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Statement of Purpose: 

To set forth in simple and plain lan- 
guage the pure doctrine of God’s Word 
as taught by the true Lutheran Church 
in full accordance ,with the Book of Con- 
cord of 1580, and the Brief StHterzlent of 
1932. 

To show, on the basis of Scripture, 
what true Christians are to believe and 
now, out of love for their Savior Jesus 
Christ, t.hey are to lead godly lives. 

To furnish aids for Bible study and ar- 
ticles for Scriptural devotion and mcdi. 
ta tion. 

To demonstrate, by our Scriptural 
stand, tnat our Concordiu 1,utherrtn Con- 
ference is not a sect or a false church 
uoay but that the congregations which 
form it confess, teach, and practice the 
Word of God in its full truth and purity 
and use the Sacraments according to 
Christ’s institution. All who do tnls are 
the true visible churcn on earth. 

To seek out all who truly share OUI 
Scriptural position in doctrine and prac- 
tice, and to urge the mutual public ac- 
knowledgment of such God-given unity. 
Thus we shall be able thereafter to prac- 
tice a God-pleasing church fellowship 
with them. 

To show that we do not have among 
us a mixture of divergent teachings but 
that we are, by God’s grace, “perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.” 

To set forth pertinent historical imor- 
mation which has a bearing upon the 
Church and to expose modern philoso- 
phical thought and the so-called scienti- 
fic theories which contradict the Word 
of God. 

To expose particularly the false tea- 
ching and practice of the various so- 
called “Lutheran” church bodies by 
comparing their teaching and practice 
with what is plainly recorded in the 
Word of God, in the Lutheran Con%es- 
sions, and in the old orthodox Lutheran 
writings. 

To expose false teaching and practice 
wherever it makes its appearance and to 
lreep abreast of the current happenings 
in the church and amoag the nations as 
signs of the times. 

To be truthful and factual in our re- 
porting and freely to correct any mis- 
information of which we are not aware 
and which has been called to our atten- 
tion Also to clarify any information or 
statement of doctrine or practice which 
may be unclear to our readers or which 
may create a wrong impression. 



NOTICE l l l 

0 0 l to our ubscribers 
Your Concordia Lutheran has been delayed by various circumsfarxes 

including the reorganization of our Publishing House set-up and increased 

pastoral responsibilities on the part of the Chairman of the Board of Control. 

The Concordia Lutheran Conference has now purchased a complete 
print shop wh,ich includes two letter presses and two offset presses. Our new 

publishing house is known as: Scriptural Publications [Concordia Lutheran 

Conference). 

Rather than quarterly issues of the Concordia Lutheran, the Conference 

has resolved to publish again on a mon~tkly basis which will begin with the 
October issue. Inasmuch as there was no July-August-September issue, 

three addition,al issues will be sent to all present subscibers beginning with 

this issue. 

It is our sincere hope that, by God’s grace, the Concordia Lutheran will 

continue to be ‘of spiritual b.enefit to you and your family. 

-Board of Contr,ol 

The twentieth annual convention of the Concordia Lutheran 
Conference in Tinley Park, Illinois, was opened with a divine ser- 
vice on Friday, June 26th, in which our President, Rev. 0. W. 
Schafer, spoke to us on the theme, “God% Timely Advice: Bewwe 
of Drifting. 1” His text was Hebrews, chapter 2, verse 1. The Rev. 
H. D. Mensing, the local pastor, served as liturgist. The offering 
was for the General Fund of the Conference. 

On Sunday morning, June 28th, another divine service was 
held in which the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. An edifying ser- 
mon was preacihed by Rev. J. Schmitt of Wilmot, South Dakota, 
on the ba.sis of the Gospel Tzsson for the day, Luke 5: 1-11. Again, 
the host pastor, Rev. H. D. Mensing. served as liturgist. The offer- 
ings received at this service went to the 1 ocal congregation to 
assist in paying the expenses incurred in hosting the convention. 



Two essays were presented at this convention. The one, a 
practical essay, “Practical Considerations concerning preparation 
for Lord’s Supper” was presented by Rev. M. L. Natterer of 
Lebanon, Oregon. The other a doctrinal essay, “The Doctrine of 
the Call, including its practical application in the congregation and 
the representative Church” was delivered by Rev. E. L. Mehlberg 
of Coos Bay, Oregon. Each of the morning and afternoon sessions 
of the convention was preceded by an appropriate devotion. 

The following men were elected to the respective offices: 
President: Rev. E. L. Mehlberg 

Vice-president: Rev. P. R. Bloedel 
Secretary : Rev. M. L. Natterer 
Treasurer : Mr. V. K. Bloedel 

Board Members-at-large: Mr. G. Frerichs and Mr. W. Fischer 
The Editorial Committee 

Pastor M. L. Natterer, editor 
Pastor P. R. Bloedel, assistant editor 
Mr. M. R. Luedtke, business manager 

The Committee on Theological Education 
Rev. P. R. Bloedel, chairman Rev. J. A. Schmitt 
Mr. Martin R. Luedtke Mr. Daniel Mensing 

The Committee on Missions 
Rev. J. Schmitt, Mr. H. Fischer, and Mr. V. Reil 

The Committee on Lutheran Union 
Rev. P. R. Bloedel Rev. M. L. Natterer 
Mr. David T. Mensing Prof. 0. W. Schaefer 

Action was taken on the recommendation of the Committee on 
Theological Education to attend the Lutheran Free Conference at 
Rockford College, Rockford, Illinois, July 14-16, 1970. The conven- 
tion felt that since the topics for this Lutheran Free Conference 
seemed to indicate a return to the purpose for which it was foun- 
ded, therefore it was resolved that the faculty of our Seminary 
be our representatives at this meeting. 

A budget of $11,350.00 was accepted by the delegates for the 
coming fiscal year. 

The convention decided to purchase the printing equipment, 
offered to the Conference by Pastor P. R. Bloedel, for approxima- 
tely $4425.00 using the funds available in our Publishhg House 
Fund and in the Sunday School Fund. This Conference Print Shop 
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will be under the direct supervision of Pastor Bledel as Chairman 
of the Board of Control, with the assistance of the other members 
of that Board. 

It was also resolved that the salary of the Professor-President 
of the Seminary be increased to $7,800.00 and the salary of the 
Associate Professor be increased to $1,800.00. This matter will be 
laid before the congregations of the Conference in the form of a 
referendum. 

Since it was brought to the attention of the convention that 
there were requests that our Conference periodical, THE CONCORDIA 
LUTHERAN, appear monthly instead of quarterly, therefore it was 
resolved that this change be authorized. 

The convention accepted the invitation extended by St Paul’s 
Lutheran Church, Coos Bay, Oregon, to hold the 21st Annual Con- 
vention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference at their church on 
June 25th-27th, 1971, the Lord willing. 

These are merely a few of the important transactions resolved 
upon in our last convention. The rest of the matters will be found 
in the Proceed,in.gs available in a. few months. We are indeed grate- 
ful for the very brotherly and fruitful convention which the Lord 
granted us in Tinley Park, Illinois. The generous Christian hospi- 
tality extended by the Pastor and members of Peace Ev. Lutheran 
Church will long be remembered. For the various devotions an d 
divine services, the brotherly discussions and Christian fellowship, 
we praise and magnify Him who has so richly fed us and pray that 
He would continue to lead and guide us so that with renewed zeal 
we may join in the words of Johann Mentzer: 

“Lord, I will tell, while I am living, 
Thy goodness forth with every breath 
And greet each morning with thanksgiving 
Until my heart is still in de.ath ; 
Yea, when at last my lips grow cold, 
Thy praise shall in my sighs be told.” 

(Hymn 30, Lutheran Hymnal) 

-Rev. M. L. Natterer, Secretary 
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Qmbention j!ihmnon by ftev. 0. W. ~~~~~~~~ 
“Therefore we ought+0 give the more earnest heed to the 
things which we have heard, lest at any time ‘we should 

let them slip.” -Hebrews 2: I 

In Christ Jesus, the Head of the Church, dearly beloved bre- 
thren of our Conference, especially you, the pastoral and lay dele- 
gate assembled for our annual convention : 

“The Lord hath helped us hitherto by His surpassing fmxw; 
His mercies ev’rg morn were new, His kindness did not waver!” 
(Luth. Hymnal No. 33, v. 1). In these words of the hymn writer we 
join, as by the grace of God we gather here for the twentieth an- 
nual convention of our Conference. This is indeed a notable mile- 
stone, and our hearts pour forth thanksgiving to God for having 
brought us to this day. It is none of our doing that we have come to 
this moment, but rather all glory and praise are due unto our gra- 
cious Lord, who has directed and sustained us in the past, has fed 
us with an abundance of #heavenly food, and has bestowed many 
spiritual and temporal Iblessings upon us. Grateful for these gifts 
from above, we assemble here for inspiration and strength from 
God’s Word in order that we might properly consider and act upon 
the business of the Church which lies before us. As always, our one 
and only Guide in all things is the pure truth of Scripture. To this 
we must turn at all times and to this we must cling in this age of 
tension, strife and confusion lest we falter, grow weak, and despair. 
The motto of our convention this year is therefore most fitting, 
as it reminds us in these lsst days of sore distress: HOLD FAST THE 
FAITHFUL WORD! Let this theme dominate our sessions this weekend 
and let it be a powerful force in our lives when we return to our re- 
spective homes and congregations ! In a similar way Jesus, through 
the mouth of the apostle, told Christians in Asia Minor: “Hold that 
fast which thou hast that no man take thy crown!” REVELATION 
3: II. He was speaking of the valuable treasure of faith, which, un- 
less daily fortified by the Word and diligently guarded in the face 
of sin and error, could easily slip away. Peter also stresses this in 
his second epistle and warns: “Ye therefore belove#d brethren, be- 
ware lest ge also fall from gour own stea.dfastness!” II PETER 3: 17. 

But why should we dwell on this when our Conference has con- 
tinued in the truth for 20 years and all seems well with our own 
faith and life? It is true, we enjoy great riches from God, but let 
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no one imagine that he is immune to their sliding from his grasp. 

The Bible warns: “Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fail!” I CORINTHIANS 10: 12. Because of our frail, sinful flesh, we 
need to be a.dmonished and cautioned in this regard, and another 
such word of God for our spiritual edification is found in our text. 
On the basis of this passage and under the gracious guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, let us therefore consider: 

GOD’S TIMELY CALL: “BEWARE OF DRIFTING !” 
We note: 1. Wherein this danger consists, and 

2. What advice we should heed in the face of it. 

The picture behind our text is that of a man holding something 
valuable with limp fingers and allowing it to slide away. The stri- 
king thought of the Greek original might b,e rendered in English 
this way: ‘“Lest we should drift away from the things w,e have 
heard!” Luther, consistent with this picture, translates in his Ger- 
man Bible: “dasx wir nicht dahinfahren!” 

Drifting is the danger against which the writer of our text is 
warning. As a boat which is not anchored properly will glide down- 
stream so smoothly and quietly that many passengers will not be 
aware of it, so in the realm of spiritual matters, if the Christian 
is not strongly tied to what he has heard and learned, namely, the 
clear teachings of God’s Word, he will drift away ever so gradually. 
Many a believer has remained utterly unconscious of this quiet mo- 
tion downstream, until too late he heard the swishing of the whirl- 
pool ahead. All of us are exposed to the tugs and pulls of the swift- 
ly moving world about us, and therefore we are urged to give the 
more earnest heed to the things which we have heard. 

It remains a fact that we are in danger constantly of drifting 
from the solid moorings of our faith, from what we were taught 
and believe. From our Christian training at home, through Sunda,y 
School, confirmation instruction, Bible classes, divine services, and 
the like, we learned about verbal inspiration, the Ten Command- 
ments, creation, redemption, sanctification, prayer, baptism and 
Lord’s Supper, Church and Ministry, and much more. Then on our 
confirmation day we confessed our faith and pledged undying loyal- 
ty, not to some external organization, but to our Lord, His Word 
and Church. Ever since, currents have been tugging at our ship 
of faith, trying to make us doubt and to separate us from what we 
learned as God’s truth. 

What are some of these currents that pull a.t us? First, there 
is the current of time. Years change us. None of us is exactly the 
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same today as he was five or ten years ago. And sadly enough, this 
is the case with many also in regard to their spiritual life. They are 
not as devout and sincere as they once were. There is little or no in- 
terest in remaining under the influence of Christ and His Gospel. 
Their hearts have drifted away, the ropes are loose, and their ship 
is gliding off. 

Another current that tries to pull us down stream is the con- 
tinual familiarity with the truth itself. It is a weakness of human 
nature that what we see and hear most often we pay least attention 
to. Thus one may sit in church every week and let sermons slip by 
without ever taking time to read their meaning to the s.oul, and all 
the while the heart is drifting. Many a churchgoer has had the Gos- 
pel pressed into his ears so often and so repeatedly that he never 
thinks of inquiring whether or not he really has it in his heart. 
His body may have been an&ored in the pew, as it were, but what 
matters before God is the heart, even as the Bible says, “The Lord 
searches all he.arts !” I Chron. 28: 7. What a tragedy when the heart 
slips away from the truth! 

Another current seeking to tow us downstream is popul~ 
opinion. When we were children, we had the simple faith of a child. 
But as we grow older, the tides of popular opinion make it more 
difficult to keep the ship of faith safely anchored. It is easier to 
drift and glide along. Many a believer has cut loose from his moor- 
ings when he hears that today many doubt the story of the creation, 
of Adam. and Eve, of Jonah and the whale, and question inspiration, 
the Virgin Birth, and other teachings of Scripture. When he hears 
that many regard full doctrinal unity an impossibility today, he 
soon joins with others of a different faith in religious worship and 
work because it is. so Common and because to hold otherwise is 
considered out of date and narrowminded. He further observes 
how moral standards are changing in the world with personal 
purity regarded as old fashioned, with amusements and entertain- 
ments once held as sinful now all the rage and supposedly making 
for popularity, and soon he forgets what he learned in the Sixth 
Commandment and drifts with the crowd. Many are the antichris- 
tian and antimoral tendencies of our times which if followed will 
prove disastrous to the soul and cut one off from a blessed eternity. 
Even one’s work or pleasure or companions can contribute to those 
cu,rrents pulling at our faith in the Lord, at our hold on the Gospel, 
and amid such ,dangers we need advice to follow, we need strength 
to sustain us, we need effective help to conquer. Thanks be to God, 
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He gives us such counsel, as we hear in our text. This is the second 
part of our consideration. 

In our text we are told to give the .more earnest heed to the 
things which we have heard. With the devil, the world, and our 
flesh trying to get our ship of faith off course, we need to have it 
securely tied and anchored. To see that need and to be aware of the 
dangers about us will be going a long way in the direction of over- 
coming th,em. How are we to fortify ourselves and be strengthened 
in these ,evil times? 

The writer says, “Give the more earnest heed to the things 
which we have heard!” Let us do this, first of all, in church! We 
must learn how to listen to a sermon. If it gets no farther than the 
ear, it leaves one weaker than before. If one does not feel fresh- 
er and stronger after it , something is wrong. Every sermon based 
on Holy Writ is meant to build up and strengthen, and if you fail 
to be fortified by it, investigate your own hearing of the Word; 
make sure that your ears do not have a better church attendance 
th.an you heart, for then drifting has set in. Cultivate better church 
going and more sincere participation in the service of wor&ip! 

But we must give heed to what we have heard and learned also 
in our homes. A sermon on Sunday is not a meal to be gulped down 
at once, but is to be a table that remains set all week long. We are 
to meditate on it, reflect on it again and again, and derive lasting 
spiritual benefit from it. In our homes the Bible must occupy the 
most important place as the family gathers about that Word in stu- 
dy, devotion, and prayer. Let there also be other wholesome reli- 
gious literature, including our Conference periodical, in our homes. 
As these spiritual articles are read and discussed by the members 
of the household, solid links in the ties of the Christian family will 
be forged to keep it from drifting from the things we have heard. 

Finally, we must give heed to what we have heard also in our 
personal lives, that is, in personal prayer, private devotion, and 
individual study of the Bible. This Word is the solid post to which 
we tie ourselves, since it is immovable and unwavering. In He- 
brews 6: 19 we read : “Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, 
both Sure and steadfast.” While others tie their hopes to the rotting 
hulks of human wisdom and worldly opinion, let us cling to; the un- 
shakable Rock of Ages, to that Word learned from our Christian 
Barents, at the feet of Christian teachers, and from the pulpits of 
Christian pastors. As the cords of faith hold us fast to Christ, ours 
will be a sturdy, healthy, and robust Christian faith and life, nour- 
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ished through the means of grace and safeguarded against drifting 
and gliding. 

May each of us ask himself: Am I anchored to the truths of 
Holy Writ or have the curents of the world begun to affect my 
faith and life? Is my heart as sincere now as the day I vowed: My 
dear Jes,us I’ll not leave? For past neglects and failings, for any 
drifting and wavering, let us ask God to pardon us, for Jesus sake, 
and resolve anew to regard His Word our h.ighest treasure, which, 
with His help, we will not let slip from our grasp, saying with 
David, “Thy Word have I hid i.12 mine heart , . . Thy Word is very 
pure, therefore thy servant Zoveth it!” Ps. II.9 :11,140. 

Dear brethren of our Conference, hold fast the faithful Word, 
for then Jesus promises, “I will give thee a. crown of life!” Rev. 2: 
IO. God grant it for His holy name’s sake! Amen.. 

An ecumenical “first” for the 
state of Oregon, a joint Episco- 
palian-Lutheran communi.on 
service was held May 7th in the 
chapel of All Saints Episcopal 
Church, Portland, Oregon. It 
was performed with the com- 
lbined clergy, congregations and 
choirs of All Saints and the 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. 
The Rev. Joseph Young, rector 
of All Saints, said the combined 
service was an outgrowth of a 
friendship between himself and 
Lutheran Pastor Milton S. Hunt. 
Both men are members and past 
presidents of the Southeast 
Portland Ministerial Associa- 
tion. Both ministers had asked 
for and received permission for 
the joint service from higher 
authority in their respective 
denominations. Th:e Lutheran 

pastor administered the bread 
while t h,e Episcopalian rector 
and his associate administered 
the wine. 

A Lutheran pastor from Mi- 
not, North Dakota, Rev. Martin 
Mutzenberger, was one of three 
speakers at Roman Catholic Fa- 
ther Kevin McGonigle’s install- 
ation Mass as abbot of Concep- 
t ion Abbey in Conception, MO. 
The Lutheran Pastor from Mi- 
not and the Romanist priest 
met i.n Pierre, South Dakota, 
in the 1960’s when Father Mc- 
Gonigle was chaplain at a hospi- 
tal and Pastor Mutzenberger 
was serving Lutheran Memorial 
Church. Pas to r Mutzenberger 
said, “I don’t think I’m a great 
promoter of the ‘E’cumenical 
Movement,’ but I’m deeply invol- 
ved with the ecumenical spirit - 

33 



a merged church isn’t the goal, 
but experiencing of oneness is.” 

Such unionistic services are 
practically everyday occurren- 
ces. They are almost taken for 
granted. The fact that they are 
so popular and are carried out 
with the approval of church of- 
ficials, does not make them right 
as far as God’s Word is concer- 
ned, The Scriptural principle 
stands: Full and honest agree- 
ment on the doct&nes clearly re- 
vealed in Scripture as the basis 
of church union. YVow I beseech 
you, brethren, mark them which 
cause divisions and oflenses con- 
trary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned; and avoid them,” 
ROMANS 16 :17; Wow I beseech 
you, brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye 
all speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among 
you; but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind 
and iuz the same judgment,” I 
CORINTHIANS 150. Unionism 
pretends unity where there is no 
true unity; a true Lutheran re- 
cognixes only that fellowship 
which springs from the un.ity of 
faith and doctrine! 

-00 

Rev. Paul D. Lindstrom is the 
pastor of the Church of Chris- 
tian Liberty in Prospect Heights 
in Illinois. After being gradua- 
ted from a suburban Chicago 
seminary five years ago, Lind- 
Strom founded his nondenomi- 
national church in a rented gym- 

nasium. Today he preaches in a 
spacious $100,000 building, di- 
rects a private school for 140 
Protestant and Catholic children 
in the church basement and has 
established two smaller congre- 
gations in Rockford, Illinois and 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Recently 
he opened his own college to 
train ministers for his Christian 
Liberty complex. On Sunday 
morning he steps to the pulpit, 
leads his f 1 o ck in a patriotic 
hymn and the Pledge of Allegi- 
ance to the flag, then quietly be- 
gins his sermon. After a few 
“Biblical perspectives on the 
news,” he quickly turns to his 
favorite targets: the United Na- 
tions, he tells the congregation, 
is a “foolish attempt at world 
government inspired by Satan,” 
American society is threatened 
by a Communist plot that is 
“well on its way to completion,” 
etc., etc. 

The Lord Jesus tells us, “My 
Kingdom is not of this world,” 
JOHN l&36. He has also given 
the command to the workers in 
His Kingdom: “Go j.je into all 
the world, and preach the Gospel 
to every creature,” MARK 1695. 
How careful the workers must 
be lest they allow themselves to 
become entangled with the af- 
fairs of this life (PI TIMOTHY 2 : 
4) and thereby lose the true pur- 
pose of Christ’s Kingdom-the 
salvation of men’s SOULS. 

-M.L.N. 
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