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THE EVIL OF
SINFUL SEPARATISM

The Keynote Sermon
delivered at the
59" Annual Convention of the Concordia Lutheran Conference
Lebanon, Oregon e June 25, 2010
by President David T. Mensing
| John 2:19

In the Name of Jesus Christ, our precious Redeemer, the Savior and
only Head of His Church, dearly beloved brethren and friends, grateful
hearers of His Word:

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity!” (Psalm 133:1). That is not just the private opinion of
the psalmist who penned those exhilarating words, as Bible critics
claim; for that holy writer did not put down, black on white, for our
learning, admonition, exhortation and comfort, merely his own personal
observation of “how it is’ among those who enjoy genuine God-
pleasing fellowship together. On the contrary, that exclamation came
“not by the will of man,” Peter tells us in his second epistle (1:21); “ but
holy men of God [including His psalmist] spake as they were moved by
the Holy Ghost.” Yes, beloved brethren, thisis God’'s own perfect, in-
errant, infalible, all-wise and al-knowing evaluation of the blessedness
of true Christian fellowship— regardless of what gainsayers would have
us believe who dare to contradict His Word, who complain about what
they call the “restrictive environment” of Christian fellowship, and who
destroy for themselves the “goodness’ and the “pleasantness’ that God
Himself wants all true believersto have “ in unity” with their brethren!
The “goodness’ and the “pleasantness’ do not exist, however, ssmply as
the result of being members of an outward group, as if mere
“membership” in a Christian congregation or in a conference of congre-
gations, like membership in a socia club or network, automatically
carried with it the “perk” of warmness and fuzziness to which every-
body “on the list” is entitted. Neither does the “goodness’ and
“pleasantness’ emanate from “good and pleasant” people, who imagine
that they are entitled to “feel good” about themselves and about their
relationships with others —and even about their relationship with
God— because of who THEY ARE.
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Rather, it isthe * unity” in which they “ dwell together” — *“ the unity of
the Spirit,” as St. Paul callsit in hisletter to the Ephesians, and the basis
of that unity, God's precious Word and doctrine pure, which the Lord
Himself graciously blesses with “goodness’ and “pleasantness’ “in the
bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). The Prophet Jeremiah directs us to that
blessed unity and to its source in the sixth chapter of his prophecy, say-
ing to God's people: “ Ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein;” and what will be the blessing attached to it? “...and ye
shall find rest for your souls’ (v. 16). That same blessed unity is de-
scribed by the Apostle Paul in words which scoffers have characterized
as “the pipedream of the Holy Ghost,” —“unattainable in this life,” they
say, namely: “ .. that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you, but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 1:10). To be sure, in
such unity is not the result of perfect sanctification on the part of believ-
ers (which sanctification will reach perfection only in heaven), but it IS
the result of the perfect norm and standard of Christian unity and of the
Spirit's perfect work in our hearts through the perfect means of His
grace. Therefore, the Lord Jesus Himself declares: “ If ye continue in My
Word, then are ye My disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth; and
the truth shall make you free’ (John 8:31-32), free from disunity, free
from divisions, free from the spiritua quicksand of rationalism, subjec-
tivism, and emotionalism which many who call themselves “Chrigtians’
set up asthe judge and arbiter of spiritua “ truth” !

Now one would think that, having been singularly blessed by the Lord of
the Church, according to the riches of His grace, with “the unity of the
Spirit” in His precious Word and doctrine pure for now almost sixty
years in our beloved Conference, al of our people would not only grate-
fully recognize it, but aso value, cherish and desire to “ keep [it] in the
bond of peacel” Sadly, however, “[our] adversary, the devil,” taking
full advantage of our sinful flesh, “in which dwelleth no good
thing” (Romans 7:18) has devised a vicious pitfall, whereby he seeks
unceasingly to undermine and to destroy if possible even our precious
unity, namely,

The Evil of Sinful Separatism.

On the basis of the text before us, let us explore and learn for our own
warning and admonition: 1. What “separatism” is; Il. Why it is
“sinful;” I'11. How it can be avoided; and | V. What benefit God Himself
intends for usto reap from the “sinful separatism” of former brethren.
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It should come as no surprise to us, my dear hearers, that we have been
charged —falsely, of course— with “creating” SINFUL SEPARATISM as
a “ commandment of men” (Matthew 15:9) intended to control, to co-
erce, and literally to imprison our people in our churches, making them
fearful of leaving them, lest the penalty of “sin” be attached to them,
and that therefore we are motivating membership in the Christian con-
gregation by the Law. Nothing could be further from the truth, as we
shall presently see.

There is, of course, a separation that is MANDATED by God's Word,
namely, separation from those who “[keep on causing] divisions and
offenses contrary to the doctrine which [we] have learned” from Holy
Scripture (Romans 16:17); the “ [regjection]” of heretics, that is, of persis-
tent false teachers, “ after the first and second admonition[s]” fail in ef-
forts to gain them (Titus 3:10); and “ conm[ing] out from among and be
[ing] separate” from “unbelievers’ (I Corinthians 6:17), that is, from
al those who espouse, preach, practice and tolerate doctrine which is
contrary to “the faith which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude
3), contrary to “ the doctrine which is according to Godliness’ (I Timo-
thy 6:3). “ From such withdraw thyself,” Paul writesto Timothy (v. 5b).

But there is NO command, admonition, exhortation or even suggestion
that Chrigtians should avoid, withdraw from, reject, or be separate from
those whose profession, preaching, and practice are in full accord with
Holy Scripture! The word “serPARATISM” (like other words we commonly
use which are not themsalves found in Scripture but connote a Scriptura
truth or position — words like “Sacrament,” “Trinity,” “vicarious,” and
“unionism”’) —the word “SEPARATISM” indicates leaving or standing
aside from those whose position is orthodox, truly Scriptural, and Bibli-
caly unassailable, those to whom we should adherein afellowship of true
unity, as we use the doctrine of the church properly (Cat. Q/A. 186B).

This descriptive text is not merely of historical interest, as some claim, as
if the apostle is speaking only of the “ antichrists’ (v. 18) of his day and
their separatism from him and the early Christians in Asia Minor (as the
immediate context might suggest); but he references them for our learn-
ing and admonition astypical in thisregard of all such as at any time left
the fellowship of the truth without Scriptural cause. “ They went out
from us,” he says, just as Demas forsook the Apostle Paul (Il Timothy
4:10), and as “ many” erstwhile disciples forsook the Lord Jesus Himsel f
in John chapter six. And since John includes himsdlf in the word “ us,”
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the “ us’ quite obviously means those who, together with him, held fast
to the truth of God's Word in doctrine and practice (I John 1:3) — and,
by legitimate extension, all those who at any time “ continued steadfastly
in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship” (Acts 2:42) and yet were sud-
denly, often without warning, deserted by those whom they all along had
regarded as their faithful and committed brethren and had trusted to stay
the course of sound doctrine.

And why is such “SEPARATISM” SINFUL? John saysin our text: “ They
were not of us.” They were not in “ the unity of the Spirit” with those
whom they had previously recognized and openly confessed as true
brethren. Perhaps they had never truly been “ of [them],” and their con-
fession (however long it lasted) was a hypocritical pretense and a bla-
tant lie, OR they suddenly decided, deliberatdly, to disavow the truth of
God’'s Word, which many of them, like Timothy, had known since
childhood (Il Timothy 3:15), to leave their orthodox fellowship, and
either to “go it alone” OR to join a heterodox fellowship in which they
would be “free” of the “ sound doctrine” that they could no longer tol-
erate (Il Timothy 4:3). In either case, whether their separatism resulted
from an erring conscience or from a deliberate denia of the TRUTH for
purely carnal reasons, the SIN isevident as a violation of God’s Word.

Jesus tells us: “If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My disciples
indeed; and ye shall know the TRUTH, and the truth shall make you
free” (John 8:31-32), free from soul-destroying error, free from the
doubts and misgivings that Satan, the father of lies (John 8:44), cun-
ningly plants in the minds of those who have no spiritual anchor for
their souls, free from the lure of “easier religion” elsewhere. It is the
“TRUTH,” to the knowledge of which it is God’s primary will that all
men come for eternal salvation (I Timothy 2:4), for the knowledge and
conviction of their sins from God’'s Law in its fierceness and, from the
Gospel, for the good news of their redemption by Christ Jesus and of
their reconciliation to God by the perfect vicarious satisfaction of di-
vine justice in Jesus active and passive obedience. Continuance in
Christ’s saving Word of truth is therefore not an option for Christians;
it isnot merely an ideal to strive after; and it is not “a pipedream of the
Holy Spirit” that “ [we] all speak the same thing...that there be no di-
visions among [us], but that [we] be perfectly joined together in the
same mind and in the same judgment” on the basis of the only source
and standard of spiritual truth, the only foundation of faith, and the
only legitimate basis of true Christian unity.
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Moreover, “SEPARATISM” iS SINFUL because it militates against a whole
host of still other passages of Holy Writ. Jesus said: “ He that is not with
Meis against Me; and he that gathereth not with Me scattereth” (Luke
11:23). We areto “ hold fast the profession of our faith without waver-
ing” (Hebrews 10:23), “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves to-
gether as the manner of some is’ (v. 25). Indeed, Scripture likens
“SEPARATISM” to spiritual adultery —those purporting to be Christ’s
bride “ dleeping with the enemy”— or to spiritual malicious desertion, in
which one who pledged fidelity to the other “ even unto death” simply
walks out of the relationship for no Godly cause, intending not to come
back. Such separatists walk out on the heavenly Bridegroom and “ the
household of faith” and “ go a whoring after other gods’ (Judges 2:17)
—the gods of indifferentism, accommodationism, ecumenism, and mate-
rialism —committing idolatry for the sake of temporal peace, tranquility
and unity in the family, among worldly friends, among those who are
“not of us” Unity in the “family” trumps al of those, say the separa-
tists, since “everybody knows’ that “blood is thicker than water;” and the
“separatist” values unity between spouses, parents and children MORE
than unity with Christ, with His Word, and with His “family,” that is, His
true disciples (Matthew 12:49-50). —AnNd “separatists’ aso walk out
on and keep themselves and their children from the ministration of the
true Means of Grace, whereby the Holy Spirit not only creates faith in
the unconverted but strengthens and preserves faith in those who are al-
ready God’'s children by faith in Jesus (Galatians 3:26; | Peter 1:5; Ro-
mans 1:16). How self-destructiveisthat?

And, make no mistake about it, my dear hearers, for those who
“willfully” commit this sin contrary to better knowledge, “ after that
[they] have received the knowledge of the truth,” after having not only
learned the truth of God’s Word but having been convinced of it and
having embraced it in their hearts, “ there remaineth no more sacrifice
for sins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and of fiery indig-
nation which shall devour the adversaries!” (Hebrews 10:26-27). They
place their souls in imminent danger not only of error and of being led
away from the saving truth, but in jeopardy of damnation because
they trod underfoot their own Savior and despised His precious blood
which had paid for all their sins (Hebrews 10:29)!

Just how can SINFUL SEPARATISM be avoided? We read in our text
about the separatists who deserted the fellowship of the truth in John’s
day: “ If they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with
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us.” Why would the apostle have expected that outcome? Why indeed
did the Holy Ghost inspire those very words for our learning and ad-
monition? Simply because, as Jesus Himsalf points out in John chapter
ten, His true sheep hear His voice and follow Him (v. 27). They
“continue in [Hig Word” (John 8:31) as their only source and standard of
spiritud truth. And in Matthew 7:24, Jesus says. “ Whosoever heareth
these sayings of mine, and doeth them, | will liken him unto a wise man,
which built his house upon a rock.” Our confidence in God's good and
graciouswill for us and in Hisinerrant revelation of that will to usand to all
mankind is never misplaced when we are “ built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets’ —the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments—
“ Jesus Christ Himsdlf being the Chief Cornerstone” (Ephesians 2:20). Itis
rock solid and defies erosion Matthew 7:25)!

And since“ it is God which worketh in [us] both to will and to do of His
good pleasure” (Philippians 2:13) in and through the means of His
Word, we can be assured of being and remaining members of His
Church by faith in Jesus as our Savior when we continue in His Word,;
and being mativated and constrained by His love (11 Corinthians 5:14)
— the love according to which He took our place under the Law,
earned righteousness to cover our unrighteousness, and suffered and
died to pay the penalty of our guilt — we will cheerfully and diligently
adhere (that is, stick to) to an orthodox local church and fellowship
which has, teaches, professes, and practices His Word in its truth and
purity and administers His holy sacraments according to His divine in-
dtitution. If we are truly “ of them,” we will “ no doubt continue with”
those who, by God's grace and with His help, “ continue steadfastly in
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,” as did the early Christians in
Jerusalem (Acts 2:42). And when Satan tempts us, as he has tempted
and continues to tempt so many others, to SINFUL SEPARATISM — tO
leaving our orthodox churches and fellowship contrary to God's Word
— and when our precious Savior asks us, as He asked His true disci-
ples in John chapter six, “ Will ye also go away??” (v. 67), we shall
boldly declare, asit is written of them: “‘Lord, to whom shall we go??
Thou hast the words of eternal life' (v. 68). Indeed, ‘we have no inten-
tion of yielding aught of the eternal, immutable truth of God for the
sake of temporal peace, tranquility or unity!” (Formula of Concord,
Thorough Declaration XI, 95, Triglotta, p. 1095). So help us God!”

AV

And yet, when, in our various congregations, we even casualy examine
the church record books to see why, after ailmost sixty years, some of our
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flocks are in their net size —according to raw numbers— not much lar-
ger now than they were then, and may be even smaller than when they
were founded, the devastating results of Satan’s vicious ploy are shock-
ing! The evil of SINFUL SEPARATISM indeed took its toll; and we find,
much to our dismay and discouragement, that “ [ many] went out from us,
but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt
have continued with us.” But “ the Lord knoweth them that are His” (Il
Timothy 2:19), the Scripture assures us; and our precious Savior exhorts
us: “ Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32). For what benefit then does God per -
mit us to suffer these reverses as the result of SINFUL SEPARATISM?
John addresses that question yet in our text, saying: “ They went out, that
they might be made manifest that they were not all of us” We havethe
comfort of knowing who they are, so that we are now no longer plagued
by their infidelity, by their cavil and partisan complaining, by their gain-
saying contrary to God's Word, by their divisiveness in the congregation,
and by their efforts to “deceive us and seduce us into misbelief, despair,
and other great shame and vice!” (Luther, Sixth Petition). Thus the Lord
gracioudly turns even this seeming misfortune among us, this grievous
sin of former and unfaithful brethren, into good for us according to His
promise in Romans 8 verse 28!

My dearly-beloved brethren, knowing as we do from the Scriptures that
it is our adversary, the devil, the liar and the father of lies, who is the
author of all disunity, “let us hold fast the profession of our faith with-
out wavering, for He is faithful that promised” (Hebrews 10:23) that
the very gates of hell shall not prevail against His Church (Matthew
16:18). Let us resist Satan steadfast in the faith (I Peter 5:9), that he
may flee from us (James 4:7) whose faith rests solidly upon the founda-
tion of the apostles and prophets! Let us cling in childlike confidence
to the merits of our precious Redeemer, for whose sake our sins have
been forgiven from the foundation of the world and in whom we have
been begotten unto a living hope or expectation of life everlasting in
heaven as the gift of His free grace (I Peter 1:3-4)! And may He,
through His powerful, efficacious and never-failing Word strengthen
and preserve us steadfast in His Word and faith unto our end. For this
is His gracious and good will! Amen.

Soli Deo glorial
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AVhen do we use the doctrine of the Church properiy?

We use the doctrine of the Church properly

...when we take heed to be and remain members of the Invisible Church
by sincere faith in the Redeemer;
Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.
Il Corinthians 13:5
If ye continue in My Word, then are ye My disciplesindeed; and ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. John 8:31-32

...when we adhere to the visible church which teaches and practices the
Word of God in al its purity;
They continued steadfastly in the Apostles doctrine. Acts 2:42

...when we do al in our power to maintain, promote, and extend this
visible church by prayer, personal service, and financia support;
They that were scattered abroad went everywhere, preaching the Word.
Acts 8:4

Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Matthew 28:19

So hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel should live
of the Gospel. | Corinthians 9:14

...when we avoid in spiritual matters all false churches and al hetero-

dox organizations and individual s as dangers to our souls.

Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing; but
inwardly they are ravening wolves. Matthew 7:15

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God,;
because many false prophets are gone out into the world. | John 4:1

Now, | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offenses
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them Romans 16:17

Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath
light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement
hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living
God, as God hath said, | will dwell in them and walk in them; and |
will be their God, and they shall be My people. Wherefore come out
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not
the unclean thing; and | will receive you and will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.
Il Corinthians 6:14-18

Can two walk together, except they be agreed? Amos 3:3

(Adapted from Exposition of Luther’s Small Catechism, St. Louis, CPH, 1943.)
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2010 Convention Digest

The 59" Annual Convention,
held a St John's Lutheran
| Church, Lebanon, Oregon, offi-
4 cially began at 9:30 am. with a
Divine Worship Service of Con-
vocation in which the local Pes-
tor, the Rev. M. L. Natterer,
served as the liturgist, and the
Conference President, the Rev.
R David T. Mensing, delivered the
keynote sermon. He chose as histext | John 2:19, taking as his theme
the motto of our convention, The Evil of Sinful Separatism, and divid-
ing it into four parts, namely, I. What “separatism” is, |I. Why it is
“sinful,” 111. How it can be avoided, and I'V. What benefit God Himself
intends for us to reap from the “sinful separatism” of former brethren.

Following the service, the opening session of the
convention was called to order by the President,
who first appointed the standard convention
committees. He then delivered his annual report
in which he referred to on-going “ambitious pro-
jects’ such as the printing of full-length books
by Scriptural Publications, the subsidy of the
Ekaterinburg congregation in Russia, and assis-
tance to the brethren in Nigeria. Additionally,
the Conference had begun the “challenging ini-
tiative’ to offer full support for two new full-
time seminary students. It was mentioned that four of the Conference
congregations exceeded their pledged amounts to the Student Aid Fund.
President Mensing then summarized some of the work that was accom-
plished over the past year—stressing particularly the work of the Com-
mittee on Missions, our Seminary, and Scriptural Publications.

After the noon meal, sessions were opened with a devotion conducted
by Pastor Paul E. Bloedel. The Chairman, Pastor Mensing, then pre-
sented three specific recommendations from the Board of Directors:
1) To ratify Board actions between conventions in authorizing the Treas-
urer to issue emergency relief funds to needy brethren: To Pastor Nimi
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Fyneface in Nigeria ($4,300.00 in August and $2,500.00 in February)
and to St. Mark’s Ev. Lutheran Church ($5,000.00 in February). 2) To
send an official letter from the President of the Conference to Professor
John F. Brug and the chairman of Northwestern Publishing House call-
ing their attention to libelous statements against our Conference in
Brug's book, WELS and Other Lutherans (second edition), demanding
that these statements be disavowed and corrected; and to have the semi-
nary students, together with their professors, write a detailed refutation
of Brug's claims that can be published on the Conference web site. 3)
To have the Conference President direct an officia letter on behalf of
the Board to Western Union at its corporate headquarters (copied to its
Compliance Department in Englewood, Colorado), asking them to ex-
plain and correct the current blockage of our Treasurer from using its
services to send money not only to Russia and Nigeria on behalf of our
Conference but even money transfers of a personal nature by the Treas-
urer, as this curtails our humanitarian work at home and abroad. The
ratification was approved, but drafts of the two recommended letters
would be submitted later in the convention for specific approval.

In the initia report of the Finance Committee, Mr. Robert G. Bloeddl,
the Conference Treasurer, presented the Financial Report for fiscal year
2009-2010. The report showed a beginning cash balance of $49,230.04
in the General Fund plus total receipts of $43,406.15, yielding total
cash available of $92,636.19. Expenditures totaled $50,483.47, leaving
an ending cash balance as of May 31, 2010 of $42,152.72. The report
also showed an increase in the Sudent Aid Fund from $56,437.98 at the
beginning of the fiscal year to an ending balance of $70,555.69 on its
closing date, May 31, 2010. Total cashin all funds as of May 31, 2010:
$112,708.41. The Treasurer then distributed the Finance Committee's
Budget Worksheet for the new fiscal year, June 1, 2010 through May
31, 2011. It showed abeginning cash balance of $42,152.72 and antici-
pated receipts (including the pledges of our congregations) of
$27,258.75, for an expected total cash available of $69,411.47 in the
General Fund. Projected budgetary expenditures totaled $60,300.00
divided among the following items, some of which anticipated the fa-
vorable action of the del egates on specific recommendations of commit-
tees. Scriptural Publications—$3,500.00; Ekaterinburg Subsidy—
$9,600.00; Ekaterinburg Facilities Rental Subsidy—$2,400.00; Nige-
rian Aid—$8,000.00; St. Mark’s Subsidy—$13,200.00; Archival Sub-
sidy—$500.00; Telephone Expense—$100.00; Convention Expense—
$1,000.00; Genera Travel Expense—$10,500.00; Seminary Instructors’
Salaries—$9,000.00; Miscellaneous Expenses—$2,500.00. In the Stu-
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dent Aid Fund, the estimated pledged income for the new year is
$18,720.00, with the student support expenses totaling $22,800.00.
[NOTE that the final General Fund budget adopted by the convention
was lower than that originally proposed.]

Pastor Robert J. Lietz, the chairman of the Committee on Missions, di-
vided his report into three main sections: 1) concerning our brethren in
Russia, 2) concerning our brethren in Nigeria, and 3) concerning our
brethren in Sauk Village, Illinois. The chairman read a letter from Pas-
tor Schurganoff in which he mentioned a) the serious bout with the flu
for which he had been hospitalized and which resulted in serious organ
complications, and b) the mechanica failure of his computer which
resulted in his sporadic contact this year. Pastor Lietz stated the com-
mittee’s desire for Pastor Schurganoff to attend the Fall Pastoral Con-
ference in Lebanon, Oregon, this year, and for Mr. Alex Popoff (a lay-
man of St. John’'s congregation who is fluent in Russian) to work as
tranglator for this meeting. Chairman Lietz then read from the “Profile
of a Subsidized Congregation” that Pastor Schurganoff completed and
returned to the committee on June 18, 2010. The chairman also men-
tioned the work that Mr. Popoff has done (and intends to continue) in
translating some instructional materials into the Russian language for
the benefit of Pastor Schurganoff and his congregation. Regarding Rus-
sia, the committee’s first recommendation requiring convention ap-
proval was that the Conference bring Pastor Schurganoff to the United
States for the 2010 Fall Pastoral Conference. (The estimated cost for
this trip is approximately $2,000.00.) The second recommendation
was to send Pastor Schurganoff $500.00 to purchase a new computer.
And the third recommendation was that the Conference maintain its
current level of subsidy for the congregation in Ekaterinburg (both for
pastora support and facility rental).

Concerning the congregations in Nigeria, Chairman Lietz reported that
emergency aid was sent from the Conference to Nigeriain August 2009
and February 2010. Pastor Fyneface's eldest son, Elishama, died on
June 16, 2010 as aresult of liver and kidney problems and was received
into the mansions of heaven by God's grace in Christ. Pastor Lietz also
noted that Scriptural Publications recently completed a prototype edi-
tion of the New Testament in Kalabari—the native language of our Ni-
gerian brethren— for their examination and eventual use. The chair-
man then read the most recent correspondence from Pastor Fyneface
summarizing the current situation in the various Nigerian congregations
and among their pastors. A great nhumber of laymen in the congrega
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tions are unemployed now; and, consequently, a financia debt has risen
among the seven pastors of the nine congregations. The Committee on
Missions recommended that the Conference send $8,000.00 to Nigeria
in order to clear this debt.

Concerning the financial struggles of St. Mark’s congregation in Sauk
Village, Illinois, Pastor Lietz summarized what had happened earlier
this year and the $5,000.00 grant of emergency aid that was approved
by the Board of Directors in February. For this new fisca year, St.
Mark’s requested a financial subsidy of $1,100.00 per month; and the
Committee on Missions recommended to the convention that the Con-
ference grant this monthly subsidy for the fiscal year 2010-2011. This
request, together with all the other recommendations of the Committee
on Missions, were adopted by the delegates in convention assembled.

Pastor Mensing, chairman of the Editorial Committee and editor of the
Concordia Lutheran, presented his report in which he highlighted the
committee’s work over the past year. The primary work of this com-
mittee is the editing of the “official organ” of our Conference, the Con-
cordia Lutheran, and of editing prior to publications any books and
tracts to be printed by Scriptural Publications. Editor Mensing ex-
pressed his gratitude for the contributions of the pastors in writing
timely and edifying articles and for the help provided by the other com-
mittee members, Pastor Lietz, the Book and Tract Editor, and Seminar-
ian Jason Mabe, the committee's lay member, in reviewing and editing
the articles submitted. He also conveyed his appreciation for the work
of the Print Shop Manager of Scriptural Publications, Mr. Phillip Mar-
tin, in the layout and printing of the Concordia Lutheran.

Pastor Lietz, the chairman of the Publishing House Board of Control,
summarized the work of Scriptural Publications in the production of
the Kalabari version of the New Testament, the bi-monthly production
of the Concordia Lutheran, the printing and distribution of the 2009
Convention Proceedings, and the transfer of the Conference website
maintenance from Mr. Lee Roller in Seattle to Mr. Martin Trusty in
Chicago, who will be hosting the site without charge to the Conference.
For this new year, Scriptural Publications plans on printing more cop-
ies of the Congtitution and Bylaws of the Concordia Lutheran Confer-
ence, reprinting the Advanced Bible History, and improving and updat-
ing the Conference website.

Mr. David J. Mensing, Business Manager of Scriptural Publications,

78



presented his report, which consisted in his detailed balance sheet sum-
marizing the finances of our Publishing House. The report showed a
beginning cash balance of $1,443.45; total receipts of $6,123.75; total
expenditures of $4,774.25; and an ending balance of $2,792.95.

The next morning, sessions began with a devotion led by Pastor David
G. Redlin. Pastor Robert J. Lietz then began his essay entitled: “ Snful
Separatism:  Satan’s Vicious Device to Destroy the Unity of the Spirit
among True Brethren.” In his brief introduction, the essayist referred
to the way that Jesus countered and overcame the temptations of the
devil in the wilderness with the Sword of the Spirit, responding with “ It
iswritten” (Matthew 4). Holding fast to “ sound doctrine” (I Timothy
1:10; Il Timothy 4:3; Titus 1:9) is crucial for pastors and laymen alike
in order to repel the attacks of Satan. It was stressed that “sound prac-
tice” must accompany “sound doctrine” if we are to be “ doers of the
Word and not hearersonly” (James 1:22). In comments from the floor,
it was mentioned that we need to be careful that we do not take for
granted any of the passages of Holy Scripture—even those precious
passages that we have heard so often. Continuing with his essay, Pastor
Lietz stressed the point of Scripture that it is the Gospel of God's grace
in Christ Jesus that moves and impels us to hold fast to His pure Word
and to be diligent in the consistent application of His Word in our lives.
In the discussion that followed, the terms “doctring’” and “practice”
were defined and elaborated upon as these are used in the context of the
congregation and the family. The essayist pointed out certain fruits of
true zeal for sound doctrine and practice—concluding the first part of
his essay with an outline of what would follow in the next four parts.

At the beginning of Part Il, Pastor Lietz defined heresies as “man-
produced nonsense which fights against the God-inspired teachings of
the Holy Scriptures’ and defined heretics as * false prophets” (Matthew
7:15; 24:11a) who, with their heresies, their lies, “deceive
many’ (24:11b). The Scriptures instruct us to “mark” and to
“avoid” (Romans 16:17) those who adhere to and promote false teach-
ings, withdrawing ourselves from them (I Timothy 6:3-5). God wants
His people to be completely united on the foundation of His Word in all
its truth and purity, “ endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). This concluded Part Il of the essay.
Parts [11-V were deferred to the afternoon session of the following day.

Following the noon meal, the afternoon session began with a devotion
conducted by Pastor Robert J. Lietz. The Vice President and Chairman
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of the Committee on Lutheran Union, Pastor Edward J. Worley, pre-
sented the committee's report, in which he set forth the constitutionally
defined purpose of the Committee on Lutheran Union. There were no
official discussions with any church bodies over the past year. And
while there was a brief exchange of e-mails between the chairman and a
Rev. William Mack, the latter objected to our condemnation of the se-
lective fellowship in which he desires to engage.

The chairman of the Committee on Theological Education, Pastor
Worley, summarized the work of the seminary students over the past
year and their successful completion of their respective interim collo-
guies before the Pastoral Conference just prior to the convention. He
also outlined the courses to be studied over the next year by the three
students, as well as the plan to join al three students together in full
time study beginning in the 2011-2012 academic year. It was noted
that a layman from St. Mark’s had been attending the first-year semi-
nary classes as an auditor, and had completed all of the course work and
written exams, but without credit. Also, as a non-matriculated student,
he had not submitted himself to the required colloquy of the pastors
over the coursework he had taken.

Next came the interest reports of the two Seminary Instructors and of
the three Seminarians. In his report, Professor Lietz exhorted usto give
thanks to the Lord for our three seminary students and for our seminary
professors. He then described the work that he and Seminarian Jason
Mabe accomplished during this past academic year in Dogmatics Il
(which focused on Christology) and Old Testament Isagogics (which
focused on the Messianic prophecies and Gospd references in the Old
Testament together with the fulfillments and parallelsin the New Testa-
ment). Professor Mensing then detailed the courses that he taught pri-
marily to the first-year students, David and Daniel Mensing, as well as
to the auditing student, Jim Bielefeldt: New Testament Greek, Dogmat-
ics |, Hermeneutics, Exegesis, Introduction to the Scriptures, New Tes-
tament Isagogics, and Ecclesiastical Latin (which course was also taken
by the second-year student, Jason Mabe). There was also Practicum
work in the local congregation that was assigned to the first-year semi-
narians. He expressed gratitude in the Lord for the sacrifices of the
Conference brethren which funded financia support for the first-year
students and thus allowed them to study full time without the distraction
of secular work.

In his interest report, Mr. Daniel P. Mensing, one of the first-year stu-
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dents, described some of his experiences during the past academic year.
He expressed gratitude to the Lord for blessing him in his studies. Dan
also spoke of some of the Practicum work that he was assigned to do,
which included the teaching of Sunday School. He is looking forward
to beginning his second year studies this fall. Mr. David J. Mensing,
the other first-year student, then gave his report. He mentioned that his
favorite courses were Dogmatics, New Testament Greek, and Exegesis.
Dave recalled the blessing that God bestowed upon his family in the
middle of the first semester—the birth of his third daughter, Zoe. He
also noted the special work that he and his fellow seminarians per-
formed — right at final exam time at the end of the first semester — in
reproving, rebuking, and exhorting those who were sinfully separating
themselves from the orthodox congregation in their midst. Dave
thanked the Conference for the generous financia support that was pro-
vided to him and his family over the past year—allowing him to study
full-time without needing to divide his attention between seminary and
secular work. Mr. Jason Mabe, the second-year student, followed with
his interest report. After briefly mentioning the sad defections from
Peace congregation hafway through the academic year, he summarized
the content of his studiesin Dogmatics |1, Old Testament Isagogics, and
Ecclesiastical Latin. He expressed his gratitude for the two full-time
students, and is looking forward to continuing his studies together with
them. He also thanked many of the brethren for assisting him over the
past year.

The convention then took up the Election of Officers and Standing
Committees. Officers. Pastor David T. Mensing was re-elected Presi-
dent; Pastor Edward J. Worley was re-elected Vice President; Pastor
Paul E. Bloeddl was re-elected Secretary; and Mr. Robert G. Bloedel
was re-elected Treasurer. The Board Members-at-Large were also re-
elected: Mr. Raymond S. Kusumi from the “far west” and Mr. Erik R.
Roe from the “middle west.” The Standing Committees elected were
as follows: Editorial Committee: The Rev. David T. Mensing, Chair-
man (Editor, The Concordia Lutheran); The Rev. Robert J. Lietz (Book
and Tract Editor); Mr. Jason A. Mabe, Lay Member. Committee on
Lutheran Union: The Rev. Edward J. Worley, Chairman; The Rev.
Paul E. Bloedel; The Rev. Robert J. Lietz; Mr. Danid Bloedel. Com-
mittee on Theological Education: The Rev. Edward J. Worley, Chair-
man; The Rev. Paul E. Bloedel; Mr. John F. Swanson; Mr. Mark J.
Mensing. Committee on Missions. The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Chair-
man; The Rev. David G. Redlin; Mr. Alex Popoff; Mr. Dale Ellis; Mr.
Michad J. Danyluk. Finance Committee: Mr. Robert G. Bloedd,
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Chairman; Mr. Paul Natterer; Mr. Phillip R. Martin; Mr. Erik R. Roe.
Publishing House Board of Control: The Rev. Robert J. Lietz, Chair-
man; Mr. David J. Mensing, Business Manager; Mr. Phillip R. Martin,
Print Shop Manager.

On Sunday morning, the local pastor, the Rev. M. L. Natterer, served as
liturgist for the Sunday worship service, while Pastor Edward J. Worley
of Seattle, Washington, preached the sermon based on John 6:60-69.
His theme was: “ Will You Also Go Away?" divided into four parts. 1.
The sinful flesh caused many disciples of Christ to take offense at what
the Savior was teaching them; 11. To be and remain a true disciple of
Chrigt is entirely the result of God's gracious work through His Word;
I11. When many disciples defected and sinfully separated themselves
from Christ and His Word, Christ asked, “Will You Also Go Away?’;
and V. By God's grace alone may you respond to the Savior’'s probing
guestion as Peter did.

Following the noon meal, the afternoon session began with a devotion
conducted by Pastor M. L. Natterer. The convention then heard the
remainder of the essay: “ Sinful Separatism: Satan’s Vicious Device to
Destroy the Unity of the Spirit among True Brethren” by Pastor Robert
J. Lietz, continuing with Parts I1I-V. The title of Part Il was: “What
sinful separatism is, and why it is so vital to warn against and reject it,
especially in these latter days!” In this section, the essayist stressed that
those who sinfully separate themselves from an orthodox congregation
despise both the Law and the Gospel of the Lord. The point was aso
made that sinful separatism manifests lovelessness toward those who
adhere to the pure Word of God in doctrine and practice. Sinful separa-
tists are guilty of idolatry when they allow any earthly consideration to
pull their hearts away from following the Lord and His Word in a true-
teaching church. Because of the continuous attacks of the devil, the
world, and the sinful flesh within, we must not neglect to warn against
the sin of separatism. In Part 1V, “The disastrous consequences of sin-
ful separatism for the separatists themselves, for their brethren left be-
hind, and for the church-at-large,” the essayist emphasized the point of
Scripture that willful sin removes a person from the saving grace of
God. Sadly, separatists often remove their children as well from an or-
thodox congregation and from the unleavened Word of the Lord,
through which the Holy Ghost works to create, strengthen, and preserve
saving faith. Realizing the grave spiritual danger in which they have
placed themselves, those who have sinfully separated from us should be
remembered in our prayers, that God would bring them to true repen-
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tance. Separatists also present a danger to those whom they formerly
acknowledged as brethren, since they may encourage others to follow
their wicked example. In the concluding section, Part V, “For the days
ahead, words of comfort, encouragement, strength, and help against the
devilish, fleshly, and worldly allurements of sinful separatism,” the es-
sayist quoted many comforting passages of Holy Scripture, which he
caled “mighty spiritual weapons,” through which the Holy Ghost
grants spiritual strengthening and a greater confidence in the Lord's
promises of protection and aid even while we endure the afflictions
brought upon us by those who s