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Lutheran we made avai’lable to our
dT n our last issue of The Concordia
of Part II of a book, which has long been o,ut of
readers the first portion
print, entitled THE DIFFEREN,CE, published
by CiPH in 19 I5 and written by
Pastor l.G.Monson of the Norwegian Synod. In this issue we are sharing with
our readers the second portion of Part II of this litile book iti the hope& that
this portion also will assist us in being better able to ‘%y the spirits whether
they are uf God/-l
John 4: I.

THE DIFFERENCE+
A Popular Guide
to

Denominational History and Doctrine+
BY

I. G. MONSON,
Pastor at Williston,
NORWEGIAN

N. Dak.,

LUTHERAN

SYNOD.

8. SANCTIFICATION.
BIBLE

DOCTRINE.

a. Perfect holiness cannot be obtained during our natural life.
Phil. 3, 12 : “Not as though I had already attained, either were
already perfect, : but I follow after, if I may apprehend that for
which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.” (Comp. v. 13.)
I Thess. 4, 1: “As ye have received of us how ye ought to walk
and to please God, so ye would aboulnd more an-d more.”
Gal. 5,1’7 : “For the flesh lusteth against the spirit, and the spirit
against the flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other, so t,hat
ye cannot dq the things that ye would.” (Heb. 12, I.)

Lutlzewn
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Testimony

:-

“But since in this life believers have not been renewed perfectly
or completely (for although their sins are covered by the perfect
obedience of Christ, so that they are not imputed to believers for
condemnation, and also, through the Holy Ghost, the mortification
of the old Adam and the renewal in the spirit of their mind’ is begun),
nevertheless the old &am al.ways clings to them in their nature and
all its internal and external powers. Of this the apostle has written:
‘I know that in me (t.hat is, in my flesh) dwelleth no good thing.’
(Rom. 7, 18.) And again : ‘For that which I do I allow not ; for
what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.’ Aga.in:
‘I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my
mind, and bringin, cpme into captivity to the law of sin.’ Also: ‘The
flesh 1ustet.h against the spirit, and the spirit against. the flesh; and
these are contrary the one to the other, so that ye cannot do the
things that ye would.’
“Therefore, because of these lusts of the flesh, the truly believing,
elect, and regenerate children of God require not only the daily
instruction and admonition, warning and threatening, of the Law,
but also frequently reproofs, whereby they are roused and follow the
Spirit of God. (Ps. 119, 71; 1 Cor. 9, 27; Heb. 12, 8.)” -Form.
Cont., VI, 7-9.
ERROR.

Ca..thoZics and B4ethodists both teach complete perfection.

The
former even claim that, by living up to their monastic vows, monks
or nuns may attain such perfection that, they are able to seZZ to
others from their superabundant stock of holiness. This “stock” is
handled by’ “the Church,” and sold to the needy, according to the Bull
i5’nigenitics of Pope Clement VI.
But the Methodists
do. not lag far behind. Wesley has written
a special treatise on “Christian Perfection,” a standard work among
Nethodists to this day, in which he maintains that “a Methodist
is one who loves the Lord’ God with aZZ his heart, with all. his soul,
with aU his mind, with CCL!
his strength.” (5 10.) “But whom do you
mean by ‘one that is perfect? ? We mean one in whom is ‘the mind
which was in Christ,’ one ‘who so walketh as Christ also walked’ ;
a man ‘that hath clean hands and a pure heart,’ or that is ‘cleansed
from all filthiness of flesh and spirit’; one in whom is ‘no occasion of
stumbling,.’ and who, accordingly, ‘does not commit sin.’ ” (5 15, 4.)
In his Smaller Catechism Dr. W. Nast says: “Can and must a child
of God, in this life, be cleansed from all sin 1 Yes. God’s commanl
is : ‘Ye .-shall be holy, for I am holy’ ; and His promise is that, if
we confess our sins, He will cleanse us from all unrighteousness,
1 John I, 9.”

-

But
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God says: -

Jas. 3, 2 : “For in many things we offend all.”
Watt. 6, 12 : “Forgive us our trespasses,” etc.
Eccl. 7, 20: “For there is not a just man upon earth, that
doeth good and sinneth not.”
Prov. 20, 9: “Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am
pure from my sin 8”
1 John 1, 8 : “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”
Gal. 5, 17: “For the flesh lust’eth against the spirit, and the
spirit against the flesh ; and these are contrary the one to the other,
so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.
BIBLE

DOCTRINE.

b. Deeds acceptable to God can be done by believers only.
John 15, 5: ‘(I am the Vine, ye are the branches. He that
abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit;
for without Xe ye can do nothing.”
Rom. 14, 23: “Whatsoever is not of faith. is sin.”
Heb. 11, 6 : “But without faith it is impossible to please Him ;
for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is
a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.”
Matt. 12, 33 : “For the tree is known by, its fruit.”
Gal. 5, 22. 23: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
long-suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.”
Lutheran

Testimony:

-

“It is God’s will, regulation, and command that believers should
walk in good works; and that truly good works are not those which
every one, with a good intention, himself contrives, or which are
done according to human ordinances, but those which God Himself
has prescribed and commanded in His Word. Also that truly good
works are done, not from our own natural powers, but ,when by faith
the person is. reconciled with God, and renewed by the Holy Spirit,
or (as Paul says) ‘created anew in Christ Jesus to good works,’
Eph. 2, IO.” - Form. Cone., IV, 7.
ERROR.

That the semipelagian CathoZic Church, whose chief hope of
salvation rests on human efforts, is the chief offender in this point,
goes without saying. At the Council of Trent the following canon
was accepted : “Whoever says that all deeds done before justificatruly sins, or merit the
tion -be they of one kind or another-are
wrath of God; or who teaches that the more earnestly one strives
to make himself qualified for grace, the more he sins : may he be

-
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cursed.” (Sess. 6, 7.) - To this C%e~,LC%, in his .Examen, replies :
“If the deeds in themselves are not sinful, how do they become so ?
I answer: The heart as God’s creation is good, but, is, on account
of sin, nevertheless called evil. In like manner, deeds which not
in themselves are evil become befouled and defiled with the unbelieving, because they are done by people who are not reconciled
with God, nor born again, but are full of guilt and sin. For God
does not judge accordin g to outward appearance, but according to
the state of the heart.” “The so-called virtues of unbelievers are not
good deeds, but sins, for two reasons : First, as to their intention.
It is a not,able saying of St. Augustine that not the deed, but the
purpose of the deed, decides virtue and vice. For, he says, true
virtues are services rendered God in the children of man and the
gifts of God in the children of man. Secondly, there is no good
fruit which has not grown on the root of love. But love, according
to Gal. 5, 22, is the fruit of the Spirit.
But this is lacking in them
that are not born again. Therefore their good deeds cannot be rated
as virtues. A foul tree ca.n bear only foul fruit, that is, sins only.
‘Whatsoever is not of faith is sin,
Or according to St. Augustine:
Rom. 14, 23. This is not to be understood of meats alone (he says)
but it is a general truth.“’ - Bendixen Ed., 92. 93.
This elucidation is at the present time of special value, since
we are so often told of “moral life,” “moral uplift,” “moral force,”
etc., where the condition is only common decency - or hidden
indecency.

BIBLE DOCTRINE.
c. That Christ might fulfil all righteousness, He also preached
the Law as well as the Gospel; but He was not a new lawgiver.
John I, I?: “For the Law was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ.”
Luke 4, 18. 19. 21 (Jesus reads Is. 61, I-3) : “ ‘The Spirit of
the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Ne to preach the
Gospel. to the poor; He hath sent Me to heal the broken-hearted,
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable
year of the Lord.’ This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.”
Lutheran

Testimony

:-

“Some theologians or monks have taught us t,o seek remission
of sins, grace, and righteousness through our own works and new
forms of worship, which have obscured the office of Christ, and have
made out of Christ, not a propitiator and justifier, but only a legislator.” - ApoZ., III, 271.
“The adversaries feign that Paul abolishes the Law of Moses,

-
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and that Christ succeeds as a new
He does not freely grant the remission
works of other laws, if any are now
succeeded Noses in such a way as ou
sins, but So as to set His otvn mc:rits
our behalf over against God’s wrath,
given.” - ApoZ., XIII,
15. 17.

lawgiver in such a way that
of sins, but on acc.ount of the
desired. . . . Christ has not
account of our works to remit
and I-lis own propitiation
on
that we may be freely for-

Enlu)rr.
It is the general. belief in the Refomaed se&s that Christ, in
the Sermon on the Mount (Natt. 5----Q, has given us “a new code of
ethics,” and that those who live according to it. are sure of heaven.
(Why then the atonement?)
The Romctrr. Cnth>olic C’hCurch not only calls Christ a new lawgiver,
but also cases those who deny it. (C~OT,PU
cib t3j’ Trent., Sew. G, can. 21.)
The Methodists claim that Christ made an “addition to the Ten
Commandments.”
(Cat., Ko. 3.)
God scuJs:Gal. 3, 24: “‘The Law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto
Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”
(4, 4. 5.)
John 5, 45: “Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father;
there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust.”
(3, 17.)
Gal. 3, 10: “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the Law.”
(Why then “an addition” 1)
-But

BIBLE

I~XTRINE.

d. The rule by which all deeds must be judged is the iNoral Law.
Deut. 12, 32: “What thing soever I command you, observe to
do it. Thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it.” (5, 32.)
Prov. 30, 6 : “Add thou not unto His words, lest He reprove
thee, and thou be found a liar.”
2 Tim. 3, 16. I?: “All Scripture is proiltable . . . to make the
ma.n of God perfect, t,horoughly furnished unt’o all good works.”
L2ctherm

Te,stimony : -

“Thi.s doctrine of the Law is needful for believers, in order that
they may not depend upon their own holiness and devotion, a.nd
under the pretext of the Spirit of God establish a self-chosen form.
of divine worship, without God’s Word and command, as it is written:
‘Ye shall not do . . . every man whatsoever is right in his own eyes,’
etc., but ‘observe and hear all these words which I command thee.’
‘Thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish therefrom.
(Deut. 12,
8. 25. 32.)” -Form..
Cmw., T’I, 90.

ERROR.

Besides the Cat1~&~, with their doctrine of evangelical counsels
and consequent superabundant works, the worst errorists in this
doctrine are the Romanizing, legalistic, and pietistic Jfethodists.
Who has not heard the claim that traveling on Sunday, indulging
in innocent recreation, smoking, as well as every. use of liquor, are
reprehensible, sinful acts ? (See Doctrines and Discipline, chaps. 2. 3.)
Nearly all Reformed sects are prone to legalism, and try to serve
God through the commandments of men. (Matt. 15, 9.)
But

God says: -

Cal. 2, 16-23 : “Let no man, therefore, judge you in meat, or
in drink, or in respect of an holy-day, or of the new moon, or of the
Sabbath days ; which are a shadow of things to come; but the body
is of Christ. Let no man beguile you of your reward, in a voluntary
humility and worshiping of angels, intruding into those things ,which
he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not holding
the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands have nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of
God. Wherefore, if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of
the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances (touch not ; taste not; handle not; which all are to perish
with the using), after the commandments and doctrines of men?
Which things have indeed a show of wisdom in will-worship,
and
humility, and neglecting of the body, not in any honor to the satisfying of the flesh.”
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly that in the
1 Tim. 4, I-5:
latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils ; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having
their conscience seared with a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and
commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be
received with thanksgiving
of them which believe and know the
truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused,
for it is sanctified by the Word
if it be received with thanksgiving;
of God and prayer.”
BIBLE

DOCTRINE.

e. No one becomes a Christian through good deeds, but no one
can ignore the divine Law and remain a Christian.
Titus 3, 5: ‘Wet by works of rightSeousness which we have done,
but according to His mercy He saved us.”
Rom. 3, 20. 28: “Therefore, by the deeds of the Law there shall
no flesh be justified in His sight. Therefore we conclude that a man
is justified by faith, without the deeds of the Law.”
&!att. 5, 16 : “Let your light so shine before men that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”

-
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Eph. 2, lo: “For we are HIis workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.”
lAtheran

Testimon~y : -

9Ve teach that it is necessary to do good works; not that we
may trust that we deserve grace by them, but because it is the will
of God that we should do them. By fait,h alone is apprehended remission of sins and grace. And because the Holy Spirit is received
by fai.th, our hearts are n.ow renewed, and so put on new affections,
so that they are able to bring for.th good works.” ;- ATug&. &I$.,
xx, 27-29.
The reason for doing good works Che,rn&x explains as follows :
“Such are not urged or done as t’hough it were necessary to augment
or replace the righteousness or salvation of Christ, which we accept
by faith.
For righteousness a.nd salvation must be present before
a single good deed can be done. The tree must be good before it. can
bring forth good fruit. (Matt. 12, 33.) Thus, necessarily, good fruit
will follow wh.ere there is true faith, righteousness, and salvation.
Where, therefore, no good fruit follows, there we have a sure sign
that faith is not of the right kind, and that righteousness and
salvation are not present, but have been lost. (1 Tim. $8 ; 2 Pet. I,9 ;
1 John 3, IO. 24)
“~Jrba.n Rheg ius summarizes the whole t1lu.s: ‘Vde S!lii-ClCl (10
good works, ‘I. Because it is a debt of obedience which we owe, :~nd are
commanded to do, to God; also a thanksgiving for His goodness,
and an offering pleasing to God.
‘2. That t.he heavenly Father m.ay be praised by tbam.
‘3. That our faith through them may be strengthened and
increased.
‘4. That-our fellow-men through t,bem may be incited to do good,
and receive help in distress.
‘5. That our faith through them ma.y ne shown and proved,
our calling made sure, and our faith proved not to. be false or dead.
‘6. Because our good deeds, though not meriting f orgivcness
of sin and salvation, have prbmise both of temporal and eternal
reward. (1 Tim. 4, 8.)’ ” - ChemTl., Enchiridion.
I. All antichristian

sects, such as Socinians, Unitarians, Mormons,
S’eventh-day Adventists.
Denying the atonement of Christ, they must
ha.ve “somethin g religious” to fall back on. But why even that ?
If either all are saved at last, or the so-called wicked utterly destroyed,
who would really batt,le “to be good”? Their dictum of “good deeds

xrecessar?; to salvation” is, therefore, only a proof of the truth that
“conscience makes cowards of us all.”
2. The Catholic Church, from whom the uvemge sectarian, wittingly or unwittingly,
has absorbed that pernicious mixture of Law
and Gospel which characterizes the Roman system.
The Decrees of l’rent declare (Sess. 6, c. 16) : “As a constant
power flows from Christ, t,he Head, on the justified, who are His
members, as from the vine to its branches, a power which precedes
their good works, accompanies the same, and follows them, - a power
without which they can be in no wise agreeable to God and meritorious, so we are bound to believe that the justified are enabled,
through works performed in God, to satisfy the divine Law, according
to the conditions of this present life, and to merit eternal life, when
they depart in a state of grace.” -J.
A. Hoelder’s 8ymbolism,
158.
But

God says: -

H&L 2, 4: “The just shall live by his f&th.”
Gal. 3, IO. 11: “For as many as are of the works of the Law
are under t,he curse. Rut that no man is justified by the Law in the
sight of G-od it is evident; for, The just shall live by faith.”
ROPl. 7, 18: “For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth
no good t.hing ; for t,o will. is present with me, but how Do perform
thsrt which is good I find not.”
Is. 64. 6 : “Iht
we are dl as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”
.Ps. 1.4t3,2 : “Enter not into judgment with Thy servant; for
in Thy sight, shall no man living be justified.”
(Luke 17, IO.)
1 ew. 4, 15: “In Christ Je sus I have begotten you through the
Gospel.”
;Tas. 1, 18. 21.: “Of His own .will begot He us with the Word of
Truth, that, we should be a kind of first-fruits
of His creatures.
Wherefore . . . receive with meekness the engrafted Word, which
is able to save your souls.”
Jer. 23, 29: “Is not My Word like as a fire 1 saith the Lord,
and like a. hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?”
I Cor. I, 18: “For the preaching of the Cross is to them that
perish foolishness, but unto us which are saved it is t7Le power of God.”
9. THE

MEANS

OF GRACE.

A. What Are the Means of Grace?
IBIBLE DOCTRIKE.

The only means through which G.od has promised to bless mankind are the so-called means of grace, ‘His holy Word and the
Sacraments.

John 6, 63 : “The words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit,
and they are life.”
Heb. 4, 12 : “The Word. of Gcd is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any t,wo-edged sword, pi.ercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, an d is
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
Rom. 1, 16 : “The Gospel of Chri.st is a power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth.”
YE’or the obtaining of this faith the ministry of teaching the
Gospel and administering
the Sacraments was instituted,.
For by
the; Word and Sacraments, as by iz1strumeaits, the Holy Spirit, is
given, who worketh faith, where and when it pleaseth God, in those
that hear the Gospel.” --- 4ugs?!. Conf., V, 1. 2.
,rnn;rs which concern the spoken, ou-tward Word, we
“In those t-’
must fir~nly hold that God grants His Spirit or grace to no one
except through 0r ~5th the preceding outward Word. Thereby we
are protected aga inst enthusiasts, i. e., spirits ;&o hot ht. they have
the Spirit without and before t.he ‘Word.” - Smnlc. Art., III, IO, 33.
1. The whole army of Reformed teachers, from Zwingli to “Billy”
Sunday, denies, in word and deed, that the Scripture and the Sacraments are vehicles through which God bestows His grace on mankind.
Cabin
calls the Word “a sound only, that has effect, not because of
its being spoken (or used), but because it is believed” (Fnst.,
IV,
says in his Reckoning
of Faith:
“I believe, yea
14, 4). Zwingli
I know, that all t,he Sacraments are so f a.r from conferring grace
that they do not even convey or dist,ribute it. . . . Moreover, a channel
or vehicle is not. necessary t’o the Spirit;
for He Himself is the
virt.ue and energy, whereby all things are borne, and has no need of
being borne.” (5 7.)
2. According to Xet7zodism “the means of grace are either instituted or prudential.”
The instituted
are “pra,yer, searching t,he
Scriptures, the Lord’s Supper, fasting, and Christian conference.”
(Dock and Xxi&,
5s 118-122.)
According to this explanation
everything enjoined in Scripture is a means of grace, e. g., the Ten
Commandments with their deeper, spiritual explanat,ion, as found in
t,he Sermon on the Xount,, Watt. 5-7 ! Of the Sacraments the
X&odists
say : “A Sacrament is an outward and visible sign of an
inward and qiiritual grace.” - Cat.,, No. 3.
3. The EpiscopuZ Ghurch t;ea.ches that “Sacraments ordained
of Christ be not only badges or tokens of Christian men’s profession,
but rather they be certain sure witnesses, and effectual sigvzs of grace,
and God’s good will towards us, by the which He doth work invisibly
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in US, and doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and contim,
our faith in Him.”
(Art. of Rel., XXV.)
The Reformed Episcopal
ChzlrcF, expressly states that it wants the word “Sacrament to mean
only a symbol or sign instituted by God.” (Art. 25.)
4. Presbyterians
and Congregational&s
confess : “Sacraments
are holy signs and seals of. the covenant of grace, immediately instituted by God, to represent Christ and His benefits, and to confirm
our interest in Him, as also to put a visible difference between those
that belong unto the Church and the rest of the world, and solemnly
to engage them to the service of God in Christ, according to His
Word.” - Chap. XXVII,
1. Havoy Decl., chap. XXVIII.
RY~E. - The Lutheran Church also calls the Sacraments “signs,?
they are means through which God
but not only that. Primarily
gives His grace. The Word of God as a whole is such an effective
means ; why, then, should not the-words of institution in the Sacraments be so2
“Christ has instituted the Sacraments for thereby to strengthen
Our heart,s have difficulty in holding fast
and preserve our faith.
to the Word alone. So, when it is proclaimed for all in general, our
conscience vexes us with questions, whether God also means me, or,
if I also, I personally, may accept it and console myself with it.
Therefore Christ, being rich in mercy, instituted such outward, visible
Sacraments, in and through which, as through visible, public evidences, IIe wishes to deal with us, that we may have a sure seal and
bond that the promises of the Gospel concern each and every one
personally, and that He may effectively apply, make sure, and seal
such truth in the hearts of all those who use the Sacraments in true
faith. And there is no doubting that the Son of God, through these
means, works mightily t,o strengthen and preserve the faith in the
be1ievers. Consequently, the Sacramentarians are rightly rejected,
who hold that the Sacraments are only outward signs that only
Chemnitz.
indicate or signify somet,hing.” - Elzchiridion,
Since the twelfth century, the Catholic Church has held that
there are seven Sacraments:
Baptism, Confirmation,
the Lord’s
Supper, Penance, Orders (Priesthood, etc.), Marriage, and Extreme
Unction.
In their consecration of bells, lights, water, etc., formulas
are used “which presuppose a magical effect.”
But

God snys: -

“For as the rain cometh down, and the snow,
from heaven, and returneth not, thither, but watereth the earth, and
maketh it’ bring fort’h and bud, that it may give seed to the sower
and bread to the eater, so shall My Word be that goeth forth out of
My mouth : it shall not return unto Ne void, but it shd accompZish,
that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent
it.” (Luke II, 28.)
Is. 55, IO. 11:

John 6, 68: “Lord, to whom shall we go Z Thou hast the words
of eternal life.”
1 Pet. 1, 23 : “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible, by the Word of God> which liveth and abideth forever.”
(Rom. IO, 6-8.)

B. Efficacy of the Means of Grace.
.BIBLE DOCTRINE.
The means of grace are effective regardless of the attitude of
the administrator
towards God.
Matt. 23, 2. 3 : “The scribes and the Pharisees si.t in Mose$ seat.
All, therefore, whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do;
but do not ye after their works;
for they say, and do not.”
(Rom. 2, 21. 23.)
Lutheran

Testimony:

-

“Though the Church be properly the congregation of saints and
true believers, yet, seei.ng that in this life many hypocrites and evil
persons are mingled with it, it is lawful to use the Sacraments
administered by evil men, according to the voice of Ch.rist: ‘The
scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat,’ and the words fo’llowing.
And the Sacraments and the Word are effectual by reason of the
institution
and commandment of Chrit;t,, though they be delivered
by evil men. They condemn the Donatists and such like, who denied
that it was lawful to use the ministry of evil men in the Church,
and held that the ministry
of evil men is useless and without
effect.” - Aug.sb. Conf., VIII.
ERROR.

The Donut&s,
like the Pharisees, are an ever-present race. And
they are not confined to any particular denomniation.
Churches of
the Methodistic
order suffer most, but all. have their share, even the
Lutheran Church. The usual charge is that the poor state of the
Church, as well as society, must be charged to the account of the
unconverted clergy ; for “if ministers spake from the heart, their
message would go to the heart.”
But history and experience tell a different story, as the following shows.
1. Ministers are only deliverers of a message. The message,
not the messenger, is the instrument of power.
2. God alone judges the heart rightly.
The error committed by
the prophet Elijah in passing judgment on his fellow-man should
make us all pause.
3. Noah, the mighty “preacher of righteousness” (2 Pet. 2, 5))
was certainly zealous in the cause of God, but he did not convert
even the builders of the Ark.
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4. The prophets of old were burning in their zeal for the conversion of sinners, but were stoned for their labors.
5. John the Baptist labored largely in vain. And the fate of
Christ’s apostles is familiar to all. And yet, no one since their day
has had the Spirit in such measure as they.
It is true : “There is no more contemptible creature on earth
than an unconverted preacher.” -But
the efficacy of t,he means of
.grace does not depend upon. the converted condition of the clergyman.
But

God, says:-

Phil. 1, 15-18:
“Some, indeed, preach Christ even of envy and
strife, and some also of good will.
The one preaches Christ of
contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds;
but the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defense of the
Gospel. When then? Notwithstanding,
every way, whether in pre-tense or in truth, Christ is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea,
and will rejoice.”
NOTE. 1. - The doctrine concerning the means of grace is not
only clearly taught in the Scriptures, but is also of vital importance
to the penitent sinner. He hears much about the “testimony of the
is the cause of
Spirit,” the “baptism of fire,” and that the “Spirit”
every religious movement, from Zwinglianism to Dowieism. But as
all these “isms” in many instances bear witness against one another,
the “Spirit” is either unreliable, or it is not the right Spirit. Hence,
a rule of faith and a means through which God gives faith, according
to t,his rule, is of t,he highest importance. This we have in the Gospel.
XOTE 2. - The reading of the Bible among the lay people of
the Protestant Church is not only permitted, but urgently recommended. In the Catholic Church, however, lay people must have
a “permit” before they can get a Bible, and then only the Catholic
version, or edition, which has several incorrectly translated passages
(favorable to Rome, and hence never righted) and numerous expl.anaCatholic laymen are never
tory notes (also favorable to Rome).
allowed to read or own a Protestant Bible. Hence we t,o this day
hear of Bibles being burned by Catholic priests.

C. Baptism.
1. What Is Baptism?
BIBLE

DOCTRINE.

Baptism is a sacramental institution
of God, through which He
c4ects regeneration and grants forgiveness of sin.
Natt. 28, 19. 20: “Go ye, therefore, and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
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and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all t,hings what-soever I have commanded you. And lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world.”
Gal. 3, 26 : “For ye are all the children of God by faith in.
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ.”
Acts 2, 38 : “Repent ye, and be baptized, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of your sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.”
John 3, 5: “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of Cod.”
Titus 3, 5---7: “Not by works of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of
regenera,tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which He shed o‘n. us
abundantly through Jesus Christ, our Savior, that, being justified
by Wis grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.”
Eph. 5, 25. 26: “Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself
for it, that IIe might sanctify and cZeanse it with the washing of
water by the word.”
1 Pet. 3, 20. 21: “Noah prepare.d the ark, wherein few, that is,
eight souls, were saved by water;
the ZZ:3ce
figure whereunto even
Baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of t.he filth
of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.”
co1.2, II. 12: “In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of
the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; buried with Him in. Baptism,
wherein

a*Zsoye a.re risen with Him

through.

the faith

of the operation

of God; who hath raised Him from the dead.” (Also v. 13. The
argument here is : Baptism has taken the place of circumcision, hence
the latter is not necessary. But as circumcision was administered
to children, so Baptism also must be. And as circumcision conferred
“burying of sins,” so also Baptism.)
Acts 22,16.
On reciting at Jerusalem the story of his conversion,
Paul also relates how the prophet Ananias, at God’s command, came
to him, saying among other things : ‘LAnd now, why tarriest thou ?
Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name
NB. When Calvin interprets this passage by saying
of the Lord.”
(Inst., IV, 15, 15) : “All, then, that Ananias meant to say was: Be
baptized, Paul, that you ‘may be assured that your sins are forgiven
you,” this is a. fair example of Reformed perversion of Scripture.
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Lutheran

-

Testimony

:-

“In these words [of institution]
we must notice, in the first
place, that here stands God’s commandment and institution that we
shall not doubt that Baptism is divine, and not devised and invented
by men. For as truly as I can say no man has spun the Ten Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer out of his head, but they
are revealed and given by God Himself, so also I can boast that.
Baptism is no human trifle, but that it is instituted by God Himself,
and that it is most solemnly and rigidly commanded that. we must
permit ourselves to be baptized, or we cannot be saved.” - Ltl,rye
Cd, IV, 6.
“Since we know now what Baptism is, and how it is to be
administered, we must, in the second place, also learn why and for
what purpose i.t is instituted;
that is, what it avails, gives, and produces. And this also we cannot discern better than from the words
of Christ above quoted: ‘He that believeth and is baptized shall be
‘saved.’ Therefore we state it most simply thus, that t,he power, ,work,
profit, fruit, and end of Baptism is this, viz., t,o save. For no one
is baptized in order t,hat he may become a prince, but, as the words
declare, that he be saved. But to be saved, we know, is nothing
else than to be delivered from sin, death, and the devil, and to enter
into the kingdom of Christ, and to live with Him forever.” -Large
Cat., IV, 23 f.
ERROR.

‘IV&h the Word of God in this doctrine the Lutheran Church
stands aZone. AU the others follow blind reason, and declare that
Baptism does not effect regenSeration, but is only a sign of regeneration,

or th,e new birth.

and
in their confessions about Baptism in language
only. The Presbyterian may be taken as a model: “Baptism is
a Sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not
only for the solemn admission of the party bapt,ized into the visible
Church, but also to be unto him a sign and a seal of the covenant of
grace, of his ingrafting into Christ, of regeneration, of remission of
sins, and of his givin, p up unto God, through Jesus Christ, to walk
in newness of life : which Sacrament is, by Christ’s own appointment,
to be continued in His Church until the end of the world.” (XXVIII.)
Episcopalian,s,
Methodists
differ

Presbyterians,

But

Baptists,

Corcgrega.tionalists,

God says: -

Rom. 6,3. 4: “So many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into His deat’h. Therefore we are buried with Him
by Baptism into death.”
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Cor. 12, 13: “For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one
body” (i. e., Christ, v. 12).
NOTE. -The
Nicene Creed, S 9, reads: “I acknowledge one
Baptism for the remission of sins.”
I

2. For

Whom

Is Baptism

BIBLE

In,stituted?

DOCTRINE.

The Sacrament of Baptism is instituted not only for adults, but
also for the children.
Matt. 28, 19: “Go ye, therefore, and teach [make disciples of]
all ~~tiolas, baptizing them,” etc.
John
3; 5: “Verily,
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom
of God.”
Acts 16, 14. 15: “Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of
Thyatira, . . . was baptized, and her houselqold.”
Acts 16, 31. 33 : The jailer at Philippi, when converted, was
baptized, “and all his.”
I %or. I, 14.16: “I baptized none of you, save Crispus and Gaius,
also the house of Stephanas.”
Lutheru,n

Testimony

:-

“Of Baptism they teach that it is necessary to salvation, and
that by Baptism the grace of God is offered, and that children are to
be baptized, who, by Baptism being offered to God, are received into
They condemn the Anabaptists, who allow not the
God’s favor.
baptism of children, and affirm that children are saved without
Baptism.” - Augsb. Conf., Art. IX.
“It is manifest that God approves of the baptism of little children.
Therefore the Anabaptists, who condemn the baptism of little children,
believe ,wickedly. That .God, however, approves of the baptism of
little children is shown by this, vix., that. God gives the Holy Ghost
to those thus baptized. For if ‘this baptism would be in vain, the
Holy Ghost would be given to none, none would. be saved, and
finally there would be no Church.
This reason, even taken alone,
can sticiently
establish good and godly minds against the godless
and fanatical opinions of the Anabaptists.” - Apol. A. C., .1X, 53.
ERROR.

The chief offenders against the truth in the doctrine of Baptism
In their confession of 1688 they declare
are the so-called Baptists.
that only such are to be baptized as can be truly penitent before God,
confess their faith in Christ Jesus, and show their obedience towards
2.)
This, they argue, children cannot do, hence they
H im. (XXIX,
are not to be baptized.
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XOTE, -

The doctrine of Baptism has been variously assailed,
from the days of the early Church down to the present time. That
Baptism wasunnecessary, especially for children, and that only grown
persons could have any benefit from it, were early heresies. Nany
delayed being baptized until they were on their deathbed, while others
repeated the rite several times. Especially the practise of infant
baptism has been assailed by various sects, and is condemned as unscriptural and unnecessary by some to the present day.

OBJECTIOYS TO INFANT BAPTISM ANSWERED.
- When Christ’ commanded His apostles to make
disciples of all nations,” ‘He did not take children into account.
Answer. - A .nation is composed of old and young. Christ does
not especially mention children in the command to baptize, because
the apostles knew that such were included, even as they were included
in the command to circumcise under the Old Testament dispensation.
The Savior emphasizes only two things, viz.: Baptism is to take
the place of circumcision, and instead of their working among one
nation they should go out among all nations.
Second Objection. - In connection with Baptism Christ also
speaks of faith. But to believe is to perform a conscious act, something which infants obviously cannot do.
Answey. - This is not only human reasoning, but faulty reasoning
at that. To believe is to perform a conscious act,, b,ut n,ot always.
A person who with fear and trepidation presents a petition to his
dread monarch has often no hope at all. His faith is only an ardent
desire. The publican with his petition, Luke 18, 13, the father of
the son with a dumb spirit, Mark 9, :2% zre examples of such unconscious believers. And to such OhFist ministered, according to
the promise of old: “But to this man will I look, even to him that
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at My Word.” (Is. 66, 2.)
,4gain : Wi.thout faith it is impossible to please God ,(Heb. II, .6),
and he that believeth not shall be damned (Mark 16, 16-j.. But if faith
is a.lways a conscious act, how could a sleeping person be a. Christian ?
Or how? then, could a person dying while asleep, or during unconsciousness, escape condemna,tion ?
Christ solves th e seeming mystery best of all. He says of certain
small children that they beZieve on Him (Matt. 18, S), and t.hat,
if we would enter the kingdom of heaven, we must become as they
(v. 3). At Bis triumphant entry into Jerusalem He was hailed as
King, not only by the adult population, but also by “babes and
sucklings” (Matt. 21, 15. 16) ; and He reproved those who tried
to stop them.
wit.h Baptism Christ also
0 bje ction. - Tn conjunction
Third
enjoins teaching. And the apostles seem to have followed this pracFirst

Objection.

tise.

In Acts 2, 41 it is related how only those were baptized who
received the teachings of the apostle. “Babes and sucklings” cannot
thus be instructed.
Answer. - The practise of the apostles is neither here nor elsewhere fully described. But it is preposterous to conciude that among
the families baptized on Pentecost there should have been no children.
Likewise, when it is related in Acts 16 that “Lydia and her household
were baptized,” also the keeper of the prison at Philip-pi “and all his,”
,4nd certainly
we rightly conclude that children were included.
the contrary cannot be established. (See also Acts 18, 8 ; 1 Cor. 1, 16.)
The older translation of the Bible is much to blame for the
view that baptism must follow teaching only. If the reading, “Go ye
.and teach all nations,” in Watt. 28, 19, had been rendered, “Go ye and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing -them,” etc., a.s i;he original
Greek has it, many a sincere truth-seeker would not ha.ve fallen a prey
to designing proselyters.
Fourth
Objection. -- There is no way in which we can commpnicate with, or exert influence on, the soul of a child; hence
anything that we may do is of no avail.
Ar~wer. - A bud is not the flower in full bloom, and yet the
whole flower is in the bud. The suckling is not very old before, like
a bud, it unfolds its latent powers. Besides, it. is not man who
influences the soul of a child, - or an adult’s, for that matter, -but
God, through His means of grace.
Of Jeremiah God says: “Before I formed thee, I knew thee;
before thou earnest forth, I sanctified thee.” (Jer. I, 5.) And of
“He shall be filled with t,he Holy Ghost, even
John the Baptist:
from his mother’s womb? (Luke I, 15.)
The point here is not that the Lord gave these two children the
Holy Ghost, but that they received it earlier than others, who received
it on the .eighth day after their birth, at circumcision. For as Abraham received the sign of circumcision as a seal of righteousness of
faith (Rom. 4, II), so this same sign became the same seal unto the
In like manner God now, through
children who were circumcised.
Baptism, also influences the child’s spiritual life, and gives it the
Holy Ghost.
Fifth 0bjxtio.n.
- The children at birth have no need of being
influenced by God or man; for, according to Rom. 5, 18, “as by the
offense of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation, even
so by the righteousness of One the free gift came upon all men
and this can apply fully only when
unto justification
of life”;
innocent childhood is taken into account.
Rns~wer. - Only one child born into this world was born without
sin. All others are conceived in sin and shapen in iniquity (Ps. 51,5> ;
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-all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3, 23) ;
and except a man be born again, born of water and of the Spirit,
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God (John 3, 3. 5).
As to Rom. 5, 18, the apostle- explains in the preceding verse
how he wishes the declaration, “Free gift came upon all men,” understood. He says: “For if by the trespasses of the one, death reigned
through the one, much more shall they that receive the abundance
of grace and of the gift of righteousness. reign in life through the
One, even Jesus Christ.”
There is abundance of grace for all, but
only they profit by it who “receive” it, i. e., believe it.
The Jews believed that they, as a matter of course, would surely
be saved because they were the descendanis of Sbraham; but the
apostle says explicitly : “They which are of faith, the same are the
children of Abraham.” (Gal. 3, '7; Rom. 9, 8.)
Xixth Objection. - Baptism of the Spirit is the only regenerating
baptism. Water-baptism is of no avail.
Amwer. - To argue thus i.s to put asunder what God has joined
together. God is not bound to certain means, it is true, but we are;
and the few examples of God’s extraordinary
workings are only
exceptions that attest the rule. The apostles on Pentecost promised
the remission of sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost only to those
who would be baptized. (Bets 2, 38.) God could, undoubtedly, kindle
faith in man’s heart without means, but He has bound us to the use
of His Word, and promised salvation only to those who use it and
accept it. (Rom. IO, S-18.)
To call Christian Baptism “water-baptism”
is to talk disrespectfully of a divine ordinance.
Naaman the Syrian found fault with the treatment which the
prophet Elisha told him to use for his leprosy; but when he listened
to counsel and used it, he became clean. (2 Kings 5.) When God
has ordained the Sacrament of Baptism, and through it gives salvation
and the Holy Ghost (Titus 3, 5), it behooves us to praise and .give
To say with Calvin that “Spirit
thanks, instead of finding fault.
and water (John 3, 5) is the same as Spirit which is water” is doing
violence to the Scriptures. (See his &stitutio
Rel., IV, 16, 25.)
Seventh Objection. - The baptism of infants is only a relic
of popery, and not sanctioned by apostolic practise.
Answer. - The beginning of popery has no exact date. Popery
is a growt,h whose roots reach back into the time of the apostles
themselves, who often speak of antichristian t,endencies. But historians of merit generally say that “the worshiping of the Beast apd
his image” (Rev. 14, 9) became unmistakable in the sixth century.
But Baptism was not one of its signs, as the following excerpts
clearly show.
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St. Azlg~stirze, bishop of Hippo, + 430, says: “The whole Church
practises infant, baptism. It was not instituted by councils, but was
always practised.”
At the instance of Bishop St. Cypian, j- 258, the Council of
Carthage
(254) decreed that “no one ought to be hindered from
Baptism and from the grace of God, who is merciful and kind and
loving to all; which, since it is to be observed and maintained in
respect of all, we think is to be even more observed in respect of
infants and newly born persons, who on this very account deserve
more from our help and from the divine mercy, that immediately, on
the very beginning of their birth, lamenting and weeping, they do
nothing else than entreat.” - Ante-Nicene
Fathers, V, 354.
Origen of Alexandria,
j- 254, not only testifies that it was
according to ancient usage of the Church to “baptize even infants . . .
for the remission of sins,” but that such custom had come down
“from the apostles themselves.”
TertuZZian, + 245, who on account of his heresies really is no
church-father,
fought infant-baptism,
not on account of its unscripturalness, but because of the danger of falling away from the
baptismal vow. He wanted it done as late in life as possible. - AnteNicene Fathers, III, 661 f.
In the so-called Constitutions
of the Hot/y Apostles (erroneously
ascribed to Clement of Rome, a disciple of the Apostle Peter), a collection of church rules of not later than the fourth century, we read:
“DO you also baptize your infants, and bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of God. For He says: ‘Suffer the little children
to come unto Me, and forbid them not.’ ” - Ante-Nicene
Fathers,
VII, 451.
Irenaeus, bishop of Lyons, who died as a martyr 202, in Against
Here tics, writes : “He came to save all through means of Himself all, I say, who through Him are born again to God - infants and
Fathers,,
children, and boys, and youths, and old men.” (Ante-Nicene
I, 391.) What he means by “born again t,o God” he t,ells us further
on: “And again, giving to the disciples the power of regeneration
into God, He said to them, ‘Go and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost.’ ” (444.)
Justin, .&far&r, j- 179, in his First Apology (15)) speaks of “many,
both men and women, who have been Christ’s disciples from childhood.” This he explains more fully in chapter 61, on “Christian
Baptism” : “Then they are brought by us where there is water, and
are regenerated in t,he same manner in which we ourselves were
Fathers, I, IS?. 183.
regenerated.” - Ante-Nicene
During the Pelagian controversy the doctrine of infant baptism
14fter -or
at - the Council of
also came up for consi.deration.
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Carthage, 416, sixty-eight
bishops wrote to Bishop Innocent of Rome,
and, among other things, pointed out to him that the error of the
Pelagians really meant “that infants need not be baptized at all, that
they were perfectly innocent and needed no redemption.”
Eighth
Objection. -Baptism
is valid only when done by immersion.
Answer. - This argument from the first illiterate adversaries of
infant baptism is, wonderful to relate, still in vogue, especially among
Baptists. At first the Greek word, which has been Anglicized into
“baptize,” was held to mean “immerse,” and nothing else. Scholars
among them must now, of course, acknowledge that such is not the
case (as can readily be seen by any one who has but a smattering of
Greek, in referring to Natt. 7, 4. 8; 3, 11; Acts 1, 5 ; 2, I?, etc., etc.),
but they cling to the theory just the same.
Baptism by immersion was undeniably practised in the first few
centuries after the apostles, but not by any means exclusively.
The
Teachings
of the Twelve Apostles, a document dating from the
second century of the Christian era, has this to say on the -mode of
baptizing : “And concerning Baptism, thus baptize ye: Having first
said all these things, baptize into the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, in living wat’er. But if thou have
not living water, baptize into other water; and if thou canst not
in cold, in warm. But if thou have not either, ‘pozcr out water thrice
upon the head into the name of Father and Son and Holy Ghost.“Ante-Nicene
Fathers, VII, 379.
,Ninth. Objection. - The repetition of Baptism is not a sin, but
a blessing.
Answer. - Since t,here is no warrant in the Scriptures for the
Catholic doctrine of an “indelible character” conferred by Baptism,
some fanatics have gone to the other extreme and taught that Baptism
ought to be repeated now and then, even as the other Sacrament, the
Lord’s Supper, is repeated.
The Lord’s Supper is. to be repeated because Christ expressly
of Baptism no such command is
commands it. In the institution
added. In the whole Bible no instance of repetition is recorded. The
covenant made in Baptism may be broken by man, but not by the
Lord. Ee who repents and returns to God will find the baptismal
covenant still in force.
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