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of Purpose:
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TO show, on the basis of Swipture
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concoxxlia Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
All who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgement
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
ss a mixture of divergent teachings bu1
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the

sam8

judgement.”

To set forth pertinent historical inford
mation which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various SOchurch
bodies by
“Lutheran”
called
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with
what is plainly recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran
Wrwlg8.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any miuinformation
of which we are not aware
aU which baa been called to our attentlon. Also to clarify any Information or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or whiob
may oreate a wrong lmprearion,

The poor sinner declares:

There is nothing but sin in me which

condemns me.

The Word of God answers the sinner:

“Beh/olld the Lamb of God,<
which tuketh away the sin of the world,“-John
X29. “This

is a faithful siaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners;,of
whom I am
chief ,“-

I Timothy

1:15.

The sinner:

Certain sinners are probably accepted, but perha.ps 1
do not belong in tha,t number.
The Word: Christ says, “Come wnto wbe, all ye that labor and arc
11:28. “God our
heavy la,den, and I will give aou rest,“-Matt.
Savio~r~will have all men to be sarvekl, a&d to come unto the
knowledge of the truth.. . Christ Jesus gave Himself a ransom
for all.” I Timothy 2 :4-6.

The sinner:

My whole human nature is corrupt so that I am by
nature a child of wrath.
The Word: “As by .the offence of one judgment came upon all men
to condewuction; even so by the righteousness of One the free
gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For as by one
man’s disobedience .many were made sinners, so by the abed+
ence of One shall m;any be made tighteous,“-Remans
5:18,19.

The new Adam, that is, Christ, is mightier than the Old Adam
from which sin his; come; God and Righteousness are mightier
than the devil and sin ; Life. is mightier than death ; Heaven is
stronger than hell; Salvation is mightier than damnation.
The sinner : But why isn’t the word “all” used instead of “many’?
The Bible s,ays, “Many are called, but few are chosen,“-Matt.
22: 14.
The Word: “0 Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; bu$ irk Me is
Ehine help,” -Hosea 13:9. ‘Whoever excludes himself from the
promise of Grace is and remains in,,the number of sinners and
condemned, “He that believeth not the Son shall not see life;

but the ,wrath of God abide t7z on Him,“--John
3 :36. Hence
“many” are not true believers; those wh,o truly believe in Jesus
as their S1avio.rfrom sin, death and hell are “few.” (see Matt.
7: 13,14) “The,re is therefore now no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus,“-Romans
8: 1.

The sinner : Ah, but my f,aitJz is so weak and practically no faith.
The Word: Faith is a gift and wo,rk of God even though it be ever
so wea,Jc.“For it is God which worketh in you both to will and
to do of His good pleasure,“-Philippians
2:13. Therefore .l
can be certain of the work of the Holy Spirit in me. I dare not
judge the grace of God on the basis of the greatness or weakness of my faith, but rather I must look to the foundation of

nq~ faith whjicih is Christ and His work of redemption, the
blessings of which are all mine by faith. For faith is the hand
which receives the precious righteousness of Christ. “And be
found in Him., not having mine own righteousness, which is of
the Lnw, but that which is through
the faith of Christ, the
righteousness w hich is of God by fai&“--Philippians
3 :9.
“For by grace ure ye saved tlzrrou.gh faith;
and that not of
yourselves: it is tlae gift of God: not of works, lest any should
boast,“- Ephesians 2 :8,9. We imust cry unto God, “Lord, 1 believe; help Thou mine unbelief,“-INark
9 ~24. He will not reject ti but will strengthen our faith, for “a bruised reed shall
He not break, and smo7cin.g flax shall He not quench,‘J-Xqati.
12 ~20. “Th.e Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are the children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs
qf God, and joint-heirs with. Christ,“-Remans
8 :16,17.

The sinner : My sins are too muny and awful.
The Word : This is a temptation which comes to la11true believers.
LooF, at David. ,“There is no soundness in my flesh because of
Thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of
my sin. For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an
heavy burden they are too he#avy for me,“-Psalm
38:3,4. But
this same David also confesses, “I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; land Thou forgcvvest the iniquity of my
325 The Lord says, “Though your sins be as
sin,” -P&m
scarlet, th,ey shall be as white as snow; though they be red l&e
crimson, they shall be as wool,“-Isaiah
1:18. “If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to\
cleanse us from all unrighteousness,“-1
John 1:9.
-
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In 1881 Dr. Carl F. W. Walther issued a’n appeal to all tie
members of congrega,tions in fellowship with the Synod asking for
funds to erect a new seminary building in St. Louis, Missouri, as
decided in the last Synodical Convention.
This appeal appeared in Der Lutheraner, June 15, 1881. Having listed the various reasons for th%enecessity of such a new building and having answered the objections raised urging a postponement of such a collection, Dr. Walther then proceeded to show the
relationship between the Synod and the local congregation. It is this
particular section which is of interest to all who are seriously concerned about upholding the Scriptural teaching of the Church and
Ministry. Let us note his words very carefully.
“The d.ear congregatiorzs of our Synod are certainly in no way
bound by this Synodical resolution. On the contrary, they have the
complete freedom either to accept or reject this resolution. In the
fourth cha p ,t eir of our Synodica.1 Constitution No. 9 it expressZy
states:
‘In its relation to the self-government of the individu.al congregations the Synod is only an advisory body. No resolution of
the former (Synod), if it imposes anything on the individual con&egation as a synodieal resolution, has any binding force on the latter.
-Such a resolution of Synod ca,n only then first have binding effeet when the individml
congregation has voluntarily adopted it
and has itself ratified it by formal resolution of the congregation.
-If
a congregation finds a resolution not in accordance .with the
\Word of God or to be unswiited to its own conditions, it has the
right to permit the resolution to be disrdgarded and, respectively,
to reject it.’
Therefore, you dear Missouri congregabions,
IO5

this Syno&icaE

re-

solution to erect a new costly building
is not a noose around the
neck. With respect to Synod you are as free today to do what you
recognize as right as you were before (the organization of) Synod.
Our Missouri Sy,nod does not want to be a sort of GermnConsistory which has the right to dictade l.aws to you which you would be
duty-bound to be subject to a.s a so-called ‘sp$ritual government.’
Our Missouri Synod ha‘s certainly no right, and assumes no such
right, not even to impose one cen0 upon you, much less to demand;
from yousuch a great offering of money as the projected new building necessitates. The decision in tiis important matter is entirely
in your hands. Meet together, consult together, an.d form your decisions, and what you yourselves decide, can and will be carried o/rlt
with God’s help. Here is not a matter of what you must do but what
you want to do. After you joined our Synod, you have lnot been taken captive so that you are obliged to do what the Synod comrnalnds
you. When the Apostle Paul so earnestly called upon the cmgregation at Corinth to contribute for tie persecuted poor Christians, he
at once adds, ‘I speak not by corn.rnandment’- II Cor. 8: 8. So also
the past asse,mblecl Synod speaks through me to you. It also (the
Synod) has not the remotest desire to ‘command’ somethin,g frornj
you. It does n.ot want me to hold before you your duty and obligad
tion, rather it appeals to your discernment, to your good will and to

your free love.”
-MAN.
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The sinner : Because of my sins the thought of Judgment Day terrifies me,
The Word: Jesus, the Lord of heaven and earth, says, “Verily,
verily,, I say unto you, he that heareth my Word, and believeth
on Him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life,“-John
5 ~24. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life,“--John 3:36. “0 death, where is t,hy sting? 0 grave, where is
thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin
is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ,“--I
Corinthians 15 :55-57.

-M.
166
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How many of us can distinguish between Elijah and Elisha?
These two prophets in the Old Testament are very often confused.
The prophet Elijah came first. Very courageou,sly and zealously
he proclaimed the only true God-earnestly
seeking to eradicate
the idolatry which had spread like a plagu,e among the people. On
Mount Carmel the Lord God answered Elijah’s prayer with .fire by
consuming the sacrifice (I Kings 18). In fact, Elkijah’s ministry
had been a ministry of miracles. God gave Elijah power to shut the
heavens for 3-l/2 years, during which time there was neither dew
nor rain and Elijah himself was fed by the ravens at the brook
Cherith, and later by the, widow of Sarepta, whose jar of meal and
cruse of oil failed not (Chapter 17) . Elijah pred$cted what would
happen to evil King Ahab and h,is wicked wife, Jezebel. Finally, the
time ha,d come for this outstanding prophet to go t/o his eternal
home. This is describe,d to us in chapter two of II Kings. He was
taken into heaven in a chariot of fire with.out passing through a
physical death. Only one other, Enoch, was thus taken to God without having to experience death (Genesis 5 :24). Elisha was t/hen
eommissi.oned by the Lord to take the place of Elijah-his
mantle
hanving fallen on Elisha. Immediately, Elisha began to work miracles as Elijah had done. We are told that Elisha “took up also the
mantle of Elijah that fell from htrq and smote the waters, ancl said,
Where is the Lord God of Elijah? and when he also had smitkn the
waters, they pnrted hither and thither: and Elisha went o~er.~‘-

II Kings 2: 14. Thus the work in the Lord’s kingdom did not come
to an end with the translation of Elijah, for no man is indispensable-the work must go on!
Note how the Lord testified to the inhabitants of Jericho that
El.isha was His prophet! The city of Jericho brings many memories
tomind. Joshua and the Israelites going against Jericho; the priests
bearing the ark of the covenant, together with the army compassed
the city in accordance with the Lord’s conqnand and the walls fell
down flat. The army.of the Israelites destroyed everything in the
city but Rahab and her household because she had hidden the two
107

men whom Joshua had previously sent to spy out Jericho. We also
recall that “Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be
the man before the Lord, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his
youngest son shall he set up the gates of &“--Joshua
6:26. This

threat applied to the builders of this city and not to those who came
and settled there. Moreover, this threat was also literally accomplished as the hist%ory of Israel reveals.
It appears as though the people in Jericho had not sunk into
the mire of vice and corruption as the inhabitants of other cities,
for example, Bethel. In both places there were schools for the prophets, but it seems that tie Word of God was a “savor unto death”
for the inhabitants of Bethel ; while it was a “sazjor unto life” for
the people of Jericho. In Bethel the popular school was thLe school
of the devil ! Bethel was the center of calf worship which had been
introduced into the Northern Kingdom by Jeroboam, its founder,
who in turn had a’dopted it from Egypt. The school of the prophets
in Bethel was held in utter contempt by lhe inhabi.tants of the city
who much preferred their own religion which was particularly appealing to the lusts of the flesh.
Times have not really changed, have they? That religion which
eaters to the desires of the flesh is certainly going to be more popular than the true religion. The Jews desired to have Jesus as their
“Bread-King”
and when He refused, telling them that His was a
Spiritual Kingdom they refused to have anything to do with Him.
(Compare John 6 :15 ; 7: 1)
There was a real need here in Jericho, “And the men of the
city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, t!he situation of this city
is p’l easan t, as my lord seeth; but the water is naught, and the.
Kings 2: 19. The people of tie city were reground barren/ -II

minded of the curse of Joshua by the bad water there. The prophet
Elisha told them, “Bring me a new cruse , and put salt therein. And
they brought it to him. And he went for-& unto the spring of tL4
waters, #and cast the s.alt in there, and said, Thus saith the, Lord, $
have healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any m,ore
deatlh or barren la,nd,“---- vv. 20,21. Here w,as a real and genuine
miracle. “So the waters were healed unto th,is day, according to
the saying of Elisha which he spahe,“-v.22.

Note the fa;ith on the part of those from whom Elisha requested the cruse and salt, We are not told that they laughed at him

for making use of such apparently ridicuious th,ings to effect a
cure! It was not Eli&a who possessed such great power and authority, it was not the salt, but rather the Word of God which was
so powerful.
The prophet Elisha wa.s but an instrument in the
hands of the Lord and :tine salt was but the means throwh wh$ch
the cure was wrought.
Jesus, our great Prophet in whom dwelleth the fulness of the
Godhead bodily (Col. 2 :9), has committed into our hands the “Word
and t,he “Washing of Re,generution” to heal all
of Raconciliution”
men from the source of all their misery and woe-sin! But jhuman
reason asks : “How ca.n water do szcchgreat things?” And we answer
on the basis of God’s Word, “It; is not the water indeed that does
Qhem, b!u,t the Word. of God which is in and with the water, and
faith which trusts such Word of God. in the water. For without the,
Word of God the wa,ter is simple watefr a.nd no Baptism. But w&h
the Word of God it is a. Baptism, that is, a gracious water of life
a.nd a ,washing of regeneration in the Holy Ghost.” The Holy Gospel

and Baptism create a new heart, work the forgiveness of sins, and
free from death and tie devil, and give eternal life to all who bel;ieve !
God Oestified to all that Elisha was I-1Tisprophet. The proof was
simply overwhelming. God’s testimony is indeed very important
and re.assuring concerning His prophets-especially
in our day. For
Jesus characterizes these last evil days of the world with th:e, rapid
rise, of the false prophets, saying, “And many false prophets shall
24:ll. And the Apostle
rise, and shall deceive many,” -Matthew
John cau@ions us, “Baloved, belieive not eve’ry spirit, but try the;
wheither they are of God: because many false prophets a+*e
gone out into the world,“- I John 4: 1. Only that preacher is a true
prophet from the Lord who does as Jesus command.s, “Teaching
them to observe ALL things /whatsoever I have comanded
gou,“’

spirits

--Matthew 28:20. We cannot go on the basis of signs. For Jesus
says that the false proph,ets “shall show gre1a.tsigns and wonders;
in.somuch th,at, if it weye possible, they shall ddceive the very elect,"

-Matthew

24: 24. Hence the question must always be: Does he
preach and tea.& God’s Word in all of its tfruth and purity? If hei
does, we have God’s testimony that he is indeed a true prophet!
“And he (Elisha)

went up from

fihence

(J%kho)

unto Bethel,”

-v. 23. Bethel-this
was the n+me which the patriarch Jacob had
given to this place. It means &e house of God. There Jacob wa:s
granted a dream in’ which he saw the heavens open; there he re109

ceived glorious promises ; there he cried out, Wow dreadful is this
place! this is none other but the house Of Go,d, and this is the gatk
of heaven,,,- Genesis 28. Jacob took the stone which he h.ad for a

pillow and set it aside as a memorial ; later he built an altar there,
(Genesis 35). But Beth:el had now become a “Beth-aven”-a
house
of sin. King Jeroboam had made it the center of idolatry (I Kings
12 :26-29).
How terribly sad when this takes place with an mdivid.ual, !
After all, Jesus tells us that the “Kingd.om of God” is within the
heart (Luke 17: 20,21). When a pe,rson at one time professes himself to be a Christian, a Bethel, and then becomes a Beth-aven, a
house of idols-how terrible! Yet, we observe, this time and time
again. The things of this world become the,ir idols to wh.ich they
devote all of their time, energy, love,, and devotion. No wonder, the
Apostle John warns us, “Love not the zoorld, neither the things that
are in the world,“-4
John 2: 15. And again, “Hold th,at fast which
thou hast, that no man take thy crouxn,“-Rev.

3 ~11.

The prophet Elisha came to Bethel, which was some five hours
distant from Jericho, to visit the school of the prophets there. “And
as he was going up by the way, there came forth little childre?L outi
of the city, and mocked him and said unto him, Go up, thou bald
head. And he turne,d back, and looked on them, and cursed them in
the name of the L’o,rd. And there came forth two she bears out of
the wooid, and tare forty and two chil.dren of them,“---II Kings

2:23:24.
Obviously these children must have learned such godlessness
and utter disrespect for the Lord’s servants from their parents
who despised the word proclaimed by the prophets of th.e Lord,
They must have heard of Elijah’s translation into heaven and now
they mockingly and deridingly say to Elisha, “Go WP. . . go up,“v. 23. Such blasphemous insults were severely punished by the Lord
through
the prophet Elisha. The Lord warns, “Touch not m.ine
anointed, amd do my prophets no harm,“--1 Chr. 16 :22 ; Psalm 105:
15. “Be not dekleived; God is not mocked,“-Galatians
6: 7. As Dr.
G. Stoeckhardt remarks in his Bible History, “God demonstrates
today in various ways that He won’t let Himself or His servants be
mocked.”

There are. those who very sharply criticize Elisha for this.
They ask: Has not God forbidden cursing? And we answer: In*deed, God has forbidden cursing in the Second Commandment-

“Thou shalt not take. the name of the Lord, thy God, in vain,” b:u%
there is als~o~
a holy curse wherein the individual is prompted not
by his sinful flesh but by the Holy Spirit and which is in full accord
with God’s Word. Remember these other examples from Holy Writ?
“And Noah said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he
be unto his brethren,” -Gen. 9: 25. Jacob’s words concerning Levi
and Simeon, “Cursad be their anger, for it was fierce; and theie
wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, aad scatter
them in Israel,” -Gen. 49 3. The Apostle Paul’s words, “If a,ny rmxn
prea.ch any other gospel unto you than that ye have relceked, Zetf
him be accurse~d,“-Galatians
I :8,9.

So every true pastor mu.& pronounce God’s curse and wrath
upon all those who stubbornly reject the W,ord of God and persist
in sin. To do otherwise, is contrary to God’s Word! 0 that all of
us would ever willingly and joyfully heas aad receive the blessed
Gospel message that Jesus is our dear Savior so that we might escape God’s wrath and punishment!
-M.

L. N.
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II.

As all other doctrines of Scripture so this doctrine has been objected to, namely, that a believer can and ought to be certain of his
salva,tion. The objections rais.ed appear in double form. It is claimed, partly, that we cannot have such certainty and, partly that we
are not to have it. It is really but one objection, however. For it is
true, if it is God’s will that ,we are to have it, we are also by tie
grace of God abk to. In the Scriptute passages before adduced we
have shown from the Word of God both that we can and should

have the certainty here spoken of, and we will now look more clssely at the objections made thereto.
In the first place the objectors say as follows: From the Scripture passages which have been adduced, it is plain that God is able
to do all that is needful for ou.r salvation ; but we cannot know whether we shall receive His grac.e in the future, whether we shall permit Him to keep us in faith. We do not know but that we, like so
many others, shall fail to keep from falling away.
Firstly, let us reply to this : If this objection were valid, a
Christian would have to pass his days on earth in uncertainty as
to his eternal salvation. It would not be Christian and right to say :
“Now I am a Christkn;
bu,t z&ether I rerzain one is moye t:h.an I
cun know, I can h.ave no firm belief as to it. I a,,mto watch and pray
and use the means of grace; and I am to work out my salvation with
fear and trembling-this
I know, but (what the end will be I do n,ot
know: whether I come to Jesus or to the devil, to hea,ven or hell,--concernkg this I cun have no certain or dependable belief.”

Is this Christian faith? Was it this faith the apostles had?
Pau.l-who testified: “Henceforth there is laid up for me a C~OW’II
of righteo-usness w!hich the Lord, the righteous judge shall give me
at that day” -11 Timothy 4: 8. And John, who says, that “when He
sh-all appear, we shall be like Hi&‘---John
3 :2. Was it this faith

which called forth in the discipl.es joy such as Peter speaks of in
I Peter I :8. The rea.son for this joy, indeed, lay in the words of
Peter, in which he says: “Blessed be the God und Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which according to His abundant melrcy hath begotten us again uniio, a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Chris4
from the dead, to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fudeth not away, reserved in heuven for you, who are kept by
the power of Gold through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed
in the last times, whe,rein ye greatly rejoice,“-1
Peter I: 3-6. Do

you suppose t.hat in the. midst of such great joy they neivertheless
thought within themselves, and ought to do so: “But whether wc
&all ever come to heaven wzd receive awg idimitance,is
we can tell; we dare have no firm assurance of it 8”

more

thax

If God’s promis,es are not enough, what then, a o we want?
Something more from God? No, God indeed already has prbmised
us all. It must therefore be something of our own. But faith lets go
of all creatu,res and visible things in the world, also itself, and holds
fa.st to the Word of God. Faith does not seek a footing somewhere
outside the Word to obtain certainty, and it is thus preserved. This

is what Christ means also when He says :“Verily,

verily, I say unto

you, if ccma,n keep my saying, he shall never see death,“-Jiohn

8 5.
If you cling to the IWor d of God and close your eyes, you will be
p”reserued, as L>uther says: “‘The T?brcl of God is a living word;

death c;wuwot devour it. If R,OWthe Word remains, you will also rema.in.,’

The errorists’ mistake is that they do not in full earnest and
right out surrender every thought of in any manner whatsoever
contributing anything to their salvation. If we do not db this, neither do we believe God’s promise before we are assured that we
ourselves will do our part, be it little or much.
Luther has this to say on the matter:

“A person must despair
of h,imself, let go with both h#andsand feet, confess before God that
h,e is incompetent, and implore His divine grace, in which he may
firmly trust. Any one .*who teaches or would begin otherwise errs,
and deceives both himself and. others. As, then, they do who gay:

‘Look here, you have a free will: do what is in your power; God will
do His part,’ and ,zuho are of the opinion that one should not teach,
people to despair. It is trzce enough, one is not to teach people to
despuir, but this despair xue must first explain rightly. No one is
to despair of the grace of God, but, despite the entire world and all
sin, firmly rely on God’s heZp; of himself,
however, one is altogether to despuir and in no,wise rely on his free will to perform
even th,e smallest little deed. It is not possible, ‘that God can deny a
person His grace ~120 thus with his u&ole heart acknowledges his
inability and plainly despairs of himself. --This despair an.d searching after grace is n.ot to last but for an hour @r for a time and then
cease, but all our deeds, words, thoughts, as long as we Eve, are t@
have as their aim that we always d.espair of ourselves and continue
in the ,grace of God with an eager desire and longing for Him,”

While we are here on earth we are to live in hope; for though
we are certain by faith we have all of God’s gifts (for faith truly
brings with it the new birth, sonship and heirship) we nevertheless
do not see it. Therefore, it is still in hope ; it is set aside a little, s,o
we cannot see it with our eyes. This St. Peter calls “begotten to a
lively (living) hope,, --in which, namely, we assuredly hope, and can
be certain of eternal life. But it is hid ; it is still curtaine,d from our
view, so that it cannot be seen. We can only lay hold of it eth the
hea.rt and by faith, as St. John writes: “Beloved, now are w,e the’
sons of God, land it doth not yet ,a,ppear what we shall be; but we
know th,at, wh.en He shull appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall

see Him m He is. And every one that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure?-4 John 3: 2 & 3.

As God has promised that He will save us, we are to believe
this with all our hearts; but if we are God’s children, we not only
believe this one utteranee-that
it is certain that we shall be saved
-but we, also believe a$?the utterances in which God shows us how
He saves us. Every word from the mouth of God is precious to us,
and each day we have use for the admonitions and wlarnings of God
as well as for His comfortings. For we are not merely spirit; our
faith is for the gre,ater part very weak and frail, whrile flesh and
blood in us are strong; but if we “live after the flesh, we shall surely die.!’ If we relapse into sensual security, we lose our faith, and
where then is our certainty gone to?
Paul shows this in his own ease. He had the unfailing certainty
of faith regarding Ihis election and salvation, but he also knew that
God would save him through combat with the flesh and that he’
could be preserved in faith on1.y in such combat and thus obtain the
incorru.ptible crown. Therefore he says: “I keep under my body,
and bring it into subjection; Zest that by any means, when 1 have
preached to others, I myself should be a castalwa.y.” The right weapon in this combat,“the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of
God, and-the helmet of salvation,” he holds by faith, and speaks of
“the shield of faith, with which ye shall be able to quench all the
6:16.
fiery darts of the wicked.“-Ephesians

If we consider what we are and what we have merited, that
we have never been and never could be worthy of even the least of
the gifts of God; if we consider,what we, are in the s:iglzt of God,
who thoroughly knows our miserable hearts, and if we, then, from
the Word of God, have become conv.in ce;d that He loves us and
would have u.s be among His own, that the Father loves us as the
father in the Gospel loved the prodigal son, that the dear Lord Jesus
has had mercy on us as on P!eter, that the IIoly Ghost has not become weary of u.s and will still be our Instructor and Guide-is it
then possible that we can do otherwise than love Him in return, and
that with filial fear we will live in daily conversion and take heed
lest we do anything against God?
“A Christian speaks as follows:
God through His Son has
granted me eternal life ; unto this life I am baptized, and unto it I
am called by the Gospel. I will therefore also confidently await it.
I3esides, however, He has created me and placed me in ‘office; so
II4

that I am master, mistress, servant, teacher, pastor, etc., and serve
Him in my calling; I will the.refore also be zealous in good works,
be a pious servant, diligent teacher, and do what is pleasing to God.
To him who knows this and conforms to it life will not seem bu,r.densome or hard, and he will not murmur against God though he
at times will fare ill. For ,being certain of eternal life, and awaiting
the blessed hope, and the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, he
readily does and suffers what he needs must do and suffer . . . But
to him who does not know this and does not conform ti it, life necessarily must be hard and cumbersome. For, not being certain of
eternal life, and not awaiting the blessed hope, neither can he be
contented or have patience.“-Luther,
II, 589.
In the narrative of P.eter trying to walk on the water in order
to come to Christ, we have a good example of how we are to be certain of our salvation. To the question of Peter, “Lord, if it be thou,
bid me come to thee on the water,” Jesus answered,
“Come.”
With this word in his ear and in his heart, Peter should have said:
“At Thy Word, L~wG---YY~~,a,t Thy Word I will come, in spite of
myself and all the billows and. storms in the world!” But Peter let

go of the promise; he conferred with reason ; he made calculations
according to the weather which was rough and, therefor.e., he began to sink-Jesus said to him, “0 thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thozc doubt?” Therein we have the testimony of Jesus Himself
as to what Peter should have done and what we are to do when we
have a. promise from the mouth of the Lord.
But what would be our estimate of Peter if after this reproval
he had in addition, by means of all sorts of objections and seemingly sensible rational reasonings, perhaps even thinking this to be
right humble and spiritual procedure, wanted to adorn his unbelief
and doubt as to his being able to traverse the angry waves and come
to Jesus?
III.
We have previously shown that it is in conformity with our
covenant of baptism to have the certainty of faith regarding our
final salvation, and that our Catechism points out that Prayer of
our Savior strengthens us in this certainty. We. have also called attention to the fact that our Church confesses it in its hymns. We
will now7show th.e relation in which this doctrine stands to the right
Lutheran doctrine of the gracious election unto salvation.
As already shown, we cannot arrive at certainty regarding our
I I5

salvation by pondering or wanting to search out the se.cret, hidden
depths of divine predestination. Those who would begin herewith
will not arrive at any certainty of faith as to their salvation, but
will become arrogant or else despair. We cannot believe in what is
hidden and concerning which we have, not heard. ( Romans IO 24)
To believe, it is essential to have something that has been revealed.
If the gracious election to salvation were altogether and solely a
hidden counsel of God, it is plain that our ftith and hope concerning salvation could have nothing to do with it. This, however, is
not the case.
What has been revealed to us concerning the gracious election
of God to salvation is first& what prompted God to it, namely, His
mercy and the most holy merit of Christ; and, secondly: that it has
b;een revealed in what way and by what means God will bring the
elect to salvation, namely, through conversion and faith which He
will work in them by the means of grace.
“Therefore, if we wish with profit to consider our eternal elec-.
tion to sakxtion, we must in every way hold rigidly and firmly to
this, vix., that as the prea,ching of repentance so also the promise of
the gospel is universul, Le., it pertains to ull men (Luke 24) . . . And
this call of God, /which is made through the preaching of the Word,
we should regard as no delusion, but know that thereby God reveals,
His will, viz., that in those whom He thus calls He will work through
the Word, that they might be enlightened, conve.rted and suve~d.
For the Word, whereby we are called, is ‘a ministration
of the
Spirit,’ that gives the Spirit, or whereby the Spirit is given (II Cor.
3.~9, ‘and a power of God unto salvation’-Remans
136. And since
the Holy Ghost wishes to be efficacious through
the Word, and
s tr eng t.hen and give power and ability, it is God’s will that we
of Conshould believe the Word-believe
and obey it,“-Formula

cord, page 654, Jacob’s edition.
If we ourselves could help a little, accomodate ourselves to
God, etc. and, accordingly hope that we did what was ours to do
(as God would do His), our hope would indeed be according to the
foundation on which it was built-unstable,
uncertain, wavering.
No wonder, therefore, that anyone who has not fully surrendered
himself, vacillates between hope and fear as to ‘his salvation, yeaconsequentially maintains that it is right thus to waver.
On the other hand, anyone who has no prospect of helping himself (Alas, a slow and arduous lesson for us. to learn)-anyone,
who

finds all straits closed, with no wa,y to exit for him, asks: IVhat
,z~ill God do with me?-And then God gives him the answer in the
Gospel.
Therefore our Church confesses: “But the eternal election of
God not only foresees and forehows the salutation of the elect, but
is also, from the yracious will and pleasure oft God in Christ Jesus,
a cause which procures, works, helps and promotes swhut pertains
thereto; upon this (Divine Predestination) also our salvation is so
founded th,nt ‘the gates of hell cannot prevail against it’-Matthew

16 :18.”
For when we, in place of wanting to brood over those things in
the election of grace which are hidden, are willing, as above, shown,
to a.dhere, to that which is revealed, to wit, as the ground for election and grace, and on which He carried it out here in time, then it
is in truth, a useful, refresh,ing, comforting doctrine; for it confirms in a veiy comforting way the Article that from pure grace,
without any deed or merit of ours, we are justified and sa,ved. For,
before the world was, before we existed; yea, baefore.the existence
of the worl.d, before we as yet could have done anything good, we
‘were ac c’ou n t ed to God’s grace in Christ chosen unto salvation
(Remans 9 :I1 ; II Timot,hy 1: 19). Thereby all false notions and
every erroneous doctrine concerning the power of our natural will
are overthro)wn, s.ince God in His counsel, before the world was,
determined and ordained that Himself with the power of His Holy
Spirit will work in us all that belongs to our conversion.
In a very clear way, indeed, does the Formula of Concord conclude from the Call that we can be certain of our election. Therefrom, or from the fact that we, are called, it would have us conclude,
in faith, that we are chosen. God has called us with a holy calling
to His eternal glory in Christ. He is truthful and does not lie. He
knows what is required for us to follow this call ; and He knows
that we cannot follow it of ourselvles. SminceHe would have us foilow it, however, it is plain that He will also give us the ability to
follow it and to remain therein unto the end ; for He “‘Called us
with an holy calling, not according to our wor,ks, but according to
His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,“-11 Timothy I :9.

Furthermore,
unto participation

God has in Holy Baptism sealed His call to us
in Christ and thereby to be “heirs according to
the hope of eternal life.” If it seems’ to us that it is a long time since
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we were baptized, to God it is as though it had occurred today, and
we are each day to comfort ourselves with this inviolable testimony
of God’s will toward us.
And a.gain ou.r Lord Jesus Christ has Himself come personally
to us and imparted H.imself to us in Holy Commurrion. Is it possible
that we can receive any greater and more glorious assurance that
He would have us believe that we are His, members of H’;is body,
and are chosen unto eternal life?
And lastly, the promise which attaches to prayer. Is not heaven
opened to those who pray? As Paul says, citing the words of the
prophet Joel, “Whosoever shall call upon the name OJ the Lord shall
be saved,” -Remans IO :13 ; Joel 3: 51.Commenting on this passage,
Luther says (after he has shown how we obtain salvation through
the free mercy of God, who loved us so dearly while we were still
enemies) as follows : “As we learn, we have OUT riches aIlone in
God’s Word. More we do not have from. God until we die; w8 shall
then see Him face to face. Especially are we to note the unlimited
woFds: ‘Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord.’ He excludes no one from salvation, which He readily and for nothing, promises those who call aqpon Him?
“It iswell to know this, on ncco,unt of the dangerous thoughts
concerning election, such as the heart imagines without the Word
of God, yea, contrary to the very Word; for, in the first place, thei
Word and mercy of God are in this and simiilar passages offer-red
to a&in general. In the next place, the servants of the ‘Word of God
have receive.d the command to remit the sins of the individual. We:
should be content with th,is divine ordinance and believe that since
God sends us His Word we are those who are elected. Lastly, we
should also, wholly in keeping with this promise, call upon the Lord
and be certain of our salvation, which He so plainly prom+es us,”

-Volume

VI, 2125.

Because it is God who calls us; because we are called in one
hope of our calling, namely, in hope, of eternal life, which God, who
cannot lie, promised “before the world began,” but now rle;vealis in
His Word (Eph. 414; Titus 1:2) therefore
we can and ought to
have the certainty of faith regarding our salvation and election.
But it is also true that only those who have acknowledged that they
are called with an eternal, holy calling-only
those who believe the
revealed Word of God, have been chosen from eternity, before the
foundation of the world. (Ephesians I:@.
I I8

l&ad the Bible for UDneyear!
Long ago in England there was a father who saw to it that his
son was very carefully instructed in the Word of God during his
early youth. Father and mother sought also to practice what they
taught their son, but the son threw everything to the four winds.
Although earnest prayers had accompanied the youth’s confirmation, he, did not remain faithful
; he went upon that broad path
wihich leadeth to destruction.
Finally, the time came when the father lay upon his death-bed.
This did not concern the son in the least, other than that he looked
forward to the money which he sh.ould receive, in tie inheritance.
The father summoned his son to the bed and said to h.im, “My dear
son, I have often told you that your present beihavior has caused
me much grief and sorrow. I do not expe:ct that my present admonitions will have any affect! upon you for the better. I ask only ona
thin{! of you, prom&e me tha$ after I am dead you will return to
this room8 in w:hich I have died; daily to read a portion from the’
Word of God. Do this for one year, only 365 days, a(nd then you caln
do as you pkase.” The son was deeply moveid and protised his dy-

ing father that he would obey his request.
On ‘t,he first day after the funeral the son went into the father’s room in which h’e had died and picked out the shortest Psalm
he could find to read. He continued to do t#xis on th.e second and
third day also. Soon he had to pass on to longer sections of Scncipture .and as the year progressed the more time he spent with the
Bible. Before the year ended the son was not only reading the Bible
but also praying. And when the year ended what a change had come
over the son! And no wonder, for Jesus says, “The words thu& I
speak uln’to you, they are spirit, an,d they are life,“-JGhn
6: 63. The
father would now be able to declare, if he were able tro witness this
wonderful transformation, “This myison was dead, and is alive a15:24. Jesus says, “There
gain; he was lost, and is found,“-Luke
is joy in the presence of the angels of #God over one sinner that re-

penteth,“-Luke

15~10.
-M.
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