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CONFESSION OF FAITH 
Professed and Practiced By All 

True Lutherans 

These articles of agreement .have 
been adopted to show what we as 
Orthodox Lutherans teach concern- 
ing controverted doctrines. And we 
invite others to join us in spreading 
these truths by confession and con- 
duct. 

1. IN GENERAL 
The Bible 

We recognize and accept, with our 
whole heart, and without any re- 
servation of whatever kind, the 
canonical books of the Old and New 
Testaments as the Word given by in- 
spiration of God, 
The Symbols 

We accept the Lutheran Confes- 
sions, as contained in the. Book of 
Concord of 1580, as a correct exposib 
tion of the Word of God regarding 
all the doctrines discussed therein. 
The Brief Statement 

We accept the BRIEF STATE- 
MENT of the Missouri Synod (adopt- 
ed in 1932 and reaffirmed in 1947) 
as a correct presentation of the 
teaching of Holy Writ on all the 
questions therein discussed. 

. Antithesis 
We do n& accept the- Doctrinal 

Declaration of the American Luth-’ 
eran Church, as presented in 1938, 
nor the Doctrinal Affirmation, as 
presented in 1944, nor the so-called 
Common Confession, adopted by The 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod by 
a majority vote in 1950. In all these 
cases, as in that of the Intersynodical 
Chicago Theses,- submitted to the 
Missouri Synod convention in 1929 
and not accepted, we find that there 
are clear reasons, f o u n d in and 
based on Scripture, which compel 
us to reject these documents as such 
and to adhere wholeheartedly to the 
confessions named in the t h r e e 
opening paragraphs. 

With regard to the Common Con- 
fession, in particular, we declare that 
it has not accomplished the purpose 
of being clear, concise, and un- 
equivocal in composing the dif- 
ferences which have separated the 
synods for m any decades. The 
Common Ckxxbssion is incomplete, 
inadequate, and at times faulty in 
its teaching, and it lacks through- 
out the vigor of the BRIEF STATE- 
MENT. 

Some No&es 

Part II of this Confession of Faith 
brings Twelve Points on subjects 
that needed to be stated in the form 
given. We shall handle them in suc- 
ceeding issues of the Orthodox Luth- 
eran. 

The first section of the Brief 
Statement shows what verbal in- 
s&tin means to us, how we use 
the Bible as the foundation of our 
faith, and includes a most important 
rejection of the man-made so-called 
“totality of Scripture” (“Ganzes der 
Schrift”-a false rule of faith). Our 
d o.c t r i n e of verbal inspiraiion is 
stated also in Point 5 of the Confes- 
sion of Faith; where we quote the 
synodical catechism. 

Luther% ,SmaU Catechism is one 
of the Lutheran Symbols to which 
we have pledged ourselves. And 
what this book means to us in more 
detail is found in the “Short Ex- 
planation” produced by the Missouri 
Synod and published in 1943. 

Our readers should understand 
that especially the Common Con- 
fession has caused di visi on and 
offense in the Missouri Synod. Its 
adoption by the 1950 convention of 
the Missouri Synod. forced us of the 
Orthodox Lutheran Conference ’ to 
break away from corporate Missouri. 
By that adoption, corporate Missouri 
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destroyed the official unity that 
existed in this synod and in the 
Synodical Conference. There were 
other things that were disruptive 
and led to the adoption of the 
Common Confession. But the ac- 
ceptance of this do c urn ent was 
practically the separation notice. 

As we go to press, a pastor writes: 
“I think there ought to be an 

article or at least a note to the 
Confession to this effect, explaining 
that we have exactly the same 
confession as old Missouri. and that 
we have rejected the Common Con- 
fession and Chicago Statement. So 
we are ,refusing to go along with 
a revision of the doctrinal nosition 
of the Missouri Synod. Let’s say 
that we pray God we may always 
remain Missourian in doctrine, loyal 
to the century-old doctrinal position 
as summarized in the BRIEF 
STATEMENT.“’ 

Quoting the above herewith must 
be enough said for this issue. But 
our readers should expect that we 
will ever emphasize the facts quoted. 

0 

“A few honest men are better 
than numbers. If you choose Godly, 
honest men to be captains of horse, 
honest men will follow them.“- 
Oliver Cromwell. 

A Wonderful Meeting 
On November 28 the Chicago 

Study Club conducted a meeting at 
which Dr. J. W. Behnken of The 
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 
and our President W. H.-McLaughlin 
discussed the ORTHODOX, LUTH- 
ERAN CONFERENCE. The Chicago 
Study Club is to be commended 
highly for arranging such a meet- 
ing, because of its great value to 
the confessional cause. Above all it 
showed the complete unity of spirit 
among the various groups of, Con- 
fessional Lutherans both inside and 
outside the O.L.C. The great ma- 
jority of people present expressed 
their intention of continuing their 
unity of spirit with the O.L.C. mem- 
bers and keeping it in the bond of 
peace. We can do little ‘more now 
than thank the officers and mem- 
bers of the Chicago Study Club 
from the bottom of our hearts, for 
the courtesy’ and kindnesses shown 
the President and members of the 
ORTHODOX LUTHERAN CON- 
FERENCE. 

0 

“But if a man live many years, 
and rejoice in them all: yet let him 
remember the days of darkness: for 
ihey shall be many. All that comefh 
is vaniiy.“-Ecd. 12: 13-14. 
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RESOLUTION l l l 

Adopted Unanimously on Oct. 14, 1951 ‘by Trinity Lutheran Congregation, 
Crete, Illinois 

A. T. KRETZMANN, PASTOR 

W H E R E A S, our congregation 
holds firmly to the Scriptural doc- 
trine and practice of Old Missouri, 
and has openly rejected the false 
teachings which in late years are 
publicly advocated by many mem- 
bers of the Lutheran Church-Mis- 
souri Synod (See Memorials ad- 
dressed by this congregation to the 
194’7 and 1951 conventions of Synod); 
and 

WHEREAS, our congregation oc- 
cupies a protesting position 0 v e r 
against the continued toleration of 
false doctrine in the Luther an 
Church-Missouri Synod (See Me- 
morial 614, 1950 Proceedings), and 
has notified the Missouri Synod of 
its rejection and disavowal of the 
action of the 1950 convention in 
“adopting” the Common Confession: 
and 

WHEREAS, the brethren who 
severed their membership with the 
corporate b o d y of The Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod on Septem- 
ber 25 and 26th to form a new 
church-body called “The Orthodox 
Lutheran Conference” occupy exact- 
ly the position in doctrine and prac- 
tice which our congregation holds, 
and felt compelled f o r conscience 
reasons to take this step in order 
not to “become partakers of other 
man’s sins” 1 Timothy 5:22; and 

WHEREAS, The Orthodox Luth- 
eran Conference has declared itself 
in continued fellowship with that 
portion of the Synodical Conference 
which still holds to the full truth 
of God’s Word and holds a protest- 
ing position over against the con- 
tinued toleration of error in the 
Missouri Synod and r e j e c t s the 
Common Ccmfession adopted in 1950 
at Milwaukee: and 

WHEREAS, God’s Word requires 
that we treat as full brethren all 
those whom we ,know to be fully 

united with us in Scriptural, doc- 
trine and practice, Gal. 2:9; 1 Cor. 
2; 3 John 9-10; and 

W H E R E A S, our congregation. 
would become guilty of a serious 
sin against God’s will if it were 
unwilling to treat the members of 
the Orthodox Lutheran Conference 
as full brethren in the faith; there- 
fore be it 

RESOLVED, that we acknowledge 
with gratitude to God the complete 
unity of doctrine and practice which 
exists between our congregation 
and the members of the Orthodox 
Lutheran Conference, and that we 
declare our readiness, in obedience 
to God’s Word, to practice the 
fellowship which God’s Word re- 
quires where such unity exists, be- 
ing determined not to give up this 
position unless it were shown to be 
contrary to God’s Word. We further- 
more declare our readiness to do 
everything we can, both singly as 
a congregation or in group action, 
to try to persuade Synod and its 
officials to now begin to take such 
action as, with. God’s blessing, could 
still bring about a complete purging 
of the leaven of false doctrine which 
by this time has begun to leaven the 
whole lump of the Church. We 
pledge our wholehearted support to 
any official of Synod, who declares 
his determination to try to bring 
about such a necessary reformation 
of the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod and‘ immediately begins to 
take decisive Scriptural action in 
th.at direction. 

A copy of this resolution is to be 
sent to the President of the Orth- 
odox Lutheran Conference. It will 
also gladly be made available to 
any congregation, pastor, layman, 
or Synodical official as a confession 
of our orthodox position in this 
matter. 
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The Lord Is Our Shepherd 
A Devo$ion Based Upon Dr. Martin Luther’s Exposition of Psalm 23 

From this Psalm we should learn 
that we do not despise God’s Word, 
but gladly hear and learn it, hold 
the Word.of great value, and attach 
ourselves to the little flock, among 
whom the full and pure truth of the 
Word is found. On the other hand, 
we flee and withdraw ourselves 
from all those who compromise, 
blaspheme, and persecute the Word. 
For where this blessed light does 
not shine, there is neither happiness 
nor salvation, neither strength nor 
comfort either in body or soul, and 
nothing but disturbance, horror and 
fear, especially w h e n tribulation, 
fear, hard times, war, losses, sick- 
ness, and bitter death are present. 

The godless never have peace, no 
matter if they fare well or ill. For 
if they fare well, they b e c o m e 
arrogant, haughty, and proud. They 
forget our Lord entirely, boast of 
their power, riches, wisdom, holi- 
n.ess, and take great care how they 
may keep and increase them and 
how they may persecute and hold 
down those people who are in their 
way. But when the page is turned 
with them, as it surely and finally 
must be, then they are the most 
miserable and saddest people, who 
quickly despair. 

In what are they lacking? They 
do not know where and how they 
should seek comfort, because they 
do not have God’s Word, which 
alone can rightly teach how to be 
patient and to be comforted when. 
ill betides. But ,to us the Holy 
Spirit gives the comfort of. God’s 
Word through Paul: “For whatso- 
ever things were written afore- 
time were written for our learn- 
ing, that we through patience and 
comfort of the scriptures might 
have hope.” Rom. 15:4. 

Such matters should w a r n and 
move us to pay attention upon earth 
to nothing higher and more precious 

than just to this benefit, namely- 
that one has the dear and blessed 
Word, and can be in a place where 
one dare preach and confess it free- 
ly and openly. Therefore e v e r y 
Christian, who belongs to the flock 
which has the full, pure truth of 
God’s Word, as often as he goes to 
church, should think of this Psalm. 
And with the prophet, out of a 
joyful heart, he should thank God 
for His unspeakable grace, that He 
has placed him as His sheep in a 
pleasant, green pasture, where there 
is, to ‘the full, precious grass and 
fresh, cool water. That is, he should 
be thankful that he is able to be 
in a place where he can hear and 
learn God’s Word, dip out rich 
comfort for both body and soul. 

The holy David well understood 
how very precious a treasure it is 
to have God’s Word. Therefore, 
David is able also so masterfully 
to praise it and sing thereof, and 
to lift up such benefit far above 
everything that is costly -and 
glorious upon earth, as one well 
sees in this Psalm and in more 
others. H. F. K. 

l 

Prayer 
“Stir up our hearts, 0 Lord, to 

make ready the way of Thine only- 
begotten Son, so that by His coming 
we may be enabled to serve Thee 
with pure minds; ,through the same 
Jesus Christ, Thy Son our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with Thee and 
the Holy Ghost, world without end. 
Amen.“-Advent Collect. 

1) 

“For ye know fhe grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,, that, though He 
was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that ye through His 
poverty might be rich.“--2 Cor. 8:9. 

If it is right, dt it now! 
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With Our O.L.C. Men 
Wilmot, South Dakota 

The Officials of the South Dakota 
District, Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, through the Visitor of the 
Circuit, arranged to hold special 
meetings, w i t h the members of 
Christ and Centennial congregations 
on two consecutive evenings. These 
meetings were instigated behind the 
pastor’s back and without his know- 
ledge. 

In the special meeting at Christ 
Church, controlled by the officials, 
the congregation, by more than a 
two-thirds majority, voted to re- 
main m e m b e r s of the Missouri 
Synod. This very vote was decep- 
tive because Pastor Bloedel had 
never told the congregation to leave 
Synod but only to study the doc- 
trinal errors which had crept into 
Synod an d Synod’s toleration of 
such errors, and then to decide what 
they wanted to do in regard to 
Synod. Many of the men who voted 
to remain in the Missouri Synod 
soon realized that they had been 
deceived, for, after the vote had 
been taken, the officials decreed that 
Rev. Bloedel could no longer be 
pastor of the congregation-because 
he had refused to sign the con- 
stitution of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod and because he had 
signed the Articles of Agreement of 
the Orthodox Lutheran Conference, 
They advanced ,no Scriptural rea- 
sons whatever and, because of their 
action, violated the Scriptural doc- 
trine of the Divine Call. 

The following meeting at Cen- 
tennial Church was carried on in 
quite a different manner. Some of 
the men had acquainted themselves 
with the procedure of the officials 
the night before. These men in- 
sisted that Pastor Bloedel be chair- 
man of the meeting in accordance 

the voices of the faithful men pre- 
vailed. In the meeting it was clearly 
evident that the officials of the 
South Dakota District took. their 
stand only on the Synodical Hand- 
book and not on the Word of God. 
Every argument t h e y advanced 
was squelched by God’s Word and 
by God’s Word alone. Yet, a two- 
thirds majority of the laymen voted 
to remain with the Missouri Synod 
and only four voted ,to remain with 
the pastor. These four men together 
with s o m e faithful members of 
Christ Church later withdrew from 
Synod and formed an independent 
congregation. This congregation has 
been holding divine services in the 
home of one of the members and, 
by God’s grace, has been increasing 
steadily. The first service was at- 
tended by 55 people and the second 
service was attended by over 65. 
About 20 children attend Sunday 
School and 4 attend confirmation 
instruction. The congregation has 
provided a home for their pastor 
and a wonderful God-pleasjng unity 
exists among the members. 

Lansing, Iii. 
The Rev. Melvin L. Natterer of 

Trinity congregation, Lansing (Oak 
Glen), Ill., was declared by the of- 
ficials of the Northern Illinois Dis- 
trict, Lutheran Church -r Missouri 
Synod, to be out of the Gospel 
ministry. The basis for the action 
against Pastor Natterer, was that 
he had not signed the Constitution 
of the Missouri Synod. This min- 
ister holds f u 11 y to the require- 
ments of membership as given in 
the Missouri S y n o d Constitution. 
This Constitution d o e s NOT re- 
quire that a minister affix his 
signature to the Constitution. It re- 
quires only that a minister be orth- 
odox, which requirement this min- 

with the By-laws of the church’s’ ister fulfilled, and nobody has ever 
constitution. This did not meet with filed any formal charges against 
the approval of the officials, but him to claim that he is not orthodox. 
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Coos Bay, Oregon 
St. Paul’s Orthodox L u t h e r an 

Church of Coos Bay, Oregon, has 
called the Reverend Herbert F. 
Koehlinger to be its pastor. He 
was there before, but then serving 
the parish from which the new 
group was separated. St. Paul’s OLC 
is the second congregation in Amer- 
ica to be accepted by the Orthodox 
Lutheran Conference. We hope to 
publish more news about it very 
soon. 

l 

Tinley Park, 111. 
Trinity Congregation of T i n 1 e y 

Park, Ill., has split into two groups, 
as a result of interference by Mis- 
souri Synod district officials. The 
majority has taken over the local 
properties; the minority has the 
pastor, Rev. H. D Mensing, and does 
not desire to fight at law for the 
property. In this case the reason for 
the split is that the minority has 
refused to accept the false doctrine 
and practice of corporate Missouri. 
Specifically, the unretracted 1945 
Chicago Statement and the 1950 
majority-voice-vote adoption of the 
Common Conf essiun have caused 
the split. The officials of the North- 
ern Illinois District of the Missouri 
Synod have directed the work of 
the majority. The minority con- 
gregation has been having an aver- 
age Sunday attendance of about 60. 
It is determined to b u i 1 d new 
property very soon and to go for- 
ward undaunted, for the full truth 
of the Word. 

a 

SALVATION 
The eternal salvation of the in- 

dividual person on earth is alone 
in Christ and His universal grace, 
wrought by His redemption of the 
world. A man’s salvation is not 
bound to any church-body organiza- 
tion, to the Lutheran name, or to 
any other name. 

Salvation is found in the Christ 
of Bethlehem. 

The Changing Churches 
“Might it not be that Wisconsin 

today stands where Missouri stood 
25 years ago, the Missouri Synod 
about where Iowa stood 25 years 
ago? And that the American Luth- 
eran church occupies the p 1 a c e 
where the United Lutheran Church 
stood at that time? And is the ULC 
perhaps gradually moving into the 
position where the Lutherans in the 
“Evangelical Synod” stood not more 
than a generation ago? These are 
questions that on the basis of our 
experience in Europe we are ad- 
dressing to our brethren in America 
in order to make clear to them the 
vital significance of this issue, what 
it means for a church when it 
designates itself as Lutheran, as 
Church of the Augsburg Confes- 
sion.“-Dr. Herman Sasse in “Letters 
Addressed to Lutheran Pastors,” 
Oct. 1950 Quartalschrift (Theological 
Quarterly), p. 281. 

Notes and Quotes 
“Hallowed be God’s name, not 

the name of a synod.” 
“There can be no peace where 

there is no common basis for estab-’ 
lishing peace.” 

The new group w h i c h this. 
periodical represents might h a v e 
called itself The ORTHODOX MIS- 
SOURI L U T H E R A N CONFER- 
ENCE. This it is, a group of “Mis- 
sourians” who are determined by 
God’s grace and help to hold to the 
doctrinal position the M i s s o u r i 
Synod had in the past. 

One man asked another: Why did 
the OLC men fail to say that, if the 
Missouri Synod returns to its former 
position, they will be ready for re- 
union with Missouri? The other 
man answered: 

“It is always taken for granted 
in an orthodox Scriptural church 
body that they will never withhold 
from or sever fellowship with an- 
other orthodox body.” 
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A CHRISTMAS STORY 
Pioneer Days 

Andrew Anderson was a pioneer 
farmer near Kingston, Minn. IIe died 
about 15 years ago at the age of 
ninety years. 

One summer in his younger days, 
a Minneapolis relative stayed on the 
Anderson farm to regain his health. 
The relative went back to the city 
to work in the fall, but he left 
without paying the Andersons for 
his care and keep while he was 
sick. He had no money with which 
to pay, and the generous Andersons 
also required no pay. 

Chrisf mas Services 
Towards Christmas, as w a s the 

custom among this Kingston group 
of settlers, the people invited their 
missionary to spend a week with 
them, to visit at their homes and 
to hold meetings in them every day 
of the week. The missionary min- 
ister came from Minneapolis. 

On. the last evening of the week 
of this particular year at the close 
of the last divine service, an offer- 
ing was received for, the traveling 
expenses of the minister. Mr. Ander- 
son counted the collection of nickels 
and dimes and a few quarters. The 
people had given well, according to 
what they had, yet the total amount 
of the offering was small. After a 
little consultation with his wife, the 
Andersons added two dollars to the 
offering. These two dollars had been 
saved up to buy Christmas groceries 
for the Anderson home. But out of 
pure gratitude the money was now 
given to the minister, who was also 
very much in need of cash. 

A ’ Surprise Box 
On the following day, Mr. Ander- 

son took the minister to the depot. 
When the depot a gent saw our 
pioneer, he told him that a box 
had arrived from Minneapolis for 
him. The box was loaded into the 
sleigh and taken home. 

In ,the farm home on the kitchen 
floor the box was opened. It was 

from that relative who had stayed 
there to regain his health in the 
summer. Because he now had work- 
ed a while, he c o u 1 d show his 
thankfulness for the kindness of his 
farm relatives. He had bought and 
sent to them a ten ,dollar supply of 
sugar, dried fruits, and some nuts. 
The Andersons had planned to buy 
a two-dollar order of such things 
for Christmas, but had given their 
two dollars away. 

The thankful couple started to set 
their new supplies on their empty 
pantry shelves; but b e f o r e they 
finished, young father Anderson and 
his wife knelt right down on the 
kitchen floor to thank God for the 
groceries that were sent to them. 
They had given away their two 
dollars; now they received an un- 
expected Christmas supply of groc- 
eries worth five times that much! 

This story was told to me in 
childlike simplicity by Mr. Anderson 
himself, when he was in his high 
eighties and visiting with his son at 
Max, Minn., Itasca county. If there 
were ‘more faith like this in’ our 
present age of greed and discontent, 
we would all be happier. Grant 
this, 0 Lord! GS. 

Announcing”. l l 

Announcement has been made of 
the availability of a series of 1’7 
articles on “The Liturgical Move- 
ment Within The Lutheran Church.” 

Here is what one has to say 
about this movement: 

“The time to scotch it in the Luth- 
eran Church is while it is still only 
a beginning.” (Dr. Dell, “Lutheran 
Outlook.“) 

For these and other timely articles, 
we invite you to subscribe to the 
“Confessional Lutheran” at $2.00 
per year. Please send your remit- 
tance to: The Confessional Luth- 
eran, 310 S. Cherry St., Morrison, 
111. 
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An Ambrosian Hymn, Recast By Luther 
Ambrose, or St. Ambrose, as he 

is called, was bishop of Milan, 
Italy, in the fourth century. He was 
a man of eminent ability, known 
as an able executive, an eloquent 
preacher, and especially as a gifted 
poet and hymn-writer. T w e 1 v e 
hymns are ascribed to him, and 
every one is a gem of church litera- 
ture. 

One of the best-known hymns by 
this eminent scholar was entitled 
Veni, Redempgor Gentium, “Savior 
of the heathen know,” or, as the 
Lutheran Hymnal translates, “Sav- 
ior, of the Nations, Come.” Luther 
cast this rugged Latin hymn into 
bold German lines and included it 
in his hymnal of 1524. And he cer- 
tainly succeeded in retaining its 
expression of firm faith, of rugged 
vigor, of austere simplicity, and 
bold contrasts, for he entered whole- 
heartedly into the spirit of the 
original. Perhaps he was influenced 
also by his high regard for St. 
Augustine, who considered St. Am- 
brose his spiritual father. 

Himself a notable theologian and 
preacher, he testified to the effect 
of this. great Christmas hymn in 
the words: “How did I weep, 0 
Lord! through Thy hymns and 
canticles, touched to the quick by 
the voices of Thy - sweet-attuned 
Church! The voices sank into my 
ears, and the truths distilled into 
my heart, whence the affections of 
my devotions overflowed; tears ran 
down and I rejoiced in them.” 

And there is every reason to re- 
gard the beautiful hymn in the 
same light in which St. Augustine 
saw it because of its use of Scrip- 
ture. 

Stanzas 1 to 3 show that the 
worshiper i n v i t e s the wonderful 
Savior and pictures Him in the light 
of Haggai 2:7 (“I will shake all 
nations, and the desire of all nations 
shall come”), Isaiah 7:14 (“Behold, 
a virgin shall conceive and bear a 
Son”), John 1:13 (“born, not of 
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blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man . . . And the 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us”), Gal. 4:4 (“God sent 
forth His Son, made of a woman, 
made under the Law”), Col. 2:9 
(“in Him dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily”). 

Stanzas 4 to 6 show the Lord 
descending to effect the redemption 
of mankind and returning to the 
Father to seal His victory for fallen 
mankind, John 16:16 (“again, a little 
while, and ye shall see Me, because 
I go to the Father”). The seventh 
stanza brings. the worshipers back 
again to the manger to behold the 
rising Sun in the dawn of His child- 
hood, Is. 9:2 (“the people that sat in 
darkness have seen a. great light”), 
Mal. 4:2 (“unto you that fear My 
name- shall the Sun of righteous- 
ness arise”). 

Stanza 8 fitly closes the hymn 
with a beautiful doxology. 

May the hymn be used frequent- 
ly, for private devotion as well as 
for congregational singing. P.E.K. 
Note: This is hymn No. 95 in the 

Lutheran Hymnal. 

PROCEEDINGS 
Official Proceedings of the 

ORTHODOX LUTHERAN 
CONFERENCE may be order- 
ed from 

Mr. F. J. Niebruegge, Treas. 
R. 1, Box 350 
Clayton 24, MO. 
These Proceedings will con- 

tain the Opening Sermon, four 
Essays, Articles of Agreement, 
and Minutes of the Convention 
held at Okabena. Minn., Sept- 
ember 25 and 26, 1951, which 
convention o r g a n i z e d the 
ORTHODOX LUTHERAN 
CONFERENCE. 

(The post-paid price of these 
Proceedings is ‘75c.) 
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THE MISSOURI SYNOD-Yesterday and Today 
The Orthodox Lu t h e r’an Con- 

ference men left the Missouri Synod 
because they have no “hope of 
cleansing the corporate body of the 
Missouri Synod from its leaven of 
false doctrine or ridding it of the 
presence of false teachers.?’ To show 
how hopelessly unionistic the Mis- 
souri Synod corporate body is, we 
refer you to the inter-synodical 
negotiations being carried on with 
the American Lutheran Church. In 
these negotiations the orthodoxy of 
the Missouri Synod is being sold 
down the river. 

The former chairman of the 
“Unity” committee which pushed 
through the “Common Confession” 
openly disavowed the doctrinal posi- 
tion of the Missouri Svnod. He held 
that it is not necessarv to agree in 
all doctrines to have church-fellow- 
ship. The new committee, while not 
expressing its position on this point, 
has nevertheless clearlv indicated 
that it considers the “Common Con- 
fession” to be a clear and adequate 
settlement of t h e doctrinal dif- 
ferences that exist between the Mis- 
souri S yno d and the American 
Lutheran Church. 

What makes t h e inter-svnodical 
situation so hopeless for the orth- 
odox men in the .Missouri Synod is 
the new spirit of these negotiators. 
When our beloved Dr. Walther ap- 
proaches a meeting with the Iowa 
Synod (dominant body in the A. 
L. C.), he was duly cautious and 
careful not to deny the differences 
in doctrine by premature fraterniza- 
tion and fellowship. Dr. Schwan and 
Pastor 0. Fuerbringer even refused 
to attend the Milwaukee Colloquy, 
because they felt they could not 
trust the Iowa Synod negotiators. 
This was a wholesome attitude of 
care and caution which. by the 
grace of God, helped to protect the 
orthodoxy of the Missouri Synod. 

The Missouri negotiators today do 
not share this wholesome care and 
caution, Their modern spirit is clear- 

ly shown in a recent issue of the 
LUTHERAN STANDARD. “Official 
English organ of the A. L. C.“, re- 
porting on a meeting of their union 
committee with the “Unity” men 
of the. Missouri Synod. It said: 

“The committee went into three I 
joint sessions with the Committee 
on Doctrinal Unity of the Lutheran 
Church - Missouri Svnod. After 
opening devotions by Dr. Henry F. 
Schuh, Professor Walter Baepler 
expressed the sincere sympathy of 
his group to the American Lutheran 
Church in the passing of Dr. S. C. 
Michelfelder, ‘who,’ said he, ‘had 
become k n o w n as a tower of 
strength f o r Lutheranism in his 
work in Europe.’ The entire meet- 
ing was conducted in an atmosphere 
of Christian candor and confidence.” 
(The article also mentions the fact 
that Dr. J. W. Behnken participated 
in this meeting.) 

We do not believe in inter- 
synodical hair-pulling, but neither 
do we advocate letting your inter- 
synodical hair down. We believe 
that, in order to safeguard the truth, 
a “Unity” committee m u st enter 
such inter-synodical meetings with 
proper Christian care and caution, 
like that of Walther, Fuerbringer 
and Schwan in the good old days 
of Missouri orthodoxy. After all, 
our Lord says, “beware of false 
prophets, which come to you in 
sheep’s clothing.” 

Unionistic Devofions 
Praying with A.L.C. men first and 

then negotiating with t h em for 
unity in doctrine, is throwing away 
the basic Scriptural principle in 
inter-synodical negotiations, People 
who do that, no longer demand. full 
unity of doctrine for church-fellow- 
ship. We know that the A.L.C. per- 
mits false doctrine, because t h e 
same issue of the LUTHERAN 
STANDARD, from which the above 
quotation came, contains statements 
by Dr. Emch, which teach the old 
A.L.C. errors on election. conver- 
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sion and original sin. Even if it were 
true that the A.L.C. union com- 
mittee were orthodox, the Missouri 
“Unity” men have no Scriptural 
right to pray with them, unless 
and until these men have establish- 
ed a protesting relationship between 
*hemselves and the A.L.C. If the 
1I.L.C. union. committee men do not 
hold such a protesting membership 
in the A.L.C., it is sinful unionism 
for the Missouri men to pray with 
them, synodical resolutions notwith- 
standing. 

Baepler’s Unionistic Statement 
Another c 1 e a r indication of the 

modern spirit of Missouri negotiators 
is found in Prof. Baepler’s remarks 
about the late Dr. Michelfelder. 
How could an orthodox and inform- 
ed Missourian say what Prof. Baepl- 
er said? “Mickey”, as many calle-d 
him, was a gifted administrator, 
ecumenic. .and church philari- 
thropist. But “Mickey” had views 
like this about the Lutheran Church: 
“The. Church is not a Church. when 
it does not concern itself with 
‘hhysical, needs; physical relief ,is 
Igorth more than a ‘God bless you’ 

.or a prayer.” “ Mickey” loved to call 
himself 1 a. “vagabond theologian”, 
and it did, not bathe% him to’ be 
blown about by various. winds of 
doctrine. He b e c a m e the chief 
architedt -of. the unionistic Lutheran 
World Federation, after setting up 
the Depart,ment of Inter-Church Aid 
for the hopelessly syncretistic World 
Council of Churches. If- that is what 
the Missouri “Unity” men consider 
a “tower of strength for Luth- 
eranism” we can easily tiriderstand 
how they could. .accept a document 
like the “Common Confession.” 

We leave it to our readers to de- 
cide what kind of ‘people are ‘carry- 
i.ng on these inter,-synodical. negoti,a- 
tions for the ‘Missouri Synod, ,.whe- 
+.her they are ‘simpl& uninformed’ or 
.mionistic. However, we .do.... want 
you to see that such men cannot, 
will not and do not safeguard the 
orthodox position of the BRIEF 
STATEMENT and are thus betra-y- 
ing the orthodox’ Lutherans still 

A Synodical-Polity 
Dictatorship 

The Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod is a dictatorship, and Dr. -J. 
W. Behnken is its .chief official. 
What the Missouri Synod practices 
under such by-laws ~as3.43 and 3.65 
shows that is in fact OVER its mem- 
ber congregations and anyone else, 
affiliated with it. Of course, the 
Missouri Synod does not like to be 
called a dictatorship, and denies that 
it is one. But actions of its of- 
ficials speak louder than the written 
or spoken word of its confessions. 
And anything that goes beyond a 
strict congregational polity disagrees 
with such words of Christ as these- 
“Neither be .ye called masters: ‘for 
one is your Master, even Christ. But 
he that is greatest among you shall 
be your servant. (Matthew 23, 10. 1.1) 

*To -God .A11 Glary99 
A church body which no longer 

is concerned about “contending for 
the faith which was once delivered 
unto the saints,“’ which is .more con- 
cerned’ about its “impact on the 
world!‘: than about its faithfulness 
to Him who has committed unto us 
His -“faithful word,“‘- bidding‘ us to 
continue in it, if we would find rest 
for our ‘souls., may indeed ,prosper 
after a fashion outwardly, but ‘over 
its portals will be inscribed the 
fateful word: Ichabod. Its- gi&y is 
departed. 

---From “Lutheran Sentinel.‘.’ 
me- 

“Therefore b e in g justifid by 
faith,: : we ._ have p e a. c, e width- . . God 
fhrough our Lord Jesus Chr.isk’!- 
Ram, 5:,1. 

within the Missouri Synod. These 
inter-synodicalists are selling out 
the orthodoxy of the Missouri Sy- 
nod. 
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The Day-Spring From 
On High 

Luke 138; Rev. 22:16 

The Day-spring from on high has 
come 

Into our hearts to shine; 
His grace and mercy are sent forth 
Through all the earth His line. 

When all mankind in darkness lay, 
Far from the heavenly light, 
The Day-star rose, w it h brightest 

shine, 
To give to blind their sight. 

His people He has visited 
And raised salvation’s horn; 
He overcame the night of death 
And brought life’s blessed morn. 

The loving kindness of our God 
He made in mercy known 
And taught us that salvation comes 
By grace, and grace alone. 

And thus the light of Christmas 
brings 

That wondrous joy and peace 
Which from the misery of life 
Brings full and sure release. 

Let us then keep the holy feast, 
Illumined by the light 
Which from the manger of the Lord 
Shines forth into the night. 

P. E. K. 

On New Year’s Day 
Matt. 28:ZOb 

As I set out once more: 
Jesus is near; 

As my bark leaves the shore: 
Jesus is near; 

Boldly with Him I start, 
For my unfailing chart 
Is in my Savior’s heart: 

Jesus is near. 

When angry storm-clouds soar: 
Jesus is near; 

When the wild billows roar: 
Jesus is near; 

When every spar and sail 
Seems all too weak and frail, 
His love will never fail: 

Jesus is near. 

When o’er my sins I grieve: 
Jesus is near; 

He will the pain relieve: 
Jesus is near; 

His voice will reassure: 
“My blood shall wash thee pure, 
It is sin’s only cure”: 

Jesus is near. 

If my.. last hour shall come: 
Jesus is near; 

His love will take me home; 
Jesus is near; 

And, like the homing dove, 
In heaven’s ark above 
I shall enjoy His love 
World without end. 

P; E. K. 


