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We Christians Should Be
Thankful for Everything!
“In everything give thanks!” — I Thessalonians 5:18
Sadly, it is a bleak sign of our nation’s ingratitude that even on a special day of thanksgiving, on a “legal holiday” mandated for the purpose
by the government of the United States, many who regard themselves
as “Godfearing Americans” and confess themselves to be “Christians”
spend the morning hours of Thanksgiving Day at home rather than in
the House of God! And we hear them actually thanking themselves,
saying, “I deserve this day off from work. This is one day I can spend
relaxing with my family, watching football on television, and having a
good dinner. And I’ve earned it!” —Others choose to work on
Thanksgiving Day, claiming that they need the extra money with
Christmas just around the corner. “Hey, tomorrow IS the first official
shopping day of the pre-Christmas season, you know!” —And still
others are so preoccupied with entertaining friends and family that they
spend the entire morning preparing the turkey and other trimmings, and
say that they simply have “no time” to come to church. — “But don’t
worry,” they tell us, “we won’t forget to give thanks today — It IS
Thanksgiving Day, after all! Our table prayer [lasting about eight seconds] should take care of that.” —Some gratitude!!
Yes, because of the old sinful ungrateful flesh within us, we too need to
be reminded over and over again of how much our gracious God and
Lord has done for us and of how thankful we should be to Him every
day of our lives! As we begin to recollect and to list, even mentally,
the various things for which we ought to be grateful, the first ones that
come to mind are our various temporal blessings, as Luther so nicely
enumerates them in his explanation of the First Article of the Apostles’
Creed: “Clothing and shoes, meat and drink, house and home, wife
and children, fields, cattle, and all [our] goods; [and the fact] that He
richly and daily provides [us] with all that [we] need to support this
body and life.” —These are things which even the unbelieving children
of this world regard as “good” and sometimes refer to as “blessings,”
even though they fail to recognize God as their benefactor and to glorify Him for His gracious providence. —Then add to this list good
health, a good job, good friends, and good times (Cf. Luther: 4th Petition); and we have a fairly decent inventory of our temporal blessings.
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What quickly betrays our INgratitude, however, is not merely that we fail
to thank the Lord every day for all these good things, but that, in our old
sinful flesh, we so easily whine and complain like the Children of Israel in
the wilderness when we don’t receive 100% of what we think we should
have. Economic recession, high taxes, and unexpected expenses take a
“big bite” out of our income, and we complain about how “poor” we are!
We have a few aches or pains, a cold or the flu; and we murmur about
that! Our car or home needs repairs, and bills are staring us in the face —
we moan and groan! —Is THAT the attitude of truly thankful Christians,
to whom the Apostle Paul writes in his first letter to Timothy: “Having
food and raiment, let us be therewith content” (6:8)?? No indeed! Rather,
we should concentrate our thinking on what we have received of the Lord
and count our many blessings, as the Psalmist exhorts us: “Bless the Lord,
O my soul, and forget not all His benefits!” (103:2).
“In everything give thanks,” Paul says; and yet, in enumerating all the
good things we have received at the Lord’s hand, we all too often fail to
thank Him for the ONE good thing for which there is neither price nor
value here on earth: The gift of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation,
paid for with our Savior’s holy precious blood and granted to us purely
by God’s grace, with no credit whatsoever due to our own merits. —
“Oh, yes, that too,” we may hear ourselves add to our list as an afterthought. —That too?? Why, if it weren’t for our salvation, the other
blessings wouldn’t be worth having! For “He knoweth our frame,”
writes the Psalmist, “He remembereth that we are dust. But the mercy
of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him,
and His righteousness unto children’s children!” (103:14, 17).
“Forget not all His benefits…who forgiveth all thine iniquities…who
redeemeth thy life from destruction, who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies!” (vv. 2-4). —Yes, our spiritual blessings, including also the precious Means of Grace whereby they are dispensed to us, are the CHIEF blessings for which we should be thankful,
not only on Thanksgiving Day but every day of the year!
And what should be the MOTIVE for our thanksgiving? St. Paul says in the
second half of verse 18: “For this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” We are not to give thanks to God for His many blessings just because it’s “the right thing to do,” nor yet because this is the command of
God’s LAW, and because ingratitude is a grievous sin which merits God’s
anger and displeasure. No, our MOTIVATION to grateful thanksgiving is not
the threats of the Law, but the inestimable love of Jesus, our Savior. “For
the love of Christ constraineth us,” that is, forces us, Paul writes in his second
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letter to the Corinthians (5:14); so that, if the love of Jesus for us poor sinners
will not move us to cheerful, grateful, yea, spontaneous thanksgiving, then
nothing will; for we are then no longer God’s dear children, moved by His
precious Gospel, but we are motivated only by the Law, and we are “fallen
from grace!” (Galatians 5:4). May God mercifully preserve us from such an
end, but let us rather be motivated ever and alone by “His will in Christ Jesus
concerning [us],” who are His dear children by faith in His Son (Galatians
3:26; Romans 8:17a), that we who have been “justified freely by His
grace” (Romans 3:24) — forgiven and made right with Him as the free gift of
His mercy to all mankind “in Christ” (II Corinthians 5:19) — should not only
ask Him for things, but also THANK Him “as dear children [thank] their dear
father” [Cf. Luther: Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer].
Therefore, thanks for all of God’s good gifts to us day-by-day is indeed
a clear lesson for us here in St. Paul’s exhortation. But there is yet another lesson to be learned —a less obvious one to our human way of
thinking, but a very important one for us as the children of our heavenly
Father. Let us go back to the very first words of our title-text: “In EVERYTHING give thanks.” The word “everything” is obviously not limited
just to the “good things” we enjoy at the gracious hand of our Lord. It
includes EVERY thing that comes our way in this life —both good and
BAD! —Now, this cannot, of course, be understood by “natural man,”
that is, by the unconverted person here in this world, who neither knows
nor could care less about Christ Jesus, his Savior; for “the things of the
Spirit of God” are “foolishness” to the unbeliever, “neither can he
know them,” the Bible tells us, “because they are spiritually discerned” (I Corinthians 2:14); they are understood and appreciated spiritually —in the regenerated soul of man— by faith in the Savior. To the
worldling, therefore, giving thanks to God in the first place is completely foreign. He thanks himself as his own best friend, and credits
his self-made success for all the “good” things of life that he enjoys
(Deuteronomy 8:17). BUT the very idea of giving God “thanks” for
the BAD times, for what he would call the “tough breaks,” “raw deals,”
and “rip-offs” of life, is ridiculous, completely insane, and downright
laughable to the unbeliever!!
But what about for us Christians?? Have we, during the year now soon
drawing to its close, experienced some want, some illness, some sorrow, some adversity in our life? Have we been sick a lot, or fallen victim to a serious disease? Have we experienced a disappointment or sadness of some kind in our family circle? Have we lost money on a major
investment perhaps, or even lost our job? —Oh, if we haven’t, we may
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well experience such things (or even worse) in the future! For “we
must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God” (Acts
14:22b). —But these trials and tribulations are not “bad” for us, as the
world counts “badness.” These are, for true believers in the Lord Jesus,
the timely chastisements of their dear heavenly Father and a sure sign of
His love and tender mercy toward them. For the writer to the Hebrews
reminds us: “Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every
son whom He receiveth; …for what son is he whom the Father chasteneth
NOT??” (Hebrews 12:6-7). For US, who are the dear sons and daughters
of God by faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:26), His chastenings, no matter how severe they seem, no matter how much pain they inflict, no matter how catastrophic are their immediate consequences, they are intended
for our GOOD, “for our PROFIT, that we might be partakers of His holiness,” the writer to the Hebrews reminds us (12:10). And David writes in
Psalm 119: “It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn
Thy statutes (v. 71). …I know, O Lord, that Thy judgments are right, and
that Thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me” (v. 75).
“In EVERYTHING give thanks,” writes the Apostle. And herein lies the
test for every one of us as to our gratitude as Christians: Can we, like
the Psalmist, firmly rely on God’s goodness and faithfulness in times of
trial? —Can we, like Job of old, who lost everything he owned, as well
as his children (Job 1:13ff.), his health (2:7) and even the faithfulness of
his wife (2:9) — can we see God’s love in His chastening hand and declare with Job: “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. Blessed
be the Name of the Lord!” (1:21)?? OR will we “murmur [and] complain beneath the chastening rod” (TLH 396, 2), as if we somehow deserve better from His hand? —Nay, apart from the grace of God in our
dear Savior, we deserve much worse, don’t we? What we should do is
humbly lean upon our loving, all-wise and gracious God and, with childlike faith in our dear Father, confidently declare with the hymnwriter:
“What God ordains is always good; His will abideth holy.
As He directs my life for me, I follow meek and lowly.
I take content what He hath sent. His hand that sends me sadness
will turn my tears to gladness!”
(TLH 521, 1, 2)
But what can give us the MOTIVATING POWER actually to “give thanks”
for chastenings and troubles, and honestly, with our whole heart, to regard them as blessings? Again, we find the answer in the words of Paul:
“For this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” Our God
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warmly, genuinely desires our salvation (I Timothy 2:4) first and foremost, and He wants us to know (Ephesians 3:19) and to confide (II
Timothy 1:12) in the love which He has for us poor sinners “in Christ
Jesus” our Savior. Then He wants us to show forth our faith in that
dear Savior by our thanksgiving (I Peter 2:9). Only the love of Jesus
can incite us, move us, yea, enable us to glorify His holy Name for ALL
He gives us day-by-day: Blessings right before our eyes and blessings
somewhat in disguise. For the Apostle Paul tells us concerning even
the most trying chastisements: “In all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him that loved us” (Romans 8:37). How happy,
yea, how eager we should be, therefore, to take them on, one by one, as
many as His loving wisdom determines is best for us, and with our
whole heart to thank Him that He has made and counted us His very
own sons and daughters “in Christ Jesus,” and loves us so much!
Only Christians can truly wish one another a “Happy Thanksgiving,”
for only Christians can be truly HAPPY in the first place, having by faith
“PEACE with God through [their] Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1) and
the CONTENTMENT that only He can bring to their hearts in good times
and in bad. Only Christians can be truly THANKFUL because they,
unlike the unbelieving children of this world, recognize their loving
heavenly Father as the Benefactor “from Whom all blessings flow.”
And only we Christians can be thankful for EVERYTHING, both good
and bad, “for we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).
Take then this precious verse from God’s Word, and make it your life’s
motto for all time to come; for in it you will find real contentment for
your life, real appreciation for all your blessings, real comfort in all
your trials, and real trust in the love and mercy of God to you “in
Christ Jesus,” your Savior! “In EVERYTHING give thanks; for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” And may He thereby grant
us all, by His grace, to be ever truly grateful, thankful and happy Christians all through our life, for Jesus’ sake!
— D. T. M.
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Advent
as a
Penitential
Season
“Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”
—Matthew 3:2
“Christmas is coming!” To the children of this world, to whom the
spiritual blessings of Christmas mean nothing (I Corinthians 2:14), the
so-called “holiday season” brings excitement in anticipation of gifts to
be received, dread of the cost of those gifts, and apprehension from the
prospect of preparing the home for visitors. To them, the season is a
“mixed bag” of emotional highs and lows and provides no real peace at
all. To true believers, however, the coming of Christmas signals the
special proclamation of the sweet Gospel of salvation manifested in the
Christ of Bethlehem’s manger, God’s “unspeakable Gift” of love to all
the world, the One whose satisfaction of God’s justice made possible
true peace with Him: “Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners
reconciled!” And John the Baptist’s cry, “Christ is coming,” is the message of the holy Advent season, as we anticipate His blessings.
“Advent” means “coming,” the coming of our Savior not only at Christmas time as we commemorate His advent in the flesh (I Timothy 3:16),
but His advent to us in His precious Gospel (Titus 2:11), the means of
God’s grace, and His second visible advent to judge the world on the
Last Day (Revelation 1:7). John preached, “The kingdom of heaven is at
hand!” (Matthew 3:2); and it truly is “at hand” in all three of those
“comings.” But John also preached preparation for its coming
(Matthew 3:3), as Isaiah prophesied his message (Isaiah 40). And how
does the true Christian prepare for Christ’s coming at Christmas, all
through the year, and on the Last Day? John said, “Repent ye!”
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In order to appreciate the Gospel of Salvation, we need to know and to
acknowledge our sins and our lost condition by nature. God’s Law as a
mirror “shows us our sins and the wrath of God” (Cf. Catechism Questions 17 and 90) so that we understand our need to be saved and realize
that we cannot save ourselves. The Law is the “bad news” that “all
have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23) and
that “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23a). The terrors of conscience worked by the Law are necessary to strip us of our pride, cut us
down to size, and make us despair of our own merits before God. The
Law tells us that by nature we helplessly “sit in darkness and in the
shadow of death” (Luke 1:79) so that we cry out in contrition with the
jailer, “What must I do to be saved??” (Acts 16:30). That is the first
part of repentance, and those who will not hear God’s Law will never
be truly convicted (Romans 7:7); and those who are not convicted will
never understand their guilt and their need for rescue (Romans 3:19).
But contrition (sorrow for sins) is not enough! The Law only prepares
our hearts for the hearing of the Gospel, the “good news” of salvation
as God’s merciful gift earned and merited by Jesus Christ. TRUE
repentance includes not only contrition but FAITH — confidence in
God’s forgiveness purchased and won by Christ’s work as our Substitute (Isaiah 53; I John 2:2) and granted to the world which He reconciled unto Himself in Christ (II Corinthians 5:19). That faith is
worked in the sinner’s troubled heart by the Holy Ghost through the
Gospel (Romans 10:17) and receives, like a beggar’s hand, the benefits of forgiveness, life, and salvation.
Sometimes we think only of the Lenten season as a “penitential season.” During that season, as we hold special services and focus on the
suffering and death of Christ in His Passion, we are inclined to think
more about our sins and to feel sorrow over what the Son of God had
to endure to pay the price for them. But true penitence is not a
“seasonal” condition, neither is it limited to the season of Advent.
Luther rightly said in the first of his Ninety-five Theses that the Lord
wants the entire life of believers to be a life of repentance — every
season of the year, every month, week, and day of the year — a time
to feel genuine sorrow for our many sins and to cling in childlike confidence to God’s merciful forgiveness in Christ Jesus, trusting that He
earned righteousness for all mankind with His perfect life here on
earth and paid in full the world’s debt with His death on the cross.
And true repentance will be followed, according to the New Man of
faith, with “fruits meet for repentance” (Matthew 3:8), the evidence
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of repentance, the fruit of the Spirit, which God works in the hearts and
lives of true believers by means of the Gospel (Philippians 2:13).
As special devotional material given to us by God Himself to aid us in
true preparation for the Savior’s coming, we have in our Bible the socalled Penitential Psalms, which show both true contrition for sin and
true faith in God’s merciful forgiveness for Jesus’ sake. For instance, in
Psalm 25:7 David prays, “Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my
transgressions; according to Thy mercy remember Thou me for Thy goodness’ sake, O Lord.” And in verse eleven of that same Psalm, he says,
“For Thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great;” and
in verse 16, “Turn Thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted.” In Psalm 38 we read in verse 18: “For I will declare
mine iniquity; I will be sorry for my sin.” We hear similar words in Psalm
51, verses 1-3 and verse 5: “Have mercy upon me, O God, according to
Thy lovingkindness; according unto the multitude of Thy tender mercies
blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and
cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my
sin is ever before me.” And in Psalm 130 verses 1-4 we read, “Out of the
depths have I cried unto Thee, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice; let Thine
ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications. If thou, Lord, shouldest
mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But there is forgiveness with
Thee, that Thou mayest be feared.” “Bless the Lord, O my soul, …who
forgiveth all thine iniquities! (Psalm 103:2-3).
In his book entitled, The Proper Distinction Between Law and Gospel
(Thirteenth Evening Lecture, p. 123), Dr. C. F. W. Walther quotes Luther in his Instruction for Visitors, written in 1528, on the subject of
repentance. Luther says, “As regards doctrine, we find, among other
things, this to be the chief fault that, while some preach the faith by
which we are to be made righteous, they do not give a sufficient explanation how we are to attain faith. Thus nearly all of them omit an integral part of the Christian doctrine, without which no one can understand
what faith is or what deserves the name of faith. For Christ says in
Luke 24:47 that ‘repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in His name.’ However, nowadays many speak only of forgiveness of
sin and say little or nothing regarding repentance, notwithstanding the
fact that without repentance there is no remission of sins, nor can remission of sins be understood without repentance. If remission of sins
without repentance is preached, the people imagine that they have already forgiveness of sins, and thereby they are made secure and unconcerned. This is a greater error and sin than all errors of former time,
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and it is verily to be feared that we are in that danger which Christ
points out when He says in Matthew 12:45, ‘The last state of that man
shall be [lit. becomes] worse than the first.’” Luther, of course, was not
speaking of “repentance” as a meritorious work whereby God’s gracious forgiveness is earned, but to the fact that the forgiveness which
Christ merited for all mankind (I John 2:2) and the remission of sins
and righteousness which God declared in Christ for all the world (II
Corinthians 5:19) are rejected in unbelief by the impenitent and are
thus forfeited by them, even though those blessings were granted unilaterally and objectively to all (Romans 3:23-24; II Corinthians 5:19)
that they might be received by faith (Romans 5:1).
In all seasons of the Church Year, the twofold message of Law and
Gospel, of “repentance and remission of sins,” is to be proclaimed by
the true preacher (Luke 24:47). And the true believer, according to his
New Man, motivated only by the Gospel, will gladly receive the message of BOTH chief doctrines, so that he remains in a constant state of
true preparedness for Christ’s coming, asking himself as he examines
his own heart and tests his own repentance (II Corinthians 13:5), “Am I
truly sorry for my sins? Do I sincerely repent of them? Do I trust confidently in the forgiveness that Jesus won for me? And do I, as the fruit
of my faith, gladly welcome my Savior anew into my heart, both in the
holy season of Advent, at Christmastime, and throughout my life, to
work in me thankful works of love and devotion to Him who first loved
me, who became man that I might be a child of God and an heir with
Him in heaven?” For if that is your attitude of true contrition and true
faith, manifested by the desire to amend your life to His glory, then at
Christmas time you will enjoy the peace of which the angels sang, and
you will be truly prepared to meet Him at His second coming. May
God grant it for Jesus’ sake!
— D. G. R.
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How Millennialism
Draws Men Away
from the True
Christian Hope
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.
Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.
—Colossians 3:1–2
Among the Reformed, it is common to find those who believe that, prior
to our entrance into heaven, the believers in Christ will reign with Him in
an earthly kingdom for a period of 1,000 years (a millennium). In this
imagined kingdom, which they believe will be centered in the city of Jerusalem, the Christians are expected to live like earthly royalty — reigning
along side of Christ. The portion of Scripture that these “millennialists”
chiefly cite as supporting their idea of a future, earthly kingdom is Revelation 20:4–6. However, the reigning of the believers with Christ that is
pictured there is clearly that of the saints in heaven, not on earth, since
John is describing a vision that God gave him of “the souls of them that
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the Word of God” (v. 4).
Accordingly, the Reformed really have no Biblical support at all for their
millennial opinions; but this does not stop them from claiming that other
parts of the Bible also support their views. As a result of their “private
interpretation” (II Peter 1:20) of Revelation 20, they also distort the
meaning of other passages to fit their false assumptions, such as I Thessalonians 4:16–17, which is a clear description of the resurrection of the
dead on the Last Day, but which they say describes the “rapture” that will
mark the beginning of the millennial kingdom here on earth.
The belief that Christ will establish an earthly kingdom is certainly not a
new idea. In the days of Jesus’ visible sojourn among men, the common
thinking among the Jews was that the promised Messiah would establish
an earthly kingdom (John 6:14–15). This opinion was even expressed by
Jesus’ own disciples prior to the opening of their understanding on Pente-
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cost (Acts 1:6). Also during the time of Luther there were those who
taught that the believers would reign in an earthly kingdom before the
Last Day; and for this reason the Augsburg Confession states: “[The
Lutheran churches] condemn also others who are now spreading certain
Jewish opinions, that before the resurrection of the dead the godly shall
take possession of the kingdom of the world, the ungodly being everywhere suppressed” (Article XVII, Concordia Triglotta, p. 51). So then
the millennialists of today, just like the Jews of Jesus’ day, have their
spiritual focus blurred by fleshly ideas and worldly dreams. It would
certainly benefit them to take to heart what St. Paul wrote to the Colossians, namely: “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth” (3:1–2).
Being directed to Christ’s session at the right hand of God’s power, we
are here reminded by the Apostle of the way that Jesus visibly ascended
into heaven — removing His visible presence from His disciples and
directing their focus heavenward, away from this earth. That the Lord
Jesus wanted His disciples to have their hearts unfastened from the
things of this world and fixed, instead, upon heaven is what He taught
them in His “Sermon on the Mount” when He said: “Lay not up for
yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and
where thieves break through and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through nor steal; for where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:19–21). Jesus never did or said
anything that gave the impression that He was planning to establish an
earthly kingdom for His followers; in fact, just the opposite was the
case. After the feeding of the five thousand, the people who saw this
miracle sought “to take [Jesus] by force, to make Him a king;” but He
prevented them from doing so by departing into a mountain Himself
alone (John 6:14–15). Even when He rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, though He was treated in “royal fashion” by the people, He clearly
showed Himself not to be an earthly king — for the kings of this world
do not choose to ride on such a lowly beast as an ass’s colt. “All this
was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet
[Zechariah 9:9], saying, tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King
cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a colt the foal of
an ass” (Matthew 21:4–5).
But what about such passages from Zechariah and Matthew (as well as
many others in Holy Scripture)? Do they not hint at a future earthly
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kingdom for the believers by specifically calling Christ a “King”? Not
at all. Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ certainly is a King, but NOT
the ruler of an earthly, political kingdom (See Catechism Question 132,
Part C). Since He is true God with the Father and the Holy Ghost,
Christ is the glorious King of all creation. “Lift up your heads, O ye
gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory
shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty,
the Lord mighty in battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them
up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. Who is
this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory” (Psalm
24:7–10). As Jesus says concerning the communication of divine omnipotence to His human nature: “All power is given unto Me in heaven
and in earth” (Matthew 28:18). His rulership over all things by His
almighty power is aptly called His “kingdom of power.”
Additionally, the Savior rules over the hearts of Christians in His “kingdom
of grace” — His invisible Church on earth comprised of all true believers
and only of believers. It is invisible because we humans cannot look into
the heart of another to see his faith (Luke 17:20–21). It is called the kingdom of grace because we are made and kept members of this kingdom by
the gracious working of the Holy Ghost in the Gospel and in Holy Baptism
(the Means of Grace) — being brought to and preserved in saving faith,
which is trust in His grace given to us on account of Christ Jesus’ work of
redemption. And in this kingdom our gracious King moves us to obedient
service, not by intimidation, not by bribery, not by force, but by impressing
upon our minds the magnitude of His grace — His love and goodness that
we have neither merited nor deserved.
We Christians, the members of Christ’s kingdom of grace, should also
have our minds focused on another kingdom — not an earthly kingdom,
but a heavenly one. The redemptive work of Jesus Christ not only purchased for us a loving relationship with God in this life, but also secured eternal life for us in heaven. In this “kingdom of glory,” we shall
live forever in total happiness and bliss, praising our God and King with
endless songs of joy. This kingdom is Christ’s Church triumphant and
exalted, comprised of all who by God’s grace died in the true faith and
were brought into paradise according to the promise of the Gospel. It is
called the kingdom of glory because entering it means being received into
the glorious presence of Christ in all His heavenly majesty, where we
shall stand before Him in the eternal glory of sinlessness and fullness of
joy in glorified bodies patterned after the glorious body of Christ, our
heavenly King (Romans 8:18; Philippians 3:21; II Timothy 4:18).
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Certainly, therefore, the title of “King” is rightly given to the Lord Jesus, even though He has no intention of establishing an earthly kingdom. When Christ was questioned by the Roman governor, Pontius
Pilate, concerning the false accusation of the Jews that He was making
Himself an earthly king and a rival of Caesar, Jesus did admit to being a
King. “Pilate therefore said unto Him, Art Thou a king then? Jesus
answered, Thou sayest that I am a King” (John 18:37). This was an
unmistakable affirmation, simply stating: “It is as you say, I am a
King.” But though He testified to being a King, Jesus also made it very
clear that His kingdom is not an earthly one; He told Pilate: “My kingdom is not of this world; if My kingdom were of this world, then would
My servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now is
My kingdom not from hence” (John 18:36). And while these words of
the Lord should put an end to any thoughts that Christ would be an
earthly king, the millennialists say that a future earthly kingdom was
specifically not ruled out by Jesus when He said: “Now is My kingdom
not from hence” —implying that in the future it will be. However,
reading this verse in its entirety allows the context to show plainly that
this is not a “now” of time but a “now” of logical conclusion based on
the foregoing point that if His kingdom were an earthly one, His servants would be fighting on His behalf against the Jews that sought to
harm Him. As it is used here, the word “now” (
in the original
Greek) conveys the sense of “since these things are so” (Thayer’s
Greek-English Lexicon), as this word is also used in Luke 19:42; John
9:41; Acts 15:10; 23:15; etc.
Without any legitimate support in the Scriptures, why do the millennialists look for Jesus to establish an earthly kingdom? It is really not difficult to see the fleshly appeal of this fantasy. We Christians, on account
of our Old Adam, are not immune to the allure of worldly pleasures,
power, and honor; and it is part of our sinful nature to be discontent
with our current earthly situation. In our present existence, though we
Christians are given such exalted titles as “royal priesthood” (I Peter
2:9) and “sons of God” (I John 3:2), and have been made “kings and
priests unto God and His Father” through the cleansing of Christ’s
blood (Revelation 1:5–6), yet our lives here on earth do not appear to be
in the least bit glorious as far as the evaluation of the world is concerned, even though the Lord Jesus, in His state of exaltation, rules over
all things in the interest of His believers (Ephesians 1:22) and promises
to work all things to their good and blessing (Romans 8:28). It is of
course a natural inclination of our sinful flesh to want to be exalted and
have dominion over others. This is why Jesus had to instruct and ad-
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monish His disciples to adopt the opposite attitude of greatness —
greatness that involves the placing of oneself beneath others (Matthew
20:20–28).
We Christians, the members of Christ’s kingdom of grace, should serve
our gracious King with a glad heart, even though we are ridiculed for
our faith and devotion by the children of this world. This kingdom of
grace (Christ’s Church) is not an impressive political kingdom recognized and respected by the nations of the world. In fact, most unbelievers despise the members of this kingdom and are quite happy not to
be a part of it. On account of our Old Adam, we Christians may be
tempted to feel that it is simply not fair that unbelievers should enjoy
so much worldly prosperity while the followers of Christ, the King of
the Universe, are “reviled,” “persecuted,” “defamed,” “made as the
filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things” (I Corinthians
4:12–13). The Psalmist Asaph confesses: “I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked… They are not in trouble
as other men; neither are they plagued like other men. …Their eyes
stand out with fatness; they have more than heart could wish. …
Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase
in riches. Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain and washed my
hands in innocency. For all the day long have I been plagued, and
chastened every morning” (Psalm 73:3, 5, 7, 12–14). A Christian, in
his flesh, is naturally tempted to resent this situation, desiring to have
this apparent injustice corrected here on earth.
Of course, the situation will be reversed in the future —not in the way
that the millennialists expect, but in the way that Jesus describes in the
account of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19–31), when the believers are brought by the angels of God into heaven and when the unbelievers lift up their eyes in the eternal torments of hell. So then to
help us from becoming upset about the way things are in this world, it
is important that we focus, not on an imaginary earthly kingdom for the
believers in the future, but on what the Scriptures tell us comes for all
people after this present life is over —either eternal life in the kingdom
of heaven for the true Christians, or eternal death in hell for the unbelievers. This is what finally brought Asaph to his spiritual senses; and
he realized how foolish he had been to be jealous of the unbelievers in
their worldly prosperity. He writes: “It was too painful for me; until I
went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their [the unbelievers’] end. Surely Thou didst set them in slippery places; Thou castedst
them down into destruction. How are they brought into desolation, as

190

in a moment! They are utterly consumed with terrors. …Thus my heart
was grieved, and I was pricked in my reins. So foolish was I, and ignorant; I was as a beast before Thee. Nevertheless I am continually with
Thee; Thou hast holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide me with
Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory” (Psalm 73:16–24).
This Gospel confidence then caused him to express his love for the
Lord in the following words: “Whom have I in heaven but Thee? And
there is none upon earth that I desire beside Thee. My flesh and my
heart faileth; but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for
ever” (vv. 25–26).
During the time of our earthly sojourn, we should not be coveting
worldly glory, riches, or power as the unbelievers do. Rather, we
should keep our spiritual focus fixed firmly on the heavenly mansions
that Christ has prepared for us by His substitutional life and death as
our Redeemer, through which our sins have all been forgiven and we
have been made heirs of life everlasting. Ours should be the attitude of
the patriarchs as they are described in Hebrews 11:13–16: “These all
died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they
that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. …They
desire a better country, that is, an heavenly; wherefore God is not
ashamed to be called their God; for He hath prepared for them a city.”
May we all in like manner “set [our] affection on things above, not on
things on the earth” —rejoicing in the fact that we are at this present
time members of Christ’s kingdom of grace here on earth, looking forward with joy to our entrance into His eternal kingdom of glory in
heaven.
—P. E. B.

A pilgrim and a stranger
I journey here below;
far distant is the country,
the home to which I go.
Here I must toil and travail
oft weary and oppressed;
but there my God will grant me
His everlasting rest.
(TLH 586, 1, adapted)
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The More Presents,
the Merrier the Christmas??
And He said unto them, “Take heed, and beware of covetousness;
for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things
which he possesseth.” —Luke 12:15
“I want everything in the whole world!” my nearly four-year-old granddaughter exclaimed with a laugh, as she spread out her arms wide.
What evoked this admission? Grandpa and Emma Rose had just
watched a toy commercial during a cartoon show, after which she proclaimed, “I want that.” I asked her, “Why?” She replied, “Grandpa,
that would be fun!” So I told her, “You want everything you see on
T.V.” At that point came her revelation of universal wanting. Is she
unusual? NO. At her age she freely expresses what most older people
would be ashamed to verbalize. Lately she has been fixated on something called “PIXOS.” So I asked her, “What if you don’t get PIXOS for
your birthday or for Christmas?” She lamented, “Then I will be sad.”
Will there be many sad people this Christmas? Surveys indicate that
most people, worried by the economic woes of recent months, plan to
spend only half as much as last year on gift giving. Will that make for
many sad faces on Christmas morning? And what does this say about
the meaning of Christmas to many people in our day? The commercialization of Christmas is not very new. Way back in 1850, Harriet
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Beecher Stowe remarked, “There are worlds of money wasted at this
time of year, in getting things that nobody wants, and nobody cares for
after they are got” (Quoted by Lisa De Pasquale, “In Defense of a Commercialized Christmas,” Human Events Online, December 29, 2006).
Most retailers depend so much on Christmas shopping that nearly 50%
of their gross sales occur at this time of year.
How do you view Christmas? Has the Christian meaning, which you
know so very well, become secondary in your own thinking to what the
world promotes? Have your priorities at this time of year shifted?
There is a warning for all of us in the words of the Lord Jesus quoted
above, especially in view of how many have completely forgotten the
true meaning of Christmas. Our theme verse for this article speaks directly to the sin of materialism so evident in our day, not just at Christmas time but all through the year!
In Luke 12 we read of an incident in which one of those listening to the
Lord preach asked Him to speak to his brother about dividing the inheritance with him (Luke 12:13). After correcting the man about the
role and office that Christ occupies (v. 14), the Savior issued this admonishing warning to him and others: “…Take heed, and beware of
covetousness; for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the
things which he possesseth” (v. 15). Each of us needs to take this
warning to heart. For in each of us dwells the sin of coveting —the
sinful desire for things— as if our life has meaning only in reference to
the amount of “stuff” we accumulate. Perhaps you have seen the
bumper sticker that loudly proclaims: “He who dies with the most toys
wins.” This follows the adage, “The only difference between men and
boys is the price of their toys.”
How do you define your life? Do you view your life as a constant pursuit of new and better “toys”? Is “keeping up with the Joneses” driving
you to conspicuous consumption for social status? Even more pointedly: What do you say to people when they ask, “How was your Christmas?” Do you reply, “I really didn’t get what I was hoping for this
year”? What?! Such a reply betrays an attitude not unlike the man exemplified in Luke 12. Beware of materialism!
On the other hand, what a testimony would it be if all of us replied: “I
received exactly what I wanted and needed for Christmas!” For, after
the natural response, “And what was that?” we could joyously and confidently affirm, “A Savior, Christ the Lord!” (Luke 2:11). The greatest
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gift of all time was given on the first Christmas in Bethlehem when God
gave us His very best, when that Gift was born for all men to save them
from their sins: Jesus Christ, our Lord! He is “the desire of all nations” (Haggai 2:7), the one who has “visited and redeemed His people” (Luke 1:68), the ultimate gift of God’s love to us poor, miserable
sinners: “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that
God sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live
through Him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (I John 4:9-10).
The Son of God incarnate is the supreme gift of God’s gracious and merciful love toward us. Our need is brought out in the purpose clause, “to
be the propitiation for our sins” (v. 10). We needed a sacrifice that
could atone for us, a ransom that could redeem us, a payment to God that
could cancel our debt, an appeasement that could take away His just
wrath against us, a satisfaction that could completely fulfill the demands
of His justice. The perfect life of our Savior under the Law to earn us
righteousness before God and His innocent and bloody sufferings and
death in the place of all sinners, under the full guilt and punishment we
all truly deserved, is that propitiation! What we truly need was given to
us at Christmas: A Savior who has delivered us from sin, death and hell!
Jesus Christ is the one whom God “set forth to be a propitiation” (Romans 3:25a), whose holy, precious blood redeemed us (I Peter
1:18-19). For His blood speaks better things than that of Abel, as Hymn
#158 states: “Abel’s blood for vengeance pleaded to the skies, but the
blood of Jesus for our pardon cries.” The sacrifice of His own life that
our Savior gave to redeem us secured our pardon from God by paying
the full penalty of our guilt. For the sake of His sacrifice, God has remitted or sent away all our sins (Isaiah 43:25; Jeremiah 31:34; Hebrews
8:12; 10:17). Indeed, “behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world” (John 1:29), Jesus Christ! It is only by the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by His blood and righteousness, that sinners are saved
(Acts 15:11)! Through Him alone is proclaimed unto us the forgiveness
of sins (Acts 13:38), and it is His blood alone that cleanses us from all
our sins (I John 1:7). This is the reason for the Christmas season for a
Christian, the real, true and unspeakable Gift of Christmas: “A Savior,
which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).
A Christian’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses. A Christian’s life is truly other-worldly: “Set your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your life
is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear,
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then shall ye also appear with Him in glory” (Colossians 3:2-4). “For
our conversation is in heaven, from whence also we look for the Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20).
The more presents, the merrier this Christmas? No, “for a man’s life
consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth” (Luke 12:15b). Although gift-giving as an expression of mutual
love and, in response to God’s gifts to us, may occupy a proper place at
Christmas time and on other occasions as well, it should never occupy
first place in our heart or in our life, especially at a time set aside to glorify God for the true gift of Christmas, our dear Savior Jesus Christ.
May our Christmas worship echo the song of the heavenly host that first
Christmas night: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men” (Luke 2:14). May we focus our heart and mind on the
true meaning of Christmas for the Savior’s sake.
— E. J. W.

What is the world to me
with all its vaunted pleasure,
when Thou and Thou alone,
Lord Jesus, art my Treasure??
Thou only, dearest Lord,
my soul’s Delight shall be.
Thou art my Peace, my Rest!
What is the world to me?
The world seeks after wealth
and all the Mammon offers,
yet never is content
though gold should fill its coffers!
I have a higher good;
content with it I’ll be:
My Jesus is my wealth!
What is the world to me??
(TLH 430, 1 and 4)
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“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which
is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward men.”
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Objective Justification in
The Angels’ Song!
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men!” —Luke 2:14
Are the Holy Scriptures in the same class as all other writings in the
world? Of course not! They are in a class all by themselves because
they were “given by inspiration of God” (II Timothy 3:16a). The writers of these divine writings “were moved by the Holy Ghost” (II Peter
1:21) to “speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but
which the Holy Ghost teacheth” (I Corinthians 2:13). Therefore, our
precious, priceless and holy Savior, in addressing His heavenly Father,
was stating the obvious when He declared: “Thy Word is truth” (John
17:17). So the words of the Holy Scriptures —all of them— are most
certainly true! Let us not, in the hustle and bustle of our lives, forget
this changeless fact!
Why did God give us the Holy Scriptures? He gave us the Scriptures
first of all to “make [us] wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus” (II Timothy 3:15), but also to serve profitably “for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (v.
16b). We should not ever look down on the doctrine, the teaching of
the Word of God, as something boring, dry, and of little (or no)
“practical” value for our everyday lives; but, instead, we should be in
awe of and have great respect for Scripture doctrine, never doubting
what it teaches us, but always looking on it as “head-and-shoulders”
above all other teaching in the entire world. Let us therefore carefully
consider and take to heart the two chief doctrines of the Bible, the Law
of God (Matthew 22:36-40), which shows us our sins and the wrath of
God, and the Gospel (Mark 1:15; Romans 1:16-17), which shows us our
Savior and the grace of God in Him (John 14:6). In so doing, let us not
ignore, but take seriously, the indicting Scripture doctrine of the sin and
depravity of all human beings (Romans 3:20, 22b-23), and rejoice
greatly over the most important, comforting Scripture teaching of God’s
objective justification or forgiveness of the world of sinners for Jesus’
sake (Romans 3:24; II Corinthians 5:19). We note, particularly now at
Christmas time, that this chief of all teachings of Scripture, the doctrine of objective (general, universal) justification, is also clearly and
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wonderfully taught in the angels’ song to the shepherds outside of Bethlehem on the night of our Savior’s birth. This song in Luke 2:14 is the
foundation verse for our article.
While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem (after the long trip from
their home in Nazareth), “the days were accomplished that she should
be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped
Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger, because there
was no room for them in the inn” (Luke 2:6-7). Wow! God, in a marvelous and awesome way, carried out His words of promise —He cannot do otherwise— in Isaiah 7, verse 14: “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son and shall call His name Immanuel [“God with
us,” Matthew 1:23].” “And there were in the same country [around
Bethlehem] shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the
glory of the Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them: ‘Fear not, for behold I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And
this shall be a sign unto you: Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying: ‘Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men’” (Luke 2:8-14).
Yes! Yes! Glory, praise, honor, credit, and blessing be to our God for
giving “the world” (John 3:16; II Corinthians 5:19) “a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). And why does every single person in the
whole world need this one and only Savior, whether they realize it or
not (Acts 4:12; John 14:6)? The answer is simple and changeless: No
one, absolutely no human being (living in the past, at the present, or in
the future), can gain, earn, or receive forgiveness, pardon, peace, favor,
and acceptance before God on their own, by their own efforts, by their
own works (no matter how highly they or others may value their own
“good” efforts and works). Holy Scripture repeatedly sets forth this
simple, changeless answer when it says in clear words, which neither
require nor permit of any human interpretation: “Now we know that
what things soever the Law saith, it saith to them who are under the
Law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become
guilty before God. Therefore, by the deeds of the Law there shall no
flesh be justified in His sight, for by the Law is the knowledge of sin.
…There is no difference, for all have sinned and come short of the
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glory of God” (Romans 3:19-20, 22b-23); “Whosoever shall keep the
whole Law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all” (James
2:10); “Thou [the one, true, Triune God] hatest all workers of iniquity” (Psalm 5:5b); “We are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” (Isaiah 64:6); “By the works of the Law
shall no flesh be justified. …For as many as are of the works of the
Law are under the curse, for it is written, Cursed is everyone that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the Law to do
them” (Galatians 2:16c; 3:10).
And what did this one and only Savior do for every single person in the
whole world, causing “the multitude of the heavenly host [the many
holy angels]” to sing to the shepherds outside of Bethlehem: “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men”? This
one, true, and only God was glorified, praised, blessed, and given due
credit by the angels because He unilaterally brought about and established peace, good will, and favor with Himself, toward and with
respect to all people on earth, all human beings, on account of the
“Savior, which is Christ the Lord.” In this song of the angels, there is,
without any doubt, the declaration of God’s objective, universal justification of all sinners. It is most certainly true that God has “justified
freely [all who have “come short” (Romans 3:23) of being perfect and
holy as God is perfect and holy (Matthew 5:48; Leviticus 19:2)] by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24).
Christ’s redemption included both His perfect obedience to and perfect
fulfillment of the requirements of God’s Law of all disobedient human
beings in the world, including each of us (His active obedience), as
well as His taking on Himself the full penalty, punishment, and torment
for the sins of all, even for every one of our own transgressions (His
passive obedience). Did Christ really and truly do all of this for us and
for all mankind? Absolutely yes! Let us listen to the sure testimony
and witness of God Himself in the Holy Scriptures through His writer,
the Apostle Paul: “When the fullness of the time was come, God sent
forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the Law, to redeem them
that were under the Law” (Galatians 4:4-5); “Christ hath redeemed us
from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us, for it is written,
Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree” (Galatians 3:13); “God was
in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing [i.e. charging] their trespasses unto them, and hath committed unto us the Word of
reconciliation [the good tidings of the Gospel as we have it in Luke
2:14, for example]. …For He hath made Him who knew no sin to be
sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him [our
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sinless, perfect Savior and Substitute before God]” (II Corinthians 5:19,
21); “As by the offense of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation, even so by the righteousness of One the free gift came upon all
men unto justification of life” (Romans 5:18). The message is simple:
Christ redeemed, purchased and won ALL from the curse of the Law;
and God, whose justice was thus perfectly satisfied, forgave the sins of
ALL and declared ALL men righteous in His sight. Is there anything
unclear about these Scripture passages? They neither need, require, nor
allow for human interpretation (II Peter 1:20); Scripture sets forth and
teaches objective justification in clear words and certain terms not only
in Luke 2:14, but also in such passages as Romans 3:24, II Corinthians
5:19, 21, and Romans 5:18.
And how does this most priceless treasure and jewel in all of the world,
objective justification, become our very own treasure and jewel, and
remain such until the end of our earthly lives? By faith alone, that is, by
confidence of the heart which receives personally the “good tidings of
great joy” (Luke 2:10), the peace, good will, and favor of God toward
all people on earth, all inhabitants in this world on account of, because
of the Savior, Christ the Lord (v. 11). Scripture leaves no doubt that
saving faith in the heart is created by the Gospel of the peace, good will,
and favor of God in Christ for the whole world, by the Gospel of objective justification. The Apostle Paul, moved by the Holy Ghost, confessed: “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God unto salvation to everyone that believeth” (Romans 1:16); and the
Apostle Peter confirms faith’s preservation through that same Gospel,
saying: “[Ye] are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation” (I Peter 1:5).
When the shepherds heard the “multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men’” (Luke 2:13-14), did they scoff at these heavenly messengers and the “tidings of great joy” from God Himself? Did they
“blow off” and disregard the Word of the Gospel proclaimed by them?
Oh, no! Luke 2 gives us this report: “And it came to pass, as the angels
were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another: ‘Let us now go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.’ And they came
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger.
And, when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which
was told them concerning this Child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary
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kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all things that they had
heard and seen, as it was told unto them” (vv. 15-20). The wonderful,
efficacious Gospel of objective justification delivered by the angels
moved the shepherds to believe the message, to take action in going to
Bethlehem to see their long-awaited Savior, to share what they had
heard concerning this Child, and to thank, glorify, and praise God for
all that they had heard from the angels and had seen in Bethlehem.
Let us also, by God’s grace and mercy mediated to us in this Gospel,
continue to believe and share the angels’ marvelous message of objective justification for us and for all mankind. This message reassures us
of the perfect peace, the accomplished good-will, and the free favor
from God toward all sinners in the Savior, Christ Jesus. It is this message which then truly gladdens our own hearts as we in faith joyfully
look forward to our departure from this world (Philippians 1:23), to our
“sleep in Jesus” (I Thessalonians 4:14; cf. I Corinthians 15:18), confiding in His accomplished work for our redemption (John 19:30), which
purchased justification for every soul of man and therefore our own and
won for us eternal salvation (I John 2:2). Furthermore, this message of
the angels in Luke 2:14 gives us lasting comfort concerning those who
have already died believing in the living Savior, and now, by His rich
“grace” (II Corinthians 8:9), are in “paradise” (Luke 23:43) experiencing “fullness of joy [and] pleasures forevermore” at the right hand
of God (Psalm 16:11). This is my very own personal comfort concerning my dear wife, Donna, who is even now in the bliss of heaven
(Revelation 14:13).
On the other hand, as we believe, teach and confess the comforting and
reassuring Gospel message of God’s objective justification of all sinners, as proclaimed in the words of the Christmas angels in Luke 2:14,
we must at the same time mark, reject and condemn the false teaching
of those who limit the Gospel message of reconciliation to believers
only and deny that God in Christ forgave the sins of the entire world,
“not imputing their trespasses unto them” (II Corinthians 5:19). Such
denial is clearly manifested in several modern Bible translations which
abuse and distort God’s wonderful declaration delivered by the angels
to the trembling shepherds. We note, for example, these words which
appear in the Revised Standard Versions (RSV) and in the New American Standard Bible (NASB): “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among men with whom He is pleased,” and in the English Standard Version (ESV), where the word “men” is replaced by “those.”
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This translation of Luke 2:14 robs the reader of the priceless comfort of
God’s announcement of objective justification for all people. Another
abuse of this verse is the following quoted from the New World Translation (NWT) of the so-called “Witnesses of Jehovah”: “Glory in the
heights above to God, and upon earth peace among men of good will.”
This translation of the NWT steals from Luke 2:14, as a blatant thief,
the Holy Ghost’s message of God’s peace, good-will, and favor in
Christ Jesus toward ALL people in the world, God’s objective justification even of those who are His “enemies” (Romans 5:10) and devoid
of any “good will” toward Him whatsoever (Romans 8:7-8).
Moreover, it is this objective justification of God in Christ which
alone impels and willingly “drives” the believing sheep and lambs of
Jesus to live not “unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them
and rose again” (II Corinthians 5:15), to “serve Him [our gracious
God in and through Christ] without fear, in holiness and righteousness
before Him all the days of our life” (Luke 1:74-75), to “love Him because He first loved us” (I John 4:19), and to show that love for Him
by continuing willingly to receive, follow, and bow to His Word (John
14:23; John 8:31-32; Luke 5:5). “For the grace of God [the undeserved, unmerited, and unearned gift of God’s love in Christ as announced in Luke 2:14 by the angels — the objective justification of
the whole world, including each of us] that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men [including unbelievers, II Peter 2:1b], teaching us
[who have personally received the gracious gift by faith], that denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and Godly in this present world [as the fruit and evidence of our
faith], looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that
He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself a peculiar [special] people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:11-14) — all
“to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved” (Ephesians 1:6). “Glory to GOD in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men!”
—R. J. L.

Gloria in excelsis Deo!
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In Heaven with Her Savior…

a Donna Mae Lietz a
It hath pleased Almighty God in His all-wise
providence (Romans 11:33-36) and according to
His gracious promises in Christ Jesus (John
11:25-26; 14:2-3) to call out of this vale of tears to
Himself in heaven the soul of Donna Lietz, the
beloved wife of Pastor Robert J. Lietz of Oak
Park, Illinois. Mrs. Lietz died on Tuesday afternoon, December 2, 2008, very suddenly and apparently without discomfort, of natural causes just
short of her seventieth birthday.
Mrs. Lietz was born Donna Mae Krause in Janesville, Minnesota, on
December 12, 1938, the youngest of the four children of Pastor Otto F.
and Gertrude Krause. Already as an infant, Donna was received into
the kingdom of God’s grace in Holy Baptism and was brought up by
her parents in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. As a youth, she
was instructed in the chief parts of Christian doctrine and was received
by the rite of confirmation into the communicant membership of St.
Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church in Fairmont, Minnesota.
After graduation from high school, Donna attended college in the parochial teacher-training program of the Missouri Synod and then taught in
Lutheran parochial schools for four years, during which time she met a
young seminarian, Robert John Lietz, who was serving his vicarage
under her father at Fairmont, Minnesota. They were married there on
August 15, 1965. After her husband graduated from Concordia Seminary in Springfield in the fall of 1965, he was called to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Stover, Missouri, where he and Donna then made their
home. Their marriage was blessed with five children.
In 1969, having become convinced by the Word of God of the Missouri
Synod’s heterodoxy, having protested against its false doctrine and
practice to no avail, and having also carefully instructed his own flock
in these matters, Pastor Lietz found himself with a split congregation
and was forced to resign his pastorate. The faithful remnant, however,
reorganized itself as Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church and recognized
him still to be its God-ordained shepherd and overseer. These were
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years of great personal trial and sacrifice also for Donna; but, by God’s
grace, she remained constant and faithful to His Word and a pillar of
strength to her husband. Pastor Lietz and his dear Donna, together with
their growing family, remained at Faith, Stover, until January of 1977,
at which time he was called to Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Oak Park, Illinois, where he has served now for over thirty-one years.
Donna Lietz was not only, by God’s grace, a loving and faithful wife to
her husband and a caring and nurturing mother to her children; but she
was, in every sense of the word, her husband’s best friend. She was not
only his helpmeet according to God’s ordinance and his devoted and
loving companion in their forty-three year marriage together; but she
was his colleague, his counselor, his confidant and his ever-dependable
helper. She was his “pal,” and he was hers. They did everything together, went everywhere together, and shared the joy of their Savior’s
gracious presence together in “the unity of the Spirit” and in “the bond
of peace” (Ephesians 4:3), cherishing God’s precious Word as their
comfort and their guide. That blessed unity remains unbroken today yet
as Donna has it in fulness of joy, safe in the mansions of heaven, and as
Pastor Lietz has it in the inerrant truth of the Scriptures and in the fellowship of those who “all speak the same thing” (I Corinthians 1:10)
according to the “oracles of God” (I Peter 4:11).
Donna will be sorely missed as a dear sister in the faith by the members
of Trinity, Oak Park, where she served as the organist, as a Sunday
School teacher, and as a tireless worker in the Women’s Guild. She
will also be missed by the brethren at St. Mark’s in Sauk Village, where
she enjoyed a special relationship while her husband served as its vacancy pastor for many years. And Scriptural Publications in Oak Forest has lost an invaluable member of its production staff, and the brethren at Peace a very dear friend and cherished sister.
Donna is survived by her devoted husband, Pastor Robert J. Lietz, by
their grown children, by five grandchildren, and by many friends and
Christian brethren in our Conference fellowship.
Her mortal remains were committed to the ground following a Christian
funeral service at Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church in Oak Park, where Pastor Mensing officiated and preached the sermon based on Revelation
14:13. Her body now awaits the resurrection of the flesh on the Last
Day, while her soul “from henceforth” experiences fullness of joy everlasting with her Savior and all the “blessed dead” who by faith in Him
have laid hold on eternal life and rest in peace.
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May we remember Pastor Lietz in our fervent prayers, that his aching
heart be healed and his void of loneliness be filled with the comfort and
assurance of the Gospel of our Savior to all true believers, that
“whether we live or die …we are the Lord’s” (Romans 14:8) and that
our inheritance of grace, “incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away” is reserved even now in heaven for all those who are kept by
the power of God, the power of His precious Gospel, through faith unto
salvation (I Peter 1:4-5). Let us also comfort one another with these
words (I Thessalonians 4:18).

Soli Deo gloria!
—Ed.
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Selected books printed by and available from

Scriptural Publications

•

Luther’s Large Catechism — $7.00

•

Outlines of Doctrinal Theology (softcover) — $15.00

•

Outlines of Doctrinal Theology (hardcover) — $25.00

•

Treasures of Hope (devotional) — $10.00

•

The Burden Made Light (devotional) — $10.00

•

Historical Essays of the Concordia Lutheran Conference
(softcover) — $10.00

•

The Lententide Family Devotions — $1.00

Churches in Fellowship

with the Concordia Lutheran Conference
__________________________________

Orthodox Lutheran Church of Ekaterinburg
Ekaterinburg, Russia
The Rev. Roman G. Schurganoff, Pastor
P. O. Box 62
620088 Ekaterinburg, RUSSIA
E-mail: lutheran@r66.ru

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Idama, Nigeria
The Rev. Robinson Dodo, Pastor
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Idama, Rivers State, NIGERIA
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Salem Lutheran Church
Abalama, Nigeria
The Rev. Elison B. Agborubere, Pastor
Thompson Compound Abalama
Abalama, Rivers State, NIGERIA

St. Clement’s Lutheran Church
Elem-Sangama, Nigeria
The Rev. Luckyn Kaladokubo, Pastor
St. Clement Lutheran Church,
Elem-Sangama Arch-Deaconry
Elem-Sangama, Rivers State, NIGERIA

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
Port Harcourt, Nigeria
The Rev. Allenson Karibi Asawo, Pastor
76 Abba Street, Mile 1 Diobu
Port Harcourt, Rivers State, NIGERIA

St. Paul’s Nyemoni Lutheran Cathedral
Abonnema, Nigeria
The Rev. Nimi B. Fyneface and
The Rev. God’stime E. D. Douglas, Co-Pastors
P. O. Box 123
Abonnema, Akulga, Rivers State, NIGERIA

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Kula, Nigeria
The Rev. Onengiye C. Wariboko, Pastor
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Kula, Rivers State, NIGERIA

Christ Lutheran Church
Olu-Ama (Kula), Nigeria
The Rev. Onengiye C. Wariboko, Pastor

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Abule Egba, Lagos, Nigeria
The Rev. Onesimus Ekele, Pastor
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Directory of Member Congregations
www.concordialutheranconf.com
GOOD SHEPHERD EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
4050 South Melpomene Way
Telephone (520) 721-7618
Tucson, AZ 85730

Worship Service ............................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 10:45 a.m.
The Rev. DAVID G. REDLIN, Pastor
4050 South Melpomene Way
Tucson, AZ 85730 (520) 721-7618
E-mail: david.redlin@worldnet.att.net

PEACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Central Avenue at 171st Place
Telephone: (708) 532-4288
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913

Sunday School & Bible Class ......... 8:30 a.m.
Worship Service ............................. 10:00 a.m.
The Rev. DAVID T. MENSING, Pastor
17151 South Central Avenue
Oak Forest, IL 60452-4913
(708) 532-9035
E-mail: pastormensing@yahoo.com

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sixth and Tangent Streets
Lebanon, OR 97355

Sunday School & Bible Class ....... 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service ............................ 11:00 a.m.
The Rev. M. L. NATTERER, Pastor
483 Tangent Street
Lebanon, OR 97355
(541) 258-2941
E-mail: m.l.natterer@comcast.net

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
5350 South Fountain Street
Telephone: (206) 723-1078
Seattle, WA 98178

Sunday School & Bible Class ........ 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service ............................ 10:30 a.m.
The Rev. EDWARD J. WORLEY, Pastor
9658 – 54th Avenue South
Seattle, WA 98118 (206) 723-7418
E-mail: revworley@comcast.net
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NOTE: Services are also held in Victoria, British Columbia on the 1st
and 3rd Sundays. Please call the Pastor for current location.
Worship Service ............................. 7:00 p.m.
Adult Bible Class ............................ 4:30 p.m.
Adult Catechism Class ………….... 8:30 p.m.

ST. MARK’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
22012 Torrence Avenue
Telephone: (708) 758-6222
Sauk Village, IL 60411

Sunday School & Bible Class .......... 8:45 a.m.
Worship Service ……………………...10:00 a.m.
The Rev. PAUL E. BLOEDEL, Pastor
22012 Torrence Avenue
Sauk Village, IL 60411 (708) 757-6859
E-mail: revbloedel@gmail.com

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
300 North Ridgeland Avenue
Telephone: (708) 386-6773
Oak Park, IL 60302
Sunday School & Bible Class ….. 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service ......................... 10:15 a.m.
The Rev. ROBERT J. LIETZ, Pastor
233 North Cuyler Avenue
Oak Park, IL 60302
(708) 386-4145
E-mail: robertjlietz@yahoo.com

NOTE: For the web site addresses of the individual congregations,
please consult the Directory of Congregations on the web site of the
Conference: www.ConcordiaLutheranConf.com
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O Jesus Christ, Thy manger is
my paradise at which my soul reclineth.
For there, O Lord, doth lie the Word
made flesh for us!
Herein Thy grace forth shineth!
— Paul Gerhardt, 1653
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