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To set forth in simple and plain lan- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Book of Con- 
Cord of 1680, and the Brief Statement of 
1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and ar- 
ticles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgement of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
1s a mixture of divergent teachings but 

that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgement.” 

To set forth pertinent historical infor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
qf God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
tVord of God, in the Lutheran Confes- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nations as 
signs of the time% 

To be truthful and factual in our re- 
porting and freely to correct any mie- 
information of which we are not aware 
&d which has been called to our atten- 
tion. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 



The hammer blows, naihng the 95 Theses to the door of the 
Castle Church in Wittenber g on October 31, 1517, were inde.ed 
heard around the world. The pure teachings of the Bible, were un- 
covered by Luther and removed from under the rubbish of Roman 
doctrine. His writings flourished in defence of the Scriptures, being 
spread far beyond the borders of Germany. 

How Lutheranism came to Scotland is an interesting and 
thrilling chapter in the history of the Church and we are devoting 
this Reformation issue of the Concordia Lutheran to this inspiring 
subject. 

THE EARLY LIFE of PATRICK HAMILTON 

Patrick Hamilton was born near Glasglow, Scotland, around 
the year 1504. He was born into a powerful and influential family 
of Scottish royalty both from his father’s as well as his mother’s 
side. One of his uncles was acting king over Scotland while the 
crown prince, James V, was still a minor. Another uncle was the 
first Earl of Arran-one of the most powerful nobles in the king- 
dom ! 

When Patrick was only 14 years old he was made Abbot of 
Ferne. In 1517 he enrolled in the College of Mantaigu in Paris 
from which he received his M. A. degree in 1520 at the age of 16 
or 17. While he was in Paris, copies of the recent Leipsig Debate 
between Luther and the Roman theologian, Dr. Eck, made their 
a.ppearance on the university campus. Certain men were appointed 
by the university to examine the book a.nd to report their findings. 
The result of this study was read on April 15, 1521, in the presence 
of the students. In this report the university solemnly decreed that 
Luther was a heretic and that his works should be burned. How- 
eve,r, in a few months, a stinging defense of Luther from the flacid 
pen of Phil’ ip Melanc;hthon arrived in Paris and caused a great 
sensation. Patrick Hamilton was therefore first exposed to the 
teachings of Luther at this time. Later, Hamilton studied at the 
University of Louvain in Holland and on October 3, 1524, he was 
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made a member of the faculty at the University of St. Andrews in 
Scotland. St. Andrews was the seat of the Archbishop of the Roman 
Church in Scotland. It was the ecclesiastical and literary capital of 
the kingdom. 

PATRKK HA,MILTON BEGlNS 78 PREACH 

At the end of 1524, books from the pen of Luther made their 
appearance in Scotland and caused mu’ch consternation among the 
Roman clergy. The king was induced to issue an act warning all 
those who had anything to do with the spread of the Lutheran 
heresies. This act threatened the confiscation of property and im- 
prisonment! In 1527, because, the number of Lutherans was in- 
creasing, another clause was added to provide for the punishment 
of all Scottish Lutherans. Thus, Luther’s books and with them the 
pure teachings of Scripture found their way into the hearts and 
homes of many people in Scotland-but the people were in need of 
the voice of a living preacher and the first preacher whom Goad had 
prepared for this work was Patrick Hamilton. 

In 1526, at 22 years of age, Hamilton began to declare openly 
his Lutheran convictions-in public and private, from the cathe- 
‘dral pulpit and in the homes of his countrymen. Soon reports of his 
“heresy” reached the ears of Archbishop Beaton who made inquiry 
and found that Hamilton was "infamed with heresy, disputing, 
holding and maintaining divers heresies of k?artin Luther and his 
followers, repugnant to the faith!“He therefore proceeded to sum- 
mon Hamilton to appear before him. 

HAMILTON MEETS LUTHER and the LUTHERAN THEOLOGIANS 

Before the Archbishop’s summons reached Hamilton, the 
young reformer had left for Germany in April of 1527, accom- 
panied by two other Scotchmen. At Wittenberg, Hamilton and his 
friends found the monasteries deserted a.nd Dr. iUartin Luther 
living happily in a few rooms of the vacant Augustinian Cloister 
with his new wife, Catherina von Bora, a former nun. They saw 
the churches of Wittenburg purged of the old Romish superstitions. 
They heard Lutheran hymns loudly and devoutly sung by large 
congregations. They he,ard the excellent preacher, John Bugen- 
hagen, whom Luther called “Pomeranus” bringing the Word of 
Life to zealous burgers in the Old Parish Church. They listened in 
admiration to the forthright eloquence of Luther as he preached in 
the Castle Church. They observed the, Sacrament of the Altar ad- 
ministered according to Christ’s institution. Luther’s New Testa- 
ment was read everywhere and the little city was overflowing with 
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a multitude of students who flocked from all parts of Europe to sit 
at the feet of Luther and Melanchton. 

HAMILTON ATTENDS the LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY af MARBURG 

After spending well over a month in Wittenberg, the three 
young Scats went to Marburg where Phillip of Hesse had opened 
a new university. All three men enrolled at the University of 
?JIarburg and were among the first 104 students. The head of the 
th;eological faculty was Francis Lambert, the first Frenchman 
(formerly a French monk) to become a Lutheran. Lambert said 
of Hamilton: “His learning was of no common kind for his years, 
an.d his jqddgment in divine truth was eminently clear and solid. His 
object in visiting the University was to confirm himself more abun- 
dantly in the truth; and I can truly say t:hut I have seldom met ,with 
&ayon.e who conversed on the Word of God with greater spirituality 
and earnestness of feeling.” For a time in Marburg, Hamilton lived 
and worked together with the great English linguist, Tyndale, who 
was intent upon translating the Bible into ‘English and had already 
had the first two editions of his New Testament printed at Worms. 

Hamilton was the first student at Marburg University to put 
forth a series of theses to be publicly defended. These theses. were 
thoroughly Lutheran and when printed at the advice of Lambert, 
became a corn,erstone of Bible teaching b.oth in Scot1an.d and in 
England. The following quotation is an excerpt from this docu- 
ment: 

“The law showeth us our sin, the Gospel showeth us remedy for it. The 
law showeth us our condemnation, the Gospel showeth us our redemption. 
The law is the word of ire, the Gospel is the word of grace. The law is the’ 
word of despair, the Gospel is the word of comfort. The la/w saith to the sin- 
ner, Pay thy debt; the Gospel saith, Christ hath paid it. The law saith, Thou 
art a sinner, despair, thou shalt be damned; the Gospel s.aith, Thy sins are 
forgiven thee, be of good comfort, thiou shalt be saved. The law saith, The 
Father of heaven is angry with thee; the Gospel saith, Christ hath pacified 
Him with His blood. The law saith, Where is thy righteousness, goodness, and 
satisfaction ? The Gospel saith, Christ is thy righteousness, goodness, and 
satisfaction. The law saith, Thou art bound and obliged to me, to the devil, 
and to hell; the Gospel saith, Christ hath delivered thee from them all. 

“The faith of Christ is to believe in him, that is, to believe His word, and 
bslieve that He will help thee in all thy need, and deliver thee from allI-evil. 
Thou wilt ask me, What word? I answer, The G;ospel. He ,that believeth not 
the Gospel believeth not God; he that believeth the Gospel shall be safe. 
t;-le that hath faith is just and good. All that is done in faith pleaseth God. 
He that lacketh faith cannot please God; he that hath faith and beiieveth 
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in God cannot displease Him. Faith is the gift of God, it is not in our own 
power, Faith is the root of all good, incredulity (unbelief) is the root of all 
evil. Faith maketh God and man good friends, incredulity (unbelief) m,aketh 
the,m foes. Faith only maketh a man good and righteous, incredulity (unbe- 
lief) only maketh him unjust and evil. Faith hold’eth stiff by the word of God, 
incredulity (unbelief) havereth here and there. Faith loveth both God and his 
neighbor, incredulity (unbelief] loveth neither of them. Faith only saveth. us, 
incredulity (unbelief) only condemneth us. Faith cometh of the word of God; 
hope cometh by faith; and charity springeth of them both. Faith believeth 
the word.; hope trusteth after that which is promised by the word; charity 
doeth good unto her neighbor ,through the love that she hath to God, and 
gladness that is within herself. Faith looketh to God and His word; hope 
looketh unto His gift and reward; charity looketh on her neighbor’s profit. 

Faith receiveth Giod; hope receiveth His reward: charity loveth her neigh- 
bors with a glad, heart, without any respect of reward. 

“Whosoever believeth or thinketh to be saved by his works, denieth 
that Christ is his Savior, that Christ died for him, and that all thi,ngs pen- 

tain to Christ. For how is He thy Savior if thou mightest save thysetlf bv thy 
works, or whereto should, He die for thee if any works might have staved 
thee? What is this, to say Christ died for thee? Verily, that thou shouldest 
have died eternally, and Christ, to deliver thee from death, died for thee, 
and &anged thy eternal death into His own death; for thou madest the fault 
and He suffered the punishment, and that for the love He had to thee before 
thou wast born, when thou had,st done neither good nor evil. Now, seeing He 
hsath paid thy debt, thou needest not, neither canst thou, pay it, but should.est 
be damned if His blood were not. But since He was punished for thee, thou 
shalt not be punished. Finally, He hath delivered thee from thy condemna- 
tion and from all evil, and desireth naught of thee but that thou wilt ac- 
knowledge what He hath done for thee, and bear it in mind, and that thou 
wouldest help others for His sake bo.th in word and deed, even as He hath 
holpen thee for naught and without reward. Omh! How ready would we be to 
help others if we knew His goodness and gentleness toward us. He is a good, 
and a gentle Lord, for He doth all for naught. Let us, I beseech you, thene- 
Ifore follow His footsteps whom all the world ought to praise and worship, 

Amen.” 

HAMILTON RETURNS to SCOTLAND 

After six months in Germany, Hamilton returned to Scotland 
--ready to die for the Gospel. It was in the autumn of 1527. In 
Scotland, he preached to his rel,atives at Kincavel and the su.rround- 
ing area, even in the b,eautiful St. Michael’s Church at Linlithgow. 
As a result of his preaching the monks and canons were aroused. 
They complained bitterly about the “increase of Lutheranism.” 
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Soon after his return to Scotland, Hamilton married a young 
lady of the nobility. He gave as a reason for marriage his hatred 
of the hypocrisy of the Roman Church and he wished to show by 
deed as weI1 as words how completely he lhad cast off the oppressive 
tyranny of the Roman Church. 

HAMILTON IS SUMMONED by the ARCHBISHOP 

A Lutheran missionary with the blood of the Scottish kings 
in his veins and a powerful family of nobles to defend him, posed 
a great threat to the Roman Church i n Scotland. Archbishop 
Beaton moved swiftly, calling Hamilton to confer with him at St. 
Andrews. HamilOon tolId h.is relatives, in parting, that he had not 
long to live. He arrived at St. Andrews about the middle of January 
1528, and had several private conferences with the Archbishop 
and his coadjutors. For nearly a month he taught openly at the uni- 
versity on all points of doctrine. 

Canon Alexander Alane had publicly refuted Luther to his 
own satisfaction and to the satisfaction of all the theologians at 
St. Andrews. Now he wished to bring back into the fold the “mis- 
guide,d” Hamilton. But the young Lutheran preacher proved more 
than a match for the learned Canon who returned to his study sha- 
ken in his old faith. By God’s grace, Canon Alane became Hamil- 
ton’s close friend, fervent admirer, and faithful disciple. 

Alexander Campbell, the prior of the Dominicans, also talked 
frequently with Hamilton and acknowledged the truth of Hamil- 
ton’s words.. Later, however, Campbell1 vilely betrayed and accused 
him as a heretic. Finally, Archbishop Beaton issued a summons 
requiring Hamilton to appear before him and answer to the ohar- 
ges of heresy brou,ght against him. Hamilton’s friends urged him 
to flee for his life but he declared that to turn his back now would 
lay a stumbhng block in the path of the godly. Knowing the death 
planned for his brother by the clergy, Sir James Hamilton made 
use of all his resources to rescue him. As a baron, a sheriff, and 
captain of one of the king’s castles, he assembled a strong force 
but a severe storm hindered him from reaching St. Andrew’s in 
time. John Duncan, Laird of Airdee, armed his tenants and ser- 
vants to save Hamilton but the Archbishop’s horsemen took him 
captive and he was exiled. An appeal to the king met only with 
the cold advice that “the Reformer should ma&e his peace with 
the Church.” 

HAMILTON is ARRESTED and TRIED 

From the moment Patrick Hamilton received the summons to 
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appear before the Archbishop and his council he redoubled his 
efforts to bring the Gospel of salvation to as many people as pos- 
sible-confining himsel,f to the most important points in which the 
Papacy had departed from the Bible. 

Hamilton had drawn up 13 articles of faith which were re- 
ferred to the Council of Theologians. Seven of these articles set 
forth the doctrine of Justification by God’s grace alone, for Christ’s 
sake, through faith; the other six treated of purgatory, auricular 
confession, etc. OnIe of the articles decl,ares the Pope to be the Anti- 
christ. The Council, in the space of a very few days, declared all 13 
articles to be heretical and presented their judgment. in a solemn 
meeting of the highest dignitaries of the church. This meeting was 
held in the Cathedral on the last day of February, 1528. 

A band of armed men, led by the captain of the castle, seized 
Hamilton and imprisoned him. On the day set for the trial, the peo- 
ple crowded into .the large Cathedral. Here Archbishop Beaton, 
fohowed by a long train of bishops, abbots, priors, and doctors, 
took his seat on the chief bench. Hamilton’s 13 articles were read 
with a loud voice by Friar Campbell who had previously acknow- 
led.ged the t&h of Hamilton’s words. Now, Campbell declared that 
H.amilton was -guilty of heresy, but Hamilton so gently and ably 
defended himself that the Dominican Friar was sil,enced. When he 
turned to the tribunal for fresh instructions, he was told to stop 
arguing, Do overwhelm Hamilton. with new accusations, and to call 
him a heretic to his face! 

The examination then proceeded in the following manner: 
“Heretick!” Campbell exclaimed, but the Reformer mildly inter- 
rupted, “Nay, brother, y0.u do not think me heretick.” 

“Heretick! Thou saidst it was lawful to all men to read the 
Word of God, and especially the New Testament.” 

Y wot not if I said so; but I say now it is ,reasoqt and la~wfw2: 
to all men that have souls to read the Word of God, and th’at: they 
are able to understand the same, a.nd in particular the la4tter wilt 
and testament of Christ Jesus, whereby they may a.cknowledge 
their sins and repent of th.e same, and amend their lives by fait,h: 
and repenta.nce, and tome to the mercy of God by Christ Jesus? 

rrNow, heretick, I see that thou affirm.est the words of thy ac- 
cusation.” 

“I affirm nothing but the word which I have spo,ken in the pre- 
sence of this auditory.” 

“Now, farther, thou sayest it is not lawful to uorship imagery.” 
“I say no more than what God spaketo Moses in the twentieth 



chapter of Exodw, in the Seco,nd Commandment, ‘Thou shalt not 
make any graven image; thou shalt no,t bow down to them to wor- 
ship them.‘” 

Heretick, knowest thou not that kagery is the books of the 
laic and common people, to put them in remembrance of the holy 
saints th.at wrought for their salvation?” 

“Erother! It ought to be the pre.aching of the true Word of 
God that should put the people in remembrance of the blood of 
Christ and their salvation.” 

“Heretick! Thou sayest it is but lost labor to pray to or call up- 
on saints, and in particular on the blessed Virgin Mary, \or Johq 
James, Peter, or Paul, as mediators to God for us.” 

,‘I say with Paul, ‘There is no wbediator betwixt God and man, 
but Christ Jesus His Son;’ and whatsoever they be who call or pcray 
to any saint departed, they spoil Christ Jesus of His office.” 

“Heretic!;! Th*ou sayest it is ‘all in vain our labors made for 
them that are departed, wh*en we sing soul-masses, psalms, and 
dirigies, which are the relaxation of the souls that are departed, 
(who are continued in the pains of purgatory.” 

“Erother! I have read in the Scripttires of God of no such a 
place as purgatory; nor ‘:yet believe I that there is anything tha.t 
may purge the souls of men but the blood of Christ Jesus, which 
ransom standeth in no earthly thing, norin soul-mass nor dirigie, 
nor in gold norsilver, but only by repentance of sins, and faith in 
the blo#od of Christ Jesus? 

Campbell then turned to the tribunal and said, “My Lord Arch- 
bishop, you hear he denies the institutions of h.oly kirk, and the, 
authority of our ho,ly father the Pope. I need not to accuse him any 
more.” 

With the consent of the other judges, the Archbishop pro- 
nounced sentence t.hat Patrick Hamilton “be delivere’d to the se- 
cular power to be pz~nished, and his go0d.s to be confiscated.” One 
of his judge,s, the Earl of Cassilis, was only 13 years old. Another 
judge was Patrick Hepburn, a Prior of monks, who had eleven 
ill’egitimate children and boasted of his adulteri’es. Later, the Pope 
made him the Bishop of Moray. Another judge was Abbot David 
Bleaton who had at least seven illegitimate children. He ‘later be- 
came a Cardinal and spent his nights with prostitutes and his 
days in burning people for reading the Bible. 

THE SENTENCE AGAINST HAMILTON IS CARRIED OUT 

After thle trial, Hamilton was taken back to prison under 
guard of several thousand men. The stake at which he was to be 
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burned was pr’epared at once in front of the gate of St. Salvator’s 
College. At noon, the captain of the castle led Hamilton with a 
quick step to the placie of execution. Hamilton carried in his right 
hand a copy of the four Gospels. Uncovering his head, he uttered a 
s&nt prayer to Him who a.lone could give him a martyr’s strength 
and victory. He gave the book to one of his friends and he gave his 
cap and gown and other upper garments to his servant, saying, 
“This will not p,rofit in the fire; they will profit thee! After this, 
of me thou c,anst receive no corn.modity, except th,e example of w&y 
death, which I pray thee bear in mind. For albeit it be bitter to the 
flesh, an.d fearful before man, yet is it the entrance to eternal life, 
which no,ne shall possess that denies Christ Jesus before this wic- 
ked generation!” 

When the officials offered to spare his life if he would recant, 
Hamilton b,oldly replied: “As to my confession, I w,iW not deny it; 
for .awe of your fire, for my confession and belief is in Christ Jesus. 
Therefore I will not deny it; and 1 will rather be content that my 
body burn in this fire for confession of my faith in Christ, than my 
soul should burn in. the fire of hell for denying the’same. But as to 
the sentence pronounced against wLe this day by the bishops and 
doctors, I here, in the presence of you all,:appeal contrary the said 
sentence and. judgment g,iven ag,ainst m.e, and take m)e to the mercy 
of Cod!” He then prayed to almighty God to be merciful to the peo- 
ple who persecuted him because so many of them were blinded by 
ignorance. He also besought the Lord Jesus to strengthen him with 
His Holy Spirit that he might steadfastly abide the cruel pains and 
flames of fire prepared for him. 

Hamilton was bound to the stake with an iron chain. The pile 
of wood and coal was ignited, exploding some gunpowder which 
had been placed among the fagots. The martyr’s left cheek and left 
hand were scorched by the explosion. The fire was kindled three 
times but the flames did not burn steadily. It was a slow and pain- 
ful death for the execution last.ed almost six hours. More wood and 
gunpowder had to be fetched to keep the fire burning and the mar- 
tyr suffered acutely with his body partially burned. Yet, until death 
came, he spoke the Word of God to those who stood by and to those 
who molested him. Friar Campbell, his betrayer and accuser, was 
foremost among the tormentors. To him Hamilton said, ‘Wicked 
man! Thou hnowest it is the truth of God for which I now sufer. 
So much thou didst confess to me in private, and thereupon I ‘ap- 
peal thee to answer before the judgment-seat of Christ,” Su~roun- 
ded by fierce flames he still remembered his widowed mother and 
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commended her to the care of his friends. When his body was near- 
ly burned through the middle by the fiery chain which held him to 
the stake, some one wished for a la.st sign as to whether he still be- 
lieved in the doctrine for which he was dying. He raised three fin- 
gers of his half-consumed hand and held them up steadily until he 
died. His last words were: “‘How long, Lord, sha.ll darkness oiver-1 
whelm this kingdom? HOW long wilt Th,ou sufSe<r this tyranny of 
men? Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 

THE FRUITS of a MARTYR’S DEATH 

Patrick Hamilton tvas only twenty-four when he suffered a 
martyr’s death for his Lutheran faith. His youth, his noble blood, 
his recent marriage, and his unflinching courage moved the hearts 
of the spectators. Many began soberly to consider the fa.ith for 
which he died and became staubch Lutheran Christians. In this 
way, Hamilton brought the Lutheran Reformation to Scotland, a 
stronghold of Roman Catholicism. 

From 1528 to 1543, a large. number of the clergy and nobles 
were burned to deat,h for having accepted and for defe!nding the 
teachings of Hamilton. The, faithful Lutherans of Scotland came to- 
gether under cover of night to study the English New Testament 
and various Lutheran books which had be.en smuggled into the 
country. Many of Luther’s hymns were translated and were sung 
to the praise of God according to their original Lutheran melodies. 
Some Scottish Lutherans left their homeland for Germany where 
they became acquainted with Luther and Melanchthon. One became 
professor of theology at Frankfort and later at the University of 
Leipzig. Another be,came a professor of theology in the University 
of Copenhagen in Denmark and was one of the translators of the 
Bible into Danish. Another was elected “Burgermeister” of a city 
in Germany. Many Lutheran Scats held influential governmental 
positions and on March 15, 1543, an Act was passed in the Scottish 
Parliament which ordained ‘“thnt it should be lawful to every m,an 
to use the benefit of the translation which they then had of the 
Eible and New Testament, together with the benefit of other trea- 
tises containing wholesome doctrine.” 

May the Lord God continue to raise up fearless men and wo- 
men who, in ou,r present generation, are, neither afraid nor aa 
shamed to testify boldly to the pure teachings of God’s Word for 
which Patrick Hamilton gave his life! 

-Adapted from “Theological Quarterly,” 1904, Vol. VIII, by P.R.B. 
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Tinley Park, Illinois 69477 

Rev. 0. IV. Schaefer, President 
Telephone : (Area 312) 532-4288 

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTH. CHURCH 
Worship Service 10 :00 A.M. 
Sunday School, 11:60 AX 

Rev. Julius A. Schmitt., PaStOr 

Box 33, Wilmot, So. Dak. 67279 

Telephone: (Area 695) 933-4343 

ST. LUKE’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
10715 - 51st Avenue South 

Seattle, Washington 
Sunday School & Bible Class, 9 :I6 A.M. 
Worship Service 10 :30 A.M. 

Rev. P. R. Bloedel, Pastor 
9658 - 54th Avenue South 
Seattle, Washington 98118 

Telephone : (Area 266) 723-7418 

WELCOME 

TQ ALE 0LBs AbID HEW SUBS&RIBERS 

- $2.OQ a Year - 

Give a subscription as a gift to a relative or friend. 

Send your subsc$hms or renewals to 

THE CONCORDIA LUTHERAN 
12472 Beacon Avenue So. Seaftk, Washington 98 I78 


