Whosoever will be great 

among you, let him be your minsiter; and 

whosoever will be chief among you, let him 

be your servant; even as the Son of Man 

came not to be ministered unto, but to min- 

ister and to give His life a ransom for 
many.” Cp. Matt. 23:l 1; Mark 9:35.- 

Jesus is Himself the greatest example for all 

pastors to emulate, and they must learn to 

follow in His steps. 

Acts 20:19-21, “Serving the Lord with al! 

humilii-y of mind, and with many tears and 

temptations, which befell me by the lying in 

wait of the Jews; and how I kept nothing 

back that was profitable unto you, but have 

showed you, and have taught you publicly 

and from house to house, testifying both to 

the Jews and also to the Greeks, repentance 

toward God, and faith toward our Lord 

Jesus Christ.” -This passage presents the 

example of the great preacher and mission- 

ary, Paul, one w,hich all Christian ministers 

should keep before them at all times. 

B. Necessary PR,OFESSIONAL .Qualifications 

I Cor. 4:2. “It is required in stewards, that 

a man be found faithful.“-Stewards of thti 

mysteries of God the pastors are, but onlj 

stewards, not owners or lords of the means 

of grace, for the latter are to be dispensed 

strictly according to the orders of the Lord 

of the Church, with the congregation in 

charge, for the pastor, primarily the servant 

of Christ, in his office acts only as the rep- 

resentative of the congregation which calls 

him and ‘is at ali times accountable to its- 

membership, as his duties are set forth by the 

Word of God. Therefore his chief attribute is 

faithfulness in the. discharge of the duties 

which he is to perform, not according to any 

arbitrary desires of the members, but accord- 

ing to the regulations of the Word of God. 

C. Ne:essary PERSONAL Qualifications 

I Tim. 3:2 ff; II Tim. 2:24.; Titus 1:&f. 

I Tim. 3:2-8. “Apt to teach.“-This is a 

fundamental requirement among professional 

attributes, for a pastor who cannot properly 

present the Word of Truth, who cannot dis- 

tinguish betwee,n ‘Law and Gospel, cannot 

give adequate instruction for admission into 

the membership of the Church, has no busi- 

ness in the Christian ministry. Cp. II Tim. 

2:24. “One that ruleth well his own house, 

having his children in subjection with all 

gravity (for if a man know not how to rule 

his own house, how shall he take care of the 

Church of God?) not a novice, lest being 

lifted up with pride he fall into the conde.m- 

nation of the devil.” Cp. Titus 1 :6. Titus 1 :9. 

“Holding fast the faithful Word as he hath 

been taught, that he may be able by sound 

doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 

gainsayers.” II Tim. 2:25. “In meekness in- 

structing those that oppose themselves.” Acts 

20:30, 31. “Also of your own selves shall 

men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 

away disciples after them. Therefore watch!” 

If a pastor is a dumb dog (Is. 56:10), and 

does not perform his duties as a watchman 

(Ezek. 3:17), then he is neglecting an essenl 
tial part of his ministry. Also, he is respon- 

“Blameless” (which does not mean without 

sin, but having a good report, also before 

them that are without), “the husband of one 

wife, having faithful children, not accused c 

riot or unruly; vigilant, sober, of good be-7 

havior, given to hospitality, patient, gentle 

unfo all men, just, holy, temperate.” 

Attributes or habits which make a man 
unfit for the Christian ministry. I ‘him. 3:3; 

II Tim. 2:24; Titus l:7; I Pet. 5:2. “Not 

given to wine, no striker, not a brawler” 

(one whose uncontrollable temper causes him. 

to lose all self-control and may even drive 

him to resort to blows), “and the servant of 

the Lord must not strive; nat self-willed, not 

soon angry; feed the flock not for filthy 

lucre, but of a ready mind.” 

In addition to these points we should note 

in particular: 
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a) Negative habits which are relatively 
objectionable in a pastor: Acts 6:2. “It is 

not reason that we should leave the Word 

of God, and serve tables.“-The apostles 

rightly felt fhat first things must come frst 

in the work of the ministry, that the impor- 

tance of their official duties made it neces 

sary to devote at least the major portion of 

their time to preaching and teaching, com- 

forting and exhorting, hence they should not 

ordinarily be bothered with matters which, 

although under their supervision, could and 

should be taken care of by others. II Tim. 



2:4. “No man that warreth entangleth him- 

self with the affairs of this life, that he may 

please him who hath chosen him as a sol- 

dier.” Generally speaking, it is out of order 

for a pastor to be burdened with the smaller 

details of keeping the machinery of the 

congregation in working order. A pastor will 
mot officiously meddle with such business of 

phe congregation as is properly in the hands 

of officers elected by the congregation (al- 

though he should officially be a member of 

all boards and committees). On the other 

hand, as a voting member of the congrega- 

tion, the latter should respect his profession- 

al training and his overvi.ew of the entire 

group, especially in matters pertaining to 

buildings, the proper appointments for wor- 

ship in the church and elsewhere. A pastor 

cannot keep silence if the congregation wants 

to make arbitrary changes in the order of 

service, or insist upon the pastor’s wearing 

an official garb which might identify him 

with the enemies of true Lutheranism. Here 

also the pastor, as the watchman of the flock, 

should be accorded a respectful hearing, as 

indicated in Holy Writ. 

b. Negative attributes which are positively 

objectionable: II Cor. 1 :24. “Not that we 

have dominion over your faith, but are help- 

k rs of your joy.” -The apostle does not 
presume to possess absolute power over the 

hearts and minds of his parishioners, but 
his rule is only by the Word, and in that 

respect, where the Word of God plainly 

speaks, obedience must be given -him, ac- 

cording to the well-known statement of the 

Savior: “He that heareth you, heareth Me.” 

I Pet. 5: 2, 3. “Feed the flock of God 

which is among you, taking the oversight 

thereof, not by restraint, but willingly; not 

for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; neither 
as being lords over God’s heritage, but 

being ensamples to the flock.“-The idea of 

lording it over others is foreign to the true 

Christian ministry; for a faithful pastor will 

never make himself the absolute dictator of 

the ftock. His business is to teach, to per- 

suade, to beseech his hearers. If Cor. 5:20; 

Rom. 12:l. 

Ezek. 34~2-4. “Woe be to the shepherds 

of Israel that bo feed themselves! “Should 

not the shepherds feed the flocks? Ye eat 

the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, 

ye kill them that are fed; but ye feed not 

the flock. The diseased have ye not strength- 

ened, neither have ye healed that which was 

sick, nither have ye bound up that which 

was broken, neither have ye brought again 
that which was driven away, neither have ye 

sought that which was lost, but with force 

and with cruelty have ye ruled them.“-This 
is a fitting picture of pastors who seek only 
their own power and advantage in the 
Christian ministry. Some even go so far as 

to force their own demands, unsupported by 

the Word of God, upon their congregations. 

To these the word of Peter applies: “We 
ought to obey God rather than men.” Acts 
5:29. And in particular, as indicated above: 

A man who is a brawler; having no control 

over his temper, an d in danger of being a 

striker (resorting to blows, etc.) is not a 

proper leader of the lord’s flock. .lf he in- 
dulges in such tantrums regularly, he forfeits 

his right to be regarded as a Christian min- 

ister. Prov: 22:23, 24, reads, in a literal 

translation: “iDo not cultivate friendship with 

the owner of a bad temper and do not be 
associated with a wrathful man, lest thou ac- 

cept his ways and assume a snare for thy 

soul.” Cp. Prov. 25:28. 

The DUTIES of a Christian Pastor. 
These are set forth in a number of the 

passages quoted above. To these we may 

add John 21:15-17; Acts 20:28; I Tim. 4:11, 
12. 

The Rights of the PARISHIONERS. 
I Pet. 2:9. “Ye are a chosen generation, 

a royal priestohod, an holy nation, a pe- 

culiar people, that ye should show forth the 

praises of Him who hath called you out of 

darkness into His- marvellous light.” Rev. 1 :6 
(Cp. chap. 5:lO). “And hath made us kings 

and priests unto God and His Father.” I Cor. 

3:23. “All things are yours.” 

On these passages rests the doctrine, so 

staunchly defended by the Lutheran Church, 
that all Christians are members of the uni- 

versal priesthood, possessing all the rights 

of the Office of ‘the Keys. 

John 10:5. “A stranger will they not 
follow . . . they know not the voice of 
strangers.” I John 4:l. “Believe not every 

spirit, but try the spirits whether they be of 
God.” I Cor. 10:5. “I speak as to wise men: 

judge ye what I say.” 

These and many other passages place the 

responsibility of watching over the doctrine 

on the people in the pews. We also think 

of Acts 17:11, which shows that the apostle 
Paul did not resent the fact that the Berean 
Christians made comparisons of their own, 

searching the Scriptures daily to see whether 
(Continued on next Page) 
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Luther on the Call and 
Parochial L,imitations 
“When you notice in yourself a 

work which God does not work in 
you, then tread it under foot, and pray 
God that He would put to shame in 
you all which He does not (work Him- 
self. Even if you could with one ,ser- 
mon save the whole world, and you 
have no command,. then just let it be; 
for you would break the true Sabbath 
and not please God.” ,On Exodus 20, 
8-11. Quoted, Walther, Pastorale, p. 
2.7. 

“That the ‘apostles at first entered 
the houses of strangers and preached 
is something which they did upon 
command, and they were called and 
sent that they should preach in all 
places, as Christ spoke, Mark 16, 15: 
‘Go ye into all the world, :and preach 
the Gospel to every creature.’ But 
thereafter no one has any longer such 
a general apostolic commission, but 
each bishop or pastor has his definite 
parish, which St. Pet.er, I Peter 3, 5, 
therefore also names ‘kleros,’ i. e., 
‘part,’ since to each his own portion 
is assigned ; in which no other ,or 
stranger shall undertake to instruct 
his p”arishioners without his knowl- 
edge and consent, neither secretly nor 
publicly, and no ,one shall at peril of 
his salvation hearken to such, but 
shall report him to their pastor. And 
so styidly shall this be maintained 
that no preacher, however pious or 
upright #he may be, shdl undertake 
to preach t.o the people of any papist 
or heretical pastor or privately to in- 
struct them without the knowled,ge 
,and consent of that pastor. For it is 
not commanded him. But. what is not 

(Continued from page 195) 
the apostle’s teaching agreed with Holy Writ. 

Cal. 3:16 (cp. Eph. 5:15-19) and Acis 

12:12 show that meetings, also of lay Chris- 

tians, for the discussion of doctrine, are al- 

together in order, so long as these do not 

set aside the functions of the holy ministry 

and are not substituted for the regular Chris- 

tian assembly. 
P. E. K. 

commanded, that let be; we have 
enough to do if we will carry out that 
which is .commanded us.” Exposition 
of Psalm 82 of the year 1530. Quoted 
in Walther’s Pastorale, pp. 311 and 
312. 

Translated by W. H. RI. 
As stated by our fathers, we re7 

peat: “We have the duty .of removing 
prejudices maintained against us in 
other denominations, by setting forth 
our doctrines in their divine purity, 
‘comfort, and sanctifying power, as 
well as opposing men, who usurping 
the name Lutheran, spread error and 
unbelief in the church. There is, 
moreover, a goodly number of per- 
sons interested in our work, and will- 
ing to accept of our hand’s such serv- 
ice as we may be able to afford.” God 
bless our own and another’s faithful 
testimony to the FULL TRUTH and 
fill much people with the zeal to speak 
the FULL TRUTH in Jesus’ na,me, 
i. e., in harmony with Ris clearly re- 
vealed will and in full harmony with 
our eternal c’alling and in harmony 
with our faith and hope, trust and 
confidence. 
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HOLY TRINITY 
D.EDlCATES 

NEW BUILDING 
Our sister congregation in Minneap/ 

his, the Rev. 0. G. Schupmann, pastor, 
Uev. W. H. McLaughlin and Rev. P. E. 
Kretzmann, assistant pastors, dedicated its 
newly acquired and renovated church) 
school building on Sunday, September 20. 
Two divine services took place, one at 
the usual worship hour in the morning, 
with Rev. G. G. Schupmann of Chester-4 
field, MO., preaching the sermon on 
Psalm 84, and a special service of praise 
and thanksgiving in the afternoon when 
Dr. Kretr;mann delivered the sermon on 
Genesis X:17 . Both speakers stressed the 
fact that above all else we Christians have 
to thank and praise God for the gift of 
pure grace and full truth, and the assur4 
ante that God will abide with us in our 
faithful confession of His will and His 
love until the end. 

The t)astor Zoci read the dedication 
rites, assisted by the officers of the con’ 
I;egation, at the start of the morning 
worship hour. Rev. McLaughlin assisted 
in the afternoon service as liturgist. 

Holy Trinity congregation acquired this 
spacious building which seats, with chairs, 
about 335 people, during the early days 
of last spring. Since that time the men 
have spent many hours renovating the 
premises, building a beautiful chancel, 
and then redecorating the entire church. 

The basement has three large rooms, 
two of ,which have been well equipped 
for school rooms, one room being taught 
by Mr. Carl Bloedel, B. SC. Ed., prin 
cipal, in charge of grades one to four, 
and the other by Mrs. Ruth Barry, B.A., 
in charge of grades five to eight. Be/ 
tween these two school rooms is a large 
room used for cloak room, lunch room, 
and the daiIy confirmation classes, off the 
side of which there is a fine office room. 

The members of Holy Trinity are in* 
deed grateful for the rich and undeserved 
gifts of grace and mercy showered upon 
them since they have in holy obedience 
and reverent awe severed their connec’ 
tions with former affiliations and organ’ 
ized their own congregation. They anxi8 
ously await the day that they can actually 
erect their new building on property 
which has been acquired, and according 
to plans and specifications which. are corn’ 
pleted. May God grant them strength and 
courage, and above all steadfastness to 
His Word, that His honor may be magni/ 
fied, that His Kingdom grow and prosper, 
that their parish may develop spiritually 
and numerically, as He wills, for Christ’s 
sake. 
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WHAT’S WHAT? 

Oursler’s New Book 
The book, entitled “The Greatest 

Faith Ever Known,” has been p-red 
viewed recently in COLLIER’S, 
enough of it given to enable us to tell 
you there’s no need of spending the 
m,oney. As in another venture, the 
imagination gets free play, and conjece 
ture is obvious. Did Peter send Paul 
to preach Christ to the Gentiles? Does 
the author refer to the Roman co’ngre* 
gation ,of Christians or imply that the 
(modern) Roma.n Church headed by 
the Papacy was built by Paul? Oursler 
says at the end: “They (the Chris0 
tia?zs in ‘Rome) had lost Paul, the 
soldier of Christ, th.e greatest voice of 
Trzlth they knew. Paul is dead, his 
w,ords live. They had lost Peter, the 
head, the. rock, the shepherd. Another 
man already held the keys of heaven, 
Linus, the ex#slave. Peter is dead, but 
Peter lives.” 

and after a joint co$gregation 
meeting of recent date] evidently 
there is still the complete doc- 
trinal agreement presupposed at 
the beginning and the two par- 
ishes now become one. No doc- 
trinal differences exist. Or if the= 
do exist, they agree to disagrees 
One pastor will be called from 
the ALC and one from the ELC 
to start the ball rolling. The new 
congregation will not affiliate 
with anyone, and when the pro- 
posed merger of the ALC, ELC 
and UELC takes place, the new 
congregation will affiliate with it. 
If no merger, then independence, 
or they can join the ALC or the 
ELC. 

Church and state officials are right- 
ly concerned about the dilemma tb= 
confronts the nation as a whole beI 
cause of constantly rising divorce 
rates. One cause -contributing very 
much to su,ch a sad situation is mixed 
marriages. 

If this isn’t propaganda for the 
false dogm,a of the papacy being the 
successor of Peter and alone p,ossessing 
the keys to heaven, then what is? 

The propllet warns us (Amos) : 
“How can two walk together except 
they be agreed?” Common sense 
would dictate avoiding mixed religion 

ALC, ELC Churches 
Merge in St. Paul 

in a single home. But no, one young- 
ster after another says “It won’t hap- 
pen to me! I am congenial and tol- 
erant.” Along comes trouble. . . . 
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Since last Easter when negotia- 
tions actually began toward a 
complete merger of these two con- 
gregations, which merger was ap- 
proved by 90 per cent of the mem- 
bers of both congregations, after 
innumerable meetings for thor- 
oughly discussing all angles per- 
taining to efficiency measures, 

The WATCHMAN-EXAMINER in 
a recent editorial presents the con- 
clusion of the commission of the 
Christian Reformed Church, headed 
by a Dr. Berkhout, a physician, which 
cl,aimed that these mixed marriages 
are a ‘widespread practice and increas-, 
ing. Their warning agrees with our= 
“AVOID them!” It will not work out!’ 
Children, o,bey and follow your elders 
when they advise you against such 
folly. Experience is a good teacher. 
It is written: “Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord, Thy God.” 

Mixed .Marriages 



Commynism and 
the Clergy 

In an article so entitled, printed 
in the CHRISTIAN CENTURY #and 
reprinted in the Christian BRA- 
CON, Mr. Reinhold Niebuhr en- 
deavors to white-wash the gov- 
ernment Committee’s charges 
against the Protestant clergy of 
America suffering from commu- 
nistic idealism, etc. However, he 
does :admit the “handful” exists, 
and claims that: “They did not 
stop to examine the curious logic 
which failed to make a distinction 
between the charge of disloyalty 
and actual disloyalty, not to the 
nation but to the principles of 
democratic civilization and to the 
tenets of the Christian faith.” He 
cl.aims that the #deposition of this 
group in the clergy is due to the 
development “against the back- 

lground of a very considerable 
Marxist dogmatism in the ‘liberal’ 
wing of the Protestant churches.” 
Coming from Mr. Niebuhr, it 
would have been interesting to 
know just which people he would 
class ‘as “liberals.” 

And-can a “liberal” theology 
make “a ‘prophetic witness’ 
against the compfacencies (of our 
nation) more telling by eliminat- 
ing political errors from its essen- 
tially religious judgments?” Hard- 
ly, hardly! 

WHICH WAY, 
WISCONSIN? 

A recent letter .addressed to the 
Orthodo#x Lutheran by a Wisconsin 
Synod parochial school teacher, who 
is obvi.ously well disposed toward our 
church body and favorably impressed 
by our literature, asks the frank 
question: What is wrong with Wi.s- 
consin ? He considers his j syn:od .orth- 
odox, and asks why we did not join 
with it when we found it necessary 
to le,ave the Missouri Synod. Since 
the que.sti.on has been asked by others, 
and may be in the minds of many 
of our readers, we shall give our 
friendly inquirer a public answer. 

Exactly two years ag.o at the date 
of this writing (Septem.ber 25 and 
26, 1951) the O.L.C. was formed by 
,a small group of pastors and laymen 
(including the authorized lay repre- 
sentatives of ,one congregation) 
thr.ough secession from the Missouri 
Synod and ,organizati:on on the basis 
of the “Conf,ession of Faith Professed 
and Practiced by All True Luther- 
ans” t.ogether wit.h certain “Articles 
of Agreement,” the latter now re- 
placed by our Constitution. That first 
Convent.ion expressed agreement with 
the position taken by both the Wis- 
consin and Norwegian Synods against 
the “Common Confession” and held 
out t.he hand of fellowship to both. 
But we did not apply for membership 
in one .of these ‘synods, since our 
consciences were and are bound in 
the Word of God to renounce all fel-. 
lowsh.ip with the apostate Missouri 
Syn,old, and these synods were. both 
still in fellowship with Missouri. We 
expected that the inward divisi:on 
which had already taken place in the 
Synodical Conference would be fol- 
lowed, as t.he Word of God in Romans 
l6,1’7 and Titus 3,lO demands, by out- 
ward separation at the next Synodi- 
cal Conference convention. That it 
was not is history. 

Now, as the Wisconsin Synod stands 
at the cross-ro,ads, its decisive meet- 
ing being scheduled to take place on 
October 8 and 9, the approximate pub- 

(Continued on next page) 
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Which Way, Wisconsin? 

(Continued) 

lication date of the present issue of 
our ,church paper, we ask: “Which 
way, Wisconsin ?” The supplementary 
report of the standing committee in 
matters of church union correctly re- 
ports t.he situation and points the 
w,ay to Scriptural action. The report 
of the floor committee .on church 
union to the convention assembled at 
Wat.ertown pictures the same situa- 
tion; but the adoption of its re,com- 
mendations would forestall .the ac- 
tion required by God’s W,ord. The 
substitute proposal in matters of 
church uni:on presented by Secretary 
Professor Winfred Schaller to the 
convention at Wat.ertown, but yet to 
be acted upon, clearly sounds forth 
the divine summ.ons to *action. The 
reconvening of Dhe adjourned c,on- 
vention at Milwaukee two weeks 
hence will give Wisconsin it:s last 
opportunity to take unified stand for 
the Full Truth as a corpor.ate body. 
It ca.n adopt the recommendations of 
the iloor c.ommittee and follow along 
Missouri’s road down past the point 
of no return. Or it can obey the 
clear direction of God’s Word and 
enjoy His. blessings in purging out 
all .the leaven which especially dur- 
ing recent years has permeated also 
its :own ranks through fellowship 
with its f,ormer sis,ter synod. Or 
those who have determined their own 
c,ourse and those others whose 
course is determined by God’s Word 
may honestly part company. &Espe- 
cially in tha.t case we of the O.LC. 
would earnestly desire discu,ssions 
with the latter group on matters ,of 
doctrine and practice looking toward 
mutual recognition and fellowship if 
God be pleased to grant that consum- 
mai5on. 

These lines are not written for the 
purpose of “influencing” the action 
to be taken at Milwaukee. The issue 
may well be ,decided before this paper 
reaches t,he hands of any in attend- 
ance there. And if God’s Word does not 
rule the decision huma.n influence will 
profit not at all. This article is no 

more than an answer to our friendly 
correspondent who asks why we did 
not join Wisconsin. Our way, det,er- 
mined by G.od’s Word, was clear to 
us two years ago, and ‘by God’s unde- 
served grace we enjoy to this day the 
fellowship of c.omp1et.e unity in doc- 
trine and pr.actlce, and are joyfully 
doing the constructive work which 
our Lord has placed before us on 
that basis. Eut of Wisconsin we must 
still ask : “Which Way, Wisconsin ?” 

,Others, however, have not been re- 
ticent in t.heir endeavors to influence 
the course of t.he Wisconsin Synod. 
At the recent special convention of 
the Minnes0t.a District in New Urn, 
which some of us attended, Missouri 
Synod representatives were granted 
the floor s.0 freely that, as had they 
impeded a free and frank discussion of 
the poin.ts of difference at the Synodi- 
cal Conference and thus hindered the 
Wisconsin representatives from talk- 
ing bo them, they now almo.st suc- 
ceeded in preventing them from dis- 
cussing the situation iamong them- 
selves at their own meeting. And a 
letter from the Praesidium to the 
Missouri Synod clergy urges the use 
of such tactics at every special con- 
vention of the Wisconsin Synod to 
discuss these matters. What is wrong 
with the IVisc.onsin Synod was graph- 
ically evident at this gathering. The 
morning session, when the discussion 
of the report of the standing commit- 
tee on matters of church union was 
on the program, was most encouraging 
to ,a11 lovers of the truth. Almost 
everyone who asked for t,he floor con- 
formed his utterances to Dhe full 
truth of God’s Word. The afternoon 
session, devoted t,o the di;scussi.on of 
the report .of the floor committee, was 
as disc.oncerting a.s the preceding ses- 
sion had been exhilarating. Even the 
worldly tactics of the “filibuster,” 
long ‘drawn out discussions of irrele- 
vant matters with overtones of .sland- 
er an,d innuendo and of a Yove” 
which bears no resemblance to the 
“bond ;of perfectne,ss” inculcated un- 
der that name in Holy Scripture, 
were employed by at least two Wis- 
consin Synod men, giving the O.L.C. 

(Continued on next page) 
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visitors the uncanny feeling of be- 
ing transported back into the midst 
of a Missouri Synod Convention. In 
the fag end of the aftern:oon .a few 
moments were finally granted t.o the 
scheduled report on the substitut.e 
proposal in matter,s of church union, 
LxThich was well presented but not 
miscussed. 

The final move was Missouri’s In 
the pre.sence of the new president ‘of 
the Joint Synod, Rev. 0. J. Naumann, 
and under the chairmanship of his 
successor in the presidency of the 
‘Minnesota District, Rev. George A. 
Barthels, but without their previous 
inspect.ion, a lengthy document of spe- 
cial pleading against the position .of 
the Wisconsin Synod was permitted 
to be announced and distributed to 
the delegates by the Missouri repre- 
sentatives. Order Dr. P. E. Kretz- 
mann’s release: “Sheep-Stealing (Big 
League Scale-1953 Model)” for more 
det,ails on .this piece of brazen effront- 
ery. A just evaluation of this t&k 
of the Missouri representatives is also 
presented by Prof. E. Reim, of the 
kW.isconsin Syn:od Standing Commit- 
Gee on Church Union, as a Postscript 
to his “As We See It” article in the 
September 20 Northwestern Luther- 
an. But why the note at the end: 
“(For the views here expressed I wish 
to take sole responsibility. - E. 
Reim ) ” ? That is rather hard to un- 
derstand for us who gladly ,accept 
comm:on responsibility for what ap- 
pears in our off.icial organ. 

Yes, there is something wrong with 
Wisconsin. It is lack of unanimity in 
confessional action, hesitancy in re- 
ducing correct doctrine to practice, 
failure to respond as a corporate body 
to an officia.1 overture for fellowship 
in the truth extended by a body to 
whose doctrinal position Wisconsin 
has not taken exception, while hesi- 
tating to sever fellowship with a body 
which has itself “broken the link” 

P 
hich bound the Syno,dical Confer- 

ence together. If we had no love for 
the men of the Wisconsin Synod we 
should not trouble ourselves to ,point 
out the perils ,of their present .situa- 
tion. But we ,of the O.L.C. do care. 
We shall be present, God willing, a.s 

visitors in the M.ilwaukee meeting, 
and silently pray for a triumph of the 
Full Truth of God’s W:ord. But un- 
less and until ,God shall choose to 
grant that petition, we continue to 
a.sk : “Which way, Wisc.onsin ?” 

W.H.M. 

Luther on Ve.stments 
and Ceremonies 

Doctor Mart.in Luther, the great 
Reformer of the Church, wa.s en- 
dowed by God, among other things, 
with a well-balanced judgment, not 
only in matters directly concerned 
with doctrine, but also with such as 
pertained to life. 

He ma’de every effort to apply 
S,criptural principles to all situations 
in life. His conclusions, especially in 
the field of practi,cal theology, may 
not always be applicable in our days, 
but it is only a matter of good com- 
mon sense to listen to his advice. 

One of the fields in which Luther 
was very active, especially for some 
years, was that of liturgies and re- 
lated subjects. While he well knew 
that he was here dealing with adia- 
phora (things in themselves indiffer- 
ent), he also was fully aware of the 
truth that circumstances may alter 
cases and that it was a matter of wis- 
dom to judge on the merit of each in- 
dividual situation. If the Word of God 
was not jeopardized in any manner, 
Luther wa,s ready to make concessions, 
as in the case of the preacher in the 
North, wh,ose elector wanted all the 
ancient vestments of his church re- 
tained. 

However, when the matter in ques- 
tion tended to identify the confessors 
of the FULL TRUTH with the ene- 
mies of t.hat truth, Luther was firm 
in his opposition to the enemies. In 
his controversy with Ambrosius Cath- 
arinus, chiefly concerning the question 
whether the pope is truly the Anti- 
christ, Luther issued a pamphlet which 
certainly does not la.ck in clarity. In 
the sect.ion of this writing which bears 
the superscription: How Many Kinds 
of Show and Gesture, Specter and 

(Continued on page 207) 
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Have These Propositions Ever Been Rescinded? 
In the March 22, 1947, issue of the Lutheran Standard the following report was presented 

by the Intersynodical Fellowship Committee of the American Lutheran Church, which had met 
at Columbus, Ohio,, on March 4. 

“In furtherance of this duty laid upon us’ and in view of the forthcoming synodical meeting 
of the honorable Synod of Missouri, our Committee adolsted the following: 

“1. Our Committee is bound by and herewith rei‘terates the position formulated in the 
resolution adopted by the American Lutheran Church in 1938, to wit: 

“That we declare the Brief Statement of the Mis.souri Synod, together with the Declaration 
of our Commission, a sufficient doctrinal basis for church fellowship between the Missoud 
Synod and the American Lutheran Church. 

“That, according to our ‘conviction and the resolution of the Synod of Missouri, passed ai 
its convention in St. Louis, the aforemenlioned doctrinal agreement is a sufficient doctrinal 
basis for Church-fellowship, and that we are firmly convinced that it is neither necessary nor 
possible to agree in all non-fundamental tictrines. Nevertheless, we are willing to continue 
the negotiations concerning the points termed in our Declaration as ‘not divisive of Church- 
fellowship,’ and recognized as such by the Missouri Synod’s resolutions, and instruct our com- 
mission on Fellowship accordingly. 

“2. We earnestly reaffirm our conviction that no intervening discussions which we have had 
with the Committee on Doctrinal Unity of Missouri have revealed any fundamental doctrinal 
difference in the understanding of the Lutheran Confessions 
altar fellowship with the Missouri Synod. 

that forbids enlry into pulpit irnd 

“3. Our Committee’s, concurrence in abandoning efforts to secure the formulatjon and 
adoption of the Doctrinal Affirmation which underwent several revisions is based on the follow- 
ing considerations: 

“a. We hold that the slight divergencies in language and point of view between the Brief 
Statement and the Declaration all lie in areas where there exists an allowable and wholesome 
latitude of theological opinion on the basis of the teachings of the Word of God. 

“b. We further hold that to make the production of a unified statement of the sort contem- 
plated in the Docrinal Affirmaion an absolute sins qua non of Christian fellowship constitutes a 
threat to evangelical liberty of conscience by demanding a degree of uniformity in the state- 
ment of Christian truth that is incompatible with the Scriptures and with strict intellec- 
tual candor. 

“4. In accordance with the foregoing sentiments we are happy to make the following 
suggestions: 

“a. That we have a joint meeting with the Committee on Doctrinal Unity of the Missouri 
Synod as soon as it can be arranged for the purpose of answering the question: What practical 
steps can be taken to demonstrate in action, life, and practise the measure of unity which now 
exists? 

“b. That we express our willingness to make available to the proper floor committees q 
the 1947 convention of the Synod of Missouri several representatives of our committee in order 
to make personal conference possible.” 

The words in bold type indicate our disseqt. for, according to a conviction based on clear 
words of Holy. Writ, they are not in agreement with the FULL TRUTH and hence are not 
acceptable. Hence our question: Have these propositions or resolutions ever been rescinded? 
If not, we fail to see just what further negotiations can produce to effect a God-pleasing unity. 

P. E. K. 
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Again- 
That Whitewash 

One of the finest sentences appear- 
ing in the preliminary reports of the 
Houston Convention ’ of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod is found on 
the very first page of the first Con- 
vention ,Clergy Bulletin. We read 
there : “An active Chuch must make 
decisions. If it be a healthily active 
Cyhurch, one that has not become 
wearily apathetic toward doctrine or 
actively impatient with doctrine, itd 
decisions will be religious and docA 
trin’al decisions.” 

The tenor of $his declaration is cer- 
tainly commendable, and we only re- 
gret that the principle has not been 
in working order in th.e Missouri 
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Synod for a goodly number of years 
and that doctrinal discipline has been 
conspicuous by its absence for approx- 
imately two decades. For it was obvi- 
ous even to the “untrained layman” 
that there was a gradual deterioration 
in the doctrinal stand of t.he Missouri 
‘Synod, as evidenced in its official pub- 
iications, specifically the Lutheran 
Witness, the Concordia Theological 
Monthly, and in essays read at the 
convention of the Western District 
and the two California districts, that 
the position of Walther, F. Pieper, 
Bente, A. L. Graebner, and other 
theologians of the first and second 
generation, had been set aside in favor 
of an attitude favoring the ,&and 
taken by leaders of Dhe American Lu- 
theran Church (the former Ohio, 
Iowa: and Buffalo synods). To just 
what extent this was a conscious aber- 
ration favoring concessions and ap- 
peasements would be ,difficult to say. 
But it is evident that the entire de- 
velopment is a clear symptom pointing 
to an unhealthy spiritual condition. 

b 
When the report of the “Advisory 

ommittee on Doctrine and Practice” 
was issued, in August, 1951, we point- 
ed out the errors and inadequacies of 
that report in a special release which 
bore the caption “The Whitewash 
That. Blackened.‘! We ,criticized in par- 
ticular the frequent use of such 
phrases as “It’s just a question of 
terminology,” “1Y.s just a matter of 
interpretation, ” “It need not be divi- 
sive of church fellowship,” “It may )be 
understood to be correct.” That is not 
the language of St. Paul, or of Lu- 
ther, but of Melanchthon. Luther de- 
manded certainty in all matters pe:r- 
tainiag t.o Holy Writ, not only those 
concerning the personal foundation 
(Christ) or the dogmatic foundation 
(t,he doctrines of the Church), but 
also the organic foundation (Holy 
Scripture itself). This is so well- 
known to every student of Luther that 
it is not necessary to offer excerpts 
from t,he great Reformer’s writings. 
With Luther the word gegraptai (It 
is written) settl.ed every question, 
whether it pertained to the real pres- 
ence or to the union of natures in 

Christ or to the Antichrist. Nor did 
he operate with “historical judg- 
ments” when the laws of common 
thinking indictated the way to the 
right understanding. He stated, for 
example, that “Scripture with one 
voice exclaims that these errors are a 
teaching of demons and of Anti- 
Christ .” (Smalcald Articles, Of the 
Power and Primacy of the Pope. 
Trigl., p. 516 f., No. 42.) The argu- 
ment of the Apology (in Articles VII 
and VIII, No. 23 f ., Trigl., pp. 234 f.) 
is based, not on an historical judg- 
ment, but on Holy Writ itself. 

But along comes this committee, 
speaking on the “Visible Side of the 
Church,” on “The Antichrist,” on the 
“Conversion of the Jews,” on t.he 
“Resurrection of the M,artyrs,” on the 
“Beginning of the Thousand Years,” 
and on other subjects, and practically 
agrees with the aberrations of Doctor 
Wm. Arndt on every point. There are 
many “weasel” arguments on the 44 
pages of the committee’s printed re- 
port, and the efforts at exonerating 
the chief exponent of the “theology of 
confusion” show lamentable weak- 
nesses all along the line. So there ‘are, 
after all, doctrines of Scripture which 
are not divisive of church fellowship. 
And of course the pope is the Anti- 
christ, but with the proviso that Ohis 
is only an hist,orical judgment, and 
not a clear teaching of Holy Writ. 
The BRIEF STATEMENT definitely 
stated of the doctrine of the Anti- 
christ that it “was clearly defined in 
Scripture.?’ (No. 44b.) But this is 
blandly denied in the document. 

And now the entire matter is again 
deferred-until when? 

P. E. Kretzmann. 
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Luther’s’ Marriage Hymn 
While Luther, in w.riting his fine hymns to meet the needs of the Church 

in the period of t.he Reformation, gave chief attention to the main fe’stivals of 
the year, he did not neglect other important topics. And among such topics not 
the least important was that of the Christ.ian home and family. Since he had 
su.ch a wonderful example before him in the Bible, for inst.ance in Psalm 128. 
it is not surprising that he cast this song of degrees into verse form, to bg 
used at weddings and in the homes of the people. 

Accordingly we find that he, app’arently’ as early as 1524, or when he him- 
self was not yet. married, wrote the hymn “Wohl dem, der in Gottes fircht 
steht” (Happy the man who feareth God). The first melody to which this 
hymn was sung appeared in 1525, and a second tune was published about 1537; 
it appeared once more in Walther’s book of 1544. 

Stanza 1 pictures the blessed condition of him who values his redemption 
through Christ so highly as to feel constrained constantly to walk in the 
way of the Lord. Stanza 2 describes additional blessings, especially in the 
midst of a Christian family, where wife and children bring joy to the house- 
holder. Stanza 3 shows that the believer is actually free from many of the 
consequences of sin. Stanza 4 refers to the good things which attend the 
Christian, as coming from God through C,hrist, the city of Jerusalem serving 
as a type of the New Test.ament Church. And stanz’a 6 a-ssures the believer of 
the final bles,sings which come to him‘by the mercy of God. 

Since this hymn is not included in the Lutheran Hymnal, we offer an early 
translation, as found in Lambert’s monograph on Luther’s hymns. 

Happy the m,an that feared2 God, 
Whose feet His holy ways h.ave trod; 
Thine own good had sh.al1 nourish thee 
And well and happy shalt thou be. 

Thy wife shall, like a fruitful vine, 
Fill all thy house with clusters fine; 
Thy children all be fresh and sound, 
Like olivk plants thy table r,ound. 

Lo! to the man these blessitigs cleave 
Wh.0 2% God’s holy fear aoth live; 
From him the ancient curse bath fled 
By Adam’s race inherited. 

Ou,t of Mount Zion God shall send 
And crown with joy the latter end, 
That thou Jerusalem mayst see 
In favor ad prosj3erity. 

He shall be with thee in thy ways 
Ad give thee health anId length of days; 
Tea, thou shalt children’s child7en see 
And peace ,on Israel shall be. 

P. E. K. 
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“Ye Are the Salt of 
th,e Earth” 

DEVO’TION 

“Put on the new man, which after 
God is created in true righteousness 
bnd true holiness.” Again we read, 
“Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Again, “Gird your loins with Truth.” 
If we are the salt of the earth then 
surely those around us will not fail 
fail to realize that we are not of the 
world though in the world. 

Sin surrounds us. We are tempted 
all the day long to follow in wicked 
ways. Our own flesh wars against 
the Spirit within and seeks to gain 
the upper hanId by constantly leading 
us to find joy or pleasure in the 
things the world has to offer. And 
the world offers plenty of enticement 
to draw us into sin and vice. We 
need not make a thorough study of 
the ancient, mediaeval, or recent his& 
tory to see the awful effects of sin 
Br the destructive power of Satan. 
We need lbut to open our eyes to 
our immediate environment, and we 
are ast0unde.d at the temptations and 
evils that lie before us. It is so easy 
to fall into the pit and be drowned. 

How can we overcome and aid 
others to overcome? Of course we 
must resist, assail, attack, nullify, 
repudiate the evil ways and manners 
of worldly people who have the motto 
“Let’s eat, drink, and be merry, for 
tomorrow we died,” and actually 
think that death ends everything, 
even provides an escape from the 
justice of God. But how shall this 
be done? In the strength of our own 
reason or self/determination, perhaps 
to make or keep a better reputation 
asong the neighbors? No, that would 
be fatal to say the least. We could 
not even begin to fight, much less 
wi,n a victory. 

“Y,e are the salt of the earth? de* 
mands of us that we as Christians let 
the light of truth and saving faith in 

Christ Jesus guide, lead, empower, 
and sustain us. Being lborn in sin and 
iniquity we are lost and condemned 
and cannot hope to aid our neighbor. 
But being renewed by the power of 
the most High God through the 
effectual working of the Spirit upon 
our hearts; we are now creatures. 
The Gospel has shined into our 
hearts. We are now enlightened and 
sanctified. In our weakness, inability, 
indecision, His strength is made per’ 
feet. By God’s grace, the same which 
called us and renewed us, we shall 
see, know, and contend against all 
evils and daily walk in the paths of 
righteousness which “are ordained for 
us to walk in them,” serving the 
Lord with gladness. The.n we shall 
sing with joy i:n our hearts u,nto the 
Lord, and find .delight in keeping ,His 
statutes. We will remember His 
words : “Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the un’ 
goldly, nor standeth i’n the way of 
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful, ,but whose delight is in the 
law of the Lord,“-“He shall be like 
a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth #forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf also shall not wither, 
and whatsoever he doeth shall pros’ 
per.” 

As we offer up our prayer to our’ 
God ithis day, let us plead for special 
gifts of wisdom and strength to let 
our light of faith shine forth like a 
beason light, that there be a multi/ 
tude of fruits manifesting the inner 
love and conteatment we have in the 
wounds 0.f our *blessed Savior and 
Redemeer, Jesus Christ. 
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A.L.C. vs. Old Missouri 
In the August issue of the ORTHO# 

DOX LUTHERAN we printed an ex* 
cellent article in defense of our open 
and unequivocal, Scriptural position 
against the doctrinal aberrations still exist4 
ing in the constituent bodies of the 
American Lutheran Church and the 
American Lutheran Conference, as re’ 
peatedly noted in the official periodicals 
of both bodies, and now appearing as 
publica noctrina in the Missouri Synod 
too. 

We have in our polemics referred to 
various writers of various Lutheran 
church bodies, to various doctiments and 
books and papers. With alarming reguy 
larity we find a bold insistence upon re’ 
taining heretical dogmas and unscriptural 
practice. Th is invariably appears also side 
by side with the blunt rejection of Scrip* 
tures and of the Lutheran Confessions, 
the latter being rejected, as is the BRIEF 
STATEMENT, by. said bodies because 
they are orthodox and truly evangelical 
teaching. 

The recent Lutheran OUTLOOK ap’ 
pears with a very lengthy Book Review 

Dr. Franz, Pieper’s CHRISTIAN 
F~GMATICS, vol. II (vol. . III now 
available also), by the (Rev.) George 
H. Muedeking of California. He corn’ 
ments : “Because the entire argument is 
held to the controversies prior to the 
twentieth century” the “enduring value 
of the book will not be that of serving 
as our much#needed text in Lutheran 
dogmatics for our century.“--“But it will 
take its place as an example of the fulIest 
expression of the meaning of our Faith 
which Lutheranism had to offer in 
form& days.” “It tells what we felt we 
believed before the ferocious barbarism of 
our age blew sky/high both the religious 
and cultural optimism of the nineteenthd 
century Europe and the hairdsplitting ex’ 
crcises in theological niceties that went 
on in the halls of the theolc&cal faculties 
during the same time.” The reviewer 
might well conclude with J. P. Williams 
in the CHRISTIAN CENTURY that 
“formulations of what is believed to be 
absolute truth are in reality heuristic, they 
are persuasive, but not logically compel* 
ling. The devotee may contend that he 

accepts this proposition, but generally acts 
as though he had a corner on correct 
thinking.” 

The reviewer wishfully believes that the 
Lutheran Church could simply by teach/ 
ing the fundamental doctrine of Justid 
fication by Grace through Faith take its 
place as the custodian of the Word of 
God and then proceeds to show that he 
and Dr. Pieper do not agree on doctrine. 
This is simply because the reviewer him/ 
self is not clear on what actually consti* 
tutes a doctrine, namely every clear 
teachin.g of Scripture. But this failure 
to know what a doctrine is has been 
officially recognized as the seat of the 
trouble in unitihg the h/io. Synod and the 
A.L.C. Dr. Pieper preaches and teaches 
the clear Word of God and for this 
reason the volume being reviewed is not 
and never will be outmoded, and is a 
book (as are all the three volumes of 
Pieper’s Christian Dogmatics, more par’ 
titularly in the original and complete 
form) which no theologian can do with* 
out. 

A question: Does the reviewer actually 
believe that Dr. Pieper even thought of 
trying to harmonize truth with error, to 
let liberalism, beginnin,g in European en, 
vironment and now peddled under the 
name of modernism in this nation and the 
world, have equal rights with Scripture, 
or any rights at all? Is true theology logid 
cal? Must it be logical, or reasonable, 
before “intelligent man” can accept it 
and believe it? Dr. Pieper’s purpose and 
Luther’s purpose and God’s purpose 
through these men was to present the 
plain and simple and FULL TRUTH, 
and was not, except when necessary, con’ 
cerned about any “metaphysical formula* 
tions or manipulations,” as some call 
clear searchings of Scripture. The volume 
reviewed presents the God#given truth in 
direct opposition. to every kind or form 
of error as it appeared, evading no issue 
in need of treatment. It might have 
proved helpful clearly to demonstrate any 
specific mjtter which is not in need of 
treatment in our day in the same manner 
in which the author of said book dealt 
with the matter in his day. 

Of course the volume is not.‘useful for 
such as are ecumenically minded, i.e., who 
desire to unite all the churches into one 

(Continued on next Page) 
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grand fraternity. We have never seen 
a unionist who likes plain talk. Dr. Pie 
per ri,ghtly presents the person and work 
of the ‘Lord Jesus Christ and the re+ 
viewer finds in the plain truth a contra* 
diction with his own “theology,” saying: 
“We do better then to leave the paradox 

I’ 
f the personality of Christ for what it 

s, a paradox, and leave it intact.” Maybe 
the reviewer had a personal reason in 
saying : “We know also that the great 
Christian communions are not represented 
oy the spoutings of an individual here 
and there,” including Luther too, we pre- 
sume; but this much we can say, that the 
spoutings of this amateur theologian who 
does not know about the Genus idiomat+ 
cum, Gertzcs majestaticum, Ge,nus apoteles* 
matzcurn, e.g., and then dares to criticize 
the Scriptural presentations of one of the 
few men since Luther’s time who could 
rightly be called a theologian, the church 
could well do without. The reviewer even 
tries to represent himself as accepting 
the Lutheran Confessions, while anyone 
who has read both knows that Pieper’s 
manner of presenting the three genera 
is precisely that of Article VIII of the 
Formula of Concord. 

The Neo*Lutherans of our day and of 
our country will quite naturally condemn 
also Volume III when they take it up for 
review, for there again Dr. Pieper cleary 
ly presents the teachings of Scripture. 
One whose conscience is definitely bound 
by the clear and eternal Word of God, 
the Scriptures, will fully agree with every 
part. The Old M issouri Synod got its 
dogma from the Bible, not from -Pieper 
or Walther or Luther. Pieper’s books 
show that without question. The O.L.C. 
today teachers, likewise, what God 
teaches. It is with joy, pleasure, satis 
faction, that we can quote Luther, Pied 
per, and another grand old Lutheran 
theologian so sharply castigated in Amere 
ican Lutheran circles recently, Dr. Geo. 
Stoeckhardt; and we thank God that such 
men of God saw and could teach the 
TRUTH to others by the Spirit of 
r*od, so that the teacher and the hearer 
I: elieved and joined the blessed apostles 
in saying: “We cannot but speak of the 
things we have heard and seen.” Such 
conviction comes through diligent applicad 
tion to the Scriptures (John 5 :39) and 
not by the study of philosophy and world 

history and materialistic sciences or ex’ 
istentialism or exercising intellectualism. 

The entire lengthy review of the book 
is to be regretted. It demonstrates again 
the theological habitude of the A.L.C.; 
and as the Lutheran Standard states in 
a recent issue: “If writers in our peri* 
odical expound doctrine, then the reader 
has a right to expect that they uphold 
the official confession of the American 
Lutheran Church.” This review of the 
second Volume of Dr. Pieper’s Christian 
Dogmatics definitely reflects the fact that 
the A.L.C. men will still accept the 
truth only in the light of the& own 
reason, as they “accepted” the BRIEF 
STATEMENT “in the light of” their 
own Doctrinal Declaration. 

VESTMENTS 
(Con tin&d) 

Double-dealing Are F.ound in the 
Pope’s Most Holy Kingdom,” we fiud 
the following passage: 

“The fourth gesture is that of vest- 
ments and especially clothing for the 
cleric.s, under which this unchristian 
doing of this. horrible disturbance 
finds refuge. Whom will it not. &use 
to feel anger arid to flare up, as it is 
made a matter of holy living, and 
that one must practically worship him 
as God, namely the red cardinal’s hat, 
the two-pointed infula, the scarlet 
train, the mouths :adorned with jewels, 
the long vestment which from the top 
down to the feet must bristle with gold 
and jewelry, and all the other mani- 
fold kind of adornment, by which they 
have separated themse1ve.s from the 
laity and from the ordinary dress: of 
C,hristendom in general, as from an 
unspiritual doing and conduct? And 
now consider, ‘at the same time, the 
shaved heads and the hands drenched 
and consecrated with odoriferous oil, 
which no one may by any means 
touch, for it would be worse than if he 
had robbed a church. And how blessed, 
on the other hand, is he who is grant- 
ed the special favor that ,he might kiss 
such vestments, . . . Here you m’ay see 
whence so many sins have arisen in a 
short time, how many bad consciences 
and cases the remission of wh.ich they 
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have reserved to themselves alone, 
namely as often as something is omit- 
ted in these vestments and conduct. 
Do you suppose that any one who rav- 
ished ‘a virgin would commit so great 
a sin as such a sin would be, namely 
if a priest. did not shave his head for 
a full month? How small would be a 
sin such as that of murdering one’s 
father or mother, against that sin that 
one would approach t,he altar wit.hout 
a stole or a maniple, or had otherwise 
forgotten to don something of the 
vestments of the mass! Oh what a 
worthy priesthood. 7 Oh what a fine 
service of God, which well fits such 
saints! Herein they rule and adminis- 
ter their kingdom with so many sta,t- 
utes, manners, and ceremonies; to this 
end so many dispens’ations and irreg- 
ularities must serve, and such abomi- 

nations without number, that no one 
may speak of it without revulsion. 
There, there, in these t.hings consists 
the Christian worship.” St. Louis Ed., 
18, 1490 f. 

Luther himself followed the em- 
phatic advice which he gave to others. 
On October 9, 1524, he discarded the 
vestment of the ma.ss, distinctive of :I 
higher ecclesiastical station or order, 
and thereafter appeared in an aca- 
demic garment whi.ch, with slight 
al,terations, became the pulpit gowr~ 
of the Lutheran Church. Its symbol4 
ism indicates that the pastor, wear- 
ing this garment, covers his own 
person during the administration of 
the means of grace, since he, at such 
times, represents Christ alone, and 
not an ecclesiastical order. 

P. E’. K. 
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