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To set forth in simple and plain language the pure doctrine of God’s Word
as taught by the true Lutheran
Church
in full accordance with the Book of ConCord of 1580, and the Brief Statement of
1932.
To show, on the basis of Scripture
what true Christians
are to believe and
how, out of love for their Savior Jesus
Christ, they are to lead godly lives.
To furnish aids for Bible study and articles for Scriptural
devotion and meditation.
To demonstrate,
by our Scriptural
stand, that our Concordis, Lutheran
Conference is not a sect or a false church
body but that the congregations
which
form it confess, teach, and practice the
Word of God in its full truth and purity
and use the Sacraments
according
to
Christ’s institution.
AU who do this are
the true visible church on earth.
To seek out all who truly share our
Scriptural
position in doctrine and practice, and to urge the mutual public acknowledgement
of such God-given unity.
Thus we shall be able thereafter to practice a God-pleasing
church fellowship
with them.
To show that we do not have among
,ZI a mixture of divergent teachings bui
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgement.”
To set forth pertinent historical information which has a bearing upon the
Church and to expose modern philosophical thought and the so-called scientific theories which contradict
the Word
of God.
To expose particularly
the false teaching and practice
of the various socalled
“Lutheran”
church
bodies by
comparing
their teaching
and practice
with what is plainly recorded
in the
Word of God, in the Lutheran
Confessions, and in the oId orthodox Lutheran
writings.
To expose false teaching and practice
wherever it makes its appearance and to
keep abreast of the current happenings
in the church and among the nations as
signs of the times.
To be truthful
and factual in our reporting and freely to correct any mfsinformation
of which we are not aware
dnd which has been called to our attentlon, Also to clarify any information
or
statement of doctrine or practice which
may be unclear to our readers or which
may create a wrong impression.

Most people have a special interest

in the future. The Spiritualists, for example, believe that persons known as “mediums”
have special powers which enable them to establish communication
between the living and the dead. These Spiritualists already claim
some 175,000 followers.
Can anything be known about the hereafter? The Christian
turns to the Word of Truth, the Bible. There he learns that there
are only k2uo places, no more and no less, after death. There is a
heaven and a hell.
There is no second chance or opportunity

after death. “It is

appointed unto, men once to die, but after this the Judgment,”
HEBREWS9:2X “Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is
the day of salvation/
II CORINTHIANS 6:2. “And it came to pass,
that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham’s
bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; artd in hell he lift
up his eyes, being in torments. . ,” LUKE 16 :22,23.

Heaven and Hell-tihe one a place of everlasting joy, the other
a place of everlasting torment. Both are eternal! Jesus says. “And
these shall go away into everla.sting punishment: but the righteous
into life eternal,” MATTHEW 25:46. These truths stand sure and

certain-no

matter who denies them!

To know something about the future life is but half the lesson.
It would be vain to look forward to the future without making the
proper preparations to escape hell and gain heaven!
How can we do this? Jesus says, “Repent ye, and believe the
Gospel,” MARK 1: 15. “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life: no
man cometh to. the Father, but by Me," JOHN 14:6. “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life," JOHN 3 :36. “There is
therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,”
ROMANS 8 :l.

-M.L.N.
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“That good f-Ring which was commifted
keep by the Holy Ghosf which dwelleih in usl”

unto thee,
-II

Timothy

I : 14.

Dr. L’uther once said, Yf Jesus were not upon His throne and
did not constantly besto,w His Holy Spirit, then the devil would not
let one person remain a. believer in Christ.” Indeed, to remain in

faith it is necessary for us to have the daily assistance of the Holy
Spirit. Thus the Apostle Paul, in the above text, admonishes his
co-laborer, Timothy, through the Holy Spirit to hold fast the true
teachings in faith.
If that were saving faith merely to recall what a person 1la.d
at one time learned from the Bible, or rrberely to be reminded in
trying times of the fact that Jesus is the Savior from sin, then,
perhaps a person could remain in the faith in the strength of his
own knowledge.. But the true faith is far more than the ability to
renzember the Biblical truths! Saving faith is the humble, joyful,
and trusting disposition of the HEART toward God and our Savior
Jesus Christ. This believing disposition, however, disappears and
soon changes into an anti-God disposition, as soon as the Holy
Ghost is no longer active in the heart!
Thus, for us to keep the faith and to remain steadfast, the
Holy Ghost must remain active in our hearts through OURhearing
and learning the Word of God in the Divine Services and Bible
Classes held in our churches and by ou.r own personal hearing and
meditating upon the Word of God in our daily lives. “Faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God,” ROMANS IO: 17.
Therefore, “let the Word of Christ &well in you ~&~~~,"COLOSSIANS
3: 16, for “the Word of God.. . e.jfectua.lly worlceth also in you th.at
believe,” I THESSALONIANS2: 13. Only then will our faith stand not
in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God!
-M. L. N.
ghe Holy Spirit carries on His work without ceasing until the
last day, ‘and for this He has appointed a congregation on earth
through which He speaks and does everything. For as yet He has
not gathered all the members of Christendom nor dispensed forgiveness to all who are to receive It. Therefore we believe in Him
who through the Word daily brings men into the church and
-
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In the study on the wall hangs a picture which, so far as this
world’s riches is concerned, has no collector’s value. Years ago it
was clipped from an ordinary calendar which was presented by a
Christian merchant to his customers. The picture may have no
monetary value in itself, but the subject portrayed is one beyond
price, unforgetable, and full of comfort for every tru.e child of God.
The simple, colorful painting has as its setting the incident recorded in the Gospel, Matthew 14:22-34.
In a distance, partly hidden by great boisterous waves dashing

against its prow and sides, appears a ship tossing in the midst of
the deep blue Sea of Galilee. The sailors, the disciples of Jesus, in
the early dawn, are vainly trying to reach the land of Genesaret.
They are making little headway because the raging, contrary wind
is driving hard against them.
Very prominently displayed, in the foreground, is pictured
our beloved Savior, the Lord of heaven and earth. He is majestically and calmly standing on the stormy surface of the sea. His left
hand is partly raised, pointing to the heavens. His right hand is
reaching out, downward, and has in its firm grasp the left extended arm of a man who is partly submerged, and who appears
with his right arm and hand to be frantically reaching for the
Savior. The man’s hair is disheveled, and the expression on his face
reflects mixed emotions of terror and confident hope as he most
earnestly looks up into the face of Jesus, his Helper and Savior.
The Lord’s lovely face, as He looks down on the wretched, sinking
but now rescued disciple, is glowing with love and compassion?
Jesus stands there firmly supporting His helpless disciple in His
secure grip, Peter, who had trustingly asked Jesus to let him walk
on the waters to come to Him but who while on the way sank when
fear suddenly overcame him on account of the threatening waves.
Indeed, this is a priceless, an unforgetable, and a most comforting sight to behold for a true child of God! We Christians, individually or collectively, are, apart from God’s care and blessing,
totally helpless and defenseless before the devil, the world and our
own sinful flesh! We need therefore above everything else here
95

on earth by faith to look to Jesus Christ! For God in His boundless
love sent Christ, the Son of God and Son of Man, into the world to
redeem us and all men by His own perfect life and to atone for our
sins by His suffering and death. Jesus thereby has earned forgiveness of sins , a new life in God’s Spirit, and the sure inheritance of
heaven for us all.. To obtain this most needful blessing we must repent of our sins and accept and believe in Jesus as our Savior. The
grace to do this God also mercifully grants us by means of His
Word. For thereby we are “born again, not of co,rruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth
f orever!” -1 Peter 1: 23.

Our Savior solemnly tells us and all His true disciples : “In
the ‘2hrorldye shall have tribulation,”
-John 16 :33. This is inescapable for every confessing Christian- we must cross the turbulent
and death-dealing seas of this life. For us Christians this is the
blessed cross whereby the Lord disciplines and scho.ols us in this
life and for a blessed and safe landing on the beckoning and friendly shores of Paradise.
When we are led astra,y by our sinful, wayward hearts, unable
to proceed, helplessly floundering and sinking beneath the flood
waters of tribulation; when the cross would seem too heavy for us,
our ease is never hopeless ! For in the midst of our tribulations,
there, always at hand, appears Jesus, our Helper and Savior!(Matthew 28 20). At our frantic cry: “Lord, save me!” His immediate response delivers us with the gentle but stern rebuke: “0
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” The disciple iis,
always safe in His almighty care! By His divine power the furious
wind quiets down, the churning waves are stilled, and the tossing
ship with the toiling disciples is again safe ! They had tribulation !
Jesus had said unto them, “Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afTaid!”
Thru His precious Word, the Lord Jesus, to this day, comforts us
in all tribulation and assures us of a safe landing on the heavenly shores of eternal life!
Jesus, Lover of my soul,
Let me to Thy bosom fly
While the nearer waters roll,
While the tempest still is high.
Hide me, 0 my Savior, hide,
Till the storm of life is past;
Safe into the haven guide.
Oh, receive my soul at last! Amen.

The Scriptural Position
concerningWomen in the Church,
in the Home, and in SecularMatters
Because of today’s emphasis on women’s rights and liberation
and because of the current tendency to ordain women into the office of the public ministry, even in so-called Lutheran bodies, it is
well for our readers to consider earnestly the Scriptural principle
involved and its application with regard to the church, secular matters, and the home.
The Scriptural principle, as plainly stated in the Word of God,
is simply this : Women are not to usurp the rightful authority which
God has given to men, I Corinthians 11:3, 8-9 ; I Timothy 2 :12-14.
T.he proper application of this Scriptural
light of God’s Word, is as follows :

principle,

in the

I) Women are not to teach men in the church (i.e. the public
assembly) at all because ruling in the church is done only by the
teading of God’s Word, and this office of teaching and ruling is
specifically committed in Scripture to men, I Thess. 5: 12-13 ; I Tim.
2: 11-14; I Tim. 3. Likewise, for the same reason, she should also
not take part in the voters’ assembly, which is the ruling body of
the congregation, I Corinthians 14: 34-35.
2) In secular mnttem, such as education, bu.siness, and government, Scripture does not forbid teaching or ruling by women, but
emphasizes that she must not reject or neglect her chief God-given
sphere of activity in life as wife and mother, I Timothy 2: 15, and
the man must not reject or neglect his chief and God-given duty to
provide for those of his own household, I Timothy 5: 8.
3) In the home the woman is obligated to recognize her husband as her God-given head, submitting herself to her own husband in everything, honoring him and obeying him, even as Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, Ephesians 5 :22; I Peter 3:6,
and the husband is required to l.ove his wife even as Christ Ials!o
loved the Chu.rch and gave Himself for it, and to live with his wife
according to knowledge, giving honor unto the wife as unto the
weaker vessel, that their prayers be not hindered, Ephesians 5 :25 ;
Colossians 3 :19 ; I Peter 3 :7.
-Editorial
Committee
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THE NICmE CREED
THE NICENE CREED derives its name from the First Ecumenical Council which was held in the year 325 A.D. at Nicaea in Bithynia. This council, attended by 318 bishops, was convoked by Emperor Constantine the Great. Its purpose was to settle the so-called
Arian controversy. Arius, a presbyter of Alexandria in Egypt, denied the diety of Christ and, much like the Jehovah Witnesses of
today, taught that the Lord Jesus was a sort of secondary created
diety. He was first opposed by Alexander, bishop of Alexandria,
and was excommunicated in the year 321. This began a period of
theological agitation in the church which lasted more than fifty
years.
AT THE First E’cumenical Council at Niczea (325 A.D.) the Ni-

cene Creed made its first appearance. It was little more than an
elaboration of the Apostles’ Creed-stressing
in particular the true
diety of Christ, “very God of very God, begotten, not made, being
of one substance with the Father.” With these words the council
took a definite stand against the false teaching of Arius and his
followers, and at this council Arius and two Egyptian bishops were
banished to Illyria.
AT THE Second
381 A.D., the section
Creed. This resulted
chers in the church
therefore confess in

Ecumenical Council, held at Constantinople in
on the Holy Ghost was enlarged in the Nicene
from the fact that there were prominent teawho held that the Holy Ghost is not God. We
the Nicene Creed that the Holy Ghost is “the

Lord und Giver of life . . . who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and $$orified, who spake by the prophets?
WE CHRISTIANS rejoice that the pure teaching of God’s Word

was upheld and defended in these early church councils-and
are
happy to confess our faith publicly in the beautiful words of the
Nicene Creed as is done in our Communion Liturgy. All who deny
the essential deity of Christ and of the Holy Ghost place themselves
outside of the pale of Christianity and must be regarded as antiChristian sectarians.

-DAB.

Taegliche Hausandacht,
“We

C. F. W. Walther, -Translated

love Him, because He firs)

loved usf"

--I

John

by E. L. M.
4: 19.

God did not create us, as He did the animals, for this world,
which will one day pass away. He did not fill the earth with His
blessings in order to satisfy our immortal soul. No, God had an inexpressibly higher and more glorious purpose in mind in creating
us. He did not want to bless us by means of the enjoyment of the
creature but through the enjoyment and love of His own Self. Poor,
insignificant man is born for the high purpose of coming into possession of God’s love, the highest Good, and to be eternally blessed
in His fellowship. --But man fell into sin and thereby a great
and terri#ble change took place in his heart. Now no man, as he is
born into this world, understands this his high pu.rpose, and when
he is informed of it, there is no inclination in him t.o seek it. A,11
people indeed still have the desire for rest, peace, and salvation.
But since our fall into sin, all of us, by nature, no longer seek our
salvation in God but in the world. God’s holy Law stands as, an
enemy between God and the natural inclination of man. For that
reason man either sins in an outright manner against God, or he
submits himself only externally to God’s ordinance and seeks outwardly to keep God’s Commandments because he fears revenge and
punishment. No man, by nature, desires to get to heaven because he
loves God and finds #his blessedness in God, but because he does not
want to be damned to hell.
Oh, we miserable humans! How deeply we have fallen! God
does not want to satisfy us merely with visible, temporal, passing
possessions ; He Himself, the eternal highest Good, wants to give
Himself to us, and we would rather satisfy ourselves with the empty husks of this world! Oh, how does love to God, for which we
were created and in which alone we are able to be truly blessed,
again come into our heart?
The apostle points out to us the way and means whereby God
will permit His love to come again into our heart when he says:
YVe love Him, because He first loved us.” Here we are told: If we
truly understand 6hat God loved us first, that we thesrefore did not
love God first but rath.er hated Him; that by nature we are enemies
of God, that we are worthy only of His revenge lbut unworthy of
the love of God, and that God nevertheless loved us from eternity,
before we were born, and so loved us that He gave us His only be-

gotten Son ; if while experiencing the terrors of conscience, of
death, and hell we are quickened and raised up with the comfort:
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came into the world to save sinners;
if we truly believe this through the work of the Holy Ghost; if we
have, with fear and trembling, seen the depths of our sinful corruption but in that very moment have been touched by the eternally merciful love of God ; in short, if we have come to a true
understanding of our hatefulness, and besides the feeling of our
sinfulness and well-deserved cursedness have experienced in our
heart the love of God in Christ by faith: then also the love of God
will be poured out in our own heart. It is impossible to approach
the great fire of God’s love without being warmed by it to ardent
love in return. That so few people love God is due to the fact that
they have not tasted the love which God has for them; they have
not yet believed and understood how highly they are loved by God
in Christ, All who b.elieve and understand it should truly burn in
their hearts with loveThey should love God more than the greedy
man loves his earthly possessions, more than the mother loves her
child, more than the bride her bridegroom. Whoever understands
what a great sinner he is but that also in Christ he is acceptable to
God, for him the entire world with its lust, yes, everything should
become small, insignificant, meaningless, and bitter without God.
Such a one knows that God alone is worthy of his love. In Him he
finds everything that his heart can possibly desire. Because he has
the reconciled God, already in this life it is as though heaven with
all its blessedness has now opened to him.
0 Jesus Christ, my loveliest Light,
Thou, who in Thy blest spirit
Me lovest, though with all my might
I cannot grasp or prize it:
Grunt that my he.art Thee in return
With love and constant ye,arning
Thee embracing,
As Thy blest possession
Alone to Thee be cleuving.
Amen.

-
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through the sameWord and the forgiveness of sin bestows, increases, and strengthens faith, so that when His work is done, and
we have continued in it and have died to the world and all evil, He
may finally mitke us perfectly and eternally holy-For
this consummation by the Word we now wait in faith.
-Luther
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WORDS

l

a

l

to know, and distinguish
NARTHEX O~ATRIUM - The vestibule in a church building leading
into the Nave.
NAVE - The middle part or body of a church building where the
congregation assembles.
SACRISTYor VESTRY - The room of a church building where the
sacred vessels and vestments are kept, and where the minister prepares for public worship. The word, vestry, may also
refer to the (board of elders of a congregation.
ALTAR - The Communion Table and symbol of God’s presence in
the church.
PULPIT - The elevated place (generally enclosed) from which the
sermon is preached.
LECTERN - A reading desk or stand for holding the Bible.
FONT - A receptical for holding the water for Baptism.
PREDELLA - The step or platform immediately in front of the altar.
CHANCEL - That part in a church bu.ilding where the altar stands.
DOSSALor DORSAL - A cloth or curtain hung behind the altar or
at the sides of the chancel.
REREDOS- An ornamental screen behind the altar.
ANTEPENDIUM or FRONTAL - An ornamental cloth hanging befor the Altar or Pulpit.
C~ORPORAL
- A linen cloth laid upon the altar upon which the
Communion Vessels are set.
CHALICE - The Communion cup.
FLAGON - A large covered pitcher for a reserve of wine in the
Lord’s Supper.
PATEN - The plate used for the distribution of the Communion
wafers.
CIBORIUM - A box or vessel in which the Communion wafers are
kept.
EWER - A large pitcher for holding and carrying the water for
Baptism to the baptismal font.
COMMUNICANT - One partaking of the Lord’s Supper or entitled
to receive it.
CONFIRMAND - A baptized person who publicly renews his baptismal vow, professes adherence to the Word of God, and is
received into communicant membership in a Christian congregation, or one who is being prepared for confirmation.
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