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Vacationing to the Glory of God 

“Whether therefore:ye :eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to 

the glory of God.” -1 Cor. IO:31 

This familiar verse of Scripture is probably more often quoted 
than carefully considered. In thinking about it one of the first ques- 
tions that comes to mind is “How do you e a t and dir i n k to God.‘s 
glory. 7” Perhaps the easiest way to answer is toi show how we do not 
eat and drink to God’s glory. We certainly do not do it when, for 
example, we stuff o.urselves full like a glutton. This is seen from 
those passages which u r g e us to do all things in temperance and 
moderation. Likewise eating and drinking to God,‘s glory involves, 
among other th.ings, temperance and moderation, eating to live and 
not living to eat. 

In a similar way of thinking we can easily answer, “How do 
you take a vacation t.o the glo*ry of God ?” This woul,d obviously ex- 
clude anything that is in itself contrary to God’s Word. For example, 
a trip to Reno or to Las Vega,s for the purpose of gambling one’s 
alotted vacation money would not be to God’s glory because gambl- 
ing, a form of stealing, is in itself wrong. 

However, there is nothing in Scripture that forbids a person to 
enjoy a period of rest and relaxation from his da i 1 y work when 
this does not involve sinful activities. In fact, a. person may be able 
better to cope with the problems of everyday living if he has an oc- 
casional diversion such as a vacation provides. Being refreshed, he 
probably will be able to perform his work better and more efficient- 
ly.. With this end in view, a vacation is to God’s g 1 o r y because it 
flows from a desire,to do one’s God-given tasks more faithfully. 

But a vacation from one’s daily work does not mean a vacation 
from the Lord. Turn the tables for a moment: what if God displa,y- 
ed a sign, “No forgiveness dispensed and no prayers answered for 
three weeks-on vacation.99 Although a laughable thought, it is no 
more laughable than the way some people take vacations, who seem 
to think that vacation time is a time to cease being a Christian. 
God does not take a vacation from us, but year ar0un.d He gives us 
all that we need to support our body and life, guarding and protect- 
ing us from all evil. Is there any reason why we ought to take a va- 
cation from Him, ceasing for a time to love Him with all our heart 
and soul and mind, ceasing to let our light shine before men that 
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they may see our good works and g 1 or i f y our heavenly Father, 
ceasing to thank and praise, to serve and obey FIim? 

Vacationing to the glory of God means taking the Lord with us 
on our vacations, living our lives as Christians also when we are 
away from home. Let’s appreciate our Savior, remembering that He 
died also for the s;ins which we commit daily while on vacation. And 
let’s not forget to worship Him either, arranging our course, if pos- 
sible, so that we may worship on Sundays with our fellow Christians 
‘along the way. Even when t$his does not work out, let’s be sure to 
provide for devotions, prayers and Bible readings. 

A vacation to the glory of God is nothing unusual. After all, 
it’s the only kind of vacation a Christian would ever consider tak- 
ing. 

-4.W.L. 

Beginning Marriage with God’s Blessing 
“For every creature of God is good, and :nothing to b.e refiusedp if it be 
receive’d with thanksgiving: for it is sanctified with the Word ~of God 

and prayer,” -I Tim. 4:4,5 

The spring and early s.ummer months are popular times for 
couples to set their wedding d.ate. The new life that comes from the 
deadness of winter seems to be naturally symbolic of the new @fe 
that is to begin in marriage. Engaged coupdes look foirward eagerly 
to their wedding day-whether in the Spring or any other time of 
year-as they go about the many plans and4 preparations that make 
it a happy and memorable occasion. For Christian couples, this also 
includes the plans and preparations necessary to make their wed- 
ding a t r u 1 y Christian wedding, one that begins their marriage 
with God’s blessing. 

In our passage above, m a r r i a g e is included as one of God’s 
“creatures” that is, ma.rriage is an institution created+ and estab- 
lished by God,. In the verses preceding, St. Paul calls “forbidding to 
marry” a doctrine of devils. Then, in the above verses, he says that 
marriage should not be refused or forbidden because, like all of 
God’s creation, it has been established for man’s good,. Rather, it 
o u g h t to be received, with thanksgiving and sanctified with the 
Word of God and prayer. 

Now, marriage is received w i t h thanksgiving when it is re- 
garded and used as a precious gift of God. But how may it be “sanc- 
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tified?” To sanctify means to set apart as holy for God. iMarria,ge 
is set. apa.rt in this way by the Wbrd of God and, prayer. That is the 
reason Christian couples wish to begin their marriage with a relig- 
ious ceremony in a8 church of their fellowship. Of course, in order 
to have a common fellowship, it is vital that the prospective bride 
and groom discuss their faith seriously well in advance of their 
wedding date, resolving any religious differences even befo.re en- 
gagement. This important step, so often neglected and minimized, 
will eliminate serious religious problems that inevit,ably appear af- 
t;er the marriage ceremony is past and the honeymoon glow has fad- 
ed. 

With the p r i c e ie s s blessing of a common faith, a Christian 
couple realizes more fully that a church wedding does far more than 
provide their special day with an edifying and impressve atmos- 
phere-th,ey know it is designed to help them begin their miarriage 
with God’s blessing. With this objective in mind, their foremost 
consideration will be, ‘“How does God’s Word direct us in pl,anning 
our wedding ceremony;. 3” Their pastor can help them answer this 
question in a practical way, and he ought to be consulted well in ad- 
vance of the wed.ding. He will assist the Christian couple in plan- 
ning their s p e c i a 1 day, choosing soloists and churchly music, in- 
forming them of customary procedures, helping in the selection of 
a fitting sermon text, explaining to them the meaning of the s,cripF 
tural exhortations and prayers in the ceremony, etc. 

When all of these things are carefully planned*, they aid in 
sanctifying the wedding ceremony with Gold’s W,ord and prayer. 
If the couple understands that the pastor’s purpose is to assist them 
in beginning their marriage with God’s blessing, his guidance will 
prove to be most valuable. 

Every couple wants their wedding day to be a happy and mem- 
orable uccasion. If it is carefully planned around God.‘s Word and is 
sanctified with the Word of God and prayer, it will be just that. 
And it will pave the way for a happy and memorable marriage as 
well. 

4J.W.L. 

The Bible is the Sun for the souls of men; it is the great Fountain filled 

with the Water of Life; it is the great Revelation which God has gra- 

ci80usly given to us in the darkness of this world; it is the Letter whidh 

God has a,ddressed to all men. -WaIther. 



The Difficulties of Mixed Marriages 

It is a clear teaching of Holy Scripture that God instituted 
marriage (Gen. 2: 24), pronounced a. blessing on it, and protects it 
in the Sixth Commandment. It is the lifelong union of one man and 
one woman unto one flesh. The purpose of this divine institution is 
threefol’d: for the lawful propagation of the human race, Gen. I:28 
for mutual companionship, Gen. 2: l&24; and, since the Fall, as 
an aid to! chastity, 1 Cor. 7 :2. In His Word. God has laid down the 
moral princi,ples which are to be applied to this institution. Those 
who follow the rules and directions which God Himself gives will 
find that their marria,ge is truly enriched by the blessings which He 
bestows. And for these undeserved gifts from above the Christian 
husband and wife will praise and glorify God throughout their lives. 

This does not imply that there will be no problems a.nd trials 
in a Christian marriage. Because there is sin in the world and in 
every he.art, a Christian couple will at times be faced with very 
trying situations, not to mention the personal adjustments involved 
in starting a life together. However, whatever problems arise, hus- 
band and wife will be able to cope with them and resolve them. in 
the fear of the Lord and under the guidance of His Word). Thus 
they will demonstrate that when Christ rules the marriage and the 
home, all will be well. 

There are, however, special problems and difficulties that con- 
front the case of a “mixed marriage.” This is a marriage in which 
husband and wife do not confess the true Christian faith with one 
heart and mind. They may be members of differing Christian de- 
nominations, or one may be a Christian and the other a.dhere to a 
non-Christian religion or be an unbeliever. Each type of mixed 
marriage has its own specific problems. With.out a common bond 
of faith the joyful union of two people in marriage lacks the basis 
which should be foremost in their hearts. 

In the Old Testament God strongly warned against the mar- 
riage of Jew and Gentile lest the children of Israel falter in their 
faith and be turned to worship other gods (Ex. 34: 16 ; Deut. 7 :3-4 ; 
Ezra 9 :I2 ; Neh. 13: 25). This reason for the prohibition stands as a 
warning against mixed marriages which also New Testament Chris- 
tians should take to heart. In this regard Luther once wrote that 
there is nothing more lovely than when husband and wife are unit- 
ed in the faith and call on their God with one spirit. And a Catholic 
spokesman said this: “The great majority of mixed marriages prov- 



es unhappy to the contracting parties and to the children. It is not 
an ideal marriage because it divides the home on the most import- 
ant thing in life : religion and the means of salvation. It is always 
best to hape zLnity of rebigion in every family.” The faithful pastor 
will therefore seek to counsel with his youn.g people long before 
they enter marriage, give them sound instruction on the basis of 
the Bible as well as on the basis of experience and history, and 
warn them against the dangers of mixed marriages. 

What are some of the dangers involved in such marriages? Ex- 
perience has shown that a mixture of religion in the home often re- 
sults in growing indifference and even defection from the truth, 
Judg. 3: 5-7 ; 1 Kings PI: l-9. W@at could be more tragic than that 
the orthodox party fall away from the true religion! If he. enters 
upon a mixed marriage, it might seem that he is not taking his re- 
ligion seriously. Furthermore, mixed, marriages are not in accord- 
ance with the intimate and close relation that ought to exist be- 
tween husband and wife, patterned after Christ the Bridegroom 
and the Church, His Bride, Eph. 5: 22’ff. Basic questions of marL 
riage itself will* find harmonious solutions only where the true 
Christian faith is shared. Mixed marriages also interfere very much 
with family devotions and the Christian training of children. Here 
the troublesome question arises: in what religion shall the child- 
ren be brought up? What about the solution to the problem offered 
and followed by many that the father control the religious training 
of his sons, while the mother has jurisdiction over the daughters? 
This is contrary to Scripture, for in Eph. 6 :4 God clea,rly directs 
fathers as the hea.d. of the house to “bring up (their chibdren) in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord.” (See also Deut. 6: 6-7) Thus 
the orthodox party dare not consent to have his children taught a 
false religion or an erroneous form of Christianity, for such consent 
will injure his own faith and endanger the eternal future of the 
children. 

These problems are of particular importance in a mixed, mar- 
riage with a Roman Catholic. Since th.e Church of Rome considers 
itself “the lawfully established Church of the New Testament,” 
and since it also regards marriage as a suerament, it lays great 
stress, under i-tx terms, on the validity of marriage and the educa- 
tion of children. Even though Rome no longer requires the non-Cat- 
holic party to sign an agreement before marriage consenting to the 
C,atholic education of all children, yet such consent may be sought 
verbally by the Catholic spouse throughout the marriage together 
with an effort to win the Protestant mate to the Catholic religion. 
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While Rome seemingly offers a greater flexbility through its ecu- 
menical posture, even allowing a Protestant pastor to participate 
in the wedding service (a unionistic act !) , the problems of a mix- 
ed, marriage have not been eliminated. This is why the orthodox 
pastor will strive to show his member, in the 1,ight of God’s Wo,rd, 
that in such a marriage he, the true believer, coulld lose something 
and is placing himself i:n a situation that is dan.gerous to his fa,ith. 

Does this mean, then, that mixed marriages should be dissolv- 
ed:? Indeed not; for once a man and a woman have made a firm 
commitment for. marriage to one another, this is binding before 
God, and such engagement should not be broken. Here an extreme 
position must be guarded against, for both the apostles Paul and 
Peter write of the possibility of the orthodox spouse winning the 
other spouse to the true Christian faith through his or her conduc.t, 
1 Car. 7 :I6 ; 1 Pet. 3 :I-2. Of course, if the heterod,ox person promis- 
es to turn to the true religion, that promise should be fulfilled be- 
fore an engagement takes place and not delayed until after the mar- 
riage when it is too easy, with all the personal adjustments in mar- 
ital life to evade the issue. 

What ad,vice can be offered to our youth today as they meet 
other young people, evaluate their traits, and think about getting 
<married to the right person? What things should receive vital con- 
sideration in the selectiotn of a mate for l.ife;? We herewith list 
Some basic factors. 

First, a common religious faith. Bible bsel’iefs and convictions 
play a grea.t role in life and in marriage. Differing faiths will: oft.en 
lead to conflicts and compromises. Nothing makes for a stronger 
bond than for husband and wife to be able to worship and pray TO- 
GETHER, to share the same joy in prosperity and the same corn- 
fort in adversity. Ruth 1.96. It is through prayer, patience, love 
and forbearance, while searching out God’s truth, that much can be 
accomplished toward reaching the goal of union also on the spirit- 
ual 1,evel. Therefore if a friend is not of your faith, win him or her 
for the true faith before you become engaged! 

Second, Jove. Take time to know one another well. Good mar- 
riage counselors advise . l “courtship should, be long and engagement 
s ho r t.” ,4 future husband or wife should be one who you are s(u;/l-e 
loves you and whom you are saye you love ! ! Such love will include 
respect and admiration for each other with reference to traits, 
temperament, ideas, and opinions. And where love for God is ac- 



knowledged by both spouses, there love for one another will be 
rich and meaningful, and there the home will be blessed by God, as 
it isi pictured in Psalm 128. 

Third, mutual interes6s in life: Where there are areas of great 
interest, similar likes and dislikes, together with proper values, 
there disappointment and loneliness will be averted, and husband 
and wife will spend more time together with a mutual. satisfaction. 

Fourth, faithfulness in wdrk and keeping- one’s word. Where 
these two factors prevail, the marriage will be stable as each spouse 
does his or her part to keep their union vibrant, dependtible, and 
strong. 

Those who are contemplating marriage in the near or distant 
future do well to take to heart the advice which is based on God’s 
Word. Let them pray fervently that God would direct their livesas 
to find the right mate with whom to share a life of united faith and 
love! Then when they enter upon the estate of matrimony, they can 
joyfully sing with the hymnist: 

“Oh, blest the house, what’er befall, 
Where Jesus Christ is all in all! 
Though all the world forsake Thy Word, 
I and my house will serve the Lord!” 

-0. w. s. 

Seminary Graduation 
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TINLEY PARK, ILL. 

on 
Sunday, June I I, I978 

at 
IO:30 a.mi 

SERMON: Pres. 0. W. Schaejer LITURGIST: Prof. H. D. Mensing 



“Are y o u a pre-millennialist or a post-millennialist?” This 
question was asked of me by a Baptist minister. Natural$ly, this 
question led into a discussion of the teachings held by the millen- 
nialists and I end,eavored to show that all such millennial theories 
violate the Holy Scriptures. 

How many of us are able to show from the Scriptures that 
the millennialists substitute their fancies for the plain W,ord of the 
Lord? To do t.his properly we must be f ,a m i 1 i a r with the terms 
which they employ. Note the following: 

KINGDOM OF GOD: In millennial language, not Christ’s 
Kingdom of Grace during the time of the New Testament, 
but a physical kingdom, established at the second coming of 
the Lord, at which time He will occupy the throne of David 
at Jerusal,em, and there reign over the restored and con- 
verted Jews for a thousand+ years, and through them over 
the Gentile world. 

MILLENNIUM: Latin, mille annum, meaning one thousand 
years, or chiliasm, which is the Greek word meaning the 

same. 
PRE-MILLENNIALIST: One who believes that Christ will 

return to e a r t h before the millennium and by His visible 
presence and power set up His Kingdom here on earth for a 
thousand years. 

POST-MILLSENNIALIST : One who believes that Christ will 
return to earth after the millennium during which time the 
world will experience a golden age. 

RAPTUR.E : Th.e sudden and secret removal of saints from 
the ea,r t h as the first act of Christ’s second advent as ar- 
ranged by pre-millennialists. This withdrawal is to occur 
before Christ’s actual, visible return, and is equivalent to 

the so-called first millennial resurrection. 

THE GREAT TRIBULATION: A definite period (often 
stated as s e v e n years) of unparalleled suffering for the 
whole world. During this time the Antichrist will rule and 
cruelly persecute and destroy all who-will not submit to his 
authority. The Tribulation will end with C h r is t’s return 
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to j u d g e the nations, which in the opinion of the millen- 
nialists is not the final judgment. 

What brand, or shade the millennialist may be, he invariably 
seeks t.o defend his position by appealing to the 20th chapter of the 
Eook of Revelation. But a careful study of that chapter in the light 
of other c1ea.r passa.ges in Holy Writ reveals that the teachings of 
the millennialists have been grown within the f e r t i 1 e imagina- 
tions of their own minds! 

No matter what brand the millenniabst may be, he invariably 
across an excellent essay on the 20th chap’r;er of the Book of Revela- 
tion delivered+ to the 25th Convention of the Southern District of 
the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and O,ther Stat.es, in the year 
1918. In order that we might be better equipped to defend the true 
Scriptural position against the millennialists with their pet theor- 
ies, we would like to share this fine essay with our readers. May the 
Lord add His blessing! 

The 20th Chapter of Revelation and Chiliasm 

The Book of Revelation, the only prophetic book of the New 
Testament canon,. in prophetic pictures chronicles events standing 
in the very closest connection with the fortunes and+ misfortunes, 
the weal, and woe of the Church of Christ militant, the one ho!ly 
Christian Church, the communion of saints. It was John who in en- 
raptured vision saw these pictures, and in them beheld the things 
which through all the centuries of New Testament time should be- 
fall the Church. John himself bears repeated testimony to the fact 
that he saw these pictures; in his record of the visions he says “I 
saw” thirty-six times, “I beheld” seven times, and “I looked” five 
times, besides using many other expressions indicative of the fact 
that he saw what afterwards he wrote for an everlasting record. 
These pictures, as they, in manifoldness, in variety, in boldness of 
imagery, and in symbolism surpassing human conception, unrolled 
before the enraptured seer’s eyes, presented to John some new act 
of God or an act of God from a. different angle, s,ome hostile attack 
of the enemies of God upon ‘His Church and the speedy following of 
some act of the retributive justice of God.. All these pictures, then, 
represent und,er symbols and in types what t h i n g s, according to 
Gad’s all-wise plans, shall befall. His Church for its welfare here on 
earth and its eternal triumph in heaven. Of these events not a few 
when the Book of Revelation was written, had already come to pass, 
others were even then happening, and still others were yet to be en- 
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acted. 

It may be well to bear in mind that John really saw these pjc- 
tures, symbolizing past, present, and future events in the Me of the 
Church of Christ; but. the events themselves he did, not see. Accord- 
ing to his own t,estimony (1, IO) he received this entire reve:lation, 
the contents of this whole book, on one day, the Lord’s day. i. e., a 
Sunday: “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind 
me a great voice, as of a trumpet saying: I am Alpha and Omega, 
the First and the Last: and what thou seest write in a book.” And 
what John on that memorable Lord’s day saw, and what he faith- 
fully wrote in a book, were the things which the Church. according 
to God’s will was to suffer, and the glories to which He would lead 
His Faithful hereafter. And we shall note that both the sufferings 
of the Church .in this present evil world. and the spiritual glories of 
the Church in heaven are visualized in symbols and figures taken 
from worldly suffering and worldly exaltation and glory. Andright 
here we wouId emphasize the fact that although the sufferings of 
the Church are represented under the pictures of temporal afflic- 
tion, they may nevertheless be of a spiritual nature, and+ becausethe 
glory of the Church is represented under the pictures of t,emporal 
joys, these glories must not therefore be of a temporal nature. 

That the Book of Revelation is unique is evident to even a cas- 
ual reader. And. the q u es t i on now arises: Is it possible that God 
would in a book of such “unique character, a book of such peculiar 
arrangement, contents, and diction as the Revelation, which closely 
resembles the apocalyptdc prophecies of Ezekiel and Daniel, and is 
without parallel in apostolic writings” (Schaller, Book of Books) - 
is it possible that. God would in a book that belongs to a8 group1 of 
Biblical books which have not been universally received from the 
beginning; a book which has not by all been accepted as a book of 
JIohn the Apostle; a book whose inspiration has by some been deni- 
ed,- is it possible that God would in such a book- and of the Book 
of Revelation all this must be said-reveal a doctrine which in a31 
other portions of Scripture is not mentioned with as much as a sin- 
gle word? Asked whether this was possible, we would have to say 
that. in and of itself it were not at all impossible: ; but if such a thing 
were probabl’e, that is a different question. And what if, it being 
un,doubtedly possible, G-od would, have revealed a doctrine in this 
book, a doctrine not revealed, at any other place in Holy Writ, would 
we accept it, or would we reject it? We would undoubtedly withal1 
confidence accept it. And though this doctrine would be revealed 
even in this book but once, that would be sufficient for us to accept 

13 



it. &t if SOIIE WOU~C? te2,l US that in the Book of Rev&tion we find 
a. doctrine revealed, and revealed here only, “ a doctrine used by Je- 

sus and the apostles to incite us to watchfulness, repentance, pat- 

ience, ministerial faithfulness, brotherly l,ove, etc.,” a d,octrine than 
which “surely no doctrine in the Word of God presents a d e e p ar 

motive fmor crucifying the flesh, and for separation unto God, and to 
work for souls, a,s our hope and joy and crown of rejoicing, than 
this d,oes,” then indeed we are somewhat astonished that the Lord 
saw fit to withhold the revelation of so precious a doctrine to the 
very last,; it would, in our estimation, be another ease of withhold- 
ing and keeping the good wine unto the last, But if, upon com.paring 
this doctrine with other clear words of Scripture treating of these 
same m.att,ers, we find that this supp:osedly revealed doctrine is con- 
trary to the Word of God, then we must say : Such a d,oetrine can 
impossibly be reveal,ed in the Book of Revelation. For that is certain 
that the siymbols and figures emplo,yed so freely in this book do not 
give us the 1 i be r t y to construe any figure, phrase, or word into 
meaning anything not in accordance with the clear words of Holy 
Writ. In such a. ease we would not improperly apply the words of 
St. Paul (Gal. 1,8) : “But th.ough we or a.n angel from heaven preach 
any other gospel unto you than we have preached unto yo,u, let him 
be accursed.” 

Now there is such a doctrine, claiming for its basis a word of 
the Book of Rievelation, a doctrine, not only not found, anywhere 
else in Scripture except, as is claimed, in this one place, Rev. 20, 
and which is frankly admitted by such as proclaim this doctrine, 
but, alas ! a doctrine-and this its advocat,es will not admit- con- 
trary to Holy Scripture not in o:ne place only, but in innumerable 
passages. That is the doctrine of the differences in the time: for the 
resurrection of the just from that of the unjust. On this doctrine 
there is built up, and from this doctrine, as from a root, there ha,s 
grown, a system of doctrines which we are accustomed to call the 
Doctrine of the MiUennium, or the doctrine of the thousand years 
of glorious reign of the just here upon earth before the resurrection 
of the unjust on the last day. The Millennium is thus defined by 
one of its adherents, W@. E. Bla.ckstone, in Jest Is Coming: “‘!Mil- 
1,ennium (Latin) is the same as Chiliad (Greek), and both mean a 
thousand years. Both terms stand for the doctrine of a future era of 
r i g h t e o u s government upon the earth, to last a thousand years.” 
And what the expectations of these people are is set forth by the 
same author in these words : “Premillennial Christians” (and he is 
one) “hold that our Lord Jesus Christ is the Messiah; that He is to 
return to the earth and overthrow Satan, all ungodly government 
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and lawlessness, and. establish a kingdom or righteousness, having 
the Church, with Himself as sovereign, Jerusalem as the capital, re- 
gathered and converted Israel as the center, and all nations includ 
ed in a universal, world-widse kingdom of pure a,nd blessed govern- 
ment.” This doctrine of the Millennium, according to its adherents, 
is taught throughout the Scriptures, although the basis, the founda- 
tion, of this doctrine, namely, the i n t e r v a 1 of time between the 
first resurrection and, a general resurrection, is found only once in 
Holy Writ, to wit, in Revelation 20. 

If Rev. 20 teaches such a doct’rine, then by all means let us 
discontinue our condemnation of this doctrine as a false d&rine, 
and in the same measure in which we have heretofore opposed it let 
us then unconditionally espouse it. But if Rev. 20 does not teach this 
doctrine, if this admittedly one and only passage does not teach St, 
then we are justi,fied in our opposition, and then our countenance 
shoul’d be boldly set against it, and our testimony should not cease, 
lest, if we remain silent we become guilty of the ruin of souls. Our 
dear Lutheran Church has always taught that Rev. 20 does not af- 
ford a single proof for the various vagaries of Chiliasts, that this 
word of God in fact refutes their arguments, and condemns them as 
unscriptural and anti-scriptural. That Rev. 20 does not teach a Mil- 
lennium in the commonly accepted meaning of the term this paper 
will attempt to set ,forth. 

- to be continued - 

Luther, on Unity 
“Before all else we must be concerned about unity of faith, that we 

teach and believe the same doctrine. This is the ioy of the apostles and 
of all godly people.” -Luther 

“I know of no greater gift in our possession than the doctrinal agree- 

ment of those who teach, that here and there in the principalities and 
imperial cities men teach as we do. Though I were to possess the gift to 
raise the dead, what would it amou.nt to if all the other preachers were 
to contradict my teaching ? I would not take the Turkish Empire in ex- 

change for this doctrinal consensus.” -Luther 



LAW and GOSPEL 
REPENTANCE and GOOD WORKS 

(Primarily according to Arti& IV, V, and VI of the formula of Concord) 

by Dr.Friedrich Bente 
- continued from previous issue - 

XXVI. 

What fleshly erroneous opinion is rejected by the words “‘ne- 
cessity, “ “should+,” and “must?” The THOROUGH DECLARATION 
‘Therefore the expressions or propositions mentioned (that good 
works are necessary, and that iit is necessa,ry to do good) are US- 
justly, censured and rejected in this Christian and @roper sense,as 
‘has been done by some; for they are employed @nd used with pro- 
priety to rebuke and reject the secure, Epicurean idelusion, by 
which many fabricate for th,emselves a dead faith ‘or delusion which. 
is without repentince and without good works, as though they could 
be in a heart true faith8 and at the same time the wicked inter&ion 
to persevere and c o n t in u e in sins, wh.ich is impossible; or, as 
though one could, indeed, have and retain true faith, righteousness, 
and salvation even though h.e be and remain p corrupt and unfruit- 
ful tree, whence no good fruits whatever com.e, yea, even th:ough he 
persist in sins against conscience, or purposely engages again in 
8hese sins,- all of wh,ich. is incorrect an,d false.” (943, 15.) 
The EPIT.OME: “For especially in these last times it is no less need- 
ful toi admonish men to Christian discipline (to the way of living 
aright and godly) and good works, and remind t:hem- .how necessary 
it is that they exercise themselves in good works as a declaration of 
their faith and grutibude to God, than that “the works be not mingik 
ed in the article oif justification; because men muy be damne,d by an 
Epicurean delusion con,cerning faith, as well as by papistic and 
Ph.azisaic confidence in their own works ‘atid merits. We also reject 
.and condemn the dogma that the saints and elect retain the IToly 
Ghost even though they fall into adultery and other ‘sins and persist 
therein.” (801,18-l 9.) 

Works must not be mingled in the article of justification. Whor 
ever papistically, and pharisaically depends on his own good works, 
will be lost. The path of pure grace is the only way to salvation, not 
merely a way. The Gospel confronts a person with the, assuranceof 



complete, but also the only salvation. Christ is not only a Savior, 
but the only Savior. There is salvation in none other. Whoever be- 
lieves on any other thing and. not on Him alone, he will die in his 
sins. He that does not believe will be condemned. God’s grace and 
forgiveness is entirely independent of our good works. Allone thru 
faith are we righteous and save~d before God. If this truth is lost, 
then everything is lost, then Christ and salvation and everything is 
gone, we then sink back into the night and& lost condition of heathens. 

It is no less important, especially in these last times, when one 
is frequently satisfied with just a pretended, and hypocritical Ch,ris. 
tianity, it is also necessary to admonish and to remind the people 

concerning good works, showing them how important it is that 

they exercise themselves in good works in order to demonstrate 
their faith and show their gratitude toward God. How so? Because 
through a mere delusion of faith no one take,s hold of Christ and 
grace, no one becomes righteous and saved. Such an Epicurean de- 

lusion concerning faith it is, however, when one is satisfied with a 
faith which is without repentance and good works. This is folly be- 
cause such a faith is imagined and fancied but does not really exist. 
Such a faith exists alone in the imagination. Not as though works 
constituted. the essence of faith, either entirely or partly, but be- 
cause they are effects and results, without which faith cannot exist 
and, remain. It is impossible that a person really, has the truefaith 
and righteousness and salvation if he remains a corrupt, unfruitful 
tree. For it is the very nature of faith that it has an aversion to 
sin; on the other hand, a hearty pleasure and. inclination for good. 
Accordingly, where a heart is still full of dislike for good works and 
is ruled by the desire for evil, there also no faith can be present. A 
faith which remains without good works is a dead head-and-lip 
faith, which neither takes hold of nor possesses the forgiveness of 
sins. Accordingly good works are necessary because they belong to 
faith as inevitable fruits, and because a faith which does not have 
such fruits thereby demonstrates that it is only a pretended and no 
real faith. A fire which does not light up and give warmth is not 
real but only a fictitious fire. A tree which does not produce leaves 
and fruits is no tree but dead wood which no longer draws nourish- 
ment out of the earth. A body in which absol,utely nothing moves 
and stirs is no real body but a corrpse, an organism which no longer 
produces also no longer assimilates, and is in a state of dissolution. 
So also a faith which remains without works, is no real faith but 
only a shadow picture of fantasy, which does not want anything, 
does not take hold of anything, and therefore also does not ha,ve 
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Christ and His grace. 

These expressions, “necessity,” etc., are rightly used in connec- 
tion with the good works of Christians in order also to rebuke the 
analogous, destructive folly that Christians cannot again 1,ose their 
faith and the indwelling of the Holy Ghost through deliberate sins. 
As mentioned before, Christians should rather be reminded of the 
truth that they can destroy faith through sins against the con- 
science and are able to drive out the Holy Ghost. It is altogether 
impossible that in a heart there might be and remain true faith 
and at the same time the evil intention to remain in sin. Through 
a life of sin faith is destroyed, and grace which it embraces is then 
lost. Where sin again takes over the rule there the, old Adam has 
strangled the new man. The certainty of God’s grace and forgive- 
ness is found only with such a person who by the grace of God 
lives an upright life. However, it is self-understood that even for 
Christians wa.rnings against sin and simi1a.r admonitions to good 
works are, in no way superfluous. 

-to be continued - -Submitted by J.A.S. 

By the grace of God the faculty and stud,ents of our Seminary 
have completed the work of the first semester. Final examinations 
were given during the first week of February, and, a semester break 
took place the following week. For blessing our labors, granting us 
good health, and keeping His protecting hand over us we thank 
our heavenly Father. 

The second semester began on Monday, February 13th, and 
God wil,ling, will conclude on June 9th. Classes are arranged so as 
to take into account the necessary secu1a.r schedules of the students. 
They are held on Monday and Thursday n i g h. t s and on Friday 
morning. 

During the second semester Prof. H. David Mensing is tea.ch- 
ing New Testament Greek (Grammar) and, a supervisory Homilec- 
tics course. Prof. 0. W. Schaefer teaches Dogmatics I, Symbolics I, 
New Testament Isagogics, Pastoral Theology, and a supervisory 
Homiletics course. Most of these classes are being taught on an ac- 
celerated basis. To gain practical experience Students David T. Men- 

18 



sing and Randall Styx assisted with the liturgy and also preached 
in mid-week Lenten services at Peace Lutheran Church and both al- 
so had opportunity to dehver sermons in the Sunday services. Their 
Christ-centered messages are truly edifying and are delivered with 
deep conviction. 

As we move ,into the last months of this year’s Seminary work, 
we are looking forward, with great anticipation to our second grad- 
uation s e r v i c e, to be held in the Sunday service on Jmw 11 th, at 
Pea.ce Lutheran Church, Tinley Park, for Mr. Randpall D. Styx, who 
will have completed the work of the theological curriculum at that 
time. H.e will then be a Candidate of the Reverend Ministry (c.r.m.) 
and as such eligible to receive a call. However, no congregation in 
o,ur Conference should ta,ke action in this regard until it has receiv- 
ed official word from the Administration of our Seminary. We wish 
all our Conference members could. be present on this sole~mn occa- 
sion to share in our joy and worship as we praise almighty God for 
enabling Mr. Styx to reach this goal of the highest office on earth- 
the Christian ministry. May the Lord’s richest blessings att*end his 
future lab#ors in His service ! Remember the date of this. graduation: 
June I 1 th, and include this special service in your prayers ! 

With sincere t h an k s to all for fervent prayers and generous 
gifts in the past, may the Lord bless US all as we continue praying 

and giving for this vital work so that, as the Preface to the Book of 
Concord* stat,es, “the pure doctrine and the profession of our faith 
may, by the help of the Holy Ghost, be preserved and propaga.ted 
also to our posterity until the glorious advent of Jesus Christ, our 
only Redeemer and Savior.” 

-0.w.s. 
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