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“From a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures which are
able #o make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is
in Christ Jesus, All Scripture is given by inspiration of God
and is prof ifa bl e for doctrine9 for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works?

--II Timothy 345-17.

Dear pastors, delegates, and friends in Christ Jesus:
“We believe, and therefore spec&M” These words from the 2nd

epistle of Paul to the C,orinthia.ns have been chosen as the motto for
our 1972 convention here in Seattle. Our believing and speaking,
however, must have a foundation, and the only foundation for our
Christian faith and confession is the Bible-the
sacred truths of
which can be, known by small children as the Apostle writes to
Timothy in the opening words of our text : “From a child,” yes,
from infancy, “thou hast known the Holy Scriptures!” And the
Bible, which is the foundation for that w*hich we, as Christians,
believe and speak, is fully able to show us the one and only way to
heaven and, to that end, to accomplish saving faith in the human
heart! Yes, the Holy Scriptures indeed are, able to make us “wise
unto salvation through finith in Christ Jest!”
It is for this very
important purpose that the Lord God Himself gave us His Word
even as our text assures us : “All Scripture is given bfj inspiration
of God!” The Apostle Paul then proceeds to mention those things
for which the S>criptures are profitable or useful-and it is to these
things that I wish to direct your attention this morning as we consider the theme:
SameSpecial Facts RegardingThe Word Of GodWhich We Christians Do
Well To ConsiderAs We OpenThe 21st ConventionOf Our Beloved
ConcordiaLu!heran Conference
1, The Word of God is profitable for d’octrine and for reproof,
2, The Word of God is profitable for correction and for instruc=
tion in righteousness.

May God the Holy Ghost bless the consideration
83

of His Word.

T
“All Scripture is given by inspiration of’ God and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof !” Here the Apostle sets forth the profit-

ableness or usefulness of Scripture both with regard to its positive
and negative aspects. It instructs us as to what we are to believe
and not to believe. It tells us what the Holy Ghost teaches, and reproves what man’s wisdom teache,s. It teaches that which has its
origin in the Creator of all things and denounces that which originates with the destroyer of all things, namely, the devil. It counsels us with regard to our preaching: that we preach to our people the positive truths of God’s Word and that we also preach polemics-the
renunciation of error and false doctrine. The Scriptures are therefore profitable for thesis and antithesis-that
we
may proclaim Dhe Wisdom of God and repudiate the Philosophy of
man, boldly speaking the positive truths set forth in th,e Bible and
boldly speaking against whatever runs counter to Scripture. ‘l’he
Wisdom of God is profitable for doctrine and for reproof!
One of th,e wonderful doctrines or teachings which we are to
believe and for which the Bible is profitable-is,
for example, the
doctrine of the inspiration of Scripture-that
“Holy men of God
spake as thez,! were moved by the Ho/v Ghost!” and that the Holy
Ghost not only moved the men to write but also breathed into their
minds the very thoughts which they expressed and the very words
which they wrote so that St. Paul could write concerning himself
and his fellow Apostles: “We speak not in the ,words which man’s
wisdom teachet,h, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth.” Scripture
teaches that its every word is God’s Word-without
error and without contradiction. So we believe, so we speak, and so we teach.
And the Bilble is profitable for reproving that teaching which
places the Word of God on the same level with the writings of men;
which makes the Bible subject to human interpretation, to the writings of the fathers, or to the, declarations of counsels and synods;
which states that the Bible contains God’s Word and that it also
contains error -that all its words a.nd parts are not inspired by
God. 0 how plainly Scripture declares: “Thou shalt not add thereto
nor diminish from it !“---I’ All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God!“-” Though-we or an angel from helaven preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be
accursed!”

The Bible is profitable c‘fjor doctrine, for reproof!” It reveals
to us everything that the Lord God wants us to know and to be84

liave-a n d it reveals th ese doctrines in Crystal Clear passages
which we refer to as sedes doctrinae. Our Catechism contains a
great number of such sedes which are very familiar to us. The
Bible IS profitable for doctrine -it is likewise profitable for reproof! Without the Bible we would simply be floundering spiritually-we would not know what to believe-we would not what to
reprove. We muld know that there is a God and we would know
many things zlbout God-BUT we would not know who the tru.e God
is and we would not know ho’w to reprlove the sin of idolatry. We
would know s,omething a b out sin and we would have; some code
about right and wu;ong BUT we would not know all of the things
which God wants us to do and refrain from doing; that God requires of us perfection and holiness and that God pronounces His
curse of eternal d.amna:tion upon all who do not continue in all
things which are written
in the Book of the Law. Without the
Bible we would not know about the creation of the universe and of
man ; about the FALL of the, first parents of the human race and the
total depravity of our human nature. We would not know how to
reprove the modern theories of evolution, nor would we know how
to reprove those who hold that there is some good in everyone and
that infants and little children are sinless. Without the Bible we
would know nothing about the grace of God in Christ Jesus our
Savior ; about salvation by God’s grace alone,, for Christ’s sake,
through faith-without
the deeds of the Law; about what God has
done and is still doing for our salvation; about the person and work
of Christ, namely, that He is true. God and true man, that He kept
the Law, suffered the punishment of Hell as our Substitute---that
all who believe in Him might not perish but have everlasting life ;
that in and through Christ we have the forgiveness of all our sins,
life and salvation as the free and unme,rited gift of God’s grace !
Have you ever thought of the things which we would not knowwere, it tiot for the Holy Scriptures ? We woulld not know about
Baptism, the Sacrament of the Altar, the Office of the Keys, the
Office of the Ministry, the Church, the Person and Work of the
Holy Ghost, Prayer, and we would not know about the Last Things,
the, end of the world, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting! And we would know nothing about the scathing reproofs
of false doctrine and false teachers which are found throughout
the Bible. But thanks be to God, these things are not hidden from
us-for we have the Word of God in its full truth and purity in the
Holy Scriptures -and what is set forth there is wh:at we, by God’s
grace, believe -and as we believe, so we speak and so we teach!
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II
But our text c+ontinu.es: “All Swipture

is given by inspirution
. . . for co,rrection, for ,dnstruction in righ-

of God ,and is profitable
teousness.” The ,Word of God is not only profitable for what we are

to believe and what we are to reprove, but it is als-o profitable for
ho.w we are to live, for example, when the Lord God corrects us in
our lives by telling us “Thou skxlt NOT!“-and when the Lord God
re,quires certain things of us by telling us “Thou shalt!”
Oh, how lost we Christians would be in our walk through life
if our dear Lord had not revealed to us what offlends Him, what
is unholy and wicked in His sight so that we would not be ciorrected when we fall away from Him as we, do daily in our thoughts,
desires’, wjords, and :deeds. How unfortunate we would be if the Lord
had not revealed to us that which is profitable for instruction in
righteousness so that we would not at all know what is pleasing to
Him and redounds to His glory and honor. Without that correction
and instru,ction in righteousness for which the Bible is profitable
we would have no guide to follow in our Christian life of sanctification; we would not know how to let the Lord direct our path.
Again we thank God that day after day, as Luther says, we, Christians have the privilege of sitting at the feet of the Holy Spirit, receiving from Him all the instructions we need to enable us to walk
in the paths of righteousness. The Christian is one who should use
the Word of God continually -for
only by continuing in the
Word of the Lord day after day will your knowledge be deepened
and re,freshed and you#r joyful confidence of faith will remain firm
and unmoved and you will want to walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing-living
under Him in His Kingdom and serving Him!
Because we believe what God says when He corrects us and instructs us in righteousness -so we speak to others, and so we teach.
In conclusion, our text says: “That

the man of God may be

perfect, throughly furnished unto all good worJGs.” Every Christian

is here ,encou.raged to live up to what his office and station in life
requires according to God’s will. By making faithful use of the Holy
Scriptures you will beoome thoroughly instructed, furnished, and
equipped toward every good work through the power of the Holy
Spirit and you will learn to find your grea.test delight in performing the will of God and in doing those, works which please Him.
That is the wonderful value and power of the Holy Scriptures
given by inspiration of God, and profitable for doctrine,, for reproof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness
1
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Holw precious is the Book Divine by inspiration
given;
Bright as a Lamp its doctrines shine
To guide our souls to heaven.
It shows to man his wandering ways And where his
feet have trt&,
And brings to view the matchless!grace
Of a forgiving God.
O’er all the.straight and narrow way
beams are cast;
A Light whose never weary ray
Grows brightest lcctthe last.

Its radiant

It sweetly cheers our djrooping Ihearts
vale of tears.
Life, Light, {and Joy it still imparts
And quells our rising fears.

In this dark

This Lamp through all the tedious night of life shall
guide our way
Till we behold the cle’arer light
Of an eternal day.

P.

R. B

The word “Amen” literally means “true, firm” and is used to
express assent or absolute approval u.pon a statement with regard
to its truthfulness or verity. In Deuteronomy 2695 ‘cAmen” is used
as the solemn affirmative response to an oath. In the synagogues
and private homes of the Jews it was customary for the people or
members of the family who were present to say “Amen” to the
prayers which were offered by the minister or master of the household. This custom remained in the early Christian church. Doxologies and private prayers were appropriately closed with “Amen.”
The word “Amen,” as used in connection with prayer, is found in
Matthew 6: 13 and I Corinthians 14: 16. The word “Amen,” translated “Verily,” was frequently used by the Lord Jesus when He was
about to speak a very important and solemn Trutrh. Its repitition,
“Verily, ve,ril y?” strengthened the assertion. In II Corinthians I: 20
we are told that the promises of God are “Amen” because they are
-
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CANandOUGHTa CHRISTIAN
be CERTAINof HIS SALVATION!
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Summary of an e,ssay by Dr. U. V. Koren, 1826 - 1910, a conservative Norwegian Lu.theran theologian upon whom Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Missouri, conferred the title Doctor of Divinity in
1903. This essay was presented in a complete translation from the
Norwegian by Rev. J. A. Schmitt to the 1972 Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Confe,rence. Pastor J. A. Sc$hmitt has prepared this
summary of Koren’s essay which we are happy to share with our
readers for their growth in knowledge on this important subject.
With these introductory remarks, we will now account for
whether a believing Christian can and ought to be certain of his
salvation. As before stated, we find the first and express confession regarding it in our Third Article of Faith, where we say:
“We believe in the life everbting.”

Our faith is a true Christian faith only when we truly add the
words, “FOT me,” to all the Articles of Fa.ith. But above all is this
true in the article of eternal life; for we are not baptized for thijs
present life. Yea, all the Articles of Faith have this one aim in
view, namely, to make us certain of our eternal glory in Christ.
Now, hoiw are we t:o be certain that we shall be kept in the
true and living faith unto our end. We are in a humble and childlike manner to believe the sure promises of our Almighty Heavenly Fath,er. We are helpless, but “It is God why works in us both’to
will and to do His good pZeaszcre.“-Phil. 2: 13. God’s inf@ible
Word to the Hebrews and so also to you and to me says that God:
‘Wakes us perfect in every good work to do His will, working in
us that which is well pleasing in His sight, through Je,sus Christ,
I.3 :21.
to whom be glory, for ever and ever. Amen/-Hebrews

Our Lord Jesus Christ does not desire that our hearts be
troubled, but that we believe in God and believe also in Him. He
has therefore said: “In wry Flather’s house are many mansions.. .
I go to prepare a place fey you. And if I go and prepare a place
for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself, that where

John 14:1-2. He has promised us another
Comforter, the Holy Spirit, “that He may abide with us forever,”
-John 14: 16, and has said : “I live, and ye sha,ll live also,“-v. 19.
In His High Priestly Prayer He prays that God will “Keep us
from the evil,” and says, “Father, I will tlhat they wh$om thou hast
I am, ye rnoq be also.“-

ghen me, be with me where I am, that they may behold my glory,
wlzich
thou hast given ‘me.” -John 17 ~24. He has promised to be

with us always, even unto the end of the world, and ha.s at the
same time reminded us that “all p0we.r is given unto me in heaven
and in earth.,” -Matthew
28:18-20. He can therefore also promise
us, and has promised us, that the sheep, i.e., those who hear His
voice, “sha811never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of
my hand .” -JohnlO :28.
Let u.s listen to Luther where he says: “I let the matter rest
here. I accordingly will no longer wish to care for my soul myself,
or have power an,d autho&ty over it; for it would verily then be
ill cared for. For, indeed, the devil could soon, yea, every moment,
snatch it aw,ay from me and devoulr it. It shall there (in Jesus’
hand) contintie to be safe and well preserved, a.ccording to Hi8
IX, 1429, III, 22.
Word.” -Luther

For what do we need to be kept in the faith to the end? Is
there anything of all that we need which God should not be willing
to give us? “He that spared not His own Son, hurt delivered Him.
up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us ali?
things?“- Romans 8:32. Therefore St. Paul with much frankness
can promise the believers: “N7hen Christ who, is our life, shall appear, then shull ye also appear i.n glory.“----Col. 3: 4. Therefore he
can teach us that “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we,
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;.
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of t.hLe
great Go,d and our Savior Jesus Chkt.“-Titus
2 92-18 ; cf. Phil.

3:20-21. Therefore he can comfort himself and us saying/For

we

know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved,!
we have a building o,f God, an house not made with hcccnds,eternal
in the JZeavens,”-II Cor. 5: 1, and we “rejoice in hope of the glow
5,
of God,” -Remans 5:2, a “hope that maketh not ashamed,“-v.

be,cause we have not given it to ourselves or invented it, but it is
“the hope set before us,” which we s ho u Id therefore “lay hold
upod’ alnd %ave as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast,” -Hebrews 6:17-19. Therefore St. John can testify with such
directness : “We k/now that when He shall appear, we shall be like

Him” -1 John 3: 2. Yea, therefore, Paul, in his glorious song of
victory in Romans 8, can challenge “all principalities and powers,
all enemies and dangers, both those present and those to come, a&
be certain that nothing &all be able to separate w from the love>
of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Yes, indeed, God would have us believe that it is unalterably
certain that we shall sometime be saved. For He has given us all
these glorious words and promises that we should believe them.
He, has surely not given them to us that we should doubt them,.
“For the Son of God.. . wuq not,yea and nay, but in Him was yea.
Fo,r the praises
of God in Him are yeia, and’& Him Ame%, u&o!
the glory of God by us,“- II Cor. 1:19,20. He, therefore, who be-

lieves these promises believes that it is unfailingly certain that he
shall once be saved. “He that believeth not God 7zath made Him
a liar.“-1
John 5: IO.
The work and fruit of faith is a good conscience, a tranquil
heart, and a cheerful trust in God. But \hope is tranquil and expects what God has promised, let fall what may, and it is established in tribul,ation. This St. Paul so beautifully sums up in
Romans 5: 1-5, where he says : “Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. By whom
alao we have access by faith into the grace wherein we stand, and
rejoice in hope of the glio,ry of God. And not only so, but we glory.
in tribulations a,lso; knowing that tribulatioln worketh patience;,
and patience, experience; and experience, hope; and hope maketh
not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in oj&r hearts
by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us?
-
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made sure and certain in Christ. “Amen” is one of the titles of our
beloved S!avior in Revelation 3: 14 where He refers to Himself as
“the faithful

and true Witness.”

We should also take note of Luther’s classic definition of the
word “Amen” at the conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer in his Small
Catechism, where we read: “What is meant by the word. ‘Amen’?
Thiat I should be certain that these petitions are acceptable to our
Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; for He Himself has commandedlus so to /pray, :and has promised to hear us. Amen, Amen,
that is, Yea, Yea, it shall be so.”
-P. R. B.
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Ahab was the 7th king over Israel. The Scriptures tell us that
Ahab did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were before
him. He served and worshipped Baal, an idol. Ahab tore down
the altars of the true God and murdered the prophets of the Lord..
Moreover, Ah.ajb was also covetous-he stole Naboth’s vineyard
and made it his own. His vanity and. self-conceit prompted him
to build a palace of ivory for himself.
One day Elijah,

the prophet of the Lord, we(nt to Ahab and

said, “As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before /whom I stand, there
shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my wofld,“’

-1 Kings 17 :I. A very fearful drought set in. As the famine increased, Ahab’s anger was kindled
against Elijah. He then
searched for Elijah throughout the land. While this search was
going on, Elijah dwelt by the brook Cherith where he was fed by
the ravens who brought him bread and flesh in the morning and
e.vening. Finally, the Word of the Lord came to Elijah telling him
to show himself to Ahab and the Lord would send rain upon the
earth. Elijah went and met first Obadiah, the high priest, who in
turn took him to King Ahab. The.re Elijah and Ahab met face to
face-and what was the result?
One would have expected Ahab to kill Elijah immediately for
the king’s heart was filled with great wrath against the prophet.
Undoubtedly Ahab would have killed Elijah had it not been for
the Lord God who protected him and would not permit the wicked
king to harm him.
What caused Ahab to despise and hate Elijah? Elijah had
done Ahab no physical injury; he was not interested in stealing
Ahab’s throne. Elijah had shown Ahab that there was One who
was more powerful and mighty than he--One whose, all-seeing eye
beheld the wicked and grievous sins of Ahab. This se:vere drought
was a pu,nishment from God because Ahab serveIdand worshipped
Baal. Thus the only reason Elijah was hated was because he was
faithfu.1 to the only true God and sought to serve Him by denoun-

cing the terrilbie idolatry of which Ahab was guilty.
That evil spirit of Ahab and Jezebel is still very much alive
today. The unbelieving children of the world hate the true Christians because th.ey, as Elijah, seek to serve the only true God by
denouncing whatever is contrary to the Word of God! The children of the world do not want their sins exposed by the preaching
of the law. For ‘“by the Law is the knowledge of sin,“-Remans
320. The correct preaching of the Law tears down pride and selfconceit of men. It shows (him how he really is by nature-sinful
and unclean, des’erviylg God’s temporal and eternal punishment.
On the other hand, when the Gospel is preached in all of its
sweetness and when man is told that he cannot earn the forgiveness of sins and eternal salvation but that all has been done for him
by the Lord Jesus Christ who by His death on the cross made complete atonement for all the sins of all mankind and redeemed all
the self-satisfied children
men from sin, death, and hell, -this
of the world cannot e,ndure. Consequently, those who proclaim this
message are hated. The Lord Jesus says to His disciples, “Ye shall
be hated of all men for My name’s sake,“-Matt.
1022. If it were
not for the gracious pr’otection of our dear Lord, then the Christians would have long ago ceased to exist! Down through the years
men have tried to root out the Christians but the words of Christ
our dear Master stand fast, “Thee gates of hell shall not prevail
16: 18.
against it,” (the Holy Christian Church)-Matt.
We know that there have been many who have followed in the
footsteps of the prophet Elijah in preaching the Word of God without fear or favor of men and whom the Lord has graciously and
wonderously protected. Such a man was Danie,l who when he refused to pray to the king was east into the lion’s den and then was
miraculously protected by the living God whom he, worshipped and
served. Such a man was Joseph who refused to commit adultery
with the wife of Potiphar, saying, “How then oan I do this great’
wickedness and sin against God?“-Gen. 39: 9. And in spite of the
false accusations against Joseph, he was protected by the God
whom he loved. Such men were the Apostle Paul and Peter who
obeyed God rather than men. God’s protection was never lacking.
Such a rnab was Dr. Martin Luther, who when summoned to appear before the Emperor, was advised by his friends that he should
not go because they would only kill him. But with sublime confidence a.nd trust in God, Luther answered, “I’ll go even if there were
as many devils there as tiles on the roofs.‘J
92

How timid and afraid we, often are in confessing the Word of
God because we fear men-th.eir wealth, power, etc. Do we fail to
insist upon all of God’s Word because we fear what might become
of u.s and our children in the way of material advantages? Do we
often hold Iback on our contributions to the Lord’s work because we
are afraid that we shall not have enough left over for ourselves?
Why all these fears? Simply because we do not trust in God’s gracious promises that He will always be with us and never leave nor
forsake us. Would to God that we were always able with firm confidence to declare, “The Lord is my Helper, and I will not fear what
man shall d,o unto me,“-- Hebrews 13: 6. Let us as faithful Christians continue to go forward, bearing high the banner of the full
truth of God’s Word without fear of men or of ourselves, knowing
that God is with us-who then can be against us. Let those who will
hurl false accusations against us; let those who will spread lies
about us ; let those who will seek to foment discord-let
them rage.
As long as we take our stand upon the Word of God-%e
tremble
not, we fear no ill, they shall not overpower us.”

When Elijah

and Ahab met, Ahab was quick to accuse him,
“Art thou he that troubleth Israel?” Ahab was quick to lay all of
the blame and responsibility of this drought upon Elijah. This was
indeed a Oerrible injustice ! For Alhab himself was to blame and not
Elijah.
.Whenever the Word of God is taught in all of its truth and
purity in a congregatidn, how often the faithful pastor is accused
of hurting people’s feelings. And in church b’odies when public
errorists are openly rebuked as those who oppose God’s Word, how
ofbn the unjustified accusation of Ahab is heard, “Art thou he that
troubleth Israel?”

Years ago a group of faithful pastors and laymen openly testified against the public false doctrine rampant in the Missouri
Synod. What was the result? They were branded as division makers, distwbers of the peace, and trouble mongers even as was
Elijah. This has always been the case in the history of the church.
Dr. Luther was accused of the very same thing when he exposed
the false teachings of the Roman Church. Paul Gerhardt, the famous
Lutheran hyrnnwriter and preacher, was also unjustly accused.
When Frederick William, the great elector, in 1662 ordered that
all the Lutheran pastors break their ordination oath by signing
a decree which was nothing else than a, union document between
the Reformed and the Lutherans, Paul Ge&ardt refused saying,
“And in this faith, so help me God, 1 will remaPin u;ntil death.” MTie:
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also remember that J&QS Himself was branded as one who stirred
up the people. (LUKE 23: 5)
Elijah

gave Ahab a very direct answer, saying, ‘IP have not

troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father’s house, in that ye have
forsaken the wnmandments
of the Lord, and thou tit
followed
Baalim.” Here we have an answer which we can give to those who

unjustly accuse us of being the troublemakers. But let us always
make certain that we have taken our stand upon the. Word of God?
It dare never be our fee,lings, our personal experiences, our own
ideas, etc. but the 1Word of God alone. For only then can we justifiably enjoy the testimony of a good conscience!
-M.

L. N.

The following committeet elected at the 1972 Concordia Lutheran Conference convention in Seattle, Wash., was unintentionally omitted fr+om the Convention Digest which appeared in the last
issue of The Concordia Lutheran.
COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN UNION:

News

From

Rev. J. A. Schmitt, chairman
Rev.M. L. Nattere.r
Rev. H. David Mensing
Mr. V. K. Bledel

wf Congregations

St.John’s Lutheran Church, Lebanon, and St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church, Seattle, held a joint Mission Festival, September 17, 1972.
at Seaquist State Park in Washington. Rev. P. R. Bloedel was the
liturgist and Rev. M.L. Natterer delivered the sermon based on
Matth,ew 22 514. The theme of the sermon was “Come to the Wedding.” The outdoor service was followed by a potluck picnic dinner
and a pleasant afternoon of Christian fellowship was enjoyed by
all. Under the Lord’s blessing an overcast morning turned into a
su.nny Autumn day. May the Word of God which was heard on this
Mission Festival occasion work greater zeal in carrying out our
work for the Lord’s Kingdom with renewed stre,ngth and vigor,
Dwight R. Luedtke-through
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his pastor

OFFlClAf. ANNOUNCEMENT
The Convention Digest in the last issue of The Concordia Lutheran mentioned the fact that the Rev. E.L. Mehlberg, together
with his congregation, were expe,lled from the Concordia Lutheran
Conference. The reasons for this action are found in the resolution
unanimously adopted by the Concordia Lutheran Conference in
conpention assembled (June 23, 24, and 25, 1972) and will b.e recorded in full in the Proceedings of that convention soon to be published.
Pastor Mehlberg made it impossible for us any longer to recognize him as a member of the, Concordia Lutheran Conference
becuuse of his unwarra’nted and sinfully separatistic suspension
of fellowship with all of the pastors and congre,gations of our Conference, excluding his own, on the basis of a matter of casuistry
which was under study by our Pastoral Conference; because he
gave his word and then broke his word-showing
himself to be untrustwtorthy ; beclause of public judgments and accusations involving a private matter on account of which he also declared his
fellow pastors to be false prophets; because of his flagrant dissemination of materials which are filled with untruths, half-truths,
and innuendos over against his fellow pastors; because of his re,fusal to submit to the proper God-pleasing order se,t forth in our
Conference Constitution, namely, that any matter in controversy
having be,en properly discussed in the Pastoral Conference, be submitted to the Board of Directors and then, if agreement were not
reached, to the, Conference in convention assembled; becazcseof his
persistent refusal to meet with his fellow pastors or with the Board
of Directors -except to admonish them; because of his persistent
violation of the doctrine of the Church by sending his materials,
unsolicitec$ to lay-members in our congregations without thejr respective pastor’s permission or knowledge in which he even encouraged them to depose their pastors, and because of the general
offense which his unScriptuya1 behavior has given throughout our
Conference.
It is our fervent hope and prayer that this pastor repent of
his grossly offensive actions, that the few remaining members of
lhis congregation do not continue to allow themselves to be misled
in upholding their pastor in his unscriptural behavior, and that
they once again walk with u.s in Christian brotherliness and loveendeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the ,bond of peace, for
Jesus’ sake,
.---Rev. P. R. Bloe.del President
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Report on Our Seminary
Lord
And
Thou
That

Jesus who art come
A Teacher sent from heaven
by b.oth word and deed
God’s Truth to us hast given,
wisely hast ordained
The holy ministry
we, Thy flock, may know The way to God through Thee.

Mindful of the great significance of these words of the hymn
writer, our beloved Conference, in the fear of God, established a
Lutheran Seminary in Tinley Park, Illinois, for the training of
future pastors in our midst. Our Seminary has been in operation
for three years and has been richly blessed by our heavenly Father.
We now look forward to the beginning of the fourth year.
The doors of our Seminary opened on Tuesday, October 3, with
classes starting at 9 a.m. Mr. David T. Mensing and Mr. Randall
Styx, both of Tinley Park, will continue their part-time studies.
Mr. James Luedtke of Park Forest, Illinois, who this summer completed his third seminary year, is now officially on his vicarage
at Peace Lutheran Church in Tinley Park. Under the supervision
of the pastor and the assistant pastor he will at times serve a’s litu.rgist, at oth*e,rtimes preach, also observe and conduct various instructional classes, and in every way possible gain practical experience for his future work in the, ministry. With the approval of the
faculty and the Committee on Theological Education, Mr. Luedtke
will also take a Hebrew course (Grammer and Exegesis) during
his vicarage -this course also taken by the part-time students. We
wish all students the Lord’s richest blessings upon their studies
du.ring the coming year!
Your professors anticipate an interesting and enjoyable, year.
Both professors will also con t i n u e in the preparation of much
needed material for the seminary curriculum. Together with church
duties for which each professor is also responsible, the schedule
every week will be quite full.
We are grateful to the Lord for His continued mercies to us
and are confident that He will sustain us and direct our ways according to His strength-giving and assuring Word. Trusting in
Him alone, we go forward into this fourth year, saying with Paul:
Cor. 3: 5.
“OUT sufficiency is of God!“-II
On behalf of the faculty and students may I as President thank
all members of our Conference for their fe,rvent prayers and genPlease turn to -Page 98 -
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We earnestly covet and beseech your continued prayers and offerings so that the pure Word of God may continue among us and our
children for generations to come !

-0. w. s.

A panoramic review of one’s life does indeed appear to flash
before a person suddenly exposed to the threat of death. Dr.
Russell Noyes Jr., a University of Iowa psychiatrist, has collected
clinical and autobiographical accounts of what the writers had believed were their final stage in the dying process. “Us2cctl& vivid
scenes of some or many of the events of his life flash throti.gh his’
mind in ,rapid saxcession," the psychiatrist reports.
When the Christian lies upon !his deathbed, the devil knows
thut thfis is his l,ast opportunity to rob the believer of his faith.
Often h.e seeks to kad the ChristiaN astray dtiring his final hours
by placing before his mind the sins of <which, the dying believeT
had been guilty during his lifetime. Satan does this to mjake the
believer brood over his sins and thus lead him into despair as
happened, for example, ,with Judas IscwriotA’herefore
in the hour
of death the believer must center his attention ‘tipon Christ, his
Savior from sin, and hold stead.fastly to such blessed words: “The
blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin,“---1 John

I Y; “For God so loved the world, th’at He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life,” -John 3A6. As we ponder the hour of our death
may our prayer Fe, “Hold Thou Tlhy CROSSbefore my closing eyes,
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.”
According to the FBI’s uniform crime reports, children under 15 committed 17,283 mia j or crimes in America in 1970. Of
those crimes, 1,395 were committed by II and 12-year-olds; 3,787
by Z-year olds; 12,101 by 13 and 14-year olds; and 10,427 by 151
year-olds. In San Francisco in April, a 7-year old boy admitted he
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and his IO-year-old brother abducted a 20 month old b&y and
left him too die, lashed to a wooden Cross in a dingy basement after the baby was bludgeoned. A month later in Washington, a
6-year-old boy and two friends admitted that they had, on two or
three successive weekends, smashed into a day-care center, slaughtered pet animals, strewn paint about, and wrecked furniture and
equipment.
Those who commit such revolting crimes are obviously possessed of the devil who is pictured to us in Hoi@ Scripttire as the
one who seeks to, destroy. (See Mark 5:l ff; 9:22) The Lord Jesus
says, “That which is born of flesh is flesh,“-John
3:6. AZZ children are born into this world with origin& sin (which breaks forth
into all msan)vner of actual sins as shown so r>lainly in the FBI’s’
crime report on children. The cure remains ever the same~“Ex-*

cept a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot ater into the kingdom of God,” -John 3:5. Ghi&dren should be brought
by their parents to the Lord Jesus in Holy Bbaptism, “the. washing
of regeneration,” -T&&s 3.:5, and taught the Word of God in the
throughout our
home and church. If this were done faithfully
country, we would soon witness a drastic decrease in the InumbeF
of such crimes. “If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature,“II Corinthians 5:17.
-M.L.N
THINGS THAT THOU

“THE

HAST HEARD OF ME AMONG MANY
WITNESSES, THE SAME COMMIT THOU
TO FAITHFUL MEN, WHO SHALL BE ABLE
TO TEACH OTHERS ALSO."

-II
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erous gifts to the Seminary and Peace Congregation for the renewed use of its facilities! Let us continue Qo beseech the Lord to
move the hearts of other young men in our various congregat$ons
to give prayerful considration to this important work in His kingdom! May He “send forth laborers into His harvest,?“-Matt.
9 :38.
-0.

W. Schaefer, Seminary Presidenf

In his national bestseller, “This Wlccy to Happiness” Dr. Narramore relates the story of a small boy named Johnnie who walked
three miles to Sunday School, rain or shine, hot or cold. One wintery Sunday morning a man who taught Sunday School at a different chu.rch tried to talk Johnnie into coming to his Sunday
School which was so much closer. When the man saw that he could
not persqade the boy, he asked him why he went so far throu.gh
the co’ld just to be in that particular Sunday School. Johnnie an’swered, “Well, mister, it’s ‘s&use they love a fella over there!”
Now we know that we should attend Church not because the
people may be so considerate and friendly, but because the Word
of God is there taught in all its truth and purity. Our faith is not
based upon men and their actions toward us, but solely upon the
Word of God which liveth and abideth forever. (I Peter I :25).
Nonetheless, th,e above story illustrates an important truth.
For where the preciou,s Gospel of our dear Savior ha.s taken ro,ot
within the heart then fruit must come forth. “For fcqith withouti
works is dead,“- James 2:26. And one of those fruits of faith is
love. (Gal. 5 ~22). “We know that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother
abideth in death,“-1 John 3: 14.
“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Fatheqq which is in heaven,“-Mati.

5-16.
“For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: Thou
shalt love thy .neighbor as thyself. But if ye bite Iand devour one
another, take heed that ye be not consumed one of another.“-

Galatians 5: 14,15.
“Beloved, let us love one atio the r: for love is of God; land
every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.“-1 J.&n

4 :7.

-M.L.N.
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