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Statement of Purpose: 

TO set forth in simple and plain lan- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance with the Book of Con- 
Cord of 1580, and the Brief Statement of 
1932. 

TO show, on the baais of Scrjpture 
what true Christians are to believe and 
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, they are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and ar- 
titles for Scriptural devotion and medi- 
tation. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, that our Concordia Lutheran Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
body but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do this are 
the true visible church on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share our 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgement of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
ds a mixture of divergent teachings bu\ 
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgement.” 

To set forth pertinent historical inford 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
thing and practice of the various so- 
called *‘Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Confes- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
keep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and among the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our re- 
porting and freely to correct any mis- 
information of which we are not aware 
JIB which has been called to our atten- 
tlon. Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 



Let Everything l e Praise the Lord! 
ALL people should praise the Lord! In Psalm 117 the, Psalmist 

.exhorts, “0 praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise Him, a!.! ye peo- 
pie”-verse I. 

But what do we unfortunately find? Instead of ascribing all 
honor and glory to the Lord God, we observe ever so many praising 
themselves. This is what proud King Nebuchadnezzar did. He, ruled 
over Babylon for about 43 years. One day as he walked in the pa- 
lace of his kingdom, he declared, “Is not this great Babylon, that I 
have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, 
and for the h,onor of my majesty?“- Daniel 4. We know from the 
Biblical account how the Lord humbled Nebuchadnezzar, making 
him to dwell with the beasts of the field and to eat grass as the, 
oxen until he acknowledged the might and power of God. 

Those who praise God for their accomplishments and success 
and do not “sing their own praise” are indeed rare ! Whether it be 
the building of a house or a church, whether it be some goal attained 
or some feat accomplished, the tendency is to ascribe whatever 
su.ccess there might be to ONE'S SELF instead of praising God. 

But where would we !be if it were not for our Creator, Re- 
deemer, and Sanctifier ? It is God who has given us life and pre- 
serves it. It is God who grants us blessings-temporal and spiritual. 
And all these blessings are due solely to His merciful kindness- 
without any merit or worthiness on our part whatsoever. With 
Jacob we must declare, “I am not worthy of the Zea,st of all the mer- 
cies and of all the truth ,which Thou hast showed unto Thy servant” 
-Genesis 32 :lO. 

When we contemplate merely the many temporal blessings, 
then indeed, we find ample reason to praise God with our hearts 
and lips. But, above all, think of the spiritual blessings ! “In Christ 
we have redemption throzcgh, His God, t.h,e forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of H,is grace”--Ephesians 1% In these 
glad tidings of the grace of God in Christ we have the peace of 
God which passes all human understanding. Here we have the 
means by which we have been called into Christ’s Kingdom a,nd are 
made His very own. “He that believeth on the Son bath ever&&&g 
Zif e”-John 3 :36. 

- Ptease turn to Page 146 - 
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Thy King Cometh Unto Thee ! 
“Rejoice greatly . . . behold thy King cometh unto Thee!” In 

these words of the Prophet Zeehariah (about 500 years before the 
birth of Christ) we hear a joyful and encouraging message to an 
oppressed, discouraged, and disheartened people. Year after year, 
decade after decade, century after century, the believers of the 
Old Testament waited patiently and longingly for the fulfillment 
of the promise of the Sa,vior which was first given to Adam and 
Eve in thet garden of Eden. Throughout this long period of waiting, 
prophets were sent by the Lord to instruct the people concerning 
the, person, office, work, and kingdom of the Messiah-that they 
might find comfort, joy, and salvation in His coming, 

We thank God that the promised Messiah did come ! Once again 
we are preparing to celebrate the great anniversary of His coming, 
the time of which the Prophet Isaiah spoke when he declared: 
“Behold, a virgin shall conceive a*nd bear a Son, and shall Cal.1 His, 
name Imjrkanuel,- Isaiah 7 :14. The word, Immanuel, rendered from 
the Hebrew into English, is “God with us!” This name actually re- 
veals to us the great mystery of the person of our Savior. It tells us 
that “Go&d was manifest in the flesh,“-- I Timothy 3 :16; that the 
“Word was made flesh and dwelt among us,“?John 1 :I4 ; that God 
was conceived and born-Luke 1:30-35 ; that God “was made man,” 
-Philippians 2: 6,7. 

Modernistic preachers and theologians insist that the prophets 
spoke only of a human deliverer -a Messiah sent by God but who 
is not to be identified with God. Such philosophical nonsense:, how- 
ever, cannot stand in the light of s,uch plain passages as Jeremiah 
23 :6 where it is said of the Messiah: “This is His name wihereby 
He shall be called, The Lord our Righteousness,” and Isaiah 9:6 
where He is called, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father,” and 
Micah 5: 2 where He is spoken of as “the RzLler in Israel, whose go- 
ings forth have been from of old, from everlasting!” 

The prophets of old also testify of the true humanity of the 
Messiah, for example, “A virgin shall conceive and irear a Son,“- 
Isaiah 7 :14. In Genesis 3 :15’ the Messiah is called the “Seed” of 
the woman. In Isaiah 9 :6, the prophet declarefi: “Unto us a Child 
is born, unto us a Son is given.” He is spoken of as the descendant 
of Abraham and Isaac, the Star of Jacob, the Lion from the tribe 
of Judah, a Branch from the stem of Jesse, and the Son of David. 
The true, manhood of the Messiah is. also set forth in all of those 
prophesies which speak of the Savior’s bitter suffering and death. 
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Yes, when the fulness of t,he time was come, this great King, 
Messiah, Immanuel, God with us, appeared in the person of Jesus 
of Nazareth. How clearly this is spoken of in Matthew 1: 20-23 and 
again in Luke 1~31-3 3. Jesus Christ is the God-man! How clearly 
this was demonstrated during His life here on earth, and in what 
unmistakable terms the Apostles teach this truth in their Epistles ! 
How fervently and zealously the true, Church has upheld this teach- 
ing down though the ages ! We ourselves must be,lieve it and confess 
it for our eternal salvation! 

Here we, have a perfect Savior, Immanuel, God with us! About 
19 centuries ago He came into this world to save that which was 
lost, Matthew 18 :I1 ; to be the Propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world, I John 2: 2; to die for all, II Cor. 5:15; to redeem u:s from 
sin, death, Satan, and hell, Gal. 3 :13, I Peter 1: 18,19. Today, He 
comes through the Gospel to bestow upon us the rich blessings of 
salvation which He has earned for all mankind. Soon He will come 
again to take us to Himself and will preserve us unto His heavenly 
Kingdom to whom be glory and dominion forever and ever, John 
14:3; II Timothy 4: 18. -P.R.B. 

A New Lutheran Church Bode -- The d 
Federation for Authentic Lutheranism 

On November 1, 1971, seven Lutheran congregations repre- 
senting about 8,000 members severed their ties with the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod when their delegates ,officially organized 
themselves as a Lutheran church body under the name of THE 
FEDERATION FOR AUTHENTIC LUTHERANISM (FAL) . The constitu- 
ting convention of this new organization was held in St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, Libertyville, Illinois. 

Especially noteworthy is that during its constituting conven- 
tion this new group, after a very short meeting with officials of the 
Wisconsin Synod (WELS) and of the Norwegian Synod (ELS) , 
established fellowship with these two bodies and has accepted the 
offer of the Norwegian and Wisconsin Synod’s colleges and semi- 
naries for the training of their future pastors and teachers. 

Representatives of our Committee on Lutheran Union were 
in attendance at the organizational meeting of the FAL. 

-I?. R. 33. 
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In an article on Church and Ministry in the Sept.-Oct. 1971 
issue of SOLA SCRIPTURA, the official organ of the Federation for 
Authentic Lutheranism, the writer requests any rea.der to adduce 
Bible passages which clearly teach “that the local congregation 
alone is authorized publicly to administer the Office of the Keys, 
or that the Pastoral Office in. a congreg.ation always comprises the 
entire office of the public ministry.” The same writer holds that 
there is no Scriptural proof for these statements. 

With reference to the first point, the Bible is clear that it 2:c 
God’s will and ordinance that Christians should ,e,stablish and main- 
tain local churches, because without them the following Christian 
obligations cannot be performed: 

a. The regular hearing and learning of God’s Word as it is proclaimed 

by the divinely called ministers who are to feed the flock over-1 which 

God has placed them. (#Acts 20:28; Titus I :5; Ephesians 4: IO- 12; I Peter 5: 

2-3; Acts 2142-47; Acts l4:23.) 

b. The regular celebration of Holy Communion under the loving and care- 

ful watchfulness of the divinely called shepherd. (I Corinthians I I :23-29; 

I Corinthians IO: 17; Acts 20:28.) 

c. The continuous exercise of the duties of Christian fellowship and love. 

(I Corinthians I I :33; I Corinthians I : IO; Colossians 3:15-l 6; I Corinthi- 

ans 9:7-14; Galatians 6:6-7; Hebrews 10:23-25; Ephesians 4:3-6; Acts 6: I-6.) 

d. The careful, evangelical exercise of church discipline as com!manded by 

the Lord in Matthew 18:15-l 7. (C om p are: I Corinthians 5: I 3; II C,orin- 

thians 2:6-g, IO.) 

In the light of all these passages it is evident :that the local 
Christian congregation is the only divinely ordained external fel- 
lowship. No other groupings of believers, whether large or small 
in number, whether synods or societies, which are humanly devised 
organizations established in Christian liberty, are authorized to 
administer the Office of the Keys publicly, since none of these is 
able to carry out the, above-mentioned Christian obligations as 
fully as God’s Word requires. Nowhere in Holy Writ does God give 
authority to any two or three or more Christians, anywhere and 
any time, to do what He commands His Church to do. It is well to 
note that the “two or tlzree” in Matthew 18: 20 do not comprise the 
whole congregation spoken of in Matthew 18: 17. Verse 20 is not 
a definition of “chup-ch,” for the Savior tells the two or three in- 



dividuals to Y%lZ it unto the Chuck” ‘IChe false use of Matthew 
I%:20 by some church bodies is truly contrary to the principle of 
sola Scrip tura. 

With reference to the second point in the SOLA SCRIPTURA 
article, the pastoral office of the local congregation is the only 
divinely ordained office in the Church. According to Acts 20:28 
the Holy Spirit has made the minister an overseer of all the flock, 
including the officers of the congregation, the various societies and 
their officers, the Sunday School, Christian Day School, Bible 
classes, and their teachers, as well as assistant pastors. All other 
offices in the Church, besides that of pastor, are auxiliary, o I 
offices of help, to the Office of the Ministry. (Hebrews 13:17; 
I Thess. 5 92-13; Acts 63-6. See also I Cor. 12 :27ff. and Ephesians 
4 :llff .) God I-Iimself ordained this pastoral office, as is clear from 
the,se passages, so that order and proper preparedness, aptness to 
teach, as also pastoral responsibility for souls, would prevail in the 
w&!ic performance of the Office of the Keys. It is this divine ar- 
rangement for the edification of the body of Christ for all time, 
which is violated by the so-called “chance gatherings of Christians” 
usurping this authority. (Hebrews 13 :17 ; Jude 11.) 

It is important to note also individual passages of Scripture 
which point out how the Ministry of the Word, including missionary 
activity, was authorized and carried on under ‘rhe auspices of the 
local congregation, to wit: 

Acts 13: I-4. - The local congregation at Antioch is instructed by the 

Holy Ghost to choose Barnabas and Saul for mission 

work and sends them on their way with prayer and blessing. This work, 

then, was by the authority and under the a$uspices of the Ilocal church. 

Acts 14:23-37. - Elders or pastors are ordained in every church, that 

is, in each local congregation. Later these congre- 

gations gathered tie hear a report on the God-given success of the 

apostles’ labors -work which was by the authority and under the au- 

spices of the local churches. 

Titus I :5. - Titus is here instructed by the Apostle Paul tie direct the 

local congregations in Crete to choose elders or pastors 

for themselves. What the Spirit of Christ here decrees thr0ug.h the 

apostle must be recognized as a divine institution and ordinance. (See: 

Smalcald ,Articles under Of Power and Jurisdiction of Bishops, Con- 

cordia Triglotta, page 52 I .) 

If we thus let Scripture speak and interpret itself, noting well 
the context of each passage, neither adding to nor taking anything 
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from it, we shall be convinced of the true teaching concerning 
Church and Ministry so that as God blesses His Word upon our 
hearts, we shall “all speak the Same t:hing”’ and the j”unity of the 
Spirit” shall by God’s grace be revitalized among us. (Eph. 4: 3) 

Rev. 0. W. Schaefer, Presldent-Professor 
Re,v. H. David Mensing, Associate Professor 

representing the Faculty of 
Concordia Theological Seminary 
(Concordia Lutheran Conference) 

Continued fro m Page 141 - 

Considering the undeserved kindness and 
me,rcy of the Lord should melt our unthankful 
hearts and prompt us to be more diligent~ in 
following the exhortation of the Psalmist to 
praise the Lord. 

Lord, I will tell, while I a.m living, 
Th.y goodness forth with every breath 

And greet each morning with thanksgiving 
Until my heart is still in death; 

Yea, when at last my lips grow cold, 
Thy praise shall in my sighs be told. 

-M.L.N. 



PHE FAL TRUMPET GIVES A FALSE SOUND 
We have before us the November-December, 1971, issue of 

Sola Scriptura, the official 0rga.n of the FAL. In this issue is am 
article regarding the Church and Ministry which, even though it 
proposes to follow the principle of the Scriptures alone, gives a 
most uncertain sou.nd. This is apparently an endeavor to make the 
Wisconsin Synod’s and the Norwegian Synod’s errors palatable to 
their own constituency and to any prospective pastor or congrega- 
tion dissatisfied with the Missouri Synod. Endeavoring, on the one 
hand, to preserve “the full po-wer of the Keys withour any abridge- 
ment or diminution” to the local congregation and emphasizing 
“that the local congreg,ation must never be depribed of this p~ivi- 

lege, power, and duty” or limited by “synodical or episcopal forms 
of church government,” the article, nevertheless, rejects the Scrip- 
tural position with regard to excommunication being the sole God- 
given prerogative of the local congregation and confuses the word 
church as it is used in Matthew 16: 18 with its use in Matthew 18: 
17. The article also uses verse IO of Matthew 18 to defend the full 
exercise of the power of the keys on the part ,of any chance gather- 
ing of Christians assembled in Christ’s name. It is interesting to 
note that at the same time the article declares that “the MARKS of 
the Church, Word and Sacraments, are to be in regular zrse” in such 
groups (our emphasis). 

Also, an effort is made to show that the Apostle Paul actually 
excommunicated the person who is referred to in I Corinthians 
5 :I-& which to any careful reader of the text is simply not the case 1 
We wonder what the FAL does with such passages as I Peter 4: 15, 
“Let none of you suffer as . . l a bzcsz~ body in other men’s matters,” 
-literally as a “self-appointed, overseer in other men’s matters,” or 
iin other men’s parishes. Is an official in the FAL able to go over 
the heads of the individual pastors who, according to the Word of 
God, have the responsibility for the souls entrusted to their care? 
(Hebrews 13: 17 ; Acts 20 :28 ; I Peter 5: 2.) 

Furthermore,, in an effort to throw out the pastoral office as 
the only divinely instituted office in the Church, an appeal is made 
to Titu.s I :5 to show that the Apostle Paul dvidently set Titus 
“into kind of episcopate, somewhat like thlat which developed later 
in the ancient ChuTch-.” It is evident from the text itself that this is 
not the ease but that the Apostle Paul directed Titus, as his per- 
sonal emissary to the congregations in Crete, to lead these con- 
gregations in establishing the office of the ministry in their midst. 
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This text, contrary to its obvious abuse in So&x Scripturn, helps 
rather! to bear out the true teaching that congregations are obli- 
gated by the; Lord to establish the office of the miaistry (the 
pastoral offiee) in their midst and that such office is the only 
divin,ely ordained office in t h e church.. Hiow such an office was 
esta>blished is clear from Acts 14 :23 where the word “ordained” 
(Greek : cheirotoneo) refers to “electing by a show of hands.” 

We grant tha.t the u s)e of already established colleges a;nd 
seminaries as well as the prestige of numb’ers is enticing-but it is 
our fervent hope and prayer that the members of the FAL gi,ve 
serious consideration to a return to the position of old Missouri 
on the doctrine of Church and Ministry for it a,lone is based on 
sola Scriptura ! 

-P. R. B. 

A WARNING to CONSERVATIVE 5LUTHERAN 
PASTORS who would FALL PREY 

to a FALSE HUMILITY . l a 

A pastor in the WELS, ELS, or FAL may feel that because the 
position of his church body is one which diminishes the importance 
of the pastoral office, and because this requires humility to lesisen 
the dignity of one’s office, and because humility is pleasing to the 
Lord-therefore the position is Scripturally correct that the pas- 
toral office is not ordained by God any more, than any other office 
in the Church but that it is simply an office established by the local 
congregation in Christian liberty. But such a humility which sets 
aside the Word of God is actually pride of the most insidious kind. 
Of what other office is the Lord speaking in His Word whe,n He 
says: “Take heed . . . unto all the flock, over the which the Holy* 
Gho,st hath made you oversee&‘--ACTS 20:28? Of what oth,er of- 
fice is IIe speaking when He says: “Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and submit yoursekes; for they watch for souls as they 
that must give account,“- HEEREWS 13:17? Of what other office is 
He speaking when He says : “Feed the flock of Gold which is among 
you, taking the oversight thereof ,“-I PETER 5 :2? What office is 
especially referred to in I Timothy 5: 17, “Let the elders that rule 
well be counted worthy of double honor, especially they who labor 
in the Word and doctrine ?” Of whichother office is the Lord speak- 
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ing when He says: “And we beseech go/u, brethren, to know tkm 
which la,bor among you and are ove,r you in the Lord and admonish 
you; and to estee,m them very highly in love for their wo~k’s sake,” 
---I THESS. 5 AZ, 13? Of what other office is the Lord speaking in 
these and similar passages but the pastoral office in the local con- 
gregation ? And the requirements or qualifications for the incum- 
bents of this office are plainly and carefully recorded in Scripture. 
Do these words of God leave the impression that the establishment 
of the pastoral office in the local congregation is a matter of Chris- 
tian liberty? 

If the pastoral office is established as a matter’ of Christian 
l,iberty, it follows that a congregation may also discontinue the pas- 
toral office or dismiss its pastor also as a matter of Chri&ian 
liberty-that a pastor may be hired or fired at the will of the con- 
gregation But St. Paul writes with regard to the pastoral office : 
“Let a man so account of us as of the ministers of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God,“-1 COR. 4: 1. 

Certainly, it is clear from Scripture that an incumbent of the 
pastoral office is not to lord it over a congregation (I Peter 5 :3) by 
legalisticharassment, but it is also abundantly clear that a Chris- 
tian pastor should recognize and uphold the Scriptural status and 
nature of his office as well as it,s solemn obligations and responsi- 
bilities. 

W&henever a problem of a practical nature (case of casuistry) 
is presented with regard to the Church and Ministry, involving 
their peculiar teaching in these matters, an appeal is generally 
made by WELS theologians to the Scripture text: “Let all things 
be done decently and in orde,r,“-I COR. 14: 40, while at the same 
time they overlook the practical decency and order set forth by God 
Himself relative to the pastoral office in the local congregation as 
the only divinely ordained office in the Church. 

8 may present day conservative Lutherans beware of the 
shifting of God-ordained responsibilities, of the usurpation of 
authority, and of the false \humility .which are gathering momen- 
tum daily in the doctrine of the Church and Ministry. 

-P.R. B. 
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