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Unthankfulness is a sin which has plagued man ever since the
Fall of ow first parents, Adam and Eve, in the Garden of Eden.
The Holy Scriptures give many striking illustrations to substantiate this truth. VC’hen the children of Israel, under the l.eadership
of Moses, were brought up out of Egypt their hea.rts were filled
with fear as they beheld the army of Pharaoh rapidly approaching.
Instead of being thankful that God had thus far delivered them
and confidently trusting that He would again do so, they were untihankful and murmured against Him, saying to Moses: “It had
been better fw us to serve the Egyptiuns, thafl, that we sho2&! die
in the ~zoildern.ess,” Exodus 14: 12. Later, after God had so marve-

lously delivered them, they were guilty of being unthankful with
the Lord’s guidance and direction. We hear their unthankfulness at
Marah (Exodus 15: 23ff) ; then, again when they felt that they
were not receiving sufficient food (Exodus 16 2%) ; and, again at
Rephidim when there was no water for the people to drink (Exodus 17: lff).
We see such unthankfulness manifested in the case of the ten
lepers whom Jesus healed. Although the Savior healed all ten of
them, only one returned to thank Him for having been healed of
this hideous disease, and he was a Samaritan (Luke 17: 17).
Today, the sin of unthankfulness is just as Common and prevalent as ever! This is very graphically illustrated by one of the
leading physicians of our day who claims that 50 per cent of all the
people going to see doctors today are ill with a psychosomatic illness, that is, the illness they have has its origin in the mind! Instead of being thankful for all the wonderful things that the Lord
has given them, such individuals allow cares, difficulties,
and
troubles to ma.ke them dissatisfied and unthankful.
This prominent physi&n
illustrates this in the following
story: “I drove past a friend’s farm one summer day and I thought.
to myself, ‘Those oats ought to make Sa,m happy.’ So I drove in and

I said, ‘Sam, that’s a wonderful field of oats,’ and Sam said, ‘Yes,
but the wind will blow it down before I get it cut.’ He got it cut
all right, he got it threshed, and he got a good price for it. Well, I
saw him one day and I said, ‘Sam, how did the oats turn out?’
And he said, ‘Oh, it was a good crop, and I guess the price was all
right, :but you know a crop like that sure takes a lot out. of the
soil.’ ”
Are we really thankful? We are- if our hearts know the
love of God! “Hereby ~“rceive toe the love of God,” writes the
Apostle John (I John 3: 16). Now that love of God has not merely
been revealed in our creation and preservation, but above all, in
our redemption. The Apostle continues the above cited verse by
stating, “Eecause He laid down His life for us,” Jesus, the innocent
Lamb of God, fulfilled the law perfectly in our stead, suffered
the punishment of our sins, and shed His holy blood on the cross
for our salvation. What boundless, undeserving love! For if we deserve anything from God it is eternal destruction in hell. For we
have all sinned and gone astray and the wages of sin is death.
To know the love of God is to accept and believe it, to rejoice
and take comfort in it. To be truly thankful, means that this love
of God has taken hold of our hearts and that wit-h joyful hearts
we thank and praise Him not only for the temporal blessings, but,
above all, for the great spiritual blessings which He has bestowed
upon us in Christ Jesus !
To be sure, we Christians, because of our sinful flesh, are
tempted to yield to the sin of unthankfulness. How often we take
the blessings from God’s hand for granted ! That precious Word of
Life w:hich we are privileged to hear in our congregations -how
often is it really appreciated?
Dr. Luther describes this unthankfulness on the part of the
Christians in the followi.ng words: “When we hear that Christ has
redeemed us with his blood, we are moved precisely as much as a
dunce is moved when he hears that a hen has laid an egg. What
kind of marvel is this? - says he; indeed that happens every day.
There is also no joy, comfort, thanks, or wonderment when people
hear of Christ’s suffering. Oh, that is nothing new! Who does not
know that? I have known it well for a long time. And so the dear
Christ with His precious blood and His immeasurable works of
wonder must be considered a trifling matter . . . In a word, in
eternity we shall not be able to marvel enough at the work of
Christ and to study it sufficiently ; but here we sticks and stones
pay precisely as much attention to it when we hear about it 8s we
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do to the falling of a rotten apple from a tree.”
Says, Volume III, page 1416).

(What Luther

Let us not allow the sin of unthankfulness to gain control
over us ; instead, let us find our joy and delight in the Giver of all
good gifts and seek daily to praise Him for His boundless love in
Christ Jesus, our only Savior! Where the heart contemplates the
blessings of God, there is no fertile soil for the sin of unthankfulness to take root!
-M. L. N

less the Lord, 0 my soul:
a.nd .a11 that is withira me,
bless His holy name.
Bless th,e Lord, 0 my soul, and
forget not all His benefits:
Who f orgiveth a.11thine iniquities;
who hea.leth all thy diseases;

Who redeemeth thy life from destrue tion;
Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies;
satisfieth thy mouth with
good things; so that thy youth
is renewed like the eagle’s,

Who

-PSALM

103: l-5.

The Qhief YlRachin~ @
of the J3ible
l

l

THE CHIEF DOCTRINE of the

Bible and therefore of the true
Christian Church is t,his that
we, lost and corrupt sinners, are
justified before God by grace,
for Christ’s sake, through faith.

l

into the fires of eternal condemnation: “God was in Christ, re.
conciling the world unto Hi.mself, not imputing their tqxspa,sses unto them.” II COR~NTHTAN~
5: 19.

BY BIRTH, by nature, sin cor-

GOD THE SON, Jesus Christ,

rupts us all: “Behold, I was sha-

true God and true man, became
our Brother in the flesh in order
to be our Savior. He fulfilled the
holy Law of God (the Ten Commandments, which none of us
can keep as God demands, making us all guilty in His sight)
for us sinners as our Substitute,
and He suffered the punishment
for our sins and transgressions
in our stead (by His death on the
cross. Therefore God was able
to declare the whole world of
sinners fully justified in His
sight without the deeds of the
Law and a part from any socalled infused grace: “He hath

pen in iniquity;
and in sin did
my mother conceive me.” PSALM
51: 5;. “Death passed upon all
men, for that all have s,inned?
ROMANS 5: 12 ; “We are all as an
unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”
ISAIAH 64: 6. On account of our

sins, therefore, God’s wrath lies
upon us all: “For the wrath of
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold
the truth in unrighteousness.”
ROMANS 1: 18; “Then shall He
say unto them on the left hand,
Depart from Me, ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, psrepared for
the #devil and his angels.. . And
these shall go away into everIns ting punishment.” MATTHEW
25: 41,46.

made. Him, who knew no sin,, to
be sin for us, that we might be
made the righteousness of God
in Him.” II CORINTHIANS 5 ~21;
“There is no difference: for all
have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God; being justified
freely by His grace through the
redemption t h at is in Christ
Jesus.” ROMANS 3: 22-24.

IT WAS God’s free and unde-

served love in Christ for us sinners whic;h alone is responsible
for making it possible for us to
inherit heaven after death instead of being doomed to be cast

sal:iation
has already been fully won and
THIS
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SHOWS that

earned for all of us sinners by
God’s Son, Jesus Christ, on account of God’s free and undeserved love, His grace. Therefore God wants each of us, regardless of who we may be, to
be informed of this blessed truth
that we may be personally
saved: ” (God) will have all men

teaches that in himself, by his
own natural powers, man is totally unable to believe. He is absolutely powerless in his e:fforts
to prepare himself and apply
for this salvation by his own
free will, deliberation, choice:
self-decision, cooperation, nonresistance, or right conduct For
to be saved, and (to come u,nto a spiritually dead person ( EPHEthe Imowiedge of the truth. For
SIANS 2: I), who by birth, by
there is one God, and one media- nature, is a child of the devil
tor between God nnd men, the
(JOHN 8 :44), and who is an en‘man Christ Jesus.” I TIMOTHY emy of God (ROMANS 8: 7)) can2: 4-5.
not by his own reason or
NOW, HOW can you and I per- strength (I CORINTHIANS 2 94)
sonally obtain and come into believe in Jesus Christ or come
full possession of this free bless- to Him (JOHN 6:44). This is at
ing of salvation? This is the an- once the predicament and calamswer: “For God so loved the ity of us all, as the Scriptures
world, that He gave His on$g clearly show.
IN THE second place, he should
begotten Son, &at whosoeve;believeth in Him should not pey- know that Scripture teaches
ish, but h,ave everlasting life.”
that it is God alone who brings
We, accordingly,
a person to the true saving faith
JOHN 3: 16.
come into personal possession of by conversion and regeneration,
this salvation alone by faith in making the unwilling men willJesus Christ, by repenting of ing ones, turning them from unour sins and believing that He belief to faith in Christ. This
is, indeed, our only hope and sal- miracle of grace God performs
vation from the power of sin, on l,ost sinners through His
Word, the Bible, by His Spirit:
Satan, death, and hell. Through
this faith in Him alone we ob- “Turn Thou me, and I shall be
tain forgiveness of sins, the new turned; for Thou art the Lord
life of the Spirit, and the sure my God.” JEREMIAH 31: 18 ; YVo
hope and inheritance of heaven. man can say that Jesus is the
“Repent ye therefore, and be
converted? that your s.ins nza’y be
blotted out.” ACTS 3: 19

Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.”
I CORINTHIANS 12: 3 ; “Fait&
cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the Word of God.” ROMANS
PO:17; “Being born again, not
of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God,

WHOEVER would personally
receive that salvation by faith
in Jesus should also know, in
the first place, that Scripture
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which liveth and abideth forever.” I PETER 1: 23.

ACCORDINGLY, tlzrough
the
proclamation of His Word God
convicts a person of his sin,
fills his soul with fright and
sorrow over his sins, and instills
in him, through the gift of His
Spirit, the longing desire to be
saved by Jesus Christ, thus converting him and causing him to
be sure that God is gracious and
has forgiven him for Jesus’ sake.
This priceless gift of faith fills
the person with a new sense of
peace, joy, and contentment of
soul, making life meaningful for
the first time. Having thus become a changed person, who has
been sanctified and is ruled by
God’s indwelling Spirit, he now
is able to hate sin, love God and
His Word above all things, love
his neighbor as himself, and COoperate with God by obeying His
Word in his further sanctification, which is proof that his
faith is genuine: “For by grace

MARK 16: 16. Most people reject
it; even most cal.led Christians
reject it because they eventually
backslide : “Many are called,
but few are chosen.” MATTHEW
2294. “For wide is the gate,
and broad is th,e way, that leadeth to destruction, and many
there be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate, anid narrow is the way, which kadeth
un,to life, and few there be that
find it." MATTHEW 7: 13-14. The

reason why men are thus lost
is due to the fact that while converting grace comes alone from
God’s almighty power, man can
still prevent his conversion or
lose his faith by his own fault:
“ Ye would not,” declared Jesus,
MATTHEW 23:37: “Ye do always
resist the Holy Ghost,” was the
charge which Stephen directed
against his wicked accusers, --ACTS 7:51.
THIS, THEN, IS the chief dottrine of the Bible, namely : that
a person is justified by God’s
are ye saved through faith; and
grace alone, for Christ’s sake,
that not of yourselves: it is the through faith. It truly distingift of God: not of works, lest guishes the Christian religion
any man should boast. For we from all false religions, all of
are His workmanship,
created which teach salvation by works
in Christ Jesus unto good works,
(ACTS 10:43; 4:12; GALATIANS
which God bath before ordained
5: 4-5). It gives enduring comthat we should walk in them.”
fort to penitent sinners (ACTS
EPHESIANS 2 :8-10.
16:30-31,34; MATTHEW 91.2; RoONLY THOSE who do not be- MANS 5 and 8). And it gives all
lieve or who reject this free and glory to God ( EPHESIANS 1:3gracious salvation will be re- 19; PHILIPPIANS 293; REVELAjected by God: “He that be- TION 1: 5-6).
GOD'Sgracious, converting call
lieveth not shall be damned.”
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to each of us sinners is:
of Christ is the power of God
"AWAKE THOU THAT SLEEPEST unto salvation to every one that
AND ARISE,FROMTHE DEAD, AND believes it, (ROMANS 1: 16)!
CHRIST SHALL GIVE THEE LIGHT"
(EPHESIANS 5 :14). This Gospel
-El. Ii. M.

1~70 CONVENTION

PASTORS, DELEGATES, and VNTORS

PASTORS and DELEGATES

The lY?O Convention of our beloved Conference has come and
gone! How quickly and inevitably the tides of time flow! What
great preparations in all our congregations, and especially at Peace
congregation, were made in order to make this convention a success, a truly edifying and stimulating convention, under the blessings of the Lord! By His grace this also was accomplished, as the
Digest in our last issue shows. For this we raise grateful hearts to
God for His unmerited lovingkindness, in Christ, His Son, our
Savior !
As we now continue to go forward in the work of our blessed
Lord, may the new or renewed assignments which He has graciously given each of us Conference members fill us with a keen awareness of His goodness. May each of us have a most grateful heart
heart for the privilege of the wholesome chahenge to bend our consecrated energies for the further work ahead in His wonderful
vineyard, and with thankful acceptance also of our increased stewardship responsibilities to Him and His Chu,rch! May we all continue with ever greater dedication to look to Jesus alone for the
strength and guidance needed to carry them out according to His
good and gracious will and Word ! “I am the Vine, ye are the brunches. He that a.bideth 6.~Me and I in him, the Same bringeth forth
much fruit: for ,without Me ye can do nothing. . . . Ye have not
chosen Me, but I have chosen you, land ordained you, that ye should
go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain. , . .
Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye
be My disciples. . . . These things have I spoken unto you, that
My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be ful,l!” JOHN 15: 5,8, 11,16.

When we departed from the Convention on that bright and
sunny morning, we raised our hearts-Mrs.
Mehlberg and I-to the
Lord in thanksgiving for the many past blessings, and we earnestly besought Him to grant us presently needed as well as future
blessings. For, besides the long trip home still. before us, there yet
remained to be discharged important visitat,ion responsibilities
45

which St. Paul’s congregation had requested of its Pastor before
his return.
During the Pastor’s ministry in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the
Lord Jesus had led him to seek out and find a number of our less
fortunate fellow men who under the corrupting influence of Satan’s
vicious and merciless tyranny had gone astray, #having been convicted of crimes and placed int.0 the state’s pen al institutions.
These men by our ministry had learned to know their sins and
their only Savior from sin. When Christ Lutheran Church disbanded they therefore expressed the desire to receive continued instruction, strength, and guidance from God’s pure Word if possible.
For that reason St. Paul’s congregation lovingly undertook the continuation of this ministry as best it could by sending these men the
weekly sermon and providing them with the Pastor’s personal carrespondence and possible visitation, as the Lord might grant the
grace.
Such a visitation the Lord had now made possible. These
visits brought us to various Wisconsin institutions, including Fox
Lake, Union Grove, Waupun, Winnebago, and Green Bay. The prison authorities were most friendly and co-operative. The men were
all. well, made themselves available, and expressed themselves as
being very much appreciative of each visit. For all of which we
praised the Lord !
The souls of these men are certainly as precious in His sight
as our own ! They also have the promise of God’s blessings here and
eternal life herea.fter if they repentantly hold fast by faith to Jesus,
their only Savior! For He solemnl,y decla.res for our earnest warning and for their kindly encouragement: “And I say unto you, That
,many shall come from) the east and west, an.d shall sit down <with
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the
children of the kingdom sha.ll be cast out into outer dartiess: there
shall be weeping an’d gnashing of teeth,” MATTHEW 8: U-12. On

another occasion Jesus spoke these very similar, soul-searching
words concerning those of His own people who had the truth but
in shameful ingratitude neglected and final,ly rejected it: “Verily
I say unto you, That the publicans ,and.the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you,” MATTHEW 21:32.

This visitation experience left us very much humbled, but
it also provided us with a refreshing and encouraging outlook on
life. God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given us all, beloved Conference brethren, innumerable blessings as beloved and
favored children of His kingdom! Should not these bl,essings of
God’s unmerited grace spur us on with ever greater zeal at home
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and abroad to seek the lost and straying - regardless of who they
may be or where they may be found - a.nd bring them into Christ’s
saving kingdom, and serve IIis Church with ever greater dedication, faithfulness, and joyful willingness! “Or .despiseth thou the
riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering;
not
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”
ROMANS 2:4.

These sober reflections, under the Lord’s blessings, al’s0 helped
us to appreciate much -more the return trip home which took us
through the choice marvels of ?Iis creation! We encountered them
in the desolate but ma j est ic beauty of the Bad Lands ; in the
grandeur of the breathtaking heights and depths of the Big Horns;
in the delightful l~oveliness of mountain, river, lake, and awesome,
ominous, restless, geyser action, all finished off by the dazzling
splendor of gushing “Old Faithful,” in Yellowstone National Park;
in the ever-present majesty of the inspiring snow-capped mountains, the al.most endless and pungent sagebrush, the grassy meadows, lovely forests, sparkling streams, and fruitful. fields ; and,
finally, in the refreshing and beautiful region of the Oregon coast
and “Home, Sweet Home” in Coos Ba.y, the inviting site also, the
Lord willing, of our 1971 Conference Convention!
Indeed, “The heavens declare the glor’y of God; and the firmament she,weth His handiwork!”
PSALM 19: 1. May His help direct
us all heartily to confess : “The Judgments of th.e Lord are true
and righteous altogether. &lore to be desired are
yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey
comb, Moreover by them is thy servant warned:
of them there is great reward!”
PSALM 19:ll.

we all by a living faith in Jesus repentantly

they than gold,
and the honeyand in keeping

Therefore may
and confidently pray:

“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be
acceptable in Thy sight, 0 Lord, my Strength and my Redeemer!”
PSALM 19: 14. Yes, to that end, ‘7 will lift up mine eyes unto
the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the
Lord which made heaven and earth. . . . The Lord is thy keeper,
. . . The Lord sha.11preserve thee from all evil: He sh.all preserve
thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in
from this time forth, and even for evermore!” PSALM 121.

As we look ahead, therefore, as a conference of congregations,
let us in that spirit go forward, working and praying, also for
each other, with gratitude to God, our heavenly Father, who
“giveth us th,e victory through our L.ord Jesus Christ !" I CQRINTHIANS 15: 17.

-E.
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L. Mehlberg,

president

Keport On The Seminary
”
The opening of our Seminary for its second year of operation
was observed in the regular Sunday service of Peace Ev. Luthera.n
Church, Tinley Park, Ill., on September 27,1970. Pastor H.D. &fensing delivered the sermon on Mark 12 :28-37, and Pastor 0.W.
Schaefer served as liturgist. A special announcement was made during the service, giving the names of the students and other p&inent facts regarding Seminary instruction. Then followed a special
prayer, commending faculty and student body to the gracious care
of the Lord and beseeching Him to bestow His blessing on their
labors and to crown all prayers, work, and gifts for our dear Seminary with His divine benediction.
Actual classroom teaching began on Monday, September 28.
One full-time student is enrolled: Mr. James Luedtke of Seattle,
Wash. There are three part-time students: Mr. Glen Frerichs
of Sauk Village, Ill. ; Mr. David T. Mensing of Tinley Park; and
Mr. Randall Styx of Tinley Park. Eighteen hours of instruction
are given each week. Prof. Schafer teatihes the following subjects:
Dogmatics, 0 1d Testament Isagogics, Symbolics, Principles o f
Teaching, and Church History. Prof. Mensing teaches Homiletics,
Hermeneutics, Advanced New Testament Greek, and Greek Exegesis.
Two young men from Peace congregation: Joseph Ludvigs’on
and George Thompson Jr., have pre-enrolled in the Seminary and
at present are taking courses in Catechism and Bible History under
Prof. Schaefer for two hours each week, preparatory to their actual
entrance in our Seminary in the fall of 1972. Their deep interest
in the ministry and their decision to pre-enroll, are of great encouragement and assure us of a student body for several years to
come. May God move the hearts of other young men of our various
congregations to give prayerful consideration to this important
work in His kingdom!
We take this opportunity t,o express our sincere thanks to Mr.
George Thompson Jr. of Peace Congregation for his most generous
gift to our Seminary
library of a complete
set of Lenski’s
Commentary on the New Testament. ‘l%ese twelve volumes are a
welcome addition. Should any Conference member desire to make
other book gifts to our Seminary, kindly contact the undersigned
for further information as to the library’s need.
Your professors also desire to express their appreciation to the

Conference congregations for the salary increase recently authorized by the convention and subsequent referendum. This liberal
support of our work in the light of Scripture is herewith gratefully acknowledged.
In the name of the Lord Jesus and with a prayer for His guidance we have embarked upon our labors in the Seminary. May
each member of our beloved Conference continue to pray fervently
for divine blessings upon all teaching and learning, and support
this venture generously to the glory of God’s name and the welfare
of His Kingdom!
-0. w. s.

Church Dedicatlorr
On November 1, 19’70, St. John’s Lutheran Church was privileged to dedicate to the glory of God its new church building. The
guest speaker for the morning service was the Rev. P. R. Bloedel,
pastor of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Seattle, Washington. The
guest liturgist was the Rev. E. L. Mehlberg, pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Coos Bay, Oregon. Pastor Bl’oedel, based his sermon on the First Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, “Hallowed Be Thy
Name.” He pointed out how God’s Name was desecrated by the
Roman Papacy; how the honor of God’s Name was restored by L.uther, and then how the honor of God’s Name is iinvolved in the
dedication of this new church building in Lebanon, Oregon.
This was the climax in a series of building projects over the
years for the members of St. John’s Lutheran Church. On April
12, 1953, the congregation dedicated the chapel-parsonage which
the members built. The two front rooms served as the chapel, while
the rest of the building was used as living quarters for the pastor
and his family.
On May 31, 1959, the 1st section of the future church building
was dedicated which would temporarily serve for both the divine
services and Sunday School classes.
On October IO, 1965, the congregation was able, by the grace
of God, to dedicate the second section of the church building-a
new Church Study. This 12’x16’ room doubled also as a Sunday
School room.
Actual construction on this third section, the church proper,

was begun the latter part of July, the major portion being contracted. This new section is 52’ long and 26’ wide. Oak pews have
been ordered but due to difficulties in obtaining the upholstering
fabric, they will not be installed until sometime in December. As
God grants us His grace, we shall continue to make ad,ditions to
enhance the attractiveness and beauty of this building which we
have dedicated to the God of our salvation.
In the afternoon members, friends and visitors, attended the
first wedding in the new building. The Rev. P. R. Blcedel and Miss
Lucille Wikre were united in marriage by the undersigned. The
Rev. E. L. Mehlberg was best man and Miss Sherilyn Blcedel was
the maid of honor.
.A beautiful sunny day, a lovely wedding, an inspiring dedication service, and a delicious meal served by the ladies of St. John’s
all helped to .make the Day such a memorable occasion, “Not unto
US, 0 Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy blame give glory, for Thg
mercy, and’for Thy Truth’s sake!” (PSALM 115: 1).
-M. L. Natterer, pastor
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Lebanon, Oregon
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