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This year’s Convention was of special significance to the members of the Concordia Lutheran Conference, for it marked the 25th
Anniversary of our Conference. Most appropriately, therefore, the
theme of the Convention was: “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us”
(I Sam.uel.7 92).
This Silver Anniversary Convention of our Conference was
held at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Seattle, Washington, June
25-27. The opening Convention Service was conducted by President
0. W. Schaefer who preached the sermon on the basis of I Samuel
‘?:I2 and Pa st or Bloedel who served as the liturgist. In the Sunday
morning communion service the Convention heard Pastor H. D.
Mensing from Tinley Park, Illinois, deliver the sermon on the basis
of 2 Feter I: 16-21, with Pastor P. R. Bloedel again serving as liturgist for the service.
This year we were particularly grateful to our dear heavenly
Father for making it possible for us to have a full complement of
pastors and lay delegates at our Silver Anniversary Convention.
The Convention Essay, “OUT Anniversary Study,” was presented in two parts. Pastor M, L. Batterer presented Part I “Reflections om,t;he PcLs~,” and Pastor J. W. Luedtke presented Part II,
“Goals for the Future.”

The Praesid.ium announced that Trinity Lutheran Church in
the Coos Bay area, Oregon, had requested to be received into the
membership of our Conference. Having examined their Constitution and finding it to be in accord with Scripture, the Praesidium
recommended that the congregation be received into .membership.
This recommendation was unanimously approved. The two laymen
present, Mr. Loren Dirksen and Mr. Ted Fischer, were immediately
seated as delegates.
The Convention gratefully acknowledged the gifts received for
our Seminary library. One was an electronic piano donated by M+.
Julius Schmitt which was turned into cash so as to enable our Seminary 1,ibrary to purchase a set of Luther’s works in English; the
other gift was a thousand dollar check received from Mrs. E. W.
Sieving in memory of her husband.
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The following were elected for the coming year:
PRESIDENT: Rev. H. D. Mensing
VICE-PRESIDENT: Rev. 0. W. Schaefer
SECRETARY: Rev. J. W. L,uedtke
TREASURER: Mr. Randall SOyx
BOARD MEMBERS,-AT-LARGE
MID-IVEST : Mr. Clayton Palmquist
WEST: Mr. Walter Fischer

Comm.ittee consists of Pastor Natterer, editor;
Pastor P. R. Bloedel, assistant editor; and Mr. Gerald Luedtke, business manager. The Committee on Theologtial Education consists of
Pastor Natteyer, Pastor P. R. Bloedel, Mr. Kent Frerichs, Mr. Ted
D. Fischer. The Committee on Missions consists of Pastor J. W.
Luedtke, Pastor 0. W. Schaefer, Mr. Julius Schmitt, Mr. Walter
Fischer, Mr. Loren Dirksen. The Commitbee on, Lzcth&*an Union consists of Pastor 0. W. Schaefer, Pastor J. W. Luedtke, Pastor H. D.
Mensing, Mr. Victor Bloed,el. The Publishing Mouse Board of Contrd consists of Pastor P. R. Bloedel, Pastor M. L. Natterer, Mr.
R.onal#dSchlaht, Mr. Victor Bloedel, Mr. Paul Luedtke. The Finance
Committee consists of Mr. Randall Styx, Mr. Glen Frerichs, Mr.
Dale Ellis, Mr. LoTen Reil.
The Edifiorial

Upon recommendation of the Committee on Lutheran Union
the Convention took some decisive stops toward d,oing everything
possible, in harmony with the Word of God, to reach out and to meet
with Lutheran pastors and congregations outside of our fellowship
with the endeavor to find Scriptural one-mindedness and to, encourage a God-pleasing fellowship.
&on the suggestion received from the Board of Directors the
Publishing House Board of Control urged that the subscription rate
of our ,Concclrdia Lutheran be raised from $2.00 a year to $3.00 a
year. The Convention heartily approved this first price increase for
our periodical in 25 years !
In view of the severe drought being experienced by our brethren in Wil.mot, South Dakota, the Convention sang Hymn 571, read
Psalm 33 responsively, followed by a petition to the Throne of Grace
beseeching God to grant refreshing rain to the drougt-stricken area.
The Committee on Theological Education presented suitable
Guidelines for the Administration
of the Professors’ Retirement

Fund. These guidelines were also accepted by the Convention.
An invitation

was received from Sk Stephen’s Lutheran Chwrclz,
Wilmot, So&h Dakota, to host the 197’7 Convention. This invitation
was accepted with thanks.
For the lovely cool weather, the inspiring sermons, the inst’ructive essays, the mutual encouragement of the brethren, the kind hospitality of the host congregation, the brotherly spirit pervading the
Convention-we
praise and magnify our dear heavenly Father
through odr Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church !
-Rev

M. L. Natterer,

Secretary

VI. THE MISSOURI SYNOD AFTER 25 YEARS OF
HETERODOXY
You have heard the story of the camel getting his head into the
tent-soon the entire animal was in the t.ent so that there was no
room left for the original occupant. So it was with the errors which
were tolerated in the Missouri Synod over 25 years ago-innocent
enough, like the camel’s head, errors merely i.n the area of church
fellowship and prayelr fellowship. But NOW the entire camel, humps
and all, ha.s filled the tent of the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod.
Through the pen of the Apostle Paul, the Lord, Jesus puts it this
way: “A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump,” I Cor. 5: 6. How
thoroughly a little yeast permeatess and. changes the appearance of
a lump of dou.gh! Many of us remember how our mothers placed a
large pan of bread dough on the open warming closet door of the
old coal-wood range and how, because of the yeast (leaven), that
lump of dough would swell and finally overflow the pan and, even
start falling toNward the floor. Yes, the yeast had its effect on the
entire lump.
Since the time when the Missouri Synod, through
ium, began to tolerate error in doctrine and practice
promote it by adopting a policy of compromise with
Common Confession, false doctrine has so permeated
65

its Praesidand even to
error in the
the s y no d

so that it is no longer recognizable as the synod which at one time
stood so sol.idly and firmly on the Scriptures alone. The errors which
are now tolerated in the Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod have
corrupted almost every doctrine of the Bible: On HOLY ,%‘RIPTUR:E. The Bible contains errors and contradictions. Many of the
miracles recorded in the Bible may never have happened. Many of
the words of Christ quoted in the New Testament were added by the
early church. The tralditions of the church and, the testimony of
Ch’ristians today may be just as inspired as the Bible. On CREATION. The creation story may be regarded as symbolical and therefore the teaching of evolution should be permitted. Ad.am and Eve
were not necessarily real persons. Man could well have developed
from some ape-l’ike creature. On the VIRGIN EIRTH OF CHRIST.
Christ was not necessarily born of a virgin in the biological sense.
The virgin birth of Christ may have been added to the Bible by the
of the SOUL. The immortalearly church. On the I%!MORTALITY
ity of the soul is not a Christian, Biblical teaching. On the RESURRECTION of the BODY. The carpse is buried, never to ri.se again..
That the tomb of Christ was empty on the first Easter morning is
doubtful. On the SUESTITUTIONAL
SATISFACTION
of CHRIST
(Vicarious Atonement). God’s w r a t h over against sin was not
really appeased. We do not know to whom the Ransom. for sin was
paid. On the DEITY of CHRIST. The teachin,g that Jesus is God
was developed b,y pious Christians and. is not taught in the Bible.
Jesus is not omniscient. On the WAY to HEAVEN. Non-Christians
may get to heaven without faith in Christ if they are sincere followers of their religion. On MISSION WORK. Social welfare work
should be one of the principal purposes of Christian missiolns. On
the CHURCH. The body of C,hrist, in a sense, may include hypocrites and is not really invisible. Many in the Luthe.ran Church-Missouri Synod favor the present Ecumenical Movement and sponsor
the Billy Graham Crusades. Many believe that pre-marital sexual
relations may not be sinful, that homosexuals should be received at
the Lord’s Table and should be permitted to serve as pastors even
tho.ugh they are not penitent, that abortion upon demand may be
recommended and favored, that the modern to n g u e s movement
should be condoned, and that women shoul,d be ordained into the
Holy Ministry.
Down through the years little solpiswere thrown to the conservatives in the synod to make it look as though the synod. was returning to the Scriptural position- but never did these pacifiers bring
the s,ynod back again to its original orthodoxy-and
the leaven
continued to work. Conservatives became l.iberal without even real66

izing it and became dupes of synod rather than ambassadors for
Christ and His pure Word. The most :recent sop thrown to the “conservatives” was the discharge of four liberal district presidents.
Four bullocks have been offered and now everything is supposed. to
be straightened out or is in the process of being cleansed when for
over 25 years the leaven of false doctrine has been working in the
congregations and in the seminaries, and the “whole head is sick !”
NQW the conservatives evidently think that things are really beginning to be done. Even a pastor who left the Missouri Synod Byears
ago has returned to the Synod with his congregation and urges others t;> follow his example. It is almost unbelievable how one who had
resigned from the Missouri Synod because of the toleration of errors so many years a.go can return under present circumstances.
We are reminded of the words which the Lord Jesus speaks through
the Apostle Peter of the “dog” that “is turned to his own vomit
again ; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire!”
(II Peter 2 32.)
Certainly, we recognize a difference between one who finds
himself in a heterod,ox church body and is testifying against the
false teaching in that body with the end in view that he will leave it
if these errors continue to be tolerated-and
another who joins a
heterodox fellowship with full knowledge of the errors in doctrine
and practice taught and tolerated in that fellowship but sal,ves his
conscience with the man-made notion that he can help that body
with his testimony by joining it contrary to the Word of God in Romans 16: 17,18.
To cleanse the Missouri Synod every pastor should be questioned so as to establish oneness in faith that. the synod may again with
one heart and one mouth glorify the God of our salvation even as
the Lord says in I Cor. 1 :lO, “NOJWI beseech you, brethren, by the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the sa,me thing,
and that there be no divisions among you ; but that ye be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”
-

to be continued

-

-P.R.B.
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XVII.
In the controversies after Luther’s death, where were all Lutherans agreed so far as the doctrine of good works is concerned? The
THOROUGH
DECLARATION
answers : “First, there is no controversy anz-ong od,~fiheologians comerning the following poin.ts in this articl.e,
numely: that it is God’s <will, order & command. t.hat believ,ers sh.ould
walk ,in good works; a,nd that truly good works aye not those which
eve,ry one contrives himself, from a good intention, or which are
done according to traditions of men, but those which God Himself
has prescribed awd commanded in His Word; also, that truly good
works are done, n.ot from our own, natural powers, but in this way:
when the person by faith,:is reconciled with God and‘ rene,wed by the
Holy Ghost, or, as Paul says, is ‘created anew in Christ Jesus to goo&
works,’ Pet. 2, 10. NO:Yis there a controversy as to how and zohy the
good works of believers, although in this flesh they are impure anld
incomplete, are pleasing a,nd acceptable to God, namely, for the sake
of the*Lord Christ, by far’tih, because the person is acceptable to God.
For the works which pertain to the maintenance of externa.1 discipline, which are also done by, and required of, t,he unbelieving a,nd
unconverted, although conzmendable ,before the world, and besides
rewarded by God in this wo,rld with temporal blessings, are nevertheless, beca*usethey do not proceed from true faith, in God’s sighit
sins, that is, stained with sin, and are,rega@de,d by God as sins and
impure on account of the corrupt nature and because the person is
not reconciled with!God. ‘For a corrupt tree cannot bring forth good
fruit,’ Matt. 7, 18, a.s 4t is also 2oritten Roan. I.& z?z?:‘Whatsoever is
not of faith is sin.’ For’the person must first be a,ccepted of God, an,d
that for the sake of Christ alone, if also the works of that person are
to please Him.’ (939,~~8.)
The EPITOME teaches: “That good works
certainly and without doubt follow true faith, if it 4s not a dead
faith, as fruits of a good tree.” (797, 6.)

Accordingly, the Lutherans we.re united in the following points :
1. That it is God’s will, order, and command that the believers do

good works; 2. That only those are good works which God has corn-manded; 3. That the person must be reconci1e.d with God and newly
created before he is abl,e to do good works ; 4. That faith is the moth.er of all good works ; 5. That good works. “certainly follow true
faith,...as fruits of a good tree”; 6.. That the good. works, although
they are still imperfect, nevertheless please God for the sake of
Christ, ; 7. That honorable works of the unbelievers, which before
the world are praiseworthy and also are rewarded by God in this
life ; are in the sight of God sin and unclean ; 3. That the good works
of a Christian are not necessary for justification,
(799, 7 ;,compare
943, 13.) On the other hand, the Lutherans were not altogether united, particularly in the following questions : .I. Whether good works
are necessary for salvation; 2. Whether good works-are danger&s
to. salvation ;~3.Whether the expression was fitting;, Good works are
“necessary,” “needful,” Christians are “‘obliged,” “should,” and
“must” do good works ; 4. How the expression is to be understood:
Christians “freely,” “ willingly” do good. works.
Sanctification and good works dare not be mingled witlrjustification. They also dare not be underestimated as though they’ were
just incidental, accompanying manifestations and superfluous appendages and mere pendants of our faith and. justification.‘.‘.. ‘For
‘/
though good works do not belong to the essence of justification and
faith, they are nevertheless the purpose and aim of the same, just
as the good fruits are the purpose and the. aim of the tree. Good
works make no one into a Christian ; but God makes Christians, in
order that they do good works. God has made us into branches in
Christ, the vine, in order tha.t we bring forth fruit. Ged has redeemed us through Christ and new-created, us through faith, made us int.0
new creatures, in order that we be diligent. in good works. Christ
died for all, in order that those who live should henceforth notlive
unto themselves but to Him who died, for them arid rose again. We
must be on our guard ‘against both deviations, the papistical aberration at the right, which mixes works in justification and declares
them necessary for the obtaining of forgiveness and salvation; and
of the antinomian aberration, at the left, where one does not know
in ,general what to do with good works and declares them to be unn&
cessary, superfluous, needless, or even damaging. The good fruits
should neither be despised, nor should they be made’the root of the
tree. One must not stand the tree on its head, burying the crown
and fruits, and leaving the roots stick out. This; however, is the fol:ly of the papists who imagine that a person-through his good works
‘can make himself into a good tree. As though a thorn bed-ge is able
to change itself into a vine, .or a tiger change itself into..a lamb! If

it is to bear good fruits, then, first of all, it is necessary that God
makes us into new trees. That happens when God gives us faith,
when we become new creatures. And the purpose and intention of
God thereby is this that we as new-created creatures do good works.
This position distinguishes the Lutherans from the papists, as well
as from the Antinomians.
- to be continued Submitted by 3.A.S.

To this day the world is moved and great tum,uIts arise when we
preach and confess the righteousness and holiness of Ch.rist and that
through it only are we justified and s,aved. But such earthquakes: and
tumults are wholesome for us, yea, comfortable,
pleasant, and delightful
to such as live in God’s fear and are true Christians; more to be desired
than peace, rest, and quietness, with an evil conscience through sinning
against God.
-Luther.

I

Walther’s

1848
Convention

-

Address

In the name of the holy, blessed, triune God: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. Amen.
Honored fellow pastors and brothers in Christ. Comforting and
.strengthening days have once again descended upon us as members
and servants of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in this land during these troubled times. We now know and have known for some
time that we are bound in one faith, but until now few of us knew
each other personally, and most of us had to work and struggle alone and at great distances from one another. But God has bestowed
His grace on us,by enabling us to assemble here and to witness openly by our actions to the unity in faith. Also by God’s grace we are to
be strengthened, to confess together our most holy faith, to build on
that faith, and to take our individual burdens and carry them in
united prayer before God. During the present time our brothers in
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the faith in most other lands, especially in Germany, live under the
unrest and confusion of a ravishing disintegration of all existing relationships in church and state. While our brothers elsew:here are
banished to merely sighing in the privacy af their bedrooms, we
here are able to gather quietly under the shadows of a calm peace to
refresh our spirit. Thanks, humble thanks for this be to Him who
is ,eternally so friendly and always full of goodness.
We are not here only for personal reasons ; we have come primarily as servants and members of the church, in the name and on behalf of our congregations, to consider in the fear of the Lord the
needs of our congregations and the church in general. Therefore, the
confessions we make here and the resolutions we draft are a great
responsibility. Many eyes are focused on us; some look at our actions in fear, some in hope. In general, however, our assembly is
challenged-and we must admit this without reservation-not
just
to benefit ourselves but to bring a blessing to our congregations
and to the entire church.
I do not doubt for a moment that all of you, my d,ear brothers
in Christ, have come here with the heartfelt petition to God that
our labors may bear fruit. As members of this body let us, above all
else firmly focus our eyes on the holy purpose of bearing the kind
of fruit that will be of benefit to our congregations and the entire
church. The fearful thought that our deliberations can only remain
fruitless may be in all of us-in some more than in others; I mean
the thought that we, according to the constitution under which we
exist as a synod, only have the power to advise, that we possess only the power of the Word and convictio?. Clearly, according to the
constitution we have no right to draw up decrees, to issue laws and
ordinances, and to pass judgment on any matter that imposes something on the congregation or to which the congregation must unconditionally submit. In no way does our constitution make us a
kind of papal senate or a supreme court over our congregations.
The constitution allows complete freedom in everything except the
Word of God, faith, and, love. According to our constitution (Verfimung) we d,o not stand over our congregations, but among them
and a$ their side. How? Should it not be by seizing the opportunity
to exercise a completely wholesome influence on our congregations?
Have we not made ourselves into a mere sembZuy2ceof synod by ac.cepting a constitution such as ours?
To these questions all of you will certainly answer with me: No !
You do not even need my reasoning to arrive at that a.nswer. At
the beginning of this year’s assembly I hope that you will gladly
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lend me your ears as I seek to direct -your thoughts to the present
-subject for a few moments more. Indeed, no one among you realizes
more than I do how unfit I am to step before this honorable assemi
bly and teach in the midst of teachers. But even though I am the
least among you, I am obligated to speak to you because of the office
with which you have charged.me. But I also. hope that I am able, in
the light of the limits of my knowled.ge and hasty preparations, to
stimulate you to, reflect further on this most important matter.
Such reflection will certainly be for your benefit.
The. question which I intend to answer briefly is this :
Why sh80uld and cari we- carq out our ~2uork with joy even
though we have no powefr except the power of the W0,Td.Z

The first and most important motivation is this: Because Christ
‘has. given His servants only this power and none other. Even the
holy apostles dedicated themselves solely to. the power of .the Word
and have warned the servants of-. the church against claiming any
other power.
Christ has plainly and clearly Vexplained that His church does
not resemble an earthly kingdom. To P.ilate% question off whether
IJesus was King of the. Jews, etc.; Jesus spoke that most important
phrase: “My. kingdom is not of’ this .worldi If. My kingdom were. of
this world, My servants would fight se that I would not surrender to
the Jews; My kingdom is not thence.” Jesus shows wherein the’ true
and. genuine character of His kingdom ,and His church exist when
H[e adds : ‘-‘I am born and came into this. world that I might witness
the truth; whoever is’ of the truth-he
hears My voice.” It is also
pertinent to this point that elsewhere ‘Christ calls IIis kingdom a
heavenly. kingdom. The holy apostles call His kingdom the house and
city. of God,. the Jerusalem that is above, the free,. :ongregatiom of
the first born who are written down in heaven, etc. Christ’s kingdom
.and church, therefore, is a kingdom of truth, a spiritual, heavenly
kingdom, a kingdom of God where completely free citizens of heaven
dwell, guests of -God, prophets, priests, and kings.
Who is it, then, who has the poqoer in this kingdom? It .is
JesFs Ch&t alone. He Himself says, “I am King.” “I’ am the Good
Shepherd. ” “One Man is your .lS$aster: Christ.‘,’ The apostle calls
Him “the Head over all of the congregation t which is. His body,
namely the fullness of that which fulfill ,‘a11things in :all.” .Even
though He visibly departed from His church and is seated at the
right hand of Majesty in heaven, ,we can still see how-Christ exer,

cises power in His church. According to the message He gave His
idisciples when He left them for the last time, He sa,ys, “To Me is
given all power in heaven and on earth. Therefore go and teach all
people, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit; teach them to observe all things that I have commanded you.
And see I am with you always, even to the end of the world.” His
Wo&, therefore, accompanied and sealed with the holy sacraments,
is the means by which Christ exercises the power in His church.
The Word is the “scepter” with which He rules His people and the
‘“staff and rod” with which He leads His sheep to pasture.
Christ not only declares that He is the only One who has the
power in His Chureh, exercised by His Word,, but H,e denies to everyone any other power, rule, or imperative in His church but the
Word. He not only says? as I mentioned before, “You have only one
Master-Christ,”
but He adds “You are all brothers,” i.e., in My
church you are all alike, you are subject to Me, and no one is lord
and master of anoither. Elsewhere Jesus says to His disciples : “You
know the worldly princes rule and. the kings ha,ve power. It sh-suld
not be so among ~0~4; but if one among you wants to be powerful,
let him be your servant. And whoever wants to be distinguished, let
him be your slave.”
What Christ denied to His disciples they never appropriated.
They were subservient to Jesus Christ alone and to His Word. They
said, “We do not associate with rogues or fal.sify God’s Word, but
we reveal the truth. For we preach not of ourselves but Jesus
Christ; that He is the Lord ; we, however, are your servants for
Jesus’ sake (2 Cor. 4). St Paul used the expression that he had not,
come to Corinth because he wanted to “spare” the Corinthians (2
C’or. 193). It may have appeared to many that when Paul said this
he was setting himself up as a master who had the power to retiin
or remit, punish or spare, as i.t plea.sed him. To clarify what he
meant, Paul immediately added : “‘Not that we are masters over
your faith, but rather we are assistants of your joy.” Furthermore,
when the apostle Paul presses this congregation for a collection for
the poor, he adds: “‘I am not saying that I am commanding you;
but because others are so diligent, I also am trying your love whether it is of the right kind.” Previously, the apostle testified to the
Corinthians when he sa.w that they were paying more attention to
persons than to the proclamation of the Word: “Who is Paul? Who
is Apollos ? They are seyvu&s, through whom you have become faithful,. No one should boast about a person. Everything belongs to;
you. Whether it is Paul or Apollos, Cephas or the world, life or death,
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present or future-everything
is yours. You, however, belong to
Christ, and Christ is of God.” The apostles never claimed to be the
sole executors of matters such as the election and the installation of
officers, officers who were to be concerned with the physical care
of the congregations. When the almoners were to be chosen in Jerusalem, the apostles addressed the congregation: “Dear brothers,
look among yourselves for seven men of good reputation and full of
the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint for this necessity. We, however, will continue with prayer and the office of the
TVOYYL”It says, furthermore, that “this message pleased the entire
crowd, and they chose Stephen, etc. These they presented to the apostles.” When Paul finally came to Jerusalem, as recorded in
Acts, he had gained the reputation there of being an enemy of the
Mosaic law. James and the elders did not want to make a decision
concerning the Mosaic law by themselves. They did not want to force
the congregation to be content with their judgment. As a result, the
entire church council said with one accord, “What now? The crowd
must gather, for they will know that you have come.” Also, in Acts
15, when a dispute arose among the Christians in Ant&h on whether or not heathen converts had to be circumcised, and Pa.ul and Barnabas could not cal’m the disagreeing crowd, the congregation chose
Paul, Barna.bas, and others as their representative, They also sent
these representatives to seek counsel in Jerusalem. Not only were
Peter and James in Jerusalem, but the largest group of converted
and distinguished Jews was also there. What happened? The apostles and elders gathered to consider the matter of the Mosaic law ;
however, they were not s.o bold as to exclude the congregation; all
came together and different points of view were debated. Finally,
Peter and James stepped forward and put the matter in the right
perspective. A joint resolution was adopted and put in the fozm of
a synodical letter saying, “We, the apostles, elders, and brothershave met together and agreed.” It is evident from this i.ncident how
far removed. the apostles were from presuming any authority over
the congregations. Even in the most important church meetings the
apostles allowed the soLcalled laity no less right, position, o’r vote
than themselves.
Therefore, the apostles caution everyone who holds an office in
the church to be, above all else, serious and faithful. Peter writes:
“So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder: Tend the
flock of God that is in your charge, exercising the oversight not by
constraint but willingly, not for shameful gain but eagerly, not as
domineering over those in your charge but as examples to the flock”
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(1 Pet. 5 9-3). In the same manner Paul. exhorts Timothy : “Do not
rebuke an older man, but appeal to him as if he were your father.
Treat the younger men as your brothers, the old.er women as mothers, and the younger women as sisters, with all purity” (1 Tim. 5:
l-2). The holy apostles bestow only one power on those who serve
the church in a governing capacity, i.e., th.e power of the Word.
Thus the apostle Peter writes: “Tia7hoeverspeaks, must speak God’s
Word-so that in all things God be praised in Jesus Christ” (1 Pet.
4: 11). And Paul writes to Timothy: “Preach the Word, exhort,
whether it is in season or out of season.” (2 Tim. 4: 20)
The only power we posses, m.y honorable broithers in the ministry and esteemed congregational 1epresentatives, is without. a &mbt
the power of the Word. We are not renouncing our rights when we,
as servants of the church and members of an ecclesiastical synod,
claim no other power but the power of the Word. In the church,
where Christ alolne rules, there can be no other power to wh.ich everyone must submit. Indeed: there are things which Go.d’s Word
does not d.efine and which must still be regulated in the church.
However, all such things should not be determined by exerting power over the congregation. The congregation itself (teacher and listener) should regulate these matters, free from force, as it seem.snecessary and beneficial to them.
What about those who demand some kind of power in the
church besides the power af the Word? These people are depriving
Christ’s church of the freedom that He earned for it with His precious blood. They are degrading this free heavenly Jerusalem in
which there are only kings, priests, and prophets, this kingdom of
God, this heavenly kingdom of truth, to a police state where a person must submit to every human ordinance. They stand by Ch.risti,
the only true king, as far as His kingly crown is concerned, but
they make themselves kings over His kingdom; they push the only
true teacher, Christ, out of His position and make themselves masters in His church; they seek to depose Christ, the only true head,
from His church and set themselves up as heads of His spiritual
body, They elevate themselves above the holy apostles and assume
a power that is denied to them in God’s Word, yes, a power that God
grants to no one, to no creature, not even to an angel or an arch!angel.
M,y brothers, we are entrusted with no power but the power of
the Word-not only in our parishes but especially in this assembly.
Can we become depressed, then, because no other power is granted
to us? Certainly not! The power of the Word must inspire us to car75

ry out our present tasks in this land joyfully; for it is in this way
that the church maintains its true character of a heavenly kingdom
among us. In this way, also, Christ remains what He truly is, the
only Lord, the only King, the only,Head, the only Master, a.nd our
labor and office retains the correct apostolic form! How could we
desire a power which Christ has denied us, which no apostle ever appropriated, and which would rob our congregations of the character of the true church and the true apostolic form?
It cannot be denied that congregations have the freedom to surrender their rights in ‘many things and to delegate persons who
will represent their interests to an established representative
church government, this was, and is the case in parts cif Germany.
Similarly, our own congregations possessed the undeniable
free~dom of granting our Synod, as gathered here in their name,
pom7erbeyond. the Word. Whether or not. it would be wise for them
to do so is another question. I do not think that it was wise for them
to do so because, considering the present circumstances, we can confidently hope for glorious success in our work-rather,
God’s
work-using
only the power of the Word. That is the second reason
why we can and should carry out our work joyfully even though we
possess no power except the power of the Word.
It could very well be that there are times and situations when
the church would benefit by placing decisive and governing powers
into the hands of individuals or representatives. For example, who
would dispute that the German consistories in their own time were
a blessing to the church, especially since Isaiah’s prophecy, “Kings
shal’l be your foster fathers, and their princesses shall be your nurses” (Is. 49 :23), has been fulfilled in our German Lutheran Church?
Anyone who knows a little history could not possibly deny that the
Swedish church under its episcopa,Zstructure was glo,riously edifying- especially when such men as Laurentius Petri, the fam.ous
S!wedish Bible translator and Luther’s pupil, was a bishop and the
two Gusta.vuses were kings? Hawever, if we take a look at the situation here, we would be hard pressed to find an organizational
structure better than that in which congregations freely rule themselves and yet join together to form a synod for the purpose of mutual brotherly advice, care, support, and of furthering the work of
the church in general-a synod such as we have formed with the
help of God.
If our congregations had given us full power to decide and direct in their name, it seems that it would have been very eaiy for us
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to give all our member congregations the proper Lntheran form
since all of the members would be bound by our organization. But
that only seems to be true.
There may always be congregations who use their freedom to
reject our p.roposals, even when these proposals are beneficial to
them. In doing so they are freely depriving themselves of a blessing.
But what would be the result if these congregations. by jaining our
Synod would have been bound to submit to all our regulations? In
this case the use of our pawer would result in constant discont.ent
and continual fear of hierarchical efforts. In a word,, it would cause
endless friction. In a republic such as the United States a sense of
freedom and independence is strongly cherished by persons of all
ages. It is inevitable, then, that even a well-in&ntioned
limit that
goes beyond the limits set by God would appear as an ordinance and
evoke opposition from many who would have accepted the limit if
they had the fyeedoya to accept or reject it. Suppose that all congre:gations submitted to synodical ordinances, even those concerning
matters that are not commanded or fopbid,den by God, beca.use they
were made binding, but did so with inner uncertainty and displeasure-what
would be accomplished,? In following this path many
congregations would take on the form of Lutheran congr6gations
without the Lutheran essence. Our Synod would become a huge
multi-membered machine, but it would not be a 1,iving organism;
the more the extemal structure would succeed, the more the internal life would disappear. We would care for trees that are r&ten to
the root and cultivate plants that the Father did not sow and that,
therefore, must be uprooted. We would often imagine that we aceompl,ished great things while, in fact, our works would be really
empty vessels in God’s eyes, and our apparent growth would actually be nothing more than growth toward numbness that would eventually result in death and a large mass of lifeless forms. Our main
concern would soon become discharging our own human ordinances
and arrangements ; this would consume the blessed struggle for the
true treasure of the church-the
purity and unity of teaching. Iti
short, we would lose sight of our glorious goal-- to build the true
chu,rch which has no external form but which is God’s kingdom in
the hearts of people-and we ourselves, at the very best, would soon
dissolve. In our free country there are religious bodies with strict
representative organization, and they prosper via their organization. Why,? Because the congregations are never allowed to recognize their freedom and their consciences are bound to the organization. In our Evangelical Lutheran Church, however, where we must
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p;roclaim to our congregations that the choice of church structure
is an inalienable part of their Christian freedom and that Christians, as members of the church, are subject to no power except
the clear Word of the living God; the horrible results of limiting
congregational freedom are truly to be feared, especially in a free
country such as ours.
However, we can hope for entirely different results if the only
unconditional demand we make of our congregations is subjection
to the Word, a demand to which we are also subject. That hope is
further established if we grant our congregations autonomy and
stand beside them in an advisory capacity. We must not worry that
if we follow this course of action the worldly elements of a political
democracy will intrude upon the church, that an enslaving democracy, a papacy will develop, or that we who are servants of Christ will
become the slaves of men. H,ow can this kind of democracy be an
ungodly democracy when the people use their Godagiven rights?
How can such a democracy be a papacy when priestly Christians
do not tolerate human laws that God has neither commanded nor forbidden, but must unconditionally obey only the preacher of the Word
as Chri.st Himself speaks through him when he proclaims Christ’s
Word.? No, a democracy is disgraceful when people prescribe exactly what the preacher of God’s Word may or may not proclaim;
when people choose for themselves to contradict God’s Word and in
any way hinder the performance of the ministerial office according
to the Word. A democracy is disgraceful when people claim for
themselves power to make ordinances in the church and exclude the
pastor from this power and demand that he submit to their ordinances. The preacher who fears men or desires to) please men does
not serve Christ. Such a preacher is a slave of men and diverges
from God’s Word and says what his listeners want to hear. However, when the preacher is given only the power of the Word-the full
power-and where the congregation hears Christ’s Word preached
and, receives it as God’s Word, then the preacher stands in the right
rel,ationship to his congregation; not as a hired hand but as one
sent by God; not as a slave to men but as a servant of Christ who
teaches, admonishes, and corrects in Christ’s stead. This complies
with the apostolic admonition, “Obey your teachers and foZZow them,
for they are caring for your sotils and must give an accounting; in
ord,er that they work joyfully, not sadl,y, for that would not help
you” (Heb. 13 :17). The more a congregation sees that its spiritual
leader wants it to submit only to Christ and His Word, and the
more it realizes that its pastor does not desire to rule it-yes, that
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he even zealously guards the congregation’s freedom-the more willing the congregation will become to listen to the pastor’s beneficial proposals, even in those areas which God has left open. Thus,
the people will gladly follow the pastor as their father in Christ for
their own welfare and not because a taskmaster is commanding
them.
Our synodical’ orga8nization can also exert such a beneficial influence if it attempts to work. with the Word of God and only the
Word of God. Th ere will certainly be stru,ggles, but they will not be
those disheartening conflicts which require obedience to human
rules. Rather, they will be sacred struggles for God’s Word, for His
honor and kingdom. The more congregations realize that we desire
the power of God’s Word which sanctifies all believers, and, no other, the more open they will be to our advice. Those who do not
want the Word will separate from us; those who love the Wo,rd will
find, refuge in our fellowship. If people accept our resolutions, they
will do so not because they are strange, externally imposed burdens
but because they are seen as beneficial’ gifts of brotherly love.
They will defend and preserve these resomtions as their own property.
It is true that we have no power but the power of the Word, but
we should still perform our work joyfully. Therefore, my esteemed brothers, let us exc.rcise this power correctly. Let us be intent above all, else and, in every matter in proclaiming the pure teaching
of our Evangelical Lutheran Church among us. Let us make this
pure teach ing familiar to all our congregations and preserve it from
falsification, treating it as a precious possession. Let us not compromise one iota of what the Word requires. Let us make the Word
the controlling power in our congregations-on
this point let us be
firm and unbending. If we do this, we do not have to be concerned
about the success of our work. Even if the work appears to be fruitless, it cannot be, for the Word does not return void, but accomblishes the thing to which the Lord sends it. The church was established by the Word, without any other power, and has been preserved
to this very hour by the Word alone, in spite of Satan’s fury and
madness. Throughout her history all of the great actions of the
ch.urch have been accomplished by the Word. Through the W0r.d alone the church will stand, even in these confusing times. The chu,rch
will stand until the end of time, and even the gates of hell will not
prevail against it. “For all flesh ‘is like grass, and all human beauty
is like the flower. The grass withers and the flower falls off, but the
Lord’s Word remains forever.” (Isa. 40: 6-8 ; I Pet. 1: 24) Amen.
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