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Away, My Heart, to Heaven! 

(Based on the German: Fort, fort, mein Herz, zum Himmel!) 

Away, my heart, to heaven, 
Away to heaven’s abode! 
This world’s turmoil and trouble 
Will prove too sore a load. 
Where God’s Lamb is abiding, 
A place He is providing, 
A place of rest and peace 
Where joys shall never cease. 

If thou are weak and fearful, 
Throw off the bonds of dread: 
The heav’nly Lamb has conquered 
When He rose from the dead. 
See Him with joy ascending, 
His victory defending, 
And join Him there above, 
Protected by His love. 

0 Lamb on Zion’s mountain, 
Thy glory I behold; 
Had I but eagle’s pinions 
I would seek joys untold 
Where Thine own children face 

Thee, 
In triumph there embrace Thee 
In heaven’s eternal rest, 
By Thee forever blest. 

Meanwhile I wait with patience 
And rest my trust in Thee; 
As Thy ‘will shall direct me, 
Thine own I e’er shall be. 
When Thou at last wilt call me 
No evil shall befall me: 
With gladness I shall come 
Into my heav’nly Home. 

P. E. K, 
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Theslogy & Orthodoxy 
“That the Bible is the Word, 

verbally inspired, the infallible, in- 
violable, inerrant, and only. source 
and norm of all Christian doctrine 
and holy living, is a God given 
principle we must ever h.old and 
defend, b e i n g so far-reaching in 
its application that it can be 
clearly seen in all our teaching, of 
exegetical or polemical, doctrinal or 
historical, practical or if you desire, 
theoretical. 

“Our theology concedes the dignity 
of a theological doctrine to no state- 
ment which may be derived from 
a revealed doctrine by a process 
of reasoning only, but is not itself 
in all its terms ‘actually taught in 
Holy Scripture. We maintain the 
sola Scripfura, sola grafia, sola fide, 
as well as the doctrine. of Christ’s 
universal redemption, the doctrine 
of the general efficacy of the means 
of grace and man’s natural or will- 
ful resistance against that grace, and 
conversion through the means of 
grace, because Scripture t e a c h e s 
those doctrines clearly. The doc- 
trines of Scripture are fixed. “Scrip- 
ture cannot be broken”. All doc- 
trines of Scripture form a complete- 
ly harmonious unit. Scriptural, and 

good theological habitude makes the 
observance of the proper relation- 
ship of all dogrria mandatory. 

Finally, what is Scriptural is also 
Protestant a n d indeed Lutheran. 
“Luther struck the key-note of true 
Protestantism and of true theology 
when he opened the first of his 
ninety-five theses with the words: 
“OUR LORD AND MASTER JESUS 
CHRIST, saying”. These words were 
virtually a Declaration of Inde- 
pendence directed against the Anti- 
christ, because they were actually 
an avowal of allegiance to Christ 
and of obedience and subjection to 
His word. But that same allegiance 
and obedience implied no less de- 
cided pro4es.f against the rule of 
reason in matters of faith and doc- 
trine. Luther was prompted and 
actuated by the same theology when 
he refused to recant at Worms and 
when he refused to yield at Marburg. 
True liberty is not licentiousness in 
theology any more than it is in 
social or political life, and the free- 
dom of thought which true Protest- 
antism claims and concedes is free- 
dom to think the thoughts of God’ 
revealed in the Word of, God, human 
auth0rit.y of any kind to the con- 
trary notwithstanding”. 

(Theo. Quart. V. 1) 
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New Seminary Officially Opens 
Five days less than one year af- 

ter the 0. L. C. was organized it 
has become our privilege and duty 
to open the Orthodox Lutheran 
Seminary, because of God’s com- 
mand and promises. The Seminary 
is established in the beautiful city 
of Minneapolis, Minnesota, one of 
the Twin Cities and known as the 
Gateway to the North.west. 

The Solemn Divine Opening Serv- 
ice was conducted in the Holy 
Trinity congregation on Sunday, 
September 21, with the professors 
and student body present. 

The Rev. Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, 
Ph. D. D. D. Ed. D. .is the President 
of the institution and professor, and 
the Rev. W. II. McLaughlin, M. 
S. T. is professor also. 

Registration of student.s took place 
on September 18-20, and will con- 
tinue by appointment with the 
above faculty members. 

The Rev. 0. G. Schupmann based 
his sermon on Matthew 9:36-38, 
showing forth the great necessity of 
establishing our Seminary at this 
time and demonstrated the manner 
in which the Lord of the Church 
will Himself supply the needs so 
apparent before our eyes in a sin- 
sick, lost, forlorn, fainting world. 
Many prayers of faithful Christians 
have been answered by the bold re- 
solution of the 0. L. C. to begin their 
own institution for the proper train- 
ing of ministers and teachers. The 
burdens and cares of the future 
concerning the operation of t h e 
Seminary will be taken to the Lord 
in prayer, and trusting in His 
promises of free grace the re- 
sponsibility of supporting this ven- 
ture of faith will be gladly assumed 
by all members of the Orthodox 
Conference congregations, having 
the confidence that victory land 
success under God will surely be 
ours a 

At the end of the service the 
members of the Higher Education 
Committee, also members of the 

Board of Control of the Seminary, 
addressed the assembly b r i e f 1 y, 
namely the Rev. G. G. Schupmann 
and Mr. H. A. Strumpler, both of 
St. Louis, Missouri, encouraging all 
those present to pray and work, 
also for this most worthy cause, 
pointing to the blessed past year in 
which the good Lord has so bounti- 
fully blessed our Conference, going 
from one victory to another, still 
holding the banner of Truth high; 
for which it is our duty to thank 
and to praise God who doeth all 
things well. 

And so, to Him who hath life 
and immortality, to the hills from 
whence cometh our help, we look 
for grace, mercy, peace, and joy in 
the entire project. May God’s will 
be done, His holy name be hallowed 
among us, the study and preaching 
and teaching of the Truth be richly 
blessed. GO FORWARD! In Jesus 
name, where Jesus lives and His 
honor is sought, thou shalt be a 
blessing unto many! 

With joy o v e r the tremendous 
strides forward made by the Con- 
ference, The 0. L. C. board met in 
the afternoon of the same day with 
all members willingly resolving in 
unanimous s p i r i t concerning im- 
portant matters which had to do 
with the Seminary, Conference, 
Mission Prospects, ratifying housing 
arrangements for the faculty and 
student body, and school library. 

0. G. S. 

Now the Lord has said unto 
Abraham “Get thee out of thy coun- 
try and from thy kindred and from 
thy‘ father’s house unto a land that 
I will show thee, and I will make 
of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a blessing. 
And I will BLESS them that bless 
thee and CURSE them that curse 
thee; and in thee shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.” 
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The Man at the Listening Post 
The above-mentioned man tells in 

the August 5, 1952, Lutheran. Witness 
what he has heard at his post on the 
st.aff of that once orthodox publica- 
tion. His observation is that we have 
neglected “to expose the recapture 
the significance, point by point, of 
the Scriptures behind” the Confes- 
sions and the formulations of doc- 
trine in synodical catechisms and 
other professional books used by the 
ministry. He insists that the restudy 
of these formulations will sometimes 
show us, to our discomfort and dis- 
may, that our old formulations of 
doctrine are vessels that have been 
getting empty and that they must 
be filled anew from time to time. 

No, our old formulations are not 
empty. They do not need refilling. 
The more we study the Confessions 
(also the Brief Statement), the more 
we shall be convinced that the plain 
meaning which lies on the surface 
of these doctrinal formulations is 
the only significance which we shall 
ever capture or recapture. The Luth- 
eran Confessions were written to be 
“preserved and propagated also to 
our posterity” (Trig., p. 21), not as. 
each new generation might interpret 
them but as they plainly read. The 
Confessions have been judged “to be 
the only and perpetual consensus 
of the truly beliving Church” (Trig., 
p. 7) and will remain that “until the 
glorious advent of Jesus Christ, our 
only Redeemer and Savior” (Trig., 
p. 21). Together with the Preface of 
the Christian Book of Concord, “we 
are sure concerning our doctrine and 
confession,” (Trig., p. 21) and re- 
study can only confirm that convic- 
tion again and again. 

Truly orthodox Lutherans, who 
subscribe to orthodox Lutheran con- 
f essions, or formulations of doctrine, 
surely study and restudy them; but 
the result of such study is that true 
Lutherans are only more and more 
“determined not to depart even a 
finger’s breadth either from the sub- 
jects themselves, or from the phrases 

which are found in them” (Trig., 
‘p. 23), because they are and will 
remain full vessels, filled with the 
clear teachings of Scripture. Any 
godly effort which sets out “to ex- 
plore and recapture the significance 

of the Scriptures behind” the 
Confessions and the handbooks of 
doctrine will lead to the conclusion 
that the significance of the Scrip- 
tures behind them is clearly given 
in the formulations as ,already ex- 
pkssed in them. No, these are not 
the vessels that are getting empty. 

The trouble with those who 
accuse others of “neglecting to ex- 
plore and recapture” in this, that 
they belong to that class of “trouble- 
some and contentious men, who do 
not suffer themselves to be bound 
to any formula of the pure doctrine” 
(Trig., p. 21; emphasis ours). And 
the result of following the suggestion 
of the man at the listening post is 
“that the pure doctrine is obscured 
and lost, and nothing is transmitted 
to posterity except academical opin- 
ions and suspensions of judgment” 
(Trig., p. 23). 

The 44 - of which the man at the 
listening post is a member - and 
their fellows have shown us what 
they mean by “exploring and re- 
capturing the significance of the 
Scriptures” behind the older and 
the newer formulations of doctrine. 
Behold what they have brought back 
from their explorations: the Chicago 
Statement. the Common Confession, 
and the year-old Report of the 
Advisory Committee on Doctrine 
and Practice! What is recaptured in 
these new formulations is not the, 
original meaning and significance of 
Scri-pture but rather the spirit of the 
subtil Serpent who said: “Yea, hath 
God said..?” 

For the man at the listening post, 
who is a fluent advocate of Mis- 
souri’s new theology of confusion 
and amateurism, it is not primarily 
the old formulations of doctrine 
that have become vessels w h i c h 
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have been getting empty; the basic 
fact is that clear passages of Scrip- 
ture have been drained by him and 
his fellow-explorers of their true 
and clear meaning, so that he and 
his fellows may feel free periodically 
to pour into the vessels of Scrip- 
ture their own fluid speculations. 

The vessels of Romans 16:17; 
Matt. 7:15; Titus 3:lO; John 10:35; 
Luke. 17:20,21 and others have been 
emptied of their clear sense and 
have been filled with imaginations 
drawn from the well of unionism. 
Second Thessalonians 2 has b e e n 
emptied of its pure water and has 
been filled from the “still” of the 
Common Confession. 

The Lutheran Witness may no 
longer be sure of its doctrine; but 
it is characteristic of L u t h e r, 
Walther, Pieper, and all orthodox 
preachers that they are indeed sure 
of their formulations of doctrine 
and do r-rot allow the criticisms of 
their adversaries to drive them into 
an apology for their God-given cer- 
tainty, John 8:31,32. 

We thank God that our reception 
from Scriptures and from the for- 
mulations of doctrine in our Con- 
fessions - including the Brief Sfaie- 
men& which is becoming an empty 
vessel in. Missouri - is not distorted 
as it is for the man at the listening 
post. And we know what the Lord 
God says of those who falsify His 
Word: “Behold, I am against the 
prophets, saith the Lord, that use 
their tongues, and say, He saith. 
Behold, I am against them that . . . 
cause my people to err by their 
lies.” (Jer. 23:31,32.) Therefore we 
marked them and now avoid. them, 
Rom. 16:17, and continue to mark 
them. A. M. S. 

e -- 

“When it becomes evident that the 
wording of a confessional formula 
is not clear enough to exclude all 
heresy, then subscription to that 
formula is no longer sufficient to 
establish orthodoxy; it must be ac- 
companied by an explanation of the 
respective article” .-Proc.-‘38. MO. 
Syn.) 

New Releases Available 
Please send cash, stamps, WITH 

ORDER. Order from the ORTHO- 
DOX LUTHERAN. 

NOTE: Nos. 44, 45 and 49 discon- 
tinued temporarily. 

56. Congregations in Apostolic 
Times as Corporate Bodies-2c. 

57. Great Doctrines of the Bible- 
Bible Class subjects-2c. 

58. A Strange Request-To Muzzle 
0. L. C. Testimony-2c. 

59. Prophetic Indictment of the 
MO. Synod-by DF. Fr. Pieper-2c. 

60. Those Points of Agreement- 
Between MO. and the A. L. C.--5~. 

61. The Brotherly Brush-Off-Ex- 
cuse of Guilty-Blame Innocent-2c. 

62. Church Government-Essential 
Principles Detailed Outline-50c. 

63. Dear Marse Joe-Case Facts 
vs. MO. Tyrranical Methods-5c. 

64. Extent of a Synod’s Jurisdic- 
tion:2c. 

65. The ‘52 0. L. C. convention 
Program-free for postage. 

66. Missouri Synod Interim-2c. 
67. What Should Church Member- 

ship Mean to the Individual-2c. 
68. Are You Guilty of Other Men’s 

Sins?-2c. 
69. Great Men Are Not Always 

Wise-2c. 
71. WE TAKE ISSUE with Dr. 

Sasse-5c. 
72. That False Argument f r o m 

Numbers-2c. 
73. Proceedings of 0. L. C. (I) 

Convention (price raise)-$1.00. 
74. Proceedings of 0. L. C. (II) 

Convention (coming in Nov.)-$1.00. 
7.5. Those F r a n t i c Efforts--To 

Patch the Torn C. C.--2~. 

NOTICE: THE PROCEEDINGS of 
the First Annual Meeting of the 
Orthodox Lutheran Conference will 
from henceforth be sold at the rea- 
sonable price of $1.00 due to de- 
mand. The Proceedings of the 
Second Annual Meeting of the 0. 
L. C. will also be sold for $1.00 and 
should appear early this fall. 
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The Right of Private Judgment 
Ever- since the first spread of 

Christianity there have been men 
who insist upon the right of private 
interpretation. But all too often their 
insistence upon exercising this kind 
of judgment amounts to liberalism, 
or religious anarchy, a feeling of 
rebellion against the p r o p e r and 
scriptural defining of church teach- 
ing. 

True enough; the leaders of the 
great Reformat.ion believed in the 
right of private judgment in the 
proper sense of the term. But does 
my insistence u p on the right of 
private j u d g m e n t of doctrinal 
matters grant me the privilege of 
mutilation, substitution, or even re- 
jection of God’s truth? Is not reli- 
gious freedom intended to guarantee 
the individual’s right, under God, to 
know and to do His will as it is re- 
vealed? Does private judgment and 
faith in divine revelation justify the 
criticism that. I, who adhere to “It 
is written”, t h e r e b y boast of a 
monopoly of truth? 

It would seem logical, and cer- 
tainly it is a fruit of justifying faith 
which is in Christ Jesus, that every 
true believer who has like Paul. or 
Luther been led unto and into the 
full truth of Scriptures will broad- 
cast his new-found joy and convic- 
tion to all possible hearers. They 
should share in that happiness. 

Today, more than ever before, 
we must simply have, hold, and in- 
sist upon pure and all inclusive 
doctrinal standards and tests. By 
what other means can we ascertain 
the “unity of faith” demanded by 
the Lord God in His Word? With- 
out question, unity must first exist 
before there can be any kin.d of 
union. 

The state has its laws to which 
you and I must conform. Society has 
its codes and requirements. Thus a 
church body, any visible organiza- 
tion, must have a firmly established 
code of principles to g u i d e and 
govern its constituent members. 

Religious anarchy denies the right 
of any church body or even indi- 
vidual to h a v e a positive creed. 
What else is such private judgment 
but a personal insistence upon fol- 
l.owing one’s own autonomous con- 
science even at the cost of break- 
ing codes and ethics? 

‘It is not a mere supposition when 
we claim, e. g., that the Bible is the 
verbally inspired a n d inviolable 
Truth. That claim is based upon the 
clear statements of the eternal God 
Himself, who is the same always, 
and immutable. 

Choosing to set aside one or an- 
other of the clear words of Scrip- 
ture is breaking the Scriptures. And 
how often does not private interpre- 
tation of Scriptures in the light of 
modern research “for the express 
purpose of re-evaluating its true 
meaning” prove to be nothing else 
than mere speculation, or even a 
bland rejection of the Scriptures? 

If people. want a free church in 
tile sense of a liberalistic and modern 
“What not and What’s next” religion 
they will surely obtain the same by 
persistent rejection of any part of 
God’s reliable norm, the Scriptures. 
And just what kind of church would 
you have where teacher and pupil, 
clergyman or man in the pew, in- 
sist upon private judgment, personal 
interpretation, individual standards, 
or a personal religion? Why belong 
to any church if you have your own 
opinions on spiritual matters? 

Is it then any wonder that there 
is so much room for the discussion 
of social problems and h u m a n 
morality in modern churches? Reve- 
lation is b e i n g deliberately side- 
tracked, superseded, and replaced 
by secularization through the. in- 
sistence upon private judgment and 
interpretation. Thus the modern 
church has lost her power and in- 
fluence. God says: “Blessed are they 
that hear the Word of God and keep 
it.” “All Scripture is given by the 
inspirat.ion of God”. “Search the 
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Scriptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life, and they are they 
which testify of Me”. St. Paul the 
apostle certainly insists upon accept- 
ing the full truth of the biblical 
canon to the minutest detail. So did 
Luther. 

Compare the statement of the Re- 
formation leaders (Trigl. 1103.40) : 
“Since now, in the sight of God and 
of all Christendom, we wish to 
testify to those now living and to 
those who shall come after us that 
this declaration herewith presented 
concerning all t h e controverted 
articles aforementioned a n d ex- 
pla ined, and no other, IS OUR 
FAITH, DOCTRINE, AND CONFES- 
SION, i.n which we are willing, by 
God’s grace, to appear with intrepid 
hearts before the judgment seat. of 
Jesus Christ, and give an aczoua$ 
of it”. 

And compare the bold, challenging 
statements of firm conviction fou.nd 
in the Preface of the Christian Book 
of Concord. Their conviction, which 
is also ours by the grace of God, is 
a God-given joy and satisfaction 
through a God-given faith and im- 
pl.icit trust and spiritual enlighten- 
ment of the Holy Ghost wrought by 
and through the Word. We want no 
part of modernistic privat.e judg- 
ment whereby Satan would rob us 
of our certainty of God’s abiding 
grace and eternal life. 

Certainly no student of Dr. Martin 
Luther can overlook the stress which 
Luther laid upon the “sola scriptura” 
principle in his essay on the Baby- 
lonian Captivity of the Church de- 
livered against the false claims of 
the Papacy. In that same essay 
Luther also demonstrates how faith 
in the Scriptures is’ from and by the 
means of the Scriptures, and t,hat 
the Bible in all its parts is self- 
authenticating, and that we as 
faithful Christians and disciples of 
Him who is the Word must confess 
and defend the FULL truth of God’s 
Word. God give us the strength, 
will, and courage to do so for His 
name’s sake. 

0. G. S. 

Those Political Prayers 
A well-known national newspaper 

columnist boldly takes a s t a n d 
against those prayers offered recent- 
ly at the national political conven- 
tions of the two major parties. “The 
practice no longer bears a’sense of 
religious devotion”. Also, declares 
Mr. Barton: “They are not prayers, 
but, in fact, speeches”. And then he 
proceeds to point out on what the 
speeches were based and in what 
direction they were pointed. 

But when he states that prayer 
must never be a public utterance, 
and uses Jesus for an example, as 
one who never prayed in public, 
and refers to Matthew, chapter six, 
for his evidence, we must beg to 
differ. The Lord’s words concerning 
prayer direct the Christian to be 
watchful lest his prayer become a 
mere pretense and mockery. As a 
precaution it may be most ad- 
vantageous for a real heart-to heart 
talk with our heavenly Father to 
be alone and completely shut out 
f r o m fellowman disturbances, or 
worldliness. Such prayers of a true 
Christian’ whose heart is ever bur- 
dened with c a r e and sorrow, 
especially concerning his sinfulness, 
may be short or long, depending 
upon attending circumstances. 

But we too must express our sin- 
cere regrets that those prayers in 
particular, and others of a similar 
nature offered hither and yon by 
clergymen who are so ‘often invited 
to appear on the public scene, “not 
scheduled from any deep sense of 
religious devotion”, are such abom- 
inations. We firmly believe that it 
would be very wise to exclude the 
prayers entirely from the ensuing 
programs. But offer opportunity for 
private, personal, scriptural peti- 
tions and words of praise and grati- 
tude, but this in Jesus’ name who 
said to us “Whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in My name,” that is, 
firmly believing in Him as the Lord, 
Savior, Mediator, Intercessor, Truth, 
and Compassionate One, “He will 
give it you”. 
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Who Said What? 
The September issue of the Luth- 

eran Senfinel, official publication 
of the Norwegian Lutheran Church, 
contains a most excellent editorial 
on the strange doings at the Synod- 
ical Conference convention in St. 
Paul recently, thoroughly castigat- 
ing the Missouri Synod majority 
in session for their rejection of the 
unanimous report of Committee 5 
concerning the complete inadequacy 
of the Common Confession to fulfill 
the purposes for w h i c h it was 
written and adopted by the Missouri 
Synod. Also being present at the 
convention we join the writer of said 
article in saying “We have lived 
some years and we have had some 
strange and varied experiences with 
different human beings but we con- 
fess that never before have we wit- 
nessed such adamant closing of all 
doors and windows”. 

But t. h e otherwise well-written 
article was thoroughly spoiled by 
the final paragraph: “Let it be said 
to them who may be glad that we 
are having our differences in the 
Synodical Conference that the dis- 
solution of the Conference did NOT 
come at our August convention. The 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 
the Slovaks, Wisconsin a n d the 
Norwegians are STILL BROTHERS 
IN THE FAITH. And, by the grace 
of God, s u c h a miscarriage of 
parliamentary justice as w a s ac- 
corded committee 5 will NE V E R 
AGAIN OCCUR among us”. 

Disturbing words expressed with 
such confidence and assurance in the 
face of the fact that the Wisconsin 
Synod and the Norwegian Synod 
have rejected the Common Confes- 
sion for more reasons than mere 
inadequacy and have received NO 
good assurance that Missouri will 
correct its errors but the contrary 
has been made clear: “We will not 
retreat”. 

Perhaps the author of the words 
referred to above has forgotten the 
treatment accorded his church not 
too many years ago in their fight 

for the truth. But we can assure 
him that he is far too hopeful in his 
dream that Missouri will n e v e r 
again treat the “brethren” in such 
wicked manner. Worse action will 
surely come, the innocent b e in g 
made the guilty of severing.the rela- 
tionship of the Synodical Conf ere’nce. 

How soon will we hear from the 
Norwegian brethren that they have 
joined the Wisconsin Synod in their 
official stand of PROTEST against 
Missouri? Or will there be another 
Austin Agreement? 

--- -Ib 

If the reader has not received a 
copy of the fine release of the Con- 
fessional Lutheran Bureau directed 
against the Presidium of the Mis- 
souri Synod for its direct attack 
against the B r i e f Statement, de- 
fending the C.L.P.B. charges against 
the Presidium ‘for its shameful at- 
tempt to defend the ACDP Report 
in which error and errorists in the 
Mo. Synod are whitewashed of- 
ficially, then obtain it as soon as 
possible. (The Confessional Luth- 
eran Bureau, 310 So. Cherry Str., 
Morrison, Ill.) 

l 

We believe and accept and will 
confess the sacred trut.hs taught in 
the BRIEF STATEMENT which 
does not halt between two opinions 
but speaks clearly and positively on 
vital issues, presents the truth and 
rejects the antithesis in doctrinal 
matters, and is a clarion call to 
stand up for Jesus Christ and 
contend for the holy faith once de- 
livered unto the saints. The BRIEF 
STATEMENT and the COMMON 
CONFESSION do not agree. We 
love the one, we reject the other 
as husks. 

a 
There are more rationalists in the 

churches than go by that name. 

NOTE: Your subscription ex- 
pires on date given with ad- 
dress. P r o m p t renewals are 
much appreciated. 
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(Installment three of a ,series on this 
topic from an original essay by Dr. 

Fr. Pieper) 

The Bible teaches that Unionism, 
fellowship with false doctrine, is 
detrimental to the church, because 
it is a menace fo the soul. We must 
not imagine. God. to be a tyrant, 
who takes delight in issuing com- 
mandments a n d prohibitions for 
their own sake. God’s command- 
ments and prohibitions are made in 
the interest of His great unspeakable 
divine love and mercy, which would 
lead us poor sinners to salvation. 
God, you know, is not only our Lord 
and Master, He is at the same time 
our. Saviour. When he bids us: 
“Avoid them” (Rom. 16,17), namely 
those who deviate from the Apostles’ 
doctrine, he does this in the interest 
of ‘our salvation. When he forbids 
us to salute and treat as a brother 
in the faith anyone who does not 
bring the doctrine of Christ, He does 
this, too, with a view to our salva- 
tion. He does not want us to lose 
the salvation we already possess 
by faith. “Look to yourselves,” St. 
John says in that same connection, 
“that we lose not those t.hings 
which we have wrought.” 2 John 
v. 8. God has shown us wondrous 
grace and mercy. God’s Son is come 
into the flesh and has procured for- 
giveness of sins and salvation for us 
and for all men. Furthermore He 
has given us his Word, that from it 
we may learn of this salvation so 
procured for us and may appropriate 
it by faith. Our salvation, the whole 
world’s salvation, has been deposited 
info Christ’s Word. All teachers who 
bring unto us the doctrine of Christ, 
bring unto us the salvation of our 
souls. They do a “good work”. 1 
Tim. 3, 1. On the other hand, all 
teachers who deviate from Christ’s 
doctrine, do an evil deed with re- 
spect fo .men’s souls. As much as in 
them lies, they rob the people upon 

whom t h e y inflict themselves as 
teachers - they rob them of &ha- 
ticn. Hence Christ’s warning words 
(Math. 7, 15): “Beware of f a 1 s e 
prophets, which come unto you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 
are ravening wolves.” 

Later we shall deal with a num- 
ber of objections that are raised in 
defense of Unionism. One objection 
should claim our attention here. 
This objection is met with in the 
hearts of the children of God - as 
to their flesh. It is this: If false doc- 
trine is so detrimental and God so 
sternly forbids it, why does God 
have so much patience with those 
who contradict His word and will? 
We reply: We are confronted here 
indeed by a marvel of divine 
patience. Luther was truly astonish- 
ed in later years that God did not 
strike him down in His wrath when 
he, as a Roman priest, said his 
first mass and by his “offering” 
heaped reproach upon Christ’s offer- 
ing. On the mass-offering he passes 
the following judgment (XII, 1552): 

“That one should undertake to 
offer up Christ in the Mass is an act 
of blasphemy and an abomination 
and the worst sin one can commit. 
Christ has been offered up once. 
Now nothing more is needed than 
that we thank him in eternity. This 
offering of Christ, which was offered 
once, is valid forever and we are 
saved by believing it. If we set up 
something else beside that offering 
we are blasphemers.” By the sacri- 
fice of the Mass (XII a.907) “faith 
is extinguished and -the one offer- 
ing, that Christ offered himself for 
us once, is forgotten and treated 
with contempt.” We, too, no doubt, 
have often marveled that God does 
not rise up in His .wrat,h and oust 
the Pane, who calls himself the vicar 
of Christ and at the. same time sets 
at naught, curses, an d persecutes 
Christ’s Gospel, the teaching of 

(Continued on following page) 
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Unionism-A Menace 
(Continued from preceding page) 

divine grace, by which alone men 
are saved. 

Nothing in the world is more 
brazen than false prophets. They not 
infrequently surpass the tyrants of 
this world in audacity and boldness. 
Why does God bear with them so 
long and let them do so much mis- 
chief in this World? God’s long-suf- 
fering is incomprehensible, indeed, 
just as God Himself and all His 
attributes are incomprehensible t.o 
us. We stand face to face with a 
deep mystery here. Hence we 
abstain from any thoughts of our 
own concerning God and keep with- 
in the bounds of His revealed Word. 
God does not tell us all, but he does 
tell us a few things to inform us why 
He does not hurl his thunderbolts at 
those who oppose His word and will. 
The Bible says: “The Lord is long- 
suffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that 
all s h o u 1 d come to repentance.” 
(2 Peter 3,9). Hence God tarries with 
His final judgment and the ushering 
in of th.e Great Day. And let us bear 
in mind what God is able to make 
of those who erstwhile resisted Him 
boldly. 

Saul breathed o u t threatenings 
and slaughter against the disciples 
of the Lord. Still God made this 
Saul a Paul, who labored m o r e 
abundantly t h an all the other 
Apostles. Joh.n and James would 
have commanded fire to come down 
from heaven and consume the city 
of the Samaritans because it refused 
to receive Christ. But Jesus turned 
and rebuked His disciples: “Ye know 
not what manner of spirit ye are of.” 
(Luke 9,52-56). And what did Christ 
make of t h e s e Samaritans after 
Pentecost? We read in the eighth 
chapter of Acts that the Apostles 
which were at Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received the Word of 
God. Luther, who erstwhile blas- 
phemed Christ’s offering of atone- 
ment by bringing his offering in the 

Mass - him God made the Reformer 
of the Church. 

This sheds a ray of light. upon the 
fact that God does not forthwith 
enter-into judgment with those who 
set. themselves against His word and - 
will. Then the Bible gives us still 
another reason why God suffers 
false teachers and sects to come. We 
read 1 Cor. 11, 19: “There must be 
also heresies among you, that they 
which are approved may be made 
manifest among you.” From these 
words we learn also this that God 
suffers false teachers and sects to 
come, not that we should join th.em 
and have fellowship wit.h them, but 
that we should avoid them. Rom. 
16, 17: “Avoid them.” We have al- 
ready seen that the same thing is 
said Deut. 13, 3-4: “The Lord your 
God provefh you, to know whether 
ye love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul. 
Ye shall walk after the Lord your 
God, and fear h.im, and keep His 
commandments, and obey His voice, 
and ye shall serve Him, and cleave 
unto Him.” 

The practical application of these 
principles will be partly set forth 
in the next installment namely, over 
against the Reformed, Romish 
Church, Unitarians, and against those 
who deny the means of grace or the 
infallibility of God’s Word. 

-0 -- 

The sweet fruit of our confession 
is expressed in the words of our 
adorable Savior: “Whosoever there- 
fore shall confess Me before men, 
him will I confess also before My 
Father who is in heaven”. 

e-p- 

Copies of the Orthodox Lutheran 
Conference Constitution in pamphlet 
form may be obtained gratis for 
your voting members by a request 
also signed. by your congregation’s 
secret.ary. Please mention the num- . 
ber needed and send money or post- 
age to cover mailing costs. Personal 
requests also will be acknowledged. 
Address to Orthodox Lutheran, Box 
2604, Minneapolis 11, Minn. 
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Love for God’s House-h. 122:1-2 
David, the man after God’s own 

heart, spoke these words of than,ks 
for the Word being moved by the 
Holy Spirit. II Samuel 23:2. For 
whom is this Psalm written? For 
the chosen ones, for the true be- 
lievers in their struggles contending 
for the faith once delivered unto 
the saints, in their trials and afflic- 
tions. See Psalm 119:105; John 1’7:17; 
John 10:35; Matt. 24:35; Heb. 4:12. 
And what is the world without the 
Word? It is like the world without 
the sun. The world needs the Word, 
for it gives a gracious God in Christ, 
forgiveness of sin, faith in Jesus, a 
new heart and mind, a right spirit, 
the Holy Spirit, life, heaven. 

A number of Orthodox Lutheran 
Conference congregations are en- 
gaged in buildmg projects. But what 
cnly makes a temple? The Word! 
Let us ever steadfastly maintain 
that principle. In itself a temple is 
made of but bricks, wood,. stone, 
silver, gold. But in the true house 
of the Lord one hears the Full Truth 
of God’s Word proclaimed, learn- 
ing the same, praying in spirit and 
in truth, offerings o f consecrated 
gifts. What are 1 a r g e buildings, 
seminaries, colleges and beautiful 
churches, big money drives, all kinds 
of societies and riches, without the 
full, pure Truth? And Dr. Martin 
Luther has written: Whoever does 
not preach and teach the full truth 
is no more fit to preach and teach 
theology than an ass is for playing 
a lute. This is bound to follow: 
Theological confusion, errors in do:- 
trine, satiety, and self-confidence on 
the part of the church members. 
but, according to Psalm 122: 

TRUE CHRISTIANS PROFESS JOY 
FOR THE CHtiRCM! 

Verse 1. David was glad to go 
into the house of the Lord. He was 
further glad to .go into the house of 
the Lord with others. Should this 
verse not rejoice our hearts? Note 
the contrast: Many go into the 

houses of the devil, idol temples, 
Roman Catholic cathedrals, union- 
istic churches, National Council of 
Christian Churches, the Lutheran 
World Federation, the World Council 
of Churches, 1’0 d g e temples, the 
chambers of vice and corruption- 
in all. of which places false prophets 
hold sway. But you and I, as true 
believers in God’s grace in Christ 
Jesus, go into the houses of worship 
where the full, pure, true Word of 
God reigns supreme and the 
ambassadors of that very Word pro- 
claim salvation. 

The words of verse one are simple, 
humble words, but the Holy Spirit 
is in them all. The word house does 
not appear to be a great matter. But 
house with of the Lord means that 
there we have the Word, the Lord 
Christ, our Savior, who gives for- 
giveness, peace, hope, heaven. The 
house of the Lord is the place where 
in time of trouble we find help, 
where we pray to Jesus, where we 
gladly hear God’s Word and keep 
it, where we find comfort. For all 
this, with the prophet David, we say 
thanks to God and rejoice through 
Christ. Phil. 4:4. 

Verse 2. Jerusalem is holy, for 
it has the Word, the Lord, and peo- 
ple who come together there to 
hear the Word, the full truth, from 
the true watchmen and to receive 
the Aaronic blessing, Num. 6:24. 
What can fail such a Jerusalem? On 
the o t h e r hand, it is certainly 
lamentable, and we c an n o t but 
make the necessary application, that 
the lamp of the full truth of the 
Word no longer shines in the Luth- 
eran Church-Missouri Synod as a 
corporate body. 1 That Concordia 
Theological Seminary, for instance, 
is a seat where Satan dwells.- 

The word stand shows persever- 
ance, continuance. The Word does 
it all. The Word remains. Enemies, 
Satan cannot prevail. Dr. Luther 
is right, however, when he says: 

(Continued on following page) 
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Love for God’s House 
(Continued from preceding page) 

When God builds a church, then the 
devil builds a chapel next door. 
The father of lies and of murderers 
cannot do anything else than to 
persecute the Word. He rears up 
false prophets, grievous wolves, de- 
ceivers, seducers, men speaking per- 
verse things, to draw away disciples 
after them. Acts 20:29-30. It is 
for us to watch and pray to the Lord 
that. He make our feet stand still 
and steadfast, so that He by His 
Spirit can carry out the spreading 
of .His Word, even if the gates of 
hell lie against it. The Lord has 
brought us out of the mass of 
errorists. What we were led of the 
Lord to do at Okabena, September. 
25-26? 1951, in t.he formation of the 
Orthodox Lutheran Conference, was 
done in the Lord?s best t.ime and 
by His grace and Word. 0 Lord, 
we pray, fulfill in us that which 
Thou hast begun, so that our feet 
stand steadfast in Thy house of 
worship where God through Christ 
is found and we hear Him who calls, 
teaches, comforts, and helps us. In 
His name lef us sing and pray and 

vow, with God’s help and grace 
through our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen, (The hymn No. 625 of 
The Lutheran Hymnal). 

“Oh, blest the House, Whate’er 
Befall 

Where Jesus Christ is all in all! 
Yea, if He were not dwelling there, 
How dark and poor and void it were! 

Oh, blest the house where faith ye 
find 

And all within have set their mind 
To trust their God and serve Him 

still 
And do in all His holy will! 

Oh, blest the parents who give heed 
Unto their children’s foremost need 
And weary not of care or cost! 
May none to them or heaven be 

lost! 

Blest such a house, it prospers well, 
In peace and joy the parents dwell, 
And in their children’s lot is shown 
How richly God doth bless His own. 

Then here will I and mine today 
A solemn covenant make and say: 
Though all the world forsake Thy 

Word, 
I and my house will serve the Lord. 

H. F. K. 

He Learned To Live! 
Once upon a time there was a 

shoemaker who had many children, 
loved to attend church, and listened 
attentively to the sermons; after 
which he usually returned to his 
trade which prospered so that he 
became a rich man. 

Next door to him lived another 
shoemaker. He was married, but 
had no children. This man worked 
all day Sunday as well as every 
other day of the week. He would 
not take time out to attend church, 
and still it seemed he never could 
get anywhere. 

So one day he asked his rich 
neighbor: “Where do you obtain the 
means to live like you do?” He re- 

ceived t h e answer: “Tomorrow 
morning you go with me and I will 
show you.” The next morning both 
men started out for the church. 
“I know the way to church”, said 
the poor shoemaker, “I thought you 
were going to show me where I can 
,get rich”. 

The sincere shoemaker said in re- 
turn: “I know of no place except this 
place, for the Lord Christ says: 
‘Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you’.” 

When the other shoemaker heard 
this, he pondered over the words of 
his neighbor, began to attend church 
regul.arly, and soon experienced the 
truth of the Word of God which is 
full of precious promises and be- 
came rich1.y blessed. 
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A Word About Separatism 
Speaking to Christians, and about 

a Christian congregation, it must be 
stated that such are they which re- 
gard the Scriptures, namely every 
word and doctrine therein revealed 
or written, as the verbally inspired 
record of Divine revelation alone 
able to serve as the “source and 
norm of all doctrine and practice 
(for faith and life)“. 

Such are they, the Christians, who 
KNOW and CONFESS the Lord and 
Savior Jesus Chri.st the et e r n a 1 
Truth, as the One Religion, saying 
also : “Neit.her is there salvation in 
any other, for there is none other 
name under heaven, given am;3ng 
men, whereby we MUST be saved”, 
and: “This is Life Eternal, that they 
may know Thee, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast 
sent”. Jesus said: “Before Abraham 
was, I am”. “I am the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life; no man comet11 
to the Father but BY ME”. That’s 
final! Salvation is by grace, for 
Christ’s sake, through faith. 

However, some men claim that 
this is a free country and that there- 
fore any people can believe what 
they will! Granted - from the view- 
point of democracy and citizenship 
in the U.S.A. However, from the 
Christian viewpoint, there is b u t 
ONE religion : “Repent of your sins 
and believe on the Lord J e s u s 
Christ”. 

With the insistence upon personal 
liberty concerning things “religious”, 
we find many also proposing the 
fancy argument : “Man can save him- 
self by adherence to his personal 
principles” or “what really counts is 
that men in and through C h r i s t 
honestly ‘fear, love, and trust in 
God’, turning themselves to God, 
repenting of their sins, and receiv- 
ing grace for grace through the 
merits of Christ, B U T ‘that man 
thinks and loves separafe from God 
and therefore complete and willing 
obedience to God’s Word is second- 
ary’ “. This, of course, means that 

he then insists upon reserving the 
right to believe and live as he sees 
fit in his own mind. And this atti-1 
tude lies behind the action of all 
those who relegate clear w o r d s 
(teachings-doctrine) of Scripture to 
“Open Quesfions”. 

But this attitude dare not ever 
exist or prevail in a Christian con- 
gregation or church body, for God 
himself demands a complete unity 
of faith and confession of said faith, 
yes, a joyful and bold and honest 
confession of the FULL TRUTH as 
He has in grace and mercy given it 
to us clearly in the Bible. We re- 
cently read this from a Psycho-ana- 
lyst: “I’ understand religion to be 
any system of thought and action 
sha.red by a group which gives the 

-individual (member of any s a i d 
group) a frame of orientation and an 
OBJECT OF DEVOTION”. This was 
the result of his study, or humanis- 
tic comparison of “natural religions” 
.as existing and being promulgated 
throughout the world. The conclu- 
sion presented may be true if we 
bear in mind that logically and prac- 
tically it is true that whenever a 
man has agreed with others (ex- 
pressly, tacitly, or otherwise), such 
people then have a common faith, 
and if then that faith “is contrary to 
the doctrines which ye have learned” 
from God’s Word all such who pro- 
fess that kind of fait.h BY VIRTUE 
OF THEIR (new) FAITH ARE SEP- 
ARATED from the true Church 
which under no circumstances can 
allow a latitude of opinion on mat- 
ters of faith-life. 

When a Christian “avoids them” 
(Rom. 16,17) he is but practicing 
humble obedience to the faithful 
will of a righteous God, who also 
says “Come out from among them 
and be ye separate”. This kind of 
separation is truly God-pleasing. 

Christians walk worthy of their 
vocation if they walk as the Word 
of God clearly tells them to walk. 
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Books Worthy of Your Careful Attention 
We have before us six books, 

published by the CONSERVATIVE 
BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP, 2561 No. 
Clark Str., Chicago 14. Ill. 

They are: 
The Case for the Virgin Birth of 

Christ. - 60 pages. 
The Case for Divine Revelation. 

- 64 pages. 
The Case for the Atonement of 

Christ. - 61 pages. 
The Case Against Neo-Orthodoxy. 

- 64 pages. 
Modernism in Evangelism. - 60 

pages. 
The Case Against the National 

Council of Churches. - 60 pages. 
The author of the booklets is 

Chester E. Tulga, D. D., and the 
price of each monograph, p a p e r 
bound, is 25c, certainly most ac- 
cept.able in these days of mounting 
book prices. 

The books are characterized by 
adequate. documentation throughout, 
especially in the. last two listed 
above. We were also impressed with 
the frequency of epigrammatic state- 
ments. For example, in the first 
booklet listed, we are told: “The 
new ‘orthodoxy’ makes much of 
Jesus as the Word, but attaches no 
great importance to His words. The 
Christ of Barth, Brunner, and the 
neo-orthodox school of liberalism is 
not the Christ of the New Testament, 
but a false Christ”. (p. 30) “The 
mark of apostasy in the g r e a t 
denominations is that, in rejecting 
the necessity of the virgin birth, 
they consequentially a c c e p t the 
naturalistic Christ of Unitarian lib- 
eralism, a Christ .with no power to 
save men from their sins”. (p. 60); 
In t.he second booklet listed above 
there is a section on truth versus 
love which should be quoted far 
and wide in these days of pseudo- 
love. Then there are sentences such 
as these: “If the writers of Scripture 
were not guided in the choice of 
words and inspired by the Spirit of 
God, then a greater miracle than 

verbal inspiration h a s occurred.” 
(p. 33)-The third booklet on our 
list presents an array of passages 
from Scripture w h i c h certainly 
establishes the teaching of t h e 
atonement beyond the possibility of 
doubt. Here we were struck by the 
sentence; “The fact is that trans- 
gression is not against simply a 
loving God, but against a holy God.” 
(p. 16) The summary in this mono- 
graph is well presented. 

In the foreword of the fourth 
booklet on our list we find a state- 
ment: “Barth and Brunner believe 
that a horse can be ridden in op- 
posite directions at the same time, 
and they insist that this is the only 
way to ride a horse. Beeause Neo- 
Orthodox thinkers f e e 1 no re- 
sponsibi1it.y for consistency, t h e y 
should not be surprised if they are 
misinterpreted”. (p. 5) The discus- 
sion of this book is heavily docu- 
mented.-In the fifth booklet we 
found o t h e r epigrammatic state- 
ments, e. g. (p. 12): “The preacher’s 
utterances have weight only as they 
are saturated with the truth of God.” 
“Liberalism, represented by such 
men as Dahlberg, is mainly re- 
sponsible for the bibical illiteracy 
which characterizes not only the 
world, but most of the churches”. 
(p. 27).-The last booklet on our list 
is particularly valuable at this time, 
when the desire for church union 
has become a veritable m an i a. 
Tulga’s criticism is well taken, when 
he states: “The Department cf 
Evangelism of the Federal Council 
has to strike a common denominator 
that will satisfy modernists, fund- 
amentalists humanists, Barthians, 
Lutherans, Episcopalians, E a s t e r n 
Orthodox, and many others. It is a 
trumpet blowing an u n c e r t a i n 
sound.” (p. 24) And the discussion 
of the “principle of separation” (too 
long to be quoted here) is about the 
finest summary that we have found 
anywhere outside of the books of 

(Continued on following page) 
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Thinking and Action 
Much learning doth make people 

mad. To be sure, we rnay respect 
men for their fine scholarship, train- 
ing, accomplishments, and g r a n t 
them due respect for definite opin- 
ion based on facts. 

But let us be certain that no non- 
sense enters the field. of religion. 
Unfortunately - in respect to con- 
gregational life and activity - there 
is plenty strange and wrong opinion, 
not to mention the shameful amount 
of ignorance about important: things. 
When it comes to matters of Chris- 
tian faith and life we dare not say: 
“It all depends on”; but as such 
who walk by faith and not by sight 
we simply must subject all things to 
the clear light of Scripture a n d 
abide by what is written. The “It is 
written” of the Bible settles all dis- 
cussions and arguments ‘about things 
religious. 

Therefore it is of the utmost ,im- 
portance that every child of God 
best acquaint himself with all the 
teachings of the Good Book, not be 
content with a bare knowledge of 
essentials, and be ready to confess 
every Word of God in complete 
agreement with fellow lovers of the 
full Truth and willingly defend the 
Truth against any and all errors and 
errorists. 

True, it might mean to face the 
enemy, like Luther did at Worms. 
Like Christ before Pilate and Herod 
and the self-righteous Pharisees. It 
might mean death, separation from 
old church ties or family bonds, to 
stand alone or to seek new and God- 
appointed fellowship and bear big- 
ger burdens in every respect - but 
what is this compared to the enjoy- 
ment of God’s blessing as faithful 
witnesses unto Him? Christ must in- 
crease, but I must decrease. May 
that be our motto! 

0. G. S. 

8 Worthy of 
Your Careful Attention 

(Continued from preceding page) 
the staunch Lutheran group. That 
alone (P54f) is w o r t h the price 
of the book. In the entire series we 
might occasiorrally prefer a dif- 
ferent expression but the booklets 
are very definitely worthy of care- 
ful study. 

P. E. Kretzmann 
~-~sw..v---.-w- 

The heathen Hindu r e 1 i g i’o n 
teaches that woman has no soul and 
it is a sin for her to read her Bible, 
the Vedas. She is so degenerate and 
degraded that a Brahman must stop 
reading his Bible while she is pass- 
ing his door. 

Thank God for the clear teach- 
ings of Scripture on the status of 
woman, and praise God for the in- 
fluence of His Word upon our think- 
ing and treatment of the woman, 
made as man’s help-meet, possessing 
a soul redeemed by Jesus Christ. 

“One sacrifice, however great, is 
insufficient to pay the debt of sin. 
Such theory is man-made”-and “it 
is a myth that man fell into sin”, 
and “no final judgment a w a i t s 
mortals” .-Gleaned from Christian 
Science Text Book by Mary Baker 
Eddy. 

No, Christian Science is neither 
Christian nor scientific. The sect 
has no Savior, and the entire reli- 
gion is contrary to the Word. of 
Almighty God. 

“History shows \s that true Luth- 
eranism simply cannot exist in an 
atmosphere of unionism or doctrinal 
indifference; it will lose its savor, 
its distinctive features, and settle 
down to a type of religion that is 
dominantly R,eformed”. 

Correction 
The article concerning the Ortho- 

dox Lutheran Conference Conven- 
tion in the last issue was submitted 
by the former secretary, Rev. A. 
M. Schupmann. 
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Book Review 
THE DEVOTIONAL CATECHISM 

by Peter C. Krey, Northwestern 
Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wis. 
155 pages, red cloth binding, with 
jacket. Price $1.75. l-4 copies, $1.57; 
5 or more copies, $1.05. 

The proof of a devotional book 
is in the use of it in the family 
circle. The reviewer has put the 
above named book to the proof in 
this way daily since he first re- 
ceived it, and has found it the best 
yet for morning devotions before 
the children leave for school. 

The “Devotional Catechism” is a 
real “Luthers Hausandacht” (“Luth- 
er’s Home Devotions”) not merely, 
like Link’s splendid volume of that 
title, first published in 1877, by 
virtue of offering material written 
by the great Reformer, but also in 
the sense of following the same pro- 
gram of devotions which he ob- 
served in his own household, as he 
has told us in some well known 
passages of his works. 

Unlike that book of a former 
generation, which offers a lengthy 
quotation from Luther’s expository 
writings for each day of the Chris- 
tian year, and comprises 720 pages, 
the devotions in the “Devotional 
Catechism” are very short. Each is 
printed on two pages facing each 
other, with ample margins. The 
Catechism text (in accordance with 
the translation in use in the Wis- 
consi.n Synod; for children familiar 
with the English text published by 
Concordia t h e necessary changes 

may easily be made by the. head of 
the household) is divided into sixty- 
two sections, each Catechism por- 
tion being followed by a brief ex- 
position by Pastor Krey in chaste 
and simple language which succeeds 
in combining the didactic and the 
devotional style to the detriment of 
neither, then (on the second page) 
by The Lord’s Prayer and My Prayer 
(which also sticks c 1 o se to the 
Catechism text), and each devotion 
is closed by a h y m n stanza or 
stanzas, frequently t a k e n from 
Luther’s Catechism hymns, always 
conforming to the highest standards 
of Lutheran hymnology. 

Five or six times a year will not 
be too often to repeat these devo- 
tions in the family circle, and such 
repetition will be richly blessed in 
keeping the Small Catechism ever 
alive in the hearts and minds of the 
users, so that there will be no 
“graduation” from the school of the 
Catechism, even as Luther himself 
confesses that, though an old doctor, 
he never got beyond the treasures 
of divine truth comprised in the Six 
Chief Parts. All in all, this little 
book takes a very high place among 
the classics of Lutheran devotional 
writing in the English language. 

W. H. M. 
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