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To show, on the basis of Scripture
What true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids, for Bible study and
articles
for Scriptural
devotion
a n d
meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its ful1 truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share outi
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgment
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice a God-pleasing
church
fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
us a mixture of divergent teachings but
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment.”
To set forth pertinent
historical
information
which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various so.
called
‘ ‘Lutheran”
church
bodies by
comparing
their teaching and practice
with what is plainly
recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
writings.
TO expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance
and
to keep abreast of the current happenings in the church and among the nations
as signs of the times.
TO be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any misinformation
of which we are not aware
and which has been called to our attention. Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may cre,ate a wrong impression.

“WhatShall

I Render Unto The Lord
For All His Benefits

Toward

Me?”

This question taken from Psalm 116 :12 is a very personal question b,ecause it is a question that every Christian must ask himself
wit.hin his own heart. It is particularly fitting to consider now, as
we enter the Thanksgiving season, for although as Christians we
are to be thankful at all times, yet Thanksgiving gives us special
time and opportunity to think about our many benefits from the
Lord and to render unto Him our offerings from a truly thankful
heart.
As we consider these benefits from the Lord, it is instructive to
notice the answer the Psalmist gives to his own question, “What
shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me?” His
first response is the joyful resolve, “I will take the cup of salvation,”
in other words simply, “I will believe.” There is nothing greater
to show forth the wondrous grace and mercy of God than the faith
He kindles in the heart of a poor sinner. Think of it, oh Christian!
Your God has not onl,y brought you to a knowledge of your sins by
His Law; He has not only given to you Jesus, the Savior from all
your sins ; He has not only forgiven you for Jesus, sake, but He has
worked in your heart the faith necessary to accept His salvation in
Christ Jesus and therefore joyfully to exclaim, “I will take the cup
of salvation.” Is this a.little thing to you ? Oh no !-this is what makes every day of your life worthwhile as a Christian. Although you
experience daily the frustration and troubles that sin has brought
into the world, still you have the eternal comfort of knowing that
you are no longer a child of the devil but, instead, an heir of God’s
heavenly blessings forever.
Therefore as you celebrate this Thanksgiving may it be your resolve ever better to render unto the Lord a thankful heart and a life
that shows forth His praise. “0 give thanks unto the Lord; for He
is good: because His mercy endureth forever!” Amen.
-J.W.L.
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The keynote of the Christmas season is JOY-joy
in Him who
is God’s greatest Gift to the world, Jesus, the Babe of Bethlehem.
Through the mouth of the apostle Paul we are encouraged to
be filled with that joy which centers in the Christchild, when he
says, “Rejoice in the Lord &wag!“-Phil.
4:4. The message of
Jesus’ birth is good news, the good tidings of great joy, a gl,orious
message to be spread far and wide so that it will bring joy into the
hearts of all people.
There is no greater joy than tha;t; which comes from believing
in and loving the Child of Bethlehem. He came to save all mankind
from sin, death, and the devil. This holy Infant, true God and true
man, came to redeem the world, to earn forgiveness for all, and to
make peace between God and man.
Joy in the Lord is a lasting joy. It rests on that which is divine
and eternal and cannot fade away. Despite conditions in the world,
problems in our own country, and difficulties in our personal lives,
Christmas can be bright and cheerful by viewing with the eyes of
faith the Child in the mangerbed and by rejoicing in Him who was
sent from heaven to save man from eterna.1 doom.
When true Christia.n joy dwells in the heart, all envy and
malice vanish while gentleness and patience flourish. There will be
meekness and kindness; there will be a forgiving spirit; there will
be sincere love to God and the neighbor. He who truly rejoices over
the birth of Jesus will east all his care on the Lo’rd, both thanking
Him for past blessings and trusting in His promises for the future.
In this wonderful Christmas sea.son let us ask ou,rselves: Do
I find my greatest joy in the Babe of Bethlehem or in the fleeting
things of this world ? Do I give evidence of my faith and joy in
humility and gentleness towa.rd others, or is my heart full of bitterness, envy, and other unchristian attitudes ? Is my life marked
-
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In recent years there have appeared on the book market over
thirty English editions of the Bible. This phenomenon is referred
to in the June 1971 issue of the Read:er’s Digest as “What history
may call the beginning of a. golden age of Bible translations.” In
that article the author, Don Wharton, also states that “today, the
Bible reader has at his disposal the richest selection of reliable translations available.”
This latter statement in particular is very confusing and misleading to our Christian laymen, most of whom are not equipped to
compare the various English versions to the original, inspired text,
the Hebrew of the Old Testament and the Greek of the New Testament. Yet it should not be difficult for anyone to conclude that
thirty and more English versions, each being different from the
others, cannot all be reliable. For this reason our people have been
raising questions, legitimately, about the reliabihty and recommendability of these new translations. And it is our purpose, in this presentation, to answer these questions, not exhaustively, but in a
brief and practical manner, to the glory of God and His precious
Word.
Two of the earlier leading English translations or versions
since the King James Version or Authorized Version of 1611 (KJV
or AV) were the following:
The English Revised Version (called also British Revised Version) (RV) of 1881-1885, by a committee representing nearly all
97

the evangelical church bodies in England, participated
American revision committee.

in by a,n

The American Standard Version (ASV) of 1901, the outcome
of the RV, with the preferences of’ the American committee placed
into the text instead of in the margin (or not at all) as in the RV.
Incidentally, the Divine Name Jehovah is used throughout instead
of its English translation The Lord. Although the ASV is consistently quite faithful to the original text, especially in the Old Testament,
neither the RV nor the ASV ever became very popular. They are rather difficult to obtain today. No doubt their lack of popularity was
due to their continued use of older English.
Quite apparently, th,e three most popular Bible editions in modern English today are the Revised Standard Version (RSV) ; Today’s English Version (TEV) , also known as Good News for Modern
Man ; and The Living Bible (TLB) . Following is a brief review of
each of these.
The Revised Standaad Version (R,SV) , by the Division of Chris-

tian Education of the National Council of Churches. in the U.S.A.,
representing forty Protestant denominations. In modern English,
it is in the main a revision of the ASV, embodying however numerous actual changes. The New Testament wa.s published in 1946, the
Old Testament and the entire Bible, in 1952. Also revised on several
occasions,, with a second edition appearing in 1971. In the New Testament it uses the Nestle Text rather than the Textus Receptus
used for the KJV, and this accounts for the omission of some passages such as John 5:4, Acts 8 :37, etc. Whil,e the New Testament
renders the Greek text (Nestle) with fair accuracy, there are definitely objectionable features, in both the Old and New Testaments.
(A brief further remark regarding the two sets of text mentioned
above will be included later on.) Numerous Old Testam.ent Messianic prophecies are not adequately translated, some examples of which
will be given. In the New Testament, concerning Jesus Christ as the
only-begotten Son of God, the word “begotten,” which is clearly indicated in the Greek, is simply left out in such passages as John 1:
18; 3: 16 ; 3 :18; etc. Also the rendering of such passages as Acts
20: 28 and Romans 9: 5, as well as others, seems to indicate the modernistic theological bias of many of the translators. (It is no secret
that, of the thirty-two translators, many were theological liberals.)
More recently a Catholic version of the RSV was approved for use
among Roman Catholics. In April, 1973 the t.ext of the RSV was used in the publication of The Common BibZe, including the Apocrypha, and intended for a combined Protestant and Catholic use.

Today’s Engbh Version (TEV) , commonly called “Good News
for Modern Man?” translated chiefly by one man, Dr. Robert G.
Bratcher, on the ba.sis of a Greek text prepa.red by an international
committee of New Testament scholars, sponsored by several members of the United Bible Societies, copyrighted and published in 1966
by the American Bible Society’ reprinted in 1968 under the 1966
copyright. A special edition is published by the Broadm,an Press
(Southern Baptist Convention), with added footnotes and auxiliary
material, these additions copyrighted by the Broadman Press. In
this edition there is no change in the text. TEV is the featured Bible
edition of the A.merican Bible Society at the present time. It has
been published and distribut,ed in millions of copies. (This we could
rejoice in, were it a faithful edition !) The Old Testament in complete form is not yet available. The 1975 American Bible Society
catalogue lists only Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Jonah, Hosea, Amos, Micah, and Ruth. TEV has also received the official approval, or imprimatur, of Rich,asd Cardinal Cushing of Boston, who
also gave an imprimatur to the RSV. While in modern English, and
ranking high in readability, the TEV is the least faithful to the
original text of all the recent English translations.
BibEe (TLB) , prepared by Dr. Kenneth N. Taylor,
copyrighted in 196’7 by Tyndale Foundation, Wheaton, Ill. Based on
the ASV of 1901, TLB is not really a new translation, nor a revision
of a previous translation, nor a Bible translation at all, but a paraphrase, as stated in the Preface, that is, a restatement or re-telling
of Bible thoughts in different words. While in modern English, and
ranking very high in readability, TL:B t.hroughout takes very great
liberty with the Bible text, leaving out words, adding words and
phrases, and offering private interpretations which are in numerous
instances contrary to clear Bible doctrine. It gained great popularity
after being endorsed by Billy Graham in a TV crusade. The Living
Bible now appears under this title but also under many other iXles;
for example : “The Way, ” “The Children’s Living Bib,le,” “The Living Bible-Billy
Graham Crusade Edition.” New Testament editions
appear as “The Greatest is Love,” “Would You Believe,” “Blueprint
for Living, ” “The Jesus Book,” ‘Reach Out,” “Soul Food.” There
are also portions of the New Testament under such titles as “Come
Alive” (Romans) , “Get Smart” (Proverbs), “Tune In” (John),
“Rebel With a Cause” (Mark), and others.
The Living
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ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT ADOPT’ED BY THE
ORTHODOXLUTHERANCONFERENCEAT
OKABENA
MINNESOTA-SEPTEMBER
26, 1951
Whereas, the theology of The Lutheran Church-Missouri

od has shown a progressive deterioration
ter for the past two decades:

and unscriptural

Syncharac-

a. In many a:rticles appearing in the “Lutheran Witness”, the
“Concordia Theological Monthly”, the “American Lutheran”, and
elsewhere, as well as in published pamphlets ;
b. Specifically in the so-called “Chicago Statement” of 1945,
with regard to which neither the responsible officials of Synod nor
Synod itself ever took decisive Scriptural action, and that, in spite
of obvious doctrinal errors ; and in the “Common Confession” of
the Milwaukee Convention as a corporate body, a document, which
is definitely inadequate for tie purpose of resolving differences of
doctrine obtaining in the various Lutheran bodies of America, especially the American Lutheran Church, and is in part out of harmony
with Holy Writ; and
Whereas, some of the Missiouri Synod’s leading theologians and

clergymen have repeatedly become guilty of flagrant unionistic practices (see Memorials 603 to 62.2, 625 to 630, submitted to the Milwaukee Convention of 1950) ;
Hence, we, under the compulsion of the Word of God, find it

necessary to declare’ that The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod
has left its former orthodox position as a corporate body, destroying the former unity of doctrine and practice and separating itself
from our fellowship. However, since we see no hope of cleansing
the corporate body of the Missouri Synod from its leaven of false
doctrine or ridding it of the presence of false teachers, and since
Scripture.commands us to “mark and avoid” (Romans 16, 17)) we
hereby withdra.w from said Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod for
reasons set forth in this Preamble and in our Confession of Rxith,
appended to this declaration.
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Article I

-

Name
The name of th.is body shall be the Orthodox Luthesaln Confeyewe.
Article

II

-

Con f es&on

The confessional platform of this body is laid down in The Confession Of Faith Professed By All True Lutherans, appended to this
declaration.
Article III

-

Objectives

The objectives of this Conference shall be:
1. To hold fast the full truth of God’s Word. 2 Timothy 3, 14-17 ;
Psalm 119, 105; John 8, 31, 32; Matthew 28, 20.
2. To continue to voice its united opposition against errors in
doctrine and practice, as indicated in the Preamble, Matthew 7, 15 ;
Romans 16, 17, 18 ; I Timothy 6, 3-5 ; Titus 3, IO.
3. To offer encouragement and assistance to pastors, teachers,
laymen and congregations, who are in the state of confession (in
statu confessionis, that is, in protesting membership) in heterodox
Lutheran bodies, and who share our Confession of Faith.
4. It shall be a basic objective of this Conference to use all the
efforts and abilities possible to build the Kingdom of God by the
initation of new mission sta.tions wherever possible. Matthew 28,
B-20.
Article

IV

-

Membership

Membership in this Conference may be acquired and held by
individuals who subscribe to the Confession of Faith, and by congregations who subscribe to Part I of this Confession of Faith and do
not dissent from Part II.
Interim membership may be acquired and held by such pastors
as share our Confession, but are not yet in a position to have their
congregations join in full membership in the Orthodox Lutheran
Conference.
A@icle V

-

Officers, their Rights and Duties

The officers of this Conference shall be:
I. A President, who is ordinarily to act as chairman of all
meetings and to perform the duties commonly associated with the
office of presiding officer ;
2. A Vice-President, who shall take over the functions of the
President whenever the latter is unable to serve;
IOI

3. A Secretayv, who is to keep the minutes of the organization
and be in charge of all the records, such as official documents, proceedings, essays, which have been adopted., and correspondence; to
keep membership and attendance records ; to send .out necessary notifications; and to conduct the correspondence of the Conference.
4. A Treasqrer, who is to have charge of all monies of the organization and report regularly to the Board of Directors and at the
meetings of the Conference.
These four officers, together with one member-at-large are to
constitute the Board of Directors of the organization, with meetings
held at stated times, together with the Editor of the Conference’s
official organ, to be present in an advisory capacity.
Article

-

VI

Meetings

This Conference shall meet annually, and its Board of Directors
shall meet quarterly. Special meetings may be called by the Board
of Directors.
--P.R.B.
- to be continued __
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by prayer and gratitude to Cod, or is it restless in anxieties and
tensions? Am I a happy follower of my Savior, or do I grumble and
shirk my duties in His kingdom?
0 what blessings will flow from the Christmas
who fervently pray:

story to all

Come, Jesus, holy Child, to me;
Close tight my heart to all but Thee;
And with Thy Holy Spirit’s grace,
Make me, dear Lord, Thy dwelling place?

A blessed holiday season to you all!
Your servant in the Lord,
0. W. Schaefer
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lN§TALLATIION
at Wihot,
Sout
Dakota
On Sunday, October 12, our brethren of St. Stephen’s Lutheran
Church, Wilmot, South Dakota received their new pastor, the Rev.
James W. Luedtke, in the service of Ordination into the Holy Ministry and Installation as local pastor by which the Divine call was
publicly acknowledged and confirmed. The chaste and attractive
church building was filled to capacity with members and with visitors, including five from Peace congregation of Tinley Park, Illinois
and two from St. Luke’s of Seattle, Washington.
The service was conducted by Pastor H. David Mensing of Tinley Park, who also preached the festive sermon on the Word of God
in I Corinthians 15:57-58, having as his theme: ‘!The Proper Rela.tion Between Pastor and People is Maintained and the Blessing of
the Lord upon their Work Together is Assured When there is True
Thankfulness on the Part of Both Toward God.” Noting the solemn
obligations of both pastor and people, which entail faithful hard
work and toil together in which they are to abound, he also pointed
out that in Christ Jesus our Savior God promises us continual and
perpetual V&to~y over all our enemies, for which our Christian
hearts should always be filled with true thankfulness. Therefore, he
concluded, against all temptations to grow weary in well-doing or
lax and discouraged in their work together, both pastor and people
should make these words of the text their daily triumph-song:
.“Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.”
At the close of the service, the newly ordained and installed
pastor led the congregation in prayer and gave the Benediction of
the Lord. Following the congregation’s triple Amen and the silent
prayer, letters of brotherly greeting, earnest admonition, and loving
encouragement were read from St. John’s congregation of Lebanon,
Oregon, St. Luke’s of Seattle, Washington, Peace of Tinley Park,
Illinois, and their respective pastors.
After service the ladies of the congregation served a delicious
dinner in the church basement, to which all the members and visitors were invited. The ladies too, in cooperation with the men,
had neatly and beautifully redecorated the parsona,ge for the new
-
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Dear Brother in Christ,
Words cannot express my joy that you have decided to enter
our seminary. Thanks and praise be to God for His care and guidance in your deliberations. I’ll try as well as I can to answer your
question of how best to proceed from here on.
Since you are still at the beginning of your high school years,
you’ll find it best to enroll in what is probably called a college-prep
course of study. Depending on the degree of latitude in course selection allowed by your school administration, tend as much as possible
toward language courses.
The most important language-and
one to be mastered completel.y-is, of course, English. To do this, enroll each year in an
English Grammar course. (Hopefully, your school has not relegated
grammar only to those who didn’t learn what they should have in
grade school.) If your school has a rhetoric course in the junior or
senior year, b’y all means take it. In signing up for these courses, be
careful that you get grammar, syntax, or some other aspect of writing and using English. Many schools misname lite.rature courses as
“English”. LiDerature is indeed fine and is interesting to many, but
it will not fill the specific needs you will have as you progress into
the seminary. It is absolutely essential “that you be able to use the
English language correctly and easily. Of necessity semina.ry cours&S begin with the assumption that students are well versed in using
words in proper phrases, sentences, paragraphs., and themes.
Of the other languages, I would say German is the most important at the high school level. Since today German is taught mostly
as an oral language, you should stay with it long enough to get well
into reading and translating printed material. Modernistic teachers
in the church have by and large forsaken German (as well as other
langua.ges) in their effort to be “relevant” or “in step with the times”, but for us who desire to adhere to the pure teachings of our
Lord which were restored to us through Luther’s Rmeformation and
preserved through the early years of the Missouri Synod, the works
in German by so many sound Christian teachers are of great value.
The second most important

language at your stage would be
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Latin. Not on1.y will Latin help in understanding much of English,
but it will also be of great help in understanding many theological
terms, phrases, and writings. The prospect of learning two languages may worry you a bit-especially
if you’re not linguistically inclined. But rest assured; the first foreign language you learn is always the hardest. Each new language thereaft,er is progressively
easier. You’ll appreciate having an acquaintance with traits of
thinking which are common to all languages. The more different
languages you have “under your belt” by the time you enter the
seminary, the easier the learning of New Testament Greek and Old
Testament Hebrew will be.
Other la.nguages to consider are Spanish (Many people in America today are conversant only in Spanish), Russian (Many of the
Russian letters are similar to Greek and the language may have
great practical value in the future), and French (one of the better
known world languages). One caution, however, should be observed
rega’rding languages. Don? jump from one to the other, getting just
a smattering of each. First become well grounded on one; and when
progressing to another, continue in the first, lest through non-usage
you lose what you have spent considerable time to gain. This caution is especially necessary if language is not your forte.
Another course that will help you much is speech class. Your
seminary studies will be easier if you are already able to speak interestingly and with good pronunciation. It is also helpful to be accustomed to speaking in front of live audiences. That first sermon
can be pretty scary if you’ve never spoken before a group of any size.
I was fortunate under the Lord to have been a.teacher in the public
schools for a few years before my first sermon last January.
A helpful activity, if you can arrange the time, is participating
on the debate team. Good polemics, I fear, is a dying art, and while
it’s not too oft.en necessary to be gifted in sound argumentation,
there will be times when your defense of the truth will d,epend on
how the L o r d ‘s W o r d is used in discussion, In this connection, it
would be good if you can find a course which encompasses principles of logic and proper division of thoughts.
A few other courses which will help you greatly are: Historyancient and ,especially European. Typing-whether
you learn to
type in a class or on your own, it is an essential. Shorthandthis
will save many a cram;ped hand in taking lecture notes at the seminary, where a wealth of information comes fast and furious. Business-Most congregations will have an able lay member to handle
the financial affairs, but you may be called upon to give advice; and
IQ5

after all, you will be ultimately responsible even in this. Music-An
appreciation of good music and fine composition fosters good judgment in liturgies, and musical ability-especially
in piano and/or organ-will
serve well; for example, in being able to play hynms. In
developing your talents in music, begin as soon as possible and continue to progress through your seminary years. Be careful, however,
to avoid those programs in school which too often would force religious unionism upon you.
When it comes time to enroll in a college or university, find one
where you can take a nice general course of study for two years.(A minimum of two years of college level work is required before actual entry into the seminary.) -1 would suggest you go to your local
junior college. Their quahty has improved much over recent years,
and they offer two distinct advantages. First, since most are set up
on a district basis, often in conjunction with local high school districts, tuition is generally very reasonable and you don’t have the
added expense of high-cost room and board, since you’re still living
at home. Furthermore-and
this is of utmost importance- since you
will still be at home you won’t be tempted so greatly to be absent
from the activities and divine services of your church, and will
thereby keep yourself in that necessary continual nutrition of God’s
Word and be at the same time serving a fine example for your
Christian brethren.
While enrolled in a school at the college level, your courses
should include those of college level English (gramma,r, syntax,
rhetoric, composition, and usage). The reasons are already stated
above. Expand your acquaintance with foreign langua.ges, but don’t
forsake those you already have. If your college offers Classical
Greek, you might consider it, but remember that you will encounter
some minor changes in New Testement Greek. Expand your historical knowledge. Good areas for concentration are the period of the
German Reformation (This may be offered as a German language
course-a good opportunity to keep up on your German.), and the
period of the fall of the Roman Empire. Some education on art, art
forms, and periods in visual, musical, and literary art would be
helpful background information. In the latter you would benefit by
an acquaintance with various terms and themes of philosophical
thought (for examlple, what is Transcendentalism, its proponents,
and period?).
Also at this level a course in basic psychology might be helpful.
However, one needs to be careful in this area of study not to go
deeply into its “principles”. Psychology in anything but the very
106

basic sense is dangerous, for it is a man-contrived science apa.rt from
and in many eases against the Word of God. Basic principles of
psychol,ogy, however, when used subordinate to God’s Word, can be
helpful in dealing with people as a personal counsellor and as a pastor in general.
Besides these area.s of study, take electives to fill out your
schedule and your background. It would be wise to choose electives
that build toward some specific goal of your interest, so that in the
event you yet find you can serve the Lord better outside the public
ministry, you will have some field into which you can easily go without needing to start all over again.
As soon as possible, now that you’ve made a decision to enter
the seminary-even if it may be some time yet before you’re readytell your pastor. He will keep the seminary informed of your pl,ans
and progress and will be able to guide you in your own best course
of study. You may want to pre-enroll in the seminary when you finish your high school work. Your pastor is again the p’erson to see
first He can then write a letter of recommendation for you, and you
can complete the necessary “red tape” for seminary entrance. Being
pre-enrolled you can be kept better informed of course needs for
your college years, and the seminary will be much better able to
give you as much as possible through adequate preparation for you
and your own specific needs.
Such then, basically, is the path to follow in order to enter your
seminary, to prepare for the ministry of the Lord.. May the Lord
bless you in your studies.
Your brother in Christ,
Randall Styx,
Submitted through his
Pastor, H.D.M.
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pastor with his wife., Ruth, and their three children.
Pastor Luedtke was graduated from our conference seminary in
June. May this also remind us all of the continued need for new
seminary students and for our unwearied, generous support of this
important work out of grateful Christian hearts !
-H.D.M.
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Wherein does the service consist which the preaching of the Law
accomplishes for the Christian with particular respect to his new
obedience? THOROUGH DECLARATION writes: “Si%ce the L;aw of Gold
is useful; 1. not only to the end that external discipline and decency
are maintained by it against wild, disobedient men; 2. likewise, that
through it men are brought to a knowledge of their sins; 3. but also
that when they have been born anew by the Spirit of God, converted
to the Lord, and thus the veil of Moses has been lifted from thena,
they live and walk in the La&c, and d&e&on
has occurred b,etween
some few theologians concerning this third aad last use of the Law.
For the one side taughrt and maintained that the regenerate do not
learn the n.ew obedience, or in what good works they ought to,walk,
from the Law, and that this teaching (concerning good works) is
not to be urg eld thence (from the Law), because they have been
made free by the Son of Goid, have become t’he temples of His Spirit,
amd therefob-e do freely of themselves what God requires of them,
byi the pro.mpting and impulse of the Holy Ghost, just as the sun of
itse,lf, witho,ut any (foreign) impulse, completes its ordinary course.
Over against this the oNhe@side taught: altho,ugh the truly believing
are verily moved by God’s Spirit, and thus, according to the inner
man, do God% will from a free spirit, yet it is just the Holy Ghost
who uses the /Law for instruction with them, by which the tru 1y
b e 1i e v in g also learn to serve Gold, not according to their own
thoughts, but a-ccording to His written Law and Word, which is a
sure rule and standard of a godly life and walk, how to order it in
accordance with the eternal and immutable will of God.” (963, l-3,)
Furthermore: “But we m4ust also explain distinctly what the Gospel
does, produces, and works towards the new obedience of believers,
atid whaitl is the office of the Law in this matter, as regards the
good works of believers. For the Law says indeed that it is God’s will
and command that we should wa1.k in a new life, but it idoes not give
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the power and ab&@ to begin and do it; but the Holy Ghost, who
is given and receiveid, not through the La,w, but thro,ugh the preaching of the Gospel, Gal. 3, 14, yenews the heart. Thereafter the Holy
Ghost employs the Law so as to teach the regenerate from it, and lo
point out and show them in the Ten Commandments what is the
‘(good. and) accepta.ble will of God,’ Rom. 12, 2, in what ‘good works
God hath before ordained that they should walk,’ Eph. 2, 10. He exhorts them thereto, anid when they are idle, negligent, and rebellious
in this matter because of the flesh, He reproves them on that account
through the Law, so tha,t He carries on both offices together He
slays and makes alive; He leads into hell and kings uIp again. For
His 0tj”ice is not only to comfo?*t, but also to reprove, as is 2:swrit.ten:
‘When the Holy Ghost is come, He will reprove the world’ (Which
includes also .dheold Adam) ‘of sin, amidof righteousness, and of the
judgment.’ But sin is everything that is contrary to God’s Law. And
St. Paul says: ‘All Scripture given by inspiration of God is profikable for idoctrine, fo*r reproof,’ etc., and to reprove is the peculiar
office of the Law. Therefore, as often as believers stumble, tJtey are
reproved by the Holy Spirit from the Law, a,nd by the same Spi&
are raised up and comforted again with the preaching of the Holy
Gospel.” (965, 10-14.)

Faith according to its nature is pure willingness and delight for
the good and as such it is in need therefore of no directions, admonitions, penalties of the Law, in order that it does good works. In so
far as Christians believe and are reborn, the Holy Ghost drives
them, their faith drives them, they drive themselves, and they do
not need the Law as a driver to good works. According to the inner
man, Christians exercise a willing obedience to God out of a freewilling spirit which is not compatibl,e at. all with a lefgalistic forcin,g from the outside. In spite of this, one can and must, however,
speak of an office of the Law also in connection with the good works
of Christians, as they all here on earth always and in general are
still constituted. As in contrition and conversion Christ takes the
Law into His hand and makes it serve His sa’ving purposes, thus the
Law, in the hand of the Holy Ghost also provides the Christians, after they have become believers, still with services, services also in
their Christian conduct. This office consists therein that the Law informs the Christians which those works are that please God, tells
them it is the will of God that Christians should do such works, and
repro.ves the Christians when they sin. Pleasure and willingness, ability and power to will and to accomplish, to begin and to perform
the good, comes not out of the Law. The Holy Ghost gives power
109

and willingness to do good works, who is not offered and received
by means of the Law but alone through the Gospel. The Holy Ghost,
however, who alone renews the heart through the Gospel, uses the
Law in order to instruct the regenerate informing them which
works are good, in w7hich they should walk, according to the will of
God. Thereby the Christians learn to serve God, not according to
their own ideas, according to the ideas of the old Adam, but according to the written Law and Word. The Holy Ghost also exhorts the
Christians to walk in these works, which God has before ordained.
Thereby He gives them to understand that, so far as the Christians
are concerned, this is also the very will and purpose of God that they
be zealous in good works. And while the flesh of the Christians always is lazy and negligent, yes, opposed to good works, therefore
the Holy Ghost rebukes the Christian and He does this through the
Law. When we read in the Holy Scriptures that the Holy Ghost will
reprove the world, then under the term world, also the old Adam of
the Christians is to be understood. And when it is stated that the
Holy Ghost will reprove sin, that is the same as saying that He will
preach the Law ; for sin is that which is against the Law of God.
When Paul further says: Scripture is profitable “for reproof,” thus
also the preaching of the Law is here meant, for to reprove sin is the
real ofice of the Law.
Accordingly, if a laxit,y of the flseh in doing good shows itself
by Christians, or, if they stumble and fall into sin, then the Holy
Ghost reproves them through the Law. The Holy Ghost exercises
both offices in His dealings with Christians: He kills and makes
alive, He leads inti hell and out again, He reproves with the Law
and comforts them with the Gospel and makes them able and willing to do good. The ability, powers, and impulses toward the new
obedience have their origin always anId alone in the Gospel. To the
Christians, the imperfect ones, as they are indeed alone to be found
here on earth, the Law only says which good works those are that
harmonize with the will of God and reproves their lazy, stubborn
flesh. Accordingly, whenever the good works of the Christians take
place according to the norm of the Law, they nevertheless do not
flow from the Law and from the motives of the same but flow and
come only and alone out of the new life of faith, which the Gospel
alone crea.tes and nourishes. Christians do that which the Law prescribes but not because the Law demands such with its threatenings,
rather out of its own urge of faith and spirit, out of thankfulness
for the grace received in the Gospel.
- to be continued -Submitted
by J.A.S.
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The New Church

Year

By the grace of God we are entering upon a new church year.
What it holds in store for us only God knows, but despite the possibilities of trials,, sickness, and even death, His Word of assurance
stands firm: “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the’
world!” -Matt. 28:20. And He comforts us concerning the future,
saying, “Fear thou not, for I am with th(ee; be not dismayed, for I
am thy God!“- Is. 41: 10. In these and other passages we f!ind
peace and strength fob” the new church year.
Each day of this new year God will renew His contract of love
with us. In the Word and Sacraments He ..will remind us of what
He has done for us and all mankind through His beloved Son. Hpe
will recall for us how we, the slaves of sin, were rescued from ete!rnal doom to enjoy liberty here on earth, and above all, in. hea.ven.
Now there is no con.demnation to them that believe in Christ.
(Born. 8 :I). We rejoice that the terms of divine love will be repeated throughout the church year ahead.
But during the days and weeks to come God will demand, obedience of His people, saying, “If ye .will obey My voice in&ed and
keep My covenant, then ye shaW be a peculiar t;reasure unto ‘32%
above all people!“- Ex. 19 :5. Yes, we are to be a treasure of God

in our community, state, and country. We are to show forth the
love of God in our hea!rts. We are to be a light and salt in this
world. By our example others are to be moved to seek the Lord and
to discover what it m>eansto be a 20th century disciple, of Christ.
In thought, word, and deed we are to bring glory to GodTs name in
the year ahead.
How shall we respond to God’s challenge,? Let us declare with
the Israelites of old: “AU that the Lord has spoken we will do!”
-Ex. 19 :8. Nothing else will satisfy our God. But we shall need
His continual help to be occupied with the Father’s business in
this new church year, to walk with the armor of light, to be faithful in attendance at divine services, Holy Communion, and Bfible
class, to render personal service and offer courageous testimony,
and to give sac@ificially for the work of the zK)rd.
If we reflect on His mercies and cling to all His promises, we
will indeed be more than ready to pledge anew our loyalty to Htrn
and His WLord and to dedicate all we are and have tie His honor
and glory. To that end we pray:
R&deemer, come, I open wide
My heart to Thee, here, Lord, abide!
-0.w.s.
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