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RIGHTEST
and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us Thine aid;
Star of the East., the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
Cold on His cradle the dewdrops are shining ;
Low lies His head with the beasts of the st,all:
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining,
Maker, and Monarch: and Savior of all !
Sa’y, shall we yield Him, in costly devotion,
Odors of Edom, and offerings divine ?
Gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean,
Myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine?
Vainly
Vainly
Richer
Dearer

we offer each ample oblation;
with gifts would His favor secure :
by far is the heart’s adoration;
to God are the prayers of the poor.

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us Thine aid;
Star of the Ea,st, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

ll Hymn for Cpipbany.
THE cl errs
* t*lan

Church has a great treasury in its many hymns.
For every festival of the Christian year there are a number of hymns
which express: in beautiful and fitting words, the import of the
occasion, and in which the Christian worshipper can pour out the
sentiments of his heart. There are hymns of joy, hymns of comfort,
hymns that bring the Gospel in all its sweetness, hymns that carry the
thunderings of Mt. Sinai, hymns that cheer, hymns that admonish,
hymns that breathe hope, courage, steadfastness and patience.
Our Christian hymns are handmaidens of the Gospel. They have
done much to carry its great truths to human hearts, IIow valuable
were not Luther’s hymns in aiding the progress of the Reformation !
Even his enemies admitted, “The whole people are singing themselves into Luther’s doctrine.”
The hymns we all love to sing have
helped recall many a prodigal from the ways of sin, have lifted up
10s

many a fallen child of God, have strengthened others in the hour
of temptation, have dried the tears of the sorrow-stricken,
and
have lighted for weary pilgrims the dark passage through
the
valley of death !
The Epiphany season is so called, because at that time each
year the Church commemorates the manifestation of Christ to the
Gentiles. The Epiphany story is told by the Evangelist Matthew
in the second chapter. This interesting account of the Wise Men
from the East, who followed the mysterious star until it led them
to the Christ-Child and how they then offered Him their gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh, has been used as the theme for
some of our hymns. Heber’s Epiphany hymn is one of these. It
begins with the stanza:
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning,
Shine on our darkness, and lend us Thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning,
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.
This hymn, like many others written by the same author, is
full of poetic imagery and expressive of true devotion. As we sing
it during the Epiphany season let us note one point in particular.
The hymn is a grand confession that Jesus Christ is true God and
the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
We need to make this
confession boldly today, since there are so many who deny this
fundamental truth of our religion, who call Christ a mere man,
and who will not accept Him as Savior. Nevertheless, as such,
God’s Son and Savior of the world, He came, as such the Wise
Men accepted Him in true faith, and as such we confess and accept
Him today when we sing in this hymn:
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining,
Maker, and Monarch, and Savior of all !
The author, Reginald Heber, wrote this hymn in 1811, as clergyman of the Church of England, During this period he also wrote
other hymns, fifty-seven in all. Two of his best known hymns are
his great missionary hymn, “From Greenland’s Icy Mountains”,
and the majestic hymn to the Trinity,
“Holy, holy, holy, Lord
God Almighty !” When Heber was forty years of age he accepted
a call as missionary bishop to India. There he labored ceaselessly
for three years, spreading the Gospel among the heathen, until
his untimely death in 1826. While working among the heathen
he tells us, that he heard this hymn,” “Bright,est and Best”,sung
more beautifully than he had ever heard
it before.
--From
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GOLD, FRANKINCENSE,

and MYRRH

“And when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child with
Mary His mother, and fell down and worshipped
Him: and when they had
opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense,
and myrrh.”
--Matthew
2:! t .

GOLD is one of the noble metals, enduring tarnish and corrosion (Rep. 3 ~18; Zech.
13:9; job 23:lO; Prov.17:3), and fine gold is very precious (Is. 13 ~12 ; Job 28 ~I-28 ;
PTOV.

3:13-14; 8:19;

20:15; 22:l;

25:11-12;

Ps. 19:7-10;

119:127; I Pet. 1:7).

Cold is a token of royal kingship (IIChr.9:1-24;
Ps.21 :l-3; IISam. 12:30; Est.4:11;
5 :2 ; Gen. 41:42; Dan. 5 :29). Although scarce, gold is widely distributed throughout the
world, except in Israel. Paradoxically,
the Israelites became very proficient
goldsmiths,
to adorn the temple of the Lord, and the vessels used therein to worship Him (Ex. 25 :

l-40; 26:26-37; 28:1-38; 3O:L10; 36.~8-38; 37:1-28; 38:24; 39~1-43; IIChr.3:113; 4~19-22). Gold was given as offerings unto the Almighty God (Ex. 35 ~22; Num.
31~48-54; I Sam. 6 ~1-18). It also was employed to form graven images for false gods or
idols (Ex. 32:1-35; Is. 2:6-21; 31~6-7; Eze$. 16:17; Has. 8:1-8; 1 Kings 12:25-33;
Dan. 3:1-30; Acts 17~22-31). Gold was presented to the Christ Child to honor Him as.
King who rules and governs all things by His almighty power for the benefit of His believers (Maft.. 28 :18; John 18 :36-37). Ph armaceutical preparations containing gold have
been used in the treatment of leprosy, tuberculosis, syphilis, lupus erythematosus, psoriasis,
trypanosomiasis, pertussis, rheumatoid arthritis, carcinomas, and in dentistry.
FRANKINCENSE
(olibanum;
gum thus) is a clear, waxy, yellow oleo-gum-resin
deposited in secretion reservoirs within the bark of shrubs and small trees of the myrrh
family, whose natural habitat is in Egypt, Nubia, Somaliland, Arabia, and India (Is. 60:
6). These pear-shaped masses have an aromatic, balsamic odor and an aromatic, slightly
bitter taste. Frank-incense
(“free-lighting”)
is the finest of the burning resins, and denotes
holiness (Ex. 30.-l-10, 34-38; 40.-l-16). It was used during sacrificial offerings unto the
Lord God (Lev.2:1-16;
6:14-18; 16:11-14; 24:5-9; Luke 1:9), to be offered only
5 :I 1; Num. 5 :15; Lev. 10~1-5; II Chr. 26 :
according to God’s explicit command (LO.
16-21; Jer. 11:12-17), and symbolized the prayers of the believers ascending to heaven
(Ps. 141:2; Rev. 8 :l-4). It was an excellent perfume fragrance (Song of Sol. 3 :6 ; 4 :
6,14). In addition to its use as a fumigating incense and in perfumery, frankincense also
has been used as a stimulant and rubefacient. Frankincense was given to the Christ Child
to worship Him as true God, the Prophet sent from heaven (Deut. 18:15), to whom alone
all praise and glory is to be given (John 5 ~23; Heb. 1:6; Rev. 5 :12).
MYRRH
oleo-gum-resin tears are waxy, yellow to dark reddish-brown
in color, with
an aromatic, balsamic odor and an aromatic, bitter, acrid taste. The masses are found
within the bark of shrubs and small trees in Nubia, Somaliland, Arabia,
and India.
Myrrh was a luxuriant perfume (Est. 2:12-14; Song of Sol. 1:13; 3:6; 4:6,14; 5:1,5,
13; Ps.45:8; Prov. 7:17). It was a principal ingredient of the holy anointing oil, an
ointment compound, after the art of the apothecary, used to anoint the temple and the
priests during various ceremonies (Ex. 30:22-33; 37:29; 4U:!-16; A/urn. 35:25;
Lev.
10:6-7). Myrrh was a symbol of the bitter suffering that our Saviour was to endure for
our sins, was offered to Him while hanging on the cross (Mark 15 :23, cp. Ps. 69 ~21
Myrrh was preand Mutt. 27 :34), and was used to anoint His body (John 19 :38-42).
sented to the Christ Child to adore Him as the great High Priest who sacrificed Himself
for us (Gal. 4:4-5; Hcb. 7 ~26-27). Myrrh h as b een used in perfumery, as an incense, as
a tonic, stimulant, carminative, expectorant, emmenagogue, laxative, antiseptic, astringent,
vu!nerary, rubefacient, for purification
of the dead, and in embalming by the Egyptians.
-by

Walter

A. Fischer, submitted
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Who is Yhe Word that was Made Flesh”?
JOHN I, 14.

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us; and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth.

Christmas, the anniversary of the world’s greatest event,
is the gladdest festival of all the year. The faces of the
young are full of glee; the older people forget their age
and seem young again; even the sick and decrepit forget
their infirmities amidst so much happiness.

There is a reason for all this. Which ? More th:ln
nineteen hundred years ago a child was born in the village
of Bethlehem, a helpless child it was, just like the children
of to-da,y. This child was wrapped in swa.ddling-clotlles
and laid in a manger. Mary, its mother, is with the child,
and Joseph, its foster-father. And the birth of this child
is the cause and source of all this gladness to-clay in the
hearts of Christians, nineteen hundred years after it has
come to pass.
Strange, is it not? No. The story is not all told.
From heaven comes a message saying that this child is
no ordinary child. Though born so lowly, the entire
heavenly host does homage to it. Not far from Bethlehem
the a,ngelic choir, all the heavenly host, proclaim to the
lowly shepherds tending their flocks this glorious nets :
“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great jov, which sha.11
be to all people. For unto you is born this daTr, in the
city of David, a Savior, whic’h is Christ the Lorci.” This
is the reason for all this joy we behold to-day - a Sa.yior
is born ! This child the Savior! This child is Christ the
Lord, the Jehovah, the mighty God ! Why, that is the
miracle of all miracles - this child the very God ! Ma&s
son, God’s Son ! Oh, an impenetrable mystery ! Verily,
Paul’s saying to Timothy is true: “Great is the mystery
of godliness : God was manifest in the flesh.” Our t,ext
states it thus: “The Word was made flesh.”
Though it is an inscrutable mystery, the fact remains.
Unbelievers may scoff and laugh, but that does not overthrow the fact. *4nd what if we cannot understand it?
,4re there not a thousand things in the universe we do
not understand ? God be praised, we need not understand it. Joseph and Mary did not understand it. The
shepherds who heard the angel’s song did not understand it.
The wise men who came from the East to adore the Christchild did not understand it. Peter, the great apostle,
109

did not understand it. Paul, the greatest of them all, did
not und.erstand it; aye, the very angels in heaven do not
understand it : the mystery is too deep even for them; they
“desire to look into it.” (1 Pet. 1’12.) But thou.gh the
how of the incarnation of the Son of God remains a mystery,
Christian faith, kindled by God Himself, grasps the
revealed fact : “The Word was made flesh - full of grace
and truth,” and thanks Him for His unspeakable gift.
Though we cannot fathom the mystery of the incarnation,
we may learn a great deal about it. We ask:
WHO

IS “THE

WORD

THAT

WAS MADE

FLESH”?

I. He is true man;
2. He is true God;
3.
He Ztsour Savior.
I
“The Word wan made Fe&.” What does this mean?
St. John begins his Gospel thus: .“In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.” Who isI this Word ? St. John answers : “He is the
only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father.”
The Son is the Word. So let us substitute the term Son
for the term Word, and the meaning will become plainer
to our mind: “In the beginning was the Son. And the
son, the second person of the Trinity, was made flesh.”
St. Paul expresses the same mystery thus: “Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness : God was manifest in the flesh.” God became man. This is the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah, seven hundred years before
the event took place: “Unto us a Child is born, unto us
a Son is given.” And the Evangelist St. Luke, showing
the fulfilment of the prophecy, says : “And Mary brought
forth her first-born Son, and wrapped Him in swaddlingclothes, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no
room for Him in the inn.”
l
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Our text proceeds to tell us of this Word that was made
flesh that He “dwelt among us.” This brief statement
describes His visible presence on earth for thirty-three
years. On the eighth da.y after His birth, like all Jewish
male children, He was circumcised, and His name was
called Jesus. 14t Nazareth He grew up as “the carpenter’s
son.” Later on He became a teacher of the people, teaching, preaching, and healing in Ga’lilee. He was true man.
At Jacob’s well He sat down, being weary of the dav’s
journey. He asked the woman of Samaria to give Him
water to drink; He was true man. In the ship on the Sea
of Galilee, exhausted from his labors, He fell asleep; He
was true man. But why multiply instances? His true
humanity was acknowledged by His friends as well as by
IIis enemies. And Scripture expressly calls Him man :
“There is one Mediator between God and man, the flzan
Christ Jesus.99 Jesus Himself calls Himself man, the
“Son of 3fan.99 He said to the doubting disciples : “Behold
My hands and Mv feet that it is I Myself.”
Hence the
writer to the Hebrews says : “Forasmuch, then, as the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself
likewise took part of the same.” Christ is true man, the
same as we are. Only in one respect He was different from
the rest of mankind : “He knew no sin.” “He was holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners.” “He did no
sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.” So, who is
this Word that was made flesh, this Babe in the manger?
It is Jesus Christ, true man, yet without sin.

2+
“The Word was made flesh,” says still more, however.
It says : The Word, the Son of God, became man, but still
remained what He wa.s before - true ,God. We read:

“And we beheld His glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten
of the Father.” SO, though He had become man, He still

was and is the Only-begotten of the Father, of the same
essencewith the Father - true God. The angel proclaimed
the Babe in the manger to be Christ the Lord, i. e., the
Jehovah, the great God; and St. John, corroborating this
statement, says : There is no doubt about it; “we beheld
His glory,,’ we are witnesses thereof; His was a glory
exactly like that of the Father. He is in no whit inferior
to the Father. His glory and that of the Father are
perfectly alike.
And now, what is this glory St. John and his contemporaries beheld ? At Cana He turned water into wine.
That was a miracle, an act of omnipotence. “And they
beheld His glory,,’ says the evangelist. So this act of
omnipotence was a manifestation of His glory. He who is
omnipotent is God. Christ, then, is God. This glory
St. John beheld with wonder and amazement. Christ
stilled the tempest-tossed Sea of Galilee - ‘<and they beheld His glory.”
He healed the leper - “and they beheld His glory.” At Nain He raised the widow’s son “and they beheld His glory.” He called Lazarus to life
- ‘(and they beheld His glory.” The disciples saw that
this man Christ is more than mere man; they knew that
He was also true God.
Do we need further proofs of His deity? No. What
Scripture says time and again of this Jesus of Nazareth,
that He is true God, is a faithful saying and worthy of
all acceptation. God Himself says: “This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well plea,sed.” Christ, too, asserts the
same thing. When the disciples of John asked, “Art Thou
He that should come, or should we wait for another?” He
pointed to His miracles and His preaching, saying, in
effect : Judge for yourselves whether or not I am the
prophesied Messiah. To the woman of Samaria, who said,
“I know that Messiah shall come,,, He replied, “I am He
that speaketh with you.,’ Isaiah of old predicts with

I I2

prophetic vision : “ullto us a Child is born, unto us a Son
is. given; and the government shall be upon His shoulder ;
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace.” And Paul, writing to the Romans, corroborates
this prophecy by saying: “He is over all, God blessed
forever.” And St. John says: “This Jesus Christ is the
true God and eternal Life.” To the Colossians Paul writes :
“IIn Him dwelleth the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”
Thus it is true beyond the shadow of a doubt that the
Word made flesh, the Babe in the manger, is Christ the
Lord, true man and true God, one person with two distinct
natures. “Without controversy great is the mystery of
godliness : God was manifest in the flesh.” “The Word
was made flesh.”
3+
But now the question arises, why was the Word made
flesh? The text answers : “The Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us; and we beheld His glory, the glory as of
the Only-begotten of the Father, fuZZ of grace und truth.”
That was the purpose of His incarnation: to procure
grace. Grace presupposes guilt, and guilt demands punishment. We are sinners by birth. The sentence of the great
Judge in heaven reads: “The soul that sinneth, it shall
die.” Could God revoke this sentence? No. His justice
demanded the punishment of the sinner. Satisfaction’must
be made to the divine Law; grace must be purchased. For
this purpose Christ came into the world. He lived, He
suffered, He died for us to procure grace. Do you now
get a glimpse into the mystery why He became ma.n?
Man had transgressed the Law, by man it must be fultiled. We could not fulfil it ; Christ, the man, did ; but
as no mere man.could satisfy infinite Justice, Christ had to
be God. And Christ, who is God, is “full of grace,,’ God’s
grace ; this He brought to this earth.
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What is the purpose of this grace? It is the “grace
that bringeth salvation.” Christ came to save that which
was lost. So there is no grace of God without Christ.
Christ is “full of grace”; but if you are not Christ’s,
there is no grace for you. There is salvation in none other.
He Himself says : “If ye believe not that I am He, ye shall
die in your sins.” The cure for sin and its terrible consequences is at hand; but if you do not use it, you will
perish. The Physician for the sick is at hand; but if He
is rejected, death must result.
Do vou know that you are a sinner, and that you need
grace, God’s favor ? Then here is your Physician. If you
desire to be saved, the Christ-child spreads His arms
lovingly to embrace you. And it is immaterial who you
are, or what your past life may have been. Emphatically
the text says: Christ is “full of grace.” His store of
grace is inexhaustible, as John says: ‘We have received
grace for grace.” The honest, but self-righteous Nicodemus came to Jesus in the night, and he learned that
Jesus was “full of grace.” Mary Magdalene, the deeply
fallen, weeping over her sins, learned that Jesus was “full
of grace.” Peter would have perished if Jesus, His Savior,
had not been “full of grace.” Judas need not have perished; for Jesus, His Savior, was “full of grace.” And
Paul, the “chief of sinners,” lived because Jesus, His
Savior, was “full of grace.” Going up and down in Galilee,
again and again Jesus said to each penitent sinner: “Son,
daughter, be of good cheer, thy sins are forgiven thee.”
None that ever came to Him was rejected. He was “full
of grace,” and is so to-day.
Oh, says one, would that I had lived at that time, that
I might have gone to Him with my sin-laden conscience f
Do not let this thought trouble you. Though He has
withdrawn His visible presence from us, He nevertheless
dwells among us even to-day “full of grace.” He has
II4

established the ministry of reconciliation. He is with us
in His Word. His promise is: “He that heareth you
heareth Me.” You now hear of His grace, His saving
grace. This is meant for you. The Savior is born ‘<to all
people,,, as the angel said. “God so loved the world” this includes you. What are you to do? What did Mary
do? and Joseph.3 What did the wise men do that came
from the East to seek the Child? One and all, they simply
Do likewise. Simply
accepted the message in faith.
accept, believe, and thank God for His unspeakable gift.
Then you will understand the seraphs’ song: “Glory be
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men.” Amen.
From Sermons and Addresses on FundameMs
-by
Prof. Louis Wessel, I9 I8

I. WHY

A CHURCH

SHOULD
II

HAVE

A CREED

Cor. 4, 13

13. We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written,
“I believed, and therefore have I spoken”; we also believe, and therefore
speak.
Remans 10, 9.10
9. That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt
be saved. 10. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;
and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

Why should a church have a creed-? Let us rather ask: Can we think
of a church without a creed or statement of doctrinal position? This is impossible. The so-called “Christian” Church (Campbellites) has the slogan :
“Our only creed is Christ.” In saying this ,they deceive themselves. They
have very pronounced convictions on quite a number of subjects : For instance they reject infant baptism and they insist on immersion. This distinguishes them from many others. In taking such a doctrinal position do they
not give expression to a creed ? Do they not confess some.thing for which
they stand as a denomination ? And indeed a denomination that has nothing
to say, nothing to confess of how to interpret the Scriptures regarding the
way of salvation, is no church at all.
115

Of this we are made sure by the two Bible texts quoted above. To the
Corinthians Paul writes that those who are united in the faith by the same
spirit, would also speak of those things which they believe. Again, writing
to the Romans the same apostle says that faith and confession will always
go together. The verses say tha.t faith without confession is not faith, even
as a confession that is not united with true faith is hollow and meaningless.
Saving faith always must find expression in words. The true believer has a
feeling that he must “tell the world” what he has learned about the way of
salvation.
The dangers of a church without a creed (Notice that we take the terms
“creed,” “confessions,” also “confessional standard“ as meaning the same
thing.) : Now, a church that has no standards by which to judge the doctrines
heard from various pulpits, must become the playground for all kinds of
teachers. Certainly the Bible is the last and final authority,
But to say that
he “believes the Bible” is not ,enough ; the question is, of the many different
interpretations of the Bible, which does this preacher accept? Does he accept
one of the many false interpretations or the only true one? It is plain that
without a creed, the church must fall into a variety of isms and errors.
Without doctrinal principles, a church would be without safeguard against
Hence, we demand that teachers and preachers
liberalism or Modernism.
declare themselves. For this reason if for no other, the church needs confessional standards. The minister particularly must study the confessions. But
laymen also must be familiar with the leading principles of the faith which
their church confesses. How can a layman otherwise intelligently vote on
questions involvin, m doctrine, how teach Sunday-school, or lead young people’s
activities?
Not only should they be thoroughly
at home in the Small
Catechism, but a study of the Augsburg Confession is of great value to our
laymen.
Let us now hear why the Augsburg Confession was written.
II.

CONFESSING

THE

FAITH
BEFORE
RULERS
AND PRINCES
Acts 4, 18-21
18. But those things, which God before had showed by the mouth of all
19. Repent ye
his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the
20. And he
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;
shall send Jesus Christ which before .was preached unto you: 21. Whom
the heaven must receive until the. times of restitution
of all things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world
began.
When the disciples preached repentance and faith to the people of Jerusalem, the religious rulers of the nation were greatly excited. They thollght
that by crucifying Jesus they had put an end to the preaching of the Gospel.
When the apostles continued, and whorl their miracles became a sensation

among the people, they had Peter and John arrested. But there was the
evidence of the cripple who had been healed at the Temple door ! So the
most the enemies could do was to tell the apostles that they must no longer
preach in the name of Christ. The answer of Peter and John is found in
our text. They stood on the right of conscience. The command of Jesus
Do not preach the
was : Preach the Gospel ! The command of the priests:
Gospel ! The choice could be only one. What the apostles had experienced
on their own hearts and in their own lives was too powerful evidence of their
divine message. They had to speak and confess. They did speak and
confess.
So it was in the days of Martin Luther. The Augsburg Confession is
the outcome of the same kind of dispute that led to the confession of Peter
and John before the high priests. Some details should be known to every
Lutheran..of the year 1930.
In 1530 Clement VII was Pope and Charles V .was emperor. He was a
fanatical Catholic and promised to suppress the Lutheran Church in all his
lands. However, he had a war with the French king and from the East the
Turks were preparing to invade Germany. While he thus had his hands
full he had no time to persecute the Lutherans, and their lumbers grew
Besides, he needed the help of the Lutheran princes in order
tremendously.
to fight his political enemies. But in 1530 he felt strong enough to show his
hatred of the Reformation and when he called the Diet (National Convention)
at Augsburg, it was for the purpose of bringing back all Lutherans to the
Catholic Church. Preparing for this convention, which was to be attended
by all the princes of Germany, the Lutherans at the request of the Saxon
prince prepared a statement of what they were teaching. This was done
because the enemies had spread the most alarming rumors concerning the
godless and anarchistic teachings of the Protestants. The Lutheran theologians thus prepared a statement for the convention at Augsburg.
This is
called the Augsburg Confession. Its true author was Martin Luther himself.
The work of composition was done by a committee with Melanchthon at its
head. It was signed by the Lutheran princes and was read before the
emperor and the entire convention on June 25. The entire story is one of
the most dramatic in the history of the Christian Church. It is told in Prof.
Graebner’s new book The Story of the Augsburg Confession.
The reason for confessing their faith was stated ,by the Lutherans at
14ugsburg in the words of Peter and John: “‘We ought to obey God rather
than man,” and “We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and
heard.”
Even so, every Christian must esteem it a privilege not only to speak of
the way of salvation to friends and acquaintances, dut to bring the Gospel -to
the heathen and call to repentance those who oppose it, that they too might
be saved. Thus the glory of God and the salvation of souls
is the purpose
of all Christian confession.
-From
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A recent report indicates that 7.uido2~~s, especially, are the victims of unscruplous individuals who attempt to cheat and deceive
them through all manner of fair-sounding schemes. The report
states that many a wid0.w has lost her life-savings by having been
taken in by such fraudulent schemes. The report concludes by issuing a warning that widows are the prey, and in most cases the
unsuspecting prey, of such swindlers, and that they should be on
their guard.
Even in the Old Testament God had told the Isra.elites that provisions were to be made for the widows and orphans. In Exodus we
read, ‘iYe sl~aL! not afflict arq widoau, OT fatherless child. If thozc
afflz’ct them in any wise, and they clay at all u&o me, I will surely
hear their cry; and my wrath shall ,wa.x hot, and I will kill you with
the sword; and you wives shall ,be /widows, and, yo,ur children fatherless,“- 22:22-24.And in the New Testament we see, for exam-

ple, from the Book of Acts that provisions were made in the Jerusalem congregation to care for the widows and the poor. (See 6: lff)
The Psalmist writes, “The Lo,j*d prese.rveth the strangers; He relieveth the f athevless and ~wido:~~: but the -zcag of th.e wicked He
turneth upside down,“- 146:9. How comforting for every housefather to be able to say with Jacob, “Behold. I die: but God shall
be with you,“- G-en. 48121. No matter how dark and dreary the

circumstances may appear, the Lord is an ever present help in time
of trouble, a Refuge for all of the afflicted ! (Psalm 46)
Remember the story of the Prophet. Elisha and the poor widow
woman? 5Vow there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons
of the prophets unto Elisha, saying. Thy servant my husband is
dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fea>r the Lord: and the
creditor is come to take un.to him my two sons to be bondmen. And
Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what bust
thou in the house? And ishe said, Thin,e handmaid hath not anzj
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thing in thR hous&, smw CLpot of o&“---11 Kings 4 :I, 2. What a heart

rending plea ! The poor widow woman’s heart is filled with sadness
because of her plight: her husband is dead, her provider; and now
she is at the mercy of the creditors !
Death enters into all households, sparing neither rich nor poor,
old nor young. For it is appointed unto men once to die. (Hebrews
9: 27) Ah, what cries of anguish and grief are heard from widows
and orphans who have lost a dear husband and father; in particular, where such a father has been a Christian, father and husband
who sought not. only the physical welfare of his family, but above
all, the welfare of their souls. Even pious Abraham mourned the
death of Sarah, his wife. (Gen. 23: Z?) But Christians are not to
mourn as do the unbelievers. (I Thess. 4: 13) They ha.ve the priceless comfort that after a short. while there will be a joyous reunion
in the mansions of heaven which Christ has prepared for all those
who believe in Him. (John 3: 16 ; 14 :lff)
this story we are told that the departed husband had left his
widow in need. He had even left debts. Obviously, however, these
debts were not frivolous and thoughtless in nature, because we are
told that this man had "feared the Lord.” There were few true believers in comparison to the vast nu,mber of those who lived in
idolatry. Hence these believers were not able to support the prophets in the manner prescibed by the Word of the Lord. Besides,
there had been a famine throughout the land. The family required
the necessities of life, so it became necessary for them to go into
debt. What a pressing burden for this poor widow!
In

We know that there are many who make unnecessaq debts
simply because they do not want to live within their means or they
want to keep up with “the Jones’.” And our present-day system of
credit and installment buyin g is very conducive to making unnecessary debts. Surely it is not in accord with Biblical principles
of stewardship to make ,unnecessa~y debts without taking into
earnest consideration how that debt is going to be paid or whether
it will deprive the family of the necessities of life! Where debts are
necessary to preserve life and limb, as it were, that is altogether a
different matter. Let us not be so quick to judge in given instances.
(John ‘7: 24)
The poor widow had a very hard-hearted creditor probably a
serva.nt of Baa1 or a worshiper of the calf which Jeroboam introduced into the land. Surely, this creditor could not have been a true
119

believer! The widow was not able to pay, so the creditor demanded
her two sons to be sold to him. Now according to the Law this was
permitted. “And if thy brother that dwell&h by thee be waxen
poor, and be sold unto thee; thou shalt not compel him to serve as
a bondservant:b&
as an hired servant, and as a sojourner, he shall
be with thee, and shall serve thee unto the year of jubile . . . ‘*-

Lev. 25 :39ff. But how does this action of his agree with the sum13: IO.
mary of the Law ? “Love is the fulfilling of the Law,“-Ram.
This love worketh no ill to his neighbor. (v. 10) This reminds us
very much of the Scribes and Pharisees at the time of the Lord
Jesus. They insisted upon the exact fulfilment of the Law according to the letter at all costs! We hear them objecting because the
disciples plucked the ears of corn on the Sabbath Day to satisfy
their hunger. (Matt. 12 :Iff) But we hear Jesus rebuke them, “But

if ye had known what this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye .would not huve cundemned the guiltless.”

-verse

7.

In the story the widow places her need at the feet of the Lord’s
prophet, Elisha, who listens and is concerned about her need. “And
Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what had
thou in the house? And she said, Thine h.andmaid hath not anything in the house, save a pot of oil.” 0 dear Christians, if we could

look into many homes in this so-called land of plenty, we would not
find much more in them. It is true, that in a number of such homes
are lazy occupants who refuse to work ; but on the other hand, there
are scores of homes where there are not even the necessities of life
because of illness or some other adverse circumstances for which
they are not responsible.
How comforting for the Christian to know that his situation
and his plea NEVER goes unheard or unanswered! Elisha told the
widow woman, ‘Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbors, even emqty vessels; borrow not CCfew. And when thou art
co,;132e
in, thou shalt shut the doors upon thee anx! upon thy sons,
nnd shalt pour out into all those vessels, and th.ou shalt set aside
that which is full.” God revealed to Elisha how she was to be helped.

How astonishing this must have sounded to the woman ! Surely, this
called for a strong faith!
Actually, all of God’s promises are astonishing and wonderful,
exceeding our puny reason. Ponder, for a moment, some of His
wonderful promises ! “He that believeth, on the Son hath everlasting
life,“- John 3: 36. “I am th.e Bes~r.rraction and the Life: he that be120

lieveth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall, he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die,“-John
11:25,26.
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, amd His righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you,“--Ma&
6:33. Ah, but what
a difficult thing it is to accept witlzout doubting all these and the

many other glorious promises of God in His precious Word! This
is because of our miserable sinful flesh. The Lord, of course, is fully aware of this. Hence we hear Him admonish us through the pen
of the Psalmist, “It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late,
to eat the bread of so~ro~ws: for so He yiveth His beloved sleep,“-

Psalm 127: 2.
Elisha’s command was promptly

carried out. “So she went

frovti him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who
b?aought the vessels to her; and she pouyed out. And it came to pass,
when the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet
a vessel. Aud he said unto her, Thereis not a vessel more. And the
oil stayed,” that is, it ceased to multiply-the
object for which the

miracle had been wrought having been accomplished.
9:23.
It is that same Lord who so richly provides for the nations of the
world and all the inhabitants; it is that same Lord who so richly
provides for the needs of His dear children, the believers in Christ!
“All

things are possible to him that beliezteth,“-Mark

“For ye are all, the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus,“-Gal.

3:26. Whenever the believers find themselves in dire need, there
stands our blessed Lord to grant us the required help. I have often
experienced that help and I know that you Christian readers have
also !
“Then she (the widow woman) came and told the man of God.
And. he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou ano?
thy children of the rest.” Not only wa-s her debt taken care of, but

she still had plenty to live from for some time.
God does more for us than we ask or think! (Ephesians 3 :20)
Therefore, “In ev’ry condition, -in sickmess, in h,ealth, in poverty’s
vale, or aboundiNg in wealth, at home and abroad, on the land, on
the sea,-The Lord, the Almighty,
thy strength e’er shall be!”

-Hymn
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