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The beautiful words, “I knozo that my Redeemer liveth,” were 
spoken by Job, a man who undoubtedly lived 1500 years before the 
birth of Christ-ab,out 30 years before Moses led the children of 
Israel out of the Land of Egypt. Job was a pious, God-fearing man.. 
He was very wealthy and had a large family. He was also highly 
respected in the land of Uz in Northern Arabia. But God saw fit 
to permit Job to be sorely tried. Job’s son’s and daughters were 
taken from him by death; all of his wealth and all of his posses- 
sions were destroyed. Job himself was afflicted with a loathsome 
disease. His neighbors shunned him; his wife blasphemingly told 
him to curse God and die; his friends, who came to comfort him, 
only added to his sad plight by accusing him of having committed 
some great sin. But in the midst of his sorrows and suffering he 
expresses his faith in the words : “I kno?,u that my Redeemer 
liveth.” Job placed his trust in the living Savior, promised to Adam 
and Eve, and through such faith he was victorious over all his 
afflictions. 

On Easter, we are especially mindful of these words of Job 
concerning the Ziv,ing Savior. On Good Friday, Jesus, the Redeemer, 
was crucified and His body was laid in the tomb in Joseph’s gar- 
den But death could not hold the Son of God. Early Easter morn- 
ing He arose, from the tomb and an angel from heaven descended 
and rolled away the stone from the door of the sepulcher to show 
all people that the tomb was empty and to proclaim to the world 
the Easter Message : “He is not h-Gre, He is risen, as He h&h said.” 

The patriarch Job was certain of his faith in the ZivGq~ Re- 
deemer-and his certainty was based on the Word of God. So also 
we Christians must be filled with the divine certainty that our 
Savior truly lives. We, too, must be able to confess with Job: “I 
know that my Redeemer liveth.” And our certainty must be based 
alone upon God’s Word. 
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The Word of God presents to us numerous testimonies con- 
cerning the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. After the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus, the chief priests and Pharisees were ill at ease. 
They remembered that Jesus had said that He would rise again on 
the third day. They asked Pilate to make the sepulcher sure by 
placing the Roman seal upon its stone door and by setting guards 
near the tomb to make sure that the Idisciples did not steal the body 
of Jesus by night. But, in doing this, they actually proved the cer- 
tainty of Christ’s resurrection - for early ‘Easter morning the 
guards rushed into the city and told the chief priests about the 
earthquake and about the angel who rolled the stone from the 
door of the sepulcher, displaying the empty tomb-Jesu,s lives! 

But the Word of God testifies also that the Lord Jesus was 
seen at least ten times after His resurrection. We are told that He 
was seen first by Mary Magdalene and then by the other women 
who had come to the tomb early Easter morning and were retur- 
ning to Jerusalem. Later He appeared to Peter and still later on 
Easter Day to the two disciples on the way to EmmEus. On the 
evening of Easter Sunday Jesus appeared to all of the disciples ex- 
cept Thomas, and the following Sunday evening He appeared to 
them again- this time Thomas being with them. On one occasion 
He appeared to “over five hzhndred brethren.” He spoke to indivi- 
dual disciples and ate with them. He permitted them to touch Him, 
and for forty days He taught them concerning the Kingdom of God, 
a.nd last of all He gave them the commission to go and teach all 
n.ations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost, to teach them all things whatsoever He had 
commanded them, and that He Himself would be with them always 
even unto the end of the world. And then, even after His ascension 
into heaven, He appeared to the Apostle, Paul on the road to Da- 
mascus. Even from a. purely historical point of view, the resur- 
rection of Christ is more thoroughly and completely attested than 
many other historical incidents. Such testimonies concerning the 
r’esurrected Savior should remove all doubt and unbelief from our 
hearts and cause each one of us to confess with divine certainty: 

(‘1 know that my Re>deemer liveth!” 

All the joys and pleasures of this life had been taken away 
from Job. He wished that God would hasten his death and thus 
relieve him of his terrible misery. But though his earthly joys were 
gone, yet he knew where he could find true and everlasting spiri- 



tual joy, namely, joy in tihe living Redeemer. 

Easter is a time ,of joy and rejoicing for all of the children of 
God. We are told that Mary wept at the tomb of Jesus, but when 
she saw the Lord she re;turned to Jerusalem rejoicing. Of the dis- 
ciples we are told that they were, glad when they saw the Lord. 
And of the women who came to the tomb early on Easter .morning 
and heard the message of the angel, we are told that they departed 
quickly from the sepulcher with fear and great joy. They knew 
that Jesus was alive! ! 

But why should we Christians rejoice at the resurrection of 
Jesus? Christians rejoice in the living Savior because by His re- 
surrection, their redemption is completed. If Jesus would have re- 
mained in the grave, His suffering and death would mean nothing 
for us. St. Paul writes: “If Christ be not bpaised, your fuith is va.in; 
ye are yet in your sins.” The ksen Savior therefore proves that 
God is at pe,ace with men, that He has accepted the suffering and 
death of Jesus in place of the eternal suffering and death which we 
deserved by our sins. We may therefore exclaim with great joy: 
“I know that nzy Redeemer liveth!” And this is a statement of ever- 
lasting joy, for Job continues: “And that He sha.ll stand at the lat- 
tar day upon the earth: And though after my skin ~05~2s destroy 
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God: Whom I shall see for my- 
self, and mine eyes shall behold, and not another.” Because Jesu?s 
lives we also shall live with H i m forever in the joys of eternal 
bliss where we shall see the living God and our risen Savior face 
to face. Yes, we may joyfully and exultantly declare: “I know that 
nly Redeemer liveth!” 

The, friends of Job did not comfort him in his distress and 
misfortune. But Job had a source of enduring comfort in the good 
news of salvation which God had promised to all people through 
the Redeemer. He, therefore, looks to God alone for consolation 
when he cried out: “I know that my Red.eemer liveth, and that He 
sha&st,and at the Latter day upon the earth!” 

Yes, the living Savior is the only Source of enduring comfort 
for all people. In this life we may have to endure much suffering. 
We may suffer the loss of those who are very ,clear to us. We may 
lose all of our wealth and possessions. We. may be afflicted with 
some handicap or torment.ed by some dread disease,. We may be 
mocked an.d ridiculed by those whom we once considered to be our 



friends. But in all of our hardships, in all of our earthly suffering, 
we must remember that our Savior is not dead-He did not remain 
in the grave, He rose again and is now alive, and He bids us to cast 
all of our cares a.nd worries upon Him. “I know that my Redeemer 
live th,” is inldeed a statement of enduring comfort in times of 
earthly distress and sorrow. 

At times we may grieve over our sins and shortcomings. So 
often we find ourselvess guilty of doing those things which God for- 
bids in His Word and not doing what He requires of us. We may 
think that God will no longer forgive us our trespasses, and we 
may be on the verge of despair. But again we can find enduring 
comfort in the words: “I know that my Redeemer Eveth,“-for the 
fact that. Jesus lives proves beyond the shadow of a doubt that God 
the Father has accepted the suffering and death of Jesus as suffi- 
cient payment for the sins of all people and that His Word is most 
certainly true. If you sincerely believe that Jesu.s lives, then you 
can bye equally certain that all your sins are washed away in His 
redeeming blood. 

The resurrected and living Savior is also an enduring source 
of comfort in the hour of death. By His resurrection Jesus has 
won the victory over death and hell. Death hath lost its sting. Be- 
cause Jesus lives, eternal death has no power over us. Certainly 
our life on earth must come to an end-but becatise our Savior 
lives He, will also raise our bodies to life again on the last day and 
He will fashion our vile bodies like unto His glorious b,ody. And so, 
though our mortal bodies crumble to dust and decay, yet in our 
fl#esh we will see God, whom we shall see for ourselves and our eyes 
shall behold and not another. Therefore may the Ziving Savior be 
our enduring comfort in life and in death, and may we evermore 
confess with faithful Job: “I know that my Redeemer liveth.” 

P. R. B. 
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- Matthew 6:34 - 

It should not take, too much thought to realize that worry is 
not necessary.Worry does not change thin.gs ; it does not solve our 
problems ; it does not correct our mistake,s ; it does not increase our 
ineome; it does not ease our pain ; it does not lengthen our lives ! 

On the contrary, ~01.1 ,*y is dangerous. Fear and doubt, de;- 
pression and hopelessness, are th.e allies of worry. Worry harms 
us-mentally and physically. But far worse-worry is a sin. In- 
stead of trusting in the Lord, he who worries, leans unto his own 
understanding and conducts himself as though there were no al- 
mighty God. 

When our sinful flesh tempts us to worry, then let us remem- 
ber to squ.elch such evil thoughts and “cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and He &all sustain th.ee,” --Psalm 55:22. “Casting all your 
ca.re upon Him; for He careth f o:;r you,“-1 Peter 5 :7. 

Our dear heavenly Father loved us so much that He gave His 
Son to die for our sins. Will not He who has. given us such glorious 
spiritual treasures in Christ also grant us the smaller, perishable 
gifts-food, shelter, etc. ? 

Reard chapter 6, verses 24 to 34, of the Gospel of Matthew and 
there, behold holw Jesus, who is true God, promises those who seek 
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness-“&Z these things 
shall be added unto you.” The psalmist confesses, “I ha.ve been 
young, and now am old; yet have I not seen t,he aighteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging bread,“-Psalm 37: 25. 

God does not excuse laziness. Read Proverbs 6 :6ff. “If any 
would not ‘Luork, neither should he eat,“----11 Thess. 3 :lO. 

We should faithfully do the work which the Lord has allotted 
to each of us, being wise stewards as was Joseph (Gen. 41:47-49)) 
and leave the rest in the hands of God. Only then will we be as wor- 
ry-free as the birds of the air! 

-M. L. Nt 



Is it loveless to speak out against false teaching? On the con- 
trary, it is loveless not to do SO. "Son of man, I have made thee a 
watchman unto the house/of Israel: therefore hear the Word at My 
mouth, and give them warning from. Me. When I say unto the wic- 

ked, Thou shult surely die; an.d thou givest h!im no warning, nor 
weakest to warn the ‘wicked from, his wicked wa.y, to save his life; 
thIe same wicked man shall’,dic i.n his iniquity; but his blood will I 
require at thine /bad. . . .” (Ezekiel 3 :17-21) Every Bible student 
knows that it was the characteristic of the believers of all ages 
(Elijah, John the Baptist, Paul, etc.) to speak out against false 
teachiag. How Jesus warned His disciples to ,beware of the leaven 
of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees (Matthew 16: 6) ! 

Teaching false doctrine is not something which is to be taken 
lightly, Tihe, Lord Jesus warns us to beware of false prophets 
(Matthew 7: 15) and that we are not to believe every spirit, but 
rather that we are, to test them by the Word of God (I John 4: 1). 
Why? Even a “little” false teaching ultimately destroys the whole 
body of Christian doctrine (Galatians 5 :9) u:nless it is remojved. 

The psalmist characterizes the attitude on the part of every 
true believer when he says, “Thy Word is very p,@e: therefore Thy 
servant loveth it” (Psalm 119 :140). It is this Word which tells us 
that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them (II Corinthians 5: 19) ; it is 
this Word which assures us that he who believes these glorious 
Gospel tidings, has the, forgiveness of sins and the assurance of 
eternal life with Jesus in the joys of heaven (John 3 :16) ; it is 
this Word which lights up th.e pathway of this life (Psalm 119 :. 
105) and enlightens our minds to the blessings of our heavenly 
Father in Christ (Psalm 119: 130). 

That Word is precious to us! We know that it was not spun 
from man’s imagination, but all Scripture is given by the inspira- 
tion of God (IL Timothy 3: 16). The Bible, bei.ng God’s Word, is the 
Truth (John S7: 17). Holy men of God spake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost (II Peter 1:21). 



Therefore the Christian rejects whatover is contrary to the 
Word of God. The fact that a man may call himself a Lutheran1 
pastor, profe,ss.or or teacher, does not mean that what he teaches 
is to be swallowed hook, line, and sinker! The man’s learning, gifts, 
or sincerety, do not necessarily make him right. We are told that 
the Bereans were more noble. than those in Thessalonica. Why? In 
that they received the Word which they heard from the lips of the 
Apostle Paul with all readiness of mind, and %xrched the Scrip- 
tures duily, <whether those things were so” (Acts 17 91). 

The Christians reject w;hat contradicts God’s Word because 
of love for that precious Word of God. And rightly so. For “charity 
(love) re;joiceth not in iniqtity, but rejoiceth in the truth” (I Cor- 
inthians 13 16). False doctrine comes from the father of all lies- 
the devil (John 8 :44). And he who would set forth a false doctrine 
follows in the footsteps of Satan who seeks to destroy the Truth 
an.d deceive the hearts of the simple. 

We readily grant that it is loveless to bear false witness or 
to d.eal with a priva,te sin publicly without observing the steps set 
forth by the Lord in Matthew 18. But where the error is publi~,~ 
th>ere the error is to b e dealt w,ith ~z&licZ~.. D I”. Luther s~lx this 
forth in such a splendid Scriptural manner in his Large Catechism 
with regard to Dhe Eighth Commandment. (Concordia Triglotta, 
page. 6513 ff) 

Love for God antd His Word, for the soul of the false teacher, 
and for the souls of those who might be le,d astray by such false 
teaching, should constrain us to admonish and warn. A Christian 
should be careful lest, he give in to his sinful flesh and allow him- 
self to be motivated by ‘“p.arty spirit” (I Corinthians 1: 11,12), or 
self-righteous Pharisaism, ever considering himself, lest he also 
be tempteid (Galatians 6 9) Moreover, “the servant of the Lord 
must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patien@ 
in meekness instructing those thut oppose themselves; if God per- 
adventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth; and that they may recover themselves out of the snare of 
the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will” (II Timothy 2: 
24-26). 

May the Lord of the Church grant that we always rejoice in 
His Trut,h and never in iniquity ! (I Corinthians 13: 6) 

-M. L. N. 
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THE SIN AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST 
A BIBLE STUDY 

I. Scrip-lure Passages Treating this Doctrine (sedes doctrin,ae) 

MATTHEW 12: 22-32. The work of casting out devils and of healing 
demoniacs was a special proof that Jesus is 

the promised messiah who came into this world to crush the ser- 
pent’s head. When Jesus, therefore, had performed the miracle 
spoken of in this text, casting out an e,vil spirit which had causled a 
man to be both blind and unable to speak, the people were amazed 
at the divine power which JIesus displayed and openly declared that 
Jesus must be the Son of David, the promised Messiah. Even the 
Pharisees, the leaders of t.he Jewish Church, were greatly impressed 
and were, no doubt, convinced in their hearts that this miracle was 
a work of God. The Holy Ghost had worked tha.t conviction in their 
hearts. Yet, these men made it, their business, continually and at 
every opportunity, to influence the people against Je,sus and, though 
they had the inner co:nviction that this was a divine miracle which 
Jesus had performed, still they blasphemed with the worst possible 
blasphemy. They declared it to be a work of Satan, saying: “This 
fellow d.oth not cast out devils but by Beelxebub, the prince of &I@- 
vils.” In this connection, Jesus, who knew th.eir thoughts, warned 
the Pharisees a#gainst the, o,ne great sin, which, unlike other sins, is 
not forgiven - the SIN AGAINST THE HOLY GIZOST. In this text, 
Jesus stresses the unusual character of this sin by distinguishing 
it from the sin against the Son of God. MARK 3 :22-30 and LUKE 
12: 10 are parallels of this text. 

I JOHN 5: 16. In this text, St. John plainly makes reference to the 
sin against the Holy Ghost by distinguishing be- 

tween the “sin not unto death” and the “sin unto death.” St. John is 
speaking of prayelr or intercession for sin. We are to pray or inter- 
cede for our brlethren in efvery need but especially that they b e, 
ke,pt from sin and its evil consequences. If a brother falls into sin, 
knowihgly transgressing the Word of God and, as a result, losing 
his hold on Christ, the solid Rock of Salvation, we should not only 
earnestly adrnonish him in a brotherly manner but also fervently 
pray that God would turn him from the error of his way. But S;t. 
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John makes it clear that there is one sin for which prayer is futile, 
namely, the “sin unto death” wh i cih i s the sin against the Holy 
Ghost. 
HEBREWS 6 :4-8; 10: 26-31. These two passages also spea.k of the 

sin against the Holy Ghost for they, 
too, clearly deny the possibility of a renewed repentance in the 
case of those “who were once enlightened and have tasted tjh,e 
heavenly gift,” but the,n sin "willfully." Let us look, first of all, at 
HEBREWS 6 :4-8. Here the Apostle chara&eriz,e,s those for whom re- 
newed repentance is impossible by saying that they are those ‘C/who 
?,uere once enkightemed,” who were brought to saving faith in Christ 
Jesus by the work of the Holy Ghost; “who h&vie tasted of the heav- 
enly gift,” all the spiritual blessings of God’s grace, e,.g., the for- 
give,ness of sins, life, and ete,mal salvation in Christ Jes,us; who 
‘%ve~re made partakers of the Holy Ghost,” the Holy Ghost having 
convinced them of their salvation and having pledge,d to them eter- 
nal life through Christ’s work of redemptio,n ; who “have tasted 
the good Woyd of God, and the powers of the world to come,” hav- 
ing experienced the, power of God’s Word and, by faith, being par- 
takers of the glories of heaven. Now, if such people deliberately 
and maliciously deny the Truth of which they are convinced, then 
they crucify the Son of God anew and put him to shame, before the 
world, and their return to repentance is impossible,. They have com- 
mitted the sin against the Holy Ghost, for which their is no for- 
giveness either in this world or in the world to come. The reason 
that they remain forever unforgiven is not to be found in God but 
in themselves for, when, against better knowledge, they blasphebe 
and maliciously deny the grace of God, they have actually sealed 
their own eternal detructian. Now let us look at 
I-IEBRE~S IO: 26-31. These verses do not refer to some ordinaly 
transgression or sin of which even Christians are guilty ‘every day. 
Th.e holy writer is speaking of a wilful sin, chiefly a sin a.gainst 
that of which he has just spoken in the preceding verses wh.ere he 
admonishes those who have come to faith “to hold fast the psofes- 
sion of their faith without wavering,” to continue in good works 
of love toward one another, not to neglect the Means of Grace by 
staying home from churtih services, and humbly to apply and to re- 
cleive brotherly admonition. The sin is therefore a wilful denial of 
the true faith, an outright denial of Christ and His Word on the 
part of one who knows the Truth. Those who becom,e guilty of this 
sin do so purposely, with a deliberate and wicked intent; and they 
go on sinning -they persist in their si’n. After they have received 
the knowledge of the Truth and have accepted Jesu.s and His sal- 
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vation, such people, with an evil intent, blasphemou8sly deny the 
Truths of God’s Word which they halve accepted and believed. In 
their case, this text seys, “there remaineth no morre sa,crifice for: 
sins, but a fearful looking for of judgment and fiem indignation, 
which shall devour th,e adv&sarie$---vv. 26b, 27. Such people have 
discarded the ,only means of salvation. The terribleness of this sin 
is described in verses 28-31. With regard to these verses, Dr. P. E. 
Kretzmann wl;r)ite,s in his Popular Commentwy: “Such is the 
description of man’s condition who, after having received the grace 
of God in conversion, now sins in such a terrible manner, and not 
only once and under pa.rticular provocation, but again ahd again, 
with fiendish delight in shocking others $y his utter recklessnems.” 

I I. What We Learn from these Passages Concerning the Sin Against 

The Holy Gho~st 

1. It is not a sin against the Person of th.e Holy Ghost for then the 
Holy Ghost woulld appear to be greater than the Father and the 

Son. It is rather a sin against the work of th,e Holy Ghost whiich 
consists in calling sinners to Christ and giving them the assurance 
of their salvation -it is a conscious resistance of His work. 

2. The sin against the Holy Ghost can be committed either and on2y 
by one w&o has been converted or by one who has experienced 

the influence of the Holy Ghost upon his heart. 

3. This sin is committed when, after the Holy Ghost has, convinced 
a person in his heart of the divine Truth, that person mverthe- 

less not only rejects the Truth of which he is convinced, but alsio 
blasphemes and mocks it. 

4. The person living in this sin will continue in his stubborn resis- 
tance, with blasphemous, outspoken mockery of the work of the 

Holy Ghost until his death. He cannot repent and has no desire for 
forgiveness. 

5. This sin is not unpardonable because of its greatness but because 
of its nature, for it is a sin which rejects all pardon. It is a sin 

directed against every effort of the Holy Ghost to convert and to 
save a person. 

6. This sin against the Holy Ghost can, indeed, be detected, but in 
order to distinguish betwe,en the “sin not ulnto death” and the 

“sin wnto death” a special God-givan gift of discernment and 
knowledge is requ.ired. Luther therefore warns us not to be hasty 
in charging someone with this sin. 
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I I I. Sins which Must Not be Confused with the Sin Against the 
Holy Ghost 

I. The sin against the Holy Ghost is not the same as mere unbelief, 
because it is our duty to pray for unbelievers but not for those 

who have committed the “‘sin unto death.” 

2. The sin against the Holy Ghost must not be applied to those who 
because of manifest sinning and impenitence are excommunict+ 

ted from a Christian congregation, for excommunication is the 
last sharp remedy to bring them to repentance, so that they may 
again come to saving faith through the Gospel. 

3. The sin against the Holy Ghost is not the same as final impeni- 
tence. Those who die in unbeli:e,f, thus receiving eternal condem- 

nation, have not necessarily committed the sin against the Holy 
Ghost. 

4. Not ‘every kind of resistwee against the Holy Ghost is unpar- 
donable-for all men, by nature, resist the Holy Ghost until the 

Holy Ghost, through the Word, converts them and c;hanges their 
hearts. 

5. The sin against the Holy Ghost does not consist in blasphemy 
against the Truth as the result of spiritual blindness, e.g., if a 

man blasphemes divine Truths of which he is not convinced in his 
heart.-Example: Paul. 

6. If a person is convinced of the Truth and yet den.& and blas- 
phemes, from fear of men, from the love of the world, from 

pride, selfishnes’s, or self-righteousness, that person has not yet 
committed the Unpardonable Sin.-Example: Peter. 

7. The sin of hairdewing one’s hew-t is very closIely related to the 
sin aga.inst the Holy Ghost. but, yet, the two must not ba con- 

fused. When u.ngodly men take offense at the preaching of the 
divin’e Word so that the more they hear, the more they resist the 
Holy Spirit, Scripture tells us that they harden their hearts against 
the divine Truth. Eut there are degrees in the process of hardening 
an:d not every case of hardening of the heart is beyond. recovery. 

IV. Definitions of the Sin Against the Holy Ghost by Various 
Lutheran Theologians 

“The sin against the Holy Ghost, or the unpardonable sin, con- 
sists in a knowing, conscious, stubborn, and malicious opposition 
to divine Truth once recognized as such, and in blasphemous hos- 
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tility against it2’- Fuerbringer, Engelder, and Kretzmann, Con- 
cordia Cyclopedia. 

“The sin against the Holy Ghost is directed against the work 
which the, Holy Ghost is doing in the heart of the person commit- 
ting the sin. It consists in this that such a person from sheer spite 
and malice rejects a.nd blasphemes those truths of which the Holy 
Ghost is convincing or has convinced him.“-Koehler. 

“The sin against the Holy Ghost is the malicious denial of th.e 
divine Truth which a person has cle.arly understood and approved 
in his conscience, a hostile assault on it, horrible blaspheming, and 
an obstinate rejection of all the Means of Grace, which lasts to the 
end.” -Hollaz. 

“An intentional denial of evangelical Truth, which was acknow- 
ledged and approved by conscience, c.onnected with a bold attack 
upon it and voluntary blasphemy of it.“-J. Gerhard. 

“The sin against the Holy Ghost consists 1. in a denial of evan- 
gelical Truth, which was evidently and sufficiently acknowledged 
an,d approved and which was effected by a full, free, and unim- 
peded exorcise of the will; 2. in a hostile attack upon the same; 
3. in a voluntary and atrociou,s blasphemy.“-Quenstedt. 

V. The Purpose of this Doctrine 

In every instance in which this doctrine is spoken of in the, Scrip- 
tures, it is for the purpose of giving a solerv~n and kmpressive warn- 
ing. The warning which this doctrine presents is one which might 
well be heeded even in our days-perhaps more so now than ever 
before. There is so much looseness in thinking, in living, and in 
speaking; so much frivolity th.at people refuse to heed the serious- 
ness of their eternal welfare and foolishly squander their time of 
grace. It is a grave warning for those who forsake or boldly contra- 
dict the, Word of God in their lives-in their words or actionis- 
contrary to better knowledge and undertanding which the Holy 
Ghost has worked in their hearts through the Word of God. 

VI. H’ow Does the Fact that the Sin Against the Holy Ghost is Not 
Forgiven A#gree withmthe Fact that Christ has Gained 

Forgiveness for All Sins ? 

This sin is unpardonable< not because of any unwillingness on 
the part of God, but because of the condition of the person who 
commits such a sin. This sin cannot be forgiven, not because the 



mercy of God and the merits of Christ are not sufficient, but be- 
cause, as a result of the person’s outright rejection of the work of 
the Holy Spirit, the judgment of God is pronounce,d against him 
alrea,dy in this world. 

It also must be made very clear that if a person does not commit 
this sin against the Holy Ghost, it is due solely to God’s grace and 
in no wise to any good quality in man. And if a p,!erson does commit 
this sin, it is entirely his own fault ; it was not caus.e:d by a lack of 
God’s grace or of Christ’s merit, or of the saving operation of the 
Holy Spirit. Here,, too, salvation is the result of God’s grace alone ; 
damnation is the result of man’s sin alone. A true Christian cannot 
dare to say: The reason why I have not committed the sin against 
the Holy Ghost lies in me. 

In his sermon on the sin against the Holy Ghost, Luther says: 
“‘For this let us prccy that w,e do not fall into this sin that will noii? 
etidure t,he plain Truth; for in tha,t caSe there is no counsel, or help, 
or exczcse, but th!e final wrath of God has set in.” And at the closej 
of Dhe sermon, Luther prays: “May God keep us from this sin.” 

VI I. In Conclusion 

Those who are disturbed in their minds that they might have 
committed the sin against the Holy Ghost, have. definitely not com- 
mitted it-because thos.e who have committed this sin are not in 
the least concerned about it. There, ,is only one thing that will d,+ 
liver u s from the fear ,of having commitied th.e sin against the 
Ho1.y Ghost, and that is, our heart, mind, and thoughts must be 
turned entirely to the ubsolutdy zbxiversal and the absoE&$~ fry!, 
grace of God in Christ Jesus which is so clearly revealed to us in 
the Holy Scriptures. 

-I?. R. B 



Yew not them which kill the body!” 

- Matthew 21 :I6 - 

This directive of Scripture was followed in a most remarkable 
manner in the year 260 AD, in the city of Caesarea in Cappadocia. 
Here was a young boy by the name of Cyrillus whose heart was so 
aglow with the love of Christ that he faithfully confessed Him with 
his lips. “For of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketh,“- 
Luke 6: 45. Neither threat,enings nor whippings could force him to 
stop confessing Jesus as his Savior. We think of the answer which 
the, Apostles Peter and John gave when they were brought before 
the Jewish council, “We cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and hear,d,“-Acts 4: 20, 

Some unbelieving children about the same age as Cyrillus made 
fun of him whenever they met him on the street. In fact, his very 
own father scolded and whipped him, finally driving him out of the 
house. But the attitude of Cyrillus was that of the apostles who, 
when they were commanded to stop telling others about Jesus, de- 
clared, “We ought to o b ey God rather than men,“-Acts 5: 29. 
Cyrillus endureid all this with great patience, yea, with joy, declar- 
ing that his father was depriving him of something insignificant 
in comparison to what his heavenly Father had so graciously given 
him. 

The news concerning Cyrillus reached the ea.rs of the governor 
who ciommanded that the boy be brought to him. The governor 
spoke to him in a very friendly manner, sa,ying, ‘“My child, I wilt: 
pardon you and your father will take you back, if only you will be\ 
reasonable and think of your own welfare. It is up to you to be your 
fatheri’s heir.” U:ndaunted, the youth answered, “I suffer willingly; 
God will receive me. I do not despair because I have been driven 
from home, for I shall be granted a far better dwelling pkxce. I do 
not fear death, because it leads me to a better life." 

The governor then attempted to instill fear in the youth by the 
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use of threats. But it was in vain. Finally, the enraged governor 
commanded that the youth was to be executed. Secretly, however, 
the governor had directed that he had done this to scare the lad, 
hoping that when Cyrillus would behold the fire he would change 
his mind. But he remaine,d unruffled and looked into the flames 
with a calm expression on his face. When he was brought back into 
the governor’s presence, the governor repeated his threats out of 
compassion for Cyrillus. The boy answered, “YOW fire and sword 
do not concern me. I go to. a better Howxe; m,ake a quiclc end with; 
me that I may soon depart.” 

Those who were present to observe all these things, wept out 
of sympathy for the boy. “You should rather rejoice,” Cyrillus told 
them, “but you knozu nothing of the C,ity {where I ati% going.” Tine 
Lord did not deprive the b,oy of the joy for which he SIO sincerely 
lzonged. The brief pain of a grues,ome death led Cyrillus into the 
arms of Him, who during Hi s days here upon earth declared, 
Yhff er (permit) the little children to come unto Me, and f&Gd 
them not: for of such is the kingdom of God,“----Mark IO 94. 

-M. L. N. 

Report on Our Seminary 
By the grace of God the faculty and students of our Seminary 

have completed the work of the first semester. Final examinations 
were given during the last week in January. God has again richly 
ble,ssed the labors of professors and students, granted them good 
health, and kept His protecting hand over them in the discharge of 
their duties. For all these gracious blessings from our heavenly Fa- 
ther we are humbly grateful. 

From January 31st through February 3rd it was the privilege, 
of the faculty to meet. with three members of our Commit& on. 
Theological Education, namely: Rev. Paul Blcedel of Seattle, chair- 
man ; Rev. Julius Schmitt of Wilmot, SD. ; and Mr. Daniel Mensing 
of Tinley Park, Ill., to discu,ss significant matters pertaining to our 
Seminary, such as class schedules, the curriculum, and teaching 
methods as well as prospects for the future and suggestions for im- 
proving the quality of our ministerial program. On two evenings 
the sttidents also met with the faculty and members of the CTE and 
joined in the discussion of these matters. It is the consensus of all 

- Please turn to page 3 I - 
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The World Synod of Bishops has voted overwhelmingly to re- 
tain the prohibition against marriage for priests in the Latin rite 
of the Roman Catholic Church. The vote to retain the Latin rite’s 
celebacy rule was 168 to IO, with 3 abstentions and 21 proposed 
amendments. 

Celibacy among the clergy dates back to about the 5th cen.tumJ, 
but was not vigorously enforced until the “reign of Pope Gregory 
VII (Hi1dGbran.d). The Roman Catholic Church seeks to justify 
this teaching by refewirt.g to I Corinthialns 7:38, “So then he that 
giveth her ‘in rnnirriage doeth, well; but he that giveth her not iri 
m.arria,ge doeth bette,?’ But look at thexontext in which this verse 
is found. In verse 26, the Apostle says? “I suppose therefore thut! 
this is good for the pIresent distress,,I say, that it is good for a man 
so to be.” Because of the bitter persecutions being waged against 
th.e Christians particula~rly at that time it was wiser under the cir- 
cumstances to be unmtirried. That same Apostle writes to his co- 
laborer, Timothy, concerning th,e pastors, “A bishop mu.st be blame- 
less, the husband of one wife.. .” -I Timothy 3:2. The Apostle: 
Peter was malrried, Mark 1:3O. The Roman Catholic hierarchy has 
once again reveale,d her continued opposition to the Word of God 
in forbidding the cltkgy to marry, see I Timothy &I-3. God says, 
“Marriage is honorable in all, and th,e bed undejiled,” Hebrews .!3: 
4. 

Harry Britton, age 46, 1ive.s in self-imposed exile in Washing- 
ton, D.C. He hopes someday to go back to his wife and three child- 
ren in Erie, Pa. But for the past 14 months he has put on his signs 
and kept vigil by the White House to protest the “Women’s libeya- 
tion nxovement” and urge wives to stay at home and take care of 
their husbands and families. He says, “Wives are supposed to be 
keepers of the home and obedient to thedr husbands. It’s just too,’ 
muoh for wome,n to work two jobs--+a paying job as ~~$5’1 as her 
work in ihe home. I be1iev.e a housewife’s wonk is never done.” 
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How sad that the Scriptural ?e&iing concerning the duties of 
the husband and wife are rapidly being spldrned by thosejeven with- 
in the,;pa.le of Chkstendom! The Scl-iptures teach thut the HUSBAND 
is to provide for his wife and family (I Timothy 5: 8) and that the 
WIFE'S PLACE is inde:e cl within the h.ome, as the Apostle states, 
“That they may teach th,e young women90 be sober, to love th,eir 
husbands, to lolve their children. To be d,iscreet, chaste, keepers at 
home, good, obedient to the& own husbands, that the Word of God 
be not blasphe.med,” -Titus 2~4,s. It is certainly not in harmony 
with such Biblical princi,ples for a wife and mother to secure out- 
side employment if it nteans neglecting her household responsibi- 
Ii ties. 

-M. L. N. 

- Continued from page 29 - 

that these meetings were most. profitable a~nd that positive fruits 
will develop therefrom. 

A semester break took place from February 7th to 11th. 
The second semester began on February 14th and will conclude 

early in June. Because of personal circumstances all students will 
be carrying a lighter load, and all classes will be conducted in the 
evening. Prof. Mensing will teach Homiletics and Hebrew Gram- 
mar ; Prof. Schaefer will teach Do,gmatics and Symbolics. Many 
hours besides will be devoted by the faculty to the preparation of 
future courses as well as the revamping of material already taught 
so as to improve the quality of the curriculum and to make the 
wisest possible use of available time. 

Both professors continue to find great enjoyment in their tea- 
ching duties and remain impressed with the consecration, interest, 
and participation of the students. Their high quality of work bears 
out the fact that they are truly gifte,d of God, men who sincerely 
appreciate the opportunity for Seminary training based on the pure 
Word of God unmixe.d with current unscriptural theological trends. 
May the Lord of the Church move the hearts of other young men 
in our various congregations to give prayerful consideration to this 
important work in His Kingdom, in the highest and most necessary 
ofhce on earth-the Christian ministry! 

May all of our Conference members wholeheartedly continue 
to support our beloved Seminary with their fervent prayers and 
generous gifts to the glory of His name and the welfare of H!is 
Kingdom ! 

-Prof. 0. W. Schaefer, Seminary President 
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